
ARCHDIOCESAN NEWS
October-December 2016  1

Archdiocesan News
A PUBLICATION OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OF CAPE TOWN  •  ISSUE NO 82  •  OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2016  •  Free oF Charge

Visit the Archdiocese of Cape Town’s website on www.adct.org.za / Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/archdiocesecapetown

It is one brief year since 
Archbishop Brislin promulgated 
the Archdiocese of Cape Town’s 

Child Safeguarding Policy, or CSP. 
And it is six months since the main 
launch of the policy took place with a 
substantial presentation to the parish-
es. Parish CSP co-ordinators received 
their working files for implementing 
the policy and were commissioned by 
the archbishop, who also received his 
CSP files for the chancery.

The Child Safeguarding Policy is 
applicable throughout the archdio-
cese, covering parishes and all other 
diocesan bodies. Implementation 
within each parish is driven by the 
CSP co-ordinator who is co-opted 
to the Parish Pastoral Council. This 
is an entirely new ministry in the 
parish engaging with an entirely new 
policy and so it is immensely encour-
aging that only a handful of par-
ishes must still appoint a co-ordinator. 
This ref lects the recognition of the 
importance of the Child Safeguarding 
Policy in the Church.

At the heart of the policy is the need 
to ensure that the Church is a safe 
place for our children. This has three 
core elements:

Code of behavior – this details •	
the appropriate way to interact 
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with children;
Safe Recruitment – ensuring •	
that those who interact with our 
children are suitable to do so;
Safe Activities – ensuring that •	
activities are physically safe and 
properly supervised.

Parishes are encouraged to run 
internal workshops on these core ele-
ments.

With the CSP being a new policy 
that we are all getting to grips with, 
a Child Safeguarding office has been 
set up to support the co-ordinators. 
Michael Baker, as Child Safeguarding 
Officer for the archdiocese, invites 
co-ordinators and parish priests to 
contact him with their challenges 
and suggestions. This can be done 
at Childsafeguarding@adct.org.za. 
Parish workshops can also be arranged 
where co-ordinators feel that they 
need the help.

As we continue on this path let us 
always remember why we are doing 
this.

To safeguard our children;•	
The law requires it;•	
With our safeguarding capacity •	
we serve the broader commu-
nity; and
We safeguard the Church•	

Michael Baker
Archbishop Brislin receives his Child Safeguarding files from Archdiocesan Child Safeguarding Officer, Michael 
Baker. Parish CSP co-ordinators were also commissioned by the Archbishop at this meeting, on 16 April 2016.

Chancery staff paid a fond farewell to Fr Eddie O’Neill SDB, outgoing 
Episcopal Vicar for Property, at a special tea on 30 September 2016. 
Fr Eddie has served the Archdiocese in this capacity for 28 years. He 
will be sorely missed, especially at tea time, where on many occa-
sions he regaled the staff with stories, wisdom, sharp wit, insights 
into church life and history, and knowledgable commentary on Canon 
Law. As he still remains a Consultor to the Archbishop he promises to 
pay an occasional visit (at tea time!). Here he is seen with Mgr Clifford 
Stokes. Fr Shenoy Thomas MOC replaces him as Vicar for Property.

CONGRATULATIONS!: Archbishop Stephen Brislin celebrated his 60th birthday at a special breakfast 
with Chancery, CPLO and RDSP staff in the Chancery atrium on Friday 23 September. Here he shares a 
light moment with his Vicars General, Fr Peter-John Pearson (right) and Mgr Clifford Stokes (left).

A CHURCH IN THE MAkING: Construction of the church of St Elizabeth’s, Wallacedene is making steady progress. Here we see the various stages: the laying of the foundations; 
the walls at window height; and now at roof height. Completion is expected early next year. Should you wish to make a donation, please contact the Vicar for Property at 021 462 2417.
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Greetings from the Youth Chaplaincy Team!

Holiday season will soon be upon us! Or at least, some of us… It’s a beautiful time of year as things warm up, the days get 
longer and shopping centres start wishing us “happy holidays”. Lucky for us, we know the reason for the advent season 
that will start just next month! But let’s not jump the gun – there is still a lot of work to happen – studying, exams, year-
end office parties for some – and longer hours for others. Whatever your situation, there are still a few things you can 
look forward to from the Chaplaincy team – but first – a look at what we’ve been up to.

Culture Project – Finding True Love 
On 25 August, many young adults from across our diocese got together for an evening of hot soup, praise and worship, 
fellowship and an informative talk. Chris from the Culture Project in australia gave a raw and honest witness to the value 
of true love and highlighted the dangers of secular portrayals of love. It was beautiful to connect with so many people 
who came out to the event.

Ecclesia Launch 2016 Called By Name
Earlier in September we launched our new Ecclesia season at Springfield Convent in Wynberg. It was a beautiful morning 
filled with inspiring talks and training, not to mention the screening of the new DVD. If you would like to order copies 
please get in touch with the CPD office! This series looks at God’s plan for our lives.

Reignite Young Leaders 
Workshop
Just last week we hosted our first 
reignite event for all young leaders 
involved in any kind of parish ministry. 
The goal of the morning was to 
inspire and energise important role 
players in the young church and share 

the Youth Chaplaincy vision. We are grateful to all those 
who came out!

Looking ahead now, our second annual Diocesan Youth 
camp is about six weeks away and we are really excited! 
Last year, Camp Testify was a huge success. We had some 
70 youth leaders from 23 different parishes present! This 
year the invitation is for Youth Leaders AND high school 
age youth! …and we may still have space for you! Check 
out www.TestifyCamp.weebly.com

In line with our goal of strengthening parish youth ministry, 
we are inviting each parish to send a group of teenagers 
along with their youth leaders. The ideal would be to have 

two leaders for every 10 teenagers – one male and one 
female leader.

And last, but not least, our Chaplaincy Team is expanding! 
We welcome Brendan de Faria, Candice Brink and Marco 
Vinagre who have joined Leo, Shane and Sven on the Com-
munications department (look out for our new website as 
well as regular Tweets and Instagram pics). 

Taking care of Events, we have the lovely twins – Candice 
and Caron Brown – as well as (the just as lovely) Carmen 
Payne, Janine Leo and Nicole Bunding; they join Dom Yon 
and Marlon Rooi! And joining the Formations committee, 
we welcome Warren Daniel.

We really hope to see you at Camp Testify – but in case we 
don’t – we’ll take this opportunity to wish you a blessed 
advent and we pray that your year ends well. Thanks for 
the support and keep checking your inboxes for our end of 
year newsletter which will tell you more about the exciting 
things we have planned for 2017.

Stay blessed! With love,

Youth Chaplaincy.

Block 1: Dogma – Salvation History / Revelation
a Dogma is a principle or set of principles laid down by an 
authority as incontrovertibly true. Salvation History seeks 
to understand the personal redemptive activity of god within 
human history to effect eternal salvation. Revelation deals with 
how god is revealed to humanity
Block 2: Moral Theology – Basic Moral Principles
Moral theology (encompasses Catholic social teaching, 
medical ethics, sexual ethics, and various doctrines on 
individual moral virtue and moral theory. It can be distinguished 
as dealing with “how one is to act,” in contrast to dogmatic 
theology which proposes “what one is to believe.”

Block 3: Dogma – Christology
Christology comes from two  greek words meaning “Christ 
/ Messiah” and “word” – which combines to mean “the study of 
Christ.” Christology is the study of the person and work of Jesus 
Christ. 
Block 4: Scripture – The Gospels 
The teachings of Jesus and the apostles; the Christian revelation; 
Christ’s life and teachings
Block 5: Church History – Pentecost to Middle Ages
Block 6: Liturgy – The Eucharist  
For more information and for registration please contact Maud at 
maud.stellenboom@pastoraldevelopment.co.za.

Theology Course Second Year – 2017
Conducted by Mgr Andrew Borello.

Consists of six blocks and each block has six lectures. Starts on 25 January 2017

The new season of Ecclesia (Called By Name) has begun in earnest across 
the Archdiocese of Cape Town. This season is different in that it is shorter, 
and it also begins with parish groups coming together at the start of the 
season to share a meal together. This has proven to be a unifiying factor 
between the various groups. Please send in photos of your parish meal 
and group meetings for our next edition.
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A Gift to nourish the Spirit

for yourself or someone you love

“Internship” is defined according to the National 
Society for Experiential Education as a care-
fully monitored work or volunteer experience 
in which an individual has intentional learning 
goals and ref lects actively on what he or she is 
learning throughout the experience.  

Various occupations and career paths have 
an internship programme as part of their 
requirements for entrance into the desired field. 
Medical students who study at the University of 
Cape Town usually have a two year compulsory 
internship programme after they have completed 
their studies. Law students, who have graduated 
with a LL.B (Bachelor of Law) and passed the 
state bar, usually apply for an internship pro-
gramme at a desired law firm in hopes of being 
employed permanently.

A similar process has been adopted by the 
Southern African Catholic Bishops Conference 
with regards to the training of its future priests. 
After completion of the second year of theol-
ogy at Saint John Vianney National Seminary, 
students are sent on a six month pastoral intern-
ship programme in their respective dioceses. 
They are assigned parishes where they will have 
supervisors who journey and guide them during 
the six months.

I was appointed to the Parish of Saint Pius 

X, Plumstead with Father Mark Foster as my 
supervisor. Prior to starting the programme an 
agreement is set up and reached between the 
supervisor and the seminarian. In the agreement 
the various pastoral activities are discussed, what 
my duties were and what was expected of me 
during the six months.

The six months I spent in Pius X was indeed 
a marvellous and faith-filled experience. I had a 
range of duties which I was involved in – from 
being a  a lector (proclaiming the word of God) 
– to an acolyte (assisting Fr Mark with the dis-
tribution with Holy Communion) – to attending 
all the parish meetings and learning firsthand 
how the parish is run and how the various bodies 
of the parish work hand in hand, such as parish 
pastoral council and the finance council and a 
variety of other ministries.   

As the months progressed I came to realize 
that these aspects of ministry “spoke” to me and 
brought a deep joy to my life. Some of these 
were: visiting the sick and taking communion 
to them on a Wednesday with Vera Stenger; 
teaching RCIA (Rite for Christian Initiation for 
Adults) with Michael Hoare; spending Sunday 
nights with the youth under the guidance of 
Tatum Thomas and Taryn Langely; having 
my own Ecclesia group with Stephen Arrow 
(discussing the rich encyclical of Pope Francis’ 
“Laudato Si” on the environment); training and 
guiding the altar servers of the parish and the 
parish school; developing relationships with 
various people in the parish, including the amaz-
ing staff of St Anne’s Convent School under 
the leadership of principal Bronwyn Fisher; 
celebrating Eucharist with the amazing faith of 
the Deaf Community; giving ref lections on the 
Word of God;  mourning with families during 
funerals; accompanying Fr Mark to anoint the 
sick; to the joys in baptisms and weddings. The 
list is literally endless. 

