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Archbishop Stephen Brislin pictured here with Walter Patrick 
(Contractor), Fr Eddie O’Neill SDB (Property Administrator), Jacob 
Motanya and Knowledge Makome of Niradi Associates – Architects, 
and Julia Maranyane (Project Manager) at the signing of the con-
tract for the building of the new church and centre at St Josephine 
Bakhita, Old Crossroads.

The Constantia parish Angel Box 
project is the initiative of Elaine Urry, 
from an idea put to her by Sheila 
Cheminais, a new parishioner for-
merly from Milnerton parish. With 
the approval and encouragement of 
Father Frank Conlisk and the Parish 
Council, this idea became a reality.

Elaine Urry’s family sponsored the 
launching of the Angel Boxes, and 
Patrick Glover designed the beautiful 
labels of the Angel Gabriel appearing 
to the Virgin Mary. Patrick also did 
the printing, in collaboration with the 
Constantia parish office.

The Constantia Angel Box project 
for Archbishop Stephen Brislin’s Year 
of Faith Building Fund was a great 
success.

R12 033 was raised in 12 weeks, in 
the last quarter of 2013.

It is a painless way of fundraising 
and within everyone’s reach. Our par-
ish responded enthusiastically, with 
kind generosity and full support.

One of the children in the parish 
decided to donate R200 to the fund, 
being half the proceeds of her school 
entrepreneur project. We are so proud 
of her.

The First Communicants and their 
parents donated R2 387 to the fund 
as well.

252 boxes were distributed and some 

are still being filled. A variety of other 
containers with donations are also 
coming in regularly. These donations 
have given the Angel Box project for 
2014 a great start.

All we asked for was change when 
purses and wallets got too heavy. We 
got many very generous donations in 
notes as well.

We would like other parishes in the 
Diocese to start a similar project in 
2014.  Imagine what could be raised 
by the end of this year.

This really is a project in which 

young and old can participate. It is not 
a lot of work. 

We are very grateful to Father Frank 
Conlisk, the Parish Council, and all 
those who are making this project a 
success.

We extend our grateful thanks to 
everyone who has helped and given 
so generously. We look forward to 
continued support for the project in 
2014.

Further information about the proj-
ect can be obtained from Elaine Urry 
on 021 794 6743.

Angel Boxes project raises over 
R12 000 for Year of Faith churches

Dear Archbishop/ Bishop/ Monsignor/ Father/ Parish and 
Finance Council Chairpersons

Greetings and best wishes to you.
On behalf of Archbishop Brislin and the Archdiocese of Cape 

Town Year of Faith Building Project Fundraising Committee, 
a big THANK YOU to all of you for your generosity 
towards the Building Project. Here follows a presentation 
of the funds raised and expenses incurred. Please note that 
whilst the Year of Faith has come to an end, the project has 
not. Your continued generosity will be much appreciated. I 
once again appeal, especially to those parishes who have not 
yet contributed to the fund, to do so in the coming months.

A gentle reminder that the appeal is R12 million to build 
churches and other parish facilities for the communities of 
Wallacedene and Old Crossroads. The fund has already 
assisted the parish of St Catherine of Siena with the 
restoration of their parish church. The blessing and opening 

occurred in November 2013. 
I am also pleased to inform you that work has eventually 

started on the site in Crossroads. We have experienced 
a delay with Wallacedene, as an adjacent property became 
available, for which the Archdiocese has put in a tender. As 
a result we have had to go back to the drawing board, but 
hope and pray that work will start on the site in the not too 
distant future. 

If you have any ideas of how we can generate the outstanding 
funds, please feel free to contact me at stmchurch1964@
gmail.com or 021 694 5355.

On page four you will find a list of totals of funds raised by 
parishes, various fundraising events and donations. Detailed 
fundraising event contributions by parishes and others will be 
made available on www.yofbuildingfund.org.

With every good wish and blessing.
Fr Peter Ziegler

 
INCOME TO 31 JANUARY 2014
Received by Archdiocese R5 448 706.60

Parishes R 1 497 750.52

Umjikelo R 57 400.00

High Tea R 21 400.00

Dinner Dance R 237 690.20

Big Festival R 195 965.20

Priests' Challenge R 64 550.00

Fr Ralph de Hahn's Book R 83 880.00

General Donations R 339 520.07

R 7 946 862.59

Income        R 7 946 862.59
Less Fundraising Expenses       - R427 086.94
Total:    R 7 519 775.65

EXPENSES TO 31 JANUARY 2014
Bank charges Expense Contra Fees Catering Sundry Total Cost

R 14 824.35 R 392 855.08 R 700.00 R 9 000.00 R 2 559.01 R 7 148.50 R 427 086.94

Year of Faith Fundraising Report

Archbishop Brislin welcomes the people at the Big Festival

'Sweets for my sweet' stall at the Big Festival. Pics by S. Duval.

Archbishop Brislin gets Awestruck at the festival!
Genesis from St Michael's, Rondebosch producing beautiful 
sounds for those who attended the festival



ARCHDIOCESAN NEWS
january-March 2014 2

Archdiocesan News is a channel of communication and dialogue for the 
people of the Archdiocese of Cape Town. The views expressed in it do 
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appears quarterly. Thank you to those who submitted articles for this edi-
tion. What would you like to see in future editions? Please submit reports 
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topics and issues you feel would be beneficial to our Church.
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From 
the 

HEART

ERC is an NGO, established in 
response to problems of social justice. 
The work that we do includes reach-
ing out to HIV positive orphans, 
as well as children affect by AIDS, 
violence, alcoholism, abuse, neglect 
and abandonment. Many of these 
children lose the joys of childhood 
due to the effects of extreme pov-
erty in informal settlements and farm 
worker communities. We also work 
with refugee children suffering the 
effects of political violence expe-
rienced in war-torn African coun-
tries. Many of these children have 
experienced a traumatic and unstable 
childhood and have lost their parents 
and family members. ERC Western 
Cape reaches out to children between 
the ages of seven and 16 who fall 
within one or more of the categories 
mentioned above.

ERC runs recreational camps and 
life skills camps that offer children 
positive role models, experiences 
of mutual friendship, and fun. The 
program provides opportunities to 
build self-esteem and confidence in 
vulnerable children to enable them 
to relate better with others. ERC also 
offers opportunities for growth and 
development of young adults (18-30 
years olds) through camp leadership 
training, recreational and life skill 
camps for children and youth, as well 
as family camps for children and their 
parents or guardians. These camps 
also include spiritual development, 
skills development and leadership 

training through accredited training 
programs including, but not limited 
to, First Aid and HIV/AIDS training 
for volunteer leaders. 

The program originated at a 
Christian Brothers' school in 
Melbourne, Australia in 1979 and 
later a similar programme was set up 
by the Christian Brothers in South 
Africa. The initiative is based on the 
life and work of Edmund Rice, a man 
who was deeply committed to justice, 
education, and serving the poor and 
the marginalized. Through working, 
praying and dreaming together we, 
the stakeholders of ERC, make the 
vision of Edmund Rice a reality in our 
own lives and the lives of the children, 
young adults, agencies, institutions 
and projects that are part of Edmund 
Rice Camps. 

Edmund Rice Camps is not just 
about charity – it’s also about inspir-
ing hope – helping and building up 
the future of children in need through 
one on one. Studies have shown that 
one of the major factors contributing 
to success in children’s education is 
how they spend their relaxation time. 
While privileged children attend 
summer schools, hiking trips and 
even overseas travel, children from 
poorer communities often spend their 
school vacations unstructured and 
away from positive stimuli and chal-
lenging experiences. This puts them 
at a disadvantage when starting the 
school year and leads to restlessness 
and boredom. ERC is giving these 

children the opportunity to perform 
on a more equal playing field in their 
futures by offering them camps in 
their vacation times. 

ERC Needs Your Help: With lim-
ited resources ERC has gone on to 
do amazing work and has had a huge 
impact on the lives of many children 
who have benefited from our many 
camps. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP:
Become an “Individual Giver”: •	
Contribute a monthly donation 
from as little as R50 per month.
Ask ERC to render the service of •	
running camps for your organiza-
tion/ institution
Become a volunteer/leader; contact •	
the Edmund Rice Camps office

Bank Account Details:
Account name: Edmund Rice Camps
Account Number: 270279938
Branch: Stellenbosch
Branch code: 050610
Contact Details
Contact Person: Jennifer Fredericks
Contact Number: 073 404 6282
Email: info@edmundricecamps.org.za
Website: www.edmundricecamps.
org.za

"I was enormously impressed by ERC’s 
positive contribution to the lives of thou-
sands of hopeful and vibrant children, 
because the initiative is community based, 
and more importantly teaches a variety of 
practical experiences to children, youth 
and young adults." – Kalsey, volunteer 
and camp counselor.

Meet Edmund Rice Camps

Joy To The World! – Joy comes to all children. On 12 December 2013, Edmund Rice Camps (ERC) held 
their annual Christmas Carols by Candlelight. The event was beautiful, and the kids with whom ERC 
works enjoyed every moment. The event was open to the public and a free meal was provided for all who 
attended. Amongst the guests were volunteers, sponsors, stakeholders and staff. Of course, the guests 
of honour were the children, who celebrated the last day of their camp by attending the Carols evening. 
Guest speakers were invited to speak about the good works that ERC has done  – and continues to do  – in 
communities in the Western Cape. 

The Blessing of the ‘Flight into Egypt’ Atrium for the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

Catechetical Training Begins for 2014

The catechists of the Good 
Shepherd gathered together for 
the blessing of the ‘Flight into 
Egypt’ Atrium, recently estab-
lished, at the back of the Chapel, 
in the Chancery.

An ‘Atrium’ is the sacred space 

in which the Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd happens.

Fr Eoin Farrelly SDB led the 
prayer and blessing of the Atrium, 
during which the catechists, who 
completed training in 2013, also 
received their certificates.

It is intended that this Atrium 
will be used for Good Shepherd 
training in 2014.

In the picture above left, Good 
Shepherd Catechist, Denise 
Potgieter, receives her certificate 
in the newly blessed Atrium.

More than eighty catechists 
gathered at Our Lady Help of 
Christians, in Lansdowne, to 
undergo various forms of training 
and formation in the ministry of 
catechesis.

Among these catechists were 

those who will begin their initial 
training while others will undergo 
formation in the Catechesis of 
the Good Shepherd and the Rite 
of Christian Initiation of Adults.

Catechists also gathered in 
Koelenhof, Parow and Westridge 

to begin their training.
In the picture above right, Fr 

Eoin Farrelly SDB leads the group 
in a reflection on Vocation and 
the Call to Discipleship, the topic 
of the first session.

IT IS always surprising how 
hardship often brings out 
the best in people. In times 

of suffering and affliction the 
resilience of the human spirit 
becomes evident in the courage 
and bravery of the afflicted. This 
can be true of many situations, 
such as illness. It is also true of 
South Africa. Even in the harshest 
of times in our own country when 
those burdened and oppressed 
by apartheid responded, not with 
defeat, but with a determination 
and greatness that produced 
leaders such as Nelson Mandela.

This was brought home to me 
once again when I joined a number 
of bishops and experts on a visit 
to Gaza and the West Bank in 
the Holy Land. Gaza is nothing 
more than a massive open-air 
prison. The clampdown by Israel, 
fearful for its own security, 
means that only one border is 
open and that is only partially 
operational. There is also one 
border with Egypt which is open 
a few hours a day. There can be 
no denying the suffering of the 
people of Gaza and there can be 
no justification for the attempts 
basically to starve people and 
to deny them essentials such 
as medical supplies. It is a man-
made disaster in a situation that 
is complicated and centuries old, 
with no solution in sight. 

The Palestinians in the West 
Bank do not suffer such extreme 
hardship. However, movement is 
restricted and families have been 
cut off from each other for years 
as a result of the wall dividing the 
different parts of Palestine from 
Israel. Prospects for young people 
are bleak and many give in to the 
temptation to emigrate.

And yet the resilience of the 
Palestinians is notable – people 
are suffering but not overcome. 
Their spirit has not been 
defeated. This was clear to me 
from our first encounter with 
the small Christian community of 
Gaza. When we finally entered 
Gaza, after a long delay at the 
border and the walk in the 1.2km 
“cage” through no-man's land, a 
small number of Christians were 
waiting to greet us at the border. 
Their exuberance and warmth 
was deeply moving and we were 
quickly driven in cars and combis 
to Holy Family Catholic Church 
where the small parish community 
was patiently waiting for us. The 
Mass was joyful and faith-filled. 
We also visited ecumenical 
projects that care for the deaf and 
teach skills to young people. Even 
in these harsh conditions people 
care for each other.

