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Celebrating the National Week of the
Older Person
National Week of the Older Person: 29 September – 5 October 2014
– a call for reflection and celebration in our Archdiocese

A

t his noon blessing for the Feast of
the Holy Family on 29 December
2013, Pope Francis spoke out in
clear terms of how the elderly have a special
place in his heart and thoughts by asking the
faithful not to forget the ‘hidden exiles, those
exiled by their own families – the elderly –
who sometimes are treated as a burden’.
This powerful call from the Holy Father
should guide personal and parish activities
scheduled for the National Week of Older
Persons: 29 September – 5 October 2014.
This national week came into being to help
remind our country of the honoured place
older persons should have in our communities
and for the contribution that older persons
have made to our country. It should never be
forgotten that our democratic state was built,
in part, through the huge sacrifice made
by older persons drawn from historically
disadvantaged communities, who refused to
be defeated by the tyranny of apartheid.
For the Catholic Church there are other
important dimensions to acknowledging
older persons within its midst. Firstly, there
are the retired priests who during their
active ministry have worked so hard that
their parishes could be living examples of

prayer and sacramental devotion. Secondly,
there is the role that religious communities
have made to building up the common life
of parishes and communities in previous
generations. How many countless parishioners were well educated in church schools
by dedicated teachers of religious orders?
Or what of those who were born and/
or cared for at well run hospitals run by
religious? Thirdly there is the contribution
of the now retired parishioners who through
loyal service to their parishes ensured that
the ‘f lame of Christian witness’ was never
extinguished and ready to be handed over
to the next generation.
It is with this background in mind that
parishes are encouraged to plan activities
that acknowledge the role that older persons
have played and continue to play in the
Archdiocese. Finally, it is worth remembering that the Holy Father is by any definition
an ‘older person’ and yet provides an inspirational example of a ‘long life well led’.
For further information or ref lective
materials for the week of celebration please
contact Bernie Daries on 021 462 2417 or
email: info@justiceandpeace.org.za or bernie.daries@gmail.com

Archbishop Stephen Brislin visited the Nigerian Chaplaincy and celebrated Mass for the
Nigerian community at St Francis Church, Salt River on 20 July 2014. One of the highlights
of the occasion was the presentation of a cash donation to the Archbishop towards the
Year of Faith Church building fund. Photo kindly submitted by Fr Aloysius Abone, Nigerian
chaplain. Pictured above is Archbishop Brislin with the Nigerian Catholic Womens’ League.

Brave New Church – a new look
at Catholic Social Teaching
A new season of Ecclesia – Brave New
Church – begins in parishes in the week of
14 September 2014. This season takes a fresh
new look at our Catholic Social Teachings
and how they can be lived and implemented
in our daily lives.
Many times we have heard people speaking
about the Catholic Social Teachings and
many have asked what they are.
Our Catholic Social Teachings revolve
around the following topics:
1. The Sanctity of Human Life
2. The Dignity of Persons
3. A Call to Family and Community
4. Rights and Responsibilities
5. A Preferential Option for the Poor
6. Solidarity (standing with others)
7. Stewardship of Creation
At Ecclesia you will be able to engage with
these topics at a grassroots level.
Many times we focus on only those issues
that affect us directly but choose to ignore the
issues of those suffering around us. We pray
for only those we know and love.
If we have the common good approach
to prayer instead of the private good, the
attitude towards life and creation will be very
different and this world will be a more pleasant place to live in.
The Justice and Peace department, based
at the Archdiocesan Chancery, pays special
attention to issues involving Catholic Social
Teachings. Apart from this, it functions as
the official social, economic and environmental justice advocacy, and a peace-building
agency under the guidance of the SACBC,
with dedicated programmes across a wide
range of key thematic areas.
It also functions with an integrated, broadbased campaign initiative aimed at getting

local communities to be more organised,
informed, reflective and cohesive so as to
work to take collective responsibility for
social issues which directly affects all communities.
J&P National Campaign
A practical way of helping you to engage
with Catholic Social Teaching No. 7
“Stewardship of Creation” more fully, you
are invited to become a “Friend of St
Francis”. This is a National Justice and
Peace initiative which will allow you as an
individual and a parish to live out what God
has called us to be as Christians and follow
the beautiful spirituality of St Francis.
Become a friend of St Francis
Who is a friend of St Francis? A friend
of St Francis is a parish which has made a
commitment to live in harmony with nature
and its surrounding environment.
General Commitment
1. Make a commitment to study and
understand the spirituality of St Francis
2. Make a commitment to live in harmony
with the surrounding environment
3. Make a commitment to care for God’s
world in all our celebrations and acts
of worship; in our teaching, preaching,
praying and meditation.
4. Energy Commitment (little changes
can create life-long transformation)
5. Make a commitment to change normal
light bulbs to energy efficient bulbs.
6. Make a commitment to switch off all
unused appliances and remove unused
chargers.
7. Make a commitment to have a person
or people responsible to watch and help
Continued on page 3
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Charismatic Conference a gracefilled time for the Church in Africa

From
the

HEART
Among the many gifts that God
has given to his people, the gift
of family is one of the most
important. It is in the family
that we belong, that we are
safe, that we learn to develop
healthy relationships, where
we are sustained and find rest.
Regrettably, that is not the
experience of many people,
and we know that for some
the family is a place of conflict
and pain. Often, children who
grow up in such circumstances
do not have the protection that
they need and are vulnerable to
abuse.
Jesus loved children. He taught
“suffer little children to come
unto me” (Matt 19:1) and that
if we wish to enter the kingdom
of God we must become like
little children (Matt 18:2-4). He
said that if anyone causes “one
of his little ones” to sin it would
be better that he be thrown into
the sea with a millstone around
his neck (Matt 18:6).
It is to our deep shame that
there have been times when
children have been harmed by
Catholic priests. It is to our
deeper shame that there have
been cover-ups of such abuse.We
respect and acknowledge those
brave people who have broken
the silence. While procedures
have been put in place to prevent
sexual abuse of minors by clergy,
and to deal with it transparently
should there be incidents, we
need to go further. Our parishes
must be safe places for children,
free from any form of abuse by
clergy or anyone else. They must

be happy places where children
feel at home and that they
belong. This is important for all
children, especially for those
who experience many difficulties
in their families.
For this reason,theArchdiocese
recently launched the Policy for
the Safeguarding of Children.The
policy – which is available on our
website – has been presented to
the priests of the Archdiocese
and an introduction has been
given to the Chairpersons of
Parish Pastoral Councils – a
workshop will be done with
them later in the year. We
will also give training to those
involved in various ministries in
the Church so that we can all
work together for the safety
of our children and for their
development so that they can
deepen their relationship with
Christ. The Church is where
they should experience Christ’s
love and mercy. That love and
mercy is mediated through
people. I would like to call
upon all Catholics to give their
support to this process and to
ensure the success of the policy
by making our parishes places of
God’s grace.
I wish to give my thanks to
those who have been involved
in the preparation of the
policy, especially those who
are parents, and to those who
are willing to ensure its proper
implementation.

Fr Emmanuel Siljeur, spiritual director to the Charismatic Renewal in
the Archdicocese of Cape Town,
attended the International Catholic
Charismatic Conference in Uganda,
held at the Speke Resort between 30
June and 5 July 2014. About 3000 people, comprising 52 nations, attended.
It was a grace-filled time for the
Church of Africa and it brought
together people of all nations, reminding us of that first Pentecost day. The
theme was taken from the words of
the Acts of the Apostles 2:4: ‘They
were all filled with the Holy Spirit.’
Holy Mass was celebrated each
day and the Blessed Sacrament was
exposed for one hour in which people
were able to adore Christ, our Healer.
5000 people attended the final
Mass, celebrated by Cardinal Peter
Tukson at the place where St Charles
Lwanga, one of the Ugandan martyrs,
was killed. The cardinal called us
to be witnesses to our faith, like the
Ugandan martyrs.
One of the great moments of the
Conference was the Cardinal’s address
to the priests. He said that we are
called to be men of sacrifice, offering
ourselves and uniting ourselves with
the one true priest, Jesus Christ,
The Cardinal shared his story of
how he grew up in a village in Ghana
and how he was attracted to this
priest who walked up and down in the
village. He reminded us that we are
called in different ways to serve and
make sacrifices as priests and that in
making these sacrifices we abandon
ourselves to the Lord who calls us by
name.
Everyone left with a renewed spirit
and a new sense of going out to serve
God. We also committed ourselves to
live out our mission as priests.
The Conference was deeply moving
and it gave us as the Church of Africa
a new sense of hope for the future.
Fr Emmanuel Siljeur

+Stephen Brislin
Archbishop of Cape Town

Fr Emmanuel conversing with
Cardinal Tukson
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The final Mass celebrated by Cardinal Peter Tukson

A vocation is about
the inner fire
I have come to set the earth on fire and
how I wish it were already kindled.
(Luke 12:49)
These words often remind me of the
fire of the Holy Spirit that we received
at baptism, a fire that stirs our spirit to
live for God and a fire that reminds us
that we belong to God.
There is a fire burning in each of
us. It is fire that makes us to long and
yearn for God, the God of our life. It
is a fire that makes us desire God.
In the Gospel of John we hear Jesus
saying that if anyone is thirsty, let him
come to me. Jesus invites us to come
and drink, to come and experience the
joy of living for him. Jesus thirsts for
us to come to him and celebrate our
lives in him.
Joseph Kentenich, the founder of
the Schoenstatt Movement, said that
we cannot bring others to Christ
unless we ourselves are constantly
seeking Christ, that is, unless we are
being witnesses to Christ in the true
sense of the word.
What are we thirsting for? There
are many things that we yearn for or
thirst for. Sometimes we opt for temporary happiness and pleasures. We
choose to live as mediocre Christians,
not fully understanding the power of
the fire that resides within us. We
only need to look around in our own
communities to see how people choose
options that are often not life-giving.
However, there is a desire in all of us
to be great and sometimes that is what
scares us. We are meant to be great,
not in the sense of false power and
arrogance or false status and pride,

Christian Brothers Southern Africa
Who we are
The Congregation of
Christian Brothers is a
world-wide religious
community within the
Catholic Church, founded
by Blessed Edmund Rice.
The Christian Brothers,
as they are commonly
known, chiefly work for
the evangelisation and
education of youth, but are
involved in many ministries,
especially with the poor.