All, however, was not perfect. Along with 
pastoral ministry came various challenges and 
hurdles. These I discussed with my supervisor 
Fr Mark on a weekly basis. In these meetings 
we discussed how the week progressed, what I 
learned from the various pastoral experiences, 
and what I found challenging.  These meetings 
were of the utmost importance as this was where 
Fr Mark in essence ‘formed’ me and shared with 
me his years of experience as a priest and the 
invaluable knowledge he had gained in pastoral 
ministry. During these meetings he gave me 
concrete examples on how to deal with: various 

Vocations: Pastoral Internship

situations in parish life finding; God in the 
most painful experiences; listening and learning 
from the very people that we encounter; but also 
challenging me and showing me areas where I 
needed to grow. These meetings and the experi-
ences that I had gave me the opportunity to 
learn firsthand what it meant to be a priest and 
gave me the tools I needed to decide what kind 
of priest I want to become.

Together with Fr Mark, there was another 
group as part of the internship programme called 
the ‘Lay Support Group’. This is a group of people 
chosen from the parish to guide me on my journey 
and give me, in essence, the lay perspective on 
events and situations and what they expect from 
their future leaders. This group is important, as 
there is a part in the ordination rite where it says 
that “...after consultation with the people of God 
we found him to be worthy”, this refers to them 
and other lay people that were consulted as to the 
character and faith of the candidate.

This group was made up of various people in 
the parish: a married couple to give witness to 
the beauty of family and married life; a youth 
member to share the views and concerns of the 
youth for the present and the future; a member 
of the parish pastoral council to give witness 
from a person who has had experience in leader-
ship in the parish; and a senior lady who could 
give advice and wisdom which only the experi-
ences of life could provide. This group met once 
a month where I discussed the same issues, joys 
and concerns with Fr Mark, but received a dif-
ferent perspective – a lay perspective as it were.

Towards the end of the pastoral internship 
journey, each seminarian submits a dossier to the 
seminary as a record of his various experiences 
– his struggles and challenges, his joys, what he 
learnt about himself, where he should grow, but 
most of all how it has shaped him in his journey 
towards the Priesthood of Jesus Christ.

The journey of pastoral internship has indeed 
been a faith deepening experience; but also a 
confirmation and a tool of discernment with 
regard to my vocation. It has opened my eyes 
as to what being a priest is really about, which 
Archbishop Stephen Brislin expressed so beauti-
fully in his Chrism Mass homily he gave at Our 
Lady Help of Christians, Lansdowne:

“LOVE, Love of Christ, love of neighbour, 
love of the Church and love of our priesthood is 
the motivation for our ministry. Without love, 
ministry becomes a “ job”, something we have to 
do. If we, like Christ, can look into the eyes of 
those we serve, and recognize their happinesses 
and joys, but also their sorrows, anxieties, inse-
curities and pain, then our ministry moves from 
legalism to mercy (love)”.

Alfredo van der Schyff
Originally from St Anne’s parish, Steenberg

POPE FRANCIS ON THE CALL 
TO THE PRIESTHOOD

“The Lord calls each one to be a priest. 
Maybe there are some young men who feel 
this call in their hearts, the wish to become 
priests, and the wish to serve others in 
the things of God – the wish to give one’s 
whole life in service, to catechize, baptiz           
e, forgive, celebrate the eucharist, heal the 
sick, the whole life like this – if any of you 
has this desire in his heart, it is Jesus who 
has put it there. Care for this invitation. 
Pray that this grows and that it gives fruit 
for the whole Church”.

If there are any young men who believe that 
God is calling them to the Priesthood, please 
contact the vocations director of the Archdiocese 
of Cape Town.

Fr Emmanuel Siljeur
Episcopal Vicar for Vocations
Tel: 021 934 8293

To commemorate the INTERNATIONAL WEEk OF OLDER PERSONS, a number of dem-
onstrators representing NGOs caring for the elderly (including Bernadette Daries from the 
Catholic Justice and Peace Commission), demonstrated outside Parliament on 4 October 
2016, calling on the government for better housing, healthcare and pensions

PILGRIMS who journeyed with Fr Michael Clement SAC in the Holy Land during August 
2016 – arranged through St Gerard’s Holy Tours. Fr Michael is PA to Archbishop Brislin.

The sanctuary 
at St Pius X, 

Plumstead

Fr Mark Foster performing 
a marriage ceremony
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Guest House & 
Conference Facility

KOLPING 

Situated in a tranquil garden setting in the cen-
tre of Durbanville, with pool and braai facilities, we 
offer both tastefully decorated Bed and Breakfast 

rooms and Self-Catering units, as well as a full 
english breakfast and dinner by arrangement. 

Conference facilities, wheelchair facilities, within walking 
distance of shops, restaurants, banks and close proximity to 
Catholic Church, tennis courts, golf course and wine route. 

We would like to be your                            
home away from home

CoNTaCT
Shaun Smit, Manager

7 Biccard Street Durbanville 7550
Tel +27 21 970 2900. 
Fax +27 21 976 9839
Cell 082 584 1483

E-mail: info@kolpingguesthouse.co.za
www.kolpingguesthouse.co.za

Theology 
Today

Mgr Andrew Borello

A SALE to assist the 
poorer missions

a brand new Table Tennis Table, full size,  • 
plus all equipment
a home aCe electric orgaN• 
A bundle of unknown COINS• 
Heaps of old STAMPS• 

If interested, kindly contact Fr Ralph 
on 021 461 9009 (Best hours 4pm-9pm)

18 - 27 March 2017

LENTEN PILGRIMAGE 

With Father Brian Mhlanga OP of Radio Veritas

HOLY LAND

SPECIAL PRICE: R27,250*

Contact Gail at info@fowlertours.co.za
or phone 076 352-3809 or 021 551-3923

www.fowlertours.co.za/holyland
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Sin pervades our lives and our so-
ciety. While many consider that 
there is no sin – and certainly live 
accordingly without concern for 
the consequences of sin – sin is still 
a reality. Just because people may 
believe that there is no sin, it does 
not do away with it and we all bear 
the consequences of our own sins 
and the sins of others. Corruption 
is rife in our society and we all have 
to live with the effects of it. Sin in 
fact dominates our lives in so many 
ways.

In the Christian life, the beginning 
of our growing into god is the ac-
knowledgement of our sin and the 
readiness to embrace his mercy 
and so be converted. rather hid-
ing our sin because of our sense of 
shame and failure, we need to face 
it honestly and own it for what it is 
and has done to ourselves and to 
others. While we often feel stuck 
in our sin (the same old sins over 
and over), we have to believe that 
conversion is possible and that with 
his grace we can move forward 
and away from sin. This remains a 
challenge that will be lifelong. This 
is particularly so when sin has be-
come habitual and possibly an ad-
diction.

Perhaps part of the problem lies in 
the way we view sin and try to deal 
with it. either we minimise it or we 
hold onto the guilt we feel. Neither 
of these approaches is appropriate 
because they focus the attention on 
ourselves, rather than on God. Sin 
is our failure to love and obey god 
which means that we are offending 
god and falling short of who god 
knows we have the capacity to be. 
Instead of trying to deal with sin 
ourselves, we need to turn to god 
for help to overcome our sins. By 
concentrating our attention on our 
sins, especially our guilt and feeling 

bad about ourselves, we are giving 
power to the sin itself and allowing 
it to dominate our lives.

The victory over sin and death 
belongs to god in Christ Jesus. 
If we are to overcome sin in our-
selves, then we need to call on him 
for that transformative power of 
that victory to free us. In practi-
cal terms it means turning to him 
every time we sin and placing our 
sin in his hands for him, not only to 
forgive us, but to actively deal with 
our sin in his victory. In effect it is 
for us to entrust our sin (and eve-
rything else) to him, to allow him to 
work in us and for us to work with 
him in his power until sin is indeed 
overcome in us.

I would like to take this consid-
eration to a deeper level.  St John, in 
his first letter, emphasises over and 
over that if we really loved god, we 
would not sin. The understanding is 
that we sin because we do not love 
him as we should. Since sin is itself 
the consequence of our failure to 
love, then love of god would seem 
to be the way forward. Instead 
of concentrating on our sins, we 
should concentrate on growing in 
love of him. he loves so completely 
and calls us to love him with eve-
rything that we are – whole heart, 
whole mind, whole strength and 
whole understanding. as we expe-
rience his limitless mercy in forgiv-
ing us our many sins, it would seem 
only natural that we would want 
to love him more. Yet all too often 
we fail to find that response. There 
needs to be a concerted effort to 
pray for his mercy and forgiveness 
for our sins and even more to pray 
for the grace to love him more. a 
wise saying sums it up: To possess 
love is to be beyond sin. May we 
love him more and more until sin 
no longer has any place in our lives.

In 2016 the Archdiocesan Catholic 
Health Care Association (ACHCA) 
held two Gatherings for Nurses, 
Carers and Allied Health Care 
Workers.
First Gathering

On 14 May over 50 nurses and 
healthcare workers attended a Nurses 
and Carers’ Day gathering, held at 
Nazareth House in Vredehoek. The 
programme began with a special 
Mass concelebrated by Vicar General 
Fr Peter John Pearson and ACHCA 
Chaplain Fr Mark Pothier.

The Mass concluded with a prayer 
for the blessing of hands, acknowl-
edging the privileged role that our 
hands have in bringing healing, 
comfort and compassion to all who 
are sick, fearful and in pain. The 
homily highlighted the need for 
Nurses, Allied Health Care workers 
and Carers to make ‘Love visible’ in 
all they do and at all times, as they 
care for family members, loved ones, 
patients and community members.

Dr Maylene Shungking, a Public 
Health Academic who works at UCT 
in the Department of Public Health 
and Family Medicine addressed the 
gathering emphasising the interna-
tional theme for Nurses’ Day 2016 
– ‘Health Systems to be Resilient.’

Dr King invited each one present 
to ref lect on how they each care for 
themselves – Self Care – so as to be 
balanced and in a state of homeosta-
sis. This enables the carer to be more 
resilient in providing compassionate 
and patient-centred care to each 
person they care for or nurse, and to 
do so with dignity.

