Archdiocesan News
A PUBLICATION OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OF CAPE TOWN • ISSUE NO 76 • APRIL-JUNE 2015 • Free of Charge

Archbishop to lead 2016 Pilgrimage of
the Peacemakers to the Holy Land

A

rchbishop Stephen Brislin will
lead a unique Pilgrimage of the
Peacemakers to the Holy Land
and Egypt in February 2016.
The pilgrimage will cover the great
sacred sites of the Holy Land, but will
also include many encounters with
peace organizations and Christians,
in both the Holy Land and Egypt,
to illuminate the political and social
situation in the region.
The programme was especially
designed by Cape Town-based Fowler
Tours with leading Holy Land tour
guide Rimon Makhlouf, a Latin-rite
Catholic from East Jerusalem.
“We named it the Pilgrimage of the
Peacemakers because this is what Our
Lord Jesus calls us to be and what we
must put into action,” said Gail Fowler,
the owner of Fowler Tours.
“Our allegiance is not with one group
or another, but with the vision of peace
and justice in the Holy Land, Egypt
and the whole Middle East,” she said.
But the pilgrimage is also intended to
give visible solidarity to the Christians
of the region.
“Often pilgrimage groups quickly
come and go, bypassing the local
Christians. Some even exclude
Bethlehem, which has a large Christian
population, because it’s in the West
Bank,” Ms Fowler said.
“This pilgrimage is about us seeing
the places of Our Lord in the Holy
Land, but it is also to be seen by the
people whose land we are visiting,
especially the fast dwindling Christian
community, the ‘Living Stones’ of the
Holy Land, and by those who yearn for

peace,” she said.
“We hope to be concrete signs of
solidarity and encouragement. This is
what the Church in the Holy Land is
calling for and what we are responding to,” she said.
As was the case in last year’s pilgrimage with Archbishop Brislin,
which Fowler Tours organised for The
Southern Cross, next year’s will include
a Sunday Mass with a local parish.
Other encounters include meetings with peace and conflict resolution groups, both Palestinian and
Israeli, and visits to the Yad Vashem
Holocaust memorial and a Palestinian
refugee camp.
In Egypt, the pilgrimage will
include visits to the historic Coptic
churches and monasteries, as well as
encounters with Coptic Catholics to
learn about their situation and to show
them solidarity, especially in memory
of the 21 Copts who were slain by
ISIS terrorists recently.
“Of course, we will also see the
Pyramids of Giza and the Sphinx,
visit the famous Egyptian Museum
and have a Nile cruise,” Ms Fowler
said. A highlight for Cape Town
Catholics will be the visit to the
4th-century church of Ss Sergius and
Bacchus (or Abu Serga). Tradition
has it that it was built on the house
that accommodated the Holy Family
during the flight into Egypt – Cape
Town’s patronal feast.
The pilgrimage is headlined by The
Southern Cross. The editor, Günther
Simmermacher, who is also the author
of the book The Holy Land Trek: A

Archbishops Stephen Brislin and Thabo Makgoba at the “Anglicans Ablaze” Conference, held at
Bishops in Rondebosch from 30 April to 2 May. Archbishop Brislin gave an address on “The Mission of
the Church in a Time of Turmoil”. See our website www.adct.org.za for the full text of his address.

Pilgrim’s Guide, is scheduled to accompany the pilgrimage.
The Holy Land leg will be guided
by Rimon Makhlouf, who visited
South Africa in March for a series of
talks. Mr Makhlouf is a senior guide

who for many years lectured in tourism at the University of Bethlehem
and sits on the board of examiners for
accredited tour guides in Israel and
Palestine. He also guided Archbishop
Brislin’s group last year.

The Pilgrimage of the Peacemakers
will run from 13-26 February 2016.
For more information contact Gail at
info@fowlertours.co.za or 076 3523809, or go to www.fowlertours.co.za/
peacemakers
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From
the

HEART

The deacons of the Archdiocese celebrate with the Archbishop after the Mass of Recommitment on 19 April
at Good Shepherd Parish in Bothasig.

Vocations Festival at Holy
Redeemer, Bergvliet
Saturday 25 April 2015.

Redemptorist Brother Richard
Maidwell who was the guest
speaker for the day.

Archbishop with the concelebrating priests at the festival.

Tim Harris, one of the presenters and Redemptorist
Brother Gavin Stokoe

ABOVE: Fr Lindela Betya and seminarians from St
Francis Xavier, L-R, Mitchel Cloete (Keimoes-Upington Diocese), Bongani Mativandlela (Tzaneen Diocese) and Bongani Nkosi (Witbank Diocese); BELOW:
Sisters Theresia Gurty SAC and Ursula Cloete HC

There can be no justification
for the violence and hatred
exhibited to foreigners in South
Africa during the past weeks. The
horror and terror inflicted upon
them shames any right-thinking
person. It has brought shame
upon the whole country and the
South African people. It is hard
to imagine the desperation of
those affected as they watched
their homes and livelihoods
destroyed, as they feared for
their lives and the lives of their
children.
There are those who would
say that foreigners bring it upon
themselves. Many are in the
country illegally; there are those
who engage in criminal activity;
they take jobs of South Africans
and employ child labour. Even
if all this were true, this cannot
condone the murders and the
treatment that was meted out to
those from other countries.
Particularly for Christians, any
maltreatment of the “stranger”
flies in the face of what we
believe. Hospitality is one of
the greatest characteristics of
Christianity. Biblical verses that
demonstrate this abound, both
in the Old and New Testaments.
Some examples are:
Deut 10:19: “You shall also
love the stranger, for you were
strangers in the land of Egypt”.
Matt 25:40: “Truly I say to you,
as you did it to one of the least of
my brethren you did it to me”.
Heb 13:2: “Do not forget to
show hospitality to strangers,
for by so doing some people
have shown hospitality to angels
without realizing it”.
As with everything else, we

need a change of heart – to see
things differently. The multicultural nature of society, with
its different languages, music,
colours, customs is not a curse but
a blessing from God. God blesses
the world with variety, with
diversity. This in itself manifests
in some way the richness and
depth of God, who can never be
captured, “boxed-in”, by any one
culture or people. So, rather than
see such variety in the world as
some sort of curse, rather than
allow it to make us retreat into
“sameness” or the comfort and
security of familiarity, we should
be able to rise to the challenge
to embrace and learn from those
who are different from us and to
understand that, since “we” are
made in the image of God, that
this “potpourri” reflects the face
of God. Above all, we should
recognize our common humanity
and resist those who would
have us see others as “ants”,
“cockroaches” or flies.
Migration of people is a
reality throughout the world. It
presents a challenge and is one
of the biggest issues facing the
world – and the Church in her
mission to evangelize. Migration
is unstoppable and we need to
accept that. Rather than deny it,
it needs to be managed so that,
indeed, criminal or illegal forms
be stopped – not by violence,
but through the appropriate
channels of law. Let the “NO” to
xenophobia be in our hearts and
on our lips.
+ Stephen Brislin
Archbishop of Cape Town

The Schoenstatt Sisters want YOU!

ABOVE: Youth attending the Vocations Festival.
BELOW: Fr Manuel Fernandes SAC with Sisters
Presilla Rego SAC and Elizabeth Wolstenholme HC at
the festival

Archdiocesan News is a channel of communication and dialogue for the
people of the Archdiocese of Cape Town. The views expressed in it do
not necessarily reflect the views of the editors. It hopes to communicate
various events, discuss topical issues, provide theological and spiritual
input, and reflect all aspects of the life of our Church.
Archdiocesan News is produced by the Archdiocese of Cape Town and
appears quarterly. Thank you to those who submitted articles for this edition. What would you like to see in future editions? Please submit reports
about events and workshops that take place in your parish, or suggest
topics and issues you feel would be beneficial to our Church.
Archdiocesan News is distributed free of charge in all parishes of the
Archdiocese of Cape Town. Donations will be gladly appreciated.
Articles, letters and advertisements should reach us by 10 July 2015 for
the July-August 2015 edition.
Please address all correspondence to:
Archdiocesan News, P O Box 2910, Cape Town, 8000.
Tel: 021 462 2417. Fax: 021 461 9330
E-mail: publications@adct.org.za Website: www.adct.org.za
Also find us on: www.facebook.com/archdiocesecapetown
Editor: Stephen Docherty
Regular Contributors: Archbishop Stephen Brislin, Mgr Andrew
Borello, Fr Ralph de Hahn, CPD, CPLO, Youth Desk, Vocations Desk,
Catholic Welfare and Development.
Layout, Production & Advertising: Stephen Docherty
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Mass of the Oils celebrated at Lansdowne

Fr Peter-John Pearson delivers the homily for the commemoration Mass

Mass to
Commemorate
The Choice on
Termination of
Pregnancy Act

VOCATION
DISCERNMENT
DATES FOR 2015

On 1 February 1997 the Choice on
Termination of Pregnancy Act was
passed by Parliament. On 2 February
2015 Fr Peter-John Pearson (Vicar
General and director of the Catholic
Parliamentary Liaison Office) and Fr
Charles Prince (Chaplain to the Youth
of the Archdiocese) officiated at a
Holy Mass, organised by the Catholic
Parliamentary Liaison Office, to mark
the anniversary and to pray for a
change of heart on the part of all who
disregard the rights of unborn children.