The small Christian community, 
who live in peace with their 
Muslim neighbours, is nonetheless 
caught in the middle and the 
number of Palestinian Christians 
is dwindling. Their plea to us was: 
“please don't forget us”. Indeed, 
we should not. They are the living 
Church, the “living stones”, of 
the Holy Land. Neither should 
we forget those Christian 
communities in Syria, Egypt and 
other countries of the area who 
are particularly vulnerable in the 
conflict between various factions. 
We must not forget them but 
rather be united with them in 
prayer and in action.

+ Stephen Brislin
Archbishop of Cape Town
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In the previous edition of the Archdiocesan News we featured four 
of our six seminarians. The remaining two tell their stories. We 
thank God that they have responded generously to the Lord's call 
to labour in his vineyard.

Our Vocation Stories

DISCERNMENT 
SESSIONS FOR 
PRIESTHOOD
2014
IS GOD CALLING YOU?
Come and SEE

We meet on the following 
Saturday mornings at the 
Chancery:

March 08, 22
April 19 – Vocations Festival
May 03, 17, 31
June 14, 28
July 26
August 02, 16
September 06, 20

DON'T DELAY. 
THE TIME IS NOW!

Fr Emmanuel Siljeur
Episcopal Vicar: Vocations and 
Seminary Formation 
emmanuelsiljeur@yahoo.com

Vincent 

De Comarmond
How did it all start? When did it hap-
pen? Wasn't known before the dawn 
of time by God who created me? 
Who knit me together in my mother's 
womb? I've answered this. My answer 
has been both yes and no. This is the 
story of the struggle between the 
“yes” and “no” within myself; about 
how I, through God's grace, came to 
decide on the “yes”. 

When I was a young boy I always 
loved being in church. I truly felt the 
presence of God in the church. I 
remember fantasizing as a little boy 
about spending my birthday in St 
Therese's Church in Alberton. I said 
from a very young age that I wanted 
to be a priest when I grew up – how-
ever, I do not remember if this was 
before some moving spiritual experi-
ences. When I was seven years old my 
family and I went down to Durban for 
a holiday. I remember being ploughed 
over by a wave and nearly drowning 
but, by the grace of God, emerging 
completely unharmed. I know God 
gave me some special grace at that 
moment and from then onwards I 
always dreamed of doing God's will, 
which seemed to me that I should 
become a priest. This was confirmed 
again for me soon afterwards – dur-
ing a family holiday to Mauritius. I 
remember being so overwhelmed for 
all God's generosity to me (expressed 
through my extended family) that I 
felt the deepest and most intense 
desire to devote the rest of my life 
to Him.

I grew up, and I held onto my voca-
tion, but it was not so easy. You see 
when one is a young child, one does 
not yet know the expectations of 
the world. Being a priest seems like 
a reasonable thing to do in the way 
of the world. It is only much later 
that one finds out the expectations 
of the world, and one faces the stark 
contrasts between the “truth” to 
be found within one's soul and the 
“truth” of the world, that things 
become difficult. I did not grow up in 
the most Catholic of environments, 
and in many ways I was discouraged 
in my vocation by my environment. 
Please don't misunderstand me – it 

was a wonderful environment in 
which to grow up, but like anywhere 
else it had its shortcomings along with 
its strengths. In any case the path I 
should pursue was not so clear to me 
for quite some time. 

I soon learnt that the average person 
frowned at you if you said that you 
wanted to be a priest. So I said “I want 
to be an engineer”, or “I would like to 
be an inventor”. At the end of grade 9 I 
had the opportunity to go on a cricket 
tour of India with the cricket club I was 
playing at. The experience changed me 
completely. I soon realised that I didn't 
want to become an engineer. I wanted 
to sanctify the world – and I still do. 
By matric I said, quite unashamedly, 
that my only goal in life was to see the 
face of God. I was once again sure of 
my vocation.

I felt too young and naïve to go to the 
seminary, so after school I went to 
University. University provided new 
problems for my vocation. I realised 
that the Church was not perfect and 
started to look for alternative ways of 
sanctifying the world. I participated in 
the youth synod of 2008 and started 
to look for ways in which I could 
reveal the love of God to other 
people. I went on to do my honours 
in Physics and eventually decided to 
do a MSc. 

I do not regret doing my MSc, but 
I soon realised that a profession in 
academia was not my vocation. By 
God's grace I got my MSc. I decided 
that it would be unfair on my parents, 
after having studied for so long, to 
tell them I wanted to become a priest 
without working at all. I also felt that 
I needed some working experience 
before I could really commit to my 
vocation.

I worked for a few months and I 
decided that I had run out of excuses. 
It was time I started acting in order to 
make my vocation a reality. I decided 
that I wasn't going to let the opportu-
nity slip away from me again. So I put 
my trust in God and applied for the 
Archdiocese's discernment program. 
I am very glad that I was admitted and 
am currently enjoying my studies at St 
Francis Xavier National Orientation 
Seminary.

Our second discernment session for the year. Young men gathering together to discern what God is ask-
ing of them. If you would like to join the discernment process, speak to your parish priest as soon as pos-
sible and he will put you in contact with the Vocations Director, Fr Emmanuel Siljeur (on extreme right of 
photograph) .

Rui Henriques
Is God calling me? This is a question 
I have been compelled to answer 
several times in my life. I eventually 
realised that I would never be truly 
happy, until I chose definitively in 
favour of the Lord. 

I was born in the small, vineyard 
encircled, university town of 
Stellenbosch. Nestled under the 
picturesque purple headed mountains, 
I grew up in a loving family, that not 
only provided me with all the affection 
and care that a young boy needed, but 
also with a deep-seated and lively 
Catholic faith, that was as real to me 
as my joyful Portuguese relatives that 
nurtured my development.

Nearing my first Holy Communion, 
around age nine, I had a dream that 
had a marked consequence on my 
personality. In the dream I was playing 
on the church grounds with the rest 
of the children, chasing and running 
about, when my parish priest Fr David 
Rowles called me aside, saying that I 
would make a good priest, but that I 
would have to be a good boy to all 
those around me.

I was shy at that age, and did not 
speak about the dream, but it did have 
a great effect on the way I interacted 
with others. I stopped fighting and 
bickering with my younger brother 
and older cousins. I tried always to 
have good relationships with other 
people and stay far out of trouble. In 
a strange way, by this grace of God, 
I was able to strive towards being a 
better Christian.

Later on, I went to Paul Roos 
Gymnasium. Here my inquisitive mind 
developed a love of science, as a means 
of seeking and understanding the truth. 
In this period our family business was 

struggling, and this brought hardship to 
our close knit family. It was our solid 
and tested faith-filled prayers that saw 
us through, month to month, and the 
assistance of people God sent to our 
aid. Finishing Matric, I tried to go to 
university at Stellenbosch, however as 
my marks were less than spectacular, I 
was unable to secure a bursary.

This apparent misfortune became a 
blessing in disguise. I decided to go to 
Europe, to work there a while, saving 
money for my studies. Here is where I 
truly grew in stature and purpose. My 
job was in the food industry, where I 
worked and trained up to a position in 
store management. Even here I felt an 
almost pastoral relationship with my 
employees, where I could shepherd 
them through daily challenges and 
difficulties. Being in London, I got the 
opportunity to work in a highly mixed 
and cosmopolitan environment, 
finding ways to get people of different 
backgrounds to work towards a 
common goal.

Although I originally planned be 
be there about a year, I ended up 
overseas nearly five years. When I 
returned to South Africa, I enrolled 
for a bachelors degree at University 
of Cape Town. Here I focused on 
Earth and Environmental Sciences, 
and as a more mature student, had 
great academic achievements. I had 
started planning for further studies in 
Sedimentary Geology, possibly aiming 
to enter academia in the future, when 
I came to a startling realisation.

The professors and lectures that I 
aspired to become like, were not 
actually the kind of people I would 

wanted to be. Particularly their lack 
of belief in anything and their hostile 
relationships with fellow scientists 
shocked me. Although I wanted to be 
a leading researcher in my field, I was 
not prepared to negatively change my 
personality to thrive in that climate. It 
was in this frame of mind, in my last 
year of my degree, that while praying 
the rosary in a local nature reserve, I 
found myself in a quandary.

God the Father reminded me as I sat 
next to a murmuring stream, about 
the dream I had long ago seen. I was 
surprised, to say the least, that I had 
forgotten something so important. 
I felt that God had protected my 
vocation throughout my life, and that 
all my experiences would help in me 
becoming a good priest. I was soon 
knocking on the door of my parish 
priest, Fr Jan van Belkum. 

This generous and wise man took me 
under his arms, teaching me the role 
and life of a priest. I finished my degree 
and met Vincent de Comarmond at 
the parish. We eventually went to see 
Fr Emmanuel Siljeur and soon both of 
us joined the discernment program 
for the Archdiocese.