During the group discussion each 
participant was invited to share 
around the topic of ‘Are Health 
Systems Resilient and if not, what 
are the challenges and suggested 
solutions, looking at the Macro 
and Micro Health and Social 
Environment’. The overarching 
conclusion was that each carer needs 
to be a witness for Christ and never 
lose sight of the dignity of each 
person they nurse or care for.

Second Gathering
On 13 August, the second gather-

ing for ACHCA in 2016, was held 
at Nazareth House, Vredehoek to 
celebrate National Women’s Day.

Fr Mark Pothier opened the 
gathering with a Mass. His homily 
embraced Mary as mother, media-
tor, protector, nurturer, carer and 
the spiritual role model for women. 
He reminded each carer present 
to emulate and embrace Mary as 
mother as well as her caring values 
and attributes, as we minister to the 
sick and vulnerable.

The two guest speakers at this 
gathering were: Emeritus Professor 
Marian Jacobs of UCT and Sister 
Irene Mbanga, a researcher at 
Stellenbosch University in the field 
of Mental Health.

Professor Jacobs shared the impor-
tant historic event of 9 August 1956 
(60 years ago) when 20 000 women 
marched peacefully and non-racially 
to the Union Buildings in Pretoria 
to hand over a signed petition with 
100 000 signatures on it, protesting 
against the pass laws. This march, 
she said, helped pave the way for the 
emancipation and empowerment of 
black women in South Africa.

Professor Jacobs encouraged us 
to continue on all fronts in the 
struggle of advocating the reduc-
tion of the many injustices around 
care and access to care. She said 
that in the early 1960s blacks could 
only do midwifery at St Monica’s in 
Cape Town, and general nursing for 
blacks could only be done in Durban 
and Kimberley.

She was also the Professor of 

Healthcare Association Gatherings

Pediatrics at Red Cross Children’s 
Hospital in Cape Town and was 
instrumental in contributing posi-
tively to child health care and man-
agement, both in Cape Town and 
internationally.

The second guest speaker, Sister 
Irene Mbanga shared with the group 
her nursing days at St Monica’s 
Maternity Hospital.

Despite the harsh injustices dur-
ing her early years in nursing, she 
rose above these challenges by con-
tinuing with ongoing studies. She 
shared the unfair and harsh nursing 
and medical practices of her time 
when there were separate wards and 
intensive care units for whites and 
non-whites, with white staff nurs-
ing only white patients and non-
white nurses nursing only non-white 
patients.

In the group discussion which fol-
lowed each participant was invited 
to share who they viewed to be a sig-
nificant role model in their lives and 
why. Most mentioned their mother 
to be their role model – for their 
self-sacrif ice, perseverance, courage, 
love, unself ishness, compassion, 
integrity, gentleness, patience, self-
control and humour.

The ACHCA’s next gathering is on 
3 December 2016 at Nazareth House, 
Vredehoek. It will be a celebration 

of World AIDS Day, commencing 
with a Mass, and followed by strate-
gies for self care to cope with stress 

The ACHCA is open to all 
Catholic men and women in the 
Archdiocese who are involved in any 
of the nursing, medical and caring 
professions including paramedics, 
dieticians, radiographers, pharma-
cists, psychologists, lay counsellors, 
carers and home-based carers. Also, 
anyone working in parish societies 
on a parish level.

The function and purpose of the 
association is:

To support each other•	
To share our faith and experi-•	
ences.
To be a recognized and recog-•	
nisable voice for health care in 
the Church.
To learn self-care tips and •	
strategies to avoid burnout of 
the Carer’.
To keep abreast of spiritual •	
developments in the Church.

For more information please con-
tact:  Mrs Magda Karelse – chair-
person of ACHCA on 076 164 5017 
or Mrs Estelle Groenewald – secre-
tary of ACHCA on 083 235 3495

Front row, left: Mrs Irene Mbanga and Emeritus Professor Marian 
Jacobs, guest speakers at ACHCA’s Nurses Day Gathering at 
Nazareth House on 14 August 2016, together with some group 
members.

Abortion Warning 
‘The Pill’ can abort, undetected, soon after conception. A medical 

fact. See www.humanlife.org/abortion_does_the_pill.php



ARCHDIOCESAN NEWS
October-December 2016  5

Hermits in Paradise
a short story by Fr ralph de hahn

There are many small islands in the 
south-east Pacific; one wonders if they 
have all been officially chartered. One 
also wonders if there are human beings 
living on all of them; small animals, 
surely, and a variety of insects and col-
ourful birds – but what of humans! 
Here is a tale which fascinates me and 
speaks of a truth that goes beyond 
words and Christian orthodoxy.

An outstanding American mission-
ary, Alexander, and his co-worker, Jim, 
ventured out in their small boat, with 
a powerful motor, into the wide open 
Pacific. This was vacation time, and a 
break from the strenuous teaching and 
preaching to unbelievers on a variety 
of islands.

It was a cloudless day with a gentle 
breeze and the sun high and bright 
in the heavens. There was an endless 
water world all around and an energiz-
ing salty scent in the air. They had 
already been hours on the ocean and 
the evening sun was beginning to 
dip. Alexander was dozing on a soft 
cushion on  the upper deck when 
the excited voice of Jim pierced his 
ears. “Father Alex, come see, there is 
something over there, something on 
the waters!”

Alex rose quickly, applied his binocu-
lars, and gazed at the far distant object. 
“Yes, I see it, Jim. It’s something like 
an island. Yes, it could just be!” 

Alex handed the binoculars to Jim, 
and said, “It sure is an island, but I 
don’t think it is on our map.” The boat 
was then pointed in a new direction 
and slowly approached the mysterious 
object. Yes, it was an island, small with 
small trees and a wide sandy beach – so 
it seemed.

Suddenly three moving figures 
appeared before their eyes waving 
frantically at the boat. “Alex I see 
three men on the beach. They are 
greeting us.”

Indeed there were humans on the 
island, scantily dressed in torn rags 
from the waist down, and with long, 
overgrown beards.

“Do you see, Jim, they are raising 
two pieces of wood in the form of a 
cross – they must be Christians. They 
could be hermits.”

“You know what, Alex, I feel they 
are calling us to visit them.”

Alex and Jim agreed to land on the 
beach and learn the secret of these 
three hermits on a strange unchartered 
island in the vast Pacific. They stam-
mered and stuttered as they briefly told 
their story:

“We escaped from our Japanese 
prison a few years ago and floated on a 
raft to this island. We have been here a 
long time, and we are happy.”

“You are Christians, I think? I saw 
you signal us with a cross.”

Another answered: “When in prison 
we were baptized by a Christian sol-
dier. We know about God and Jesus 
and the Cross!”

“Is that all?” cried Alex, the zealous 
missionary. Jim was more compas-
sionate: “What do you know about 
God? Tell us….”

The third hermit spoke: “We are 
three, God is three.”

“And do you know the Lord’s Prayer, 
the Our Father?” They had their own 
version of that prayer or any prayer – 
that was the impression given to the 
two visitors. With darkness moving 
over the island, they decided to settle 
down for the night, eating typical 
island food. Father Alexander zealous-
ly began catechizing the three “new” 
Christians. It took endless hours of 
repetition and frustration to instruct 
them in the prayers ‘Our Father’ and 
‘Hail Mary’. The three men tried so 
hard to remember and repeat – all 
through the night. Then there were 
the seven Sacraments and, of course, 

before possible absolution, the formal 
act of contrition as taught in our world-
famous schools.

The enlightenment came the follow-
ing morning. After a good wash and a 
brief tropical breakfast it was time to 
move on and continue the vacation at 
sea! But the Christian faith had to be 
made known, the prayers and the rest.

The three hermits stood before the 
missionary, grateful for the visit and the 
teaching. Now was the time to remem-
ber what they had been taught. But 
they had forgotten the words spoken 
by the Father God and his son Jesus. 
Their response was “We are three. 
God is three.” About the sacraments 
they showed the seven fingers.“The 
seven helps us to heaven!” they mur-
mured smilingly. And what of that 
long act of contrition? They placed 
the wooden cross on the ground, knelt 
before it and kissed the Saviour’s feet. 
No words were spoken.

The frustrated Father Alex gave gen-
eral absolution, and the two visitors 
departed with mixed feelings. Had 
they done any good in teaching the 
islanders? What purpose was all this 
missionary zeal?

On board their vessel Jim showed 
the mission priest the text from John 
chapter four – Jesus at the well with the 
Samaritan woman. “The time is com-
ing when true worshippers will wor-
ship the Father, not in Jerusalem or 
in temples, but in spirit and in truth.” 

Jim turned to Alex with a sigh, 
“We have been enlightened, Alex. 
Orthodoxy must sometimes bow to 
simple truth.”

Father Alex knew his scripture, and 
under his breath murmured. “Here 
we have something greater than the 
temple, greater than Solomon, greater 
than the Church! It does appear, Jim, 
that the first will be last – and the last 
will be first!”

A retired priest of the Archdiocese 
of Cape Town again appeals to his 
fellow priests and their communities 
to support the sale of the book “Let 
Me Tell You a Story.”

This initiative of Archbishop 
Stephen Brislin seeks to raise funds 
in order to help provide churches 
for Cape Town’s most impoverished 
areas; the last one needing assistance 
is St Elizabeth’s in Wallacedene.

Fr Ralph de Hahn has to date had 
two books printed to help promote 
this building fund – the first being 

Poor response to Archbishop’s Appeal
“On Poetic Wings” which gave the 
fund R150 000 within a few months. 
The second book – a collection of 42 
Catholic stories – is struggling to 
reach the target of R500 000.

A few priests and their people have 
given their gracious and encourag-
ing support. Not surprisingly, the 
best efforts have come from the 
‘not-so-wealthy’ parishes.

The author, Fr de Hahn has already 
travelled widely to promote the sale 
of his book, and has personally sold 
at least 1540 copies. The book is 

selling at only R100 a copy, and 
5000 copies have been printed.

Many parishes and schools have 
yet to respond. He is now seek-
ing helpers to assist in marketing 
and selling the remaining number 
of books, in response to our 
Archbishop’s appeal letter. Should 
you be willing to help, please call 
Fr de Hahn on 021 461 9009 or 
Simone at 021 462 2417. All the 
funds raised will go towards the 
Archdiocesan Building Fund. 