30 May
6 & 20 June
18 & 25 July
1, 15 & 29 August
5, 19 & 26 September
10 October

Is God calling you to make a difference
in the world as a priest? Speak to your
parish priest.

MAY 2017 PILGRIMAGE
FATIMA 100 YEAR CELEBRATIONS
BOOK NOW FOR THIS WONDERFUL CELEBRATION
AS SEATS WILL BE TAKEN VERY SOON!!

Do not be afraid! I am with you, says the Lord.
For more information contact the
Vocations Office on 021 462 2417 or
083 492 5552.

The Mass of the Oils was celebrated by Archbishop
Stephen Brislin, together with the priests of the Archdiocese of Cape Town, at Our Lady Help of Christians
Church, Lansdowne on Holy Thursday, 2 April.
This Mass manifests the unity of the priests with their
bishop. The bishop also blesses three oils – the oil of
catechumens, the oil of the infirm, and holy chrism –
which is used in the administration of the sacraments
throughout the year.
PICTURES, from top left, clockwise: Archbishop Brislin
and the priests of the Archdiocese extend their hands
in blessing over the oils; the procession with the Book
of the Gospels; the presentation of the oils to the community; cantors at the Mass, from left to right, Fathers
Nkululeko Qokolo, Siyabonga Dube OMI, Alvin Tshuma
OMI, and Brandon West.

PILGRIMAGE WILL INCLUDE A COACH RIDE FROM PORTUGAL TO SPAIN
(Santiago De Compostella) and ONTO FRANCE (Lourdes, Nevers – see St Bernadette’s
incorrupt body and also see St Vincent De Paul’s incorrupt body, Notre Dame, Eiffel Tower, etc)
Arranging 2 groups – one from RUSTENBERG (Fr Cecil Dowling CSsR) and one from
CAPE TOWN (Fr Michael Clement SAC)
ARRANGED VIA ST GERARD’S HOLY TOURS
Deacon John Sheraton – 021 705 5131 or 083 277 7999
Shawn Lotters on 082 543 5762. Email: stgholytours@gmail.com

An upcoming event not to be missed
Andre Moubarak, a Maronite Catholic, is one
of the few nominal indigenous Christians still to
be found in Israel, and whose Christian heritage
goes back to the early 4th century. He grew up
in the Old City of Jerusalem, in the Christian
Quarter, in the streets of the Via Dolorosa – The
Way of the Cross. There are many guides in
Israel and they are great teachers but Andre’s
way of teaching and his approach makes him
unique and one of the best. He is also a strong
Spirit-filled believer whose testimony is manifested by his guided tours and in the healing
services he conducts.
In response to our pilgrims request, Saint
Gerard’s Holy Tours has invited Andre to Cape
Town in July 2015.
You are welcome to come and meet Andre at
any of the three parishes:
St Clare’s, Elsie’s River - 6 July
St Mary of the Angels, Athlone - 7 July
St Gerard’s, Parkwood Estate - 10 July.
His visit will take the form of Praise &
Worship starting at 7pm, testimonies by pil-

Andre Moubarak

grims and then a talk/healing service by Andre.
Johnny, our tour partner in Israel, will also be in
attendance.
Please bring your family and friends along to
experience the wonderful healing gift the Lord
has bestowed upon him, which we were all so
fortunate in having experienced in the Holy
Land.

PILGRIMAGE TO INDIA
COME AND JOIN FR VIJIL ON A 14 DAY PILGRIMAGE TO A LAND RICH IN CULTURE
AND HERITAGE, THE LAND OF HIS BIRTH

Some of the Many Places we Will Visit: Delhi (Taj Mahal), Calcutta
(Mother House and tomb of Mother Teresa, Goa (home and tomb of St Francis
Xavier), Bangalore, Kerala (home of many of our priests!), etc, etc!! Don’t delay as
there have been many enquiries thus far!!
Spiritual Leader: Fr Vijil Joseph O.Praem of Kommetjie Parish
Enquiries/Contact: Shawn Lotters: 082 543 5762
ARRANGED VIA ST GERARD’S HOLY TOURS
Deacon John Sheraton – 021 705 5131 or 083 277 7999
Shawn Lotters on 082 543 5762. Email: stgholytours@gmail.com
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From the Catholic Schools’ Office
St John’s newly elected
SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY
The names of the governors:
Back row, from left to right:
Treston Brown – Chairperson
Enrique Jephtha – Maintenance
and Safety
Beverley April – Owner’s Rep
Julie Bowers – Fundraising and
Marketing
Gerry Hendricks – Principal
Denise Allen – Curriculum and
Assessment
Jenny Steenkamp – RE and Ethos
Abdullah Carey – Fundraising and
Marketing
Front Row, from left to right:
Natalie Shellar – Treasurer
Natashe Brown – Secretary

Mgr Andrew Borello

In this article I am continuing with
my consideration of the Eucharist
and how it is to be celebrated.
The Mass is a seamless whole that
begins with the Sign of the Cross
and the greeting of the Presider
and ends with the Blessing and the
Dismissal. The assembly is gathered
to celebrate the great Mystery of
Salvation and to be sent out to
live all that has been celebrated.
Those who arrive late are not part
of the assembly, while those who
leave early have not completed
their participation in the whole.
Sadly this a reality and, in part, it
stems from the discussion on the
minimum requirement for fulfilling
the Sunday obligation. Clearly the
answers do not reflect a liturgical
understanding of the Eucharist, but
rather a minimalist legal position.
Again it is a case of good formation
in the true nature of the Eucharist.
The Mass is made up of two key
elements – the Liturgy of the Word
and the Liturgy of the Eucharist.
They are of equal importance and
are integrally bound to each other.
The Word becomes Eucharist and
the Eucharist enables the Word
to be lived. While for many centuries the emphasis was placed on
Eucharist rather than Word, the
reality is that they are essential
to each other in order to create
the whole. By virtue of the dialogue between God and his people,
that constitutes the Liturgy of the
Word, the assembled community
is drawn to express their personal
faith, to renew their common trust
and to become a living and pure
sacrifice. As the perfect Sacrifice
of Christ is made present in the
Liturgy of the Eucharist, they are
drawn to join their sacrifices into
his as an offering of themselves and
their lives in worship of God.
Since the Eucharist is a sacrifice

Catholic Schools’
Co-ordinating Council
Front row, left to right:
Linda Corbello
Alison Dunn (Chairperson)
Caron Darby-Michaels
Second Row:
Peter Jansen
Stephen Meehan
Adolf Thelen
Michael Hoare
Shana Ely
Leigh-Ann Mouton
Evona Rebelo
Gillian Stubbs
Ian Macranas

Newly Appointed owners’
representatives of St Ida’s
School, Ida’s Valley
L-R: Virginia McDiling (Principal
of St Joseph’s Pre-Primary; Nicola
Arendse (Owners Rep); Evona
Rebelo (CSO Director), Glynnis
Rippenaar (Principal of St ida’s),
Dcn Trevor Petersen (Owners’
Rep)

Principals conference
Charline Little – newly appointed
principal of St Mary’s, Cape Town

