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Archbishop Stephen Brislin officially opened and consecrated the new church of St Elizabeth’s, Wallacedene on Saturday 8 July 2017. Above are a selecion of photographs from the
day. From top, left to right: The people gather; welcoming procession and celebration; consecration of the altar with the holy oil of Chrism; lighting of the brazier for the incensing
of the altar, the people and the walls of the Church; the blessing of the plaque; exit procession. Extreme right: the lighting of the Church candles where anointings were made (takes
place after the incensing).

LAUDATO SI’: An Encyclical for the Planet

A

mong the many remarkable achievements
of Laudato Si’ is the fact that Pope Francis
has asked for the ear of everyone on the
planet, and all the signs are that he has succeeded.
To say that he has got the attention of the
world is an understatement for this has to be the
most eagerly expected, widely publicised and most
fulsomely written and talked about encyclical in
history. The fact that it was leaked, seemingly
with sinister intent, shows that even the critics
were listening. Indeed, the ‘pre-buttals’ of the
climate change denialists in the US had been flying around, rather desperately it must be said, for
months, attempting to refute what the Pope had
not yet actually said.
The overwhelmingly positive reception of the
actual encyclical has had the unexpected effect of
dealing a heavy blow to the climate change denialist propaganda apparatus. For years a campaign of
spin, obfuscation, delay and outright lies has been
funded by wealthy, mostly American, fossil fuel
interests and frequently this campaign succeeded in
capturing the headlines and dictating the debate.
But one well-timed, hundred-page document
from Pope Francis has left them looking absurdly
isolated as he garners more and more support.
The ‘pre-buttals’ betrayed their well-founded fear
that he would say what they have been spending
millions denying or casting doubt upon, that
climate change is happening and that most of it is
anthropogenic (caused by us).
The US media, thanks to some of its more
hyperbolic outlets, like Fox News, may continue
to go on about the question, but Francis clearly
represents the majority of the people in the world
(and probably the US now as well). One journalist
on Fox is reported as referring to Francis as ‘the
most dangerous man on the planet’! Probably not
mainstream world opinion! The Arabic proverb
speaks eloquently to such commentators: ‘The dogs
bark, but the caravan moves on’.
As is so often the case with what Francis says and
does, it is the secular response which is the most
fascinating. Laudato Si’ exemplifies that as secular
supporters laud him for making the moral case that

going to make the necessary sacrifices.
politicians are too craven to attempt.
Another thing that got approval for this encycliI would like to identify one particular strand
in the positive secular commentary which should cal was its timing, as it anticipated the crucial Paris
be of consolation to those who cherish Catholic climate conference, which is much in the news at
Social Teaching. This is the way they have noted the moment thanks to President Trump’s decision
with much approval how he has placed the atmos- to take the US out of the agreement.
phere in the ‘global commons’. For example Dr
The Pope makes it clear that the developed
Brigitte Knopf, the General Secretary of the world owes a debt to the developing world, and so
Mercator Institute on Global Commons and it should take the lead in making those sacrifices.
Climate Change, says that the encyclical ‘defines This is not just a technical issue, he tells us; it is an
the atmosphere and the environment as a common issue of social justice. In many ways the encyclical
good rather than a “no man’s land”, available for is a sacred version of Naomi Klein’s book on climate
anyone to pollute’.
change entitled This Changes Everything. If everySo it seems that our old friend the common good, thing is connected then in order to save the climate
which many of us despaired of seeing again in our we will have to change our politics, our economics, our patterns
lifetime because of
of consumption,
a world in which
perhaps even our
the privatisation
understanding of
of the commons
what our life on
has become like an
earth is all about
inexorable juggernaut, is suddenly
(something St
back and not only
Francis’ Canticle
back but at centre
may help us to
stage.
do).
And the labelling
Not that we
of the atmosphere
in the developing world will
as essential to the
common good is We have a much greater calling than that of being mere be able to sit
simply undeniable. consumers. Our social conscience should continue to on the sidelines
The commonest motivate us to seek greater measures of saving water pleading poverty.
in the drought-stricken Western Cape
Countries like
of common sense
tells us that the atmosphere is not something we ours will be asked to commit to an eventual transcan parcel up nationally or regionally. As the Pope formation of our carbon-intensive development
says over and over in the encyclical, ‘everything is path. Unfortunately for us we are sitting on one of
connected’ and so the greenhouse gasses that Sasol the world’s so-called ‘carbon bombs’, i.e. our rich
dumps into the atmosphere over Sasolburg have an deposits of coal and the hard truth is that even we,
for all our South African exceptionalism, will have
effect on the climate in the Philippines.
Francis leaves us in no doubt about what the to leave a very large amount of it in the ground.
problem is here, namely that so far our collective However this should not be a source of debilitating
ability to agree on how to use this most common anxiety since we are abundantly blessed by ‘Brother
of the commons has been lamentable. National and Sun’ and we are now sitting on the cusp of what
financial interests have trumped the common good Fritjof Capra called the Solar Age.
Sister Water also gets a significant mention in
every time and we have kept on drilling and dumping, and bickering among ourselves about who is Laudato Si’, which is another significant theme

for our thirsty land. He makes a plea for the access
to clean drinking water to become an internationally recognised human right and he hopes that
the world’s water will never be privatised but will
remain part of the commons.
However, a small anxiety of mine is that we
in the Church will bask in the glory of Francis’
encyclical and not see it as having anything to do
with us. That people of good will ‘receive’ it more
seriously than the People of God. In fact he does
speak very specifically to Catholics, even urging
us to revive the custom of grace before and after
meals as a way of renewing our gratitude for God’s
bounty in nature. But when I think of some of
the other things Francis has said to us, and the
resistance he has faced, I have to say that we may
not be the greatest of listeners to this sometimes
uncomfortably prophetic Pope despite our protestations of loyalty.
The practical implications of the encyclical are
rather, well, Franciscan. We will have to take some
concrete action - green our parishes, modify our
transport patterns, look at our diets and so on.
Francis has said quite clearly that we have to phase
out coal, oil and gas, so this implies that dioceses
and religious congregations should join the Leave
it in the Ground campaign, look at their portfolios
and move funds from fossil fuel companies to green
energy ones.
All of this takes time, effort and the overcoming
of institutional and personal inertia. We need to be
careful of falling into the attitude, as Mark Dowd
rather cleverly puts it in the Tablet, of ‘Lord, make
me carbon-neutral, but not yet’!
But even more challengingly, I think Laudato
Si’ is asking us to ponder on the nature of our
existence here on the planet, to an awareness that
we have a much greater calling than that of being
mere consumers. The common good, the dignity
of beings made in the image of God and all the
other great themes of Catholic Social teaching that
underpin this great document are asking nothing
less of us that to reassess who we are on this earth
and how we should live here.
Fr Chris Chatteris SJ

This year’s WINTER LIVING THEOLOGY, presented by Fr Tom Weston SJ, was held at Christ the King hall, Pinelands on 19 July 2017. The topic was: FINDING GOD IN
ADDICTION: A Pastoral Response to Addiction and Recovery. Above are a selection of pictures from the event.
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TO ALL YOUTH AND YOUTH LEADERS
It’s been a fantastic and packed year so far and we have so enjoyed seeing you at many of our events and even visiting
you at your own parishes! Before I share some updates of things past, I want to remind of some exciting upcoming
events that you can still sign up for!
Living the Joy of Love: World
Famous ToB speaker comes
to Cape Town!
On Monday evening, 11 September,
international speaker Christopher
West will be in Cape Town and
speaking at St Michael’s parish in
Rondebosch. Tickets are available
online or at the door for only R60
and include soup. West is an amazing teacher on Pope St John Paul
II’s Theology of the Body. This is a
not-to-be-missed opportunity; highly
recommended for anyone wanting
to better understand the meaning of
love - from High School age and up.
Contact us for more info.

HEART
“Therefore I tell you, whatever
you ask for in prayer, believe that
you have received it, and it will be
yours” (Mark 11:24).

