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Bicentennial celebration of the
Church in southern Africa
I
n June 2018 Catholics in southern
Africa will celebrate the bicentenary of the establishment of the
Catholic Church in our region.
The Archdiocesan News hopes to
present the planning and events that
lead up to this celebration in forthcoming editions, but by way of introduction
we begin with a brief history.
From the time of the discovery of the
Cape, ecclesiastical jurisdiction over it
appertained to the Portuguese missionary authorities. After the settlement of
the Cape in 1652, the practice of the
Catholic religion was prohibited by the
civil authorities.
Commissioner General De Mist, by
an Ordinance of 25 July 1804, declared
that all religious societies which for the
furtherance of virtue and good morals
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worship an Almighty Being, are to enjoy
in this Colony equal protection from the
laws and in 1805 three Dutch priests arrived to minister to the Catholics of the
Cape. One of them, Father Johannes
Lansink, was appointed Prefect Apostolic. The following year the military
authorities ordered them to leave.
On 7th June 1818, Pope Pius Vll
erected the Vicariate Apostolic of the
Cape of Good Hope and adjacent territories. Subsequently the Island of
Mauritius was added, and so were New
Holland and Van Diemen’s Land (effectively, modern Australia).
In 1820 the first Vicar Apostolic,
Bishop Bede Slater OSB, stopped at
Cape Town for three weeks on his way
to Mauritius where he was to reside,
leaving behind Fr Patrick Hurst Scully
as chaplain to the local Catholic Community. Fr Scully was succeeded by
Fr Theodorus Wagener who was later
joined by Fr Thomas Rishton OSB.
Bishop Slater was succeeded by Bishop William Placid Morris, OSB, who
also resided at Mauritius.
On 6 June 1837, Pope Gregory XVI
constituted the Cape of Good Hope (i.e.
the region of southern Africa) a separate
Vicariate and appointed Bishop Patrick
Raymund Griffith OP as the first resident Vicar Apostolic. On 14 April
1838 (Holy Saturday) Bishop Griffith
stepped ashore at Cape Town.
In 1847, the Vicariate of the Cape of
Good Hope was divided into the Vicariates of the Western District and the
Eastern District of the Cape of Good

Hope.
On 24 May 1872, the Prefecture
of the Central District of the Cape of
Good Hope was detached from the
Western Vicariate. Further divisions
took place as the Church grew.
On 11 January 1951, Pope Pius Xll
established by Papal Bull the Ecclesiastical Hierarchy in the then Union of
South Africa, and set up the Ecclesiastical Provinces of Cape Town (comprising
the suffragan sees of Aliwal, Oudtshoorn, Port Elizabeth, Queenstown and De
Aar); Durban (comprising the suffragen
sees of Mariannhill, Eshowe, Kokstad
and Mthatha); Pretoria (comprising the
suffragen sees of Johannesburg, Lydenburg, Swaziland and Pietersburg); and
Bloemfontein (comprising the suffragen
sees of Kroonstad, Bethlehem, Kimber-

The first Catholic Church in South Africa (Harrington
Street, Cape Town) – from an old print, circa 1830.

The Jesuit Institute South Africa & Radio Veritas present

“Shout it from the Rooftops:
The Catholic Church’s new
voice under Pope Francis”
Robert Mickens, Vatican Correspontent, editor
of La Croix International, founding editor of Global
Pulse Magazine and writer of the weekly Letter from
Rome, will be visiting South Africa in March 2017.
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ley, Keimoes and Lesotho).
Further growth has taken place in the
Church since then, with the creation of
the Province of Johannesburg, new dioceses, and the re-assignment of suffragen dioceses to the Provinces.

Mickens will deliver public lectures in Johannesburg,
Pretoria and Cape Town. In Cape Town he is scheduled to talk at St Michael’s Church, Rondebosch on
Thursday 9 March 2017 at 19.00.

All are welcome!
For more information and to RSVP
please contact:
media@jesuitinstitute.org.za or +27 11 482 4237
morlando@radioveritas.co.za or +27 11 663 4700
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May she rest in Peace
Mrs Irene Brislin, the mother of
Archbishop Stephen Brislin, passed
away peacefully on Sunday, January
29, 2017. She was 98 years old. Her
Requiem Mass took place on Monday,
February 6 at Our Lady of the Wayside
Church, Maryvale, Johannesburg, followed by the burial at West Park

Cemetery.

A Memorial Mass for the repose of her
soul was held at St Mary’s Cathedral on
Friday, February 10.
Please keep the Archbishop and his
family in your prayers. May the soul
of Irene Brislin and the souls of all the
faithful departed rest in Peace.

In the Year of Our Lord – 2017
A cheeky smile came across the young priest’s face as he
looked out across the congregation at the end of Mass. It was
31 December 2016 and I was in a little church on the outskirts
of the Valley of a Thousand Hills near the KZN Midlands. I,
like so many others gathered on that misty evening, was hoping to end off a pretty rough 2016 (and usher in the New Year)
with the Lord of Life. The priest’s smile turned to a beaming
radiance as he ended the Mass with the words “I think we’re
going to look back at the end of 2017 and say, ‘Wow! What
an awesome year!’... ‘The Lord be with you!’”
The Lord be with us indeed! I couldn’t help but feel a surety
in his words; and I believed them. Go and read Isaiah 61:1-3.
It speaks of a time when God’s people are afflicted, brokenhearted, wounded, bound and mourning. After 2016, some of
us may feel this way. We saw terrible riots bring our country
to a standstill as students took to the streets. We’ve seen the
most heated and unsettling US election ever. Heck, even the
Springboks had their worst season yet! But amidst all the
affliction and hurt, God says to Isaiah “go and tell those who
mourn that the year of the LORD’s favour has come” (Isaiah
61:2 NLT). What if 2017 is a year of the Lord’s favour for the
Church? Jesus begins His ministry by quoting those words
and says that “today they are fulfilled”. Jesus came to bring the
favour of God to a broken world. And He still does! The same

Jesus who opened every blind eye and healed every wound He
came across, is very much alive and active in 2017.
And so we begin the year 2017 AD (Anno Domini – the
year of our Lord). This means that this year, for the whole
year – we get to celebrate the two-thousand and seventeenth
year of the reign of our King, Jesus Christ. No matter what
happens this year, Jesus is on the throne, and that fills my
heart with joy. Wow. What an awesome year!
Our invitation as the youth office, to you this year, is to
“delight yourself in the Lord” Psalm 37:4 – that He may
truly “grant the desires of your heart.”
While you’re at it, have a look at these photos from our
Camp Testify in Dec last year – it was an amazing time with
100 young people from our Diocese.
Looking ahead now: save the date 25 March. We are having our Empower Youth Ministry day. This promises to be
an epic and inspiring day of training and re-fuelling in the
Spirit for all involved in youth ministry.
Lastly, as Lent is about to begin, we hope you enjoy the
Lenten Ecclesia Resources as a guide to the Resurrection of
Jesus in this blessed 2017 Anno Domini.
Contact us for more info, or just to say hi! youthchaplaincy@gmail.com
Stay blessed!
CYC