Theology
Today

The Theme was “Spirited Leadership” and the course was run by the
Jesuit Institute (Fr Russell Pollitt). The location – beautiful Christian
Brothers Centre, Stellenbosch. We thank all the attendees for taking
time out of their busy schedules to attend this weekend event

in a meal and a meal in the sacrifice,
it is more than Communion. There
are two elements that are essential – Sacrifice and Communion.
It is the collective giving of the
sacrifices of all of the assembly in
and through Christ’s Sacrifice and
what is offered being given back as
Communion. Sadly the perception
is often that Mass is Communion.
Many are unable to make a distinction so that the reception of
Communion is Mass (a Communion
Service is not Mass, even if it fulfils
the Sunday obligation). Because of
the shortage of priests in some
places, a Communion Service may
have to be held, but it is a poor
substitute and not an ideal solution. Effectively it is a Liturgy of
the Word with the distribution of
Communion and lacks the whole
sacrificial dimension that is so
essential to Eucharist.
A related consideration seems
appropriate at this point and that
is the fact that Mass may only be
celebrated by bishops and priests.
The priesthood is intimately bound
with Eucharist. If so much emphasis
is placed on the centrality of the
Eucharist in our Catholic faith (and
rightly so), then it immediately raises the centrality of priesthood and
the importance that there should
be priests. Since Eucharist is the
means of realising the Baptism of
every member of the community,
then if the Church continues to
baptise people, she needs to guarantee Eucharist which demands
priests.
Prayer for vocations and the fostering of vocations should become
a priority for every family and
every community.
To be continued…

KOLPING
Guest House &
Conference Facility
Situated in a tranquil garden setting in the centre
of Durbanville, with pool and braai facilities, we
offer both tastefully decorated Bed and Breakfast
rooms and Self-Catering units, as well as a full
English breakfast and dinner by arrangement.
Conference facilities, wheelchair facilities,
within walking distance of shops, restaurants,
banks and close proximity to Catholic Church,
tennis courts, golf course and wine route.
We would like to be your
home away from home

CONTACT

Elisabeth Blank, Manager
7 Biccard Street Durbanville 7550
Tel +27 21 970 2900.
Fax +27 21 976 9839
Cell 082 584 1483
E-mail: info@kolpingguesthouse.co.za
www.kolpingguesthouse.co.za
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The Thief

A short story by Fr Ralph de Hahn
The story stretches over 31 years, and
begins in the harsh deserts east of
Sinai, with Egypt to the southwest
and the Desert of Zin to the east.
A perfect setting and fruitful terrain
for a group of bandits under the ugly
Alfredo who was, in fact, proud of
his terrifying ugliness because, said
he, “my enemies know who I am and
what to expect!” He had with him two
wives and a young son, aged nine, by
the name of Didicus.
Ruthless and ever alert, Alfredo
and his band of cutthroats controlled
the sandy dunes, the hills and rocky
crevices of this particular region once
known, in the days of Moses, as the
Desert of Shur. He was wise enough
to camp near the trade routes through
which rich merchants had to travel
seeking profitable markets for their
merchandise. He and his thieves lived
off the “generosity of the merchants”
quoting his own words without a stir of
conscience, while their gentle requests
were supported by short swords, daggers and saw-edge knives.
This was their home, their territory
and they thrived on their delicate trade.
However, there were times when business was not that good and food was
scarce, and these rough men would
fight among themselves. Alfredo was
a ruthless leader, highly respected and
feared by his company; yet he displayed
a gentle attitude towards his son of
whom he was extremely proud. He
even promised to build him a kingdom
and one day make him a king – a king
of what and where he didn’t elaborate.
There were, of course, the Roman
conquerors to contend with.
News crept out of Jerusalem, no
doubt from passing caravans, that king
Herod was going crazy and murdering
even his own court officials and anyone who threatened his royal status.
It was even reported that he had male
children, two years old and younger,
slaughtered because of some insane
prophecy. Alfredo’s only comment, so
typical of him, was “A ruler is a ruler.
All weaklings must obey or die. There
is no room for opposition!”
Some weeks later the watchman
reported a very small party approaching from the East. He strained his eyes
to pierce the summer haze wondering
why it was so small a party, and finally
recognised a woman with child seated
on a donkey and a young man walking by her side. This he reported to
Alfredo.”
What!” he blurted out “Just a man
and woman. They must have broken
away from some caravan.” He roared
out his command and his fellow bandits took up positions in hiding.
“We take them, and all the food and
water they carry.” They waited behind
the dunes. The air was hot and silent.
Nobody moved as the small party
drew slowly closer.
“Stop!” shouted the leader as he
leapt into their path, commanding

his men to surround them. “And what
treasures do you carry to Egypt ?” he
asked as he approached the group.
“Please,” stammered the bearded
man “we are mere travellers on route
to Egypt; see, we carry no treasures.” The bandit leader looked very
unhappy,
“And you lady, that boy in your
arms, what jewels do you carry?
The lady looked up, a slight smile
lit up her face, “This is my treasure.
It is my only child. We carry him to
safety.”
“From King Herod that fox! But
you will find no safety here; we want
your food and water and all you carry
with you – or we take your child!” He
ripped the child from the mother’s
arms.
At that moment young Didicus ran
up to his dad, “ Father, let me hold the
baby.” And Alfredo placed the child
firmly into his outstretched arms.
The young traveller pleaded, “Please,
good sir, do not harm the child. My
name is Joseph, a carpenter. Please.
Take all that we have but leave the
donkey, for my wife and I have still
a long way to travel. We are at your
mercy.”
The young lad interrupted “Look,
father, the little boy smiles at me: and
come father, come look into his eyes”
The bandit leader remained obstinate. “I am Alfredo. This is my territory. I take what I want.”
Didicus seemed overjoyed. “Father,
come closer… come look into his eyes”
The warrior placed his dagger into
his belt and moved over to his son.
“Father, look he smiles at you, but just
look into his eyes. What do you see,
father?” The chief gazed into the boy’s
face and somehow his ugly countenance reflected a strange beauty.
“I see… I see…” he stammered.
“Father, do not touch this child,
please let the people go, the child is
so beautiful, no more than two years
old”
The bandit leader took the child from

his son and, looking very confused and
very unhappy, handed him over to his
mother seated on the donkey “Go,
you are no good to us.” The small
party moved on, thanking the robbers
for their kindness. Joseph and Mary
had not travelled 20 yards when little
Didicus came running after them with
a canvas bag filled with water. Mary
smiled at him “Thank you, we shall
not forget you.”
In the meantime, back in his tent,
Alfredo swore aloud “One day we
shall enter the Holy City and steal
from the wealthy Jews and Romans.”
Thirty-one years later there was a
tremendous upheaval in Jerusalem:
the Jewish authorities were upset, the
Roman conquerors were confused. All
because a young Jew named Joshua, a
carpenter from Nazareth, claimed to
be a prophet sent by God. He claimed
equality with the God of Moses, Isaac
and Jacob
The Pharisees and the Sanhedrin
were enraged. “He has blasphemed,”
they declared, “he is deserving of
death!” Pontius Pilate surrendered to
their plea, knowing full well he had no
right to wash his hands of this deed.
The young prophet, only thirty-three
years of age, condemned to death,
cruelly beaten, crowned with thorns,
carried his cross to the place of execution outside the walls of Jerusalem.
There he was nailed hand and foot to
a cross exposed to all the world as the
crucifed “King of the Jews.” The Son
of God was held on that infamous
gibbet, not by three nails, but by his
extraordinary love.
On his right and his left hung two
thieves, also condemned to death by
the Romans. The thief on his right
was suffering bitterly.
Yet he turned his head to the carpenter as he felt the prophet call to
him and bid him look into his eyes…
eyes so bloody, swollen yet so very
recognisable. Yes, he knew those eyes
“Master, remember me?”
A slight movement of the head, a
sparkle in the eyes “yes, I remember.”
“Master, Lord, remember me when
you enter into your kingdom.”
“I promise this day you will be with
me in paradise.”
Didicus, the boy from the desert,
died a thief for he stole for himself a place in the kingdom, but not
the kingdom his father Alfredo had
promised him.