Give it a try!

If you would like to experience what life as
a Brother is like, we’d be happy to arrange
a visit for you, where you will spend time
with a Brother, in a ministry, being part of
a community.
Experiencing first-hand the ‘spirit’ of our
Congregation is the best way to find out
To be brothers to all, modelling our
if you have a calling to join the Christian
dream for a world of justice and love
Brothers.
Take time for prayer and discernment and let God lead you.

JOIN US!
Our Vision

Dare to be a Christian Brother.
Become hope for the world.
CB advert June 2013.indd 1

but we become great through humble
submission to the Father. We become
great when we serve others and live
with the desire to do God’s will.
We become great when we constantly
offer our will into the hand of the
will of God. We become great, not of
our own making, but through God,
who offers us to live with the fire
constantly burning inside of us. We
become great because God loved us
into this world and stirs within us a
deep calling to live for him and serve
him.
As young men and women considering and discerning our personal
vocation we are called to thirst for
what Jesus himself was thirsting for at
the river Jordan: an outpouring of the
Father’s love.
There is a fire burning in each of
us to love and to share this love with
others. There is a fire burning in each
of us to let the fire of God’s love be
kindled.
God calls us to love him, know him
and serve him. Let us love, know and
serve Him with a fire that sets our
hearts ablaze.
If God is calling you to serve him as
a priest or a religious brother or sister,
don’t be afraid. Let the inner fire not
be kept inside of you, but let the fire
be kept burning brightly inside your
heart that there is always a place in
your heart to say yes to the FIRE of
LOVE, JESUS CHRIST.
Fr Emmanuel Siljeur
Episcopal Vicar: Vocations and
Seminary Formation
emmanuelsiljeur@yahoo.com

Where to ﬁnd us
www.edmundrice.net
Telephone: + 27 011 917 2836
Cell: 072 245 2243
email: ricehouse@mweb.co.za
P O Box 614, Boksburg 1460 South Africa
2013/07/18 11:31:072AM

On the Joys of Volunteerism

A Justice and Peace retreat for the Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion of Our Lady of the Rosary, Hanover Park.

Dillon Rumble and Brian Pretorius presenting the “Men as Peacemakers
Campaign” to the Justice and Peace parish representative.

Continued from page 1

reduce energy consumption in
our homes and parishes.
8. Make a commitment to turn our
places of worship into centres
of excellence where we set an
example on energy saving for the
community to follow.
9. Make a commitment to slowly
move to renewable energy sources
for the parish, parish buildings
and our homes.
10.Make a commitment to turn our
good intentions into practical
actions.
11. Make a commitment to engage
the community and the authorities on local energy issues that
need urgent attention, as well
as issues that need continuous
interventions.
Water Commitment
1. As a parish and as individuals to
commit to using water sparingly.
2. Commit to fixing any water leaks
immediately.
3. Commit to educating people on
saving water (investing in long
term saving equipment).
Waste Management
1. As parishes and as individuals
to commit to sustainably use
resources so that minimum waste
is generated.

2. Commit to recycling waste generated by the parish and in the home.
3. Commit to encourage local communities to start recycling projects.
Reducing our Carbon footprint
As a parish, commit to reducing our
carbon footprint by more than 60% in
the next two years through example
and education about health, saving
and environmental matters.
The feast of St Francis is on 4
October and we would like to celebrate it with some action during
the week preceding the feast, with
something to do each day of the week
and a special Mass on the feast day.
If your parish would like to commit
to the above, please send your commitment via your parish priest to info@
justiceandpeace.org.za and your parish name and commitment will be
recorded on the National Justice and
Peace website. A representative from
the Bishops’ Conference will also
come to visit and present your parish
with a certificate of participation.
To read more about our National
projects or pray for specific issues, please
log on to our website at sacbcjusticeandpeace.org, click on the candle at the
top of the page and enter your prayer
and image.
Bernie Daries, J+P Cape Town

PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND, EGYPT
and/or TURKEY with ROME option!!

FREE TRIP FOR YOU AND YOUR PRIEST IF ARRANGED VIA YOUR
CHURCH OR COMMUNITY/ORGANISATION!! (t&c applies)

Walk in the footsteps of The Master!!
Cana, Nazareth, Church of The Annunciation, Tiberius, Boat ride Sea of Galilee, Capernaum; Mt of
Beatitudes, Mt Tabor, Jordan River, Golan, Dead Sea; Masada, Jericho, Bethany, Mt Zion, Church of the
Visitation, Shepherd’s Fields; Church of the Nativity, Mt of Olives, Palm Sunday, Dominus Flevit,
Gethsemane; Cave of Betrayal, Cave of Assumption, Pater Noster, Stations of the Cross; Church of the Holy
Sepulchre/Calvary/Tomb, St Ann Church, Wailing Wall; Visit the Pyramids and Sphinx with cruise on Nile,
or 2 day tour to Turkey.

OTHER FAMOUS PILGRIMAGES!!
ROME, ASSISI & FRANCE
ROME – Visit Basilicas & Catacombs; Papal audience ;Vatican Museum / Sistine Chapel,
St Peters & Colloseum; Day visit to Assisi
FRANCE – Lourdes; Avignon (Palace of the Popes); Nevers (see St Bernadette’s body);
Paris (St Vincent De Paul & St Catherine’s bodies); Notre Dame church; Eiffel Tower, etc,

PORTUGAL, SPAIN & FRANCE (Absolutely lovely – Private Bus Journey)
FATIMA – International Rosary and Torchlight Procession; Vigil Mass – Chapel of Apparitions
and Esplanade altar; Stations of the Cross followed by a visit to Valinhos, Aljustrel and the parish
SPAIN - Private bus for journey through Spain. Overnight in Burgos, Spain
FRANCE - Lourdes; Avignon (Palace of the Popes) Nevers (see St Bernadette’s body),
Paris (See St Vincent De Paul & St Catherine’s bodies); Notre Dame church; Eiffel Tower, etc

ST FRANCIS PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY

ROME – Visit Basilicas & Catacombs; Papal audience; Vatican Museum / Sistine Chapel, St Peters
& Colloseum; Assisi; Pompei; Sorrento; San Giovanni Rotondo; San Pio’s Basilica; Monte St Angelo;
Lanciano – Basilica of the Eucharistic Miracle
Professionally arranged by: St Gerards Holy Tours (2002/030680/23 cc)
Contact: Deacon John Sheraton – 021 705 5131 or 083 277 7999
Also: Shawn Lotters on 082 543 5762
Email: stgholytours@gmail.com
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Volunteerism in the Edmund Rice
Camps (ERC) context through the
ERC one-on-one volunteer model has
been the life-line of many children
and youth at risk of dropping out
of mainstream society. The strong
bond that is formed between a child
on camp (called a ‘buddy’) and a
volunteer on camp (called a ‘leader’)
is the indispensable ingredient for
children and youth to start trusting
and believing in something that is
called ‘good’.
To say it with conviction and in
truth, ERC cannot operate without
the generosity of our volunteers, a
total of over 2500 who have served
over 3000 children since 2003, and
still requires the ongoing generosity
of young adults.
Edmund Rice Camps Western Cape
is a program of the Christian Brothers
Association of South Africa. Blessed
Edmund Rice, an Irishman who lived
in the 1800s, is the Founder of the
Christian Brothers.
ERC Western Cape provides opportunities for vulnerable and marginalized children and youth to experience
positive and meaningful relationships
through the mentorship of positive
young adult volunteers between 17
and 30 years. Young adult volunteers
generously give of their time and skills
to mentor children of 7-12 years and
youth of 13-16 years on monthly recreational and life-skills camps. Camps
are seen as a safe place in which
children can be children, can discover
and re-discover their talents and is a
channel of belief for children to value
themselves as individuals.
A potential ERC volunteer requires
the will to do good; commitment to a
good cause; openness to learning and
development and should not have a
criminal record, or a history that is
questionable. ERC provides training
to our volunteers prior to participation
on camp and we conduct ongoing
evaluation of volunteers. A committed

Volunteer leaders and buddies

Edmund Rice Camps drama showcase

Volunteer leader debriefing or
reflection session

volunteer of ERC has access to development opportunities provided by
the ERN through accredited training
courses. The development opportunities provided by ERC in the past have
opened many doors for unemployed
volunteers to enter the job-market and
directed volunteers into their preferred
field of study.
ERC volunteers have a volunteer life
span of two years. Currently we have
between 20 and 30 volunteers who
have been with ERC for two to four
years and who participate on an ERC
camp at least three times per annum.
Many of these volunteers take on different leadership roles on camp.
We would like to invite young
adults within the church communities, youth groups, post-Confirmation
groups and sodalities to become part
of the ERC Family. Should you wish
to join us, please contact Jennifer at
073 404 6282. Camps take place
at the Christian Brothers Centre,
Stellenbosch. For more information
and to view our dynamic video of 10
minutes, go to our website at www.
edmundricecamps.org.za
Looking forward to keeping up the
spirit of volunteerism.
Thank you to our partners and
funders for making the camps possible.
Jennifer Fredericks
ERC Co-ordinator
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YOUTH CHAPLAINCY
Warm greetings to everyone!
I am glad that winter is just about behind us and that spring
is fast approaching! here are a few highlights of what the youth
of the Western Cape got up to these past few icy months!
Firstly, a massive thank you to all who attended our June 16

Youth Day Mass, and especially to the Eastern Deanery youth
leaders for all their effort in the preparations. We received a
lot of positive feedback and it was a blessing to see so many
young people there. We had a record number of people and
parishes present!

Theology
Today
Mgr Andrew Borello

Youth Day Mass and celebrations held at OLHC, Lansdowne

I always love getting invited to visit youth groups. Thank
you to Kleinvlei for inviting me to the re-launch of their
youth Mass themed around “Building the Temple of the
Lord”. It was also a pleasure visiting Paarl’s Life Teen

group as they explored the four marks of the Church. an
especially exciting event was the launch of grassy Park’s
‘one’ youth group which unites the youth of the three
different church communities.