Staff Reporter 

THE CATHOLIC BOOkSHOP CAPE TOWN
Visit us at:

The Grimley, 14 Tuin Plein (off Hope Street)

* Parking available and a ramp for the disabled

Phone 021 465 5904: Fax 021 461 0785
Email: custserv.cbs@mweb.co.za

Website: www.catholicbookshop.co.za

2017 Liturgical Calendar for Southern Africa
2017 Diary for Southern Africa

Books, bibles, missals, DVDs, CDs, crucifixes, statues, medals, candles 
& holders, Baptism, Communion or Confirmation gifts, nativity sets, 

Christmas cards, incense, charcoal, pyxes, chalices, vestments
and much more!

* Let us have to your email address, name, physical
address and telephone or cellphone number if you’d like 
to be kept up-to-date with new publications or for our 

twice a year “20% Discount Sale Days

In the Acts of the Apostles the early 
church believed the words of John the 
Baptist who said in Luke 3:16 “I am 
baptizing you with water, but someone 
more powerful is going to come… He 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and with fire.” Church history shows 
that this experience of “baptism in the 
Spirit” did not die with the Apostles, 
but that it continued in strength for 
centuries in the church through to the 
present day. This experience has been 
part of the faith life and traditions 
in various groups and communities 
throughout the history of the church. 

A renewal of this experience of a 
“baptism in the Spirit” began in the 
Catholic Church in February 1967 
when a group of students on retreat 
at Duquesne University in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania began praying for a fresh 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Many 
of them had profound experiences of a 
“baptism in the Spirit” which they in 
turn shared with others. They experi-
enced a renewed commitment to prayer 
and a personal relationship to Jesus, a 
yearning for more knowledge in their 
Catholic faith and to the gospel call to 
bring the message of Jesus to others, 
using the gifts and charisms of the 
Holy Spirit to bring this about. 

There followed a wildfire movement 
of the Spirit so profound that it led to 
the National Service Committee in the 
U.S. and the International Catholic 

A Brief History of the Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal

Charismatic Renewal Services in 
Italy. This renewal of “baptism in the 
Spirit” has “set on fire” for the Lord 
nine million Catholic charismatics 
in the U.S. and 150 million Catholic 
charismatics worldwide, which is only 
a part of the 600 million witnesses 
through Baptism in the Holy Spirit of 
all denominations worldwide! Many 
Catholics having experienced this 
“baptism in the Spirit” – this renewal 
of the sacraments of Baptism and 
Confirmation – have become more 
involved in their local parishes, com-
munity outreaches, teen ministry and 
missionary work. 

CCR- Western Cape
Still continuing today with that 

same hunger for more knowledge, 
The Catholic Charismatic Renewal 
in the Western Cape, along with 
their Spiritual Director Fr Emmanuel 
Siljeur, meet every third Friday of 
the month at the Holy Spirit Centre, 
Coronation Road, Maitland at 7.30pm 
beginning with Praise and Worship, 
followed with a talk by a dynamic spir-
it-filled guest speaker. The Renewal 
also hosts an annual Life in the Spirit 
Nine Day Seminar which starts on the 
Friday after Our Lord’s Ascension, 
up to and including Pentecost Day, 
where the Seminar ends with Holy 
Mass. Various priests present different 
themes on the Holy Spirit, and bands 
within the Archdiocese partake in the 

Seminar. 
May 2017 marks the Golden Jubilee 

for the Catholic Charismatic Renewal, 
and people from all over the globe will 
be making their way to Rome, where 
they will celebrate this great milestone 
with the Holy Father. For those who 
cannot make the trip to Rome the 
CCR-Western Cape will also be hav-
ing their annual nine day Life in the 
Spirit Seminar for 2017 at St Mary of 
the Angels, Lawrence Road, Athlone 
from 26 May to 4 June at 19.30.

The Renewal’s closing Mass for 
2016 will be held at St Anthony’s, 
Langa on 15 November at 14.30. 
Praise and Worship will be followed 
by Holy Mass at 15.00. The opening 
Mass for 2017 will be held at Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help, Durbanville 
starting on 29 January 2017 at 16.30. 
Praise and Worship will be followed 
by Holy Mass at 17.00.

All who are thirsty and hungry 
please do make your way to one of 
these life changing events.

Should you have any queries or 
would like to see and know what 
a Seminar is all about then please 
contact Margaret, who is the Property 
Manager at the Centre, on the follow-
ing contact details: email: hscentre@
telkomsa.net Tel: 021 510 2988 and 
fax 021 510 7699

Theresa Jones
Assistant Secretary CCR-WC 
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Share in Christ’s life
and mission with

The Missionary Sisters
of the Assumption

Sr Carmel, 082-543-9778
srcarmelmsa@gmail.com

Become an expression of Christ’s
presence in the world with

The Missionary Sisters
of the Assumption

Sr Carmel, 082-543-9778
srcarmelmsa@gmail.com

Bring Christ’s Good News
to all with

The Missionary Sisters
of the Assumption

Sr Carmel, 082-543-9778
srcarmelmsa@gmail.com

CHRISTMAS DAY 

THE WORD BECAME FLESH AND DWELT AMONG US. JOHN 1: 1-18 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with GOD, and the Word was GOD. He was in the beginning with 
GOD; all things were made through Him, and without Him was nothing made that was made. In Him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
There was a man sent from GOD whose name was John. He came for testimony, to bear witness to the light, that all 
might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness to the light. The true light that enlightens 
every man was coming into the world. He was in the world and the world was made through Him, yet the world knew 
Him not. He came to His own home, and His own people received Him not. But to all who received Him, who believed in 
His name, He gave power to become children of GOD; who were born not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of GOD. And he Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld His 
glory, glory as of the only-begotten Son from the Father. 
(John bore witness to Him, and cried, “This was He of who I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, for He was 
before me.’’’)And from His fullness have we all received, grace upon grace. For the law was given through Moses; grace 
and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen GOD; the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the 
Father; He has made Him known. 

I N H G U O R H T T E H T L E W D B E 
O D W G D E V I E C E R G R O I O G I 
R E D A L T D S S P U W E R N T I R N 
T H N E H O A W T E J W L R A N K S D 
B O S O M W R N I O O D W D R E S O L 
E L H T I O K Y M P G A D E H S O A O 
G G O O D W N A O L I F E T W S R S H 
I O V O T N E E N E V T W B N D J G E 
N L I E D T S C Y M E E A E E D S O B 
N W L F I E S E A U N R T L C S C U E 
I D N A N O E W H R T H U I B S H I F 
N I D T W T W A S T G T F E O E R O O 
G O D H D T E V E I E N U V K M I H R 
C E I E E S U O L T M M L E N O S W E 
O J T R H O L N F U B E L I G H T M A 
U O N L Y B E G O T T E N N T S N O O 
N H N W T O E N L S L I E U S D H S E 
A N R T O R U D E E J E S U S S E E V 
B N A M O N G C K T S O S H I N E S L 

AFTER   DWELT   JOHN   RECEIVED 
AMONG  ENLIGHTENS  LAW   SEEN 
BEFORE   FATHER   LIFE   SENT 
BEGINNING  FLESH   LIGHT   SHINES 
BEHOLD  FULLNESS  MEN   SON 
BELIEVE  GIVEN   MOSES   TESTIMONY 
BLOOD   GLORY   ONLY-BEGOTTEN THROUGH 
BORN   GOD   OWN   TRUE 
BOSOM   GRACE   PEOPLE   WITNESS 
CHRIST   HOME   POWER   WORD 
DARKNESS  JESUS   RANKS   WORLD 
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him, and without him was nothing made that was made. In him was life, and 
the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
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There was a man sent from GOD whose name was John. He came for testi-
mony, to bear witness to the light, that all might believe through him. he was 
not the light, but came to bear witness to the light. The true light that enlight-
ens every man was coming into the world. he was in the world and the world 
was made through him, yet the world knew him not. he came to his own 
home, and his own people received him not. But to all who received him, who 
believed in His name, He gave power to become children of GOD; who were 
born not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of 
GOD. And he Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; 
we have beheld His glory, glory as of the only-begotten Son from the Father.

(John bore witness to him, and cried, “This was he of who I said, ‘he who 
comes after me ranks before me, for He was before me.’’’) And from His full-
ness have we all received, grace upon grace. For the law was given through 
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen GOD; 
the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father; He has made Him 
known.
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CPLO Roundtables 
and Events

South Africa’s International Obligations: The Domestication of the Paris 
Agreement, 19 July 2016. Engaging discussion with youth participants on the Paris Agree-
ment and the way forward for South Africa

Intergenerational Poverty, 28 July 2016. Standing: L-R: Mr Gerald Moore (Research 
Assistant, CPLO), Mr Kevin Roussel, and Ms Lois Law (Researcher, CPLO). Seated. L-R: Ms 
Musa Ngocobo-Mbere, Ms Jaquline Hoorn, Ms Venessa Padayachee, and Mr Elroy Paulus.

The Green Paper on International Migration, 17 August 2016. CPLO, Scalabrini 
Institute, Pastoral Care and Jesuit Institute: Front-runners in the race to a more respon-
sive Migration legislation

Segregated Spaces, 18 August 2016. L-R: Mr Gavin Silber, Mr Bonginkosi Madikizela, 
and Fr Peter-John Pearson (Director, CPLO)

The Local Government Elections: What Now…? 25 August 2016. L-R: Prof. 
Steven Friedman, Fr Anthony Egan and Mr Ebrahim Fakir

Meeting With ANC Chief Whip, Jackson Mthembu, 20 September 2016
L-R: Fr Peter-John Pearson and Mr Jackson Mthembu

St John the Evangelist parish in Fish 
Hoek will again be hosting a 5-a-side 
football tournament on Thursday 27 
April next year (Freedom Day – a 
public holiday in SA). All parishes in 
the Archdiocese are invited to send a 
team, which will play several matches 
under our usual rules, the two most 
important of which are:

- all ages/genders are welcome, but 
teams must always have at least one 
female player on the field;

- no “studded” boots will be allowed 
– tackies or running shoes only.

The event was a great success 
in 2015 and 2016, and we hope 
it will be even more popular next 
year. Previous winners were:

2015 – Corpus Christi (Wynberg)
2016 – Our Lady of the Rosary 

(Hanover Park)
Parishes who are interested in enter-

ing a team in the tournament should 
contact Paul Kilfoil at PaulKilfoil@
gmail.com or 084 438 5400 or 021 
785 5811

Calling all 
football 
players!