This last year I have been in formation 
at Saint Francis Xavier Orientation 
Seminary in Cape Town. It has been a 
blessing to live as a community with 
people from all over the country and 
from all cultures. Here my faith and 
trust in God have grown, allowing me 
to try live my life according to his 
will. With the grace of God and the 
prayers of family and friends, I have 
now entered Philosophy at Saint John 
Vianney Seminary in Pretoria.
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 Cathedral Church of St Mary of the Flight into Egypt, CT  R 13 560.00
 Athlone: St Mary of the Angels   R 10 000.00
 Atlantis: St John the Baptist  R 18 374.40
 Belgravia: Regina Coeli  R 2 280.65
 Belhar: Ss John and Paul  R 11 150.00
 Bellville: Our Lady of Fatima Bellville R 45 202.00
 Bellville South: Holy Family Bellville see above
 Bergvliet: Holy Redeemer  R 52 007.07
 Betty's Bay: Our Lady of Montserrat Grabouw/Overberg see below
 Bonteheuwel: St Matthew  R 4 410.30
 Bothasig: Good Shepherd  R 19 973.50
 Brackenfell: All Saints Brackenfell R 13 263.90
 Bredasdorp Hermanus R 0.00
 Bridgetown: Our Lady of Good Counsel  R 0.00
 Brooklyn: Our Lady of the Assumption Brooklyn R 13 670.00
 Caledon Grabouw/Overberg See below
 Camps Bay: St Theresa  R 54 500.00
 Clanwilliam: St Maria Goretti Lambert's Bay R 0.00
 Claremont: St Ignatius Newlands R 6 130.00
 Cloeteville: All Saints Stellenbosch see below
 Constantia: Our Lady of the Visitation  R 114 634.10
 Constantia: Schoenstatt  R 0.00
 Crossroads (lower) Or Lady Queen of Africa Crossroads R 10 651.50
 Crossroads (Old) St Josephine Bakhita Crossroads R 10 000.00
 Delft: Jubilee Church of St Lawrence  R 19 350.00
 District Six: Holy Cross  R 22 848.00
 Durbanville: Our Lady of Perpetual Help  R 156 966.75
 Elsie's River: St Clare  R 22 000.00
 Factreton: St Luke  R 20 000.00
 Fish Hoek: St John the Evangelist Fish Hoek R 8 768.45
 Gansbaai: St Peter the Fisherman Hermanus R 0.00
 Goodwood: St Joseph Goodwood R 37 877.50
 Graafwater: St Augustine  Lambert's Bay see below
 Grabouw: Our Lady of Grabouw Grabouw/Overberg R 4 327.00
 Grassy Park: Our Lady Queen of Peace Grassy Park R 28 160.00
 Green Point: Sacred Heart Green Point R 0.00
 Green Point: St Margaret Mary Green Point R 1 200.00
 Greyton Grabouw/Overberg See above
 Gugulethu: St Gabriel  R 16 550.00
 Hanover Park: Our Lady of the Rosary  R 23 700.00
 Harare: St Therese of Lisieux Khayalitsha see below
 Hermanus: Our Lady of Light Hermanus R 0.00 
 Hout Bay: St Anthony Hout Bay R 10 012.50
 Hout Bay Harbour: Our Lady Star of the Sea Hout Bay see above
 Huguenot: Our Lady of Divine Love Paarl see below
 Ida's Valley; St Mark Stellenbosch see below
 Khayamnandi Stellenbosch R 1 179.00
 Khayelitsha: Site B Crossroads see above
 Khayelitsha: St Kizito Crossroads see above
 Khayelitsha: St Raphael  R 11 426.00
 Kleinvlei; St Catherine of Siena  R 0.00
 Koelenhof: Holy Spirit  R 3 166.00
 Kommetjie: St Joseph Kommetjie R 2 236.00
 Kommetjie: St Norbert Kommetjie R 0.00
 Kraaifontein: St Anthony of Padua Kraaifontein R 11 957.60
 Kuils River: St Ninian  R 5 120.00
 Laaiplek: St Helena Vredenburg see below
 Laingville: St Peter the Fisherman Vredenburg see below
 Lambert's Bay: St Batholomew Lambert's Bay R 0.00
 Langa: St Anthony  R 12 839.20
 Langebaan: Star of the Sea Vredenburg see below
 Lansdowne: Our Lady Help of Christians Lansdowne R 80 040.00
 Lavistown: St Martin de Porres Lavistown R 15 600.00
 Lentegeur: St Mary Magdalene  R 15 650.65
 Lingalethu Malmesbury see below
 Lotus River; St Clement Grassy Park see above
 Lwandle; St Monica Strand see below
 Macassar; St Stephen the Martyr Somerset West see below
 Maitland: St John  R 15 192.75
 Makhaza: All Saints Khayalitsha see above
 Malmesbury: St Francis de Sales  R 18 123.55
 Manenberg: Holy Family of Nazareth  R 2 000.00
 Masiphumelele: Bl Isidore Bakanja Kommetjie see above
 Matroosfontein: Holy Trinity  R 80 851.00
 Mbekweni: St Charles Lwanga Paarl R 5 193.60
 Melkbosstrand: Ascension Catholic Community Centre Table View see below
 Mfuleni: St Matthias Crossroads see above
 Milnerton: Our Lady of the Annuciation Brooklyn see above
 Montana: St Jospeh's Home Lavistown see above
 Mowbray: St Patrick  R 3 200.00
 Newlands: St Bernands Newlands R 28 789.25
 Northpine: St Kevin Brackenfell see above
 Nyanga; St Mary  R 5 066.90
 Observatory: Church of the Holy Name Woodstock see below
 Ocean View: St Andrew Kommetjie see above
 Ottery: Chapel of Ease Lansdowne see above
 Paarl: St Augustine Paarl R 133 208.60
 Parkwood Estate: St Gerard Grassy Park R 20 000.00
 Parow: Immaculate Conception  R 96 558.90
 Parow Valley: Mater Dei  R 15 754.00
 Pinelands: Christ the King  R 4 321.50
 Plumstead: St Pius  R 2 000.00
 Redelinghuys; St Philomenia Lambert's Bay See above
 Retreat: Our Lady of Perpetual Help  R5 491.00
 Rocklands: St Stephen  R 14 000.50
 Rondebosch: St Michael  R 1 588 307.90 
 Ruyterwacht: Our Lady of the Rosary Goodwood see above
 Saldanha: Mother of Mercy Vredenberg see below
 Salt River: St Francis Woodstock see below
 Scottsdene: St Owen Kraaifontein see above
 Sea Point: Our Lady of Good Hope  R 202 215.50
 Simon's Town: Ss Simon and Jude  R 0.00
 Sir Lowry's Pass Village Somerset West see below
 Somerset West: St Paul Somerset West R 47 024.40
 Steenberg; St Anne  R 10 608.95
 Stellenbosch: St Nicholas Stellenbosch R 28 546.00
 St James: St James  R 7 867.40
 Strand: St Peter Strand R 9 060.00
 Strandfontein: St Philip  R 27 600.00
 Sun Valley: St Brendan Fish Hoek R 2 822.15
 Table View: Church of the Resurrection Table View R 27 820.00
 Tafelsig: St Timothy  R 20 000.00
 Tamboerskloof: Villa Maria Cathedral see above
 Villiersdorp: St Barnabas Overberg see above 
 Vredehoek: Nazareth House Cathedral see above
 Vredenburg: St Jude Vredenburg R 4 720.00
 Wallacedene: St Elizabeth Kraaifontein R 15 442.10
 Welcome Estate: St Theresa  R 2 415.00

Total financial contributions to the 
Year of Faith Building Fund

 Westridge: St John Bosco  R 20 992.00
 Woodstock: St Agnes Woodstock R 0.00
 Wynberg: Corpus Christi Wynberg R 34 847.25
 Wynberg St Dominic Wynberg see above
 Yzerfontein Vredenburg see above
 Zwelihle: The Martyrs of Africa Hermanus see above
 Portuguese Chaplaincy  R 10 000.00
 Syro-Malabar Catholics  R 5 000.00
 St Anne's Sodality  R 35 000.00
 Germany Speaking Catholic Community  R 9 565.30
 Charismatic Renewal  R 7 000.00
 Scalabrini Fathers R 2 000.00
 Central Deanery R 1 002.00
 Christian Brothers R 25 000.00
 Cabra Dominicans  R 5 000.00
 Missionaries of St Francis de Sales  R6 600.00
 Kolping Society R 1 630.00
 Sacred Heart Mission Fund R 2 892.70
 Salesian Fathers R 20 000.00
 Maryland – Schoenstatt Sisters R 1 000.00
 Villa Maria – Schoenstatt Sisters R 1 000.00
 Catholic Men's Initiative R 5 000.00
 Holy Cross Sisters, Langa R 1 080.00
 Little Sisters of Jesus R 1 000.00
 Knights of Da Gama R 517.00
 Legion of Mary Senatus R 1 500.00
 Knights of St Christopher see above
 Other R 100.00
 PMS – Wallacedene R 538 099.10
 PMS – St Josephine Bakhita R 391 150.00
 Fr Desmond Curran R 10 000.00
 Aid to the Church in Need UK R 853 712.50
 Mgr Jock Baird R 100 000.00
 Priests' Year of Faith Challenge R 64 550.00
 Fr Ralph de Hahn's book sale R 83 880.00
 Donations in general R 2 232 761.27
 Total Contributions  R 7 946 862.59

The Catholic leadership Academy (CLA) is 
a spiritual, academic and pastoral leadership 
academy for part time study. Founded by Tim 
Harris and Adrian Van Stolk (both from St 
Michael's, Rondebosch) the academy will sup-
port the youth of the church. It was in 2012 that 
the pair began brewing this great idea, after 
which they consulted a few youth groups within 
the Archdiocese of Cape Town to ascertain the 
need for this initiative.

The need: “The reality is that young people 
are leaving the church. It’s a trend that we all 
notice. It’s a trend that we are completely aware 
of. Alongside that truth, another truth exists – 
that there are young leaders that remain among 
us and are capable of reversing this trend.” 
These were Tim Harris’s opening words of his 
powerful and touching speech at the first offi-
cial fundraiser held towards the end of 2013. 

The fundraiser attracted young and old, who 
through their attendance, demonstrated their 
support. It was a huge success, which saw some 
of the attendees contributing financially on the 
spot, and some committing to pledges. Present 
among the crowd, representing Archbishop 
Brislin, was Vicar General Fr Peter-John 
Peason.

MC for the evening, Palesa Moeketsi (youth 
leader at Church of the Resurrection, Table 

View and a volunteer on CLA) said that she 
was fully behind Van Stolk and Harris’s idea. 
“This is possibly the best thing that can happen 
to ensure that there is a lot more confidence in 
our young leaders, both from within the Church 
and externally. This will definitely see either 
more of our brothers and sisters coming back 
home or less of them leaving. I really hope that 
this gets the amount of attention and support it 
deserves.”  

The event was rounded up with a lively net-
work session in a very relaxed environment.

The CLA team currently consists of a group 
of volunteers headed by Adrian Van Stolk, 
with Tim Harris being the only full time 
member. Archbishop Stephen Brislin is one of 
the board members, joined by Fr Christopher 
Clohessy (Theological Advisor), Terence 
McCarthy (Funding Director) and Gregory 
Solik (Strategist), who will help steer the ship. 

The CLA needs all the support and help they 
can get financially and otherwise, so should you 
wish to make a donation or get involved in any 
way, please get in touch with: Adrian Van Stolk 
adrian.vanstolk@consequent.co.za 083 258 6571 
or Tim Harris tim@catholileadershipacademy.
com   084 686 3696. You may also visit their 
website: www.catholicleadershipacademy.com.

Palesa Moeketsi

Launch of the Catholic 
Leadership Academy

Fr Peter-John Pearson, Sr Mary Louise 
Walsh ISSM, Sr Eleonora Dittrich ISSM.

Tim Harris, Adrian van Stolk and Justin 
McCarthy

St Martin De Porres First Holy Communion candidates of 2013

Detailed fundraising event contributions by parishes and others will be available on www.yofbuildingfund.org
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Michael and Natalie Eckard, together 
with their 7 children (and an 8th on 
the way!), parishioners of Ss John and 
Paul Church in Belhar, are leaving 
everything to go to Gauteng to start a 
new life as a “family in mission”. 

Michael and Natalie were raised in 
the Catholic faith, and intended to live 
their lives according to Catholic val-
ues. “But soon we discovered that this 
wasn’t easy, and that married life, and 
openness to life were not something 
automatic”. Michael says that joining 
the Neocatechumenal Way helped him 
gain a new perspective on his life. “We 
have discovered that, even if we were 
baptized, we needed to engage in a 
profound rediscovery of our Baptism, 
and in this Way we really experi-
enced the power of the Resurrection of 
Christ, that helps us pass from death 
to life”.

In 2012 they were part of the 
South African representation in the 
World Family Day pilgrimage with 
Pope Benedict in Milan. During that 
event, they discovered their voca-
tion to become a Missionary Family. 
Michael still recalls that day: “After 
the event with the Pope we had a 
meeting with the initiators of the 
Neocatechumenal Way, Kiko Argüello, 
Carmen Hernandez and Mario Pezzi. 
There were more than 100,000 people. 

A family’s mission from 
Belhar to Gauteng 

Towards the end of the day, Kiko asked 
all the families who felt a call to follow 
the Lord, to stand up and confirm this 
call by coming onto the stage to receive 
a blessing from one of the bishops. So 
we stood up, together with hundreds of 
other families!” 

The mission of the Christian fam-
ily is fundamental for this generation. 
“Our mission is not primarily a social 
one. We are sent, like the apostles, 
first of all to announce the Gospel!” 
Michael Eckard is a teacher, and knows 
youth very well. “To communicate with 
youth, you need to do it through visible 
and evident signs. This is why the 
Christian family is so fundamental in 
Evangelisation… because it’s a visible 
sign of the Love and Unity of God, 
made present in the everyday life of a 
family. We go through problems and 
difficulties like all other families, but 
with an inner strength that keeps us 
together; that comes from the Risen 
Christ. This strength is unknown to 
the world, and this is why we feel the 
call to bring this Good News to those 
who are far away from the Church”. 

Today there are more than 1,000 
families of the Necatechumenal Way 
in mission in more than 90 countries 
all over the world. This process began 
in 1987, when the first families were 
sent personally by Pope John Paul II, 

and since then, Benedict and Francis 
confirmed this tradition of accom-
panying the missionary families with 
their personal blessing.

“In Pretoria we are going to live 
our faith amongst the people there, 
having a normal job and living like 
all other families, while supporting 
the Church and the mission of the 
Neocatechumenal Way. We are going 
to trust entirely in the providence of 

God. Archbishop William Slattery 
has personally welcomed us into his 
Diocese, and we have already seen 
many signs that show us how the Lord 
has gone ahead of us, preparing the 
way. It will not be easy to leave eve-
rything – our jobs, friends and family, 
the brothers and sisters in the Church 
– but we are experiencing a peace that 
doesn’t come from us. The blessing of 
our Cape Town Archbishop Stephen 

Brislin and his words of encourage-
ment confirm us in this peace, while 
we abandon ourselves to the Lord”.

Michael and Natalie are still look-
ing for accommodation in Pretoria 
and, in the certainty that the Lord 
will show his way to them, they are 
open to receive help or suggestions 
from everyone. To contact them: tel. 
072 564 1780, mail: meckard@mail.
com.