From
the

HEART
The New Year seems hardly
to have begun and yet we are
already in mid-February. Time
races by and for many, especially
for those with young families
and careers, there seems to be
so little time to get things done.
It’s good to be busy, of course,
but we also need to have some
time to reflect, to think things
through, to remember what life
is about. We need to take time
to be with others, especially our
closest and dearest, to be truly
present and attentive to them.
Above all we need to have time
for God.
Lent is the time in the Church’s
year that is meant to make us
more aware of deeper realities.
It is like a forty day retreat as we
renew and refresh our relationship with God, reflect on how we
are living our lives and turn once
again to him with greater commitment and more genuine love.
The words so closely associated with Lent, such as “fasting”,
“penance”, “sacrifice” may evoke
some negative feelings for some.
Essentially, Lent is not negative,
it is a very positive time of
rejoicing in the goodness, mercy
and love of God. The Mass readings throughout this time almost
shout at us to make us aware
that our God is indeed a loving
Father who never abandons us,
never wishes to punish and who
longs to welcome us back if we
have strayed. The Lord does
not desire the death of a wicked
person, rather that the wicked
turn back to him and live.
Fasting, penance and sacrifice are
not ends in themselves but the

means we use in order to strip
away from ourselves everything
that is not essential, things that
we fall in love with and distract
us from God. Fasting and abstinence (not everyone is bound
by these, please do read the
directives pinned on your parish
notice board) may not be easy
but do help us feel some pangs
of hunger. Not only does this
help us recall that “man does
not live by bread alone” but
also reminds us of the millions
who suffer physically, not least
through poverty. The efforts to
renew our prayer life enliven our
relationship with God and brings
us into a deeper communion
with him. Giving alms helps us
to share, to think and care for
others, to renounce selfishness
and greed, and so brings some
healing to the broken Body of
Christ.
In many ways it all culminates
as we receive the Sacrament of
Reconciliation and confess our
sins. This is the time when we
honestly and deeply look at ourselves and bare our soul to God
for him to cleanse and purify. It
sets us on the path to the future,
for in recognizing the failings of
the past we are proactive in trying to do better in the future.
As we begin Lent on the 1st of
March make the promise that
you will use the time well, and
not just let it slip by. May it be a
joyful and fruitful time of renewal
for you.
+ Stephen Brislin
Archbishop of Cape Town
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Training for Child
Safeguarding Policy
On Saturday 14 January 2017,
Archdiocesan Child Safeguarding
Officer Michael Baker offered a training session at Our Lady of Perpetual
Help parish, Durbanville. Michael
has been instrumental in getting the
Child Safeguarding policy in our
Archdiocese off the ground.
The training covered a background
to and the provisions of the Child
Safeguarding Policy, as well as the
steps that need to be complied with
in order to allow the parish, the

community of Durbanville, and the
Archdiocese at large to create and be
known as a “safe space or environment” for children. Those present
were able to question and get clarity
on the provisions of the Policy, as well
as the roles and responsibilities of
parishioners and those involved in the
various parish ministries. All necessary documentation was also completed, and police clearance checks
carried out where necessary.
Nigel Copley

Left to right: Denzil Smerdon (PPC Chairman), Dcn Des Eyden with
CSP parish co-ordinators Antonio Pepe, Nigel Copley, Anita McCallum
(front), Christine Copley (back), Fr Michael van Heerden (Parish
Priest) and Michael Baker (CSP Officer).

The Liturgical Commission
“The liturgy is the summit toward
which the activity of the Church is
directed; at the same time it is the font
from which all her power flows. For
the aim and object of apostolic works
is that all who are made sons of God
by faith and baptism should come
together to praise God in the midst
of His Church, to take part in the
sacrifice, and to eat the Lord’s supper”
(Sacrosanctum Concilium, par 10).
To say that the Eucharist is the
source and summit of Christian life
is no small thing, but to say further
that all power flows from the font
of the liturgy shows the gravity and
importance of the prayers, rituals and
sacraments we often take for granted.
It is clear that the importance of the
liturgy and the way that we celebrate
is a concept that we have barely begun
to implement.
The liturgy is ultimately about
sanctification, right relationship and
mission. When we gather as a community in our parishes to pray and
worship God and offer the ultimate
thanksgiving to the Father in the
Eucharist, we are doing the ‘work

of the people’. The very word ‘liturgy’ comes from the Greek word
leitourgia which means ‘public work’.
Liturgy is the public worship of the
church. When the sacred liturgy is
celebrated prayerfully, reverently and
collaboratively with all the liturgical
ministries, including the assembly,
united in one cohesive prayer, then the
‘work’ of worship will “draw the faithful into the compelling love of Christ
and set them on fire”(Sacrosanctum
Concilium, par. 10).
The ancient motto “Lex orandi,
Lex credendi”, that is the manner in
which we pray is the selfsame manner
in which we believe, comes to mind.
If our faith is inspired by the native
beauty in the liturgy, whether the
translation of the texts or the music
used, we need not fear the ugliness of
utilitarianism.
For Pope Benedict XVI in his
Apostolic Exhortation Sacramentum
Caritatis, Nº 35 writes that beauty is
also “not mere decoration, but rather
an essential element of the liturgical action, since it is an attribute of
God himself and his revelation. These

THE CATHOLIC BOOKSHOP CAPE TOWN
Visit us at:
The Grimley, 14 Tuin Plein (off Hope Street, next
to St Mary’s School)
* Parking available and a ramp for the disabled
Phone 021 465-5904: Fax 021 461-0785
Email: custserv.cbs@mweb.co.za
A variety of Lenten books and booklets to help you
prepare for Easter!
Website: www.catholicbookshop.co.za
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considerations should make us realize the care which is needed, if the
liturgical action is to reflect its innate
splendour.”
In his homily for the Mass of the
Lord’s Supper, held at the “Casel di
Marmo” on 28 March 2013, Pope
Francis is quite clear:
Liturgy is not only about decoration
or as he puts it, “the taste of drapes”
alone, but the glory and presence of
God’s Life. The oil that anointed
Aaron the high priest does not perfume his person alone, but runs down
even into his beard.
In the same way the joy and mission
of the church must spread to our communities, the suburbs, the country and
ultimately to the ends of the earth. It
is an anointing that is meant for the
poor, the prisoner, the sick and those
who are sad and lonely. If we keep
this oil to ourselves it becomes rancid,
we develop a bitter heart.
Regarding mission, the Dogmatic
Constitution on the Church, Lumen
Gentium says it best: “The Lord
desires that his kingdom be spread by
his lay faithful; the kingdom of truth
and life, the kingdom of holiness and
grace, the kingdom of justice, love and
peace” (LG 36).
The Liturgy then becomes the

Baptism, Communion or Confirmation gifts,
posters, holy cards, incense, charcoal, pyxes, chalices,
vestments, processional cross, monstrance
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means to overcome the reign of sin,
and to bring all of creation under
God’s power. The liturgy is the source
of the empowerment of the laity who
are to order creation to the praise of
God and ensure that society conforms
to the norms of justice.
There has been a great danger
though. Liturgy has become something “other” than its original intention. It does not always live up to
what has been written, not due to any
deficiency in itself, but due to poor
implementation of liturgical norms or
a misguided creativity with the texts
and rubrics.
Pope Benedict XVI writes: “I am
convinced that the crisis in the Church
that we are experiencing today is, to a
large extent, due to the disintegration
of the liturgy” (Milestones: Memoirs
1927-1977). In “Feast of Faith” he
says: “It is also worth observing here
that the ‘creativity’ involved in manufactured liturgies has a very restricted
scope. It is poor indeed compared
with the wealth of the received liturgy in its hundreds and thousands
of years of history. Unfortunately, the
originators of homemade liturgies are
slower to become aware of this than
the participants…” (Feast of Faith p.
67-68).
However, while this is the desire
and vision strived for, the experience
of liturgy may vary from person-toperson, from church-to-church and
from one liturgy to another. A Parish
Liturgy Committee can play an
important role in assisting the Parish
Priest in assessing and enhancing the
liturgical life and experience in the
parish. With representation from the
various liturgical ministries, this advisory body can work together toward
the goal of a vibrant liturgy that is
celebrated well.
“Mother Church earnestly desires
that all the faithful be led to that full,
conscious and active participation in
liturgical celebrations called for by
the very nature of the liturgy. Such