The ST JOSEPH’S HOME FOR CHRONICALLY ILL CHILDREN in Montana is currently completing huge reno-
vations to its wards and premises, in excess of R40 million. One of the main intentions is to create child 
friendly wards which will enhance the process of healing. Two women from the southern suburbs have taken 
on the challenge to create an artwork which adds to the homely atmosphere. Ms Thea Patterson, director at 
St Joseph’s commissioned mosaic artist, Michelle Macleod-Smith to design an appropriate mural which could 
be enjoyed by the patients, parents and staff alike. “I knew exactly what I wanted to do,” Michelle says.
She started in June and worked for just more than nine weeks on the “Tree of Life”. She has created a tree of no 
less than 206 individual leaves, sparkling with a variety of colours and designs. Each leaf is different and repre-
sents the uniqueness of every child  that we care for. Michelle has been a mosaic artist for the past 11 years.

LEFT: St Joseph’s recently cel-
ebrated 81 years in caring for 
children from poor backgrounds, 
who are in need of a holistic 
programme (24hr medical care, 
school and rehab and other sup-
port services) as intermediate 
care following the patient’s dis-
charge from one of the acute hos-
pitals in the Western Cape – but 
still needs care prior to returning 
home. A special THANkSGIVING 
MASS was held and the Archbish-
op’s birthday was noted when he 
received a gift: From left is Ethan 
(patient), Archbishop Brislin and 
Thea Patterson, director.
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Update from the Schools’ Office
Catholic School Life
We have all been disturbed by the 

tensions that have surfaced in Basic 
and Higher Education in recent times 
and have encouraged our management 
and governance teams to create safe 
spaces for ref lection and dialogue. 
As Catholic schools we will continue 
to seek ways of promoting an ethos 
of pastoral care, inclusivity and dis-
cipline. You’ll see from our activities 
below that all our energy is directed at 
building strong ethos and leadership 
capacity within our schools.

Ethos and Leadership
Teachers’ Retreat: We started the 

third term on a beautifully ref lective 
note with Fr Zane Godwin lead-
ing our Annual Teachers’ Retreat on 
Saturday 23 July. We delved into the 
Year of Mercy theme and renewed our 
commitment to our teaching voca-
tion.

Religious Educators Forum: Paul 
Faller from National CIE work-
shopped the core RE Curriculum 
with the co-ordinators and facilitated 
a number of Meditation seminars 
within the network. 

Servant Leadership Training: 
A Social Justice Leadership day 
was facilitated by Steven Edwards 
(Lifeteen, Rondebosch) and the 
Edmund Rice Social Justice Desk for 
80 grade 10s from our Catholic high 
schools. Equipped with the theory 
and skills, the learners will now initi-
ate social justice programmes within 
their school communities. We look 
forward to seeing the impact of this 
training. 

RE Quiz: Fifteen junior schools 
participated in our northern and 
southern suburbs RE quiz held on 1 
September.  There was great excite-
ment as the teams raced against the 
clock to answer scripture and faith-
based questions. 

South Cape Training: We hosted 
the second weekend of RE teacher 
training at Carmel in George in 
August and were delighted by the 
enthusiasm of our South Cape col-
leagues.  

Principals’ Forum: We facili-
tated a Year of Mercy Showcase at 
St Michael’s on 25 August with 
Kevin Roussel (CWD), Sr Marie 
Brady (Prison Ministry) and Br Terry 
Dowling (Care of the Earth) sharing 
insights on the Works of Mercy.

Christian Brother, Paul hurly, was 
well known to many in Cape Town. 
Most will remember him for his time 
at St Columba’s, CBC Green Point, 
Holy Cross Maitland and CBC St 
John’s Parklands. After he retired 
from teaching he went on to manage 
the Christian Brothers Centre in Stel-
lenbosch. he spent the past couple of 
years in the Boksburg community. af-
ter a bad fall his health took a turn for 
the worse and he passed away on 22 
September, having spent more than 
60 years as a Christian Brother.

Br Paul hurly is a legend in educa-
tion and was amongst the last of the 
brothers to teach in our Cape Town 
schools, marking the end of an era 
that many still lament. I taught with 
Paul (as he insisted on being called) 
at St Columba’s and St John’s and re-
member him as a creative, dynamic 
and passionate teacher. he was able 
to blend an ‘old school’ work ethic 
and classroom rigour with an innova-
tive and progressive pedagogy. Like 
all, he had his shortcomings. He didn’t 
suffer fools gladly but his bark was 
often worse than his bite. and when 
he stepped into the classroom he 
was phenomenal! A brilliant Language 
teacher and the very best religious 
education teacher I have ever known. 
and I will always be grateful for the 
formative role he played in my life in 
mentoring me as a re teacher and 
Edmund Rice Society animator. 

I first met him in the 1980s when he 
was working for the Catholic Insti-
tute of education. Part of his port-
folio included facilitating retreats for 
students and staff. he challenged us 
to expand our understanding of Jesus 
and the scriptures, often shocking 
the more conservative sensitivities. 
he introduced many re teachers to 
a life-giving Christology that became 
foundational to the way we taught re, 
thus enriching the re experience for 
generations to come. he was always 
pedantic about the place of re in 
the school day. This period was sac-
rosanct and no teacher would dare 
to suggest that RE be short-changed 
for other academic pursuits. Today, 
we can thank visionaries like Paul, for 
helping us to claim and protect this 
distinctive characteristic of Catholic 
education.

Upon the opening of St John’s Park-
lands, Paul was insistent that an ed-
mund Rice Society be established. I 
was not in the school during that first 
year, but he relentlessly badgered me 
until we got a vibrant society up and 
running. and once again, edmund rice 
Society time was sacrosanct. No oth-
er extra-mural would be allowed to 
encroach upon this ‘holy ground’. All 
would acknowledge that the strength 
of the edmund rice charism enjoyed 
at the school today, was laid by the 
zeal of this man – often dogged and 
uncompromising, but always in the 

best interests of Catholic education.

Paul served as a mentor and on many 
occasions a good friend. Many memo-
ries come to mind: Paul accompany-
ing me on the long drives to the ed-
mund Rice Society rallies in the Free 
State; Paul thundering about at night 
when the students wouldn’t settle 
on camps; Paul animatedly teaching 
Shakespeare in the classroom; but 
mostly Paul chatting with groups of 
kids during our break times at St Co-
lumba’s and St John’s – with a twinkle 
in his eye and an expression of pure 
joy on his face.

Br hurly certainly made his mark. he 
set the bar high and Catholic educa-
tion benefitted. I know that his legacy 
will live on in the countless lives that 
he touched and shaped.

Evona Rebelo
Catholic Schools’ Office

Echoing the Word: 26 teachers com-
pleted the ten-part accredited training 
course for Religious Educators and 
received their certificates at a beauti-
ful ceremony on 15 October.  

Leading for Learning Conference: 
Fifteen delegates attended the 
Leading for Learning Conference in 
Johannesburg during the School holi-
days. An excellent line-up of inter-
national speakers presented topical 
papers ranging from education law to 
resourcing in rural schools.  

Networking Activities:
Choir Festival: We experienced a 

musical feast at the City Hall on 
28 August and 23 October with 25 
schools treating us to a selection of 
choral pieces. The afternoon reached 
a crescendo with the massed choir 
performing a delightful Abba medley. 

Sports Festival:  Seventeen schools 
participated in a Sports’ Festival held 
at St Joseph’s Marist College on 
Heritage Day celebrating the Greek 
maxim, ‘A healthy mind in a healthy 
body’. It was a great day of fun and 
participation for our learners.

We’d like to thank the Catholic 
Schools Co-ordinating Council for 
all their hard work. Their sense of 
‘the common good’ is an inspiration 
to all.  

A lifetime of service to Catholic 
Education:

We would like to honour two 
Principals who will be retiring at the 
end of this year – Gloria Naidoo from 
St Anthony’s, Heathfield and Marlene 
Swanepoel from Holy Cross, Bellville. 
These ladies have given their lives to 
teaching and have enriched the lives 
of thousands of learners. Their com-
mitment has inspired many to choose 
teaching as a vocation and we are 
deeply appreciative for all that they 
have done for Catholic Education.

Farewell Br Hurly

Br Paul hurly

echoing the Word Course

Massed choir at 
the City hall

Teachers’ 
retreat

Sports’ Festival
re Quiz

South Cape 
re Training

Principals’ Forum

gloria Naidoo

Marlene Swanepoel

On Sunday 28 August 2016, a com-
munity-based inter-denominational 
Walk for Peace took to the streets of 
Scottsdene near Kraaifontein.

The clergy and members of the 
churches of St Anthony (Kraaifontein), 
St Owen (Scottsdene) and St 
Kevin (Brackenfell) were joined by 
the Anglican church of St Mary 
(Kraaifontein), the  Church of God 
of SA and members of the Lofdal 
Restoration Centre (under the leader-
ship of Ulrich Strauss) in a peaceful 
march, where prayers were offered up 
in humble worship and thanksgiving.

Scottsdene and its surrounding areas 
have been plagued with an increase in 
violence, drug abuse and gangsterism. 
In his address to the 150+ crowd, 
Captain Niemand of the Kraaifontein 
SAPS congratulated the group for 
bringing their religion and faith out of 
the churches and onto the streets, and 
showing their solidarity with those 
caught up between the social tragedies 
that have a grip on our neighbour-
hoods. He noted that the songs of 
praise and prayers offered up along 
the roads walked may be the only 
Gospel messages heard by some of the 
residents of these neighbourhoods. 
The Gospel needs to be brought to 
the people. 

He asked that the community 

Scottsdene Walk for Peace

remain positive in their efforts to 
destroy the evils of the world and to 
support the SAPS in their efforts to 
combat crime. In aiming for the stars, 
the community can reach the moon 
and succeed. Captain Niemand and 
the local CPF have given their sup-
port to any future Walks of Peace for 
our neighbourhoods.   

Mr Denver Dreyer, one of the event 
organizers, asked that through the 
prayers of the community the “City 
be Won for Jesus”. The community 
was urged to pick up their cross and to 
follow in the footsteps of Jesus.   

As a community, the Catholic 
Church of Kraaifontein / Scottsdene 
are still mourning the death of one of 

their youth members, Carlos Basson, 
a student of Scottsdene High School 
who was stabbed to death on the 
playground on 11 February 2016.

Continued prayers and social 
involvement are requested from all 
members of the community to drive 
out the cancers of drugs and violence. 