Archbishop Brislin with the Eckard family, a "family in mission" who are on their way to Gauteng. “Our 
mission is not primarily a social one. We are sent, like the apostles, first of all to announce the Gospel!”

The ‘Year of Faith’ ended on a high 
note for the parish priest and parish-
ioners of St Catherine’s, Kleinvlei with 
the blessing of their reconstructed 
church. The new church was blessed 
and opened by Archbishop Stephen 
Brislin a week before the end of the 
‘Year of Faith’ on 17 November 2013, 
during a Holy Mass attended by 16 
priests, religious sisters and more than 
1 000 parishioners and visitors. What 
an achievement and a proud moment it 
was not only for Fr Shenoy, the parish 
priest, but for each and every member 
of St Catherine’s, young and not so 
young.

The building project, consisting of 
the renovation of the hall, the build-
ing of the parish catechetical centre 
and the reconstruction of the church, 
was the brain-child of parish priest Fr 
Shenoy Thomas. 

The Kleinvlei parishioners were very 
much aware that their parish church 
looked like a factory. However, com-
ments by visitors and in particular by 
a visiting priest that “your church was 
really an ‘ugly’ church” spurred on the 
parish priest to initiate the project in 
2006 – making what seemed impos-
sible, possible.  

The entire project was initially esti-
mated at R4m, to be completed in two 
phases – the parish centre and the 
reconstruction of the church. With 
the admonition of the parish priest 
to trust God, to trust yourself as an 
individual and to trust your fellow 
parishioner, parishioners began their 
fundraising drive. By 2012, with R3m 
to their credit, phase one of the project 
was completed at a cost of R2m, with 
the opening and blessing of the parish 
centre (consisting of the catecheti-
cal centre and the minor hall) on 7 
December 2012.  

On completion of the first phase, a 
review of the project gave parishion-
ers a shiver – not only was one more 
phase to be added to the project, 
but the total cost to complete the 
church reconstruction would now be 
R3m. The parish had to decide: “Do 

A reconstructed St Catherine's blessed and opened 
by Archbishop Brislin in the Year of Faith

we go ahead immediately with the 
next phases or not?” Parishioners, 
having appreciated the completion 
of Phase One and their ability to 
have raised the necessary amount and 
more, unanimously gave their support 
to Fr Shenoy and the project with 
a very loud YES at the three week-
end masses in mid-December 2012. 
Building of Phase Two thus began 
in February 2013, while all liturgical 
activities and Sunday catechism class-
es moved to the newly opened parish 
centre. During this period (February-
November 2013), Faith Level 8 and 
the confirmation classes were held at 
a nearby senior secondary school every 
Tuesday.

Throughout the entire duration of 
the project, starting with the fundrais-
ing efforts in 2006, the parish’s faith 
and trust in God, in themselves and 
in fellow parishioners were based on 
‘ora et labora’ – (continuous) prayer and 
working (to raise funds). It was during 
one such prayer rally in November 2012 
that news came that the reconstruc-
tion of St Catherine’s church would 
be incorporated as the third church 
in the Archdiocesan building project 
for the ‘Year of Faith’. Parishioners 
found themselves at a crossroad! They 
so much wanted the project to be 
from their own labour and fundraising 
efforts. Being part of the Archdiocesan 
project for the ‘Year of Faith’, the 
understanding was that the building of 

the three churches had to be completed 
by 24 November 2013.

Raising the remaining R2,53m in 
such a short time thus became a mam-
moth task. But as the parish priest 
relayed (in his comments at the open-
ing Mass of the reconstructed church): 
“I believe in miracles”.

The miracle happened at the end 
of our prayer campaign in November 
2012! An anonymous parishioner 
from another parish in the diocese 
who had been diagnosed with cancer, 
approached his parish priest with an 
offering of a very generous contribu-
tion. His parish priest referred him to 
Archbishop Brislin. Grateful for this 
generosity, the Archbishop explained 
that whatever the financial contribu-
tion received, it would go towards the 
‘Year of Faith’ building campaign for 
three new churches. At the donor’s 
request, the project plans of the three 
churches were shown to him. “To St 
Catherine’s” he retorted. A whopping 
R1,5m! Sadly however, the donor died 
a few months before the official open-
ing of the church.

By the beginning of November 2013, 
with just under four weeks before the 
close of the ‘Year of Faith’, the church 
building was completed and the parish 
took an additional loan of R500 000 in 
order to complete phase three, i.e. the 
paving and fencing of the church. The 
entire project cost came to R5.5m.

An outstanding feature of the recon-

structed church is the byzantine-styled 
front facade. Entering the church, one 
is also confronted with a stained glass 
sanctuary window of the cross: the 
symbolic interpretation of the Precious 
Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ lies 
within the golden frame of a Celtic 
Cross, a symbol of eternal life. Central 
to the cross is a heart, pierced by the 
nail-like lines, surrounded by darkness 
and an interlaced crown of thorns. 
These images recall the suffering 
of Jesus on the cross, shedding his 
Precious Blood for our sins. Yet, the 
colours surrounding the heart grow 
brighter just as the light of redemption 
flows from his suffering and death. 
And his Precious Blood, through the 
Eucharist, becomes the golden cup 
(at the bottom of the cross) of our 
salvation.

In conformity with new church 

THEN AND NOW: St Catherines as it used to look and what it looks like today, thanks to the tireless fundraising of the community and a very 
generous donation given to the church in the Year of Faith

directives, there are no statues in the 
sanctuary but the picturesque “Stations 
of the Cross” give colour and bright-
ness to its loftiness.  The new church 
boasts a gallery that seats 250 persons 
and hosts the new organ, a gift from a 
farmer in Stellenbosch.

All at St Catherine’s – parish priest 
and parishioners – are excited and feel 
proud of themselves for this venture! 
With faith and trust in the Lord, we 
know that we will complete the church 
‘transformation’ from the ‘factory’ to a 
dignified place of worship.

Fr Shenoy Thomas and the entire 
community of St Catherine’s express 
their heartfelt thanks to the anony-
mous donor and his family, Archbishop 
Stephen Brislin and his team for their 
support, financial assistance, spiritual 
inspiration and superb guidance.

Alec Keiller

The p laque unveiled by Archbishop Brislin and assisted by parish 
priest, Fr Shenoy Thomas
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P O Box 379
8000 Cape Town
Tel: 021 465 5904
Fax: 021 461 0785

E-mail: custserv.cbs@mweb.co.za

SHAPED BY LOVE: Daily family 
devotions for Lent – Karla Manternach
A brief scripture passage, a reflection, and one-line prayer for 
each day of Lent, Holy Week and Easter Sunday; suitable for 
the whole family  2011 colour illus pamphlet 32pp R16.00

 

JESUS' JOURNEY TO 
THE CROSS: A love unto 
death – Jeanne Kun
This book is a treasure, and ideal for 
either faith-sharing group or personal reflection. There are 
six sessions, one for each week of Lent: You are invited to 
follow Jesus on his jubiliant entry into Jerusalem, sit with 
him during his last supper with his apostles, pray with him 
during his agony in Gethsemane, and stand at the foot of 
the cross on Golgotha where he offered his life for our 

salvation. Each session includes a scripture text to be studied; a short commentary; 
questions for reflection, discussion and personal application; wisdom from the 
saints and the church 2009 pb 118pp R130.00
 

REVOLUTION OF THE SPIRIT: A book 
of daily meditations for Lent 2014 
– Anthony Egan, SJ
A series of daily reflections which not only take us on the 
journey from Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday but parallel 
this with the experience of liberation: of the Israelites, of 
South Africa 20 years ago heading to the first elections, and 
of our nation today on the brink of a general election. He 
uses quotations from the Lectionary and also additional 
quotations from political activists and other scriptures. There is a double page 
for each day of Lent (including weekends) plus an introduction and epilogue. 
"Responsible citizenship is a virtue, and practicipation in political life is a moral 
obligation" – Pope Francis, November 2013. 2014 colour illus A5 size 120pp R60.00

 

THE HOLY LAND: A Pilgrim's 
companion – David Baldwin
The purpose of this book is to take you either 
as journeying pilgrim, or armchair reader, to this 
extraordinary, dynamic and spiritually charged place, the 
Holy Land. A brief historical background is given to set the 
scene. There is a more detailed timeline at the back of the 
book. The book follows the pattern of Jesus' life, starting in 
Nazareth, with the Annunciation, going on to the principal 
places involved with his ministry, and then, to Jerusalem to 

his death and resurrection. There is a mix of descriptive and meditative texts and 
prayers and relevant scripture passages. 2007 pb pocket size 286pp R97.00
 

THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW: Proclaiming the 
ministry of Jesus – William Anderson
A sacred reading of the gospel of Matthew in 10 lessons using 
the process of Lection Divina. This book is part of a series 
intended for group and indivdual study and prayer. It give you 
the tools to start a study group. Each lesson contains study, 
reflect, pray and share/review guidance 
2012 pb 160pp R164.00 
 

THE CATHOLIC CHILDREN'S BIBLE: 
Read it! Live it! Love it!
Until now, children had two choices in bibles, one created 
for adults and one that was a collection of stories written for children. This is the 

first-ever complete Catholic children's bible that not only 
inspires, but empowers children to read, live, understand 
and love the Word of God. The stories come alive with 
vivid, awe-inspiring artwork, larger text, and many more 
design features. Unique navigational features designed 
specifically for early readers help children to easily locate 
passages and stories. Live it! instructions encourage children 
to apply the meaning of each story to their lives through 
engaging activities and prayers. Ideal not only for children 
aged 8 - 14, but for the whole family, and for catechists too!  
2013 hc colour illus 2000pp R576.00

 
* We have a large variety of books, bibles & missals, candles, cards, pictures, statues, rosaries, 
medals, Baptism, First Communion & Confirmation gifts, charcoal, incense and more!

* If you'd like to be on our email-list to receive regular news of new and interesting books, 
DVDs, CDs & "20% discount Sale Days", let us have to your email address, name, physical 
address and telephone or cellphone number

* Parking available and a ramp for the disabled
 
The Catholic Bookshop:  The Grimley, 14 Tuin Plein (Off Hope Street) Cape Town

Shop Hours: Monday to Friday: 08h30 - 16h30; Saturday: 08h30 - 12h00
Tel 27-21-465 5904; Fax 27-21-461 0785; email: custserv.cbs@mweb.co.za

Guest House & 
Conference Facility

KOLPING 

Situated in a tranquil garden setting in the centre 
of Durbanville, with pool and braai facilities, we 

offer both tastefully decorated Bed and Breakfast 
rooms and Self-Catering units, as well as a full 
English breakfast and dinner by arrangement. 

Conference facilities, wheelchair facilities, 
within walking distance of shops, restaurants, 
banks and close proximity to Catholic Church, 

tennis courts, golf course and wine route. 

We would like to be your                                                 
home away from home

CONTACT
Elisabeth Blank, Manager

7 Biccard Street Durbanville 7550
Tel +27 21 970 2900. 
Fax +27 21 976 9839

Cell 082 584 1483
E-mail: info@kolpingguesthouse.co.za

www.kolpingguesthouse.co.za

Theology 
Today

Mgr Andrew Borello

Hey everyone!
I hope that you all had a blessed 

Christmas and a peaceful New 
Year, and I wish you much joy in 
2014. 

The year has kicked off with two 
very exciting things happening in 
the youth department! 

Firstly, I would like to introduce 
my new assistant to you all. Sean 
Lategan has been employed by 
the Archdiocese to assist in the 

area of youth ministry, under my 
supervision. We have been say-
ing for many years that we need 
a full time youth worker and it 
is a great blessing that this has 
finally been made possible. Sean 
comes to us with a wealth of 
experience in youth ministry and 
I know will be a huge boost to 
the work of the Youth Office and 
Youth Chaplaincy. So don’t be 
surprised if you get a phone call or 

Youth News

email from Sean one of these days. 
Please be nice to him as he is new 
to Cape Town. 

