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As a response to Pope Francis’ call to make 1st September a “World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation”, 
the first annual multi-faith World Day of Prayer for Creation was held at St Mary’s Cathedral at 12.00 on 
1st September 2015. Prayers were prayed by Father Bernard Makore, Imam Dr A. Rashied Omar, Rev. Dr 
Rachel Mash, Rabbi Greg Alexander, and the youth were represented by Ncumisa Magadla, Sabirah Guzana 
and Sean Lategan, while retired Anglican Bishop Geoff Davies gave an address. Joan Armstrong of the Centre 
for Pastoral Development welcomed all to the service, and at the end thanked everyone for attending. 
Sean Lategan, assistant to the Archdiocesan Youth Chaplain, played the piano. In the picture above are, 
from left to right: Father Bernard Makore (St Mary’s Cathedral), Imam Dr A. Rashied Omar (Claremont 
Mosque), Bishop Geoff Davies (Executive Director of SAFCEI and retired Anglican Bishop of Umzimvubu 
– also fondly referred to as ‘The Green Bishop’), Ncumisa Magadla, Rev. Dr Rachel Mash (Environmental Co-
ordinator of the Anglican Church of Southern Africa), Sabirah Guzana and Rabbi Greg Alexander.

Laudato Si: First annual multi-faith 
World Day of Prayer for Creation

The Prison Care & Support 
Network AGM was held at the 
Old Mutual auditorium on 19 
September 2015

Left: Fr Babychan Arackathara, 
Archbishop Stephen Brislin, 
Denzel Smurden, Randall 
Bredenkamp and Janine Richards. 

Below, left: Fr Godfrey Solomon, 
acting co-ordinator of PCSN. 
Below, right: Archbishop Stephen 
Brislin

THE MISSION
go forth to offer everyone the life 
of Jesus Christ. If the whole Church 
takes up this missionary impulse, she 
has to go forth to everyone without 
exception... above all (to) the poor and 
the sick, those who are usually despised 
and overlooked, ‘those who cannot 
repay you’ (Lk 14:14). There can be no 
room for doubt or for explanations 
which weaken so clear a message. 
The poor are the privileged recipients 
of the gospel and the fact that it is 
freely preached to them is a sign of the 
kingdom that Jesus came to establish. 
We have to state, without mincing 
words, that there is an inseparable 
bond between our faith and the poor. 
May we never abandon them. 

Let us go forth, then, let us go forth 
to offer everyone the life of Jesus 
Christ. here I repeat for the entire 
Church… I prefer a Church which is 
bruised, hurting and dirty because it 
has been out on the streets, rather 
than a Church which is unhealthy from 
being confined and from clinging to its 
own security. I do not want a Church 
concerned with being at the centre and 
which then ends by being caught up in 

Support Mission Sunday and Holy Childhood

a web of obsessions and procedures. 
If something should rightly disturb us 
and trouble our consciences, it is the 
fact that so many of our brothers and 
sisters are living without the strength, 
light and consolation born of friendship 
with Jesus Christ, without a community 
of faith to support them, without 
meaning and a goal in life. More than by 
fear of going astray, my hope is that we 

will be moved by the fear of remaining 
shut up within structures which give us 
a false sense of security, within rules 
which make us harsh judges, within 
habits which make us feel safe, while at 
our door people are starving and Jesus 
does not tire of saying to us: ‘Give them 
something to eat’ (Mk 6:37).

Pope Francis - Evangelii Gaudium

SNAPSHOTS FROM THE BEATIFCATION OF BENEDICT DASWA: 1. Cardinal Angelo Amato SDB, representing the Holy Father, Pope Francis; Archbishop 
Stephen Brislin (far side), and Mgr Kevin Randall, Secretary at the Nunciature in Pretoria; 2. the eight Daswa children in the front row stand to welcome the Cardinal; 3. Car-
dinal Amato meets Cardinal Wilfrid Napier of Durban; 4. Fr John Finn MSC who celebrated the funeral Mass in 1990 came from Ireland – here he greets members of the fam-
ily; 5. Two happy men! Fr Gus O’Brien MSC also came from Ireland for the ceremony. He baptised Blessed Benedict in 1963, when he became a Catholic. He was also parish 
priest at St Joseph’s, Goodwood for a couple of years – and Fr Edmund O’Neill SDB, canon lawyer, who had been appointed as Promoter of Justice in the cause from 2004.

Prison Care & Support 
Network AGM

Should you feel called to devote some of your time as a volun-
teer in the Prison Care and Support Network, please call 021 
531 0550 or 021 531 1348, or email prisoncare@mweb.co.za or 
prisoncarenetwork@gmail.com. Web: www.pcsn.org.za
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YOUTH CHAPLAINCY

The Beatification ceremony of 
Benedict Daswa was a deeply 
moving occasion. It was a 
remarkable accomplishment for 
Bishop Jõao rodrigues and the 
Diocese of Tzaneen to organize 
the celebration so successfully. 
Months of planning ensured that 
thousands upon thousands of 
people could gather in a rural 
and remote part of the country 
and witness – for the majority 
– their first experience of a 
Beatification.

as you know, Blessed Benedict 
Daswa was a layperson, a husband 
and father, a teacher, a catechist 
and an active member both of the 
Church community and his local 
community. he was an ordinary 
person who lived an ordinary life. 
as a believer he tried to do the 
best he could in everything he 
undertook. he understood his 
life to be a faith journey and had 
a deep sense of Christ’s presence. 
The way in which he lived his 
life, and his love and respect for 
people, enabled him to make his 
stand in the issue of the “sniffing 
out” of witches believed to be 
responsible for deaths caused by 
lightning. The story of his life and 
death touched many people – not 
only Catholics, but Christians, 
people of other faiths and even 
those of no faith.

Cardinal amato, representing 
Pope Francis, was gracious and 
gentle in the manner in which 
he led the celebration. his smile 
was warm and friendly, most 
especially when he greeted the 
mother of Blessed Benedict, and 
his eight children who were all 
present. The quiet dignity of the 
family was in itself touching.

But the highlight of the whole 
event was the faith of the 30,000 
or more people who were 
present. Most had travelled long 
distances. They had participated 

in the Saturday night vigil and 
then found a place – in a tent, 
in a sleeping bag under a bush 
or tree, on the bus – to snatch 
a few hours’ sleep. Yet, on Sunday 
morning they were all filled 
with energy and appreciation of 
the momentous occasion. They 
were joyful, laughing and living 
for the moment. The Mass was 
characterized by its prayerfulness 
and reverence. The faith of the 
faithful was truly inspiring.

I was so proud of the Cape Town 
groups who had made the effort to 
participate in this pilgrimage. a bus 
organised by St Gabriel’s Parish, 
gugulethu with parishioners from 
various parishes, left Cape Town 
at about 2pm on Friday afternoon 
and travelled the long journey 
in order to participate in the 
Beatification. Others accompanied 
the Neo-Catechumenate group, 
and yet others made their own 
arrangements to be present. It 
was wonderful to see familiar 
faces among the thousands of 
people. everyone I have spoken 
to since our return to Cape Town 
has been enthusiastic about the 
experience. I certainly hope that 
you have been able to share your 
experiences with your fellow-
parishioners who could not be 
present.

We must be grateful to the 
media for the very good coverage 
they gave, as well as to the 
government for the presence of 
the Deputy-President and two 
ministers. President Jacob Zuma 
kindly referred to the Beatification 
as being an honour not only for 
the Catholics of South Africa but 
for the whole country.

I was proud to be Catholic and 
to be South African.

+Archbishop Stephen Brislin
Archbishop of Cape Town

COMING UP
CAMP TESTIFY!
Don’t miss out on the biggest event of the year! Camp 
Testify is a youth camp aimed at all youth leaders and young 
adults across the Archdiocese! This promises to be an 
inspiring weekend of adventure, prayer, testimony, fellowship 
and fun. Happening 04-06 Dec. Registrations close 01 
November. 

Visit www.adct.co.za/TestifyCamp to register.

EMPOWER – YOUTH MINISTRY 
CONFERENCE
We are very excited to once again be hosting Empower: 
Youth Ministry Conference in Cape Town in February, with 
speakers from Life Teen in the USA as well experienced 
youth ministers from Durban and JHB. Every year this 
exciting event keeps growing and the feedback is always 
amazing. People’s lives have been changed at this conference 
every year! Don’t miss out! For info and registration details, 
visit www.lifeteen.org.za. I encourage every parish 
to try and send at least one representative to this training 
conference.

See you at Camp Testify! Wishing you a meaningful and 
memorable advent. 

Until next time, God bless!

Youth Chaplaincy.

OCT 24 10.00 Youth in Ministry Mass at oLhC, Lansdowne
28 19.00-21.00 Theology Course at the Chancery
31 09.30-12.00 SPRED Evaluation at our Lady of the rosary, hanover Park

10.00 Holy Childhood Mass at oLhC, Lansdowne
NOV 7 09.00-15.00 Catechists’ Retreat at Schoenstatt, Constantia

14 09.00 APC meeting
09.30-14.00 Good Shepherd Catechesis, level 1, part 1 (9) at Holy Redeemer, Bergvliet
09.30-14.00 Good Shepherd Catechesis, level 1, part 1I (9) at Resurrection, Table View

Engaged Encounter weekend at Schoenstatt Training Centre, Constantia
19 19.30 CPD Mass of Thanksgiving at oLhC, Lansdowne
21 11.00 Trainers’ Mass of Thanksgiving. Venue to be announced.

DEC 5 09.30-13.00 Morning of Prayer and Reflection for all Proclaimers of the Word at Pinelands
12 09.30-13.00 Morning of Prayer and Reflection for all Ministers of Holy Communion at Pinelands

CPD Training Courses Please direct all queries 
about training to CPD 
at 021 462 2417.

Greetings from the youth office!

Well here we are again. Summer is just about back in full 
force, shopping centres are preparing for the Christmas 
rush, and everywhere stress levels seem to be high as 
exams approach and deadlines draw near! And as this year 
draws to a close, things are by no means winding down in 
the youth office! We have some exciting things to tell you 
about.