participation by the Christian people
as ‘a chosen race, a royal priesthood,
a holy nation, a redeemed people’
(1 Pet. 2:9, c.f. 2:4-5) is their right
and duty by reason of their baptism”
(Sacrosanctum Concilium Nº14).
Accordingly, Archbishop Stephen
Brislin has established an Archdiocesan
Liturgical Commission to assist him
in the promotion of authentic liturgical life in the Archdiocese. The
role of the Archdiocesan Liturgical
Commission, under the direction and
guidance of the Very Rev. Rohan
Smuts, as chairperson, is to ensure,
that amongst others, that the following be implemented to maintain
a cohesive and unified liturgy of the
church.
1. To deal with specific issues and
questions concerning the liturgy;
2. To present new liturgical documents and directives, and, where necessary, to workshop them;
3. To provide training and formation for all liturgical ministries;
4. To organise large Archdiocesan
liturgies, including those of the Centre
for Pastoral Development;
5. To develop a multi-cultural
Archdiocesan Choir;
6. To foster liturgical music of a
high standard, including within this
mandate, the fostering of such music
within diocesan and parish choirs;
7. To provide assistance with respect
to liturgical art and architecture.
The Archdiocesan Liturgical
Commission appointed by the
Archbishop are:
Fr Rohan Smuts (Chairperson),
Mgr Andrew Borello, Fr Lindela
Betya, Dcn Saville Graayenstein,
Dcn Rodney Williams, Mrs Joan
Armstrong, Mr Len Bailey, Prof.
Nicholas Basson, Ms Joanne Battista,
Mr Andrew Bentley, Mr Bradley
Davids, Mr Stephen Kleyn, Mrs Ilze
Sidney, Ms Maud Stellenboom, Ms
Ferryl Steyn, Jonathan Lee Ching
(co-opted).
Jonathan Lee Ching
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Seafarers’ charity director
mourned after tragic death
The funeral of the national director of
the Apostleship of the Sea (AoS) in
South Africa was held on 7 November
at Holy Trinity Church in Durban.
Terry Whitfield was due to travel
to London for an AoS conference
on seafarers’ welfare on Sunday 23
October when he was found dead in
his home.
Terry had been involved in many
social welfare and Church charities
during his life. He had been a part of
the Apostleship of the Sea in South
Africa for over three decades and until
2013 co-ordinated the Indian Ocean
region’s work of the charity.
Together with many friends and
colleagues at the funeral was Durban’s
Bishop Barry Wood. In his homily Fr Herman Giraldo, AoS Durban
port chaplain, remembered Terry as a
‘hard worker and a true servant of the
Apostleship of the Sea… because he
taught me the importance of showing
love and care for seafarers’
The Apostleship of the Sea supports the pastoral and welfare needs
of seafarers. 90% of world trade is
transported by ship, but the life of a
modern seafarer can be dangerous and

Theology
Today
Mgr Andrew Borello

National Director of AoS, Terry Whitfield, poses for a photo at the docks

lonely. They may spend up to a year
at a time away from home, separated
from their family and loved ones,
often working in harsh conditions.
AoS chaplains and ship visitors
welcome seafarers to our shores –
regardless of their colour, race or creed
and provide them with pastoral and

practical assistance. They recognise
them as brothers and sisters with an
intrinsic human dignity which can be
overlooked in the modern globalised
maritime industry.
John Green
Apostleship of the Sea
London

Kolping World Day of Prayer
Today 25 years ago the Cologne priest
and social reformer Adolph Kolping
was beatified. In 1991 Pope John Paul
II called the founder of the Kolping
Society a “mystic of action”. His message “to carry Christianity, in spirit
and practice, into real societal life” is
still very relevant.
During World Day of Prayer people
all around the world walk to the different places to celebrate together.
In Cape Town more than a 100
Kolping members walked through
the streets of Durbanville and completed their procession at the Chapel
at Kolping.
In the Chapel new members
were inaugurated by Fr Christian
Frantz and the celebrations ended
with Benediction led by Fr Dominic
Helmboldt, followed by refreshments
at the Kolping Guest House.
Above, right: Kolping Family,
Strandfontein; Right: Kolping
Family, Langa

One of the underlying principles
of stewardship spirituality is the
truth that we are created by
God, for God, and God holds
us in our human existence. It is
this truth that I want to explore.
Since God is ever present, we
need to become equally present
to God. This is something that is
extremely hard for us to achieve
in our busy, noisy, distracted and
overly engaged lives. Simply put,
we are not present to ourselves,
to others or to God. While we
are surrounded by people and
have people moving in and out
of our lives, we only engage with
them on a very superficial level.
We can justify this by saying
that we do not have the time
to engage more deeply, but in
reality it is our inability to be
present to others or our lack of
real interest in them.
What does it mean to be
present to another? When we
engage with another person,
that person in that moment is
the only person that exists, they
have our undivided attention, our
complete interest in them, free
from any agendas or judgements,
and our willingness to embrace
their reality. Such engagement
is an expression of our commitment to the other and our desire
to be there for them. It is not
our wanting to impose ourselves
or our viewpoints on them, or to
determine their lives, but rather
wanting to simply be part of
their reality. Pope Francis speaks
about our accompanying another
person by who we are for them
– present.
If we turn our attention back to
our relationship with God, we can
now appreciate the significance
of our being present to God. It is
a question of simply being there

with God as God is there with
us. This means coming into the
presence of God without agendas
or expectations, but rather only
with the desire of love. Since
God is love, we need to grasp
this truth and understand that
to be present to God is all about
love – love that is present to love.
In turn for us to become God’s
love present to others.
We have only to examine ourselves in terms of prayer or our
participation in the Eucharist,
An abiding issue is our distractedness. This is something that
we all experience and feel guilty
about which is not really helpful.
Our ability to be present and
focussed is limited. Rather we
should direct our energies to
learning the practice of presence.
This does not happen overnight.
We need to start with embracing
the distractions, rather than trying to fight them, turning them
back to God and refocussing. It
is about presence, presence lost
and regained until we learn to
gradually sustain that ability to
be present.
In prayer this is contemplation,
where the need for words and
thoughts no longer exist – just
the presence of love to love. This
should not negate the prayer of
petition, sorrow for sin, thanksgiving and loving conversation
with God. These are all necessary, but they need to culminate
in the contemplative prayer. All of
them require a sense of presence,
but none more than this highest
form of prayer. Perhaps it should
be what we strive for in receiving Communion in the Eucharist,
since all the other forms of
prayer are present throughout
the Eucharistic celebration. Just
to be in Him as He is in us.

KOLPING
Guest House &
Conference Facility
Situated in a tranquil garden setting in the centre of Durbanville, with pool and braai facilities, we
offer both tastefully decorated Bed and Breakfast
rooms and Self-Catering units, as well as a full
English breakfast and dinner by arrangement.

A marriage Encounter weekend
can rekindle the flames of
romance you felt on your
Wedding day.
Call : Graham and Patuala Maart
084 502 3805 / 076 930 3818 for more
information
Dates for 2017 : 26 -28 May
28 – 30 July
06- 08 Oct
All weekends are held at Maryland Retreat Centre
Email: marriage.encounterwc@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook
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We fell in love
all over again.
Since our
weekend our
lives have taken
on new meaning"

Conference facilities, wheelchair facilities, within walking
distance of shops, restaurants, banks and close proximity to
Catholic Church, tennis courts, golf course and wine route.
We would like to be your
home away from home

CONTACT

Shaun Smit, Manager
7 Biccard Street Durbanville 7550
Tel +27 21 970 2900.
Fax +27 21 976 9839
Cell 082 584 1483
E-mail: info@kolpingguesthouse.co.za
www.kolpingguesthouse.co.za
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The Robot Bandits
A short story by Fr Ralph de Hahn
It’s a long busy road from Castleton to
the City, more than 45 kilometres. For
Kelly this was the pattern, morning
after the morning; and then the same
traffic coming back in the evening.
One wonders where all these cars
come from – some with four wheels,
but certainly not roadworthy – and
the number seems to grow from year
to year. One gets the impression that
even the blind, deaf and dumb are at
the wheel! With the very elderly at the
wheel one sees only the eyes!
Now Kelly may have been a very
good driver in his Tazz but he certainly had no love for the beggar or
the poor; he was known to be utterly
selfish, egoistic, a lonely miser, and in
fact quite miserable. He loved annoying people, irrespective of rank, more
especially those who dared to annoy
him. Despite all this he believed that
God loved him! Oh yes, he was a
believer; he attended the local church
every Sabbath and said the Lord’s
prayer a least once a week. He kept
his precious Bible safe on top of the
closet.
What bugged Kelly most was the
persistent ‘hold-up’ at the traffic lights
in the city area; those many times
when, forced to stop for the red light,
he would be confronted by beggars, all
shapes and sizes. He named them the
‘Robot Bandits’!
Listen to his story. At the Broad
Street robots there was always Archie,
with those pleading eyes and devilish
smile, with an empty mug begging for
a coin or two for some liquid refreshment. Now Archie was a one-legged
beggar; the other leg he left at home!
Kelly would shout some abuse and
quickly wind up his window. At the
Grand Avenue corner there was Sally
(who loved to be called ‘Beauty’), a
truly sorry sight, so unhappy, so tearful with a baby in her arms (definitely
not her baby; only God knows where
that baby came from!). Kelly had no
respect for her, although she deserved
some pity, but more so the unfortunate baby!
On the corner of Bradley Road the
slow-changing traffic lights gave Joe
the opportunity of approaching the
cars one by one, proudly wearing his
captain’s cap and boldly displaying
his handicap. Joe has only one arm,
so our friend Kelly named him the
‘one-armed bandit!’ This bandit spoke
not a word, but merely rattled the tin
mug with a desperate look of hunger
on his face. Here Kelly would respond
with that ugly smile which clearly
spelt “no way, fellow!” Kelly was a
man of immovable principles; he made
it known that what was his belonged
to him alone. He had worked hard for
every penny and had nothing to share,
especially with these Robot Bandits!
There was one stop Kelly really
enjoyed and this was at Windermere
Road. Here he had his fun with a
youthful gentleman, probably a drug
addict. He was somewhat handsome,
fairly well dressed and named himself
Charlie. Sometimes he was named
Antonio and other times Romeo. He
claimed to be multi-talented, and this
Kelly knew all too well. “Sorry to
worry you, kind sir, but my Granny
has died, and I need to get to the
funeral.” It was spoken with such
sincerity and superb diction and, of
course, tearful eyes. The first week,
Kelly remembered, it was his gran,
then the following week it was his
aunt, and then, alas, the third week the
granny died again! However, the one
bandit Kelly found most distasteful
and infuriating was old Jolly Jack who
never ceased smiling at being rejected.
He wore that irresistible smile day and
night, even when asleep. Jolly Jack
claimed that he was now a virgin for
ARCHDIOCESAN NEWS
January-March 2017