Secondly we have recently been 
privileged to host delegates and 
speakers from around the coun-
try and around the world for 
the 3rd Annual Youth Ministry 
Conference, which took place at 
Schoenstatt Retreat Centre from 
21 to 23 February. The week-
end kicked off with an evening 
of adoration, praise and worship 
and confessions on Friday night. 
The formal conference proceed-
ings began with Mass on Saturday 
morning, at which Archbishop 
Brislin presided, together with 
several other priests. The rest of 
the day was jam-packed with ses-
sions and activities led by various 
people, including Randy Raus, 
the president of Life Teen from 
the USA. The conference ended 
with a youth evening on Sunday 
night, hosted by St Michael’s 
Rondebosch. 

Peace and Blessings
Fr Charles

Sean Lategan, assistant to 
Fr Charles

Fr Charles Prince
Chaplain to the youth of the 
Archdiocese of Cape Town

Abortion Warning 

‘The Pill’ can abort, undetected, soon 
after conception. A medical fact. 

See www.humanlife.org/abortion_
does_the_pill.php

There are many today who would 
consider that catechetics is in crisis 
and in total disarray. There seem 
to be so many issues facing every 
parish in terms of catechesis of 
our children and young people and 
very few immediate solutions. The 
same critics would consider that the 
Church is in crisis and that it has lost 
its direction. Instead of considering 
what we are experiencing as a crisis, 
I believe that we have to see this as 
a time of transition and opportunity. 
Transition is never easy, but it is 
vital that we embrace it and find the 
opportunity for growth within that 
transition.

Before considering the issues fac-
ing catechetics, it would be useful to 
understand what is happening within 
the Church. The Church is shifting 
from a provider model to a commu-
nion model. Instead of people sitting 
back and expecting to receive, they 
are being asked to take responsibil-
ity for the life of the Church. No 
longer is the priest the Church, but 
all the baptised and confirmed – all 
have a role to play in realising the 
mission of the Church, exercising 
our gifts and charisms in a mutual 
responsibility. 

Catechetics has a critical role to 
play. Again this demands a change in 
the way in which we catechise. We 
have to move away from teaching 
our children and young people to 
know about God and to bring them 
into a personal conversion which 
leads to a faith relationship with the 
person of Jesus. In turn this relation-
ship needs to express itself in the 
service of worship, Word and work. 
It is no longer about a new book or 
programme (they are only tools and 
there is no ideal out there that will 
solve all of our problems). It is not 
even about the Book, but rather 
what we do with it.

The Word needs to speak into the 

reality of the lives of our children 
and young people. This demands 
that we know and understand their 
reality and no longer deal with them 
in terms of what we would like their 
reality to be. We need to treat 
our children and young people as 
members of the Church and not as 
the future of the Church. In turn 
we need to involve them in the life 
and service of the Church and not 
leave that until they are confirmed. 
It involves identifying what of the 
Gospel is there and then guiding 
them to connect with the Gospel 
that we are proclaiming. The Gospel 
needs to become a way of life for 
them and not be something that 
is outside of them – it needs to 
be rooted in them and to be what 
shapes their lives and determines 
how they live. This is evangelisation. 
Too often we have been concerned 
with sacramentalising them and our 
catechesis has failed to evangelise 
them. 

We have to connect liturgy and 
catechesis – they need to flow into 
each other so that what is celebrated 
is what gives rise to catechesis and 
what is learnt is brought back into 
celebration. The Word needs to be 
central to this whole process. There 
is a need also for adult catechesis 
since parents are an integral part of 
the process. Ideally parents should 
be responsible for the catechising of 
their children rather than leaving it 
to the catechists alone. While this 
remains an ideal, it needs to be part 
of the vision that we develop for the 
future. Again we too often look for 
quick fix solutions rather than having 
a sense of vision and where we are 
going. We need to start to develop 
a plan to realise that we all need to 
live the demands of being Church in 
the service of Jesus and the world 
– a Church that exists to evangelise 
because it is evangelised.
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A short story by Fr Ralph de Hahn

My name is Claudius. I am a sol-
dier serving the Emperor of Rome. 
I have a noble wife, Probina, and 
a son of three who was born an 
epileptic; we named him Carinus. I 
have the supreme honour of serving 
the Emperor in the garrison assigned 
to the conquered regions of Judaea, 
more especially about Jerusalem. It is 
no secret that governing the Jewish 
states is extremely difficult, demand-
ing much diplomatic skills because 
of their unshakeable and incredible 
faith in things and gods unknown to 
us. Their catalogue of laws is beyond 
belief; they have highly intelligent lead-
ers, counselors, teachers and scribes 
as well as roaming bands of rebels.

My story is about a man I did 
not know; a man who made me 
the soldier I am today. I know him 
only because I was appointed as his 
executioner. I know him as brave 
enough to challenge the rich tradi-
tions of this arrogant race; he stood 
up against their interpretation of the 
law and the earlier prophets. He 
boldly and calmly opposed the power-
ful Sanhedrin. They accused him of 
being a false prophet, a blasphemer, 
an enemy of the people and of Rome. 
He was finally condemned even by 
the Governor, Pontius Pilate, for 
some unknown criminal offence. As 
a responsible soldier of the executing 
team, it was my companion Cosmos 
and I who were ordered to conduct 
the scourging of this extraordinary 
prisoner.

His hands were tied, his garments 
removed, and we whipped him mer-
cilessly, even far beyond the legal 
measure, because he angered us; he 
was so calm and so stubborn, defying 
us with every stroke that drew blood 
from his body; and this was the official 
Roman scourging instrument that tore 
at the flesh.

Cosmos whipped him violently, 
even savagely, but his response was 
the same. Another man would have 
surely died under this attack. I cov-

SON OF A ROMAN SOLDIER

ered his bleeding body with a cloak, 
and Cosmos placed a bush of thorns 
over his head, knelt before him and 
mocked him as the king of the Jews. 
That was enough, and we were both 
tired. We then obediently marched 
him back to the Governor, who 
appeared terribly disturbed, but who 
nevertheless cried out to the mob 
“Behold the man!”

The mob called for his blood, chose 
the rebel Barabbas, and demanded 
from Pilate that this intruder be 
crucified. Pilate was defeated; he 
surrendered to their wishes. I was 
assigned to the execution team which 
marched the criminals to the hill of 
the skull, just outside the Capital 
city of the Jews, where the imperial 
forces executed hundreds of resisting 
criminals. At this stage I, Claudius, 
was surprised by my household slave 
with an urgent message from my wife, 
the Lady Probina, that my boy Carinus 
was suffering terribly from convul-
sions because of his epilepsy.

It was, of course, impossible to 
leave my post at that crucial hour; 
there were criminals to be crucified. 
We were under command to execute 
orders with precise military precision 
in face of possible uprising from his 
disciples and believers – but in fact 
all was calm, for his followers had 
dispersed in fear.

I myself was astounded and con-
fused by the calm acceptance of this 
man named Jesus the prophet.

The strange nobility and somewhat 
royal approach on the countenance 
of the accused was to me beyond 
human understanding. How he made 
it to the hill is itself remarkable. I 
saw the iron nails pierce his hands. It 
was my duty to fasten his feet to the 
vertical beam of his cross. His blood 
splashed out over my left hand. The 
cross was raised. I heard him mutter 
some words to the one thief and then 
to his family at the foot of the cross. I 
heard him cry out in anguish – or was 
it triumph? I don’t know.

I still hear the mocking shouts of 
the Pharisees and priests against their 
prisoner, until that very strange event 
as the heavy clouds hid the sun, and 
the earth trembled under our feet. 
To us Romans it was clear that the 
gods were angry, and even the Jewish 
leaders and crowds began retreating 
from the scene.

The calm returned with the fright-
ening smell of death. The criminals 
were finally executed under Roman 
law. Strangely, Pilate had permitted a 
plaque on the gibbet of the Nazarene 
naming him as the king of the Jews; this 
indeed infuriated the Jewish leaders 
who vehemently rejected his claim.

Now, it was time to return to my 
home. Both Probina and Carinus were 
needing me. My boy, my only son, 
was suffering – and I was powerless 
against this dreaded epilepsy. I was 
totally fatigued and needing a bath; 
yet my first steps were to my beloved 
son shivering in his warm bed. Lady 
Probina was in tears as I laid my left 
hand on my son’s head. I then viewed 
the prisoner’s blood still on my hand.

What happened then I cannot 
explain; but a warm sensation gripped 
my left arm; my son’s head grew 
warm, then his body became warmer; 
a smile lit up his young face and the 
trembling stopped and the smiling 
Carinus threw his warm arms around 
my neck and wept “Father, I love you” 
and how I loved my son now fully 
alive, warm and smiling.

I have no explanation for the healing 
and the incredible joy I experienced.

I am persuaded in my conscience 
to renew my views towards these 
Christians. They have something 
which appeals to my heart. And what 
of their crucified leader – the man I 
helped crucify?

No, no.  He is more – much more – 
than just a man!

The parish of St Luke's, Factreton 
prayed with Pope Francis on 
Sunday 13 October in the form 
of Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament and praying the Holy 
Rosary. 

We also celebrated the unveil-
ing of a statue of Our Lady of 
Fatima that was gifted to the par-
ish by Portuguese business man 
Mr Jose Camara, who 50 years 
ago as a young man worked in the 
area and wanted to gift the parish 
with a statue of Our Lady.

In turn we also asked Our 
Mother for help in our district 
with hunger, unemployment, 
gangsterism, drugs, crime and 
poverty.

St Luke's 
at prayer

All of 67 teenagers arrived for the 
first official "Life Night" at Holy 
Redeemer, Bergvliet, on Sunday 2 
February. This was the official launch 
of the Life Teen programme in this 
parish.

After a year of planning and prepa-
ration, Life Teen replaces the former 
Confirmation Programme, and caters 
for teenagers of ages 14-17 – all those 
preparing to receive the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. Led by a team of 12 
mixed-age volunteers, and supported 
by parish priest, Fr Sean Wales, Holy 
Redeemer parish is the sixth parish in 
Cape Town to welcome the Life Teen 
programme into its parish community. 
Other parishes include Durbanville, 
Table View, Rondebosch, Somerset 
West, and most recently includes 
Paarl.

The American-established Life 
Teen is a four-year cycle programme 
in which "Life Nights" are run on 
Sunday evenings during school terms, 

after the evening Holy Mass. These 
evenings are known for the fun, yet 
relevant way in which they present 
the catechism of the church to teens. 
After just one night, some of the 
parents emailed to report what won-
derful feedback their children had 
given them after the launch. "My 
daughter came home so excited from 
the evening. Well done and congrats 
to the team!" said one mother. 

Holy Redeemer parish is excited 
about bringing this programme into 
its parish life and is looking forward 
to taking this new journey with their 
young people who, in the words of 
Pope Francis, 'are the future of our 
church'.

For more information about the Life 
Teen programme at Holy Redeemer, 
or to sign up or assist with resources, 
contact the parish office on 021 712 
2210 or visit www.holyredeemer.
co.za.

Wanika Rusthoi

Life Teen launches 
at Bergvliet

Life Teen Core Team photo: Back row: Matthew Davids, Leo Da Silva, 
Orwell Mushaikwa, Paul De Roos, Sergio Sagrestano.
Front row: Jessica Risseeuw, Lesley Frans, Wanika Rusthoi, Monique 
Richards, Aldina Santos, Lorne Golden and Lorraine De Roos.

67 teenagers attended the first Life Night at Holy Redeemer in 
Bergvliet. Still more teens are expected to join this new catechism 
programme as Life Teen in Cape Town continues to grow from parish 
to parish.

St Martin De Porres Church Lavistown 2013 Pilgram group at St 
Josephs church, Nazareth

Ladies of St Lukes gather to pray the Rosary

152 page resource book on the 
Catholic Church in Cape Town

	parish details
	sunday mass times
	catholic schools
	clergy contact details 
	institutions and 
 programmes
	hospital, immigrant, 
 prison and university 
 chaplaincies
	religious orders and 
 congregations
	archdiocesan administration
	anniversaries of deceased  
 clergy
	liturgical calendar

 … and much more!