ECCLESIA LAUNCH
all across the archdiocese many small Christian 
communities have gathered together to share their faith 
as they embark on the new Ecclesia journey. The official 
start of ecclesia was earlier this month on the feast day of 
St Francis. We are already receiving positive feedback from 
youth and young adults who are finding this season to be 
valuable and challenging! Let us know what you think!

YOUTH LEADERSHIP TRAINING
Our Youth Leadership Training Course held in September 
was a rewarding time of fellowship and learning at the 
beautiful Hawequas Scout Ranch in Wellington. We had 
26 young leaders present, representing 10 parishes. The 
weekend was packed with activities from high-intensity 
talks on leadership theory, to hiking in the wilderness, to 
pancake making and crazy games! It is our prayer that these 
young leaders will continue the mission of the Holy Spirit in 
building dynamic youth groups in their parishes.

ST NINIAN’S FEAST DAy
St Ninian’s parish in Kuil’s River invited us to their annual 
feast day celebrations. This was a wonderfully festive and 
well supported event. good music, lekker braaivleis and 
an intense soccer derby between the seminarians and St 
Ninians added to the festive vibe of the day. Well done to 
St Ninians for a well organised, community building fun day, 
and for winning the soccer!
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On Wednesday 23 September, 
Salesian Institute Youth Projects in 
Green Point, Cape Town,  held their 
September graduation ceremony for 
YES Programme students. These 
learners  successfully completed their 
respective eight week courses in skills 
such as Bricklaying, Tiling, Sewing, 
Computer Literacy and Office 
Management, as well as the more 
hands-on mechanics of Computer 
Maintenance and Repair. 

The YES Programme courses at 
Salesians are grounded in a three 
week ‘Life Skills’ training module. 
During this time students are 
provided the opportunity to discuss 
problems faced at home and in their 
communities, e.g., challenges with 
abuse, gangsterism, crime, HIV/
Aids, rape, and drug and alcohol 
abuse. The trained facilitators provide 
a safe space to share experiences and 
receive counselling, while introducing 
alternative ways of thinking and being. 
‘Life Skills’ and ‘tools’ are introduced, 
and learners are taught how to best 
cope with difficult emotional and 
psychological circumstances. Some 
of the topics covered include stress 
and time management, confidence 
and self–actualisation, group therapy 
and support, tolerance and conflict 
resolution, positivity, the value of 
hard work and the importance of goal 
setting. The programme encourages 
students to have faith in their futures 
and re-instills faith in themselves. 

“The ‘life skills’ part of the course 
was for me the most beneficial. Yes, I 
learnt a skill and I am now computer 
literate, but that would be of little 
use to me if I didn’t know how to 
process my thoughts and feelings. 
The facilitators helped me to regain 
confidence, and for the first time in a 
long time now I feel like things will 

be OK. I have taken the first step.” – 
*Onke, Yes Graduate.

The graduation ceremony was held 
in the Don Bosco hall at the Salesian 
Institute, Cape Town where family, 
staff and fellow students sent each other 
off in style. The hall was decorated for 
the occasion and the students wore 
graduation gowns. Though the attire 
was formal, the atmosphere was one of 
excitement and celebration. Laughter 
and cheers echoed from the packed 
hall as the students encouraged and 
congratulated each classmate as they 
were called up individually to receive 
their certificates. The ceremony 
began with a welcoming speech and 
drum circle, and ended in a beautiful 
address and poem by two graduates 
– expressing their appreciation for 
their trainers, and for the opportunity 
Salesians provided. 

“If you persevere, you will succeed!” 
– a closing sentiment from *Andile, 
Yes Graduate

Salesian Institute Youth Projects 
programmes reach out to society’s most 
marginalised children and youth at 
risk. Our team assists extraordinarily 
brave young people who set out to 
transform their lives against all odds.

Education and skills training are 

major priorities, as well as integrating 
youth back into society to be self-
sufficient, contributing citizens. Every 
single person who comes to our door 
is looking for a second chance. They 
dream of a better life and firmly grasp 
every opportunity that is offered to 
them.

Salesians needs your help more than 
ever in order to meet all the needs 
of the youth, and the programmes 
that support them. A gift to Salesian 
Institute Youth Projects will keep their 
doors open – it will be an investment 
in the future of the young people who 
come to the Institute, filled with hope, 
courage and determination.

The team at Salesian Institute Youth 
Projects provide safe shelter, support 
and protection for young people who 
travel long distances to our door, 
with the hope of starting a better 
life. We offer classes and vocational 
skills training for young people who 
have dropped out of school, and basic 
life skills training for the extremely 
vulnerable who are caught in cycles of 
crime and drugs in order to survive. 
Partnership programmes with 
company’s help provide jobs for the 
youth who graduate.

Nina Bekink

Salesian youth Projects celebrate 
graduation in style

To mark the closure of the Bicentenary celebrations of the birth of St John Bosco (16 August 1815), the Salesians in Cape Town organised a number 
of events. The first was a Eucharist for the clergy and religious of the Archdiocese, held on 13 August at Our Lady Help of Christians in Lansdowne, 
presided over by Archbishop Stephen Brislin. This was followed by a lunch in the Savio hall. Among those present was Bishop Peter Holiday of 
Kroonstad, a past pupil of the Salesian Institute. Bishop João Noé Rodrigues, a past pupil of Lansdowne, was unable to be present.

On Sunday 16 August celebrations were held in each of the three parishes under the care of the Salesians: St John Bosco, Westridge; Our Lady 
of the Rosary, Hanover Park and OLHC, Lansdowne. During these celebrations 
commemorative medals were presented to a number of long-standing laity, 
distinguished for their service to the community. Several members were also inducted 
into the Salesian co-operators movement.

Salesians celebrate Don Bosco Bicentenary
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Guest House & 
Conference Facility

KOLPING 

Situated in a tranquil garden setting in the cen-
tre of Durbanville, with pool and braai facilities, we 
offer both tastefully decorated Bed and Breakfast 

rooms and Self-Catering units, as well as a full 
english breakfast and dinner by arrangement. 

Conference facilities, wheelchair facilities, within walking 
distance of shops, restaurants, banks and close proximity to 
Catholic Church, tennis courts, golf course and wine route. 

We would like to be your                            
home away from home

CoNTaCT
Shaun Smit, Manager

7 Biccard Street Durbanville 7550
Tel +27 21 970 2900. 
Fax +27 21 976 9839
Cell 082 584 1483

E-mail: info@kolpingguesthouse.co.za
www.kolpingguesthouse.co.za

Theology 
Today

Mgr Andrew Borello

on several occasions Pope Francis 
spoke about fundamentalism during 
his recent trip to Cuba and North 
america. It is not a new topic for him 
to look at, but there was a particular 
resonance in a country where the 
issue is so highly charged. he looked 
at fundamentalism in terms of all 
religions as well as in terms of human 
thinking and behavior. 

religious fundamentalism is a 
contradiction of what religion is all 
about. It is a manipulation of religion 
to suit a particular agenda that is 
external to that religion. What it does 
is to narrow the focus and to separate 
itself from that religion. In turn, it 
isolates the fundamentalists from the 
main body of the adherents of that 
religion and sets them in opposition 
to the wider group. Part of the issue 
is that fundamentalism becomes 
faith without reason and produces 
fanatics who are both dangerous and 
destructive, undermining that religion 
and its credibility.

religion is all about searching for 
the truth within that belief system. 
Within any religion there needs to be 
a theology which is faith using reason 
seeking an understanding of what is 
revealed and believed. Ultimately 
it is about searching for god who 
is the truth. This needs to be the 
primary concern of any religion, not 
imposing an external human agenda, 
but being faithful to what is revealed 
and believed. religion is not there to 
separate people into political camps 
that thrive on exclusivity and personal 
ideologies, but to be inclusive of all. 
This expresses the truth of who god 
is, since god reaches out to embrace 
all peoples. hence any religion needs 
to be embracing of all humanity, 
without a determinant of converting 
all to itself.

any true religion needs to open to 
all other religions, respecting them, 
ready to enter into dialogue with 
them and to work together for the 

ultimate good of all humanity. In this 
way all may discover the presence of 
god who has created all people for 
himself and who loves all equally. Such 
a vision of different religious groups 
co-existing and working together 
gives true expression to who god 
is for all. how different this is to 
the reality of religious intolerance, 
isolationism and the desire to trump 
the other.

What has been said of religions 
in general can just as easily be said 
about Christianity. There is often a 
sense of exclusivity and superiority 
expressed in different Christian 
Communions and a desire to 
dismiss and undermine the other. 
Nowhere is this more evident than 
among Christian fundamentalists. 
It seems that it is frequently the 
Catholic Church that is the object 
of ridicule and the attempt to “save” 
the misguided. again the true mark 
of a Christian should be respect for 
other Christians who are different 
but are together searching for the 
truth who is Jesus Christ. Christians 
should be inclusive of one another, of 
all religions and of all humanity.

even within the Catholic Church 
there are isolationist groups who 
seek to separate rather than 
embrace, to set themselves as 
exclusive and above others. In doing 
this, they betray the true spirit of the 
Church. any attempt at doing this is 
failing god, even if it is done under 
the belief of being true to god and 
the Church. The tensions between 
conservatives and liberals exists in 
exactly this delusion. It is perfectly 
acceptable that some Catholics are 
conservative and others liberal, but 
they should be together searching 
for the truth and being a mutual 
enrichment to each other rather 
than to be seen as opposing camps, 
seeking to undermine the other. 
When they do this, are they not falling 
into the error of fundamentalism?

“We are pilgrims on a journey, we 
are travellers on the road; we are here 
to help each other walk the mile and 
bear the load.” These are the words of 
the second verse of the modern hymn 
“The Servant Song”. I love this hymn 
very much and I love the composer, 
Richard Gillard, a down-to-earth, 
no-fuss kind of guy who wanted to 
write a simple folk song but composed 
a most beautiful, deeply sacred hymn.