Catholic Charismatic Renewal
celebrate with 2017 opening Mass
‘The Catholic Charismatic Renewal
-Western Cape has recently held their
2017 Opening Holy Mass at Our Lady
of Perpetual Help in Durbanville.
Fr Ralph De Hahn, 88 yrs old and
still actively promoting and supporting CCR WC, was also present as
well as Fr Mari Joseph, the group’s
Spiritual Director for 2017.
The group will also be hosting a
a number of workshops before they
head off to Rome in May where
they will be celebrating the Renewal’s
50th anniversary with the Pope and
many others. Please join our Facebook
Group “Catholic Charismatic Renewal
Western Cape” to see details of all our
planned events

he had left his four wives behind since
they had refused to smile!
And there were many more stories
of this kind related by our friend
Kelly.
He enjoyed laughing at the poor on
the road. He believed nobody, only
his own self-righteousness. In fact,
his conscience often reminded him
that many people on the roadside were
desperate and very needy cases, but
there were other motorists who could
do the job for him. His version of socalled charity was truly illuminating;
he professed he had a better interpretation of the Lord’s teaching.
But let me tell you the shocking end
of this story; whether it actually happened or not I don’t know; but that’s
how Kelly related it to me.
It happened at Calvary Crossing,
just outside the city. It was one evening
on his way home. As he halted for the
red light, which seemed to him to be
forever, a young bearded man in tattered garments stood at his car door;
he smiled lovingly and gently and his
eyes were weary and penetrating. This
was one Robot Bandit Kelly had never
seen before. The bearded stranger was
something, somebody totally new.
Kelly was speechless; the stranger
stretched forth his pleading hands
with open palms. Kelly stared at his
hands. He went cold.
The stranger’s two hands bore the
ugly print of nails.

With reference to the Archbishop’s
appeal for his Church building project at Wallacedene,we
urgently appeal to all parishes and
schools who are harbouring large
quantities of the book “Let me tell
you a story” to kindly take stock
of the number received, sold, paid
for and the number still in your
possession.
What is unable to be sold must
then be returned to the Chancery
or Nazareth House reception.
Should you have any queries please
call Fr de Hahn on 021 461 9009.
Thank you for this much needed
co-operation.

Abortion Warning
‘The Pill’ can abort, undetected,
soon after conception. A medical
fact. See www.humanlife.org/abortion_does_the_pill.php
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90th Anniversary Celebrations!

Holy Trinity, Matroosfontein recently celebrated their 90th anniversary. Priests who had served the parish
over the years were all invited, and many parishioners who had moved to different areas also came to be
part of this beautiful celebration. A word search was also put together with the names of both past and
present priests who served in the parish. Article and Word Search submitted by Theresa Jones

CPLO Roundtables
and Events

Wabash Pastoral Leadership Programme, 5 October 2016
The Wabash Pastoral Leadership Programme group with CPLO Staff

Addiction, 17 November 2016
L-R: Fr Stephen Tully, Ms Lois Law (Researcher, CPLO), Mr Ashley Potts, and
Fr Peter-John Pearson (Director, CPLO)

Mining Wars: The People VS the Leaders, 17 November 2016
Fr Matsepane Morare SJ with guests who attended the Roundtable in uMthatha

The Green Voter’s Guide, 7 October 2016. Standing: Fr Matsepane
Morare (Researcher, CPLO) and Ms Palesa Ngwenya (Researcher, CPLO).
Seated: L-R: Dr Selva Mudaly, Mr Desmond D’Sa and Mr Stephen Law.

Lunch Meeting with Dr Makhosi Khoza, 28 October 2016
Adv Mike Pothier (Research Co-ordinator, CPLO) and Dr Makhosi Khoza

Segregated Spaces, 2 November 2016. L-R: Fr Peter-John Pearson
(Director, CPLO), Mr Andries Nel, and Prof Owen Crankshaw
ARCHDIOCESAN NEWS
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Pilgrimage in honour of Our Lady of Fatima at Mimosa Shrine
It was an honour for the Mimosa
Shrine to welcome this special statue
of Our Lady of Fatima. The statue
was blessed in Fatima by the Rector
of the Sanctuary and will be taken on
pilgrimage throughout South Africa in
preparation for the 100th anniversary of
the apparition of Our Lady at Fatima
this year.
Ms Alexandra da Silva, who donated

the Glorious Cross in the grounds of the
Mimosa Shrine, chose the Shrine as the
starting point of the pilgrimage.
Despite the very wet weather, the
chapel and the adjacent indoor areas
were filled to capacity with pilgrims,
some of whom were very ill and wheelchair bound. The extraordinary number
of cars necessitated that Friends of
Mimosa had to direct traffic!
Three children, dressed as the Fatima
shepherds, spread rose petals in the path
of the statue, which was carried into the
Chapel by the Knights of Da Gama and
placed before the altar.
Ms Alexandra da Silva then gave a
brief history of the statue and its proposed journey through South Africa.
Holy Mass was then concelebrated
by Fr Stuart McGregor, the Shrine

Chaplain, as well as Frs Audecius
Tindimwebwa, Gabriel Goibayer,
Thaddeus Oranusi and Matthew
Ledo. The priests were ably assisted
by Deacons Mario da Costa and Johan
Baartzes and Extraordinary Minister of
Holy Communion Charles Hendricks.
Exposition,
Adoration
and
Benediction was followed by the blessing
of the sick by Fr Audecius. We enjoyed
beautiful music and joyous hymns.
Sadly, a planned Rosary procession to
the Glorious Cross in the grounds had
to be cancelled, owing to heavy rain.
Pilgrims then bade farewell to the
statue with rose petals, as it made its
way back to Johannesburg.
Mimosa Shrine is indebted to all who
made the day such a success.
Marian Keysers

The statue of Our Lady of Fatima arrives at Mimosa Shrine

Interfaith Pilgrimage
Western Cape to KwaZulu-Natal

7 – 14 October 2017. Cost: R5500 per Pilgrim
For more information Contact: James Ellman – Pilgrimage Director
jamesectii@gmail.com – 083 797 8576 (Whatsapp/SMS)

Attendees at the pilgrimage celebrations

CPD Training Courses

MAR

1
2
3
4
8
9
11
11
11
15
16
18
18
18
22
23
25
25

19.00
19.00
08.30-12.30
19.00-21.00
19.00-21.00
09.30-12.30
09.30-12.30
10.00-12.00
19.00-21.00
19.00-21.00
09.00-14.00
09.30-12.30
09.30
19.00-21.00
19.00-21.00
09.30-12.30
09.30

25
29
30
1
1

19.00-21.00
19.00-21.00
09.30-12.30
09.30-12.30

1

10.30-13.30

8
8
8
9
13
16
17
19
26
29
30
MAY 3
5
6
10
11
13
13
17
18
20
20
23
24
25
27
27

09.30-12.30
09.30-12.30
10.30-13.30

APR

10.00
-20th
19.00-21.00
19.00-21.00
09.30-12.30
15.00
19.00-21.00
19.00
10.00-12.00
19.00-21.00
19.00-21.00
09.30-15.30
10.00-12.00
19.00-21.00
19.00-21.00
09.30-12.30
09.00-14.00
19.00-21.00
19.00-21.00
09.30-12.30
14.00-16.00

Please direct all queries
about training to CPD
at 021 462 2417.