St Gerard’s Holy Tours
HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGES

Option to Rome, Turkey or Greece
An 11 day experience that will change your life!!
APOLOGIES TO ALL OUR CLIENTS – 2015 PILGRIMAGES TO THE
HOLY LAND AND EUROPE ARE FULLY BOOKED

2016 PILGRIMAGES

West Coast Catholic Parish with Fr Aloysius Abone – April 2016
Contact Desiré Jackson on 084 539 7757
Corpus Christi Parish, Wynberg – April 2016 – with Fr Christopher
Contact Alberta on 083 513 3362
St Joseph’s Parish, Goodwood – April 2016 – with Fr Mari Joe
Contact Donovan 084 627 1543
Our Lady of Good Help,Verulam, KZN – June 2016 – with Fr Jude Fernando TOR
Contact Fr Jude 082 588 1691

Genevieve and Bruno Tardieu (3rd & 4th from left) of the Fourth World
Movement meet with J+P members and friends

J+P meet with Fourth
World Movement
Genevieve and Bruno Tardieu from the All
Together for Dignity (ATD) Fourth World
movement (www.atd-fourthworld.org) in
Paris, visited the Parent Advisory Council
of Student Achievement (PACSA) in Cape
Town during the month of April. On 21
April, Genevieve and Bruno took time out
of their busy schedule to meet with some
of the Justice and Peace members and
friends who were interested in the work
and activities of the movement.
They shared on the history and practice
of the 4th World Movement, and their
strategy of the ‘street library’ where
communities create spaces for learning
and imaginative activities and how this
builds power amongst marginalized
communities. The conversation with

Genevieve and Bruno sparked the interest
of all who attended the morning session
and we hope to continue with a Learning
Circle at which we hope to achieve two
outputs: Critical Self Reflection and a
draft programme of topics for a series of
Learning Circles as we strive to achieve
our objectives –
• to increase our understanding of our
various roles in eradicating poverty
• to enhance our methods of working for
change on a parish level in South Africa
• to grow in international co-operation
and learning for eradication of poverty
For further information please contact
Bernie Daries at the Justice and Peace
office at info@justiceandpeace.org.za or
021 462 2417.

L-R: Bernie Daries, Pia Rebelo, Jessica Dewhurst, Teresa Omedeo and
Peter Davies

Environmental Rights: Earth
Jurisprudence as a solution
to our current epidemic
On Monday 13 April, Justice and Peace
board members attended an Eco-Justice
evening hosted by the Edmund Rice
Network of South Africa.
The presentation for the evening was
done by Pia Rebelo, a core member of
the Social Justice and Advocacy Desk
of ERNSA and a Masters student in
Environmental Law at UCT.
Pia’s presentation focused on the
three major developments which have
contributed to the establishment of
environmental rights on a global scale.
South Africa has followed the

global trend and has incorporated an
environmental right into our Constitution
under section 24 of the Bill of Rights, ‘the
right to healthy environment’. However,
there are still many challenges in the
human understanding of the importance
of coexistence with the environment
and its fundamental value to our human
existence. Hopefully, this presentation
will spark further discussions around the
crisis we face in our country.
Bernie Daries
Co-ordinator, J+P Commission
Archdiocese of Cape Town

St Norbert’s Parish, Ocean View/Kommetjie – August 2016 – with Fr Sebastian
Contact Karen 083 264 0125 & Val 079 436 4269
St Mary’s Cathedral, Cape Town – August 2016 – with Fr Michael Clement
Contact Desiré Jackson 084 539 7757
St Anne’s Parish, Steenberg – September 2016 – with Fr Paul MSFS
Contact Maureen 071 850 3338
Humble Servants of Christ, Cape Town – October 2016 – with Fr Peter Ziegler
Contact Dcn Eugene Tito 072 765 2508 or 021 696 7790

2017 HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE
May 2017 – A meditative journey in the Holy Lands: a contemplative ecumenical pilgrimage of
hope led by Fr Larry Kaufmann CSsR. Contact John O’Leary 082 376 4447.

Upcoming Pilgrimages to Europe 2016
June 2016 – Pilgrimage to Portugal (Fatima), Spain & France (Lourdes, Avignon, Nevers
and Paris) – Fr Job MSFS. Contact Deacon Joseph Arulandu 082 466 8057

ARRANGED VIA ST GERARD’S HOLY TOURS
Contact: Deacon John Sheraton on 083 277 7999
or Shawn Lotters on 082 543 5762. Email: stgholytours@gmail.com
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Bernie Daries and Brian Pretorius attended a workshop at UWC
on Responsible and Responsive Governance, hosted by the Good
Governance Learning Network (GGLN). Representatives from around
the country were invited to share and prepare for the 2016 local
elections. This was the first of many more such workshops in 2015.
Above: GGLN members from around the country.
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Youth CHAPLAINCY

Hello to all of you!!
The last time we spoke, Lent was just beginning and now we are already at Pentecost! I hope that you had a meaningful
Lent and that you experienced the joy of the Resurrection during the Easter season. Here’s a bit about what we have
been up to so far this year.

Chaplaincy Team

YMC 2015: Our Youth Ministry Conference struck the hearts of youth leaders and left behind a powerful wake of

inspiration and newfound friendships. This weekend saw 160 youth leaders (including priests and worship musicians) from
around South Africa, Africa and even Rome, come together for a power-packed training workshop. In collaboration with
Life Teen, USA, this event saw top-class youth leaders from America and around our own country come together to share
their knowledge and experience of how to effectively lead teenagers closer to Christ!

A hugely exciting
development for the
youth chaplaincy is
that we have grown!
We now have an
amazing support
team of dedicated
volunteers helping us
impact the youth of
the Western Cape! So
allow me to introduce
the complete team
to you:

Fr Charles Prince –
Youth Chaplain

Danilo Acquisto –
Chairperson

Dominique Yon –
Events

Marlon Rooi –
Events

Neilan Adams –
Formation

Amy Adams –
Formation

Bheki Ngcobo –
Logistics

Jason Basel –
Communications

Leo Sforza – Finance &
Fundraising

Sean Lategan –
Admin

Sven Ruygrok –
Communications

The weekend ended with an XLT (Exalt) at Durbanville Catholic Church. Life Teen speaker Stephen Allgeyer shared an
inspiring witness about how our saying “Yes God, here I am” can change the world. This led into Adoration, Confession
and Praise and Worship.

CPD Training Courses
JUN

JUL

3 19.00-21.00
6
10 19.00-21.00
13 09.30-14.00
09.30-14.00
09.30-15.00
09.30-12.30
09.30-12.00
15.00
16
17 19.00-21.00
19
20 09.30-12.30
09.30-12.30
09.30-12.30
24 19.00-21.00
27 09.30-12.30
09.30-12.30
09.30-12.30
4 09.30-12.30
11 09.30-12.30
09.30-12.30
18 09.30-12.30
09.30-12.30
09.30-12.30
25 08.30-16.00
09.30-12.30
29 19.00-21.00

31
AUG 1 09.30-12.30
09.30-12.30
09.00-15.00
4
5

19.00
19.00-21.00
19.30
8 09.30-14.00
09.30-14.00
12 19.00-21.00
15 09.30-12.30
09.30-12.30
19
20
22
26
29

19.00-21.00
19.30
08.30
19.00-21.00
09.00-12.30

Please direct all queries
about training to CPD
at 021 462 2417.

Theology Course at the Chancery
Engaged Encounter weekend at Schoenstatt Training Centre, Constantia
Theology Course at the Chancery
Good Shepherd Catechesis, level 1, part 1 (5) at Holy Redeemer, Bergvliet
Good Shepherd Catechesis, level 1, part 1I (5) at Resurrection,Table View
SPRED Training, sessions 7 & 8 at St John’s, Maitland
Baptism Training at the Chancery
Engage Marriage Preparation Training at St Ninians, Kuil’s River. Call Jean Hendricks
on 021 462 2417.
Marriage Preparation class at Atlantis begins. Six consecutive Saturdays.
Youth Day Mass at OLHC, Lansdowne
Theology Course at the Chancery
Marriage Encounter weekend at Schoenstatt, Constantia: marriage.encounterwc@gmail.com
RCIA Training part 2 (5) at St Ignatius, Claremont
Catechetical Formation Programme at OLHC, Lansdowne, Bellville, Paarl & Westridge
Workshop for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion at Mbekweni
Theology Course at the Chancery
Good Shepherd Catechesis Morning at St Ignatius, Claremont
Training for Ushers at the Chancery
Workshop for Funeral Ministers at Mbekweni
Proclaimers of the Word, part 1, at the Chancery
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, part 1, at the Chancery
Catechetical Trainers Meeting at St Ignatius, Claremont
Parish Co-ordinators’ meeting (2) at St Ignatius, Claremont
Proclaimers of the Word, part 2, at the Chancery
Workshop for Proclaimers of the Word at Mbekweni
Leadership Training for those in ministry, especially Youth and Catechetics at the Chancery, Cape Town
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, part 2, at the Chancery

Find us at upcoming events and be sure to look out for our newsletters by email!