Camp Testify
Keeping with the theme of Theology
of the Body, from 1-3 December
we will be hosting our annual
Camp Testify. This year it will be in
Franschoek and will be based around
ToB. Guest speakers from the ToB
institute in JHB will be coming to
share with us on this beautiful, lifechanging topic. Look out for registration info in your inbox, or contact us.
Going Green for God
In July we had a training session for
those who want to help save the
planet by making a difference in their
parishes. We were so grateful to the
people who came and the passion
they brought. We will be continuing
with this mission until each parish
has an Eco guardian to help reduce
the Carbon Footprint of the Catholic
Church. All ages welcome. Contact
us to find out how you can be
involved.
LOOKING BACK
In June we had our annual Youth Day
Mass which was an EPIC success. It
was followed by an amazing Talent
Contest. Fr Hugh O’Connor told
us three things in his homily: To
Remember the Past, To Celebrate
Victories, and to Work for a Better
Future.
The Talent contest was incredible!
We had singers, dancers, dramatic
artists and musicians. There was
poetry and tears, jokes and laughter; we had celebrity judges and
an MC who was an actor from the
big screen. The event was a huge
inspiration. In the end there could be
only 1 winner – and the judges were
unanimous in their decision. The
prize went to a group called “Not
Yet Freedom” from Malmesbury – it
blew us all away.
Website Launch
We have also launched our new
website. Have you checked it out yet?
www.catholicyouthct.co.za
Let us know what you think!

Winners of the Talent Contest “Not Yet Freedom” from Malmesbury

We are all aware of the importance of prayer for the life of
the disciple. Prayer is our communion with God, the time
when we unite ourselves with
him in a special and intense
way. There are many different
ways of praying – with words
or in silence, alone or with
others, using our own words
or words of prayers we have
learnt off by heart or from a
book – but all prayer directs
our attention towards God.
Only a part of our prayers are
prayers of supplication. We
also give praise and thanks to
God, we express sorrow for
our sinfulness. St Mark tells us
that whenever we do intercede
for others or for ourselves we
should do so believing that
we have already received it.
That can be a bit difficult for
us because there are many
occasions when we have made
supplication and we have not
received what we asked for! Of
course, all our prayers should
be conditioned with the phrase
Jesus taught us and prayed himself: “thy will be done”. Our
prayers must be in accordance
with God’s will. We also need
to have a sense of acceptance
that ultimately God will grant
what we need and not necessarily what we want.
There are so many needs in the
world that we should be praying
for, rain in the Western Cape
being one of them. Many people
have made requests for special

prayers for South Africa, considering the serious issues we
are encountering as a country.
We must pray for our country.
It was wonderful to see so many
people at our annual special day
of prayer for South Africa, the
commemoration of our patroness, Our Lady Assumed into
Heaven. It was so beautiful to
witness the Archdiocese gathering together as the people
of God. It is imperative that
we turn to God with faith and
humility to seek his faith in
creating a country that seeks
to root out evil and corruption, and to serve the needs of
all citizens, especially the most
vulnerable and neglected.
While many of us are deeply
concerned at the extent and
depth of corruption in the country, it is useless simply to complain about it. Firstly, we have to
ensure that we do not engage
in any corrupt practices and
that we are honest and truthful
people – and we can join in
organisations of civil society to
make our feeling known – but
importantly we have to get on
our knees and plead for God’s
help. We must continue to pray
for truth and transformation of
our society. Especially in this
bicentennial year as we strive
to continue the tradition of our
foremothers and forefathers
of fidelity to the Gospel and
Church teaching, and that our
own lives will witness to what
we believe.
+Stephen Brislin
Archbishop of Cape Town

Two of the singers
The judges ponder the talent

See you all on 11 September and again
at Camp Testify.
Blessings,
Youth Chaplaincy

From
the

Archbishop celebrating Mass at Youth Day
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Ecclesia Festival
Saturday 2 September, 2017
Pinelands Catholic Church
09.30 to 12.30

RSVP: pastoral@adct.org.za

Catechists, Ecclesia Co-ordinators
and Facilitators, Teachers,
Youth Leaders – All Welcome!

SCENES FROM THE MOST RECENT APC MEETING: As part of our bi-centennial celebrations, Dr Mamphela Ramphele addressed the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council
delegates on the theme of “Re-imagining South Africa” at their meeting on 1 July at Christ the King church hall, Pinelands. Lively discussion ensued.

Fr Alvin Tshuma OMI conducted a retreat for EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY
COMMUNION at Maryland on 17
June 2017. ABOVE: Fr Alvin celebrating Mass; BELOW: attendees
at the retreat.

St Clare’s Parish, Elsie’s River, responding to a Justice and Peace call to support the fight against Human
Trafficking on the 30th July 2017 after their Sunday morning Mass.

RCIA: THEOLOGY
FOR CATECHISTS

Over 70 participants from
various parishes around the
diocese attended a morning
session, on 22 July 2017, as part
of the Theology for Catechists
course being offered this year
at St Ignatius, Claremont. An
input on the Sacraments was
given by Fr Sean Cahill OFM
Cap. Fr Eoin Farrelly SDB led
the discussion group work and
here he is seen lighting a candle at each of the symbols,
representing the sacraments,
as celebrated in the Church.
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Become an expression of Christ’s
presence in the world with

The Missionary Sisters
of the Assumption
Sr Carmel, 082-543-9778
srcarmelmsa@gmail.com

Share in Christ’s life
and mission with

The Missionary Sist
of the Assumption

Sr Carmel, 082-543-9778
srcarmelmsa@gmail.com
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Theology
Today
Mgr Andrew Borello

In the Farewell Discourse in John’s
Gospel, Jesus tells his disciples that the
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send,
will lead them into the fullness of the
truth and will remind them of everything that he had said and done. This
is a crucial statement, for it points to
the way forward for the disciples and
defines the role that they will fulfil.

All-night Vigil to celebrate the Feast
of the Sacred Heart
On 23 June 2017, Grassy Park Parish
celebrated the Feast of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus with the Exposition
of the Blessed Sacrament, during an

Taking
Stock

When Archbishop Brislin made an appeal
to all parishes to support his Building Fund
campaign, a special diocesan account was
established and all parishes and Catholic
schools were invited to participate in true
missionary vision.
It was in the spirit of this vision that a
book of 42 Catholic stories was published
– “Let me Tell you a Story” by Fr Ralph
de Hahn. 5000 copies were printed and
distributed to all parishes who were willing to accept the archbishop’s appeal.
The response was magnificent in some
parishes, four of them were outstanding.
So far, it is estimated that 3300 books
have been sold at R100 each. Markets
were also found in the UK, the USA and
Australia.
However, many parishes found it difficult to respond, and many boxes of unsold
books were returned. The response from
our Catholic schools was also very disappointing, with only one junior school
supporting the appeal with enthusiasm.
But close to 1000 books are still unaccounted for, as it seems very few parishes
kept a record of incoming and outgoing
books! Please, we make a urgent and
special appeal for parishes to return all
books to the Chancery reception as soon
as possible!
The search and the appeal continues.