ASH WEDNESDAY
Rite of Election 1 at OLHC, Lansdowne. Contact Mark on 021 462 2417.
Rite of Election 2 at St Mary’s Cathedral, Cape Town. Contact Mark on 021 462 2417.
APC meeting at the Cathedral hall. Contact Coral on 021 462 2417.
Theology Course at the Chancery. Contact Maud on 021 462 2417.
CFP Evening Training (1A) at OLHC, Lansdowne. Contact Mark on 021 462 2417.
CFP Session 2 at Lansdowne, Parow, Gugulethu & Westridge. Contact Mark on 021 462 2417.
Altar Servers’ Co-ordinators’ meeting at the Chancery. Contact Maud on 021 462 2417.
Policy workshop for Girls of St Anne & Girls of St Mary at St Mary’s, Nyanga
Theology Course at the Chancery. Contact Maud on 021 462 2417.
CFP Evening Training (1B) at OLHC, Lansdowne. Contact Mark on 021 462 2417.
Good Shepherd Catechesis, Level 1 Part 1 at OLHC, Lansdowne. Contact Mark 021 462 2417.
Catechetics Co-ordinators’ meeting at St Ignatius, Claremont. Contact Mark on 021 462 2417.
Proclaimers of the Word morning of reflection at Christ the King, Pinelands.
Theology Course at the Chancery. Contact Maud on 021 462 2417.
CFP Evening Training (1C) at OLHC, Lansdowne. Contact Mark on 021 462 2417.
Theology for Catechists RCIA (1) at St Ignatius, Claremont. Contact Maud on 021 462 2417.
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion morning of reflection at Christ the King,
Pinelands. Contact Maud on 021 462 2417.
Empower Youth Ministry Day. Contact Sean on 021 462 2417.
Theology Course at the Chancery. Contact Maud on 021 462 2417.
CFP Evening Training (1D) at OLHC, Lansdowne. Contact Mark on 021 462 2417.
Confirmation Programme Rollout (1) at St Lawrence, Delft. Contact Mark on 021 462 2417.
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion training Part 1 at the Chancery and Corpus
Christi parish hall, Wynberg. Contact Maud on 021 462 2417.
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion training Part 1 at St Joseph’s parish hall,
Goodwood. Contact Maud on 021 462 2417.
Proclaimers of the Word training Part 1 at the Chancery. Contact Maud on 021 462 2417.
CFP Session 3 at Lansdowne, Parow, Gugulethu and Westridge. Contact Mark on 021 462 2417.
Proclaimers of the Word training Part 1 at St Joseph’s, Goodwood.
PALM SUNDAY
Holy Thursday Mass of the Oils at OLHC, Lansdowne
EASTER SUNDAY
Catechetical Metropolitan meeting
Theology Course at the Chancery. Contact Maud on 021 462 2417.
Theology Course at the Chancery. Contact Maud on 021 462 2417.
Theology for Catechists RCIA (2) at St Ignatius, Claremont. Contact Mark on 021 462 2417.
Meeting for all Funeral Ministers at St Raphael’s, Khayelitsha. Contact Mobz on 021 462 2417.
Theology Course at the Chancery. Contact Maud on 021 462 2417.
Mass for Neophytes at St Mary’s Cathedral. Contact Mark on 021 462 2417.
Proclaimers of the Word at St Gabriel’s, Gugulethu. Contact Monwabisi 021 462 2417.
Theology Course at the Chancery. Contact Maud on 021 462 2417.
CFP Evening Training (2A) at OLHC, Lansdowne. Contact Mark on 021 462 2417.
Easter Retreat for Catechists at OLHC, Lansdowne. Contact Mark on 021 462 2417.
Proclaimers of the Word at St Gabriel’s, Gugulethu. Contact Monwabisi on 021 462 2417.
Theology Course at the Chancery. Contact Maud on 021 462 2417.
CFP Evening Training (2B) at OLHC, Lansdowne. Contact Mark on 021 462 2417.
CFP Session 4 at Lansdowne, Parow, Gugulethu and Westridge. Contact Mark 021 462 2417.
Good Shepherd Catechesis, level 1 part 1 at OLHC, Lansdowne.
Catholic Youth Network meeting. Contact Sean on 021 462 2417.
Theology Course at the Chancery. Contact Maud on 021 462 2417.
CFP Evening Training (2C) at OLHC, Lansdowne. Contact Mark on 021 462 2417.
Theology for Catechists RCIA (3) at St Ignatius, Claremont. Contact Mark on 021 462 2417.
Proclaimers of the Word at St Gabriel’s, Gugulethu. Contact Monwabisi on 021 462 2417.
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Children Holiday Programme
20 Children (10 boys and 10 girls) ages between 6 and 13 years
Cost: R700 per participant with bedding
Cost: R500 per participant bring own bedding
Workshop Dates:
Workshop 1 - 31 March – 2 April
Workshop 2 – 3 April – 5 April
Workshop 3 – 5 April – 7 April
Workshop 4 – 7 April – 9 April
Workshop 5 – 10 April – 12 April
For more information Contact: James Ellman – Faith Hope Love Communities
- Director. Email: jamesectii@gmail.com – 083 797 8576 (Whatsapp/SMS)

“See the
Holy Land”

Join us on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land
as we explore the cradle of Christianity
and follow the footsteps of Jesus
We will walk where Jesus walked,
Pray where Jesus prayed
and weep where Jesus wept.

Bookings for 2017 now open
From R25,900.00 p/p

(T&Cs apply)

Contact Elna
Tel: 082 975 0034

E-mail: elna@holysites.co.za

NOW IN CAPE TOWN and PRETORIA
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Introducing our Catholic NGOs and Programmes
Annual
Football
Tournament

The Catholic Parliamentary Liaison Office
Participating in Public Policy

Who we are…
The Parliamentary Liaison Office of the Southern African Catholic Bishops’
Conference is the vehicle for contact and dialogue between the Roman
Catholic Church in South Africa on the one hand, and the country’s parliament
and government on the other.
Since 1997 it has provided an avenue for the Church – as part of civil society
– to contribute to debates on issues of public policy, to exert an influence for
the common good in areas of political, economic and social concern, and to
help shape legislative and policy developments.
The CPLO is housed in the Chancery of the Archdiocese of Cape Town,
within a city block of the Houses of Parliament. The present staff complement
of nine full time staff members (a Director, who is a priest of the Archdiocese
of Cape Town; a Programme Co-ordinator; three Researchers, a Financial
Administrator, an Events Administrator and an Office Administrator). A parttime researcher, as well as a part-time Research Co-ordinator, also form part
of the team. The office reports to a bishop designated as the link between it
and the conference (presently Bishop Kevin Dowling CSsR, of the Diocese of
Rustenburg) and accounts for its activities at the biannual plenary meetings of
the Bishops’ Conference.
What we do…
Formal submissions are made on legislation before parliament. These are
usually written, but wherever possible they are supplemented by an oral
presentation to the relevant parliamentary committee.
Written responses are made to policy documents such as Green Papers and
White Papers, reports of the Law Commission and the like.
Informal contact with members of parliament, cabinet ministers and senior
civil servants is an important and fruitful part of the work. It is often the case
that more can be achieved over a lunch or dinner, where conversation is frank
and off the record, than by making a formal submission.
Attendance at parliament, on notable occasions such as the annual opening
and the budget speech, and at everyday committee meetings or question
time, is a way of showing the interest and involvement of the Church, and of
interacting with the parliamentary process.
Networking and, when necessary, forming alliances with other civil society organisations and parliamentary monitoring groups in order to maximise
resources and capacity when working on the same pieces of legislation.
Roundtable Discussions are organized for civil society focus groups and/or
MPs who work together on the same pieces of legislation. Outside experts are
invited to give input.
A documentary information service is provided, consisting of:
• Newsletters (very brief synopses of items of interest and activities of the
office)
• Briefing Papers (short analyses of topical issues, be it legislative, policy or
otherwise)
• Occasional Papers (more in-depth analyses, not restricted to topical
issues)
• Research Papers (substantive documents aimed at informing the Church’s
agenda on a particular topic).
• Digests: short summaries of new information and analysis on selected topics,

compiled by our researchers in the course of their reading and networking.
Research is conducted at the behest of church leadership and includes analysis of the likely effects of a law, summaries of government policy or tracking a
piece of policy or legislation through its developmental stages.
Please feel free to contact our office if you have any enquiries. The CPLO
website contains full details of all events and publications.
SACBC Parliamentary Liaison Office
12 Bouquet Street
Cape Town
8000
Tel: (021) 461 1417
Fax: (021) 461 6961
E-mail: info@cplo.org.za
www.cplo.org.za