Theology Course at the Chancery

Retrouvaille weekend. Call Paul & Merle Thomas on 072 243 1408.
Ongoing Formation – Reconciliation at OLHC, Lansdowne
Sacristan Training at the Chancery
SPRED Retreat – Enrichment at Maryland
Engaged Encounter weekend at Schoenstatt Training Centre, Constantia
Start of the Marriage Preparation course at St Martin de Porres, Lavistown
Theology Course at the Chancery
Start of the Marriage Preparation course at Mater Dei, Parow Valley
Good Shepherd Catechesis, level 1, part 1 (6) at Holy Redeemer, Bergvliet
Good Shepherd Catechesis, level 1, part 1I (6) at Resurrection,Table View
Theology Course at the Chancery
RCIA Training part 2 (6) at St Ignatius, Claremont
Catechetical Formation Programme (CFP 6) at Lansdowne, Bellville, Paarl and
Westridge
Theology Course at the Chancery
Start of the Marriage Preparation course at St Mary’s, Retreat
Archdiocesan Pastoral Council meeting at the Cathedral hall, Cape Town
Theology Course at the Chancery
Ecclesia Faith Formation Festival – The Joy of the Gospel, at Holy Cross Primary
School, Bellville
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Above & Below: Participants at a retreat for Catechists
held at Maryland on 11 April 2015. The day was facilitated by Alison
Dunn (below), in collaboration with the Catechetical team

Keynote Speaker: Fr Russell Pollitt SJ
Youth Camps

It has been a great privilege to attend a few youth camps over the past few months. Thank you to Durbanville,
Rondebosch and Wynberg parishes for inviting me to be a part of your camps. The work you are doing is fantastic!

Durbanville, Rondebosch and Wynberg Youth Camps

Fish Hoek Soccer Tournament

Thank you to Fr Craig and the youth leaders of Fish Hoek
parish for organising a fantastic soccer day. Many teams
took part and a lot of fun was had by all.

Lansdowne Launch Life Teen

RCIA Training, Phase 2:

A Reflective and Theological
understanding and implementation of the process was led by Fr Eoin
Farrelly, Bernie Daries, Deacon Mervin and Carol Solomon, and Liesyl
Fortuin.

Over the past few months we have walked a close journey
with the youth leaders and Catechists of Lansdowne
parish as they have prepared to implement the Life Teen
Soccer tournament where Corpus Christi, Wynberg
Catechesis/Youth programme. Their launch night took
(pictured) beat St Anthony’s, Langa 3-2 in the final.
place on Friday 17 April and was an absolute blast! Thanks
for inviting us and all the best for this new chapter in your parish!

Catholic Schools

We thank Springfield Convent who have continuously invited us to be a part of formation initiatives at their school. From
retreats to Confirmation classes, we are so grateful that you have opened the door to us.
The Catholic Schools Office also hosted a Catholic Education Seminar in which we took part. This was a very informative
and well-organised event with high-profile presenters. The theme was Lighting the Way and we were grateful for the
opportunity to run a session with the learners on servant leadership.
There are many other things I would like to tell you about, but that is all for now I’m afraid. Look out for our
newsletters by email for info about upcoming events. If you are not receiving them, please let us know by emailing us at
YouthChaplaincy@gmail.com – I will then add you to our mailing list.
Please invite us to your youth events! We want to meet you and see what you’re up to! Have a blessed winter! Until next
time, God bless!
Youth Chaplaincy
ARCHDIOCESAN NEWS
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A Carmelite Sister reflects
on Consecrated Life
On 11 February 2015, Carmel of
Retreat in Cape Town celebrated
the 25th anniversary of Religious
Profession of Sr Mary Lawrence of
the Resurrection. Archbishop Stephen
Brislin officiated at Mass with some
of our priests concelebrating. Before
the Eucharistic celebration Sr Mary
Lawrence offered a bouquet of flowers to the Statue of Our Lady of Mt
Carmel, a token of gratitude for the
25 years Our Lady has accompanied
her in living her Carmelite life in her
Order of Discalced Carmelites. While
walking down the centre isle of the
Chapel to her prie-dieu accompanied
by the Prioress, Mother Mary Joan
of the Cross, one could see the joy
radiating on her face. Surely it was
the joy of living the Gospel faithfully
and perseveringly for 25 years in the
silence and solitude of Carmel, in a
hidden life of Contemplative Prayer,
a life of simplicity and self sacrifice
offered for the Church and the whole
world. A candle lit from the Paschal
Candle, which is the symbol of Christ
her Spouse, was also given to her by
the Archbishop.
During his homily Fr Rohan Smuts
reminded Sr Mary Lawrence of the
aims of this Year of Consecrated
Life in the Apostolic Letter of Pope
Francis. The first is “to look to the
past with gratitude seeing the hand
of God who in his Spirit, calls individuals to follow Christ more closely,
to translate the Gospel into a particular way of life, to read the signs of
the times with the eyes of faith and
respond creatively to the needs of the
Church. This is essential for preserving our identity, and for strengthening
our unity as a family and our common
sense of belonging.”
The second is to “live the present
with passion”. Grateful remembrance
of the past leads us to implement ever
more fully the essential aspects of our
consecrated life. The absolute rule
for the Founders and Foundresses
was the Gospel, and the ideal was
Christ. The vows were intended as a
concrete expression of this passionate
love. Like St Paul who says “For me to
live is Christ (Phil. 1:21). The Gospel
demands to be lived radically and
sincerely. It is not enough to read it,
nor even meditate on it. Jesus asks us
to practice it, and to put his words into
effect in our lives.”
The third is “to embrace the future
with hope. Consecrated life has its
own difficulties, but this hope is not
based on statistics or accomplishments
but on the One in whom we put our
trust, the one for whom ‘nothing is

Receiving the wreath of flowers
from Archbishop Brislin
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impossible’”. As St John Paul II wrote:
“You have not only a glorious history
to remember and to recount, but also a
great history still to be accomplished!
Look to the future, where the Spirit
is sending you in order to do even
greater things”.
After the homily Sr Mary Lawrence
renewed her vows. Before doing so
she expressed her desire from God
and the Church which is: “Like Mary
our Mother, in her life of prayer and
contemplation, I ask for the fullness
of God’s loving and healing presence,
to radiate the joy of his resurrection all
the days of my life.” She then expressed
her joy by singing the Magnificat
alternately with the community: “All
that I am sings of the God who brings
new life to birth in me. My Spirit
soars on the wings of my Lord.” The
congregation who joined us in this
celebration was touched and were also
filled with joy.
Looking at the life of St Thérèse of
Lisieux, the Little Flower, a Carmelite
Nun who never left her cloister of
Carmel but was proclaimed patroness
of the missions, one will ask how can
that be?
To me, this is the beautiful mystery of Consecrated Life. When
one gives oneself entirely to God in
love, God takes over one’s life, works
through her so that everything she
does becomes the work of the Lord.
One becomes another Christ. Totally
possessed by the Spirit she can now
transcend all barriers in her desire to
help anyone anywhere in the world.
It was said of St Thérèse that she was
seen among soldiers in war zones, and
in many other places helping many.
There were many testimonies of what
she has done especially after her death
for which she merited to be called
Patroness of the Missions.
As I reflect on this truth and after
having experienced many lights and
blessings received from the Jubilee
celebration of Sr Mary Lawrence, I
realized more and more the importance of Consecrated Life. It just
dawned on me how much we miss
of God’s graces for ourselves and
our world if we do not live fully our
Consecrated Life. “God’s graces and
blessings”, St Thérèse wrote, “are pent
up ready to be poured out to whoever
opens her heart, her hands to receive
it”. Our world today is in confusion.
In the words of our holy mother St
Teresa of her own time: “The world is
in flames!” Many people do not know
who they are or what their direction
in life is. It is we, especially in the
Consecrated Life who can give direction and point out to them the path to
true happiness and eternal life, to the
goal of our Life here on earth, which
is union with God, our Creator.
We are grateful to God for having three of our sisters celebrating
their jubilees during this Year of
Consecrated Life. Sr Mary Lawrence
of the Resurrection, 25 years on 11
Feb; Sr Catherine of Christ, 40 years
on 24 February; and Sr Mary of the
Trinity, 60 years on 19 December
2015.
In 2015 we are also celebrating
the 500th birthday of our Mother
and Foundress, St Teresa of Jesus, of
Avila, Spain. We can say of her that
as a Consecrated person her charism
and the example of her life continues
to be fruitful for the Church and our
world even today. Our Holy Father
Pope Francis, guided by the Holy
Spirit, did very well in proclaiming
this year as the Year of Consecrated
Life. His desire is for us to “wake up
the world”.