Richard explains that after writing 
one verse of the song in 1976 he com-
pletely forgot about it. After nearly 
one full year he took out his guitar 
case the piece of scrap paper on which 
he had jotted the single verse and then 
wrote the rest of the song about our 
pilgrim journey.

A pilgrimage is a sacred experience 
which we make with everyday down-
to-earth people. Of course, there are 
times of joy and laughter as well, I 
can imagine, some frustration among 
pilgrims on a journey, but the pivotal 
experience is a sacred one.

There are many types of pilgrim-
ages one can make. One can make 
a daily pilgrimage to a shrine, for 
example. There are local pilgrimages, 
such as those to Ngome, and there 
are pilgrimages to international holy 
sites like the Holy Land or Lourdes 
in France.

The women’s group of St Catherine’s 
parish, Kleinvlei recently made a 
weekend pilgrimage to the neighbour-
ing diocese of Keimoes-Upington and 
met up with women from different 
parishes, to “help each other walk the 
mile and bear the load”.

In all the places of our pilgrim-
age the women were, just as Richard 
Gillard is, no-fuss kind of earthly 
women.

The first stop of our pilgrimage 
was in the parish of Vredendal where 
we met with about 30 women. Their 
beautiful voices, singing hymns before 
Mass, welcomed us as we approached 
the church. It was the first time we 
visited the parish and we did not know 
the women. But we were home. And 
in celebrating Holy Mass together we 
knew and deeply experienced that we 
were “travellers on the road” together.

The next morning we continued 
our pilgrimage travelling on to 
Matjieskloof near Springbok where 
the Sisters prepared a place for us to 
rest and enjoy our lunch. When one 
experiences the care of others, where 
no effort is too big, then one can expe-
rience the words of Gillard’s hymn, 
“we are here to help each other”.

After lunch we started the last lap 
of our journey, heading off to Pella, 
the main and final destination of our 
pilgrimage.

Pella is a mission station built in 
1882 and today it is a tourist destina-
tion known for its beautiful cathedral 
and palm trees. Nothing could pre-
pare us for the warm, spontaneous 
and lively reception of young colourful 
traditional dancers meeting us at the 
entrance of the mission and dancing 
us in to the venue for our gathering.

Inside the hall women from six 
surrounding towns were waiting for 
us. We were about 100 women, the 
eldest of whom was 91 years old—still 
on her journey and now meeting us as 
fellow pilgrims.

We spent two days in Pella listening 
to and learning so much from other 
women. And as we were listening we 
realised that our journey is the same, 
our joys are the same, our struggles 
are the same. They gave us so much 
inspiration, and at the same time we 
heard them saying that they were 
drawing inspiration from us.

A highlight of the weekend was the 

Holy Mass in the cathedral where 
the warm spontaneous singing of the 
people was very emotional for some 
of us.

The priest took his time making 
every part of the Holy Mass dignified 
and sacred. The women served us 
very well. The Sisters spent a lot of 
time telling us the story of the cathe-
dral, allowing us to see the cathedral 
museum and take as many pictures as 

we wanted to, showing us the newly-
built convent and just spending time 
talking to us.

We will never forget the women we 
met on this journey. We will always 
remember them and we will always 
remember that “we are pilgrims on a 
journey, we are travellers on the road; 
we are here to help each other walk 
the mile and bear the load”.

Judith Turner

A weekend pilgrimage to 
Keimoes-Upington

Members of St Catherine’s Womens Group Kleinvlei, with members of 
the Catholic Womens League in Vredendal praying together.

Members of St Catherine’s Womens Group Kleinvlei, with members of the 
Catholic Womens League in Pella, on the stoep of the Pella Cathedral.
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Requiem
a short story by Fr ralph de hahn

A terrific story book for 

All Catholic homes•	

All Catholic schools•	

A	great	gift	for	Confirmation,	converts,	•	
friends	–	or	for	Christmas

Let Me teLL you  
A story

by fr ralph de Hahn

42 thrilling, gripping, moving & heroic 
stories for parents, teachers and all learners 
and students. 

only r100
Call Coral or Simone at the Chancery 
021 462 2417, or our author at 
rdehahn@cybersmart.co.za

Please	help	the	Archbishop’s	Building	Fund

The tiny church stood on a little hill, 
about 27km from the nearest city. 
The Requiem Mass had just ended 
and Father Tom McNulty stood at the 
church door, warmly saluting every 
parishioner and a number of visitors. 

ellen Court had just lost her hus-
band, andy, who was one of the two 
regular collectors at the Sunday Mass. 
“again, ellen, my deepest sympathy, 
but you won’t be alone. You have 
so many loving friends in this com-
munity.” 

She took hold of Father’s arm “Thank 
you, Father, but you know what andy 
meant to me, 36 years together. It’s 
going to be hard.” 

“That I can believe, ellen, but each 
morning we shall be remembering him 
at the altar.” 

ellen looked into the pastor’s blue 
eyes with a suggestion of a smile. 
“are you trusting your memory Father 
Tom? I certainly wouldn’t! Even in 
today’s Mass I noticed how you stum-
bled in trying to remember andy’s 
name in praying for the dead.” 

Poor Father Tom threw a gaze to 
the heavens above and murmured 
“have pity on my age and respect my 
wisdom, dear ellen.” 

“You have all my respect,” respond-
ed ellen very rapidly, “but dear Father 
Tom if you should forget to offer holy 
Mass for my deceased soul, whenever 
that will be, I will send my guardian 
angel to remind you.” 

“You do that, my pious lady, but I 
shall not forget.” 

The burial on the church’s property 
was quiet and prayerful and the little 
gathering at ellen’s home for refresh-
ments did not extend beyond the 
hour.

ellen Court, now a widow, no chil-
dren, was a regular parishioner of St 
Theresa’s parish. one would always 
find her kneeling prayerfully, with 

andy, on the left side of the little 
church, below the statue of St Theresa. 
Day after day, year after year, that was 
where you would find her; and nobody 
dared interfere with this hallowed 
spot. and wrapped around her two 
hands the beads of the rosary.

only three years after andy’s pass-
ing, ellen was rushed to the hospital 
suffering from double pneumonia at 
the age of 67. Father Tom promised 
to visit her daily with the Blessed 
Sacrament, but, alas, there were days 
when he just forgot. But ellen was 
understanding; she really did under-
stand and loved this loveable gentle-
man. as the weeks dragged on ellen’s 
condition deteriorated and finally she 
died after the pastor had administered 
the Sacrament of the Sick with great 
dignity.

How the parish of St Theresa missed 
her, that prayerful gentle lady kneeling 
so peacefully in that same spot morn-
ing after morning, with that purple hat 
and red scarf covering her ears, and 
clinging to her rosary beads. ellen was 
gone but the parish life went on month 
after month, and good Father Tom 
always found enough jobs to keep him 
out of mischief.

But Father Tom had a struggle with 
his memory. he was so sure that 
he set out the green vestments the 
evening before the morning’s Mass. 
Yes, it was green, the prescribed col-
our according to the ordo, yet each 
morning of this particular week, on 
arriving in the sacristy, the vestments 
were not green, but purple.

he became so confused, believing he 

was growing senile and confessed to 
everyone that he was losing his mem-
ory. So, Ellen was right all the time. 
Now, at the end of that week after 
the Sunday liturgy, Jock Riley came up 
to Father Tom with a broad smile, and 
a firm handshake “The name is Jock, 
Father, I have been here a week visiting 
my sister who lives three miles away. 
I’m from Durban.”

“I was sure I noticed a new face at 
the back of the church. Well, Jock, St 
Theresa welcomes you”

“Thank you Father, I’ve been here 
this past week. I notice only a very 
small group of people at the morning 
Mass.” 

“oh yes, they are good people, 
wonderful parishioners. We used to 
have nine at Mass each morning, but 

now recently we have only eight since 
dear ellen passed away about two 
months ago.” 

“I notice your statue of St Theresa 
on the left is rather unusual, but very 
striking.”

“It is” replied Fr Tom with a smile on 
his lips and a light in his eyes. “It was 
just there that dear ellen would kneel 
each morning – that same pew right 
under Theresa’s statue. and you know 
what, Jock, it is strange that nobody 
will dare occupy that place in church. 
Somehow it’s reserved and sacred, it 
somehow belongs to ellen and andy.”

Jock Riley gazed at the padre in sur-
prise, a puzzled expression registered 
all over his wrinkled face,

“But Father, I think you’re mistaken, 
because all through this week there 

was somebody kneeling exactly in the 
place you indicated.” 

“There was?” exclaimed the pas-
tor in astonishment, again accusing 
himself for memory loss or even loss 
of vision! 

“oh yes, quite definitely,” came the 
firm response from the visitor, “it’s a 
lady, very prayerful, playing with her 
rosary beads, wearing a purple hat and 
a red scarf around her neck.”

Father Tom opened his mouth, but 
was speechless. The promised angel 
had come.

The requiem Mass, with purple 
vestments, was offered the following 
morning with Jock riley as the curi-
ous altar server. The pew below the 
Theresa statue was never occupied 
again.