Our Birthday Gift For Jesus
The essay below was written
by the St Anne’s Grade 7
class of 2016 as a gift to
Jesus for his birthday on 25
December.
In all there were 33 essays.
I took the actual sentences
out of most of the essays and
put them together in the form
attached. They spent a few weeks working on the
subject. A number of drafts were written, and each
time they proof read each other’s work and gave
advice to the writer. This process was repeated a
number of times. They took the subject very seriously, with the result being the attached article.
Tony McEwen
St Anne’s Gr 7 RE Teacher
What is a good Christian? They have faith, love
and hope inside of them. Being a good Christian is
listening to what God has to say and doing what he
thinks we should do. The real way to Christian unity
is to respect, love and understand each other. Being
a good Christian is very important, but it’s not that
easy, we all make mistakes, but mistakes are what
makes us human.
To love you have to let go of grudges. We need to
do more and talk less. We need to try and work with
each other. Love is the most important thing, because
Jesus loves us so much that he died for us on the cross.
Pray more, pray to God about everything, talking
to God should be second nature. Offer your help to
someone, it doesn’t matter how small the deed is, you
will have made a mark on that person’s life forever. A
good Christian respects other people and their beliefs. A
good Christian does not judge people, but loves them.
Never stop believing in God because you know that
he’s always with you. Two of the main things to my
point of view, in being a good Christian, are faith
and acceptance. Have faith in God and pray from the
ARCHDIOCESAN NEWS
January-March 2017

heart; accept people for who they are. A good Christian
is someone who is full of joy, kindness, love and always
helps people. Life is precious, you only get one shot, so
you must make it count and try to make the world a
better place. The Lord is with you wherever you go.
You need to listen to the word of God, pray, talk to
him, tell him your worries, your weaknesses, joys and
happiness; at the end of it all, don’t forget to say thank
you for all that he has given you. Remember God is
with you every step of the way. Going to church is a
good way to build Christianity, because then we get
to worship God together with the church community.
We need to respond to God and his choices in a positive
way. Being a good Christian is about obeying your
parents, especially at this age (13), we feel that our
parents are unreasonable, but the truth is that they
know what is best for us and they are just trying to
protect us. Have faith in God and his plans for your
life. Forgive others so you can be forgiven, do not hold
grudges, because you will be the one with a load on
your shoulder. Pray, God will always listen to you,
he is never too busy for one of his children, and prayer
brings you closer to God, your father.
Being a good Christian means being aware of
what’s happening around you and spreading God’s
message to whoever you find. We need to be the face of
true Christianity. The real way to Christian unity is
to love, care and understand people. It’s about having
faith and not doubt; to not give up and to rather try
harder. A good Christian is someone who is willing to
give up everything for God. We need to be one with
God.
Loving Jesus you have
been born into our lives;
we know that you are
never too busy for your
children – thank you!
St Anne’s Grade
7 Class of 2016

St John the Evangelist Church, Fish
Hoek will again be hosting a five-aside football tournament on Thursday
27 April (Freedom Day, a public
holiday in SA). All Parishes in the
Archdiocese are invited to send a
team, which will play several matches
under our usual rules, the two most
important of which are:
• all ages/genders are welcome but
teams must always have at least
one female player on the field at
all times;
• no “studded” boots will be allowed
– tackies or running shoes only.
Parishes can contact Paul (paulkilfoil@gmail.com or 084 438 5400) to
register a football team.
In addition to the soccer tournament, our Freedom Day event also
comprises a potjiekos competition.
We invite the other parishes to give
our champions a run for their money!
1st prize is half a lamb! Potjie competitors can contact Laurencio (076
571 9086) or Magda (southafrican2@
iafrica.com) for details. Please register
by 31 March 2017. Entrance fee is the
donation of the potjie meal. Servings
of the potjiekos as well as offerings of
other food stalls and other activities
will be available at the event.
This event is a fundraiser for the St
John’s maintenance fund and was a
great success in 2015 and 2016. We
hope it will be even more popular
next year.
Paul Kilfoil
St John the Evangelist, Fish Hoek

Keeping Jesus at the
centre during Christmas

Christmas is a time to honour
Christ’s miraculous birth, it is
the reason why we celebrate
Christmas.
“The shepherds discover simply that “a child has been born
to us” (Is 9:5). They realize that
all this glory, all this joy, all this
light, converges to a single point,
the sign that the angel indicated
to them: “You will find a child
wrapped in swaddling clothes
and lying in a manger” (Lk 2:12).
This is the enduring sign for all
who would find Jesus. Not just
then, but also today. If we want
to celebrate Christmas authentically, we need to contemplate
this sign: the frail simplicity of
a tiny newborn child, the meekness with which he is placed in a
manger, the tender affection with
which he is wrapped in his swaddling clothes. God is there.” Pope
Francis 25 December 2016
Not everyone can afford to go
on pilgrimage to the Holy Land,
so one way of keeping Jesus Christ
at the centre is to visit neighbouring Catholic Churches’ and spend
time at the Nativity scenes. My
sister and I attended Mass from
24-26 December in Walvis Bay
and I attended with other family
members in Windhoek in January
2017.
This is a great way of visit-

ing and welcoming the Infant
Child Jesus at different parishes
in your area. All the parishes
were in a 15km radius and so
it was easy to do. We do not
always realize how privileged
and blessed we are to have so
many Churches and that we
can worship freely without fear
of intimidation. It is a small
gesture in honouring the Child
Jesus and to remember that He
is the reason why we celebrate
Christmas.
I was also privileged to
help with the Nativity Scene
at Corpus Christi Church in
Wanaheda, Windhoek, something I’ve never done before.
For more family fun, share the
story of the Nativity while making one with your kids! Shoebox
scenes are classic bonding
activities that will not only help
your kids remember the story
of Christ’s birth, but will serve
as a beautiful memory for years
to come.
The Nativity scenes pictured
here are from St Peter’s, Walvis
Bay; Stella Maris, Walvis Bay;
Good Shepherd, Walvis Bay;
Corpus Christi, Windhoek; St
Mary’s Cathedral, Windhoek;
and St Ninian’s, Kuils River
Josephine Philemon
St Ninian’s, Kuils River
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Update from the Schools’ Office
Catholic
Education

What does 2017 have
in store for us?
�� ������� ����������� ������������ ���

Masses, Choir festivals, sports
gatherings and special occasions
Grade 10 Leadership Day

Choir Festival – Cape Town City Hall
Teachers’ Mass

Inter-Catholic Athletics

First Communion and Confirmation 2016 of Ss John & Paul, Belhar

Sharing Our Faith (Sofa) Quiz
Primary Schools Sports
Festival

Grade 12 Mass
��

Principals’ Forum

Holy Childhood Mass
Fr Mari Jo led a pilgrimage to Ngome from 3-7 October 2016

������������������������������������ ��

Forums, workshops & conferences

Principals and RE Co-ordinators
Conference

Religious Educators’ Forum

Owners Representatives Training

Western
Education
Department has
designated 2017
as the year of
the teacher.