Abortion Warning
‘The Pill’ can abort, undetected,
soon after conception. A medical
fact. See www.humanlife.org/abortion_does_the_pill.php
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all-night vigil.
Upon entering the church foyer,
parishioners could spend a few
moments at the focus table and gaze
upon an icon of the Sacred Heart, surrounded by lit candles. The pews were
draped with red sashes and the church
was dimly lit. This set an atmosphere
of peace and reverence for our Praise
and Worship which started at 7pm.
Everyone came fully prepared with
warm jackets and blankets. So, despite
the temperatures dropping to five
degrees during the night, parishioners
followed through on their commitment to spend time with our Lord,
some for an hour, others the whole
night through.
Many prayers have been answered
since this wonderful and grace-filled
time.
At 4am the wind instrument ensemble played hymns to the Sacred Heart
for an hour. Despite the freezing
cold, the music and singing warmed

the church and the hearts of those
present!
The rosary was prayed at various
times during the night, at 11pm, 2am
and a final rosary just before Mass at
7am.
The Alpha Team blessed all those
present with a hearty breakfast after
Mass.
May God always grace us with His
presence as we seek to honour His
Son! All praise and thanksgiving to
the Sacred Heart of Jesus!
Teresa Roberts

Already in their experience of the
Resurrection something begins to
change for them – they are able to start
looking back on the public ministry of
Jesus and to understand it as they had
not while they were immersed in it. It is
a revelation of the truth of Jesus in the
light of his Resurrection which forces
them to reconsider the significance
of the person and his ministry. Yet it
would be the Holy Spirit who would
enable them to take the experience
of the Resurrection and to fully enter
into the life of Jesus with these new
eyes. They would not only understand
the events, the signs and miracles and
the teachings in their full significance,
but they would also be able to tap into
all that they had not seen or begun to
grasp – that which was hidden from
them.
As their understanding unfolds, so it
becomes their message to be lived by
themselves and by those who would
receive it. Rather than a dramatic
single moment of insight, it would
be an ongoing and deepening process. Their teachings would reflect this
growing understanding, as would their
lives. What they were doing would
later be expressed by theologians as
Tradition – the Jesus-event lived and
unfolding, generation by generation, in
a deepening understanding of the fullness of the truth who is Jesus himself.
Initially this is an oral truth expressed
in their preaching and teaching. In time
it would give rise to the formation of
the scriptures of the New Testament.
This means that Scripture emerges
from Tradition and is the privileged
written expression of it. It would also
be Tradition that would define what is
Scripture and what is not. In time there
would be other written expressions of

Tradition – the writings of the Fathers,
the liturgical texts and the outcomes of
the great Councils.
It is to Scripture that we need to turn
our attention and in particular the
Gospels. They are not an account of
the historical Jesus, but rather a theological reworking, under the influence
of the Holy Spirit with the experience
of the Resurrection. They are not a
history of the life of Jesus, but instead
the truth of Jesus for the salvation of
those who would receive them and
live their truths. Clearly each of the
authors makes a particular contribution to the specific Gospels, but within
that understanding, it is the Holy Spirit
who is the inspiration.
Consider the Infancy Narratives of
Matthew and Luke – there were none
of the writers present to record in
detail the events, the encounters and
the great canticles. While things were
spoken of because of the amazing
nature of the events and these were
handed on, yet there is not a clarity of
detail or an exact record to rely on.
Where did they get it from? The Holy
Spirit inspires them by taking them into
the actual events beyond what is available to them as writers – it is the Spirit
uncovering for them the reality. Equally
we could consider John’s Gospel with
its complex theology around the person of Jesus. This, too, is the working
of the Spirit uncovering the true nature
of Jesus which was not seen or understood in his lifetime.
Since the Scriptures are inspired by
the Holy Spirit, we need to read them
and pray them in the light of the same
Spirit. While they may initially seem
somewhat inaccessible to us, the Spirit
is there to help us to grasp their
meaning and significance for our lives
and our salvation. Instead of treating
them as a work of History, we need
to see them as a means of growing
into salvation and to be open to the
Spirit leading us into their truths for
our salvation.
Come Holy Spirit, lead us into the truth
who is our Saviour Jesus Christ.

KOLPING
Guest House &
Conference Facility
Situated in a tranquil garden setting in the centre of Durbanville, with pool and braai facilities, we
offer both tastefully decorated Bed and Breakfast
rooms and Self-Catering units, as well as a full
English breakfast and dinner by arrangement.
Conference facilities, wheelchair facilities, within walking
distance of shops, restaurants, banks and close proximity to
Catholic Church, tennis courts, golf course and wine route.
We would like to be your
home away from home

CONTACT

Shaun Smit, Manager
7 Biccard Street Durbanville 7550
Tel +27 21 970 2900.
Fax +27 21 976 9839
Cell 082 584 1483
E-mail: info@kolpingguesthouse.co.za
www.kolpingguesthouse.co.za
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The Hidden Truth
A short story by Fr Ralph de Hahn

Fish Hoek Fatima Anniversary Procession
We started of at St Brendan’s in Sun Valley (the smaller of
the two churches in our parish) around 4pm, and walked the
±4km to St John’s in Fish Hoek while praying the rosary, and
ending with Mass at St John’s. Fr Subeesh (who together with
Fr Sebastian is looking after our parish while Fr Vigil is away
on leave) led the procession together with John Stella, who
was the initiator of the idea. 83 parishioners assembled at St

Brendan’s, the number growing to 137 with others joining us
along the way. Around 57 prayed the rosary at St John’s while
we walked, and over 60 who were unable to join us in person
prayed in their retirement homes etc. It was a memorable
event for all – albeit a bit puzzling for some onlookers (one
lady asked if it was a funeral procession!).
Magda Kus

LEFT: Two photos of two sisters
at Holy Cross
School, Bellville.
The elder, Jade
Langeveldt (immediate left), achieved
her Western
Province colours
when she was in
grade 4 in 2014;
and younger sister,
Lisa Langeveldt
(far left) did the
same this year
in grade 4.
Congratulations
on this wonderful achievement

The sun appeared to hurry behind the
western hills of the quiet town as angry dark
clouds gathered in the heavens; and behind
those clouds one could hear the grumbling
thunder. And in a rather short time the
night stealthily enveloped the light and the
little town wore a misty evening gown.
However, in the home of the Stone family it was party time, and on this particular
night the country town of Noble was alive.
A large number of the community gathered
at the home of the Stone family. The
foster father, Andre, was the master of
ceremonies. He was from Belgium, and it
was there where he met his wife Monica,
then a widow, for she had lost her beloved
husband in World War II. She was Irish –
and that was evident!
Monica had three sons from her first marriage, and on this night she and Andre were
celebrating the Varsity graduation of the
twin boys, Gabriel and Dan. They had both
achieved BA honours at the local university,
and Monica deemed it fitting to invite many
guests to celebrate with the family.
She was a proud mother. All this despite
the fact that the family, in fact, struggled
to maintain a comfortable home, with the
foster dad working only as a carpenter and
the wife assisting in the grocery store for
a small wage. The house was open to the
old and the young of Noble; the food was
good, the wine delicious, the music uplifting.
Among the guests was the local mayor, a
gentleman under the influence of affluence,
one who knew all the answers, but who
always asked questions wise men answered
thousands of years ago.
Also among the guests were the police
sergeant, one university professor, two
councillors, the local school principal, some
teachers and a small number of students
from the university. The twins were delighted with the compliments which came their
way. The occasion was very special as the
twins were the only students in the town to
achieve university status.
“You must be jolly proud of the boys”
roared old man Bertie, the town’s mayor.
“It’s a miracle” replied Monica with Irish

faith and a little tear, “You know how
expensive it is to educate children these
days, especially sending them to varsity.”
The mayor, with glass in hand and smelling
of alcohol cried “Here’s to their health and
future careers.”
Amidst the chatter and laughter, the
gossiping and mouth to mouth recitation,
the front door opened silently. A young
workman in overalls, with a tool bag over
his shoulder stood smiling in the doorway.
Monica was first to notice his presence.
She hastened to the front door, smiling,
delighted to address her third son, Mike.
“Good to see you, my boy, are you joining
us tonight?”
“Oh no, mother, not like this; I would
need to get rid of these filthy overalls; but
I see it’s a great party for Gabriel and Dan,
and I am so happy… truly happy.”
His foster dad appeared with an angry
countenance “Mike you look terrible…
surely you are not….” Monica turned
sharply to gaze at her interfering husband,
bravely controlling the anger bubbling up
inside her.
Mike responded by kissing his mom on
the forehead and, without another word,
vanished into the night. Mayor Bertie, spotting the young man at the door, was the next
to appear on the scene. “Hey, I know that
boy, he’s a great council worker, works day
and night keeping our drains and waterways
clean and ever-flowing… an amazing lad.”
Foster dad Andre made his opinion heard:
“I hope he gets his act together and joins his
brothers at varsity.”
Monica knew better “No, Andre, he will
not” and looking deep into the dark night,
with a tear and a smile, whispered “Who
do you think is paying the fees for his twin
brothers!”