CPLO Highlights

Have Trade Unions become irrelevant?, 25 June
(L-R) Hon. Michael Bagraim (MP) and Terry Bell (Writer and 
labour analyst)

Land invasions!, 15 July
(L-R) Job Shipululo Amupanda (Namibian Author), Shingai 
Mutizwa-Mangiza, PhD (Political scientist), Fr Peter-John Pearson 
(Director, CPLO) and Andile Mngxitama (Land activist and 
former Member of Parliament)

Meeting with Blade Nzimande, 7 September
Southern African Catholic Bishops’ Conference delegation 
meets with Hon. Blade Nzimande (seated front centre)

African Exposure and Training Programme, 28 June 
– 3 July  This year’s participants were from Togo, DR Congo, 
Mali, Nigeria, Swaziland, Burkina Faso and Congo Brazzaville

Exploring Encyclical Letter ‘Laudato Si’, 26 August
(L) Bishop Kevin Dowling (Rustenburg) participated in the 
discussion

Meeting with Trevor Manuel, 1 September
(L-R) Fr Peter-John Pearson (Director, CPLO), Trevor Manuel

Inclusive Education: What is the progress with 
implementing Education White Paper 6?, 17 
August (collaboration with CIe). Participants at the discussion

South Africa and Free Trade Agreements, 21 
August (L-R) Fr Peter-John Pearson (Director, CPLO) and Hon. 
Joan Fubbs (Chair: Portfolio Committee on Trade and Industry)

The vulnerability of the girl child, 23 September
(L-R) Joy Watson (Independent Researcher), Marcel van der Watt 
(Lecturer, Police Practice – UNISA) and Claudia Smit (Director, Anex)
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Grade 7 Masses
The Archbishop and Fr Hugh O’Connor (our vicar for education) celebrated four Masses for over 1500 Catholic School 

Grade 7s. The Archbishop reminded our children to use the values cultivated in their formative years to guide them safely 
towards their future.

Sports Festival
This is always a highlight on the Catholic Schools Calendar with learners from 16 schools celebrating their sporting 

talents. The children participated in soccer, netball, cross-country and chess.  
Child Safeguarding Workshops
On an annual basis a number of Child Safe-guarding workshops are held for new staff in Catholic Schools. We are 

100% committed to ensuring that our schools are safe havens for all our children.

Owners Dialogue
Our Owners and Owner Representative’s came together on 19 

September at Schoenstatt to explore ways of strengthening the 
catholicity of our schools. This group sits on the various boards 
and governing bodies of our schools and ensures that good 
practice is applied to staff selection, Catholic school ethos and 
maintenance. They perform an invaluable role and we are deeply 
grateful for their commitment.

Catholic Education pays tribute 
to Br Laurence Morrison

It was with a deep sadness that I heard of the pass-
ing of Br Laurence Morrison over the weekend. In 
recent years he had not wandered very far from 
the Marist community on the St Joseph’s Marist 
property in rondebosch – but he was a regular 
visitor to the school chapel, the staff room and 
school offices. he served on the school board, 
on selection committees and was very much part 
of the institutional fibre of the school. even in his 

advanced years he took great interest in school life and always offered 
sound and encouraging advice. he had flair with figures and served in a 
number of finance capacities over the years.

My first introduction to Br Laurence was in high school when he offered 
vocations retreats to the senior girls at St Mary’s. I was intrigued by this 
brother in the soutane, who seemed to have an interesting and fresh 
approach to all things spiritual. Later, as a catechist, he assisted me and 
guided me in facilitating many retreats for young people. he impressed 
upon me the importance of thorough preparation, and always managed to 
incorporate interesting audio-visual resources – this was to serve me well 
in my teaching years. he was in essence, my first mentor teacher. 

He was principal of St Owen’s in Retreat when he encouraged me to 
do my practical teaching in the school. I stepped into his Biblical Studies 
classroom and a whole new world of scriptural exploration broke open 
for me. I spent the summer of 1985 marking scripts and being introduced 
to the New Testament of raymond e. Brown. This was a fascinating and 
deeply formative time for me. 

Br Laurence then went on to be one of the founding religious in the 
Catholic Institute of education and traversed the length and the breadth 
of the country offering teacher training. In the early years of democracy he 
was again in training – this time in the ‘Deed of Agreement’ that regulated 
the relationship between State and Religious Owner, and safeguarded the 
religious character of the school. It was around this time that I returned 
to Marist and post-graduate studies. Br Laurence once again came to my 
aid and produced a library of excellent books for my research. he had 
acquired many of these books through his work and connections with 
local and international academics.

In latter years he served as the finance officer at the Catholic Schools’ 
office in Cape Town, and there is much evidence of his influence in our 
office. Br Laurence was not a chap to take centre stage – ‘little brothers 
of Mary’ – quite apt for a Marist Brother. But he encouraged others to 
step up and make their mark. 

For me he epitomised the remarkable contribution that the religious 
have made to education and church in our country. In this, ‘the year of the 
consecrated person’, it is fitting that we should acknowledge this rich gift 
to our social and spiritual capital. Many schools and colleges were built, 
funded, staffed and led by religious. and when the time has come for them 
to hand over, they have done so with generosity and dignity – sharing 
resources, time, talents and energies – guiding and empowering the proc-
ess for the next cohort of leaders. I believe that many of us in education 
today have been indelibly shaped and moulded by the likes of Br Laurence. 
We are indeed grateful.  May we too, know this zeal and strength that is 
needed to build the Kingdom.

Evona Rebelo
Catholic Schools’ Office Director

Catholic Education News

Meditation sessions at St Michael’s, Rondebosch and CBC, Stellenbosch
In conjunction with the Catechetics department, CSO hosted three meditation seminars in Cape Town from 30 
September to 1 October: at the Christian Brothers’ Centre in Stellenbosch; at CBC St John’s in Parklands; and at St 
Michael’s Rondebosch. The presenters, Ernie Christie and Cathy Day are renowned teachers of Christian meditation. 
They shared the rich history of meditation within our Catholic tradition dating back to the second century, and also 
reminded us that Jesus was a contemplative at heart. Within the workshop they facilitated practical meditation sessions. 
Neuro-scientific research is shedding great light on the physical and psychological benefits of daily meditation. We 
also explored the abundant spiritual fruits of meditation. ‘Meditation is communing with God. Silence is the universal 
language of prayer and children are born contemplative. Our contemporary lifestyle erodes this. Teaching children to 
meditate will nurture attentiveness and inner-peace and ultimately help us to build peaceful school and parish communi-
ties.’ (Cathy Day)

The response to these seminars was incredibly heart-
ening. We’d like to express our appreciation to all the 
clergy, religious, catechists, teachers and faith-based 
organisations who attended the seminars.

The first seminar was held in the newly-built 
Christian Brothers’ meditation centre at Stellenbosch 
– a truly magnificent space for meditative prayer. Do 
go and visit.

Catechists and RE teachers learn the art of Christian meditation

St Theresa’s turns 80! 
And she’s still going strong, as you can see from the 

photograph. On 1 October a beautiful celebration by 
the extended school and parish communities took place 
to give thanks for the contribution that the school has 
made over the past eight decades in Welcome Estate. 

The Archbishop paid tribute to all who served the school, in particular, the Holy Cross Sisters and Capuchin Fathers. 

St Theresa’s Feast Day St Theresa’s Feast Day

Grade 7 Mass at Immaculate Conception, Parow Grade 7 Mass at Holy Redeemer, Bergvliet

Owners Representatives Breakfast

SOFA (Junior School) Quiz 
at St Joseph’s Marist College
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P O Box 379
8000 Cape Town
Tel: 021 465 5904
Fax: 021 461 0785

E-mail: custserv.cbs@mweb.co.za

40th edition of
tHe LiturGicAL cALeNDAr for 
soutHerN AfricA 2016
13 full colour pictures of local 
churches, church life and sacred art; 
liturgical seasons, vestment colours, 
lectionary references for every day

A4 Calendar only • r18.00

A5 Sunday Scripture Reflections by • 
Nicholas King SJ r18.00
Calendar & Booklet set • r33.00

tHe LiturGicAL 
DiAry for 
soutHerN AfricA 
2016
Wire bound, one week per opening. 
Feasts and daily lectionary references; 
planners for 2016 & 2017. Handy for 
your desk or brief case A5 R120.00

yeAr of Mercy
ProGrAMMe for A PArisH 

MissioN retreAt
The ‘missionary of mercy’ (see Pope Francis’ 
“Misericordiae Vultus par. 18), will arrive at the parish 
on Saturday and preach at all the weekend Masses. He 
will encourage parishioners to attend the mission which 
will last from Monday to Thursday. The following is an 
adaptable programme for the four days:

A. DAiLy MorNiNG MAsses 
Depending on the nature and location of the parish, 
there could be two morning Masses, one very early 
(around 6 am) for those needing to get to school or 
work, and one later (around 9 am) for those at home.

b. eveNiNG MissioN services
Monday “Jesus Christ is the face of the Father’s  
  mercy” (MV1)

tuesday Healing as an experience of God’s mercy

Wednesday Penance and Forgiveness as an   
  experience of God’s mercy

thursday The Eucharist as a celebration of God’s  
  mercy.

Note

The services from Monday to Wednesday would not take 
place in the context of a celebration of the Eucharist, 
but would have para-liturgies proper to their topics. For 
example, Monday could include Benediction. Tuesday 
could see a blessing with the oil of gladness. Wednesday 
could be a penitential service.

c. coNfessioNs
The missioner(s) would be available for confessions 
throughout the week at designated times.

Should your parish be interested, please email Fr Larry 
Kaufmann CSsR at larrykaufmann@telkomsa.net

From left, front: Sister Maria (Vice General: Rome), Jean Hughes, 
supporters of St Joseph’s, Archbishop Brislin. Back row: Peter 
Hughes (Chairman St Joseph’s), Thea Patterson (Director St 
Joseph’s), Sister Clementia (Germany) and Sister Annemarie, 
Provincial Superior Pallottine Order.

For 80 years, St Joseph’s Home (SJH) 
for Chronically Ill Children has cared 
for orphaned and vulnerable children 
from all races. Against a background 
of political turmoil and poverty, the 
facility has survived, defied Apartheid 
and touched the lives of more than 
21 000 children. 

On 22 September this landmark 
achievement was celebrated with a 
special Mass at St Joseph’s Home 
by Archbishop Stephen Brislin, and 
more than 250 special candles were 
lit to celebrate the healing of children. 
Sisters from the Pallottine Order from 
Rome also attended while Mayco 
member, Suzette Little, represented 
the City.  