Congratulations from Archbishop
Stephen Brislin

COMING SHORTLY: A compilation of Fr Ralph de Hahn’s short stories,
which will be available from all parishes, schools and the Catholic Bookshop.
The book is 149 pages and will cost R100. Proceeds will be in aid of the
Archbishop’s building fund.

Offering a bouquet of flowers to the
statue of Our Lady of Mt Carmel

AGM 2015 for Consecrated Persons

Present at the AGM of Consecrated
Persons held on 14 February 2015
at the Holy Cross Convent in Parow
Valley were 55 representatives of 18
religious congregations and secular institutes in the Archdiocese of
Cape Town. The meeting began
with the Eucharist concelebrated by
Archbishop Stephen Brislin and four
religious priests.
Special thanks were expressed to
both Sr Jacinta Teixeira OP (who
resigned as president due to new congregational assignments) and Sr Helen
O’Connell CSN (transferred back to
Australia) for their valued contribution as members of the Council of
Consecrated Persons (CCP) during
2014.
The newly elected members, Sr
Melvina Abraham HC and Br Senan
D’Souza CFC, were welcomed as
they joined the rest of the CCP: Fr
Job Kaleekaparampil MSFS (VG for
Religious), Sr Alma Kohler HC (president), Fr Mari-Joe OCD (vice-president), Sr Ana Maria Mainero FMA
(secretary), Fr Sean Cahill OFM Cap
and Sr Ann-Marie Nicholas ISSM.
Much energy was generated in the
plenary sharing of possible forthcoming events for this Year of Consecrated
Life. Highlighted were (among others) creating opportunities to clarify
charisms and founders of different
congregations, a vocations festival
in the archdiocese, a pilgrimage for
religious, and workshops to make
consecrated life known to youth and
families.
Fr Job stressed the need for religious men and women to “Look to
the past with gratitude, to live the
present with enthusiasm, radiating
the beauty of consecration which
is joy, and to embrace the future
with passion’’. In commenting on
the enlarged logo for the Year of
Consecrated Life which he provided

ABOVE: Fr Job Kaleekaparampil OSFS, Sr Jacinta Teixeira OP and
Archbishop Stephen Brislin; BELOW: Archbishop Brislin addresses the
religious of the Archdiocese

for the chapel and hall, he said that
in this present time of challenge all
are invited to be joyful and radical in
self-giving, to wake up the world by
consecrated life in accordance with
the life of Jesus Christ.
Archbishop Brislin, in his closing

words, thanked the religious in the
archdiocese for their support and
reminded all of Pope Francis’ call to
fidelity to the gospel: “Go back to
Jesus. Be radical – go back to the root
of the gospel”.
Sr Alma Kohler HC
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Confirmations took place at St Francis de Sales Church,
Malmesbury on 3 May. With the 12 confirmed are Archbishop Stephen
Brislin and parish priest Fr Kizito Gugah.

Stations of the Cross up Tygerberg hill on 19 March,
led by Fr Mari Joe of St Joseph’s, Goodwood

Fr Mari Joe of St Joseph’s, Goodwood enjoying breakfast in Milnerton
with the ExtrAordinary eucharistic Ministers of the parish.

On Good Friday the parishioners of St Martin De Porres held The Way
of the Cross in the streets of Lavistown

On 8 March, Sunday afternoon was a memorable day for the youth
groups of Holy Trinity, Matroosfontein. 23 of the young and adult
youth, together with their facilitators and parish priest, made the Way
of the Cross at Blouberg Beach, Table view. It is one of the youth
activities that are done every year either on the mountain, on the
street or on the beach. It was well participated and appreciated by the
youth members and well wishers alike.
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ABOVE: Two pictures of the Stations of the Cross which are to be found at St Don Bosco Church, Westridge.
These Stations have been made on a pre-cast wall from black granite offcuts by Lance Loubser. Lance has
worked in several churches in the Archdiocese, upgrading altars, repairing marble fixtures etc., not least the
beautiful altar, ambo, and tabernacle stand for St Catherine’s Church, Kleinvlei. Submitted by Ethné Stevens.

Prison Care and Support
Network Social Reintegration
Programme Graduation
The Prison Care and Support Network
(PCSN) is a non-profit organisation,
functioning under the auspices of the
Catholic Church in Cape Town. PCSN
seeks to respond to the spiritual and
emotional needs of offenders and the reintegration of ex-offenders. During 2014
thirteen learners (ex-offenders), with
support from the Construction CETA,
completed their community house building level 2 learnership programme at
the West Coast FET College/ Power
Construction Site and were presented
with their certificates at a graduation
ceremony held on 22 January 2015 at
Christ the King Catholic Church in
Pinelands.
The event was attended by Fr PeterJohn Pearson, Vicar General of the
Archdiocese of Cape Town, Sonja
Pilusa, CEO of Construction CETA,
Thapelo Madibeng (CETA Core
Business Executive), representatives
from West Coast College, members of
the board, Janine Richards and Randall
Bredenkamp, prison chaplains, and staff
and volunteers of Prison Care Support
Network.
Khanyiso Tshanyela thanked PCSN
and its partners on behalf of his fellow
graduates for giving them this opportunity. Despite the challenges, they were
able to complete the course with support
from their families.
The core team of the PCSN CETA
project, the co-ordinator of PCSN
(Fr Babychan MSFS) and Alledene
Cupido, the programme co-ordinator,
with the support of other PCSN staff
and the board, facilitated the successful completion of the first ever CETA
sponsored learnership programme for
ex-prisoners in the country. Certainly it
was a joy for all the ex-offenders who,
besides acquiring skills, learnt the value
of self-discipline, perseverance, hard
work and team work.
Sonja Pilusa CEO of Construction
CETA in her address thanked PCSN
for the role which they played to make
this learnership a success. In her address
to the graduates, Sonja reminded them
of Nelson Mandela’s words that “it is not
so much about what you are given in life,
rather than what you make with what
you have.” Reflecting on her humble
upbringing, she encouraged them to work
hard for what they want in life, and with
this attitude they will be open to many
possibilities to realise their vision. Ms
Pilusa announced that the Construction
CETA has further dedicated themselves
to the project with 50 learnerships for
2015 besides the construction related
bursary support worth R1.2 million for
inmates. She also stated that the Services
CETA intends to engage with Prison
Care to provide additional support for
the social reintegration of ex-offenders.
She acknowledged the work of Alledene
Cupido, programme co-ordinator for her
commitment and patience despite all the
challenges.

GROUP PHOTO: Back row: C. Greef (Regional Co-ordinator CETA),
T Madibeng (CETA Core Business Executive), Fr Peter-John Pearson
(Vicar General Archdiocese of Cape Town), S. Bruiners (Graduate),
X. Matabata (Graduate), T. Mashwawu (Graduate), R. Sokoyi
(Graduate), M. Koyingana (Graduate). Middle row: Ms S. Pilusa (CEO
of CETA), R. Petersen (Graduate), J. Richards (Vice-chairperson of
PCSN), K. Mbelwa (Graduate), Mr Martin (West Coast FET College),
A. Tshanyela (Graduate), M. Nefdt (Graduate), W. Smith (West
Coast FET College). Front row: N. Meje (Graduate); K. Rodriques
(Graduate) & L. Manzini (Graduate)

Two recipients of the PCSN Prison
Inmates Bursary Programme were
also congratulated for their outstanding performance. Stanton Hermanus
studied towards Bachelors of Science
in Information Systems and Computer
Science and recently completed his
Bachelors of Arts honours in Computer
Science and obtained seven distinctions.
He is currently registered at UCT for
his Masters in Information Systems.
Jacobus Thiart completed his 1st Year

in BA Accounting. He is currently
registered for his second year in the
above. Elizabeth Zielgler who partially
sponsored the above students also mentored them during their journey.
The ceremony concluded with lunch
and PCSN’s Bernadette Adams provided the entertainment throughout the
event.
Janine Richards
Vice-Chairperson
Prison Care and Support Network

PARTNERSHIP PHOTO: Back row: Fr Babychan msfs (Co-ordinator of
PCSN), W. Smith (West Coast FET College), Mr Ndyalivane (Mitchell’s
Plain Community Corrections), Ms Dandala (Cape Town Community
Corrections), T. Madibeng (CETA Core Business Executive), Ms A.
Cupido (Programme Co-ordinator PCSN). Front row: Ms S. Pilusa (CEO
of CETA), Ms Gxotelwa (Mitchell’s Plain Community Corrections), Ms J.
Richards (Vice-chairperson of PCSN)

Launch of the “Men for Change Group” at St Francis de Sales parish,
Malmesbury on 7 March 2015.
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CPLO Highlights

What has the NDP accomplished so far?
On 23 February 2015 the CPLO hosted
a roundtable discussion on the National
Development Plan. The speakers were
Mr Jeremy Cronin, Deputy SecretaryGeneral of the South African Communist
Party, and Professor William Gumede,
of the University of the Witwatersrand.
Among the audience members at this
focused discussion group was ACDP
Member of Parliament Cheryllyn Dudley.