Submitted by Dcn
Saville Graayenstein

HERMITAGE COTTAGE
A self-catering cottage with two bedrooms available for silent prayer,
retreats and quiet study.
The cottage is set in a forest with a natural spring
and close to the mountains and the sea.
Preference is given to those wanting to stay

Maseti

for three days or more.
The Grail Centre
Kleinmond, Western Cape
Tel: (028) 271 3410
E-mail: grailadm@mweb.co.za
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CPLO Roundtables
and Other Events

Women and Land: Always working the land but never owning it. Why?
29 June 2017. L-R: Dr Donna Hornby, Fr Matsepane Morare SJ (Land and Human
Settlements Reseracher, CPLO), Ms Nonqaba Mehlomakulu, and Dr Suzall Timm

Land Reform and Administration in Namibia, 24 June 2016
Ms Tonia Wyngaard and Fr Matsepane Morare together with Archbishop Liborius N.
Nashenda OMI, members of the Namibian CPLO and delegates of the roundtable

Early Childhood Development and Children with Disability, 19 April 2017.
L-R: Ms Tineke Ganz-Malan, Ms Marise Wattel, Ms Vanessa Japtha, Mr Kevin Roussel,
Ms Lois Law (CPLO Researcher), and Adv Mike Pothier (CPLO Research Coordinator
and moderator for the Roundtable)

Community Protests: a means to make local government listen? 9 May
2017. L-R: Mr Joseph Dube (Head, Justice and Peace Commission), Mr Kabelo Selema
(Programme Manager, Justice and Peace Commission), and Dr Carin Runciman

State Capture in the Criminal Justice Sector, 19 May 2017
L-R: Mr Gareth Newham, Dr Nicola de Jager, Fr Peter-John Pearson (Director, CPLO),
and Mr Zakhele Mbhele

The Sustainable Development of the South African Ocean Economy,
31 May 2017. Standing, L-R: Fr Matsepane Morare SJ (Researcher, CPLO) and Ms Palesa
Ngwenya (Researcher, CPLO). Seated, L-R: Mr Ruben Saul, Mr Kishan Sankar, and Prof
Moenieba Isaac.
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Barbara Houghton’s address to
the Catholic Womens’ League
The CWL was formed in 1897 by
Margaret Fletcher to encourage
women to play a role in religious,
social and civic organisations and I
salute you all for the wonderful work
that you do.
I decided to talk to you briefly
today about young people, particularly young women growing up in a
very different society compared to
when we were young. I have taught
for 40 years in both government
and independent schools. I taught
at Crystal in Hanover Park, Harold
Cressy High in Roeland Street, Cape
Town, in Benoni, as Deputy Head at
St Cyprian’s Independent School and
now as Headmistress of Springfield
Convent. However, my role has
changed, as young people are more
than ever desperately in need of being
listened to, counselled and supported.
I do not want to frighten you, but
will share with you some startling
statistics, which are not linked to any
socio-economic groupings.
Official adolescent statistics in
South Africa state that there are 23
suicides a day.
The World Health Organisation
state that suicide is the second leading cause of death in young people
between the ages of 15 and 29 years.
• 1 in 4 South African teens have
attempted suicide.
• 1 in 43 hospital admissions for
suicide involve teenagers
• 1 in 6 South Africans suffer from
anxiety, depression or substance
abuse problems. This does not
include more serious conditions
such a bipolar disorder or schizophrenia.
• Anxiety is a real illness that is based
on fear and affects our body, our
thoughts and our behaviour.
• 42.5 million people suffer from
anxiety worldwide. These vary from
panic attacks, phobias, and obsessive compulsive disorders, to name
a few.
(Statistics are from SADAG, the South
African Depression and Anxiety Group)
On a positive note, schools and
community organisations are aware
of the growing anxiety and depression
facing young people and they are more
empowered to speak openly about
what is happening in their world.
You as grandparents, parents, aunts
and godparents have a vital role to
play in the lives of young people and
I will share with you an article by an
educationist and psychologist, Steve
Biddulph, who has written over 10
books on parenting, to assist us in this
role. The article, entitled ‘Preparing
our girls for womanhood has never
been harder, but it can be done’, is
an extract from his latest book, 10
Things Girls Need Most. Biddulph
asks us to picture a classroom of 15
year-old girls who, compared to their
mothers at the same age, “are amazingly confident and can speak their
own mind on any subject, but below
their cheerful exterior, you will likely
see problems”.
He writes that “three or four of
these girls roll up their sleeves to
show scars on their arms where they
cut themselves; three or four will
be in the early stages of an eating
disorder; almost all will be unhappy
with their body, four or five will be
sexually active, but chances are they
are not enjoying it. One in five will
be on anti-anxiety or anti-depressant
medication. Then there are those who
are victims or perpetrators of bullying.
Those involved in binge drinking…
Yes, modern girlhood is a phase in
a women’s life that is more lonely,
pressurised, unkind and busy than
ever before.

So what must we as teachers, parents, grandparents and aunts do?
These are 10 strategies Biddulph
suggests and I will add a few more or
elaborate on what he says:
1. Offer young people love and
make them feel secure
2. They must have time to be a
child and a chance to be wild
3. To know how to make good
friends
4. To find their spark in life
5. To have the love and respect of a
dad or dad substitute
6. To have a backbone
7. To be part of a women’s
movement
8. To have a happy sexuality
9. To enjoy the support of aunties,
wise women and experience a
rite of passage to womanhood
10.To be Spirited
Parents must be parents and not
want to be their child’s best friend.
They do not need to be strict or punish
their children with a wooden spoon or
a strap as in the olden days, but young
people want rules and boundaries.
I will cite a few examples. Last year
I was phoned by a parent to say that a
teenager, aged 15 years, had arrived
at her daughter’s birthday in an Uber
taxi, already smelling of alcohol.
When asked where her parents were,
she seemed surprised and said, “They
do their own thing over the weekend
and so do I”.
Parents mentioned at a meeting that
their 14 and 15 year old daughters
do not want to give parties if there
is no alcohol available. The response
from the psychologist present was
simple, “Parents who serve alcohol
to other children at parties should
actually be arrested as it is against the
law.” Parents must know where their
children are having so-called “parties”
and “sleep-overs”. A visit to one such
party will make you realise what the
reality is and the pressures which
teenagers face to “fit in”, “be cool” or
“accepted into the group”. They need
us, as adults, to make decisions and
advise them accordingly.
After the Matric Dance, all girls

have my phone number and may contact me at any time at the “after party”
if they face difficulties. They must
stay in groups and assist each other if
they face a difficult situation.
A young teenager was so distraught
because she posted a message on
Facebook and received only three
likes, whereas her friend received over
200. This knocked her self-esteem.
Our faith and the spread of our faith
to young people is important and it
is similar to osmosis. Young people
will follow your advice if you are the
role model and they see a connection
between what you say and what you do.
So many tell me that their parents go
with them to their local parish church
every Sunday, but the behaviour of
parents behind their front doors is
often abusive and often related to the
amount of alcohol drunk.
If parents sat around having supper
at their table every night, without
the distractions of television and cell
phones, they would converse with
each other and their off spring and see
what has been happening in their lives
every day. The Art of Conversation is
powerful in detecting how each other
is/are feeling.
Very few families say “Grace” before
meals anymore. This used to be the
norm before all means, but unfortunately, is not practised in many
homes.
We need to restore some of the practices with which we were accustomed
when growing up. The busyness of
today’s life is linked to working hard,
trying to make ends meet, trying to
satisfy our material needs and often to
the detriment of well-being.
Young people today are no different
from previous generations. However,
adults today are opting out of their
obligations in raising their children,
grandchildren, nieces, nephews and
godchildren without setting boundaries and discussing openly acceptable
and unacceptable behaviour.
The challenge in our homes, organisations, work places and churches is to
listen to young people and offer them
unconditional love and support.
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NOAH (Neighbourhood Old Age Homes) residents being pampered and entertained for Mandela Day by Shoprite/Checkers staff, at all the NOAH houses from Woodstock right
up to Stellenbosh and Atlantis. The Cape Times was also present to record the activities.