Located initially in Philippi, and 
later in Montana (1967), Cape Town, 
the facility was established in 1935 
by ten Pallottine Missionary Sisters 
who were called upon to come to 
South Africa and care for Orphaned 
and Vulnerable Children (OVC). This 
included many children who were 
left destitute and ill after the Great 
Depression of 1930. Armed with 
belief, passion and forward thinking, 
the Sisters started a paediatric health 
and wellness model, focusing on the 
holistic well-being of the child. Within 
six years, the number of children rose 
to 120, all receiving specialised nurs-
ing, education, rehabilitation, physio 
and occupational therapy, and  even 
hydrotherapy.

Today, St Joseph’s Home or 

Celebrating 80 years of health and 
wellness for vulnerable children

Chronically Ill Children is a reg-
istered non-profit organization and 
a proud South African pioneer in 
the field of  paediatric intermediate 
health care. The holistic model of 
service includes  free 24 hour general 
and specialised nursing care (140 beds 
maximum and block rehab patients), 
and multi-disciplinary interventions 
such as Physiotherapy, Occupational 
therapy and Speech therapy reha-
bilitation, social work support, on site 
pre- and primary school education, 
parental empowerment, specialised 
nutrition programmes, logistical sup-
port, training of accredited auxiliary 
nurses (nursing school), pastoral care, 
outreach and follow-up support visits, 
and volunteer placement programmes. 

More than 300 chil-
dren benefit from these 
services annually.

St Joseph’s director, 
Ms Thea Patterson,  
said that SJH is ide-
ally positioned to take 
on the new challenge 
of intermediate care 
service, based on a 
proven record of look-
ing after children with 
life threatening condi-
tions. This is also in 

line with the Home’s strategic thrusts 
of remaining relevant and sustain-
able as a financially viable non-profit 
enterprise which will attract much 
needed funding from donors and gov-
ernment alike.

“At St  Joseph’s we know that we 
cannot change the world. However, 
during the past 80 years we have 
supported and enhanced the lives of  
more than 21 000 vulnerable children 
from the Western and Eastern Cape 
Provinces of South Africa. We gave 
them a second chance in life. We have 
learnt from the past and pioneered 
a holistic and sustainable model in 
paediatric intermediate health care 
which is currently quite unique in 
South Africa”, she said.

Timeline:
1935- St Joseph’s is established. 

Bishop Hennemann identified a need 
to care for Orphaned and Vulnerable 
Children (OVC’s) after the Great 
Depression of 1930. Ten Pallotine 
Sisters arrived on September 23 and 
a few days later the first patients were 
admitted to the vacant presbytery in 
Philippi, Cape Town.

1954- the Group Areas Act forced 
the Sisters to find innovative ways to 
deal with the challenge of segrega-
tion, as they were no longer allowed 
to treat white, black and coloured in 
the same facility. Philippi became a 
designated black area.

In 1967- the Sisters secured fund-
ing and land in Montana (area still 
undesignated to a racial group), a new 
hospital was built, and 18 years later a 
school  was added. 

In 2002 a 25 bed ward was opened 
for HIV/Aids infected children to 
counter a new pandemic. Today, the 
Sunflower ward (infectious diseases) 
still cares for at least 25 patients (0-2 
years) daily.

In 2008 funding was secured and 
the Nursing School re-opened after 
being dormant for some years. More 
than 100 students from poor socio-
economic backgrounds have been 
trained as auxiliary nurses and given 
an opportunity to gain a qualifica-
tion and employment in the nursing 
sector.

In 2013 the new Intermediate Care 
Policy for children is introduced and 
proves to be  a game changer. Patients 
at St Joseph’s stay for shorter periods, 
if possible. A pilot rehabilitation pro-
gramme funded by The Children’s 
Trust  of the Red Cross Children’s 
Hospital is also launched.

In 2014 funded renovations worth 
R36 million start at the Home, mov-
ing the Home away from institution-
alised  to more child friendly and 
homely spaces.

In 2015 the first two renovated 
wards and the new rehabilitation hub 
are completed.

Alrika Hefers
Resource Development Manager 
Tel: 084 662 7953.

Archbishop Brislin flanked by other priests light their candles

Sisters from various religious orders attended the Mass

Ten Pallotine Sisters arrived on 23 September 
1935 to establish St Joseph’s Home. 
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Please Note: The above figures represent deposits made up until May 2015

    2014               2015         2014                2015    2015               2014 2014            2015

PARISH NAME HOLy CHILDHOOD LENT ECCL. EDUCATION PRIESTS’ MEDICAL

athlone 1,050.00 11,960.00 14,536.21 1,220.00 1,920.00

atlantis 646.00 585.90 6,639.40 15,677.40 553.50 815.00 610.00

Belgravia 1,083.05 788.40 12,907.15 10,849.85 1,132.60 1,321.20 1,827.70 1,186.30

Belhar 2,703.00 2,388.00 20,767.00 20,564.50 1,818.00 1,924.00 2,047.00 1,835.00

Bellville 3,255.00 3,530.00 35,796.00 40,464.62 2,495.00 5,579.00 4,440.00 4,250.00

Bonteheuwel 704.50 236.60 7,079.00 5,662.95 855.00 335.60 1,163.50 961.30

Bothasig 2,927.55 37,497.08 37,175.38 4,504.30 4,522.50 8,416.65 6,528.10

Brackenfell 2,697.10 2,304.75 20,628.25 19,803.70 2,125.30 2,366.15 3,408.90 3,265.45

Bridgetown 1,271.60 458.00 4,872.50 11,223.10 1,312.20 B140.00 248.70 570.00

Camp’s Bay 3,083.90 2,070.00 12,838.80 13,333.05 3,240.00 2,174.00 3,709.70 2,622.00

Cathedral 3,255.45 2,321.95 18,364.84 27,076.65 2,483.80 2,935.00 3,162.80

Claremont 2,660.00 2,724.55 18,331.40 19,097.71 1,584.40 1,772.00 2,887.10 2,173.55

Constantia 5,740.00 5,870.00 40,987.05 46,953.20 5,190.00 5,750.00 7,560.00 7,280.00

Delft 350.00 250.00 5,352.55 8,239.60 540.00 380.00 500.00 702.00

District Six 843.40 883.30 7,201.50 5,846.75 894.80 907.70 958.90 508.30

Durbanville 5,384.30 7,985.05 57,967.35 58,190.10 3,655.60 7,432.85 10,694.00 10,610.90

elsie’s river 870.30 1,127.60 11,268.45 12,749.95 1,270.00 1,361.30 1,624.10 1,220.00

Factreton 1,179.50 752.60 9,433.00 8,668.20 1,228.50 1,156.60 1,250.20

Fish hoek 1,250.90 992.20 12,403.03 9,864.58 1,153.25 1,049.05 1,571.55 1,541.25

goodwood 3,292.00 2,735.00 26,683.00 27,981.00 2,057.00 3,116.00 2,331.00 2,900.00

grassy Park 1,660.00 2,590.00 29,053.00 33,160.00 2,080.00 1,622.00 2,010.00 2,167.00

green Point 3,630.00 2,790.00 21,870.00 17,330.00 2,580.00 2,450.00 2,850.00 3,710.00

gugulethu 3,257.70 3,383.90 326.00 580.00 944.00

hanover Park 1,500.00 2,503.00 18,354.80 17,772.80 1,580.00 1,905.70 1,450.00 2,020.00

heathfield 7,009.55 6,546.15 72,538.60 81,473.00 6,045.45 5,928.75 7,514.95 8,256.40

hermanus 1,969.70 1,698.60 14,701.65 18,854.60 2,233.70 2,152.00 2,899.00

hout Bay 1,487.50 2,621.00 13,515.19 13,844.20 1,477.30 2,028.40 1,461.50 2,117.50

Khayelitsha OLQA 250.00 1,408.60 3,155.00 210.00 417.00 370.00

Khayelitsha St R. 450.00 8,590.00 8,932.50 420.00 277.40 940.00 938.00

Kleinvlei 1,256.50 1,796.00 16,098.00 17,914.00 1,491.00 1,553.00 1,612.00 1,690.00

Koelenhof 276.10 443.95 4,351.55 4,539.75 364.00 324.00 413.20 269.00

Kommetjie 1,998.50 2,063.40 19,506.90 19,454.90 1,789.00 2,089.00 2,051.70 2,370.50

Kraaifontein 1,434.90 1,648.30 18,542.80 17,301.05 2,290.20 1,584.15 2,313.00 3,007.20

Kuils River 1,260.00 14,005.35 27,618.55 366.00 195.00 3,984.60

Lambert’s Bay 415.40 116.00 1,024.95 1,334.51 151.50 143.75 249.70 105.90

Langa 735.00 770.00 8,495.80 7,747.00 930.00 428.00 430.00 550.00

Lansdowne 3,319.40 5,792.45 54,398.04 49,683.25 4,894.00 4,512.15 5,469.70 8,571.05

Lavistown 1,683.00 1,440.00 15,670.00 19,479.00 1,975.00 1,599.00 1,865.00 1,832.00

Lenteguer 3,001.30 34,289.25 28,894.75 2,913.80 2,343.15 3,425.65 4,080.00

Maitland 1,632.50 1,101.30 12,562.85 16,493.35 1,659.90 1,190.00 943.00 2,453.10

Malmesbury 224.20 400.65 2,830.90 3,800.30 225.10 234.40 317.10 288.80

Manenberg 620.40 4,455.47 6,421.35 580.30 488.70 288.40 911.20

Matroosfontein 2,000.00 2,710.00 22,176.05 25,219.80 2,755.00 3,505.00 2,465.00 3,130.00

Milnerton 2,380.00 2,020.00 18,252.00 16,220.00 1,770.00 2,450.00 2,910.00

Mowbray 2,202.80 2,602.80 19,776.15 18,941.07 2,579.10 2,384.40 3,271.20 3,437.50

Newlands 4,093.70 4,798.35 30,639.85 32,677.35 4,311.50 3,304.60 4,277.20 3,819.70

Nyanga 250.00 723.60 0.00 30.00 40.00

observatory 629.90 313.05 4,860.20 6,213.80 494.70 663.00 2,098.10

overberg 1,312.20 1,419.00 9,732.85 10,876.25 1,763.90 1,232.80 1,345.40 1,274.50