A visit to the launch of Grassy Park’s ‘One’ youth group

retreats and camps are also great opportunities to
grow in faith and fellowship and so we thank Springfield
convent for inviting us to facilitate their Confirmation
retreat; and Life Teen Table View who invited us to

Fr Charles at the Life Teen summer camp in the USA

It is always encouraging to see things going on that
unite our youth and youth leaders. I take my hat off to
Dominique Yon from Durbanville parish for organising a
highly successful inter-parish sports day; and to the chaps

their combined camp with Paarl and Bergvliet’s youth
groups.
Speaking of camps – Fr Charles was recently in the USA
serving on a Life Teen summer camp!

Life Teen camp for Paarl, Table View & Bergvliet

behind the Catholic Leadership Academy (CLA) who are
creating an amazing platform for youth leaders across the
board to learn from some hugely inspiring people. Keep
it up!

Part of our response to god’s
revelation to us is our pastoral
care of one another – who and
what we are for each other in the
realisation of being as Jesus to one
another. In the gospels, the image
of the Good Shepherd is a very
significant and powerful image.
Jesus is the one who shepherds
his flock and his own know him
and listen to his voice as he leads
them from the sheepfold to good
pastures. Everything that Jesus
does is a loving response to the
needs of the sheep. Those who
have gone astray are searched
for and led back, the wounded
are healed, sinners are forgiven,
the outcasts are reconciled and
brought back into the mainstream
of life, the possessed are freed
and the dead raised to life.
Through the presence and
action of the Holy Spirit, we are
called to be Jesus to one another.
This means in some way for us to
be like the shepherd. hence the
fact that part of our response to
Jesus is the pastoral or shepherding care that we need to exercise
for one another. We have to have
a deep concern and compassion
for whoever is in need. This is
true of those who belong to the
flock and those outside of it.
Bishops, priests and deacons are
ordained to be pastors – priests
and deacons to assist the Bishop
in that task that is so fundamental
to who he is.
Yet all are called by virtue of
baptism and confirmation to not
only be pastured, but themselves
to work collaboratively with the
ordained pastors in this vital task.
We have Parish Pastoral Councils
where lay people are elected and
appointed to undertake this task
with the ordained pastor. This

involves knowing the sheep and
their needs and finding ways of
acting to respond to these needs.
again it is an issue of serving not
only the flock, but whoever is in
need. Jesus places no limitations
on who is to be loved and cared
for.
Wherever we find ourselves
we need to be ready to care and
to love: To make a difference to
the life of each person whom we
encounter. all too often we have
been closed in on the flock and
have not been available to pastor
beyond the flock. every person
who is in need is our neighbour
and we need to be ready to know
their need and to make a difference. how can we say that we
love god whom we cannot see
when we fail to love the neighbour
whom we do see. The issue here
is of seeing the neediness of the
neighbour. We can become very
selective in terms of seeing or of
evaluating what the needs are.
Whether in the pastoral structures of the Church or in our individual capacities, we have to grow
in awareness of our brothers and
sisters and their needs. These
are not only spiritual needs, but
also the physical, emotional, psychological, social, economic and
political needs. We, as Church,
need to be involved in shepherding one another.
This means not only seeing the
needs of others, but also being
able to speak of our own needs
and of asking one another for
help. here again we often find
it difficult to ask for help, feeling
guilty about being in need. how
are we to know that the shepherd
is working in us unless we can
shepherd one another and be
shepherded.

KOLPING
Catholic Leadership Academy providing a platform for youth leaders

Guest House &
Conference Facility
Situated in a tranquil garden setting in the centre
of Durbanville, with pool and braai facilities, we
offer both tastefully decorated Bed and Breakfast
rooms and Self-Catering units, as well as a full
English breakfast and dinner by arrangement.
Conference facilities, wheelchair facilities,
within walking distance of shops, restaurants,
banks and close proximity to Catholic Church,
tennis courts, golf course and wine route.

Participants in the inter-parish sports day

Looking to the future now – please can all Youth
Leaders, Young Adults, Altar Server Co-ordinators
and Liturgical Dance Co-ordinators attend the Faith
Formation Day on 30 August. You should have
received all info by now via email and post. We will be
officially launching our ecclesia series on that day and are
very excited about this!
Our Youth Leadership Training weekend is on 12-14
September and we are very much looking forward to
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that too.
Lastly, a reminder about World Youth Day in Poland:
Preparations are underway – for any info please contact
our office.
Until next time, take care, God bless and enjoy the
sunshine of Spring!
Peace and Blessings,
Sean Lategan
Assistant to the Youth Chaplain

We would like to be your
home away from home

CONTACT

Elisabeth Blank, Manager
7 Biccard Street Durbanville 7550
Tel +27 21 970 2900.
Fax +27 21 976 9839
Cell 082 584 1483
E-mail: info@kolpingguesthouse.co.za
www.kolpingguesthouse.co.za
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Secrets of the Abbey
A short story by Fr Ralph de Hahn
Only the ruins remain of the ancient
Abbey of Frassinoro, situated in the
Italian Apennines in the province of
Modena; it is located 70km south west
of the northern capital city Bologna,
which was then Europe’s great cultural and artistic centre. This once
famous Abbey was one of the many
Benedictine monasteries of Europe
which stood majestic as a fortress – a
sight to behold!
However, at its feet lay the ‘Valley
of the Poor’ where many hundreds of
homeless peasants dwelled in most
unpleasant conditions. They, of course,
looked up to the Abbey for food and
covering for the winter months; but
among them was a bunch of noisy rabble, whose leader was named ‘Diabolo’
by the Abbot, and they prompted the
Abbey to close their doors in disgust.
The Abbot then was the kindly
Father Bernardo, while the Master of
Discipline was Father Giovanni who, as
a religious, stood for no nonsense. “This
Diabolo and his rabble group are the
children of the devil!” he would declare;
the response from the Abbot was always
the same, “They are all God’s own
children!”
Brother Luke, kneeling quietly before
the tabernacle, would simply sigh his
approval. Brother Luke was himself a
short hunchback with a bad foot, but a
very pleasant loveable individual.
The story unfolds, as I recall it: the
monks were industrious in making
bread, caring for their vegetable garden
and the dairy products and, of course,
the wine cellar.
The pantry was always well supplied;
the well-fed monks gave testimony to
that!
Now something evidently went wrong,
for there were instances when Master
Giovanni began complaining that food
was disappearing from the pantry.
“I swear we had two cans of milk only
yesterday, but now I don’t know…”
“You must be mistaken, brother,”
commented the gentle Abbot, “nobody
enters this Abbey but ourselves.”
The following week Fr G was again
on the warpath, “Ten loaves of bread
have disappeared.” With a smile Father
Bernardo replied, “Then somebody
among us has been extremely hungry,
or maybe it’s the angels!”
“Angels like Diabolo, sure, but how
do they get inside here?” grunted the
Master of Discipline. So Father G set
about searching every cell and every
face; but every face reflected solemn
innocence and peace, just like that of
Brother Luke kneeling prayerfully in
the chapel.
On the following occasion Father G
roared, “There’s a thief in this Abbey;
the meat is running short, the bottles
of wine are decreasing, and somebody

Focus on our Catholic Schools and
their principals
Second in our series is Ms Ingrid Leukes, principal of St Raphael’s, Athlone who is one of the executive members of the
Principals’ Forum. Written by Colleen Bentley, Chairperson of the Catholic Schools’ Principals’ Forum

must be responsible, for I know there
are no secret tunnels in this Abbey.”
“It just could be our rabble friend
Diabolo, maybe the real one!!”
“Satan himself? No! How can any
diabolical creature enter this house of
God?”
Here was the problem. No devil
intrusion, no secret passages, no underground tunnels. It was the gentle Abbot
who finally came up with a solution.
“Why not ask Father Ignatius, who is
the longest living monk in this Abbey.
He would surely know about any secret
tunnels in or out of this fortress.”
The tension and confusion continued.
Food missing, heads buzzing, while
Brother Luke was quite content to pray
for the house.
The secret came out when Father
Ignatius, seeking an answer to the riddle, disguised himself as one of the
desperate tramps and left the Abbey in
the dark of night to join Diabolo and
his rabble gang below. It was dark, and
the moon was hiding behind a cloud.
And then it happened! From behind a
bush attached to the wall of the fortress
appeared a small dark figure, with a
hood and black cloak. He deposited a
large parcel of food: bread, vegetables,
meat and cans of milk – and then
disappeared behind the bush. The poor
peasants ran to the spot joyfully, thanking the Lord!
Ignatius stared in utter amazement.
“So” he muttered “there IS a secret tunnel from the Abbey, there is an ‘apostle
to the poor’ among us.”
The following morning the Abbot
and the furious Master G asked the
obvious question. “Well? Tell us!”
Brother Ignatius gave his report: “I
witnessed a brother angel come out
of nowhere with a parcel to feed the
hungry and the sick…”.
“But who? and with our food! Our
pantry is empty!”
Ignatius sighed, “All belongs to God.
He provides for all of us, and also for
the poor.”
Father G persisted with his questioning: “Is there a secret tunnel in and out
of this Abbey?” “That I do not know”
replied the witness, “but this I DO
know. God’s ways are not our ways.”
The infuriated Master of Discipline,
Giovanni, rushed to the chapel, fell on
his knees before the Eucharistic presence, and put his questions to the Lord;
and there in the front pew was the small
deformed figure of Brother Luke, eyes
closed, hands innocently folded, and far
away in prayer.