KOLPING FAMILY LIFE

Construction begins at the Delft Training Centre

KSA’S SPARK PROGRAMME: Kolping supports
young mothers, who are single parents, to develop
themselves into strong individuals who are able
to lead themselves and who are able to take care
of their young children, thereby creating stronger
families. Above: 20 young mothers from Delft,
together with Mr Volker Greulich from Kolping
International.
WELCOME TO FR KIZITO GUGAH: Kolping South
Africa welcomes and thanks Fr Kizito Gugah (right)
for joining the Kolping team as the KSA National
Praeses. We look forward to working with Fr Kizito
and wish him much success and fulfilment in his new role.

Salesian Sisters to open Skills
Training Centre in Delft
Part of the SPARK programme
is to learn an occupational skill.
Above: A young mother learning
to knit and she will soon be able
to knit her child a blanket.

Construction has begun on a new Skills
Training Centre in Delft, to be run by
the Salesian Sisters. An Irish group of
volunteers called Streetwise (who in 2011
did the construction work for the Salesian
crèche, also here in Delft), is highly committed to this project. They have done the
fundraising for it, and they also offer their
time and skills by working on site for two
weeks, with alternating groups of volun-

teers. Since the presence of Streetwise is
not permanently on site, we work with a
local construction enterprise whose professional capacity and honesty are assured.
The skills that we will offer to the
most disadvantaged young people in Delft
are: Computer/Reception, Catering,
Housekeeping (domestic and hotel cleaning) and Driving.
Sr Ana Maria Mainero FMA

CATECHETICS: Participants at the First Communion workshop at St Peter’s, Strand on Saturday 15 July.

CPD Training Courses

SEP

2
2
5
6
9
12
13
16
16
20
22
23
27
30
30
OCT 6
7
7
11
14
18
21
21
21
28
NOV 4
4
4
11
18
18
18
23
DEC 2

09.30-12.30
09.30-12.30
19.30
19.00-21.00
-10th
19.30
19.00-21.00
09.00-14.00
09.30-12.30
19.00-21.00
-24th
09.30-12.30
19.00-21.00
09.30-12.30
09.30-12.30
-8th
09.30-12.30
10.00-12.00
19.30
09.30-12.30
19.00-21.00
-22nd
09.00-14.00
09.30-12.30
10.00-13.00
08.30-12.30
09.30-12.30
10.00-14.00
09.30-12.30
-19th
09.00-14.00
09.30-15.00
19.00
09.30-12.30

Please direct all queries
about training to CPD
at 021 462 2417.

Confirmation programme roll-out (4) at Somerset West. Contact Mark on 021 462 2417.
Ecclesia Festival at Christ the King, Pinelands.
Marriage Preparation, six Tuesdays, at Athlone. Contact Juanita Barnes on 083 456 9447.
Theology course at the Chancery. Contact Maud at 021 462 2417.
Engaged Encounter weekend at Pinelands. Contact Beryl on 021 376 4306.
Marriage Preparation, six Tuesdays, at Table View. Contact Brenda at brenda.munro@gmail.com
Theology course at the Chancery. Contact Maud at 021 462 2417.
Good Shepherd Catechesis, level 1 part 2, at Lansdowne. Contact Mark on 021 462 2417.
CFP session 7 at Lansdowne, Parow, Gugulethu & Westridge. Contact Mark on 021 462 2417.
Theology course at the Chancery. Contact Maud at 021 462 2417.
Retrouvaille weekend at CBC Stellenbosch. Contact Paul/Merle on 072 243 1408.
Funeral Ministry training at the Chancery. Contact Maud at 021 462 2417.
Theology course at the Chancery. Contact Maud at 021 462 2417.
Catechetical Festival at Lansdowne. Contact Mark on 021 462 2417.
The Divine Office explained – for all ministries at the Chancery. Contact Maud at 021 462 2417.
Marriage Encounter weekend at Maryland. Contact Patuela/Graham on 084 502 3805
Theology for Catechists (RCIA) 7 at Claremont. Contact Mark on 021 462 2417.
Sacristan training at St Kizito. Contact Monwabisi on 021 462 2417.
Marriage Preparation, six Wednesdays, at Parow Valley. Contact Denise/Wilhelm on 082 434 0155
CFP session 8 at Lansdowne, Parow, Gugulethu & Westridge. Contact Mark on 021 462 2417.
Theology end of year thanksgiving Mass at the Chancery. Contact Maud on 021 462 2417.
Engaged Encounter weekend at Pinelands. Contact Beryl on 021 376 4306.
Good Shepherd Catechesis, level 1 part 2, at Lansdowne. Contact Mark on 021 462 2417.
Confirmation programme roll-out (5) at Fish Hoek. Contact Mark on 021 462 2417.
Holy Childhood morning at Lansdowne. Contact Mark on 021 462 2417.
APC meeting at the Cathedral Hall. Contact Coral or Joan on 021 462 2417.
Theology for Catechists 8 (RCIA) at Claremont. Contact Mark on 021 462 2417.
Evangelization at Malmesbury. Contact Monwabisi on 021 462 2417.
Confirmation programme roll-out (6) at Salesian Institute. Contact Mark on 021 462 2417.
Engaged Encounter weekend at Schoenstatt. Contact Beryl on 021 376 4306.
Good Shepherd Catechesis, level 1 part 2, at Lansdowne. Contact Mark on 021 462 2417.
Catechetical Retreat at Lansdowne. Contact Mark on 021 462 2417.
CPD Mass of Thanksgiving at Lansdowne.
Trainers’ meeting and evaluation. Contact Mark on 021 462 2417.
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The St Martin de Porres Legion of Mary in Lavistown arranged a
ROSARY PROCESSION on Saturday 13 May 2017 to commemorate the 100th Anniversary of the apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima
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Introducing our Catholic NGOs and Programmes

The Caring
Network
The Caring
Network
community
home
based care services
 community home based
care
services
 health education and training
 health educationand
training
permaculture
and indigenous herb gardening
 permaculture and indigenous herb gardening
Head Office: 486B Luvuyo Crescent, F Section, Khayelitsha
Postal address: PO Box 94, Nonkqubela, Khayelitsha 7793

shops, and to the family. We also promote
Community
Outreach: HIV
The vision of The Caring Network is
Tela021 361 4343 Fax 361 4344 email: khayelitsha@caringnetwork.org.za
the
prevention
and Khayelitsha
awareness of Chronic
and AIDS Prevention and Awareness
Office
486B Luvuyo
Crescent,
F Section,
societyHead
in which
the vulnerable,
poor and
Website:
caring-network.org
Diseases ofKhayelitsha
Lifestyle with7793
the aim of early Campaigns. Small targeted educational
ill are Postal
appropriately
cared
and94,
supaddress:
POfor
Box
Nonkqubela,
events including workshops, community
ported so that they may enjoy a healthy identification and treatment of diseases.
Tel 021 361 4343 Fax 361 4344 email:
khayelitsha@caringnetwork.org.za
Referring clients to the appropriate events and support groups that dissemiquality of life. We render an Integrated
nate information to promote the health
HCBCWebsite:
service incaring-network.org
all our service deliver- health centres, social workers and many
and wellbeing of the community.
ing areas and provide community-based more, depending on the clients’ needs.
nutrition, rehabilitation, promotion of
mental health and healthy lifestyles. We
also promote Women’s Health and the
prevention of chronic diseases, including
TB and HIV.
In 1997 The Caring Network became an
independent NGO, and in 2006 we moved
our head offices to Khayelitsha – to be
where our clients are based – as it was felt
that accessibility was of utmost importance. We also have two satellite offices
in Bishop Lavis and Wallacedene.
When The Caring Network began we
had 45 Community Health Workers and
Carers during a door to door health promotion campaign
one programme, and now today we have
184 Community Health Workers and five
programmes in total. All of these programmes benefit the infected and affected
people living with HIV/AIDS and TB, as
well as chronic diseases.
The Caring Network works in partnership with the Department of Health, the
Department of Social Development and
various other stakeholders.
We have established two permaculture
gardens in Wallacedene and Khayelitsha
which we share amongst our clients and
 community home based care services
with the community, and offer food secu health education and training
rity to the poor and destitute
Our activities include:
 permaculture and indigenous herb gardening
Physical Care Services that include
Caring Network
NPO 012-677
Exemption: 18/11/13/2659
HWSETA: 592PA0400050
Learners
preparingSARS
for Tax
their
practice during Home
Based Care Traning
PBO NO130002659 VAT Reg No 4560272116
bed bath of the very sick and bedridden,
Board:
L
Simbayi
(chairman)
B
Robertson
(
Vice
Chair)
B.
Straughan
Treasurer
M.King
Director D. Kaas
and assisting with feeding and supervision
Head Office: 486B Luvuyo
Crescent,
F Section, Khayelitsha
Patron: Archbishop
LHenry
of medication at home.
Postal address: PO Box 94, Nonkqubela, Khayelitsha 7793
Health Promotion: by giving health
Tel 021 361 4343 Fax 361 4344 email: khayelitsha@caringnetwork.org.za
education in the community through door
Website: caring-network.org
to door home visits, campaigns, work-