Available from:
The Catholic Bookshop, tel 021 465 5904

R80 a copy

A RCHDIOCES A N 
DIREC T ORY 20 14

Available from:
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2013 2012 2013 2012 2013 2012 2013

PARISH NAME
PRIESTS' PROVIDENT 

FUND
MISSION SUNDAY ADVENT APPEAL

PHILIPPINES 
COLLECTION

1 aThLoNe 1,517.00 5,720.70 7,859.30

2 ATLANTIS 829.00 1,002.00 538.00 359.00 1,733.40 2,886.50 619.20

3 BELGRAVIA 1,070.00 1,420.00 1,561.60 775.85 4,700.30 4,952.00 1,312.60

4 BeLhar 4,173.50 2,320.00 1,984.00 1,565.90 10,539.20 9,020.50 1,009.00

5 BELLVILLE 5,108.00 2,295.00 4,576.00 4,675.00 19,930.00 11,658.00 3,930.00

6 BERGVLIET 6,499.85 5,354.10 5,822.00 10,309.85 38,884.05 39,066.95 19,000.00

7 BoNTeheUWeL 945.10 801.90 956.65 665.20 4,313.90 2,440.80

8 BOTHASIG 8,885.60 5,226.45 6,532.75 5,262.40 22,102.35 22,140.55 4,703.95

9 BraCKeNFeLL 2,660.30 2,192.10 1,960.05 2,423.95 9,913.45 7,394.80 2,000.00

10 BrIDgeToWN 524.00 672.95 328.00 1,012.70 2,296.50 3,986.40 270.00

11 CAMPS BAY 2,801.10 3,356.50 1,600.00 2,050.00 9,021.00 9,129.00 4,413.40

12 CaTheDraL 2,247.15 3,455.15 1,824.20 4,694.70 9,539.75 12,279.70 3,707.60

13 CLAREMONT 2,079.00 1,580.20 2,018.20 1,501.05 12,353.75 8,929.20 4,311.50

14 CONSTANTIA 7,690.00 6,180.00 5,300.00 6,010.00 23,160.00 19,130.00 9,320.00

15 DeLFT 430.00 400.00 900.00 450.00 2,650.00 1,100.00 1,500.00

16 DISTRICT SIX 582.05 1,139.90 818.00 1,280.10 2,844.25 5,143.13 577.45

17 DURBANVILLE 8,179.45 10,111.65 8,174.10 8,361.00 35,234.80 34,037.70 9,444.90

18 ELSIE'S RIVER 1,185.00 1,050.40 1,224.00 1,183.20 4,769.70 4,896.80 3,668.90

19 FaCTreToN 1,058.15 1,009.85 1,068.55 1,208.50 3,879.25 4,726.95 635.70

20 FISH HOEK 1,664.00 1,269.05 789.50 1,315.90 9,572.70 4,797.50 1,000.00

21 gooDWooD 3,553.00 4,105.00 4,448.00 3,101.00 14,069.00 12,806.00 5,973.00

22 GRASSY PARK 3,290.00 3,080.00 1,710.00 2,970.00 13,910.00 12,265.00 2,593.00

23 greeN PoINT 3,450.00 2,350.00 2,330.00 2,330.00 10,556.00 8,530.00 3,750.00

24 gUgULeThU 513.00 1,130.00 445.00 1544.50 1,021.85

25 HANOVER PARK 2,151.00 3,790.00 1,642.00 2,100.00 7,298.10 7,590.00 1,728.50

26 HERMANUS 2,044.50 1,660.70 1,904.00 1,914.00 9,092.85 5,260.70

27 HOUT BAY 2,116.70 2,110.90 1,937.80 1,580.70 9,094.90 7,988.20 2,808.30

28 KHAYELITSHA 300.00 120.10 300.00 150.00 0.00 710.00

29 KHAYELITSHA St R 750.00 700.00 1,177.00 311.30 2,401.00 1,917.00 212.60

30 KLEINVLEI 1,669.00 1,250.00 1,514.80 8,441.50 7,483.65 841.50

31 KoeLeNhoF 257.50 600.00 552.65 1,804.90 1,986.30

32 KOMMETJIE 1,799.80 1,773.20 1,665.70 1,597.00 10,035.20 6,082.65

33 KraaIFoNTeIN 2,485.75 2,089.80 2,192.15 2,204.60 6,850.95 9,254.45

34 KUILS RIVER 940.00 2,830.95 580.00 2,118.10 2,807.00 10,004.45

35 LAMBERT'S BAY 537.80 103.00 343.80 218.50 962.25 441.60 337.10

36 LaNga 720.00 367.00 540.00 497.15 3,220.00 2,542.00 250.00

37 LANSDOWNE 9,192.50 8,032.45 5,782.10 5,382.65 26,448.10 24,405.05 3,889.95

38 LAVISTOWN 1,960.00 1,375.00 2,510.00 1,515.00 7,485.50 5,294.00 1,020.00

39 LeNTegeUr 3,247.35 1,797.15 2,148.45 1,329.20 14,922.05 8,112.59 1,969.05

40 MAITLAND 2,076.50 1,532.95 1,350.60 954.05 8,565.45 7,136.10 1,321.50

41 MALMESBURY 534.00 322.65 411.50 269.60 1,797.10 1,508.55 546.80

42 MANENBERG 829.60 505.30 541.10 2,420.10 2,584.75 350.00

43 MATROOSFONTEIN 2,127.00 1,650.00 550.00 2,456.00 10,521.00 6,467.00 3,900.00

44 MILNERTON 3,112.00 3,786.00 2,650.00 2,754.00 11,484.00 14,534.00 3,762.00

45 MOWBRAY 2,781.80 1,627.20 2,692.05 2,332.50 11,757.95  6,778.55 2,936.00

46 NEWLANDS 2,978.00 2,861.55 4,105.00 3,944.55 19,375.05 14,607.95 4,901.70

47 NYANGA 20.00 0.00 248.00

48 OBSERVATORY 537.00 923.25 605.00 504.00 3,822.40 4,713.75

49 OVERBERG 1,533.00 1,122.00 1,107.95 1,154.00 5,863.25 6,158.05 1,730.40

50 PaarL 4,140.05 3,771.15 3,090.05 3,825.65 16,239.20 12,373.40 1,923.00

51 ParoW 4,520.00 4,000.00 4,900.00 4,640.00 17,420.00 15,228.00

52 PAROW VALLEY 2,552.90 2,549.00 1,642.60 2,564.00 11,576.80 7,069.00 1,568.70

53 PINELANDS 2,033.10 2,582.05 2,913.20 2,198.75 10,860.80 13,091.05 3,861.30

54 PLUMSTEAD 3,753.85 4,776.90 4,456.00 4,321.85 17,128.05 20,878.35 4,677.00

55 PORTUGUESE CHAP. 444.75 407.50 457.50 310.05 3,102.55 2,338.95

56 reTreaT 2,646.00 1,510.00 1,365.00 6,710.00 8,662.00

57 ROCKLANDS 1,905.00 1,812.00 1,933.00 1,090.00 8,790.50 6,708.40 2,890.00

58 RONDEBOSCH 5,960.80 6,073.00 8,318.60 8,469.00 37,810.00 39,525.85 28,485.00

59 SEA POINT 3,574.00 3,680.00 5,142.00 4,660.00 14,020.00 12,052.00 5,100.00

60 SIMON'S TOWN 400.00 400.00 3,922.00 3,686.00 12,525.00 11,715.00 3,000.00

61 SOMERSET WEST 6,026.20 4,864.55 7,000.55 4,715.30 23,666.45 20,624.60 10,874.65

62 ST JAMES 3,508.20 3,794.40 3,436.30 3,150.10 10,421.30 9,145.15 3,842.00

63 STEENBERG 1,498.20 1,587.80 1,427.85 1,113.00 6,835.85 8,780.15 1,697.30

64 STELLENBOSCH 5,967.85 4,983.35 9,990.20 16,782.00

65 STRAND 4,430.00 3,620.00 2,676.00 2,910.00 16,957.50 15,480.00

66 STRANDFONTEIN 3,267.00 4,082.00 1,890.00 3,189.50 14,710.00 13,446.40

67 TABLE VIEW 13,840.00 14,215.00 12,770.00 14,230.00 50,260.00 54,270.00 19,260.00

68 TAFELSIG 1,023.15 914.75 1,069.20 563.25 4,108.60 4,915.32 500.00

69 VREDENBURG 1,180.00 950.00 1,040.00 1,320.00 6,238.00 5,867.00 1,005.00

70 WELCOME ESTATE 1,234.25 1,336.30 786.00 929.70 4,355.40 4,703.05 604.85

71 WESTRIDGE 2,680.50 2,188.10 12,020.00 11,094.90 2,114.00

72 WOODSTOCK 700.00 1,200.00 400.00 600.00 2,710.00 2,500.00

73 WYNBERG 6,244.50 4,107.75 4,770.00 3,088.30 21,150.00 18,275.72 2,761.10

TOTALS              R 185,557.90 186,852.65 175,548.20 178,510.30 799,315 .35 749,534.26 210,409.50

Please Note: The above figures represent deposits made up until January 2014.

Recent Second Collections in the Archdiocese of CT

On Tuesday, 11th 
February the Southern 
African Catholic Bishops 
Conference (SACBC) 
AIDS Office, in collabo-
ration with the Catholic 
Parliamentary Liaison 
Office, hosted a launch 
of the book “Catholic 
Responses to AIDS in 
Southern Africa” at the 
Chancery in Cape Town. 

Archbishop Stephen 
Brislin delivered the key-
note address and further 
input about the book 
was given by Fr Stuart 
Bate OMI and Sr Alison 
Munro OP.

The launch was well attended, and entertainment was provided 
by the St Joseph’s Marist College Jazz Band.

The book is a collaboration between the Southern African 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference (SACBC) AIDS Office and St 
Joseph’s Theological institute. It was also launched in January 
during the plenary session of the bishops of the SACBC in 
Manzini, Swaziland.

The book looks at the response of the Church over the past 
thirty years, outlining the programmes to address home based care 
of the sick and the dying, antiretroviral treatment which helped 
turn the tide, prevention, and the care of orphans and vulnerable 
children.

Cardinal Napier’s paper takes a critical look at the response 
of an urban diocese to the pandemic, Bishop Dowling’s details 
the response of a rural diocese. Fr Michael Czerny SJ from the 
office of Cardinal Turkson in Rome examines the Church’s global 
response to AIDS. Different papers examine the theology of sin in 
the context of AIDS, the tricky question for the Catholic Church 
regarding the use of condoms, the issue of whether or not there 
should be HIV testing for candidates to seminaries and religious 
life, how a particular theological institute has addressed the issue 
of AIDS, AIDS as a theme in spiritual direction, and AIDS and 
inter religious dialogue.

The book brings together the work of AIDS activists and 
theologians, and makes details of the Church’s response available 
to a wider public.

The papers were originally presented at a theological conference 
held at St Joseph’s Theological institute in Cedara, KwaZulu 
Natal, South Africa in January 2013.

Cost: R100, plus postage and packing from the SACBC AIDS 
Office (amunro@sacbc.org.za, 012 323 6458). It is also available 
also at the Catholic Bookshop in Cape Town (021 465 5904).