St Raphael’s School is tucked away
next to the forecourt of St Raphael’s
Church, near the commercial hub
of Athlone. I arrive on a blustery
November morning to be met by an
active school, with workmen to-ing
and fro-ing and parents patiently
waiting their turn in the busy reception area.
I’ve never met Mrs Leukes, so
I too wait a trifle anxiously to
be admitted to the inner sanctum,
aware that this is a mover and
shaker I am about to meet, a winner of a national leadership award
whose school has triumphed in the
Growsmart Competition: a busy
person. At first I think she is one
of the teachers and I peer into her
office, tentatively seeking the Boss
Lady. However, she is not tucked
away behind a desk, but sitting in
front of it, facing the open room, the
first sign that this is someone who
leads from the front. Dressed in St
Raphael’s corporate clothing, she is
ready to engage with all who enter.
A large smile welcomes me and
as she frequently addresses me by
name, I am drawn into her world.
Mrs Leukes has been principal at
St Raphael’s for seven years, and on
being asked about how her leadership award came about she recounts
how she set out to ensure parental involvement in her school by
developing a volunteer programme
wherein the parents assist at the
school with various tasks and in
turn are assisted with computer
skills, testimonials and such like. She
involves her parent community in
the academic programme: at parent meetings, teachers distribute
Mathematics and language booklets,
showing how parents can help children with various activities and the
language they will need to supplement the syllabus. With these new
partners, Mrs Leukes sets academic
targets, harnessing the competitive
spirit in parents who encourage
their children to meet them: ‘a
good nightmare’ is how Mrs Leukes
describes this ‘encouragement’.
Parents have painted murals, forming
what St Raphael’s staff call the ‘outside classroom’. The murals depict
spelling rules and other important
rules which create osmosis-style
learning, extending the classroom
outdoors and providing additional

chalkboards for the teachers, as well
as brightening up the surroundings in
the corridors.
Mrs Leukes describes herself as
a ‘professional beggar’, who solicits sponsorships wherever she can.
Her latest project is sourcing paint
to restore the outside walls of St
Raphael’s, which at the venerable age
of 85 years is in need of an external
facelift. Turnaround of infrastructure
is the overall plan. Her parents have
identified the inside woodwork on the
doors as being a priority also, and so
these beautiful Oregon pine doors are
being restored lovingly. (A daunting
task if one considers how many doors
exist in a school housing 793 children).
But she declares that the essence of
her success (Her award in the National
Teaching Awards is for Excellence in
Primary School Leadership) has been
in making do with what you have (I
think she is more than ‘making do, but
it is her attitude that impresses me’: I
am in the presence of a glass-is-half-full
woman.
An important part of the publicprivate partnerships at work in St
Raphael’s are the social contracts
this fearless leader and her SGB has
negotiated with local drug dealers, to
ensure her learners’ safety. Her school
has not reported any break-ins in five
years and the dealers even warn them
when the gate has been left open.
This community has claimed its school:
even the grandparents take on stragglers left at school too late. Fr Albert
Gonsalves at the parish of St Raphael’s
is also a collaborator in this community;
church and school share facilities and
co-operate.
Her own children (a son and daughter) have passed through this school,
a testament to the trust Mrs Leukes
places in her staff. She herself is a
product of Vanguard Primary School
and St Theresa’s, Hewitt College,
UCT and ultimately Nelson Mandela
University where she obtained her
Master’s degree in Education. Regina
Coeli Primary School nurtured her
early growth as a teacher and she was
able to grow in her faith and develop
a sense of the missionary work of
education. She served as a Head of
Department at Hazendal Primary
School for 10 years before returning
to what she sees as her mission in
Catholic schools.
When asked what advice she can

offer other principals, she cautions
against ‘rocking the boat’ initially:
‘Work on building relationships of
trust in that first year’, she suggests.
Her suggestion to parents is that
we are all raising children; we are
not their friends. She encourages
parents to give their offspring the
‘wrapping paper’ so that they may
be ‘gifts to others.’
St Raphael’s is not without ongoing challenges: The school falls into
quintile five and parents are charged
a mere R1 000 per annum with only
60% able to pay this. Infrastructure
continues to need upgrading: the
school was built in an ad hoc manner
with no sports fields, so teachers are forced to think out of the
box when extramural activities are
concerned. Learners participate in
crafts, board games and run in the
road. Golf SA has stepped up to
the plate with some assistance. The
curriculum assumes skill sets not
achieved by many learners new to
the school. Only 37% of the nearly
800 youngsters are locals, with the
rest coming in from as far afield as
Mitchell’s Plain and Khayelitsha; 21%
of the school population are Muslim
learners, coming from homes however with a good understanding and
appreciation of the Catholic school.
Mrs Leukes has worked to transcend all the challenges by extending
their vision beyond the limitations
of their constraints. MAD is their
slogan: Make A Difference. And they
are learning from a master. Her philosophy of education as a vehicle for
change is embodied in her frequently saying to her learners: ‘Dream
it; Believe it; Do something about
it – go and Achieve it.’ St Raphael’s
alumni graduate to schools such as
Gardens Commercial, Cape Town
High, Spes Bona and Holy Cross,
Maitland. There they are making a
difference, but still return to the
nurturing of their primary school,
with those at state schools saddened
that there is no longer prayer at the
heart of their school day. Ethos at St
Raphael’s is non-negotiable.
Before I dash out into an unusual
summer drizzle at the end of my
visit, and inspired in myself to make
a difference, Mrs Leukes hugs me
goodbye. I have made a friend.
Colleen Bentley
Chairperson

St Gerard’s Holy Tours

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land/Egypt or Turkey with
Rome or Greece option!!
An 11 day experience that will change your life!!
Charismatic Renewal, Cape Town – April 2015 – Fr Emmanuel Siljeur & Fr Sizwe CSsR.
Contact Pam Morris 082 961 5315 or 021 706 4504
St Martin De Porres Parish, Pietermaritzberg – July 2015 – Fr Cassiano Kalima
Contact Cheryllyn Smith 082 435 4704
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish, Retreat – September 2015 – Fr Sean Collins CSsR
Contact Connie Petersen 079 460 9318
St John Bosco Parish, Westridge, Mitchells Plain – October 2015 – Fr Eoin Farrelly SDB
Contact Deacon Mervin Solomons 082 373 9900

Upcoming Pilgrimages to Europe!!
July 2015 – Youth Pilgrimage to France (Lourdes, Avignon, Nevers & Paris)
Contact Magda Karelse 076 164 5017
August 2015 – Pilgrimage to Rome, Assisi & France (Lourdes, Avignon, Nevers and Paris)
– Fr Mark Pothier. Contact Maria (Poppy) Pilcher 072 369 6019
June 2016 – Pilgrimage to Portugal (Fatima), Spain & France (Lourdes, Avignon, Nevers
and Paris) – Fr Job MSFS. Contact Deacon Joseph Arulandu 082 466 8057

Contact: Deacon John Sheraton on 021 705 5131 or 083 277 7999
or Shawn Lotters on 082 543 5762. Email: stgholytours@gmail.com
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Abortion Warning
‘The Pill’ can abort, undetected, soon
after conception. A medical fact.
See www.humanlife.org/abortion_
does_the_pill.php

63 Years of Marriage

David Sylvester and Frances Hendrika Hartzenberg (née Johannes) of
Ss John and Paul, Belhar celebrated their 63rd wedding anniversary
on Monday 26 May 2014. They are blessed with six children, 11
grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren. Fr Justin, assisted by Dcn
Arthur Johannes, celebrated a thanksgiving Mass for them on the day.
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PARISH NAME

LENT

LENT

ECCLES.
EDUCN
FUND

2014

PRIESTS’
MEDICAL
FUND

2014

2013
12,140.00

ATLANTIS

6,639.40

10,023.35

235.00

815.00

550.00

BELGRAVIA

12,907.15

8,930.00

1,321.20

1,430.00

1,827.70

1,507.70

BeLhar

20,767.00

15,101.10

1,924.00

1,144.70

2,047.00

BELLVILLE

35,796.00

45,242.97

5,579.00

5,927.00

4,440.00

BoNTeheUWeL

2013

PRIESTS’
MEDICAL
FUND

11,960.00

a hLoNe
aT

2014

ECCLES.
EDUCN
FUND
1,000.00

2013
1,280.00

6,971.00

7,079.00

5,128.95

1,163.50

698.20

BOTHASIG

37,497.08

36,882.61

4,522.50

5,730.60

8,416.65

8,521.45

BraCKeNFeLL

20,628.25

17,071.30

2,366.15

1,561.45

3,408.90

2,223.20

BrIDgeTo
T WN
To

4,872.50

6,466.08

140.00

655.00

248.70

610.00

CAMPS BAY

12,838.80

9,623.00

2,174.00

2,514.60

3,709.70

3,415.00

CaT
a heDraL
aT

18,364.84

19,723.55

2,435.00

2,384.35

3,162.80

3,709.30

CLAREMONT

18,331.40

16,456.40

1,772.00

2,197.85

2,887.10

4,024.75

CONSTANTIA

40,987.05

31,927.75

5,750.00

4,430.00

7,560.00

6,720.00

5,352.55

6,925.00

380.00

520.00

500.00

520.00

DeLFT
DISTRICT SIX

7,201.50

8,478.90

907.70

736.65

958.90

545.00

DURBANVILLE

57,967.35

59,418.40

7,432.85

7,712.80

10,694.00

10,914.10

ELSIE’S RIVER

11,268.45

10,538.50

1,361.30

1,189.05

1,624.10

1,278.40

F CTreTo
Fa
T N
To

9,433.00

8,778.35

1,228.50

1,477.70

1,156.60

1,158.10

FISH HOEK

12,403.03

9,674.05

1,049.05

884.75

1,571.55

1,055.30

gooDWooD

26,683.00

24,220.00

3,116.00

2,720.00

2,331.00

3,685.00

GRASSY PARK

29,053.00

27,158.00

1,622.00

2,280.00

2,010.00

3,440.00

greeN PoINT

21,870.00

15,000.00

2,450.00

3,990.00

2,850.00

2,060.00

gUgULeThU

3,257.70

1,697.00

580.00

584.00

HANOVER PARK

18,354.80

16,724.65

1,905.70

764.20

1,450.00

1,493.05

hea hFIeLD
heaT

72,538.60

73,680.10

5,928.75

6,769.25

7,514.95

4,698.45

HERMANUS

14,701.65

18,626.40

1,736.50

2,152.00

2,454.50

HOUT BAY

13,515.19

11,716.40

1,057.50

1,461.50

2,085.90

1,408.60

1,380.00

K/LITSHA OLQOA
K/LITSHA St Raphael
KLEINVLEI
K LeNhoF
Koe

2,028.40

490.00

250.00

The Bothasig Branch of the Catholic Women’s League decided to
do something special for Mandela Day. Here are some of the members with the clothing the members made – which was donated to
Catholic Welfare and Development – Adele Dawson, Secretary.