:

The Caring Network

Mr Joe Quinn, PPC of St Theresa’s, Camps Bay hands over a number
of St Raphael school uniforms to Fr Mengistu Ledo, parish priest of St
Raphael’s, Khayelitsha in the Chancery foyer.

St Raphael partnership

A few years ago the parishioners of St
Theresa’s, Camps Bay held a collection
for blankets for the Missionaries of
Charity Sisters in Khayelitsha. During
the visit to the deliver the blankets we
met Fr Audecius Tindimwebwa, then
parish priest of St Raphael’s Church,
next door to the Sisters Convent.
When we reported back to our
parishioners of the visit, one of our
twice yearly visitors from the UK spoke
to me about trying to help the children
of the Church of St Raphael.
This gentleman, Mr Peter Casey,
from Stalybridge just outside
Manchester, asked if he could help
to support the children as he was
from the parish of St Raphael in

Stalybridge, and he was presently supporting a Catholic school in Uganda
of the same name.
Just recently Peter brought out from
the UK a number of boys and girls
school uniforms with the badge of St
Raphael on each of them. These were
handed over to current parish priest
of St Raphael’s, Fr Mengistu Ledo
by Joe Quinn, PPC of St Theresa’s
Church, together with the prayers and
support of the parishioners and our
much loved visitor Mr Peter Casey, a
proper Christian gentleman!
We hope to keep this relationship
alive between these two Catholic
communities!
Joe Quinn

Spreading
the Fire
Conference

In February 2017 the International Catholic
Charismatic Renewal celebrated their 50th
Anniversary Golden Jubilee. The ICCR
was established 50 years ago by a group of
CaringatNetwork
012-677
SARS Tax Exemption: 18/11/13/2659
HWSETA: 592PA0400050
students
a university in NPO
America.
As a
PBO
NO130002659
VAT
Reg
No
4560272116
result, the Renewal has spread worldwide
Board:
(chairman)
B Robertson ( Vice Chair) B. Straughan Treasurer M.King Director D. Kaas
and
consistsLofSimbayi
over 160 million
members.
A conference was hosted in Rome, leading
Patron: Archbishop LHenry
up to Pentecost Sunday where thousands of
participants gathered to attend workshops,
Christian Brothers’ Centre - Stellenbosch
talks, vigils and joined with the Holy
an Eco-Justice, Spirituality Centre
Father, Pope Francis, to officially celebrate
the anniversary.
For conferences, retreats, workshops, family breaks, etc.
For those who couldn’t attend the
celebrations in Rome, the Catholic
Simple and affordable, youth & family-friendly.
Charismatic Renewal-Western Cape would
Single
or shared en-suite rooms for 20 -40 adults.
like to invite you to join us for the 50th
Dormitories
with bunk beds for 24 + 28 youth,
Anniversary Golden Jubilee Conference
with adjacent supervisors’ rooms.
(Totally Renovated)
in Cape Town from 12-15 October 2017.
Self-catering facilities, Chapel, Meditation & Seminar rooms,
International Speaker – Mark Nimo as
well as National dynamic speakers such
outdoor play and pray areas. Mid-week specials available.
Welcomes ALL Church / School Groups
as Frs Ebuka, Peter-John Pearson and
(Alpha, Confirmation, RCIA, Bible Study, etc)
We offer our Engage! Sabbatical programme 1st Oct to 26th Nov 2017.
Brian Williams will be teaming up to
for
Retreats,
Conferences,
Study,
or
whatever
bring participants inspiring talks based
Modules of Scripture, Clinical Pastoral Education, Eco-Spirituality & Integral Life.
on “Promoting the Culture of Pentecost”,
“Serving the Church as a whole”, “Moving
We offer our Silent Retreat from 11th to 17th Dec, 2017 led by Fr
in Mission and Evangelisation” and “Our
Roger Hickley, inspired by Philip Newell’s book The Rebirthing of God.
Lady of Fatima – Centenary Anniversary”.
161A Coronation Road Maitland / PO Box 925 Maitland 7405
The conference starts the Thursday
evening, 12 October (this allows for people
coming from various parts of the country
We offer accommodation, good food, conference rooms for 100 people,
to travel in on Thursday morning) and
a garden, a chapel… and much love and hospitality.
ends on Sunday 15th October at 13.00.
It will take place at the Holy Cross High
All at low, easy Rates
School Hall, Coronation Road, Maitland,
Caring Network
NPO 012-677
SARS Tax Exemption: 18/11/13/2659
HWSETA: 592PA0400050
Cape Town.
Book early: Manager: 021 510 2988 or 083 723 0293
VAT Reg No 4560272116
Limited seating is available, so hurry PBO NO130002659
For more information and booking
Public telephone: 021 510 0188. Fax: 021 510 7699.
B Robertson ( Vice Chair) B. Straughan Treasurer M.King Director
D. Kaas
to secure your place. Should any further Board: L Simbayi (chairman)
call Mavis
on +021 880 0242 between 9 and 3 Mon – Fri
E-mail: hscentre@telkomsa.net
Patron: Archbishop LHenry
information be required then please make
e-mail cbcstel@gmail.com
www.cbcentre.co.za
use of the email address and contacts in
This is the HQ of the Cape Catholic Charismatic Renewal
SOCIALLY JUST – ENVIRONMENTALLY SUSTAINABLE – SPIRITUALLY FULFILLING
the ad.

Holy SpiriT CENTRE
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Honouring the Heritage
of Catholic Education

In the beginning
It was not long after the establishment of the Church in the Cape
in 1818 that the first missionaries
arrived and they did what missionaries do best – answer the most pressing needs of the time. Education,
particularly education in the faith,
was the priority for those pioneers.
Stories abound of sisters and brothers who, having survived the arduous
sea crossing, literally got off the boat
and started schools the very next
day. The Dominican sisters were the
first to arrive and they were followed
closely by the Marists. St Mary’s and
St Aloysius in CT were their founding schools. Over the years many
parochial schools also sprung up to
serve youth in the local parishes.
Struggle Education
Sadly, a number of our Catholic
schools were forced to close down
in the second half of the 20th century. Restrictive immigration meas-

Chris Hani visits St Mary’s Nyanga

ures were applied to Religious and
Clergy trying to gain entry into the
country and funding for schools
was severely diminished. This was
all part of the ‘Roomse Gevaar’
suspicion which was prevalent at
the time. The Church’s resistance to
Apartheid Education and the ‘Open
Schools’ campaigns of the 1970’s

Choir Festival at the City Hall

THE CATHOLIC BOOKSHOP CAPE TOWN
The Grimley, 14 Tuin Plein (off Hope Street,
next to St Mary’s School)
* Parking available and a ramp for the disabled
Phone: 021 465-5904: Fax: 021 461-0785
Email: custserv.cbs@mweb.co.za
Website: www.catholicbookshop.co.za