Lynn Russouw

If my people, which are called by 
my name, shall humble themselves, 
and pray, and seek my face, and 
turn from their wicked ways; then 
will I hear from heaven, and will 
forgive their sin, and will heal their 
land – 2 Chronicles 7:14

Inter-denominational Walk for Peace in 
Scottsdene, near kraaifontein
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Introducing our Catholic NGOs and Programmes

Our Vision: Productive and caring rural communities living 
with dignity

Rural Development Support Program (RDSP) is an Associate 
Body of the Southern African Catholic Bishops’ Conference 

(SACBC) and has been building the capacity of rural com-
munities in South Africa since 1992. Over more than 24 

years we have created, tested and delivered a range of 
support services designed to contribute to the building 

up of a rural infrastructure. With half of our population classified as non-urban, 
rural development is of utmost importance to the future sustainability of our 
country. rural communities need to be assisted in finding sustainable solutions to 
their pressing needs.

RDSP works primarily with rural community-based organisations (CBOs) and 
small groups in need of skills training, organisational development, mentorship 
and exposure. We work to strengthen civil society within rural areas and to assist 
in creating community leadership. Most of the organisations we work with strug-
gle to access training opportunities, require assistance in organisational skills and 
are under-resourced, often existing in a permanent state of crisis management.

Target Group 
Our programs, through long-term capacity building, aim to meet the needs of 
rural CBos and community initiatives. The CBos we work with tend to include 
the following:

Small-scale agriculture or food garden groups.• 
Organisations providing AIDS awareness, home-based care or working with • 
OVCs.
Income-generation projects.• 
Gender-based violence initiatives.• 
Organisations working with Youth.• 
Diocesan CBO and Parish Pastoral Councils• 

 The advantage of our organisation is that we are able to work with our target 
group in two ways – by responding directly to community requests and by offer-
ing training and mentoring programmes in a particular geographic area or sector 
and inviting people from our network to participate. So we have a responsive and 
proactive approach. In a recent assessment of RDSP, Margie Keeton described us 
as “…a well established ‘niche’ NGO that has developed an appropriate method-
ology and operating style for dealing with a most challenging area of development 
– support for survivalist community organisations…The resulting model is a sur-
prisingly robust one – a small group of experienced, like-minded professionals 
who work well together and whose ‘light’ and flexible overheads enable them to 
reach and work in any part of South Africa, as required.”

RURAL DEVELOPMENT SUPPORT PROGRAM

Should you wish to know more about RDSP, please contact our office on 021 462 
4555 or email jacket@rdsp.co.za

Registered PBO 930001418 Non-Profit Organisation 010-190NPO
Verified BEE Compliant – Level 2, Black Woman Owned

RDSP is an Associate Body of the Southern African Catholic Bishops’ Conference 
(SACBC)

100 Years of Excellence
St Anthony’s R.C. Primary School

1916-2016
Celebrating this milestone began 
with a school Mass on 13 June 2015, 
concelebrated by Fr Roy Isaac SDB, 
Fr Julius Masaiti CSsR, assistant 
priest at Holy Redeemer and Fr Hugh 
O’Connor,  vicar for education. Every 
child was presented with a centenary 
badge, blessed by Fr Hugh, to wear 
throughout the year.

At our centenary Mother’s Day 
breakfast at Holy Redeemer parish 
hall, we hosted 100 guests, mainly 
past teachers and parents, to celebrate 
our 100 years. Fond memories were 
shared and an ex-pupil, Mr Sydney 
Carter, 82, spoke very proudly of his 
first years at the school.

For the children, the June 2016 
celebrations included a day of dressing 
up “like old people”, but the highlight 
was the once in a lifetime “three days 
of fun”. Day 1 was a day of outdoor 
fun with much excitement, where 
children and teachers participated 

in the novelty activities of hopping, 
crawling, and wiggling over and under 
equipment; free centenary t-shirts 
were issued on day 2 and the much 
appreciated goodie bag was welcomed 
on day 3.

We, the staff and School Governing 
Body (SGB), had the privilege of host-
ing a Centenary Celebratory Dinner 
with past teachers and SGB members, 
as well as representatives from the 
Holy Cross Sisters, Redemptorist 
Community, Catholic Schools’ Office, 
Catholic Schools’ Board and WCED 
officials as an expression of our heart-
felt gratitude for the service that they 
continue to offer to our school, St 
Anthony’s R.C. Primary.

Our celebrations will conclude with 
a Centenary Mass at Holy Redeemer 
Parish, Bergvliet on Wednesday 9 
November at 19.00 with Archbishop 
Stephen Brislin as the main celebrant. 
All are welcome.

ABOVE: Posing in our centenary T-shirts; 
LEFT: A day of dressing up like old people

At the 
Foot of 
the Cross
The night is so long
I toss and turn
From hurts and burdens of the day
I seek his presence
I beg his grace and power

Possess this heart and mind,
and take control of all my empty fears
For already he has borne my weight
of treachery and sin

and see, he paid the debt
Through pain and blood
how easily he tamed the raging sea
and turned darkness into light

He beckons “Come to me….”
all who fear the night
There will I find release and peace
When I calmly lay all raging dreams
at the foot of the cross

Tlalane Manciya

St kizito 
News
We were able to partner with 
Samaritan’s Feet to distribute shoes 
to some of the children within our 
programme.  As a result, on Saturday 
30 July 2016, 22 children from our 
Lentegeur Group received new shoes. 
Before receiving the new shoes each 
child had his/her feet washed by a 
volunteer. During this time the vol-
unteer was able to deliver the message 
of Jesus to the child. 

This was a spiritually rewarding 
experience for all our volunteers and 
many were humbled by the experi-
ence. After handing over the shoes all 
the children were treated to a hotdog, 
fruit, an Easter egg and juice. The 
children were delighted with their 
new shoes and many of them removed 
them, so as to not dirty them during 
the walk home!

Recently a volunteer noticed that 
a high school child was no longer 
attending school on a regular basis. 
She also noticed that his shoes were 
old and worn. Through a donor she 
was able to give the young man a 
new pair of shoes and was happy to 
report that he now attends school on 
a regular basis. St Kizitio Children’s 
Programme strives to provide new 
school shoes and uniforms to the 
children within our movement, on 
an annual basis, so as to ensure their 
continual attendance at school.  

The St Kizito Children’s Programme 
is a parish based response to orphaned 
and vulnerable children. Our current 
drive is to provide essential toiletries 
to identified households in need, espe-
cially those with female adolescents. 
Should you wish to contribute towards 
this or any of our other projects please 
refer to our contact details below:

Wayne Golding & Sonia Mc Shane
Telephone: 021 782 2880, 082 301 

9385. Email: info@stkizito.org.za
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Holy SpiriT CENTrE

Welcomes ALL Church / School Groups
(Alpha, Confirmation, RCIA, Bible Study, etc)
for Retreats, Conferences, Study, or whatever

161A Coronation Road Maitland / PO Box 925 Maitland 7405

We offer accommodation, good food, conference rooms for 100 people, 
a garden, a chapel… and much love and hospitality.

ALL AT LOW, EASY RATES

BOOk EARLY: Manager: 021 510 2988 or 083 723 0293
Public telephone: 021 510 0188. Fax: 021 510 7699. 

E-mail: hscentre@telkomsa.net

This is The hQ of The Cape CaTholiC CharismaTiC renewal 

(Totally Renovated)

HERMITAGE COTTAGE
A self-catering cottage with two bedrooms available for silent prayer, 
retreats and quiet study.

The cottage is set in a forest with a natural spring
and close to the mountains and the sea.
Preference is given to those wanting to stay                                        

for three days or more.

The Grail Centre
Kleinmond, Western Cape
Tel: (028) 271 3410
E-mail: grailadm@mweb.co.za

Maseti

Pilgrimage to Portugal & Spain 
21 – 30 May 2017

Led by Archbishop Stephen Brislin
Contact Gail at info@fowlertours.co.za

or 076 352-3809 or 021 551-3923 
www.fowlertours.co.za/fatima

Go with THE SOUTHERN CROSS to 
Fatima • Lisbon • Coimbra • Avila • Madrid and more

100 YEARS FATIMA

Project2_Layout 1  2016/09/18  12:58 PM  Page 1

On Tuesday, 9 August 2016, the MEN FOR CHANGE at St Mary Magdalene Church in Lentegeur arrived at their parish at 6.30am to prepare an English breakfast for the women 
who came to Mass later that morning. The men prepared and served 147 women and 23 men with breakfast that morning. In total, 10 kilograms bacon, eight trays of eggs, eight 
kilograms of viennas, 11 tins of baked beans, 500g of tomato, coffee, tea, sugar and 20 litres of juice was donated by the Men for Change for this occasion – Jacob Eiman

Year of Mercy Mission
A Year of Mercy Mission was held at St Pius X Church, Plumstead by Fr Gary 
George CSsR from 3-8 September 2016. There was an 8.30am Mass on Monday, 
Tuesday & Wednesday, and each evening there was a Mission Service at 7.30pm. The 
themes were: Monday: The Merciful Father (Our Image of God); Tuesday: The Heal-
ing Presence of Jesus (Healing Service); Wednesday: The Forgiving Power of Holy 
Spirit (Confession);  and Thursday: The Eucharistic Gift of Mercy (Mass).
Above: Fr Gary preaching at the Tuesday evening service; and be-
low, an anointing during the healing service

Professor Brian Willliams (pictured here with Archbishop Brislin) conducted a workshop on opting for peace 
as a way of life at the APC meeting on 20 August 2016. PPC Chairpersons were given the opportunity of re-
defining peace and looking for ways of implementing this in their parishes. Prof. Williams is available to do 
similar workshops at parish level. 

Archdiocesan Pastoral Council

Question and Answer time with the Archbishop at the APC meeting
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Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Durbanville
Fr Michael van Heerden

21 April – 1 May

Grassy Park Parish
Fr Benjamin Ngade MSFS

9 days – June

Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Retreat
Fr Tyrone Sam CSsR
9 days – September

Our Lady Help of Christians, Lansdowne
Fr Eoin Farrelly SDB

October School Holidays

Ecclesia Called By Name launch

What does ALPHA YOUTH 
do? We provide assistance, training 
and resources to Churches and or-
ganizations in order to equip them 

to run (Youth) Alpha in a number of different 
contexts. 

Website: www.southafrica.alpha.org

What does 
CATHOLIC 
LEADERSHIP 
ACADEMY do?
We train Leaders. 
Currently our focus is 
on youth leaders.

Website: www.
catholicleadership

academy.com

What does the 
CATECHETICS 
TEAM do?
We support the min-
istry of Catechesis in 
the archdiocese by:
1) Training and forma-
tion

2) Developing and providing materials
3) Network and support in parishes
4) Providing opportunities for spiritual growth
5) Collaborating with other ministries and 

organizations
Website: www.adct.org.za

What does CATHOLIC 
SCHOOLS OFFICE do?
We provide a range of education 
services to our schools, including 
training and formation to gov-
ernors, school managers, teach-
ers and learners. Central to our 

work is the provision of ethos and religious education 
programmes. We also facilitate conferences, retreats 
and seminars.  