P O Box 379
8000 Cape Town
Tel: 021 465 5904
Fax: 021 461 0785
E-mail: custserv.cbs@mweb.co.za

THERESE, FAUSTINA, AND
BERNADETTE: Three saints who
challenged my faith, gave me hope,
and taught me how to love Elizabeth

Ficocelli an author, speaker, and retreat leader introduces
her readers to three remarkable women saints who became
not only her role models, but also her life-changing friends.
They taught her about faith, hope and love, and showed her
what true Catholic womanhood looks like. “Tender, honest,
introspective, and deeply personal” - Donald Calloway, MIC
2014 pb 173pp R190.00

PRAYERS FOR LIFE: 40 daily
devotions Mary Anne Kuharski a longtime activist

and champion of pro-life causes, presents an inspiring fortyday devotional for anyone concerned about abortion and
the dignity of life. These brief, powerful, Christ-focused
reflections remind the reader of prayer’s potency as a
force for change. “A wonderful treasure for the pro-life
movement” - Bill Miscamble, CSC
2014 pb 114pp R130.00

200.00

8,590.00

9,708.00

277.40

305.00

940.00

468.50

16,098.00

16,816.40

1,553.00

1,340.00

1,612.00

1,200.00

4,351.55

4,208.10

324.00

KOMMETJIE

19,506.90

19,389.40

2,089.00

1,810.45

2,051.70

2,259.50

CHILDREN

KraaIFoNTeIN

18,542.80

19,484.95

1,584.15

2,267.00

2,313.00

1,994.90

KUILS RIVER

14,005.35

24,451.05

366.00

2,703.00

IBHAYIBHILE YABANTWANA:
Elona bali libalulekileyo ehlabathini a

1,169.85

LAMBERT’S BAY

1,024.95

980.60

143.75

111.20

249.70

184.30

LaNga

8,495.80

7,462.20

428.00

770.00

430.00

430.00

LANSDOWNE

54,398.04

48,932.89

4,512.15

5,327.25

5,469.70

7,300.41

LAVISTOWN

15,670.00

14,418.50

1,599.00

1,208.00

1,865.00

1,720.00

LeNTegeUr

34,289.25

16,398.80

2,343.15

3,319.70

3,425.65

3,243.35

MAITLAND

12,562.85

11,298.95

1,190.00

1,637.75

943.00

1,971.80

2,830.90

2,612.45

234.40

375.55

317.10

450.95

MALMESBURY
MANENBERG

4,455.47

6,334.55

488.70

588.80

MATROOSFONTEIN

22,176.05

16,048.40

3,505.00

2,161.00

2,465.00

8,165.00

MILNERTON

18,252.00

26,005.00

2,450.00

2,751.00

2,510.00

3,160.00

MOWBRAY

19,776.15

11,441.37

2,384.40

1,083.40

3,271.20

3,050.70

NEWLANDS

30,639.85

25,994.85

3,304.60

2,608.20

4,277.20

4,928.65

723.60

1,285.00

4,860.20

4,697.75

553.60

663.00

583.00

NYANGA
OBSERVATORY
OVERBERG

806.70

9,732.85

7,372.70

1,232.80

1,449.70

1,345.40

1,382.40

P
Paar
L

33,468.70

26,966.10

4,484.60

4,426.70

4,731.10

3,676.50

P
Paro
W

32,270.00

30,824.00

4,000.00

3,700.00

4,500.00

4,320.00

PAROW VALLEY

15,954.00

15,768.30

2,094.00

1,893.10

2,182.00

2,466.00

PINELANDS

22,120.95

20,170.25

3,778.45

2,250.85

4,305.05

3,075.80

PLUMSTEAD

39,166.81

35,184.40

4,881.20

3,848.00

5,725.50

5,642.85

PORTUGUESE

6,250.85

4,789.05

1,070.10

655.50

520.05

491.45

reTreaT
rea
reaT

13,950.00

16,304.00

1,075.00

ROCKLANDS

20,445.10

20,194.00

2,127.00

1,590.00

1,655.00

2,663.70

RONDEBOSCH

65,988.50

68,272.45

8,351.00

8,286.00

7,891.50

7,151.50

SEA POINT

24,000.00

21,589.00

3,120.00

2,200.00

3,200.00

3,000.00

SIMON’S TOWN

17,003.00

19,313.00

500.00

400.00

500.00

450.00

SOMERSET WEST

35,085.20

33,824.50

5,270.70

4,151.05

6,670.45

6,643.00

ST JAMES

23,246.73

18,219.40

3,612.40

2,876.40

3,377.00

3,909.30

STEENBERG

16,737.05

13,765.15

1,527.40

1,355.40

1,698.80

1,424.30

STELLENBOSCH

32,097.30

29,248.00

4,514.50

STRAND

35,400.00

29,720.00

5,250.00

2,631.00

3,370.00

3,475.00

STRANDFONTEIN

29,786.00

25,057.00

1,520.00

3,258.00

2,800.00

2,860.00

100,440.00

91,030.00

13,005.00

11,280.00

18,280.00

18,350.00

5,605.43

8,604.85

335.20

1,187.30

1,527.60

1,284.00

VREDENBURG

11,421.95

11,789.00

720.00

1,365.00

1,810.00

450.00

WELCOME ESTATE

12,246.91

11,219.00

708.70

719.00

1,378.80

889.00

WESTRIDGE

21,090.00

19,856.55

1,500.00

2,806.00

3,100.00

2,860.00

8,640.00

5,660.00

500.00

610.00

1,070.00

39,170.00

35,629.74

3,990.00

3,951.80

4,490.00

3,630.85

TOTALS
1,536,243.93
1,437,072.46
165,918.85
Please Note:The above figures represent deposits made up until 30 June 2014.

159,694.65

199,242.45

199,491.66

TABLE VIEW
TAFELSIG

WOODSTOCK
WYNBERG
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4,349.30

beautifully illustrated children’s bible in Xhosa, suitable for
8-11 year olds 2008/2011 hc 255pp R88.00

CIRCLES OF JOY
Teaching the Psalms to children Regine

Fanning, RSM & Clare O’Malley This reproducible
(copyright free) activity book for grades 1-3 is a delightful
introduction to the psalms. It provides teachers, catechists
and home-schoolers with ready-made material to
supplement an existing curriculum. an instructive, yet fun
way to introduce children to the psalms. a great resource
for teachers and catechists as well as parents who want to
play a role in their child’s religious education. reproducible
sheets make it perfect for classroom environments. Teachers’ notes are included
for additional group activities such as sing-a-longs and write-your-own psalms
2013 pb large format 72pp R140.00

LOYOLA KIDS BOOK OF HEROES:
Stories of Catholic heroes and saints
throughout history Amy Welborn In these

thirty-six stories you’ll meet a nun who stood up to the
most infamous outlaw in the Old West.You’ll learn how
entire villages of men and women devoted their lives to
building great cathedrals to show their love and respect
to God.You’ll also learn about John the Baptist, Teresa
of Calcutta, Albert the Great, Dorothy Day, Patrick &
Columba, Catherine Doherty, Jean Vanier and many more! Ideal for the school/
parish library and for 11-15 year olds 2003 hc 191pp R160.00

RECENT FRIENDS OF JESUS Victoria
Hummel, RA This delightfully illustrated book is about
courageous and holy women and men from all over the
world and from different Christian churches who have lived
during the last hundred years and up to today. They serve as
models for today’s society. Included are Helder Camara, Sheila
Cassidy, Dorothy Day, Pope John XXIII, Martin Luther King,
Oscar Romero, Mother Teresa, Archbishop Desmond Tutu,
and Maximilian Kolbe. The stories are intended for children
from about 8 to 13 to read or have read to them. There are
a variety of activities to capture the interest and imagination
and which offer: ideas to investigate, feelings to explore, suggestions for prayer,
scripture to reflect on and is suitable for home, school or parish. There is a note to
parents and teachers/catechists with a few helpful suggestions 2006 pb colour
illus 88pp R101.00
Website: www.catholicbookshop.co.za
* We have a large variety of books, bibles & missals, candles, cards, pictures, statues, rosaries,
medals, Baptism, First Communion & Confirmation gifts, charcoal, incense and more!
* If you'd like to be on our email-list to receive regular news of new and interesting books,
DVDs, CDs & "20% discount Sale Days", let us have to your email address, name, physical
address and telephone or cellphone number
* Parking available and a ramp for the disabled
The Catholic Bookshop: The Grimley, 14 Tuin Plein (Off Hope Street) Cape Town
Shop Hours: Monday to Friday: 08h30 - 16h30; Saturday: 08h30 - 12h00
Tel 27-21-465 5904; Fax 27-21-461 0785; email: custserv.cbs@mweb.co.za
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WORKING TOGETHER

Catechesis and Justice & Peace
There’s a story told about a dinner
speaker who was in such a hurry to get
to his engagement that when he arrived
and sat down at the head table, he suddenly realized that he had forgotten his
false teeth.
Turning to the man next to him he said,
“I forgot my teeth.” The man said, “No
problem.” With that he reached into his
pocket and pulled out a pair of false teeth.
“Try these,” he said.
The speaker tried them. “Too loose,” he
said. The man then said, “I have another
pair… try these.” The speaker tried them
and responded, “Too tight.”
The man was not taken aback at all. He
then said, “I have one more pair of false
teeth… try them.”
The speaker said, “They fit perfectly.”
With that he ate his meal and gave his
address. After the dinner meeting was
over, the speaker went over to thank the
man who had helped him. “I want to
thank you for coming to my aid. Where is
your office? I’ve been looking for a good
dentist.”
The man replied, “I’m not a dentist. I’m
an undertaker.”
A wonderful story of collaboration.
Collaboration and working together
is one of the big challenges in Church
today. We tend to do our own thing
and are often quite happy to work in
silos with little connection to other
ministries and other works, which
impoverishes all of us. Happily, with
Bernie in the Justice and Peace office
we’ve managed to achieve a close collaboration which has enriched both of
our ministries. And if we look at the
tasks of catechesis this collaboration is
not only useful, but essential.
In the past, Catechesis was seen primarily as knowledge about our faith.
However this is a very narrow, limiting and unfruitful view of catechesis.
According to the General Directory of
Catechesis, knowledge is only one of
six fundamental tasks. The directory
lists these tasks as:

• Promoting knowledge of the faith
(the one we usually got stuck on.)
• Liturgical Formation
• Moral Formation
• Teaching to Pray
• Educating for Community Life
• Educating for Mission
From these we can see, especially in
Moral Formation and Educating for
Mission that there is a strong overlap
between the work of Justice and Peace
on the one hand and Catechesis on
the other.
With this in mind, we are very grateful to have Bernie in the Justice and
Peace office so that this close collaboration can happen.
And we see it happening in a number
of areas:
Bernie has used the “Making Right
Choices” Programme, developed by
J+P, with younger children in schools
and parishes as part of the catechetical
and RE process.
Season 5 of the Archdiocesan
Ecclesia programme will focus on
the Social Teachings of the Church.
Bernie is developing material to be
used as part of this programme to be
used with younger children.
In our programme of training and formation for catechists at Confirmation

level Bernie will facilitate one of the
sessions in which we will focus on the
Social Teachings of the Church.
Bernie is frequently called on to
give workshops to parish catechetical
groupings and she is able to use these
opportunities to sensitize participants
on a variety of J+P issues.
Bernie is also very involved at various
levels of training and formation in the
Archdiocese especially in the area of
the RCIA, and it is in this formation
and training that she is able to draw on
her J+P sources and resources.
The above are just some of the areas in
which Bernie is immediately involved,
but the collaborative possibilities are
endless because of the essential role
that the Social Teachings and the work
of Justice and Peace play in the tasks of
Catechesis.
In conclusion, one of the big challenges of catechesis and indeed J+P
might be summed up in the words of
Prof. Jonathen Jansen, Rector of the
University of the Free State, who said,
“We must speak to what is wrong,
but we need to move beyond this and
begin to do what is right and make the
changes that will ensure it.”
Mark Renaud
Catechetics Co-ordinator

Prices for Ecclesia Brave
New Church materials

2
3
5
6
8
9
10
11
12
13
13
13
13
16
17
20
20
27
27
OCT 4
4
11
15
17
22
25
25
29
NOV 1
5
8

19.00-21.00
19.30
-7th
09.30-12.30
19.30
19.30
19.00-21.00
19.30
-14th
09.30-12.30
09.30-13.00
09.30-12.30
09.15-14.00
19.30
19.00-21.00
09.30-12.00
10.00-12.00
09.30-12.30
09.30-12.30
15.00
10.00-15.30
09.15-14.00
19.00-21.00
-19th
19.00-21.00
09.30-12.30
09.30-13.00
19.00-21.00
09.00-15.30
19.00
09.15-14.00

14 -16th
20 19.30
28 -30

CAPACITY BUILDING WORKSHOP: Emelde Louis from St John’s parish, Maitland giving feedback to the group on Roles and Responsibilities.
Listening intently, from L-R, is Patrick Permall from OLHC parish
Lansdowne, Maud Stellenboom (facilitator) and Raquel Guerreiro from
OLPH parish Durbanville. The workshop was held at the Archdiocesan
Chancery on 26 July 2014.

CATECHETICAL WORKSHOP: Participants at the Confirmation
Catechetical workshop in OLHC parish Lansdowne on 26 July 2014,
practising the celebration of the rites on the Confirmation journey.

Available from 30 August 2014
• DVDs – Adult and Youth – R50 for both
• Participants’ booklets – R10 each

• Catechetical material for Catechists
Faith level 1-3
– R10
Faith level 4-7

}

• Sporty T-shirts – R100
Contact Sharyn on 021 462 2417. Strictly COD.

CPD Training Courses
SEP

CPD Events & Training

Please direct all queries
about training to CPD
at 021 462 2417.

Theology Course at the Chancery
Six week Marriage Preparation course begins at Bothasig parish
Marriage Encounter weekend at Schoenstatt, Constantia
Parish Catechetical Co-ordinators Course session 3 at Parow parish
Seven week Marriage Preparation course begins at Rocklands parish
Six week Marriage Preparation course begins at Athlone parish
Theology Course at the Chancery
Six week Marriage Preparation course begins at Retreat parish
Engaged Encounter weekend at Schoenstatt
Catechetical Formation Programme at Lansdowne, Parow, Koelenhof & Westridge
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion training at the Chancery
RCIA, Session 8, at Lansdowne parish
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd level 1 part 1 at the Chancery
Six week Marriage Preparation course begins at Table View parish
Theology Course at the Chancery
Ministries Who-What-Why at the Chancery
Spred Mass of Thanksgiving at St John’s, 161B Coronation Road, Maitland
Sacristan Training at the Chancery
Carmelite Spirituality for Catechists by Fr Roger Hickley at Parow parish
Six week Marriage Preparation course begins at Atlantis parish
Altar Servers’ gathering: Mass and Fun & Games at OLHC, Lansdowne
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd level 1 part 1 at the Chancery
Theology Course at the Chancery
Engaged Encounter weekend at Schoenstatt
Theology Course at the Chancery
Proclaimers of the Word training at the Chancery
Junior Youth in Ministry at OLHC, Lansdowne
Theology Course at the Chancery
Catechetical End-of-Year Retreat at Schoenstatt, Constantia
Theology Mass of Thanksgiving at the Chancery
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd level 1 part 1 at OLHC, Lansdowne

PARISH CO-ORDINATORS’ WORKSHOP: Parish Catechetical
Co-ordinators at prayer in the co-ordinators workshop held at
Immaculate Conception parish, Parow on 19 July 2014.

NATIONAL CONFERENCE: Cape Town delegates Fr Eoin Farrelly,
Paul Newton, Mark Renaud, Bernie Daries and Joan Armstrong at
the National Catechetics Conference in Bethlehem, Free State from
10-14 March 2014.

Marriage Encounter weekend at Schoenstatt

CPD Annual Mass of Thanksgiving at OLHC, Lansdowne
Engaged Encounter weekend at Schoenstatt
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RCIA TRAINING: Participants of the RCIA training programme in
discussion at OLHC, Lansdowne on 12 July 2014.
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Schoenstatt:

The Garden Shed that became a Place of Grace for the World

The International Apostolic Schoenstatt Movement celebrates its Centenary in October 2014

Anyone who visits one of the five
Schoenstatt shrines in South Africa
this year will immediately notice
the excitement in the air. There is
a festive atmosphere in and around
our shrines which are decorated with
colourful banners and f lags with
the Schoenstatt logo on it as well as
the words YOUR COVENANT –
OUR MISSION! There is a similar
atmosphere in each of other 200
shrines scattered throughout the
world: in Africa, Europe, South
America, North America, Asia and
Australasia. The entire International
Schoenstatt Family will be coming
together on 18 October 2014 to
celebrate the 100th Jubilee of its
founding, but more than that, it will
be celebrating 100 years of a special
Covenant of Love that its members
have made with Our Mother Thrice
Admirable, Queen and Victress of
Schoenstatt.
W hat is the Schoenstatt
Movement?
In October 1914, against the

ominous background of a looming
World War, a young priest, Fr Joseph
Kentenich, was inspired to instil a
seemingly impossible idea into the
hearts and minds of a group of young
boys studying at the Minor Seminary
in Schoenstatt, Germany. They had
been busy restoring an old garden
shed to its former usage as a Chapel
– a place which they now claimed
as their ‘home’. Knowing that these
young men would soon be called into
the frontlines of war, Fr Kentenich
was keen to place their formation,
education and protection into the
hands of our Blessed Mother. He
suggested that through their commitment to their own self education
under Mary’s guidance and through
their love for her, they could persuade her to take up her dwelling in
this chapel and turn it into a place
of grace for many. The talk given on
18 October 1914 became known as
Schoenstatt’s Founding Document.
The following is an extract from this
talk: “We could not accomplish a

Celebrating SA’s Patroness
The Archdiocese of Cape Town
again celebrated the feast of South
Africa’s Patroness, Mary Assumed
into Heaven this year with a liturgical
event in the church of Our Lady Help
of Christians, Lansdowne at 14.45 on
Sunday 17 August.
As this is the Year of the Family, our
Patroness was petitioned in the many
needs of families.
Mary was asked to assist families
who suffer abuse, the problems associated with addiction, homelessness,
being parentless [child headed families], migrant labourers and much else.
She was asked to be with the many
who loyally uphold true Christian
families and who reach out to their
communities in love. The many religious ‘families’ who teach the faith
and render many other assistances so
lovingly were also thanked.

As before, Archbishop Stephen
Brislin presided over the service and
delivered a homily.
This was a joyous celebration with
uplifting singing and liturgical dancing, as has been experienced since 2002
when this celebration was inaugurated
to mark the 50th anniversary of the
proclamation of Mary Assumed into
Heaven as South Africa’s Patroness.
An invitation was extended to the
entire Archdiocese to attend and celebrate our Patroness.
Each year this celebration is organized by the Schoenstatt family in
Cape Town. This year has special
significance as it is the centenary year
of Schoenstatt internationally, as it
was founded on 18 October 1914.
Francis Boulle
Issued on behalf of the Schoenstatt
Family in Cape Town

greater apostolic deed nor leave our
successors a more precious legacy
than to urge our Lady and Queen
to erect her throne here in a special way, and to work miracles of
grace… to make this place a place of
pilgrimage, a place of grace for our
house and for the German Province,
and perhaps even further afield.” (Fr
Joseph Kentenich).
Guided by Fr Kentenich, these
boys also entered into a Covenant
of Love with her, drawing on the
rich tradition of our Christian covenant history which can be traced
throughout the Old Testament and
culminates in the new and everlasting covenant, which is Christ our
Lord.
This ‘Covenant of Love’ entails
bringing all one’s sacrifices, joys,
concerns and placing them at the
disposal of Our Blessed Mother. She
in turn will mediate graces to all who
come to the Shrine in faith. Today
millions of people all over the world
have indeed found a home in our
shrines; have encountered miracles
of inner transformation and have
found new meaning and purpose in
their lives. Our Blessed Mother is
understood as being a great educator
able to assist us with our self-education and at the same time helping
us understand our calling in the
modern world today. She offers us
her heart as our home.
Schoenstatt in South Africa
By 1933, Fr Kentenich was able
to read the signs of the times in