YOUCAT BIBLE

Books, bibles,

THE CATHOLIC BIBLE
FOR CHILDREN

missals,
cards, crucifixes,
statues, medals, holy water bottles, fonts, candles & holders,
posters, Baptism, Communion or Confirmation gifts,
incense, charcoal, pyxes, chalices, vestments, processional
cross, monstrance, bible stands, DVDs & CDs
Let us have to your email address, name, physical
address and telephone number, or cellphone number to
sms SALE dates!
* Keep up-to-date with new publications!
* Receive notice of our "20% discount SALE days"
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strained the relationship with the
State even further. Despite those
diff icult times, Catholic schools
continued to provide quality education to all children regardless of
creed, class or colour. Education
Minister Angie Motshekga, herself
a product of Catholic Education,
has on several occasions paid homage to the Catholic Church for its
noble and self less contribution to
the social capital of the nation.
An evolving landscape
Here in Cape Town, many past
pupils still gather regularly to celebrate the spirit of schools like St
Columba’s, St Owen’s, Savio and
Loreto Sea Point. Several teaching
congregations have also sought to
adapt in order to meet emerging
needs. For example, the Salesians
now focus on Skills Development
whilst the Holy Cross Sisters
have invested a great deal in Early
Childhood Development. The
Dominican Sisters have a particular ministry to Deaf Children and
the Pallottine Sisters continue to
serve the needs of chronically ill and
intellectually challenged children.
St Joseph’s Marist College has for a
number of years operated a Specials
Needs Unit whose children are fully
integrated into Marist Family Life.
Increasingly schools will need to
adapt in order to respond to the
most challenging needs of the time.

Archbishop Brislin, in his homily at
the opening of the bicentenary year,
spoke about the danger of getting
stuck in an institutional mind set.
There is always the danger of glorifying the past and not being open to
new possibilities. Whilst we honour
our founders and acknowledge that
we are ‘standing on the shoulder of
those who have gone before us’ we
are also mindful of Basho’s advice,
“Do not seek to follow in the footsteps of the wise. Seek what they
sought.”
Our current footprint
We currently have two types of
Catholic Schools in the Western
Cape – Independent and Public
Schools on Private Property.
Collectively, the Church and the
Religious own 42 schools in the

region. We have a unique relationship with the State in that all our
schools have Deeds of Agreement in
place which allows for the promotion
of our Special Religious Character.
This Agreement is central to our
Catholicity especially in light of
the recent High Court judgement
which reiterated that ordinary public
schools may not promote the interest
of any one religion. The following are the Owners of Catholic
Schools:
1. Cabra Dominicans (12)
2. Archdiocese of Cape Town (10)
3. Holy Cross Sisters (6)
4. Marist Brothers (1)
5. Christian Brothers (1)
6. Oblates of St Francis de Sales (1)
7. Loreto Sisters (1)
8. Pallottine Sisters (1)
9. Redemptorists (1)
Towards the future
The Catholic school finds itself
in a blessed space. Through the
ministry of education we are able to
form teachers and young people who
have the heart and mind to bring
about the kingdom of God. We must
continue to pursue high academic,
discipline and sporting standards –
this is an expectation of all schools.
But we must do our ‘school business’ in a manner that evidences the
distinctive touchstones of Catholic
Education:
• Education for liberation and fullness of life
• Education inspired by the
Gospel and its priorities
• Education in communities on
inclusion
• Education promoting justice and
solidarity
Invitation to tell your Story
In collaboration with the
Catechetical Department we are
inviting schools and parishes to participate in a Bicentennial Heritage
Project.
How to do this?
Research the history of your school/
parish or founder/guiding figure.
Your story may be told through an
interview, an essay, a poem, song,
drawing, photographic journal.
Certificates of participation and
prizes to be awarded. Refer to the
f lyer for more details.
Evona Rebelo
Catholic Schools’ Office
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On 13-14 May 2017, THE CATHOLIC MEN’S INITIATIVE hosted a two-day pilgrimage to Schoenstatt in honour of 100 years since Our Lady of Fatima’s apparitions in Fatima,
Portugal. There were four starting points on Saturday 13th, namely: Durbanville, Bothasig, Sandrift and Woodstock, which ended at St Mary’s Cathedral in Cape Town with a sleepover. The pilgrims wish to extend their sincere gratitude towards the parishes where they were warmly welcomed. On Sunday 14th May, the pilgrims set out from the Cathedral
to the Schoenstatt Shrine where Holy Mass was celebrated at 11.00 with Archbishop Stephen Brislin. A big thank you to everyone who helped and made this pilgrimage possible
and special thanks to the City of Cape Town and the Portuguese Bikers.

Sr Othmara celebrates 100th Birthday
Sister Othmara’s 100th birthday on
Friday 7 July 2017 began with the
community’s morning prayer, followed
by the Holy Eucharist celebrated by
Fr Ricardo Smuts. This was indeed
a day of celebration and thanksgiving for the Pallottine sisters in their
Pinelands convent.
Sister Othmara – Justin Anna
Metzger – was born on 7 July 1917
in Werbachhausen, Germany. Her
desire was to become a missionary. In
1937 she became a postulant of the
Pallottine Missionaries in Limburg.
The next year she received her religious name, Sister Othmara, and
made her first profession of vows in
1940.
Sister Othmara made her final pro-

fession on the Feast of Our Lady’s
Assumption in 1946. During World
War II Sr Othmara served as a professional nurse.
In 1948 she left her homeland and
set off for South Africa with nine other
sisters. The ten missionary sisters flew
to Johannesburg and travelled to Cape
Town by train.
As we celebrate the bi-centennial
anniversary of the Catholic Church
in Southern Africa we pay tribute to a
consecrated woman who gave her life
to South African children.

Most of Sister Othmara’s religious
life in South Africa as a professional
nurse was dedicated to the care of
chronically ill children in St Joseph’s
Home in Montana.
Sister Othmara is known and recognized as a very generous, capable and
courageous sister. Her community are
so proud of her and thank God that
she is still with them. She is still
fighting the good fight and graciously
waiting God’s call home.
Sr Annemarie Niehsen, SAC

MIRACLES
Every day we wait
for miracles to happen
Open your eyes and look around you
Miracles are all around us
Wonderful things that God
freely gives us
The sky so blue
and the sun shining bright
The spectacular beauty of mountains
The mystical beauty of
the colorful rainbow
The comforting glow of the moon
Every dark night and bright day
Every tiny grain of sand
on the ground
Every twinkling bright star in the sky
The sparkling fresh raindrops
The expansive and attractive
blue ocean
The calming musical sounds
of nature
The cool morning breeze and

Sr Othmara was one of the original Pallottine Missionary Sisters
who heeded the call to come to Cape Town and was involved with St
Joseph’s Home for Chronically Ill Children from the start. She also
became the first Matron. Above are the first Sisters arriving by plane,
The Flying Dutchman, in Johannesburg.

pearly dew drops
The waving green leaves and
colorful flowers
The vast and majestic trees
all around us
The green fields of grass
covering the ground.
The intriguing variety of creatures
and animals of the world.
The amazing world beneath
the Earth’s surface of beautiful and amazing caves.
Every snow flake falling from
the sky to coat the earth in a
blanket of breathtaking white.
So what miracles are we waiting for?
Miracles are everywhere.
Every moment is a miracle.

Pilgrims who participated in a pilgrimage in honour of Our Lady of
Fatima in the June 2017 centenary celebrations. The significance of
this group is that they returned with the relics of St Jacinta and St
Francisco. Fr Michael Clement SAC accepted the relics on behalf of the
Archdiocese of Cape Town.

