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PASTORAL STATEMENT ON THE ATTEMPTED ORDINATION TO THE PRIESTHOOD 
 
The ordination of women to the priesthood is not recognised in the Catholic Church. In 1994 Pope John Paul II in 
Ordinatio Sacerdotalis (On Priestly Ordination) issued a definitive pronouncement on the question of admitting 
women to the priestly ministry. He declared that “the Church has no authority whatsoever to confer priestly 
ordination on women and this judgement is to be definitively held by all the Church’s faithful.” (Cf. Canon 1024)  
 
In Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of the Gospel), Pope Francis stated that “the reservation of the priesthood to males as a 
sign of Christ the Spouse who gives himself in the Eucharist, is not a question open to discussion.” (104) 
 
The Catholic faithful are therefore required to give “a religious submission of mind” to the definitive teaching of the 
Supreme Pontiff who exercises his teaching authority by virtue of being the lawful successor of the Apostle Peter. The 
faithful are expected to avoid whatever does not accord with the teaching of the Catholic Church regarding the 
ordination of women. 
 

 Catholic women who accept to be ordained to the priesthood separate themselves from the Church and the 
sacraments. 
 

 It is therefore contrary to the spirit of the Catholic Church to be involved in the promotion of the ordination 
of women to the priestly ministry. 
 

 It is contrary to the teaching of the Church to offer or create platforms where conversations are held with 
women who claim to have been ordained. 
 

 It is wrong for Catholics to participate in the invalid celebration of the ‘Eucharist’ offered by individual women 
who do not recognise the teaching authority of the Church and who have consequently separated themselves 
from the Catholic Church. 
 

 It is equally inconsistent to use Catholic premises and the Catholic media to undermine the authoritative 
teaching of the Magisterium of the Catholic Church. 

 
Catholics who align themselves with the cause and promote the ordination of women are seen by the Church 
authorities to be in open defiance of the Church’s clear and unambiguous teaching on the subject. These Catholics are 
undoubtedly on a collision course with the Church’s authority and can under no circumstances claim ignorance of the 
Church’s definitive teaching. 
 
As your pastors we urge all Catholics to “keep to what is taught and know to be true” (2Tim. 3:14). It is important that 
you do not allow yourselves to be “tossed one way and another and carried along by every wind of doctrine” (Eph. 
4.14). We counsel obedience and fidelity to the teaching of the Magisterium of the Church whose responsibility is to 
unite and build up the Body of Christ for the greater glory of God. 
 
Finally, together with Pope Francis we believe that there are many important ways of promoting women in the 
Church. In Evangelii Gaudium he wrote: “We need to create still broader opportunities for a more incisive female 
presence in the Church. Because the ‘feminine genius’ is needed in all expressions in the life of society, the presence 
of women must be guaranteed in the workplace and in the various other settings where important decisions are 
made, both in the Church and in social structures.” (103) 
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