Catholic Responses 
to AIDS in Southern 
Afria launched in 
Cape Town

ABOVE: At the book launch, L-R: Archbishop Stephen 
Brislin, Sr Alison Munro OP, Fr Peter-John Pearson and Fr 
Stuart Bate OMI. The keynote address was given by Arch-
bishop Brislin and further input was given by Sr Alison and 
Fr Stuart. BELOW: St Joseph's Marist College Jazz Band.
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MARCH 1 09.30-12.30 Annual Parish Catechetical Co-ordinator’s Meeting at St Joseph’s Montana
10.30-13.00 Extr. Ministers of Holy Communion Training Part 2 at St Joseph's, Goodwood

6 19.00 Rite of Election at OLHC, Lansdowne
7 19.00 Rite of Election at St Mary's Cathedral
8 09.00-15.00 Spred Training - Sessions 1 & 2 at St John's, Maitland

09.00-13.00 Proclaimers of the Word morning of reflection at Christ the King, Pinelands
09.30-13.00 Single Mothers Workshop at OLHC, Lansdowne

15 10.30-13.30 Funeral Ministery Training at St Joseph's, Goodwood
22 09.00-15.00 Spred Training - Session 3 & 4 at St John's, Maitland
29 09.30-12.30 Catechetical Formation Programme Session 2

at Lansdowne, Koelenhof, Parow and Westridge
09.30-13.00 Parenting Skills Facilitation Training at St Anthony's, Kraaifontein
09.30-12.30 RCIA Session 2 at OLHC, Lansdowne
09.30-12.30 Good Shepherd Catechesis Level 1, Part 1 at OLHC, Lansdowne

APRIL 5 09.00-15.00 Spred Training - Session 5 & 6 at St John's, Maitland
09.30-12.30 Altar Server Co-ordinators meeting at the Chancery

12 09.30-12.30 Catechetical Formation Programme Session 3
at Lansdowne, Koelenhof, Parow and Westridge

09.30-13.00 Marriage Enrichment Training at St Anthony's, Kraaifontein
09.30-12.30 RCIA Session 3 at OLHC, Lansdowne
09.15-14.00 Good Shepherd Catechesis Level 1, Part 1 at the Chancery
09.00-15.00 Spred Training - Session  7 & 8 at St John's, Maitland

MAY 3 09.30-12.30 Parish Catechetical Co-ordinators’ Course Session 1 at St Joseph’s, Montana
09.30-12.30 Care for the Aged Workshop at OLHC, Lansdowne

10 09.30-12.30 Catechetical Formation Programme Session 4
at Lansdowne, Koelenhof, Parow and Westridge

10.30-13.30 Liturgy training at St Joseph's, Goodwood
09.30-12.30 RCIA Session 4 at OLHC, Lansdowne
09.15-14.00 Good Shepherd Catechesis Level 1, Part 1 at the Chancery

31 09.30-15.30 Catechetical Easter Retreat at the Schoenstatt Training Centre

CPD Training Courses

ECCLESIA NEWS
LENT 2014

We will be using the SACBC Lenten Reflections “Belonging to Christ 
- Committed for Mission” during Lent this year. The reflections are 
booklet based (no DVD) and have been written by the Department of 
Evangelisation under the direction of Mgr Barney McAleer. This series 
will be linked to the Lenten Appeal Program.

Lent is a time for spiritual growth and a deeper understanding of who 
we are as Catholics and what the Lord expects of us. It is the perfect 
time to do an Ecclesia series.

Theology is faith using reason seeking understanding (St Thomas 
Aquinas) and it looks as though that is exactly what a number of 
people of the Archdiocese are doing.  Theology classes for 2014 began 
on 22 January and is held in the Chancery atrium every Wednesday 
evening by Monsignor Andrew Borello, who challenges us to reason 
and understand the God whom we love and serve.

A sacristan is one who cares for the sacristy (where vestments and 
sacred vessels are stored), the sanctuary, and all that is needed to have 
good liturgy. Sacristan training, presented by Saville Graayestein and 
Ferryl Steyn, was held in the Chancery chapel on 8 February 2014 and 
was attended by 16 people. Saville and Ferryl have taken on the extra 
ministry of training people for various ministries in the Archdiocese 
of Cape Town. Thank you to those who have answered the call to this 
ministry. 

The Domestic Church office of the Centre for Pastoral 
Development held a morning of formation for Marriage 
Preparation presenters and members of the various marriage 
movements in the Archdiocese on Saturday 8 February. A 
very informative and educational presentation was given by 
Fr Noel Rucastle.

In his presentation he used the analogy of “boarding a 
f light” vs a couple planning to get married.

E-mail Booking  Engagement and Courtship
Ground Work  Gift
Arrival at Airport Annulment issues addressed
ID Document at Desk  Information about Self
Respect on Board Flight Revealing of intention
Respect for Rules Realisation of Commitment   

   Involved
Arrival   Acceptance of Undertaking

Meeting at Arrivals Marriage for Life (Meeting   
   of minds and body)

Unpacking and explaining the above and also referring 
to the Code of Canon Law he gave us all a renewed 
insight and a better understanding of the teachings of the 
Church.

The aim of these workshops and formation is to assist 
the community with Pastoral Care in the Matrimonial 
Covenant and the Sacrament of Marriage. Assistance 
must also be offered by preaching, catechesis adapted to 
minors, youth, and adults, and even the use of instru-
ments of social communication, by which the Christian 
faithful are instructed about the meaning of Christian 
Marriage and about the function of Christian spouses 
and parents.

Jean Hendricks

Marriage Preparation Formation
Fr Noel Rucastle giving a presentation to Marriage Preparation presenters, in the Chancery atrium

The booklets Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion 
and Proclaimers of the Word are 
available from the CPD offices at 
the Chancery for R20 each. 
Our aim is to produce booklets 
for all ministries.

Please direct all queries 
about training to CPD 
at 021 462 2417.



ARCHDIOCESAN NEWS
january-March 2014 10

PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LANDS, 
EGYPT and/or TURKEY with ROME option!!
FREE TRIP FOR YOU AND YOUR PRIEST IF ARRANGED 

VIA YOUR CHURCH OR COMMUNITY!! (t&c applies)

Walk in the footsteps of The Master!!
Cana, Nazareth, Church of The Annunciation, Tiberius, Boat ride Sea of Galilee, 
Capernaum; Mt Beatitudes, Mt Tabor, Jordan River, Golan, Dead Sea; Masada, 
Jericho, Bethany, Mt Zion, Church of Visitation, Shepherd’s Fields; Church of 
the Nativity, Mt Olives, Palm Sunday, Dominus Flevit, Gethsemane; Cave of 
Betrayal, Cave of Assumption, Pater Noster, Stations of the Cross; Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre/Calvary/Tomb, St Ann Church, Wailing Wall; Visit the 

Pyramids and Sphinx with cruise on Nile, or two day tour to Turkey.

OTHER FAMOUS PILGRIMAGES!!
ROME, ASSISI & FRANCE

ROME - Visit Basilicas & Catacombs; Papal audience ; Vatican 
Museum/ Sistine Chapel, St Peters & Colloseum; Day visit to Assisi

FRANCE - Lourdes; Avignon (Palace of the Popes); Nevers (see 
St Bernadette's body); Paris (St Vincent De Paul's & St Catherine's 

bodies); Notre Dame church; Eiffel Tower, etc.

PORTUGAL , SPAIN & FRANCE 
(Absolutely lovely - Private Bus Journey)

FATIMA - International Rosary and Torchlight Procession; Vigil Mass 
- Chapel of Apparitions and Esplanade altar; Stations of the 
Cross followed by a visit to Valinhos, Aljustrel and the parish

SPAIN - Private bus for journey through Spain. Overnight in Burgos, Spain
FRANCE - Lourdes; Avignon (Palace of the Popes) Nevers (see St 
Bernadette's body), Paris (See St Vincent De Paul's, St Catherine's 

bodies); Notre Dame church; Eiffel Tower, etc.

ST FRANCIS PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY
ROME - Visit Basilicas & Catacombs; Papal audience; Vatican 

Museum/Sistine Chapel, St Peter's & Colloseum; Assisi; Pompei; 
Sorrento; San Giovanni Rotondo; San Pio’s Basilica; Monte St Angelo; 

Lanciano - Basilica of Eucharistic Miracle

Professionally arranged by: St Gerard's Holy Tours 
(2002/030680/23 cc)

CONTACT:  Deacon John Sheraton - 021 705 5131 
 or 083 277 7999
ALSO:  Liz Lotters on 082 319 7249 
 or Lee-Ann on 083 304 7117
EMAIL:  stgholytours@gmail.com

Our Catholic Men's Group was com-
missioned by parish priest Fr Job as 
a fully f ledged ministry, on Sunday 
8 December 2013. We were joined 
in a vibrant Mass of praise by other 
visiting men's groups from around the 
diocese, who also  joined us afterwards 
for some refreshments in the hall.

It is as a result of the annual men's 
camp that the bonds of brotherhood 
and friendship have grown. The men 
in this group have each other's prayer-
ful support every day, being strength-
ened to be real men of integrity in 

their families.
This Christmas we had a nativ-

ity play before midnight Mass. The 
difference was that most of the cast 
were adult parishioners (except baby 
Jesus, of course). The dramatisation of 
Joseph and Mary's struggle to find a 
place to bear the newborn took about 
45 minutes, and was supported by the 
congregation's carol singing.

It was definitely a memorable cel-
ebration, as we lived and experienced 
the Holy Family's pain and joy.

Scenes from the Nativity play at St Clare's, Elsie's River

The Catholic Men's Group of St Clare's, Elsie's River inaugurated as a special ministry in the parish, by 
parish priest, Fr Job. Here he presents the group to the parish.

A Memorable Christmas 
at St Clare's

The canonization of Blessed John 
Paul the Great is causing great excite-
ment in the church. Not only because 
it is a mere eight years after his death, 
but also because of his significant 
popularity with the youth. Being the 
founder of World Youth Day he has 
entered the hearts of the young for 
many decades, but it is through his 
writings on the Theology of the Body 
(TOB) that he has been able to further 
touch the hearts and lives of millions 
throughout the world, even years after 
his death. 

The 'Theology of the Body' is Pope 
John Paul II's integrated vision of the 
human person – body, soul, and spirit. 
In these writings, Pope JP II seeks to 
answer three fundamental questions 
about life:  What does it mean to be 
human as male or female; where am I 
headed?  How do I live out my life in a 
way that brings true happiness?

George Weigel, author of Witness 
to Hope: The Biography of Pope 
John Paul II, calls this papal study of 
human sexuality (T.O.B) “one of the 
boldest reconfigurations of Catholic 
theology in centuries” – a “theological 
time-bomb set to go off with dra-
matic consequences… perhaps in the 
twenty-first century.

A group of Theology of the Body 
(TOB) facilitators have been walking 
a close road with Bl. JP II’s teachings 
over the past five years. Under the 
guidance of Marie-Anne Te Brake 
of the Foundation for the Person and 
the Family, these facilitators have 
spread the message of TOB from 
Johannesburg, PTA, KZN and even 
Zimbabwe reaching over 3600 young 
adults and teens. The team was also 
responsible for bringing renowned 
TOB speaker Jason Evert from the 
US to Johannesburg, who addressed 
hundreds of youth and parents. For 
many young South Africans who 
have attended a “Theology of the 
Body”  seminar, not only have their 
lives been touched and changed, but 
so too have their spiritual and inte-
rior lives.

The challenge that the team of 
facilitators have experienced is that the 
content and resources they have been 
using is American based. While the 
content appeals to the entire human 
race the way in which it is delivered, 

it is not appealing to our linguistically 
and culturally diverse nation. As a 
response to this need a team of TOB 
facilitators has been formed to develop 
a uniquely South African Theology 
of the Body program in the form of 
a DVD series. It is has been entitled 
Isipho – The Gift. The team consists 
of TOB facilitators who have skills 
in the areas of music, writing, direct-
ing, producing, research, web design, 
psychology and education.

The DVD’s will be distributed to 
schools, prisons, and hopefully every 
Catholic Church in South Africa. 
Cardinal Napier, Archbishop Slattery 
of Pretoria and Archbishop Tlhagale 
of Johannesburg have all provided 
written letters of support for this 

Isipho – The Gift: Our Gift 
Back to Blessed JP II

initiative. 
To realize the project a sum of R1 

million is needed to fund the research 
and production of the DVD series. 
We wish to appeal to South African 
business men/women, or any Catholic 
who is able to make a donation to 
support this initiative. The youth of 
the world are hungry for truth and the 
Theology of the Body series speaks 
truth to the human heart. 

“The Hunger for Love is often 
stronger than the hunger for bread” – 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta

For any queries or to make donations 
to this project, kindly contact Marie-
Anne Te Brake on +27 11 793 5653 or 
email:  matebrake@global.co.za

Andrina Moodley

The iSipho (The Gift) team that will pioneer this project is: (from left) 
Steven Edwards, Dean Spiller, Mila Szczecina, Andrina Moodley, Diana 
Chigumba and Marie-Anne teBrake.
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HERMITAGE COTTAGE
A self-catering cottage with two bedrooms available for silent prayer, 
retreats and quiet study.

The cottage is set in a forest with a natural spring
and close to the mountains and the sea.
Preference is given to those wanting to stay                                        

for three days or more.

The Grail Centre
Kleinmond, Western Cape
Tel: (028) 271 3410
E-mail: grailadm@mweb.co.za

Maseti

Holy SpiriT CENTrE

Welcomes ALL Church / School Groups
(Alpha, Confirmation, RCIA, Bible Study, etc)
for Retreats, Conferences, Study, or whatever

161A Coronation Road Maitland / PO Box 925 Maitland 7405

We offer accommodation, good food, conference rooms for 100 people, 
a garden, a chapel… and much love and hospitality.