Paarl 3,901.10 33,468.70 32,061.90 3,051.70 4,484.60 4,731.10 3,327.70

Parow 5,210.00 5,000.00 32,270.00 33,441.00 4,210.00 4,000.00 4,500.00 4,600.00

Parow valley 15,954.00 17,010.00 2,102.00 2,094.00 2,182.00 2,960.00

Pinelands 2,168.10 1,977.95 22,120.95 20,262.70 2,528.50 3,778.45 4,305.05 4,399.70

Plumstead 4,070.10 4,276.60 39,166.81 37,554.95 5,263.10 4,881.20 5,725.50 6,451.90

Portug. Chaplaincy 633.85 610.25 6,250.85 4,453.85 1,074.30 1,070.10 520.05 1,108.50

retreat 1,325.00 1,450.00 13,950.00 15,450.00 1,440.00 1,075.00 1,180.00 1,440.00

rocklands 1,376.00 2,258.00 20,445.10 15,852.00 1,386.00 2,127.00 1,655.00 1,348.00

rondebosch 7,929.60 7,694.00 65,988.50 60,185.40 6,493.15 8,351.00 7,991.50 12,690.90

Sea Point 4,038.00 3,826.50 24,000.00 23,653.00 3,700.00 3,120.00 3,200.00 3,550.00

Simon’s Town 600.00 500.00 17,003.00 21,180.40 500.00 500.00 500.00

Somerset West 6,018.55 4,292.00 35,085.20 40,556.35 4,407.95 5,270.70 6,670.45 6,731.25

St James 3,245.10 3,127.70 23,246.73 20,293.34 2,811.10 3,612.40 3,377.00 4,330.00

Steenberg 2,075.80 1,417.45 16,737.05 19,807.55 2,316.00 1,527.40 1,698.80 2,833.50

Stellenbosch 3,515.15 3,923.85 32,097.30 30,866.80 3,109.50 4,514.50 4,349.30 3,811.30

Strand 2,930.00 3,000.00 35,400.00 29,090.00 3,400.00 5,250.00 3,370.00 6,060.00

Strandfontein 2,350.00 29,786.00 31,930.50 2,000.00 1,520.00 2,800.00 3,580.00

Table View 11,360.00 11,910.00 100,440.00 120,810.00 14,890.00 13,005.00 18,280.00 17,490.00

Tafelsig 375.40 5,605.43 7,744.00 408.40 335.20 1,527.60 521.80

Vredenberg 1,077.70 1,180.00 11,421.95 14,426.00 1,077.00 720.00 1,810.00 1,862.05

Welcome estate 685.00 862.20 12,246.91 11,547.80 791.80 708.70 1,378.80 979.40

Westridge 3,100.00 3,391.00 21,090.00 21,800.00 1,500.00 3,100.00 2,600.00

Woodstock 500.00 8,640.00 10,670.75 700.00 500.00 1,070.00 1,350.00

Wynberg 4,590.00 4,060.00 39,170.00 38,088.75 3,930.00 3,990.00 4,490.00 5,410.00

TOTALS        R 155,500.50 161,449.45 1,536,243.93 1,621,431.57 161,580.70 168,798.45 204,290.05 220,680.40

ARCHDIOCESAN SECOND COLLECTIONS 

The young people of the york Rd community who 
live at the Christian Brothers house in Green Point. 
They focus on Prayer, Community, Social Justice and 
Advocacy. A new community will be formed for 2016. 
If you are interested in joining us call Joan Armstrong 
on 082 949 3137.

Deacon Stephen Armstrong leads Benediction at 
Sacred Heart Church, Green Point after the monthly 
prayer vigil to the Marie Stopes Clinic to pray for an 
end to abortion in South Africa.

First Communion children of Ss John & Paul Church, 
Belhar and their catechists and parish priest Fr Justin 
Chimba during their retreat. 

Confirmation candidates of Our Lady of Good Councel, 
Bridgetown in deep discussion at their retreat on 6 
September, about “Making Good Choices” and their 
mission in life after Confirmation.

Sharon Verwoed presented a workshop on restorative 
practices and relationship-based education. It was 
organised by the ERNSA Social Justice and Advocacy 
desk and held in the York Community house in Green 
Point on 24 August.
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Holy SpiriT CENTrE

Welcomes ALL Church / School Groups
(Alpha, Confirmation, RCIA, Bible Study, etc)
for Retreats, Conferences, Study, or whatever

161A Coronation Road Maitland / PO Box 925 Maitland 7405

We offer accommodation, good food, conference rooms for 100 people, 
a garden, a chapel… and much love and hospitality.

ALL AT LOW, EASy RATES

BOOK EARLY: Manager: 021 510 2988 or 083 723 0293
Public telephone: 021 510 0188. Fax: 021 510 7699. 

E-mail: hscentre@telkomsa.net

This is The hQ of The Cape CaTholiC CharismaTiC renewal 

(Totally Renovated)

CONTACT PERSONS: 
Cindy Oormeyer 072 095 8879 cindyoormeyer@gmail.com

Clarina Wyllie 082 641 7847 clairwyllie69@gmail.com

Mgr Jock Baird recently celebrated his 50th anniversary as a priest as 
well as his 80th birthday. The parish of St James, from where he retired 
after 10 years of service, invited him for a celebratory Mass on Sunday 
9 August The present parish priest, Fr Mark Pothier concelebrated with 
him. Here they are seen with some of the parishioners in the hall after 
Mass. Photo: Dylan Appolis, The Southern Cross

Archbishop Stephen Brislin celebrated the Sacrament of Confirmation 
with the Korean community at Our Lady of Fatima Church, Bellville. 
Above are the four confirmandees with their chaplain, Fr Jung Ho Ha. 
Below, the entire congregation gathered together in celebration for a 
photo with Archbishop Brislin, Fr Bogdan Buksa and Fr Ha.

During September, the Edmund Rice 
Network of South Africa hosted a 
three day workshop called “Advocates 
of Impact: Power in Partnerships” at 
the Christian Brothers’ New Eco 
Centre, Stellenbosch. The invitation 
was extended to organizations around 
Cape Town as well as Catholic edu-
cators connected to the Edmund Rice 
Network. There were representatives 
from Justice and Peace CT; Kolping 
Society SA; Amy Biehl Foundation, 
and many more. Also present were 
educators connected to ERNSA, 
through the Christian Brothers in 
Zimbabwe and Zambia.

Dr C. Otto Scharmer, who writes 
on the “U Theory”, says that success-
ful leadership depends on the qual-
ity of attention and intention that a 
leader brings to any situation. Two 
leaders in the same circumstances 
doing the same thing can bring 
about completely different outcomes, 
depending on the inner place from 
which each operates. 

This was exactly the sort of theory 
that we concentrated on over the 
weekend, together with networking 
and learning about each other over 
a mug of tea. The MOG concept, or 
the art of story-telling, is an integral 
part of making an impact when deal-
ing with issues faced by our com-
munities. 

Led by Br Moy Hitchen cfc, 
(Edmund Rice International, Geneva 
and United Nations representative) 
and Megan Seneque (an Academic 
and Social Change Practitioner) 
from France, this Impact Assessment 

ERN hosts Impact Awareness workshop

workshop was successfully completed 
and thoroughly enjoyed by all the 
attendees, who received their cer-
tificates in the beautiful Eco-prayer 

Centre, specif ically designed for 
occasions such as these.

Bernie Daries
Justice and Peace

Insert: Megan Senque and Br Moy Hitchen cfc

A newly formed young adults group known as Salt And Light Young Adults (SALYA) of Our Lady Queen of 
Africa parish in Khayelitsha, in partnership with Nedbank Khayelitsha, False Bay College, College of Cape 
Town and Cape Peninsula University of Technology successfully hosted a Career Expo on 12 September 
2015 at St Kizito’s Church in Site C, Khayelitsha. The guest speakers, who were former students from UCT, 
CPUT, UWC and Stellenbosch brought empowerment and encouragement to the Grade 9-12 learners who 
attended. Above: SALYA are pictured here with their parish priest Fr Bafana Ndlovu.

Abortion Warning 

‘The Pill’ can abort, undetected, soon 
after conception. a medical fact. 

See www.humanlife.org/abortion_
does_the_pill.php
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On 29 June this year, Council 
approved the naming of the seven 
footbridges across Nelson Mandela 
Boulevard and Rhodes Drive following 
a public participation process and 
recommendations by the Naming 
Committee and myself.

On 23 September 2015 Mayor 
Patricia de Lille, dignitories, families 
and friends attended the bridge naming 
ceremony in Searle Street to honour 
the unsung heroes.

“We have chosen to name these seven 
footbridges after these individuals who 
are unsung heroes – who, like Nelson 
Mandela, used their lives and life’s work 
to bridge the divide by building bridges 
between rich and poor, the haves and 
the have-nots, those who had access to 
education and those who did not.

These individuals were all reconciliatory 
pioneers and bridge-builders and their 
names now stand proudly across the 
artery of Nelson Mandela Boulevard. 
I would like to thank the families who 
have produced and shared these bridge-
builders with us.

Even though they are no longer with 
us, we will forever remember and be 
indebted to them for their contribution 
to our history. Today we honour Father 
John Oliver, /A!kunta, Taliep Petersen, 
Father Basil Van Rensberg, Ingrid 
Jonker, Dawid Kruiper and Tuan Guru 

LITURGY CO-ORDINATOR TRAINING was held on 19 September with Deacon Rodney Williams at the Chancery, Cape Town

On 19 September 2015 parishioners from Grassy Park parish (Our Lady Queen 
of Peace, St Gerard’s and St Clement’s) filled three busses on a special Year of 
Consecrated Life pilgrimage to Holy Trinity Church, Matroosfontein. Over 
250 participants were well received by the host parish who gathered to listen, 
ref lect and pray for those called to the Consecrated way of life. As a community 
we journeyed in faith, setting aside the normal activities of our daily lives, 
seeking enlightenment from those who shared their experience of a consecrated 
way of life. The day began with Holy Mass celebrated by our assistant priest Fr 
Benjamin MSFS whose homily set the tone for the theme. Mass was followed 
by various guest speakers, who shared their life experiences and journeys of their 
calling to a consecrated way of life.