We believe that through our religious education pro-
grammes, liturgical celebrations, pastoral care and social 
justice initiatives, young people are offered the possibil-
ity of an encounter and relationship with Jesus Christ.

our network is diverse and offers teachers and learn-
ers the opportunity to experience inclusivity and de-
velop the heart of the servant leader.

Website: www.catholicschoolsoffice-ct-com

What does CATHOLIC 
WELFARE & 
DEVELOPMENT do?
CWD focuses on: early 
childhood, family, trauma and 
healing, counselling, training  

             and education, disaster relief.

What does EDMUND 
RICE CAMPS do?
We run camps for children, 
youth and families from margin-
alized communities. We focus on 
developing an increased sense of 
self-worth, confidence and hope 
in children living in poverty, of-
ten with violence and abuse at 
home. We rely on the participa-
tion of young adult volunteers, 
and as part of our program 
we offer them opportunities 
for growth and development 
through accredited training.

We reach out to: orphans with 
HIV/AIDS; Children affected 
by violence, alcoholism, abuse, 
neglect and abandonment; Chil-
dren effected by extreme pov-
erty; refugee children.

Website: www.edmundrice-
camps.org.za

What does the EDMUND 
RICE JUSTICE DESk do?
“our purpose is to empower, edu-
cate, and equip a global society, so 
that they may enjoy the full realisa-
tion of their human rights in order 
to become active agents of change. 

We offer specialised workshops on human rights and so-
cial justice to schools, communities, parishes, government 
departments and civil society who wish to be agents of 
change. This includes education on what human rights 
are, awareness raising on human rights violations and 
tools to equip individuals / groups on how to defend, 
protect and demand human rights. We are able to facili-
tate individualised training that deals with specific needs, 
challenges or violations in a community. additionally we 
run Justice and advocacy Campaigns to raise awareness 
on specific human rights violations and injustices; do hu-
man rights lobbying along with research and submissions 
to The UN Economic and Social Council; and mentor 
vulnerable youth in our In-Reach programme. We facili-
tate the Youth Ambassadors Project in various schools 
and co-run run the Umoyo Project with differently abled 
people in Khayelitsha.”     Website: www.ernsa.org

What does EDUCATION 
FOR LIFE do?
1) Mobilises youth into action 
in their parishes, involve them in 
peer educational programmes 
that are Church/Parish friendly, 

and supports establishment of parish youth 
groups.

2)  Brings youth from different backgrounds and 
communities together.

3)  Conducting youth camps/workshops that involve 
young people at parish level. Target groups: Pre-
teens.

What does 
kOLPING 
SOCIETY OF 
SOUTH 
AFRICA do?
KSA is a membership 

organization which provides a safe space 
in which members are offered opportuni-
ties to put their faith into action through 
1) Marriage and family life, 2) Work and 
profession, 3) Church State and Society, 4)
Culture and recreation.

KSA has three foundations on which the 
four pillars above are built, which is the 
1) The Gospel of Jesus Christ, 2) The So-
cial Teachings of the Catholic Church, 3) 
The Life and Philosophy of Blessed adolph 
Kolping.

The Programmes offered by KSA is a 1) 
Work opportunity Program for unem-
ployed youth from 18 – 35 years, 2) Youth 
Exchange Program, 3) Young Mothers Pro-
gram and 4) Early Childhood Development.

Website: www.kolpingsa.co.za

What do SALESIAN 
LIFE CHOICES do?
We invest in youth to tackle ine-
quality, providing comprehensive 
and long-term services in Family 
Stability, Health, Education, Lead-
ership and employment. 

We offer four interventions in 
the Cape Flats communities:

Family Affairs – An inter-
vention that assists parents/
guardians to re-discover them-
selves and their families. 

Health4Life – A health pro-
motion intervention providing 
one-on-one services to youth 
in schools and communities. 

Leaders’ Quest – A three 
year intervention working with 
youth in the last two years of 
high school and post matric. 

New Ventures Studio – 
an eight week entrepreneur-
ship course plus one year incu-
bator, assisting young people to 
start their own enterprises.

Website: www.lifechoices.co.za

What does LIFE 
TEEN do?
Life Teen International is a 
movement of the Holy Spirit 
that provides Catechetical 
and evangelization resources, 
training and events, to teen-

agers and leaders of teenagers in the Catholic 
Church. 

In South Africa Life Teen is used by many par-
ishes as their preparation for Confirmation 
with a strong focus on the eucharist, building 
relationships with teens and sharing the Faith 
in a relatable, engaging way.

Website: www.lifeteen.org.za

What do RURAL DE-
VELOPMENT SUP-
PORT PROGRAM do?
RDSP does capacity building 
through providing training, or-

ganisational development sessions, mentoring and 
support of organisations. Within the Western Cape, 
RDSP has been building the capacity of rural youth 
organisations as well personal development of those 
working with youth. These have been done through 
the facilitation of refocus camps, leadership training 
and providing mentorship. RDSP provides training in 
Gender Based Violence - exploring the impact this has 
on children and how to combat and deal with the 
effect on children – going as far as looking at alcohol 
and substance abuse and how this relates to GBV.            
 Website: www.rdsp.co.za

What does SALESIAN 
INSTITUTE YOUTH 
PROJECTS do?
1. Offer vocational classes for 
older youth such as tiling, lami-
nated flooring, bricklaying, PC 
repair, computer literacy and 

office management.
2.  Help youth with the training and documents 

needed to find employment in the fishing in-
dustry.

3.  Building confidence and creating possibilities 
through activities such as surfing, hiking and 
drumming.

4.  Classes for children and youth who dropped 
out of school or did not pass matric and offer 
to them literacy, numeracy, emotional support 
and life coping skills as well as hard skills such 
welding, woodcraft, panel beating, sewing and 
crafts.

What does 
SCHOEN-
STATT GIRLS 
YOUTH do?
We offer fun days 
for girls between 8 
& 13 and girls over 

13. We run winter camps for high school 
girls. We offer leadership training for high 
school girls who wish to become leaders 
of the Schoenstatt Girls. Girls of similar 
age groups come together for regular 
meetings engaging in topics of interest.
Website: schoenstattsouthafrica.org.za

What does ST kIZITO CHIL-
DREN’S PROGRAMME do?
Our mission is to support community-
based (parish) responses to orphans and 
vulnerable children (OVC) in order to en-
sure that the physical, emotional, intellectu-
al, psychological, social and spiritual needs 
of vulnerable children are met. although 
an outreach of the Catholic church, SKCP 
embraces children from all sectors of the 
community, irrespective of their religious 
beliefs.      Website: www.stkizito.org.za

What does the YOUTH 
CHAPLAINCY team do?
We offer support, training and 
networking opportunities to all 
parish youth groups/leaders in 
the archdiocese with a focus on 
evangelisation. We aim to fos-

ter and nurture effective ministry in each parish. We 
run ministry and leadership training courses, produce 
and promote faith-sharing resources, keep records of 
youth groups/leaders and contact info, organize dioc-
esan youth get-togethers, run an annual camp, assist at 
parish youth events and camps, run evangelical retreats 
for youth groups and schools, frequently communicate 
relevant info to parishes, and pray for ministries in the 
diocese.              Website: www.adct.org.za

CATHOLIC
YOUTH

NETWORk
 -2016-

Website: 
www.cwd.org.za

The new Ecclesia season Called By Name was launched at Springfield Convent last month. The new format 
includes beginning with a combined parish meal at which the priest shares his own personal call. All 
participants are encouraged to examine their own relationship with God and his call in their lives.
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ARCHDIOCESAN SECOND COLLECTIONS 

Please Note: The above figures represent deposits made up until the end of September 2016