ALL AT LOW, EASY RATES

BOOK EARLY: Manager: 021 510 2988 or 083 723 0293
Public telephone: 021 510 0188. Fax: 021 510 7699. 

E-mail: hscentre@telkomsa.net

This is The hQ of The Cape CaTholiC CharismaTiC renewal 

(Totally Renovated)

ST GERARD'S HOLY TOURS
Pilgrimage to Holy Lands/Cairo 
or Turkey with Rome option!!

An 11 day experience that will change your life!!

APOLOGIES - ALL 2014 PILGRIMAGES FULLY BOOKED!!

Bergvliet - Holy Redeemer Parish - March 2015 - Fr Sizwe CssR. 
Contact Avi Joseph 083 4113351

Charismatic Renewal - Cape Town - April 2015. Fr Emmanuel Siljeur. 
Contact - Pam Morris 082 961 5315 or 021 706 4504

Retreat - Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish - September 2015 - 
Fr Sean Collins CssR. Contact - Connie Petersen 079 460 9318.

Upcoming Pilgrimages to Europe!!
July 2015 - Youth Pilgrimage to France (Lourdes, Avignon, Nevers & 

Paris). Contact Magda Karelse 076 164 5017

August 2015 - Pilgrimage to Rome, Assisi & France (Lourdes, Avignon, 
Nevers and Paris) - Fr Mark Pothier. Contact - Maria (Poppy) Pilcher 

072 369 6019

CONTACT: Deacon John Sheraton - 021 705 5131 or 083 277 7999. 
EMAIL: stgholytours@gmail.com

On Sunday 8 September Kolping mem-
bers from the parishes of Kraaifontein, 
Langa, Kleinvlei, Site C and Delft 
came together to commemorate the 
200th birthday of the founder of the 
movement, Blessed Adolph Kolping.

The day started with Holy Mass 
celebrated by the National Praeses of 
Kolping South Africa, Fr Christian 
Frantz. In his homily Fr Christian 
highlighted that although Fr Adolph 
Kolping was born 200 years ago, his 
message and his teachings are relevant 
today more than ever. Fr Kolping was 
a German Catholic priest, who has 
been beatified by the Catholic Church. 
He was a leader in providing social 
support for young workers in the cit-
ies of Germany during the Industrial 
Revolution. The effects of globalisation 
today mirror the circumstances of the 
Industrial Revolution with conditions 
such as high unemployment, urbanisa-
tion, social degradation and poverty.

During the Holy Mass, 15 new 
members were inaugurated into the 
organisation. The newly appointed 
National Co-ordinator, Ms Anna 
Oppel, was also inaugurated and wel-
comed into the society. The chairman 
of the board, Ms Charmelle Chinnian, 
thanked everyone present and in a 
special way thanked Fr Christian for 
his commitment and dedication to the 
society while being a full time parish 
priest. 

In a short programme after Mass, the 
chairman outlined the strategic plan 
for the organisation which focuses on 
the strengthening of the membership 
to be able to respond to the needs and 
problems facing communities today. 
She encouraged members to discuss 
the future of Kolping in their local 
groups by giving input into how they 
see the future of the organisation, i.e. 
our values, our image and the social 
questions we should address.

After a session, facilitated by Arnelle 
Meyer, on holistic wellness, the day 
ended with all the members socialising 
and enjoying each other’s company 
while feasting on a delicious meal pre-
pared by the Strandfontein Kolping 
Family.

Similar celebrations happened in 
other parts of the country and all over 
the world, marking the 200th Birthday 
of it’s founder. The message of the 
International Kolping Society today is:  
Kolping – a History with a Future.

Judith Turner
Board Member

KOLPING: a History with a Future

Anna Oppel was born in Spoegrivier, a 
tiny rural settlement in Namaqualand. 
She was a teacher for 35 years, the past 
five years as principal of Kraaifontein 
AME primary school. 

Anna left the teaching profes-
sion to become the CEO of Colors 
Academy, where the main focus was 
rural and farm community develop-
ment in the Boland towns of Paarl 
and Villiersdorp. She joined Kolping 
South Africa in October 2013 and 
her mission is to stay true to the 
core purpose of the organisation: to 
empower and support people in their 

New National 
Co-ordinator for KSA

Ms Anna Oppel, new 
KSA Co-ordinator

holistic development, spiritual growth 
and service to others.

Judith Turner
Board Member

This association was established a year 
ago in response to the Archbishop's call 
to bring compassion and caring back 
into the treatment of the sick and vul-
nerable. As a guide to the Association's 
work, its Mission Statement talks 
of its wish to establish a fellowship 
of Catholic Health Carers who will 
empower, support and strengthen 
each other as well as deliberate 
issues affecting life, within a spiritu-
ally sound, moral and ethical context. 
Finally it is its plan to be an effective 
healthcare resource group within the 
Archdiocese. The Association is open 
to all Catholic men and women in 
the Archdiocese who are involved 

CATHOLIC HEALTH 
CARE ASSOCIATION

+

in, associated with 
or retired from any 
of the medical, 
nursing and caring 
professions, includ-
ing doctors, para-
medics, dieticians, 
radiologists, healthcare workers to 
mention a few.

Meetings are held at Nazareth 
House, Vredehoek beginning with 
Holy Mass at 10am and ending at 
1.15pm with Benediction. Meetings 
this year will be held on 22 February, 
10 May, 16 August and 8 November.

Mgr Jock Baird
Chaplain

Fr Christian Frantz handing out Kolping badges to the newly 
inaugurated Kolping Members

Fr Christian introducing the KSA board members to the Kolping 
members. Rosemary Muller (Treasurer) Charmelle Chinnian 
(Chairperson) Judith Turner, Jeanette Albertus and Anna Oppel 
(National Coordinator)Sr Margaret, co-founder of Catholic Health Care Association 

says goodbye to the Health Care commitee on her transfer to 
Johannesburg
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You can also support the work of CWD through the MyVillage/MySchool card and Pick 'n Pay Smart Shopper card points

With the help of our supporters we 
distributed 6687 Buckets of Love last 
Christmas! Thanks to all our friends 
who  cared enough to sponsor Buckets, 
hundreds of families experienced the 
true meaning of Christmas.

Seeing the joy and happiness when 
we handed them their Bucket of Love 
reminded us how much we have to be 
thankful for. 

Believe it or not – many families 
had nothing to eat before the Buckets 
arrived! These simple buckets filled 
with 13 food items were truly a 
godsend in homes where families 
face a daily battle to survive. 

And it’s all thanks to the kindness 
and generosity of caring friends far 
and wide!

We’re especially grateful to all our 
donors who gave so generously, those 
who also gave in lieu of Christmas 
gifts, the churches and parishioners 
who participated in the campaign 
by filling their own buckets as 
well as those who assisted with the 
distribution. Then there were the 
local schools that donated groceries 

and helped pack the buckets, and 
all our kind volunteers who gave of 
their time to make Buckets of Love 
a success. 

We managed to distribute buckets 
in and around Cape Town and as far 
afield as Worcester, Malmesbury, and 
Riebeeck Kasteel, which is located 
about 100 kilometres outside of Cape 
Town.

Christmas would have been 
bleak had it not been for everyone 
who kindly sponsored Buckets! 
So a very, very big thank you for 
making Christmas special for many 
families.

BIG THANKS for ‘Buckets of Love’ success!

TOP, LEFT: St Anne's Primary School students 
lending a hand to pack the buckets. ABOVE: 
Van loaded for distribution by volunteers; TOP 
RIGHT: Families on the farm in De Doorns 
receiving their buckets of love; RIGHT, L-R: 
Margaret Hutchinson is 80 years old and 
welcomed her bucket of love; Women from the 
informal settlement of Masiphumelele in Fish 
Hoek leaving the community centre with their 
buckets of love; Aunty Milly 75 years of age.

CWD’s Catholic Counselling Network (CCN) is a network of 
volunteer lay counsellors rendering a counselling service from 
various parishes. This service, which is mainly referral-based, 
has been running for thirteen years and many individuals have 
benefitted from using the service. The lay counselling service is 
free of charge and offered to anyone, from any denomination, 
who has any personal or social problems. Many people encounter 
hardships on a daily basis, due to the economic and social climate, 
and we would like to encourage as many people as possible to 
make use of CCN’s service to seek support and assistance. It is 
only through sharing our problems and concerns that we are able 
to find solutions and lighten the load of our daily lives. 

The lay counselling service is rendered from the following 
parishes where appointments can be scheduled.

A Network of Care 
and Support

Bergvliet Annette Milner 021 715 8177

Cynthia Wiese 021 794 1601

Bonteheuwel Sandra Chadwick 021 934 9292 

Bothasig Ana Goncalves 021 559 1007 a/h

Mary Finlayson 021 558 0731

Brackenfell Ursulla Mashinini 021 987 6791/082 670 8229

Grassy Park 

Marlene Gonsalves 021 705 9583Parkwood Estate 

Lotus River 

Kraaifontein 

Ursulla Mashinini 021 987 6791/082 670 8229Scottsdene 

Wallacedene 

Malmesbury 

Margaret Alexander 078 844 5690Piketberg

Lingalethu

Matroosfontein Rose Frieslaar 021 394 5287

Northpine Ursulla Mashinini 021 987 6791/082 670 8229

Nyanga Bukeka Bikwani 076 185 2952

Judith Msadu 076 033 9931

Lille Ngqadu 072 145 3068

Retreat 
Wilmot Pope 021 712 8618

Steenberg 

Table View Corina Pedder 021 557 8657

Tafelsig Andria Bossr 021 397 6568

The fire season was upon us again this summer. One such area affected just 
before Christmas was an informal area in Valhalla Park, where 1 400 people 
were left homeless when fires ripped through their shacks, destroying much of 
their belongings. One could clearly see how enormous fire devastation can be, 
not just materially but also emotionally, on its victims. Those affected are at a 
loss for words; it is as if their world has come tumbling down!

As one of the helpers said, “What do you say to someone who has lost 
everything? Words of empathy are not enough.” This fire occurred at a time 
when operations at CWD had closed down for the holiday season. CWD 
Director Malcolm Salida went out to offer some support. Fortunately we still 
had bags of food in stock which was distributed to families in the community.  

Together with other service providers in the field of disaster management, 
CWD’s Crisis Relief and Prevention Programme works tirelessly throughout 
the year assisting communities. This is done via material support, safety and 
awareness programmes and the training of volunteers as support staff. In the 
past year, CWD has assisted 27 communities affected by floods and fires, 
distributed 4 865 crisis relief basins and facilitated 10 educational workshops.  

Homeless after a blaze

A young boy 
rescuing his burnt 
out bicycle from 
the rubble.

Boy Scout donates time to revamping 
WIN Playhouse Benjamin Alexander felt deeply 

honoured and privileged to have 
donated his time and energy for the 
tiny tots of the Women In Need 
(WIN) Playhouse in Salt River. 

The 17-year-old who belongs to 
First Camps Bay Scouts spent more 
than a week revamping and painting 
the crèche, both inside and out. This  
constituted the 40-hour community 
service that forms one of the pillars 
that would enable him to obtain his 
Springbok honours. 

Top scout honours, he explained, 
involves acquiring many skills and 
forms of leadership capacity, which 
include the ability to organise big 
camps and lead long hikes over rugged 
terrain, in which the “pathfinder” 
and “adventurer” ethic are essential 
elements. 

Accompanied by fellow boy-scout 
Joshua Schreiber, 14, Benjamin 
said his time at the Playhouse and 
being with children in need had 
benefitted him far more deeply than 

just fulfilling his boy scout honours. 
Through engaging with the staff and 
pupils of the Playhouse and observing 
them at work, he developed a greater 
awareness of, and sensitivity to, the 
needs of people on the margins of life.

Aside from painting the three 
classrooms, hallway, chalkboards, 
and the playground’s hopscotch pitch, 
jungle gym and concrete table and 
chairs, he also replaced the sandpit 
and planted shrubs, all of it the result 
of careful planning.

Said Benjamin: “Part of my 
development as a leader is to be 
responsible for making things 
possible, outlining its successes as 
well as its difficulties and providing 
explanations, and this applies no 
less to this wonderful experience of 
helping others.”

The WIN programme provides 
outreach and early childhood 
development services to vulnerable 
women and children of greater Cape 
Town. 

Some pics of Benjamin and 
his painting