Guest speakers were: Sr Ana Maria Mainero FMA – A Salesian Sister; 
Br Gavin Stokoe CSsR – A Redemptorist Brother; Mrs Daphne Firth – a 
Consecrated Lay person; Deacon Terrence Okkers – a Deacon; David de 
Freitas – a 1st Year Seminarian; and Fr Emmanuel Siljeur – the Episcopal Vicar 
for Vocations. 

Our parish is very grateful to the parish priest of Holy Trinity, Fr Thomas, 
for sharing their beautiful church with our parish, and for his warm hospitality 
that did much to enhance the spirit of the day.  We would also like to extend 
our gratitude to the young people of Holy Trinity for taking such good care of 
our children.

PAYING RESPECT: Distinguished guests Sheikh Muttaqin Rakiep, 
Simone Jonker, Petrus Vaalbooi and Queen Katrina Esau of the Khoisan, 
Patricia de Lille and Consul-General Abdul Rachman Dudung attend the 
launch of the footbridges renaming. Picture: Jeffrey Abrahams.

Cape Town priest honoured in 
bridge naming ceremony

(Imam Abdullah ibn Abdus Salaam).
The individuals we honour today 

are people who have had a profound 
influence on the character and culture 
of our city and country.

Father Basil van Rensburg was a South 
African Catholic priest who gained 
international recognition for his fight 
against the apartheid regime’s forced 

removal of the people of District Six. 
He mobilised public opinion against the 
mass removals, writing to newspapers 
and holding public meetings. 
These individuals played an instrumental 
role in bridging divides and working 
towards unity, fighting oppression and 
ensuring a better life for all.”

Margie Burgoyne

A fruitful WOMEN’S WEEKEND was held at Manyano Centre, 
Paarl from 4-6 September 2015. Many of the ladies who at-
tended enjoyed it so much they would like to recommend it to 
others for next year’s event.

Celbrating a year of 
Consecrated life

Pilgrims from Grassy Park parish who attended the celebration 
of Consecrated Life at Matroosfontein

We have a Catholic “man crisis”. Large 
numbers of men who were baptised 
Catholic have left the Church and the 
majority of those who remain are “casual 
Catholic men”, men who do not know 
the Catholic faith and don’t practice it. 

It is quite noticeable that the failure 
of Catholic men to commit themselves 
to Jesus Christ and his Church has 
contributed to the accelerated decay of 
our post-modern culture. The list is 
endless: from contraceptives, promiscu-
ity, pornography and sexual perversion, 
divorce, avoidance of marriage, adultery, 
substance addiction, rape, gender confu-
sion, and fatherlessness; and the loss of 
the dignity of being a provider, carer 
and protector. Men are labeled enemy 
number one, as the stats show.

However in the midst of all this decay 
there are men in our Archdiocese who 
seek the true, the beautiful and the good 
and are working to bring peace and joy 
not only to their own families but to 
the society in which they live. These are 
the committed Catholic men who have 
taken up the challenge to stand up for 
Jesus Christ and his Church, realising 
that true manhood is a Catholic man-
hood. These men have made sainthood 
their goal and have made their purpose 
to lead their families and brothers to 
heaven. 

MEN FOR CHANGE IN CHRIST, 
a group formed in the Archdiocese of 
Cape Town in 2010 after the first men’s 
camp in Wellington, inspirationally saw 
the need to continue supporting the 
growth of the spirituality of men to the 
very sainthood we speak of. The camps 
to date have inspired men across the 

many parishes of our Archdiocese to take 
their place as fathers, husbands, brothers, 
sons and uncles and being true role 
models in the name of Jesus Christ.

Men have come to the fore to be active 
as a brotherhood of support in meeting 
regularly for prayer and to draw strength 
from the Word of God and the sharing 
of their experiences. To date over thirty 
parishes have committed to grow this 
process. 

At parish level, groups actively par-
ticipate in the life of the local church: 
evangelising other men; assisting the 
priest to make disciples of Christ; and 
attracting all people closer to Christ 
the King. It is here where men are 
challenged to come to repentance and 
the sacrament of reconciliation. It is 
here where men are encouraged to love 
and participate in the Mass, understand 
it and teach it to the next generation. 
Prayer and Scripture becomes an integral 
part of being a priest, a prophet and king 
of our homes. Teaching the truth, lead-
ing the family in prayer, and defending 

them from the decaying culture we live 
in. It is in this group that men become 
brothers in Christ and build bonds with 
each other.

Lastly it is here where a man is chal-
lenged to give of himself freely to a 
commitment that changes him to be a 
Catholic man. This year another camp 
is planned at Bergkroon, Wellington on 
the weekend of 13-15 November 2015. 
All men are invited to experience this 
life changing weekend. Men are invited 
to join the parish group, or to start one. 
Our prayer as warriors for Christ is that 
God will send the Holy Spirit on all men 
in our Archdiocese to be committed 
Catholic men who take their rightful 
place here in God’s Kingdom on earth.

Should you need assistance in your 
group please contact Adrian Hartman 
on 081 567 1220 or Wayne Carolissen 
on 082 555 6877. Should you need info 
about the camp please contact Nigel 
Copley on 082 458 7269 or Peter Bruyns 
on 082 466 4236.

Wayne Carolissen

Be a real man – be a Catholic man!
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HERMITAGE COTTAGE
A self-catering cottage with two bedrooms available for silent prayer, 
retreats and quiet study.

The cottage is set in a forest with a natural spring
and close to the mountains and the sea.
Preference is given to those wanting to stay                                        

for three days or more.

The Grail Centre
Kleinmond, Western Cape
Tel: (028) 271 3410
E-mail: grailadm@mweb.co.za

Maseti

They sold everything from bread 
to Chappies bubble gum, and smelt 
of soap and sweets. A middle-aged 
neighbour ran the place, keeping a 
beady eye out to ensure that the local 
children did not steal anything. 

Children would congregate on the 
stoep to swop toffees or Mad Max 
magazines, and teenagers could meet 
outside before setting off on a date. 
This was the typical corner café of 
inner-city Cape Town before the 
forced removals that began in the 
1960s. More than just convenience 
stores, these shops were also com-
munity hubs. 

In recent decades, some cafés in 
the poorest parts of the city have 
become magnets for criminals and 
drug dealers. But an NGO in lower 
Woodstock has a vision for their local 
corner café. 

They aim to restore it back into the 
community hub it once was, run and 
ruled by the local “oldies” in the area. 
These older people say they desperate-
ly want to make the streets safe again, 
for the sake of their grandchildren. 

NOAH is a non-profit organisation 
that works in several areas of Cape 
Town, but is based in Regent Street 
in lower Woodstock, alongside the 
corner café it hopes to buy. 

“We believe that older persons are 
the glue in a community,” says direc-
tor Anne Dobson. “For us, working 
with them means more than helping 
to provide them with the services that 
keep them active and healthy. It is our 
way of strengthening a whole commu-
nity. Our plan to buy the local corner 
shop project is about exactly that.”

The shop would remain a corner 
café, selling sweets, milk, bread and 
all other goods people need in a hurry. 
It would also become a larger version 
of Noah’s ‘Trestle Table’, the thrift 
shop on the organisation’s premises 
that sells clothes and household goods 
to community members for a song. 

There is also enough space inside 
the café to set up a community co-op, 

Help Woodstock state pensioners 
make corner-café dream come true 

where the local oldies could sell their 
produce, from samoosas and bread 
to carpentry. These stalls would 
operate on a simple, artisanal level, 
but the place would become a safe 
space where kids could congregate in 
the afternoons, watched over by the 
grandparents. This, too, would make 
the surrounding streets far safer. 

“The shop would also give Noah 
another important lens into what is 
going on in this community, to see 
in which other ways we can respond,” 
says Anne. 

Now Noah is urgently seeking funds 
to buy the property, and is asking all 
funders with an interest in the area to 
consider helping. 

“For me, there is a personal pull 
regarding the shop,” Anne admits. 
“My foster-daughter Abigail came 
from Essex Street, just around the 
corner from the café. She used to sit 
on the pavement of the shop when 
she was a very little girl, and ended 
up coming to Noah every day, which 
is how I got to know her. We had 
years of happiness, but she faced many 
difficulties, and she died when she 
was 19.”

“If this community had given her 
the support she had needed, she might 
have been able to stay here safely. That 
would have been ideal for her.” 

Gadija Abrahams, 83, lives with her 
daughter, son-in-law and their four 
children right opposite the shop. “We 
have to keep our kids inside these 
days, because it’s not safe for them to 
play on the streets,” she says. 

“Just yesterday, I chased away a 
whole bunch of young troublemakers. 
They come from other areas and meet 
on the corner outside the shop, mak-
ing such a huge noise at night that 
the old people can’t sleep. The police 
sometimes come to pick them up, and 
have sometimes found drugs on them. 
This has to be stopped.”

In decades past, the neighbours 
would sit on the stoep of the corner 
café in the summer, “enjoying the 

evening,” says Gadija. “This is the 
poor end of Woodstock, but we have 
beautiful neighbours, and it could 
be the same again, if Noah buys the 
shop.” 

Says Gadija’s neighbour and friend, 
Fatgaya Allie, 62: “The other day, 
I could smell the dagga they were 
smoking. The words ‘F.. the cops,’ 
have been written on the street. 

“All of us older people stay here 
with our children and young grand-
children, and we worry about them. 
My grandson wants to talk to these 
troublemakers on the street, and I 
have to stop him. 

“For a child to go ‘off ’ takes a sec-
ond, and for them to come right takes 
a lifetime. I’ll be the happiest old lady, 
if Noah can buy that shop.”

For more information about Noah, 
log on to www.noah.org.za. 