Germany and knew that the rise of
Nazi socialism would be dangerous for his f ledgling foundation,
so when Bishop Henneman asked
for Schoenstatt Sisters, he saw this
as the ‘open door’ and a means to
safeguard the mission of Schoenstatt
in another country. In January 1934
a group of young ‘pioneer’ sisters
arrived in South Africa, the first
country outside of Germany where
Schoenstatt was established. Thanks
to the dedication of those Sisters,
the Movement is present in many
parts of South Africa. Shrines can
be found at Cathcart in the Eastern
Cape, Cape Town (Constantia,
Tamboerskloof, and Hanover Park),
and Johannesburg (Bedfordview)
What does Schoenstatt have to
offer the Church?
The greatest crisis of our times is
the breakdown of family life, and this
concern is central to our Universal
and local church as it struggles to
find pastoral responses to minister
effectively and compassionately to
challenging family situations. One
way of preserving the family is to
ask our Blessed Mother, to also take
up her place in our families, centred around a “home shrine” (a holy
corner) where families can gather
in prayer; or having the Pilgrim
Mother (an image of our Schoenstatt
Queen) who travels from home to
home helping families to connect
with their joys, concerns and suffering and placing it into the Blessed
Mother’s hands. Our Blessed Mother

Shrine to Shrine
pilgrimage
Wednesday – 24 September 2014

“Share the Covenant of Love”
Mark and Brenda Renaud celebrated their 25th wedding annivesary
at Our Lady of Good Hope parish, Sea Point on 28 June 2014. They
were married by Mgr Clifford Stokes (left) at St Patrick’s Church,
Mowbray. Mgr Jock Baird, who concelebrated at the wedding (and at
the anniversary), presented them with a papal blessing from Pope
Francis. Mark heads up the Catechetics department at the Chancery.

Programme
07:00
07:30
07:45
08:00

Registration at Schoenstatt, Constantia
Blessing at Schoenstatt Shrine, Constantia
Depart for Constantia Nek (by car)
Start of pilgrimage walk – Constantia Nek
Stations:
1st	God uses small instruments to achieve His goals
2nd
So what is this Covenant of Love all about?

12:00

Holy Mass – Newlands Forest (followed by lunch)
Stations:
3rd
She is my Mother and she is my Queen
4th
Knowing that I can come HOME to Our Lady
5th
The 100 years of Schoenstatt

16:45
17:00

End of pilgrimage walk – Villa Maria (Coffee/Tea/Juice)
Conclude with Benediction at Shrine, Tamoerskloof
For further information please contact:
David Stober
Clement Nicolls
Marcell Barry

021 715 7398 / 082 496 1659
021 715 1853 / 082 451 3286
021 705 2119 / 083 454 2209

The organisers retain the right to cancel the pilgrimage
in the event of rain or any unforeseen circumstances.
NB: (Indemnity forms to be completed for all uner 18s)

ARCHDIOCESAN NEWS
July-September 2014

NAZARETH HOUSE
CAPE TOWN
Applications are invited from the public to serve on the
Board of Nazareth House, Cape Town.
Board Members are appointed for a period of three
years and serve in an advisory and consultative capacity.
Board Members must be South African citizens and be
prepared to uphold the Ethos of the Sisters of Nazareth.
Board members serve in an honoray position and do not
receive any remuneration, nor are they reimbursed for
any expenses incurred.
Application can be sent for the Board Chairman’s attention to: info@nazhouse.co.za

is the great formator and educator of
Family Life and we assist her in
this task through all our training
weekends and group activities. At
the heart of the Schoenstatt work
is the spiritual formation of sound
families, of firm free personalities
anchored in Christ.
Besides the family apostolate
Schoenstatt also focuses on various
members that make up the Church:
single working women, men, mothers, youth, and children. We also
have a growing pilgrim circle which
draws all who are searching for a
sense of a ‘home’ – a family with
whom to share their joys and sorrows, successes and frustrations.
Our Covenant spirituality, together with its original educational
approach inspired by the charism of
our Founder, is deeply rooted in our
Catholic faith, and gives an answer
to mechanistic thinking that separates faith from life issues and which
espouses holistic living, thinking
and loving in and through a covenant
culture. Our covenant spirituality
binds us to all, irrespective of race,
colour, class and inspires us to put
our faith into action.
We contribute to building up the
local Church through our covenant
spirituality, through training leaders
to take active roles in their parishes,
and by supporting the intentions of
our Archbishop. Our pilgrim circles
of refugees, our initiatives with adult
literacy, and empowering women to
be self-sufficient are all small contributions towards drawing those on
the periphery into the very centre of
Mary’s heart.
Where and how the Schoenstatt
Movement will celebrate the centenary
GERMANY & ROME: In
October this year members from the
Movement in all five continents will
gather in Schoenstatt, Germany from
16-19 October to give thanks for the
last 100 years, to renew our Covenant
of Love with our Mother Thrice
Admirable, Queen and Victress of
Schoenstatt, and our commitment
to serve the Church through our
Covenant of Love spirituality for
the next 100 years. We also travel
to Rome, as the heart of the Church
where we will present our Jubilee gift
to the Holy Father – the fruits of our
shrines and our apostolic projects. In
our audience with Pope Francis, we
will also ask him to send us out with
his blessings to live the covenant of
love in all its dimensions and thereby
become a blessing for the Church.
LOCAL
CELEBR ATIONS:
Anyone who wants to join in the
celebrations will be able to watch a
live transmission via EWTN on 18
October at 5pm for the main events,
and celebrate as an international
Schoenstatt Family.
In Cape Town: 18 October, 2014.
All are welcome to join us in Holy
Mass at 11am in our Constantia
Shrine followed by light refreshments afterwards. Live transmission
in the afternoon at 5pm (EWTN) .
Special pilgrimage graces associated with this Centenary Year
Pope Francis has given a plenary
indulgence to all who make a pilgrimage to any Schoenstatt Shrine
during this Jubilee year (18 October
2013 – 26 October 2014). You can
obtain this plenary indulgence by
making a good Confession, receiving Holy Communion and offering
prayers for the intention of the Holy
Father.
On behalf of the Schoenstatt
Movement
Sr Connie O’Brien
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Hard work pays off

13 day Life Skills course underway at KTC

On 30 April 2014 the Kolping Society
of South Africa awarded 90 students
with certificates for qualification in a
range of skills development programmes.
This group took part in Kolping’s Work
Opportunity Programme (WOP), which
focuses on the development and empow
empowerment of unemployed youth.
The programme itself started with a
13-day Personal Development course
where students were taught how to build
self-esteem, improve relationships and
communication skills, as well as improve
skills in personal finance, career development and knowledge of HIV/Aids.
The learners then continued with
their chosen occupational skills, such
as hairdressing, home-based care, office
administration or assistant chef. With

support and assistance from Kolping,
50% of the students have already attended job interviews, and some have already
found employment.
On 12 June a second group of 70
Kolping WOP students graduated at
our Kolping Training Centre. This
event was a beautiful way of linking
to our history, and commemorating
National Youth Day on 16 June, proving
once again that education and skills
development is the key to success and
achievement.
All the students felt proud of their
Kolping certificates, the experience
they had gained and all they they had
accomplished. Some of the students
said that they thought they would never
achieve anything in life.

Kolping Kleinvlei Leatherworks
Sr Vimala assessing the
shape-cutting skills

In March 2014 Kolping Kleinvlei
started a Leather Works Project for
people interested in making small
leather items from off-cut leather. Bags
of off-cut leather were received from
Mossop Leather in Wellington as
well as from various other individuals.
Twelve people signed up for the training
course which was offered in our parish
centre by Sr Vimala Varghese of the
Little Sisters of Jesus in Manenberg.
Sr Vimala diligently and patiently took
the participants through eight weeks of
training, which included the following:
how to cut shapes, how to design an
item, how to stitch, how to glue leather,
how to insert a press stud, and how to

ensure a beautiful finish to the item.
Among the training course participants were two young children who
showed great enthusiasm and skill. One
of the participants, a school teacher,
will now take the leather works training
to his learners thereby expanding the
beneficiaries of the Kolping Leather
Works project.
Kolping Kleinvlei would appreciate a
donation of tools and equipment needed
for the leather project, e.g., scissors,
needles, cotton, cutting dies, and chisels. Please contact Judith Turner on
073 102 1827 or Mary du Toit on
084 463 6907.
Judith Turner

Holy SpiriT CENT
CENTr
rE
rE
(Totally Renovated)

Welcomes ALL Church / School Groups
(Alpha, Confirmation, RCIA, Bible Study, etc)
for Retreats, Conferences, Study, or whatever

161A Coronation Road Maitland / PO Box 925 Maitland 7405

We offer accommodation, good food, conference rooms for 100 people,
a garden, a chapel… and much love and hospitality.
ALL AT LOW,
LOW EASY RATES
BOOK EARLY: Manager: 021 510 2988 or 083 723 0293
Public telephone: 021 510 0188. Fax: 021 510 7699.
E-mail: hscentre@telkomsa.net
This

is The

hQ

of The
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Cape CaT
a holiC CharismaT
harisma iC renewal

St Catherine’s Women of Faith Camp
The Camp took place in Holy Spirit
Centre, Maitland from the evening of
Friday 25 July until the afternoon of
Sunday 27 July, and was attended by a
total of 42 women. While some other
parishes were represented, the majority
of participants were from St Catherine
of Siena. A committee prepared for the
camp over many months with a number
of sub-groups taking responsibility for
different tasks. Friday evening’s programme was about getting in touch
with ourselves. Through a variety of
activities and group work, participants
got a better sense of their individual
temperaments and why they act as they
do. The session was interspersed with
singing and, of course, much laughter.
After night prayer and a cup of tea,
most were tired and glad to settle down
for the night.
Saturday’s programme was full. After
a good breakfast we had our morning
prayer and a period of meditation. Our
speaker for the morning was Fr Ralph
de Hahn. His theme was ‘Womanhood’
and how Mary is the perfect model of
a Christian woman. We had time for
personal reflection as well as group
sharing. All found Fr de Hahn’s talks
very inspirational as well as practical.
After lunch our guest speaker was Fr
Peter John Pearson. After a beautiful

Women’s Weekend Planning Committee at the Cross and candles
used during the Healing Service.