PARISH NAME PETER’S PENCE OPUS SANCTI PETRI
2015 2016 2015 2016

athlone 2,050.00 1,990.00 1,150.00 1,370.00

atlantis 185.00 484.70 185.00 430.70

Belgravia 1,213.30 867.15 1,483.25 951.25

Belhar 2,345.00 1,620.00 1,118.55 1,294.00

Bellville 4,320.00 3,290.00 3,750.00 2,690.00

Bonteheuwel 1,100.00 587.90 812.80 334.50

Bothasig 3,830.85 8,694.90 3,223.10 6,560.00

Brackenfell 2,124.60 2,510.00 1,979.40 3,451.35

Bridgetown 560.00 590.00 310.00 455.00

Camps Bay 1,915.00 2,063.00 1,720.00 2,099.00

Cathedral 3,521.70 1,850.00 3,287.30 1,172.50

Claremont 2,502.00 3,131.10 2,800.70 2,005.30

Constantia 4,710.00 4,337.50 4,680.00 6,110.00

Delft 450.00 380.00

District Six 419.00 509.90 500.00 439.20

Durbanville 6,793.80 8,171.30 2,180.00 6,611.30

Elsie’s River 1,035.00 1,657.50 1,208.00 940.00

Factreton 1,056.60 1,267.70 680.40

Fish hoek 1,599.40 1,538.00 973.20 3,251.20

goodwood 2,088.00 2,331.00 2,710.00 2,351.00

grassy Park 2,461.00 1,700.00 1,391.00

green Point 1,770.00 4,010.00 2,270.00 2,770.00

gugulethu 667.50 527.50 527.50

hanover Park 1,890.00 2,280.00 1,460.00

heathfield 6,090.00 5,538.00 5,770.35 5,867.00

hermanus 2,580.10 2,497.50 144.00

hout Bay 1,583.70 1,622.80 1,093.00 1,580.00

Khayelitsha QoA 250.00 150.00 180.00

Khayeltisha St R 760.00 690.00 575.00 370.00

Kleinvlei 1,465.00 2,213.00 1,716.50 1,844.00

Koelenhof 313.00 284.20 403.90 195.20

Kommetjie 1,981.90 2,188.90 1,474.70 1,696.90

Kraaifontein 1,591.45 1,846.10 1,943.55 1,510.60

Kuils River 2,070.00 2,891.20 2,115.10 1,830.00

Lambert’s Bay 124.00 268.00 194.00 297.00

Langa 757.30 246.00 590.00 740.00

Lansdowne 6,461.25 5,950.90 4,877.65 5,767.60

Lavistown 2,075.00 1,410.00 1,502.00

Lentegeur 3,261.10 2,674.60 3,040.30 2,494.90

Maitland 2,569.30 3,525.30 1,778.30 3,061.46

Malmesbury 465.90 310.20 322.00 329.00

Manenberg 686.75 667.40 352.60 721.20

Matroosfontein 2,090.00 2,330.00 1,602.00 1,610.00

Milnerton 1,900.00 2,170.00 1,760.00 4,180.00

Mowbray 3,087.90 2,544.60 2,494.50 2,553.90

Newlands 3,721.60 3,368.00 4,220.70 3,464.10

Nyanga 360.00

observatory 506.00 520.00 271.00 333.20

overberg 1,939.20 1,414.60 879.50

Paarl 4,419.80 4,156.00 2,483.90 3,427.80

Parow 4,040.00 4,000.00 3,000.00 3,200.00

Parow Valley 2,750.00 2,438.00 2,080.00

Pinelands 2,283.70 2,532.50 2,488.50 2,566.20

Plumstead 4,935.80 4,771.30 4,524.70 4,165.50

Portuguese 496.70 561.70 508.95 607.00

retreat 1,935.00 1,430.00 1,340.00

rocklands 1,409.00 1,287.00 984.00 1,252.00

rondebosch 7,496.60 9,148.70 6,888.00 8,433.00

Sea Point 3,200.00 3,300.00 2,300.00 2,500.00

Simon’s Town 3,653.00 2,570.00 1,200.00 600.00

Somerset West 5,060.35 4,430.30 3,592.80 4,560.70

St James 1,810.10 2,006.70 1,888.10 1,870.80

Steenberg 2,250.40 2,428.70 2,256.70 2,152.00

Stellenbosch 2,693.60 2,833.15 3,158.45 3,115.80

Strand 7,620.00 4,380.00 2,510.00 2,100.00

Strandfontein 2,940.00 2,430.00 2,440.00 2,910.00

Table View 16,350.00 16,470.00 9,710.00 13,830.00

Tafelsig 515.70 470.30 481.30 496.40

Vredenburg 1,859.90 2,027.00 1,574.60 2,729.80

Welcome estate 1,497.70 1,050.70 520.00 1,192.50

Westridge 1,400.00 2,200.00 1,500.00 2,000.00

Woodstock 1,010.00 500.00 700.00 500.00

Wynberg 5,051.80 4,782.80 3,180.00 4,560.00

TOTALS      R 185,977.35 181,010.70 137,991.05 162,426.26

The history
The Marriage Encounter movement 

has its roots in the USA. After expe-
riencing a weekend with other couples 
and priests in the USA in 1977, Fr 
Chuck Gallagher, and Wolfgang and 
Daisy Losken were inspired to bring the 
concept home to South Africa. After 
much deliberation the soil was tilled 
and the groundwork prepared to plant 
the seeds of the movement in African 
soil, with the first sprouts emerging 
in Mariannhill, Natal where the first 
Marriage Encounter weekend took 
place from 30 March-1 April 1978. 

To date, the movement has been 
rolled out across the country and is 
universally known as a ministry that 
serves to preserve the sacrament of 
marriage as taught in the gospels. 
Marriage Encounter South Africa 
owes much debt to the early pre-
senters, both priests and laity from 
America and Ireland, who toiled 
under the African sun to establish the 
movement and secure its place as a 
marriage ministry that serves to heal, 
bond and strengthen marriages.

What it is?
A Marriage Encounter weekend 

takes place in a spiritual setting with 
an ordained priest and three present-
ing couples – the spiritual Father 
of the f lock in attendance to help 
order each session in an atmosphere 
of prayer, love, patience and respect. 
Couples experience a safe environ-
ment where their privacy is respected. 
All presentations are given to the 
group as a whole. After each presenta-
tion, the couple have time for their 
own personal discussion. There is 
no group discussion or sharing. The 
program is aimed at husbands and 
wives who sincerely seek to be better 

loving spouses for and to each other; 
it is for married couples who feel or 
have a sense that they are lacking in 
some area of emotional bonding, love 
and communication in their spousal 
relationship. The program is aimed 
at re-establishing respectful com-
munication lines that are practiced 
daily. Marriage encounter is for any 
married husband and wife, couple or 
priest who wish to invigorate their 
relationship so as to bring joy to 
their marriage and family life and 
prevent a deterioration of their marital 
bond of love, respect and affection for 
each other. On weekends, couples and 
priests can deepen and enrich their 
lives no matter how long they have 
been married or ordained.

On-going formation
One weekend is certainly not suf-

ficient to bring about a complete reju-
venation to a relationship and as such 
on-going work and prayer is required 
which takes the form of follow up 
“love circles.” 

What it is not
Marriage encounter is not a retreat 

or counselling program for marriages 
that are hurting. Couples who find 
themselves in the latter predicament 
are encouraged to contact their local 
parish priest or secretary for details 
of retrouvaille a program that seeks to 
address hurting marriages.

Sleep in or sleep out options
The traditional preferred Marriage 

Encounter weekends which generally 
starts on a Friday evening with couples 
sleeping in at the venue and ending 
on a Sunday has been supplemented 
by a sleep out format. Couples, who 
for practical reasons are not able to 
be away from home after hours, are 
now able to attend sleep out sessions, 

i.e., they go home at the end of the 
day’s session on a Saturday and return 
on a Sunday morning to complete 
the weekend program. This schedule 
allows for the program to be offered at 
a local parish level at a much reduced 
cost for couples. We had a very suc-
cessful sleep-out weekend in June this 
year, and aim to have more next year 
as well as our sleep-in weekends.

Praise and thanks
Much praise and thanks for God’s 

grace and merciful love for the many 
men and women who unselfishly sac-
rifice themselves and their families 
to preserve and grow the sacrament 
of marriage at a time when marriages 
are under threat, and holding our 
motto high and in their hearts “Love 
one another as I have loved you” John 
15:12

If you think that you or your parish 
or a married couple you know could 
benefit from this program, feel free to 
contact Graham and Patuele Maart 
at  +27 84 502 3805 / Neil and Janice 
Fortes at +27 81 355 1304 for more 
information. 

“Lord Jesus Christ, I give you my 
heart. I give you my spouse’s heart. Help 
me to feel your love for me. Help me to 
share that love with my spouse. When I 
look at my spouse and my eyes fill with 
pain, anger, and hurt, help me to see 
my spouse through your eyes. When my 
heart is corrupted with bitterness and 
resentment, help me to love my spouse 
with your heart. Make me anew. Make 
my marriage anew. Holy family pray for 
me. I commit my marriage to your good 
counsel and guidance. Intercede for me. 
Inspire me. Challenge me. Encourage 
me.” – When divorce is not an option, 
by Dr Gregory K. Popcak.

Henry Sylvester

Encounter Your Marriage

Organised by the Durbanville parish ladies, women from across the Archdiocese experienced a Spirit-filled, 
prayerful, and fun weekend together at Manyana Retreat Centre in Paarl on 9-11 September 2016

Archbishop Brislin and both Vicars General enjoyed a social evening with the Deacons and their wives at 
Pinelands Parish hall on September 30.

Growing in Grace 
Ladies’ Weekend
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This year the dream of Sister 
Monica Shanley, a Loreto 

Sister, and Rosaleen Hegarty from 
Crana Knits (an Irish company) to 
bring an Irish Cottage Industry 
supplying jerseys, scarves etc. to the 
American market, started becom-
ing a reality.

Sister Monica raised money 
from school friends for f lights to 
Ireland for two people from CWD 
to be trained in this knitting cot-
tage industry. This year we sent 
Nosisana Ngetu (Khayelitsha 
Centre Manager) and Labeekah 
Peters (Tafelsig Centre Manager) 

to Ireland for training. The result: 
21 women from Tafelsig and Elsie’s 
River have been supplied with wool 
and market access to start 21 indi-
vidual businesses. 

They are all professional knitters 
and have started training on spe-
cific knitting patterns which they 

could supply the American market 
with through this cottage industry. 
Coming soon, local supporters of 
CWD will also be able to purchase 
these knits through our online shop.

On the same “fashion” note… 
BRAND NEW PROJECT, our 
in-house Cutters, Makers and 

Trimmers, which employs women 
from Cape Town’s crumbling tex-
tile industry exhibits garments they 
have made for South African-born 
designer Lungiswa Joe in Paris. The 
garments will be on display for f ive 
days during a fashion workshop that 
the designer will be attending.

CWD celebrates • 
the season of crea-
tion of GCCM

CWD participated in • 
two Catholic Youth 
Network meetings.

CWD Executive • 
Director gave a 
keynote talk on 
Global Civil Society 
issues to the SA 
Philanthropy Network

Staff attended the • 
Misereor Planning, 
Monitoring and 
Evaluation Workshop 
at Schoenstatt.

Athlone Cultural Hub has been abuzz with music – from music lessons 
offered to children from a school in the area to renowned Jazz Artists from 
the Cape Flats. Our first jazz event was an intimate session from artists 
Mervyn Africa, Errol Dyers and guest Trudy Rushin. 

From seeing pics on our FaceBook page another organisation, PACSA 
(Pietermaritzburg Agency for Community Social Action), invited us to 
join the jazz festival in Pietermaritzburg. It is for this reason that in part-
nership with PACSA our Arts and Culture officer will be attending the 
Pietermaritzburg Music Festival later this year. On the night of “Sketches 
of Cape Town” CWD Executive Director, Kevin Roussel, stated that “the 
world has lawyers, politicians and clever people. This is why we do music, 
because the world needs listeners”.

Former CWD photographer Justin 
Sullivan and current photographer 
Megan Damons were exhibited in 
Berlin last year for their photographic 
interpretation of “FeesMustFall”. 
This year, it is not just our pics that 
are overseas, but our people are also 
exhibiting the best of CWD in the 
international arena. 

Megan Damon is part of an alumni 
of photographers and will join other 
alumni on a fully funded media study 
tour in Germany.

Operations manager George Rose 
and mom, Muriel Rose (a long term 
CWD supporter), visited Italy on a 
study tour of Operations at the Holy 
See.

IN BRIEF

From Buncrana, Ireland to Elsie’s River, South Africa

Taking Africa to the Nations and 
bringing the Nations to Africa

ABOVE: Photo by George Rose 
during Italy visit

LEFT: CWD photographer Megan 
Damon in Germany for a media 
conference

BELOW: The Rose family 
celebrates the New Year in Italy

aThlone CulTural hub
SkETCHES OF AFRICA

Musicians Errol Dyers, Trudy Rushin and Mervyn Africa with CWD 
operations manager, programme manager and executive director

Mervyn Africa on piano

21 Women from Tafelsig and Elsie’s River have started knitting for this cottage industry A sample of the knitted items that will be made