To find out how to help, contact 
Noah director Anne Dobson on 
anne@noah.org.za, or 083 294 2223. 

Fr Job, parish priest of St Clare’s, Elsie’s River called all couples forward 
to light their marriage candles from the Easter Candle, renew their 
vows, and gave them a blessing.

On 9 August St Clare’s, Elsie’s River 
celebrated their patronal feast day of St 
Clare of Assisi. It was a beautiful and 
blessed day indeed and was enjoyed by 
all parishioners and clergy alike. The 
intention of our parish priest Father 
Job and the parish council was to cre-
ate for the parish a communal day of 
prayer and family. 

The day commenced at 8.00am 
with Holy Mass, with participation 
of all the ministries, as well as the 
joyful and fiery liturgical music by the 
French Congolese community and 
our music ministry. Father George 
Panthanmackel, the superior of the 
Missionaries of St Francis De Sales 
was the principal celebrant, with 
Fathers Job and Philippo Ferraro 
and the deacons assisting. Visiting 
from India, Fr George was warmly 
welcomed in song by the community 
as well as by chairperson Anthony 
Hector. In his homily he gave strong 
emphasis on our devotion to the 
Eucharist and encouraged us to live 
the example of St Clare.

The highlight of the celebration 
was undoubtedly the generosity of 
the community to give to the needs 

Feast Day inspires generosity

of the poor, as displayed by the many 
families who participated in the offer-
tory procession. The food was to be 
distributed by the St Vincent De Paul 
society. The celebration culminated 
with tea and refreshments in the hall.

The third part of festivities, at the 
Elsie’s River rugby grounds, was such 
an enriching and refreshing experi-
ence for the parishioners – who turned 
out in their numbers with potjies and 
braais – cooking up curries and stews 
to share amongst each other. The 
men’s ministry in particular set the 
stage for the feeding ritual. The spirit 
of ‘the feeding of the five thousand’ 
hung in the air as no one went hungry 
in the sharing frenzy. Some parish-
ioners acclaimed that this was the best 
social event in a long time – especially 
the women, as it was women’s day.

A sports programme – arranged 
by the men’s ministry, catechists and 

youth ministry – kept the children 
entertained with fun, games and priz-
es. The youth played soccer against the 
French Congolese, but the highlight 
of the afternoon was unmistakably the 
rugby match by the men’s ministry. 
With much laughter and stories told, 
dominoes and cards played, the day 
filtered out as a pleasurable lasting 
memory.

With sore bodies, tired legs, and 
a great time spent by all as a com-
munity and as a family, St Clare’s 
spirit of generosity lives on. As the 
sun set on a great feast day that will 
forever live in our minds and hearts, 
we pray through the intersession of St 
Clare that this experience of a culture 
explosion will continue to grow our 
parish from strength to strength for 
many years to come, and even into the 
next generation. 

Wayne Carolissen

The ARCHDIOCESE OF CAPE 
TOWN CHILD SAFEGUARD-
ING POLICY was promulgated 
by Archbishop Stephen Brislin on 1 
October 2015, the Feast of St Thérèse 
of Lisieux. The application of this policy 
is mandatory throughout the archdio-
cese of Cape Town. 

The policy is downloadable from the 
archdiocese of Cape Town’s website 
www.adct.org.za both as a printable 
booklet and as a reading document.

JOURNEYING IN JOY
An Ecclesia group from Table 
View play the game ‘Joy of the 
Gospel’ at the end of their ses-
sion, at the start of the new 
Ecclesia Season. The game 
enables groups to share on the 
theme in a fun and meaning-
ful way. It is available from the 
Centre for Pastoral Develop-
ment at 021 462 2417.
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Please support our Buckets of Love campaign. For more info visit our Facebook page ‘Catholic Welfare and Development’.

At the recent SA Catholic Bishop’s 
Conference, one of the agreements 
was to intensify Catholic Social 
Action with the primary objective of 
eradicating poverty and injustice in 
South Africa. Religion and spiritual-
ity is considered an important facet of 
most individuals’ lives and this could 
serve as the catalyst to drive social 
action.

With a 45 year history of working 
with the most vulnerable and mar-
ginalised communities of Cape Town 
and the broader Western Cape, CWD 
implements a variety of interventions 
geared towards affecting positive 
socio-economic change. The organi-
sation is strategically placed to deal 
with a wide range of issues and places 
significant focus on welfare distri-
bution and the holistic development 
of poor, vulnerable and marginalised 
people.

The 100 Days of Social Action 
Campaign

CWD launched its 100 Days 
of Social Action campaign on 17 
September 2015 and invited civil 
society organisations and community 
forums to participate in focused dis-
cussions on key 
issues. CWD 
“100 Days of 
Social Action” 
concept focuses 
on the 100 days 
countdown to 
Christmas start-
ing. The key focus 
of the campaign is 
“Putting the Spirit 
back into Giving”. 
Activities during the campaign are 
geared towards making people “Look-
up and Look around” and engage in 
collective social action driven by love, 
caring and compassion to change the 
lives of those less fortunate. 

100 days of social action
‘Putting the spirit back into Giving’

cWd’s 100 days of social action campaign, launched on 17 
september 2015, calls on individuals, communities, organisations 

and society to “look-up, look around” and take collective 
compassionate action to change the lives of those less fortunate. 

let us build a better south africa together.

Date Theme
17 September 2015 Awareness of Catholic Social Action Campaign

25 September 2015 Embracing Culture and Diversity – Heritage Market Day

17 October 2015 International Poverty Eradication Day – Ending Hunger – Launch of the Buckets of Love Campaign

25 November 2015 Action to End Violence, Racism and Anger

The 100 Days of Social Action 
Campaign aims “to improve human 
welfare, deepen civic culture, and 
develop group life and commitments 
to others through organized activities 
“by calling for an end to Anger and 
Violence, an end to Racism, an end 
to Poverty and Inequality, an end to 
Hunger, and to embrace Culture and 
Diversity. This campaign seeks to 
bring consciousness to the many things 
in life that are taken for granted, such 
as electricity, running water, and a 

roof overhead. 
It challenges 
people to think 
about those that 
are less fortu-
nate, and engage 
and interact with 
such individuals 
in a dignified and 
loving manner. 
Through focused 
activities, the 

campaign encourages people to play 
an active role in making a difference 
in the lives of the less fortunate by 
engaging in simple actions of love, 
kindness and caring during the days 
leading up to Christmas.

At CWD we believe that by serving 
people we are able to put the spirit back 
into giving. Through interventions we 
can assist people who find themselves 
falling between the cracks of society 
in seeing that there are alternatives 
to help them make a difference in 
their lives. The ultimate aim of these 
alternatives is to aid in the develop-
ment of individuals and communities 
thereby strengthening the moral and 
social fabric of South African society, 
and creating a society where barriers 
to progress are removed, a society 
that breaks the cycle of poverty and 
violence that has become the norm.

CWD was honoured and blessed to 
have Father Ralph de Hahn open the 
launch by celebrating Mass at Sacred 
Heart Church, Green Point on the 
17th September where he dedicated 
the day to God.

The executive director Kevin Roussel 
provided an overview of 100 Days of 
Social Action and said “poverty is real, 
we are building this campaign to “put 
the spirit back into giving”. Everyone 
gives around Christmas – what if we 
can give for the 100 days leading up to 
Christmas day”. 

Father de Hahn also spoke about 
the church’s stance on social action 
and said “those who have often have 
too much, and those without have 
nothing. We are serving human 
beings made in the image of God”. He 
encouraged everyone by saying “what 
you do unto others you do unto me”. 
What good are your eyes if your heart 
is blind? If your heart is in it, you will 
then see the joy in giving. You must 
not be the messenger but the mes-
sage and be a brother and a sister to 
those in need. “Never lose hope, never 

Sean Achim from the Knights 
of Da Gama providing feed-
back from the Commission on 
‘Hunger’

CWD launch of 100 days of Social Action

The seven doves to be released as a sign of peace, forgiveness and love

catholic Welfare and 
development’s 100 days of 
social action campaign cre-
ates awareness on collective 
social action and serves as a 
platform to ignite catholics 
and the broader society to 
engage in some form of com-
passionate social action.

lose faith, never lose that meaningful 
desire to do good. All good comes 
from above”. Guests were then asked 
to break into commissions to discuss 
the key themes and give feedback on: 
Ending hunger and poverty; ending 
anger and violence; embracing culture 
and diversity; and ending racism.

Highlight of the Campaign
The highlight of the day was the 

symbolic releasing of seven white 
doves as a sign of peace, forgiveness 
and “putting the spirit back into 
giving”.

CWD is calling on the goodwill 
in people of all walks of life and is 
inspiring them to action to “put the 
spirit back into giving”. Giving can 
take many forms including: Time, 
In-kind donations, sharing of skills, 
and donation in cash.

CWD always works to link donors 
to people in need. The joy that is 
evidenced from a person receiving 
services through the generosity of 
donors has also been witnessed in 
the donors that give through one of 
the forms indicated above. 

It has been proven over a number 
of years that people that are gener-
ous have experienced not only joy 
but a sense of redemption, guidance, 
feeling closer to God and see service 
to mankind as part of their spiritual 
development. However in recent 
years, through various economic 
constraints, people have become less 
generous and less caring.

Catholic Social Action is a way 
for people to overcome the barriers 
that prevent people from living and 

taking actions true to the principles, 
values and ethos of Catholic Social 
teachings. Based on strategic choic-
es, CWD has planned a calendar 
of events to highlight key dates on 
the development calendar, thereby 
raising awareness of the 100 Days of 
Catholic Social Action Campaign. 
Let’s work together to end hunger, 
end poverty, end violence, and end 
racism by supporting this campaign. 
A key part of the Campaign is 
CWD Buckets of Love an initiative 
that has been running for over 21 
years. This yer we aim to feed 315 
000 people by distributing 11 250 
Buckets of Love.

For more information on how 
to get involved in supporting our 
Buckets of Love campaign, please 
contact Julia on 021 425 2095 or 
info@cwd.org.za
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