Echoing the Word RE Course

For more information visit: www.catholicschoolsoffice-ct.com

HERMITAGE COTTAGE
A self-catering cottage with two bedrooms available for silent prayer,
retreats and quiet study.
The cottage is set in a forest with a natural spring
and close to the mountains and the sea.
Preference is given to those wanting to stay
for three days or more.
The Grail Centre
Kleinmond, Western Cape
Tel: (028) 271 3410
E-mail: grailadm@mweb.co.za
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Maseti

Holy SpiriT CENTRE
(Totally Renovated)

Welcomes ALL Church / School Groups
(Alpha, Confirmation, RCIA, Bible Study, etc)
for Retreats, Conferences, Study, or whatever

161A Coronation Road Maitland / PO Box 925 Maitland 7405

We offer accommodation, good food, conference rooms for 100 people,
a garden, a chapel… and much love and hospitality.
All at low, easy Rates
Book early: Manager: 021 510 2988 or 083 723 0293
Public telephone: 021 510 0188. Fax: 021 510 7699.
E-mail: hscentre@telkomsa.net
This

is the

HQ

of the

Cape Catholic Charismatic Renewal
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Foundation for Ministries

The Centre for Pastoral Development hosted its first 2017 Foundation for
Ministries training day at St Mary’s Cathedral hall and the Chancery on
Saturday 4 February 2017. It was an overwhelming success, with over 320 people arriving for the day from the various parishes. This was more than double
the anticipated number.
There were presentations from Mgr Borello, Tim Harris and Joan Armstrong.
This course is a requirement for all those who will be doing training in 2017
– catechists, liturgical ministers, youth leaders, Ecclesia facilitators, etc. Each
participant received a certificate after the course.
Another course will be offered in July.

Foundation for Ministries team: L-R: Joan Armstrong, Joy Johnson, Maud Stellenboom, Fr Eoin Farrelly SDB,
Susan February, Simone Mouwers, Bernie Daries, Mark Renaud, Jean Hendricks. Absent: Sharyn O’Connor
Praise and worship began and ended the day

A Rosary Rally with a Difference

Participants at the Rosary Rally

Looking at different styles of leadership

Discussing our vision of God

Enjoying a tea and sandwich break in the Chancery foyer
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Grassy Park Parish Annual Rosary
Rally was a little different this year.
Under the leadership of our parish
priest Fr Baiju Kurien, the liturgy
group decided to incorporate the closing of the month of Mary (October)
with All Souls day. This resulted in
the Dolour Rosary (Seven Sorrows of
Mary) being prayed at Klip Cemetery,
Grassy Park.
Our procession through the
cemetery grounds singing hymns,
and accompanied by the Star of
Independence Christmas band, made
this Rosary particularly meaningful
as we reflected on the Seven Sorrows
of Mary.
After praying the last sorrow, the
names of our faithful departed were
read from a list compiled by our three
churches (St Gerard’s, St Clement’s
and Our Lady Queen of Peace).
The Seven Sorrows Rosary Rally
was a beautiful prayerful experience.
As we walked through the cemetery
it made us more aware that our dearly
departed are in full communion with
us. This is a reminder that while we
are sojourners on this earth we have
the glorious Resurrection to look forward to and will one day be reunited
with them through our Lord Jesus
Christ.
Father Baiju blessed all present
and we departed in silence from the
grounds.
Special thanks to the band, the
Caretaker of Klip Cemetery and
Volunteer Paramedics for making this
a heartwarming, spiritual success.
Do visit our website for more pictures http://catholicchurchgrassypark.
co.za
Teresa Roberts
Grassy Park

The Star of Independence Christmas band

Parish priest, Fr Baiju, addresses the participants at the cemetery
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ARCHDIOCESAN SECOND COLLECTIONS
PARISH NAME

PRIESTS’ PROV. FUND
2015

2016

MISSION SUNDAY
2015

2016

Athlone

1,420.00

1,930.00

00

2,250.00

Atlantis

400.00

523.00

770.00

503.50

Belgravia

1,345.00

1,076.00

1,403.33

1,396.60

Belhar

2,334.00

2,377.00

1,969.00

1,443.00

Bellville

5,860.00

3,690.00

2,620.00

4,170.00

Bonteheuwel

623.90

404.40

326.30

388.30

Bothasig

7,895.00

8,281.60

6,228.70

7,413.15

Brackenfell

3,305.00

3,000.00

3,583.70

3,210.00

Bridgetown

930.00

630.00

740.00

370.00

Camps Bay

4,000.00

3,210.00

2,820.00

2,640.00

Cathedral

3,859.25

00

4,598.60

00

Claremont

2,437.60

2,777.90

2,256.50

3,672.50

Constantia

7,120.00

8,270.00

5,500.00

6,830.00

Delft

540.00

00

00

00

District Six

530.20

500.00

310.30

562.50

Durbanville

9,812.60

10,408.80

9,296.30

7,877.90

Elsie’s River

1,638.60

1,435.00

1,502.00

1,900.00

Factreton

1,365.00

865.00

965.40

1,180.30

Fish Hoek

1,422.20

3,974.20

1,895.60

2,953.10

Goodwood

3,224.00

2,702.70

3,568.00

2,824.00

Grassy Park

2,230.00

3,279.00

3,729.00

1,860.00

Green Point

3,920.00

3,060.00

2,850.00

2,420.00

Gugulethu

00

527.50

130.00

988.00

Hanover Park

3,320.00

2,300.00

1,780.00

1,420.00

Heathfield

6,648.55

8,392.85

8,045.75

7,037.90

Hermanus

3,967.00

3,754.90

2,083.20

3,511.60

Hout Bay

1,961.30

1,422.00

1,225.25

2,022.50

Khayelitsha QoA

420.00

450.00

400.00

415.00

Khayeltisha St R

569.00

638.00

1,190.00

644.00

Kleinvlei

1,835.00

2,270.00

1,853.00

2,070.00

Koelenhof

203.00

182.00

205.60

272.00

Kommetjie

2,437.70

2,890.00

1,437.50

2,733.50

Kraaifontein

4,075.40

1,183.10

2,004.75

1,420.40

Kuils River

2,204.20

3,894.10

3,345.80

2,000.00

121.00

409.40

163.00

254.00

Lambert’s Bay
Langa

430.00

970.00

488.80

810.00

Lansdowne

7,425.10

8,865.00

8,220.50

6,680.10

Lavistown

1,670.00

1,680.00

1,097.00

00

Lentegeur

3,098.95

3,995.30

2,557.00

4,337.10

Maitland

1,377.30

3,144.20

595.90

783.50

Malmesbury

293.60

341.90

306.40

512.00

Manenberg

627.40

1,051.10

759.30

687.10

Matroosfontein

9,495.00

5,102.00

3,295.00

2,570.00

Milnerton

2,470.00

5,730.00

2,410.00

6,140.00

Mowbray

4,529.30

3,870.00

3,287.40

2,612.00

Newlands

4,270.10

6,318.80

5,593.05

5,118.50

Nyanga
Observatory

00

00

00

260.00

483.00

737.00

525.00

478.20

Overberg

2,022.00

00

00

00

Paarl

3,912.60

3,379.85

3,499.10

3,755.30

Parow

4,720.00

4,530.00

5,020.00

5,300.00

Parow Valley

2,415.80

2,580.00

1,861.90

1,880.00

Pinelands

2,656.10

4,512.60

2,198.25

2,749.70

Plumstead

5,987.50

6,678.90

6,298.40

6,671.40

704.40

510.20

609.05

543.60

Retreat

2,090.00

1,400.00

1,465.00

1,270.00

Rocklands

2,332.00

1,503.00

1,592.00

1,514.00

Rondebosch

6,480.00

12,850.00

10,695.00

9,351.45

Sea Point

3,500.00

3,700.00

4,000.00

4,670.00

Portuguese

Simon’s Town

600.00

600.00

3,620.00

2,655.00

Somerset West

5,127.60

5,221.50

5,695.25

7,275.55

St James

2,259.20

2,145.50

1,501.55

1,634.30

Steenberg

3,977.80

2,270.30

2,474.10

2,178.50

Stellenbosch

4,181.95

3,567.35

2,910.90

00

Strand

4,600.00

6,340.00

5,430.00

4,370.00

Strandfontein

3,310.00

3,680.00

2,430.00

3,700.00

17,070.00

20,060.00

13,650.00

18,100.00

580.90

948.90

105.00

618.80

Vredenburg

2,110.80

3,491.10

1,354.20

3,062.70

Welcome Estate

1,298.60

1,485.20

759.00

1,341.70

Westridge

3,300.00

2,500.00

1,500.00

2,500.00

700.00

800.00

400.00

560.00

5,210.00

5,808.30

5,590.00

5,391.90

221,291.50 233,076.45 194,590.63

202,736.15

Table View
Tafelsig

Woodstock
Wynberg
TOTALS

R

Please Note: The above figures represent deposits made up until the end of 31 January 2017
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Simon’s Town mosque desecration is
an opportunity for us to speak out
The disrespect, desecration, blasphemy
and violence that was displayed in
January at the beautiful and historic
120 year old mosque in Simon’s Town
in the Western Cape has left me cold.
As usual, it is the few fringe crazies
that cause severe hurt and offense to
the many. How can anyone, irrespective of what faith they belong to, have
the simple disrespect to splatter pig’s
blood all over the walls of a place of
worship, in this case a mosque? How
can anyone have the utter contempt to
smear the pulpit in a place of worship
as was done at this mosque?
After all the religious-based acts of
hatred that we see worldwide, how
can any South African not see that
this is unacceptable, and then still
want to contribute to this? I’m heart-