talk on Women in the Bible, he led a
very moving healing service, with time
for silence and personal reflection.
The remainder of Saturday was taken
up with sharing and reflection in the
group. This was facilitated by the use of
inspirational Powerpoint presentations.
Materials were provided for writing and
other creative work, to assist individuals
in their personal reflection.
After supper there was a feeling that
relaxation was in order so a variety
of games was on the programme and
much fun was had by all. We ended
our day with night prayer and our cup
of tea.
Sunday morning seemed to come all
too soon. After breakfast we had our
morning prayer and meditation. We

then went through the usual end-ofworkshop routine of evaluation, forward planning and thanks. At this time
several participants spoke personally of
what the weekend had meant for them.
At 11 am we welcomed Fr Babychan
who came to celebrate Mass with us.
This Mass was very special and a truly
fitting end to the camp. In his homily
Fr Babychan affirmed much of what
had surfaced for us over the previous
two days.
As we departed from Holy Spirit
Centre on Sunday we had a sense that
this camp, our first, had been a very
blessed experience, something we feel
we need to continue and share with
others.
Sr Rosaleen O’Kane, IBVM

Responsible
Parenting

Family life is important. And happy
families and good homes start with
responsible parenting. But parenting
is difficult these days. Many people
will attest to the difference in attitude,
knowledge and skill of children today
compared to when we were children. As
one mother explained to me: “these days
children have opinions, but in our day it
was called back-chatting”.
Responsible parenting recognises that
children need to be treated with equality
and respect and they should be encour
encouraged, as far as possible, to make their
own decisions. A responsible parent is
also able to claim their own right to be
treated with respect and will know how
to balance their needs with their children’s needs thereby creating a win-win
situation and harmony in the family.
But this is easier said than done.
Therefore the Leadership Commission
of the Kleinvlei Parish Pastoral Council
decided to offer a Parenting Skills

A parent explaining his groups feedback on Good Parenting

Course to the parents of the First Holy
Communion children. The course consisted of eight sessions, covering topics
such as: what is your child looking for?,
becoming a responsible parent, encouragement, listening, communicating
about problems, disciplining children,
and talking things out.
Parents had to purchase a workbook,
obtained from the Centre for Pastoral
Development at R50 a copy. The work
workbook, filled with relevant content, case
studies and tips for parents can be used as
a resource book for parents after the train-

ing as well. The facilitators, guided by
the experiences and situations of parents,
enabled lively discussions of everyday
issues faced by families which assisted
parents to place issues into perspective
and re-assure parents that they are not
alone in facing these parenting challenges. All in all, the parents found that
the training equipped them with new
skills and courage to take on their role
as responsible parents. All parents were
awarded with a certificate on Saturday 2
August during the evening Mass.
Judith Turner

HERMITAGE COTTAGE
A self-catering cottage with two bedrooms available for silent prayer,
retreats and quiet study.
The cottage is set in a forest with a natural spring
and close to the mountains and the sea.
Preference is given to those wanting to stay

Maseti

for three days or more.
The Grail Centre
Kleinmond, Western Cape
Tel: (028) 271 3410
E-mail: grailadm@mweb.co.za
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Glorious quarter for donations
WIN Playhouse children enjoy a day at the Aquarium,
followed by a meal at a nearby McDonalds.

Children of the Bambino Educare in Delft enjoy their
caps and scarves knitted by CWD donor Mrs Rayson of
Langeberg.

Seated from left, Margaret Fraser of the HomeChoice
Development Trust, ELSO manager Rhonda Qually and
CWD Director Malcolm Salida with principals of crèches
in Samora Machel that are receiving upgrades thanks to
funding from HomeChoice.

Mandela Day at CWD
CWD’s Women In Need (WIN)
Playhouse in Salt River played a
central part in the organisation’s
initiatives for Mandela Day, the
children being the beneficiaries
of donors’ “67 Minutes”.
Playhouse staff bought shampoo and conditioner and held
a Beauty Salon, when all the
children were treated to hair
washing and blow-drying, the
girls’ hair also flat-ironed and
their nails painted.
Earlier that day, the University
of Cape Town Student Housing
Faculty delivered sandwiches

Tashreeqah Samuels enjoys
her new hairstyle after she
and fellow WIN Playhouse
children enjoyed some
pampering at a Beauty Salon
specially staged for Mandela
Day by the Playhouse staff.

UCT Student Housing
Faculty members made
sandwiches for the WIN
Playhouse children.

they had specially made for the
children.
Staff of Graphic Mail SA, a
company in Bellville that contacted ECD manager Rhonda
Qually after seeing her post about
the Playhouse on the Mandela
Day website, brought along their
cleaning and repair equipment
and products, and spent their
“67 Minutes” repairing books
and toys, and transforming the
library room.
Gloo Digital, an advertising
company also moved by Ms
Qually’s suggestion for South
Africans’ “67 Minutes”, also
delivered sandwiches, sweets
and crisps.

THIS past quarter was a very
good one for donations to CWD
programmes. The mother of
a young Danish volunteer at
the Women in Need (WIN)
Playhouse in Salt River donated
money for school backpacks
and lunchboxes for its 25 young
charges.
Following the handover of
WIN Outreach in Woodstock
to the Archdiocese at the end
of March this year, CWD still
runs WIN Playhouse, which
provides early childhood development (ECD) services for
the children of women living
on Cape Town’s streets or in
makeshift circumstances. The
Playhouse was placed under
the ambit of CWD’s ECD
focus area.
The backpacks and lunchboxes – said Rhonda Qually,
manager of CWD’s ECD focus
area – were manufactured by
BrandNew, the sewing programme that falls under the
organisation’s EcoDev focus
area. Ms Qually sees it as an
exercise in CWD inter-programme collaboration, the sort
of action deemed essential in
challenging economic times.
She also spoke of an outing
arranged for the Playhouse
children to the Aquarium at
the V&A Waterfront, with a
meal afterwards at a nearby
McDonalds, which for the children is far more than they usually expect at almost any time.
“One child who lives with her
mother at ‘The Kraal’ [informal settlement at the foot of
Signal Hill] ate only half of
her burger, which puzzled us,”
Ms Qually related. “Then, very
movingly, she explained that
she was saving the other half
for her mother’s supper when
she got home.” Ms Qually also
spoke of the “thank you” notes
received afterwards from very
grateful parents, written on
whatever strip of paper they
could lay their hands on.
She also mentioned a Mrs
Rayson from Langeberg near
Heidelberg in the Western
Cape, who hand-knitted 300
little scarves and caps, which
were donated to the little ones
of CWD-developed crèches in
Delft.
Funding
from
the
HomeChoice Development
Trust enabled the Early
Learning Service Organisation
(ELSO), CWD’s ECD programme, to effect full infrastructural upgrades for six
crèches, one of which is a shack
in Samora Machel that has 103
children.
In addition, said Ms Qually,
ELSO children will no longer

CWD Director Malcolm Salida spent the night with the Fanele family and other
members of their household in Europe informal settlement, Gugulethu, to gain insight
into the conditions they were living under.

lie on foam mattresses, but little
beds. “It is important to keep
the children off the floor, where
water often seeps at this time of
the year,” she said.
CWD’s Crisis Relief and
Prevention specialised programme intervened in the dire
housing situation of the residents in informal settlements
where thousands are affected
by the flood disasters, prevalent this winter. The Fanele
family of the Europe informal
settlement in Gugulethu, is a
household making up 10 people. These include an invalid
mother with recurring tuberculosis and a young mother

with her three-week-old baby,
who were taken in by the family, all sharing two mattresses.
Living together in a shabby, cold, leaking shack, and
trapped in an extremely poverty stricken existence, they
were identified as the most
desperate and needy by community leaders, who brought
the family’s situation to the
organisation’s attention.
Aside from a drive to organise clothing, bedding, crockery
and cutlery from donors keen
to make a difference, CWD
staff, along with another NGO,
Ikhayalami, built the Fanele a
new shack in a sturdier man-

ner, along with wooden floors,
raising them on a pedestal
structure, above ground to prevent future flooding.
Crisis Relief programme
manager Nontsikelelo Dwangu,
commented on the unifying
effect of the exercise particularly around CWD values and
that it was a deeply moving
experience for everyone.
This sense of active Christian
love was taken to even deeper
levels when CWD Director
Malcolm Salida spent the
night with the Fanele family,
to acquire some insight into
what it is like to live in such
dire circumstances.

More success for EcoDev trainees
NEARLY 200 trainees from
CWD’s Jobstart Training
Centre and Zanokhanyo Home
Management Training Centre
in Harare, Khayelitsha completed Assistant Chef, Food
Preparation, Table Attendant,
Housekeeping and Micro-MBA
training courses.
The organisation’s Economic
Development (EcoDev) focus
area, which the two training
centres fall under, hosted a
graduation ceremony on May 30
at the Mowbray Town Hall for
its successful clients. These com-

Jobstart graduate Masalino
Samuels (right) with Dr
Chance Chagunda, EcoDev
focus area manager.

prised the intake of three training
groups for October–December
2013 and January–May 2014
periods.
Fifty percent of the graduates
are working in various hotels and
restaurants in the Western Cape,
said Dr Chance Chagunda,
EcoDev focus area manager.
“To see them graduating in
their numbers, and considering
that 50% of them are already
working, it is a great achievement.”
The ceremony, where trainees
received their certificates in a
jubilant atmosphere with family
and friends looking on, featured
various speakers imparting
words of wisdom and encouragement at this – for many – the
culmination of a hard and rocky
road.
Also in attendance were
CWD partners, other NGOs
that had sent their own clients
for training (which they also
sponsored) as well as donors who
have played a significant part in
EcoDev’s work.
Jobstart, based at CWD

Jobstart graduate Lindela
Mgqatsa

headquarters in Somerset Road,
Green Point, trains unemployed
people for entry level jobs in the
hospitality industry (hotels and
restaurants), while Zanokhanyo
enskills women in the domestic
arts, equipping them to find
work in a range of industries.
This training also involves lifeskills empowerment and familiarisation with basic business
tools.
CWD wishes its graduates
every success in all their future
endeavours!

You can also support the work of CWD through the MyVillage/MySchool card and Pick 'n Pay Smart Shopper card points
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