ABOVE, L-R: Prof. William Gumede and Jeremy Cronin

South Africa’s Energy
Crisis: How Did We Find
Ourselves in the Dark?
On 27 February 2015, the CPLO hosted
a roundtable discussion on the country’s
energy crisis. The speakers for the event
were Mr Sisa Njikelana, the Chairperson
of the South African Independent Power
Producers Association and Ms Neoka
Naidoo from Project 90 by 2030. Ms
Naidoo looked at South Africa’s energy
history and Mr Njikelana made a presentation on measures being taken to
alleviate the current energy crisis. The
passionate discussion that followed is
testament to how these blackouts are
impacting ordinary citizens in a profound
way. The event was well attended by
people from a variety of sectors.

ABOVE, L-R: David Lipschitz (Treasure the Karoo Action Group)
and Tahirih Matthee (Baha’i). Inset: Sisa Njikelana (South African
Independent Power Producers Association)

ABOVE, L-R: Mr Elroy Paulus (National Advocacy Manager – Black
Sash), Thandiwe Zulu (Regional Manager, Gauteng – Black Sash), Dr
Usang Maria Assim (Community Law Centre – UWC), Ms Tozama
Ngcongolo (Child Care and Protection Services – Western Cape
Department of Social Development)
Foster Care
The CPLO together with the Western Cape Department of Social Development
hosted a roundtable on Foster Care on 6 March 2015. The roundtable was addressed
by Dr Usang Maria Assim (Community Law Centre – UWC); Ms Tozama Ngcongolo
(Child Care and Protection Services – Western Cape Department of Social
Development); Ms Thandiwe Zulu (Regional Manager, Gauteng – Black Sash) and Mr
Elroy Paulus (National Advocacy Manager – Black Sash).
Foster care is a way of providing a family life for children who cannot, for whatever
reason, live with their parents. It has long been one of the strategies used as an alternative placement for the care for children found to be in need of care by a Children’s
Court as “a result of being orphaned, abandoned abused, neglected, or at risk”. It is an
alternative to institutional care. However, the HIV/AIDS pandemic and its devastating
consequences have resulted in a huge increase in the number of vulnerable children in
need of care.
During the course of various fora the issue of foster care was raised as beset with
difficulties and that these were impacting negatively on Child Protection Services, and
that those children in kinship foster placements whose access to social grants was
compromised due to delays in Children’s Court hearings. While the term kinship foster care is in the Children’s Act it is not defined, which results in much confusion. The
roundtable sought to address these issues.

ABOVE: L-R: Murray Hunter and
Mike Pothier (CPLO)
‘State Capture’ of
Independent Institutions?
On 27 March 2015, the CPLO in collaboration with the Hanns Seidel Foundation
hosted a roundtable discussion titled,
‘State Capture’ of Independent
Institutions? The speakers included
the Executive Secretary of CASAC,
Lawson Naidoo, and former National
Co-ordinator of the Right to Know
Campaign (R2K), Murray Hunter. Lawson
Naidoo spoke to South Africa’s doctrine
of separation of powers embedded
within the Constitution, whereas Murray
Hunter talked about a re-emergence
of the ‘securocrats’, a trend that not
only occurred within South Africa, but
also within the global political sphere.
However, although the two cited different examples in their presentations,
their main arguments were interlinked
and boiled down to three seminal points:
independence, transparency and accountability in South Africa’s parastatals.

L-R: Mr Lengane Bogatsu, Chief Director: Land Restitution Support
(North West), Professor Ruth Hall from the Programme for Land and
Agrarian Studies (PLAAS) at the University of the Western Cape, Judge
Yasmin Shenaz Meer, acting Chief Justice of the Land Claims Court
Roundtable on Land Reform
The CPLO hosted a roundtable entitled “Land Reform in South Africa: What is going
on?” on 20 March 2015. Speaking at the meeting were: Judge Yasmin Shenaz Meer, acting Chief Justice of the Land Claims Court; Professor Ruth Hall from the Programme
for Land and Agrarian Studies (PLAAS) at the University of the Western Cape; and
Mr Lengane Bogatsu, Chief Director: Land Restitution Support (North West). Prof.
Hall started the discussion by pointing out several significant developments in the
question of land reform over time. One of the points she raised was that it seems that
there is a fundamental shift in government’s emphasis in the land reform programme,
from restitution and redistribution for the landless and deprived, to focusing on fewer
and larger commercial players in the land sector. Mr Bogatsu noted that the question
of development had become a major part of land reform. Judge Meer, steering clear of
policy issues, focused more on the nature of the Land Claims Court and some of its
challenges and approaches to issues, emphasising the idea that actors in the land space
should not be afraid to approach the courts when they have problems with some of
the issues they are dealing with.
There was a high level of engagement, and guests interacted very well with the
speakers. The roundtable attracted a good calibre of guests and all seemed satisfied
with the discussion. Unfortunately, the Department of Rural Development and Land
Reform itself was hosting an indaba in Gauteng on the very same day, and thus some
of the MPs who had expressed interest in attending our roundtable had to go to
Tshwane instead. It seems that this year the question of land and land reform is going
to become even more important and topical than it has been up to now.

L-R: Francois Beukman (ANC MP) and Fr Peter-John Pearson (CPLO
Director)
Francois Beukman, ANC MP lunch meeting
In collaboration with the Hanns Seidel Foundation, the first lunch with MPs for 2015
was hosted on 16 March 2015. This lunch, held at the Townhouse Hotel, was attended
by a cross section of people, ranging from academics to on the ground activists to a
diplomat; each in their own way having leverage in different public spaces. The speaker, the chairperson of the Portfolio Committee on Police and ANC MP, Mr Francois
Beukman was very affable, honest and extremely helpful with regard to difficulties
raised with him. Indeed, way beyond the call of duty. This was a good example of public/politician dialogue, networking and an important aspect of public participation.
Mr Beukman’s presentation was closely linked with the realities that communities
were facing and the way in which he chose to respond to guests was an indication of
the direction in which policing is intending to move by being more in touch with the
people. He raised several tasks that the committee has undertaken to achieve in 2015
that will have a large impact on the way in which the police service will function going
forward. He noted that the role of the police is a topical issue this year and therefore
he values the engagement that he can have with a variety of organizations.
The discussions between Mr Beukman and guests allowed for interaction in dealing
with issues that are often private and of a personal matter where guests gave firsthand account of experiences. Mr Beukman stated that he understood the value of
staying close to the issues at the ground level in order to understand what happens
in society. While the summit in firearms is coming up, so is the white paper on the
police, the Firearms Amendment Bill in April and the white paper on safety and security as well as the SAPS Amendment Act. All these policy documents will have a massive impact on policing in the next twenty years, which means that taking note of what
is happening in communities is of the utmost importance going forward.

Appeal for donations
The aged, a most vulnerable and sometimes neglected part of our
community, now have the opportunity to live a dignified life by being
housed or involved in the projects run by NOAH – Neighbourhood
Old Age Housing.
The Catholic Justice and Peace Commision, in partnership with
NOAH, urgently appeal to you for donations of any kind for the
upkeep of the NOAH homes and projects. Donations of clothing,
shoes, household furniture and utensils or property (fixed or movable)
will be most welcome.
Drop-off points for material donations:
• 19 Regent Street, Woodstock
• Justice + Peace office, 12 Bouquet Street, Cape Town
• Your resident parish – WITH PERMISSION FROM YOUR PARISH
PRIEST only – donations will be collected by NOAH
Financial donations please contact via email for more information:
info@noah.org.za

NOAH and the staff of The Trestle Table would
like to thank all the donors of second hand goods
for supporting our initiative over the past year.
We are truly grateful for your support. Enquiries
or Collections please call Ian on 021 447 6334.
ARCHDIOCESAN NEWS
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Update on the building of St Josephine Bakhita, Old Crossroads

Where there’s a
Will, there’s a way
They may not talk about it, but a
growing number of people are deciding to leave a legacy of love to personally chosen beneficiary organisations,
extending their caring beyond their
own lifetimes.
Salesian Institute Youth Projects
would like to encourage our supporters and friends (and their friends)
to invest in our work; to consider
making a present day decision about a
future gift to Salesian Institute Youth
Projects. Driven by Christian values
we are committed to providing for

the physical, educational and spiritual
needs of street youth and other disadvantaged youth in Cape Town.
Should you already have left a
bequest to Salesian Institute kindly
let us know, so that we are aware of
your interest in our organisation, and
importantly so that we can thank you
personally for your generosity and
philanthropy.
Kindly contact Bequest Officer
Carol-Ann Brand by email at carolann.brand@salesianyouth.org.oza or
call her on 021 786 1892.