ened to see the unified condemnation
of these acts from all sectors of society
including those of the Christian and
Jewish communities.
Although it is important that, for
example, the Jewish Board of Deputies
and the Catholic Church loudly condemn these acts, I am disappointed by
the lack of voices speaking out against
these despicable acts by non-Muslim
members of the public. We need to
develop an attitude that when such an
act takes place, particularly when one
is not directly affected, that one needs
to condemn it even louder than those
that are personally offended.
The famous words of German Pastor
Martin Niemöller come to mind;
“First they came for the Socialists,
and I did not speak out, because I

was not a Socialist. Then they came
for the Trade Unionists, and I did not
speak out, because I was not a Trade
Unionist. Then they came for the
Jews, and I did not speak out, because
I was not a Jew. Then they came for
me, and there was no one left to speak
for me.”
Any of these despicable acts or any
display of racism, sexism, xenophobia, homophobia, anti-Semitism and
Islamophobia must all be opportunities for each one of us to speak out
publically and privately against these
acts against humanity.
This is the only way that we will
build the rainbow nation that our
beloved Nelson Mandela spoke about,
fought for and dreamt about.
Manny de Freitas

Farewell Fr Shenoy

On Sunday 29th January we bade
farewell to our parish priest, Fr Shenoy
Thomas, who served our parish, St
Catherine of Siena, Kleinvlei with
great passion and steadfast humility
for the past 11 years. He helped us
build our parish into a vibrant faith
community and he was the driving
force behind the reconstruction of our
parish centre and church, of which

we are all immensely proud today. Fr
Shenoy has the ability to be firm, but
fair, and this ability coupled with his
great administrative and managerial
skills ensured that our parish was well
run with the inclusive participation of
everyone.
At the end of a beautiful Mass, Fr
Shenoy thanked us for being part
of his life for the past 11 years. He

The Secular Franciscan Order of St Theresa’s,
Welcome Estate Fraternity underwent formation and
did a retreat at the Capuchin Poor Clare Convent in
Swellendam. Above: the group pose for a photo their
formator, Poor Clare Sister Irma. Below: Riccardo
Jansen with the Capuchin Poor Clare Sisters

thanked us for our love, our concern,
our care, our appreciation and above
all our humble prayers.
Fr Shenoy we will continue to pray
for you that you may serve the parish
of Constantia well and we pray for you
also as you take on your additional
responsibility as the Episcopal Vicar
for Property.
Judith Turner

Christmas Day at Melkbosstrand was celebrated
with Mgr Jock Baird. Josh and Georgia (Mary and
Joseph) bring baby Jesus to lay in the manger.

Children from the Edge Catechism programme
presented a very successful Nativity play for
Resurrection parish, Table View
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More Buckets, More Love…
32 parishes, six partners and 5000
buckets took centre stage at the
Buckets of Love launch event held
at Rustenburg Girls High School on
Saturday 10 December 2016. The
event began with a full presentation
on “Buckets: Then and Now”, capturing 20 years of Buckets of Love. We
also held our first annual recognition
awards to organisations and individuals who have made an impact in
partnering with Catholic Welfare and
Development.

Farouk Valley-Omar is recognised
for his role in our Arts programme

The first Recognition Awards ceremony was co-MCed by Soli Philander
and Operations Manager George
Rose, whose constant banter had the
audience in stitches. Amongst the
recipients were veteran actor Farouk
Valley-Omar, who noted that he had
met Soli Philander on the set of the
stage play ‘District Six’ by Taliep
Pietersen and David Kramer in the
1980s. He said “it is a privilege for
Catholic Welfare and Development
to have a veteran of the theatre stage
offer his time free of charge.” He
noted that he played a blind person
and Soli took the role of a gangster
– Soli quickly responded by saying
that he was a “very young gangster”,
to which our Operations manager
chirped – “well, clearly you are not
as young as you tell us”. This ‘LOL’
moment set the stage for the fun and
activities of the day without taking
away from the seriousness of the issues
of hunger, rising food prices and the
challenges faced by the communities
we live and work in.

Soli Philander was a big hit
amongst attendees of the event

For
Catholic
Welfare
and
Development to achieve its goals there
are many other organisations and
individuals that we work with at our
Community Development Centres.
The launch event was the perfect time
to honour them for the collaborative
work that we do.
The visual presentation on “Buckets:
Then and Now”, presented by CWD
Executive Director Kevin Roussel,
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served as a reminder of why we keep
expanding the Buckets of Love campaign, as well as how our efforts have
impacted families.
#BucketsOfLove is part of the continuum of our welfare and development programmes. This means that
those participating in our programmes
throughout the year are also eligible to
receive a Bucket Of Love during the
Christmas period, and this time 32
parishes that applied for buckets were
guaranteed their quotas.
Fr Jerome Aranes, CWD’s Spiritual
Accompanist, led us in prayer as
we opened the event, followed by
singing our national anthem Nkosi
Sikelel’ iAfrika, led by the powerful
voice of Phoenix, the famed entrant
on SA’s Got Talent, who hails from
Manenberg on the Cape Flats and
works in the Catholic Network for
Prison Care and Support.

Thousands of buckets were stacked in the shape of Table Mountain, ready to be collected.

Phoenix, from SA’s got Talent hits
a high note with the audience

As with all events, entertainment
was in abundance – while people
loaded buckets onto lorries, cars, bakkies and many other vehicles, their
families could sit back and enjoy the
MC skills of Soli Philander and the
powerful voice of Phoenix – many
in the crowd vowed that they had
voted for her in the competition. The
sing-a-longs and dancing from the
audience certainly proved this.
Other parishes and recipients who
were not able to attend received their
buckets in the week following the
event, at the Catholic Welfare and
Development warehouse in Parow.
Through a generous donation from
the Santoni Group we are now able
to use the warehouse for free for all
our logistical needs. We plan to start
a skills center in 2017. Watch this
space.
CWD has many to thank in
putting together the launch event
and distribution of Buckets of Love

People line up to load and collect buckets

2016. From the drivers who drove
with buckets from Johannesburg for
two days, to the many who helped
load buckets onto various vehicles on
the day of the event… and to those
who continued to deliver buckets
of love throughout the week that
followed, so that we could meet our
quotas. We especially want to thank
BRAZE for co-ordinating the sup-

ply and distribution of buckets to
Catholic Welfare and Development,
as well as our internal Operations
Team for all other logistics.
Thompson’s Travel has been our
official travel and events partner for
the past year and this was the second
time we worked on Buckets of Love
together. We would like to thank them
for the setting up of the event and the

Thompson’s Travel provided the decor for the day

For information about CWD projects you can email info@cwd.org.za or visit www.cwd.org.za
or FaceBook.com/CatholicWelfareAndDevelopment/

Samuel Ziwada (left) was given
recognition for construction
at one of our Early Childhood
Development centres

sourcing of a venue and DJ. They
worked tirelessly in collaboration with
our internal catering company “La
Delicious” who supplied a picnic pack
with sandwiches, juices and snacks to
all our guests. Also to the volunteers
from Springfield Convent School,
who assisted us with the registration
process and distribution of the picnic
packs.
Lastly, and most importantly,
Buckets of Love is made possible
by the many donations from loyal
supporters who generously give every
year so that we can source and afford
ingredients to ensure that a family in need receives food during the
Christmas period.
WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR
ONGOING SUPPORT!
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