Holy SpiriT CENTRE
(Totally Renovated)

Welcomes ALL Church / School Groups
(Alpha, Confirmation, RCIA, Bible Study, etc)
for Retreats, Conferences, Study, or whatever

161A Coronation Road Maitland / PO Box 925 Maitland 7405

We offer accommodation, good food, conference rooms for 100 people,
a garden, a chapel… and much love and hospitality.
All at low, easy Rates
Book early: Manager: 021 510 2988 or 083 723 0293
Public telephone: 021 510 0188. Fax: 021 510 7699.
E-mail: hscentre@telkomsa.net
This

is the

HQ

of the
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Cape Catholic Charismatic Renewal

Despite long and frustrating delays of almost ten months caused by: the closure of the Khayelitsha municipal
office for technical upgrade; discovery that the site had been a land-fill, requiring a floating slab; added requirements relating to the building lines, extra toilets and on site parking, the Year of Faith Church is set to
be completed by the end of July 2015 – Fr Eddie O’Neill, Property Administrator of the Archdiocese of CT.

HERMITAGE COTTAGE
A self-catering cottage with two bedrooms available for silent prayer,
retreats and quiet study.
The cottage is set in a forest with a natural spring
and close to the mountains and the sea.
Preference is given to those wanting to stay

Maseti

for three days or more.
The Grail Centre
Kleinmond, Western Cape
Tel: (028) 271 3410
E-mail: grailadm@mweb.co.za
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15 years of volunteer lay
counselling success
Catholic Counselling Network
(CCN), a programme of Catholic
Welfare and Development, was first
introduced in 2000 as a pilot programme in three host parishes on the
Cape Flats. Based on the successful
implementation in two of the three
parishes, a decision was taken to formally adopt CCN as one of CWD’s
specialized programmes soon thereafter. This lay counselling service
is a valuable addition to the already
established resources within various
parishes and currently CCN has 13
Volunteer Lay Counsellors (VLCs)
working in 17 parishes around the
Archdiocese of Cape Town. It’s aim
is to provide support to parishioners
and community members through its
lay counselling service. It is important
to note that although CCN’s services
are based in Catholic parishes, their
doors are open to anyone who is
in need of their services, without
restriction or prejudice.
One key success of CCN is the
fact that the VLC’s operate in the
parishes and wider communities
where they live. They understand the
different dynamics of their respective communities and are positioned
to identify various needs within
constantly changing circumstances.
VLC’s are initially trained by Life
Line and receive ongoing training

Kevin Roussel, new executive director of CWD

CWD introduces new
Executive Director
“We serve the homeless not because
they are Catholic but because we are
Catholic” – James Aloysius Hickey
Catholic Welfare and Development
is proud to introduce Kevin Roussel
as its new executive director. Kevin
comes to CWD from Oxfam
International where he was appointed
as the Head of Inequality: Finance for
Development and Essential Services
Campaign. Prior to that, he worked
as the Advocacy and Campaigns
Manager for Oxfam Australia. He
was also the Executive Director at
Alliance for Children’s Entitlement
to Social Security and worked for
the Catholic Institute of Education
as an Education Advocacy Officer.
In his 10th year in the nonprofit
sector, Kevin holds a Master’s Degree
in Political and International Studies
from Rhodes University and also
studied Law and Politics as an undergrad. He specializes in high-level
fundraising and donor relations with
added skills in community and sustainable development, capacity building, human rights and international
development, to mention a few.

Kevin feels particularly blessed to
have an opportunity to guide CWD
to new heights and recognizes the
faith and trust placed in him by the
Archdiocese of Cape Town, partners,
the board and staff of CWD as well
as the organisation’s beneficiaries.
As a person who is acquainted with
the insights of the late Bishop Dom
Hélder Camara (also known as the
Bishop of the slums, Brazil), he envisions “CWD to grow in its responsibility as the hand of the archdiocese
in marginalized communities and
seeks to engage various stakeholders
to find sustainable solutions to issues
facing those in need, irrespective
of religious affiliation, race, gender
or age. He notes that this can be
achieved through partnerships and
strong networks with organisations in
order to build CWD into that which
all involved can be proud of.
Kevin and his wife Verna are married for five years and are proud
parents of a 1 year old baby boy called
Jackson. Their primary hobby, at this
stage, is making Jackson’s life as exciting as possible.

CCN’s Volunteer Lay Counsellors

as needed. Thereafter, training is
often based on the particular issues
facing a specific community, and in
cases where VLC’s are not equipped
to deal with certain issues a referral
to another volunteer organisation is
made as most beneficiaries are unable
to afford such service. Furthermore,
the VLC’s are monitored through
monthly support groups and they also
attend monthly external supervision
with a psychologist. Confidentiality
is of the utmost importance. Services
rendered by CCN are free of charge,
however, the programme is funding
dependent.
Many beneficiaries value the services on offer by CCN and some noted

the following in their feedback of the
programme: “It’s a safe place to talk
openly. Guidance (sic) for dealing
with my loss and getting to know
myself in order to help me deal with
my grief.” “I found that my counsellor added so much value to my life
by her encouragement and patience.
The sessions gave me hope for the
future.” “It helped me to let go and
speak about my feelings to someone
that is not part of my normal circle of
family and friends.”
Should you find yourself in need
of CCN’s services or additional
information, you can contact Mary
Finlayson on 021 696 0398 or via
e-mail: mary.finlayson@cwd.org.za

Day of Celebration for refugees
and asylum seekers
Catholic Welfare and Development
(CWD) hosted a “Day of celebration”
on 19 March 2015 to pay tribute to
the asylum seekers and refugees who,
against all odds, are able to integrate
into our South African communities.
Many of the guests who joined in
the celebration have benefitted from
the services offered by CWD, and in
particular the Trauma and Healing
and Bonne Esperance Programmes.
25 guests were invited to join us
on this special day. The guests were
mainly women from the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, Kenya,
Zimbabwe, Kenya, Mozambique and
Nigeria. Two guest speakers shared
their stories of how they coped with
their new life in South Africa and
shared their particular brand of
encouraging words with the rest of the
guests. They expressed their gratitude
for the assistance they have received,
opportunities to attend workshops
and training, and a space to address
their trauma of the past and to live
a full life “beyond trauma”. Their
stories were truly inspirational.
The use of art as an expression has
been one of the tools that Trauma
and Healing have used successfully
to encourage conversations, and the
morning’s activity consisted of dividing guests into four groups and asking
them to share their journey of success

A guest explaining the meaning of her therapeutic art piece

in a collective art piece. The results
were heartfelt – from pictures of fleeing war, to stories of hope, courage
and bravery – painting of little feet
representing new life and new beginnings. These special pieces of art
will be displayed at the offices of
St Columbus, Athlone. A wonderful
day of positivity, hope and shared
optimism was enjoyed by all who
attended.
Given the current climate of rampant
attacks in South Africa, it becomes
increasingly important to “celebrate”
the differences and sharing experiences with our African counterparts
seeking refuge and economic stability

in our beautiful country. CWD strives
to achieve the full realization of all
people’s dignity. As a leading agency
in the field of welfare and development, so much has been provided to
so many by so few. As we are called as
Catholics to universality and solidarity, we work with communities to
enhance their work, irrespective of
the social prejudice that labels us as
different to each other. We believe as
Catholics that all are made in Gods
image and therefore we all have the
same dignity that our creator provides. CWD stands for justice when
anyone has their dignity and humanity infringed by others.

Please support our Buckets of Love campaign. For more info visit our Facebook page ‘Catholic Welfare and Development’.
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Visit our website at: www.cwd.org.za
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