Every day holds a miracle.
Life is a miracle.
Tlalane Manciya

PARISH ECO WORKSHOP: Inspired by Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si’ (Care for the Earth) and at the request of Archbishop Stephen Brislin that it be developed for
spiritual and practical implementation on a parish level, a Parish Eco Workshop was held at the Chancery on Saturday 29 July 2017. Fr Bernard Makore gave input for reflection,
there was a prayer liturgy of care for the earth, and groups gathered to look at practical ways of implicating the encyclical on a parish level
ARCHDIOCESAN NEWS
July-September 2017
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SECOND COLLECTIONS
PARISH

HOLY CHILDHOOD
2016

ECCL. EDUCATION FUND

LENTEN APPEAL

2017

2016

2017

2016

17,213.40

1,700.00

2017

PRIESTS’ SICK FUND
2016

2017

2,520.00

2,160.00

Athlone

560.00

1,800.00

12,220.00

Atlantis

112.00

318.20

8,202.80

7,383.40

323.00

409.30

335.00

645.70

Belgravia

836.00

1,568.52

10,475.75

10,127.41

1,120.00

1,386.60

1,471.80

2,059.20

Belhar

1,349.00

1,987.00

19,426.70

16,163.00

1,394.00

2,269.00

2,173.00

1,500.00

Bellville

2,740.00

2,000.00

46,376.40

47,090.00

3,260.00

3,300.00

7,010.00

5,080.00

368.30

5,752.10

4,139.60

493.95

406.90

448.10

Bothasig

3,124.30

4,993.10

48,671.90

49,711.00

5,592.20

6,533.10

Brackenfell

1,969.30

3,250.00

19,890.05

22,692.55

3,070.00

2,200.00

3,750.00

Bridgetown

690.00

650.00

5,362.00

6,208.00

460.00

350.00

1,150.00

475.00

Camps Bay

1,960.00

2,180.00

12,370.00

16,605.00

3,890.00

4,675.00

4,460.00

2,600.00

Bonteheuwel

354.30
7,225.50
2,900.00

Cathedral

2,906.70

2,508.70

21,968.60

20,299.05

2,360.45

1,192.00

2,933.40

Claremont

1,515.30

1,528.50

23,471.43

24,200.40

3,640.70

1,094.50

5,240.00

2,553.00

Constantia

6,930.00

3,840.00

49,523.85

47,390.00

6,030.00

4,210.00

9,270.00

7,220.00

5,255.80

4,715.50

330.00

Delft

268.80

District Six

537.35

757.10

4,922.70

5,049.95

500.00

719.60

588.20

469.70

Durbanville

5,358.30

6,440.40

59,204.20

58,297.25

3,783.10

6,682.80

8,818.80

10,154.00

Elsie’s River

1,110.00

1,280.00

13,582.00

14,368.80

1,170.00

1,150.00

1,490.00

1,530.00

Factreton

991.75

610.30

9,100.35

11,307.01

924.60

1,369.50

1,337.60

1,623.00

Fish Hoek

1,542.15

2,487.90

11,526.35

19,334.35

2,107.20

2,864.45

1,502.90

3,008.90

Goodwood

2,005.90

2,785.80

20,941.00

32,250.10

2,407.10

2,541.90

Grassy Park

1,750.00

2,208.60

25,052.00

25,510.00

1,420.00

1,359.00

2,510.00

2,269.00

Green Point

2,265.10

1,970.00

2,570.00

24,170.00

22,880.00

4,360.00

4,140.00

4,900.00

3,940.00

Gugulethu

529.10

500.00

6,110.70

6,121.00

824.00

626.40

85.00

1,102.00

Hanover Park

17,448.00

900.00

1,690.00

15,546.90

500.00

1,590.00

2,090.00

2,630.00

Heathfield

6,869.35

8,868.80

77,572.30

90,643.66

5,977.90

6,399.00

7,835.90

7,840.00

Hermanus

3,194.00

2,872.80

21,036.05

22,349.30

1,997.40

1,797.40

2,069.50

3,029.40

Hout Bay

1,550.00

2,265.00

11,621.00

15,167.85

1,509.40

1,929.00

2,460.20

3,236.70

2,830.00

2,550.00

310.00

Khayelitsha QoA

560.00

Khayeltisha St R

2,622.50

441.50

11,048.00

7,608.00

421.00

422.50

680.00

680.00

Kleinvlei

1,798.00

2,425.30

18,666.60

23,092.55

1,380.00

1,450.50

2,320.00

1,872.50

285.00

229.10

4,211.65

4,117.25

219.00

371.50

473.75

432.30

Koelenhof
Kommetjie

2,247.50

1,947.10

17,604.50

19,300.90

2,333.50

2,095.50

2,963.00

3,195.00

Kraaifontein

1,250.70

1,138.70

18,902.50

20,989.50

1,806.45

1,755.10

2,434.55

1,947.60

Kuils River

2,262.00

2,164.50

21,627.70

19,580.30

210.00

154.00

1,608.60

1,439.00

350.00

7,993.00

8,406.20

870.00

Lansdowne

4,888.55

7,090.50

55,182.60

59,840.50

6,136.00

Lavistown

1,304.40

1,960.50

15,406.10

21,104.00

Lentegeur

3,086.90

3,712.10

34,418.45

31,157.90

Maitland

NONE

2,970.00

18,246.36

19,655.48

2,816.10

Malmesbury

330.70

557.80

4,463.35

4,953.80

403.10

Manenberg

618.00

726.50

7,548.90

6,917.30

780.40

Lambert’s Bay
Langa

64.00

3,250.00

250.50

333.00

104.50

1,159.00

260.00

6,575.80

10,570.50

8,630.40

1,102.50

1,605.90

1,542.00

2,321.00

2,390.35

3,600.60

4,098.75

3,773.80

2,953.70

3,552.00

518.20

438.90

894.60

548.70

973.40

539.10

2,560.00

17,863.70

17,804.50

2,180.20

2,951.00

2,210.00

2,192.00

Milnerton

NONE

4,200.00

18,860.00

26,390.00

3,060.00

4,500.00

4,990.00

8,130.00

Mowbray

2,108.00

2,304.00

19,042.65

16,406.00

3,053.60

3,287.60

4,349.00

4,109.90

Newlands

3,626.20

3,436.70

40,685.75

34,182.40

4,641.70

4,582.00

5,091.60

8,071.10

5,716.70

4,520.00

9,395.65

5,532.60

735.60

435.00

919.60

715.30

0.00

5,690.00

853.50

610.00

328.00

390.00

Matroosfontein

Nyanga
Observatory

1,219.70

841.50

Overberg

386.00

Paarl

2,579.51

25,814.86

26,777.25

1,747.00

2,853.55

5,345.65

3,286.00

Parow

5,500.00

5,750.00

33,154.00

35,030.00

4,420.00

4,930.00

4,800.00

5,200.00

2,190.00

14,448.60

17,164.50

2,180.00

1,620.00

2,942.20

1,720.00

Pinelands

3,324.30

2,883.85

21,196.05

28,362.55

3,130.00

2,724.50

4,778.80

4,504.70

Plumstead

4,631.30

6,041.10

39,377.70

44,424.70

5,025.40

5,325.40

3,472.70

5,862.20

639.50

811.30

6,428.30

4,903.60

560.50

407.60

959.10

800.15

1,480.00

14,370.00

16,290.00

1,400.00

1,250.00

1,190.00

Parow Valley

Portuguese
Retreat
Rocklands

1,215.00

1,493.00

9,839.00

11,113.00

1,516.00

1,759.00

2,287.00

1,381.00

Rondebosch

6,165.80

8,469.30

66,833.20

74,552.40

10,965.55

8,776.55

12,850.80

12,201.00

Sea Point

3,760.00

5,030.00

27,332.00

28,078.00

3,270.00

3,350.00

4,615.00

3,800.00

22,171.00

24,499.00

600.00

600.00

600.00

600.00

39,871.15

Simon’s Town

600.00

Somerset West

6,247.00

6,409.90

41,069.35

3,753.00

5,262.30

6,035.60

7,537.45

St James

1,141.00

2,177.60

19,924.25

19,086.14

1,740.65

1,867.80

2,989.40

3,009.00

Steenberg

1,886.10

23,992.70

25,303.40

2,576.70

1,365.05

3,072.70

1,482.00

25,230.80

26,515.25

3,701.60

5,172.35

3,805.50

37,230.00

47,917.00

NOT

4,453.00

4,140.00

5,980.00

Stellenbosch

2,616.85

Strand

3,730.00

Strandfontein
Table View
Tafelsig
Vredenburg
Welcome Estate
Westridge
Woodstock
Wynberg
TOTALS

R

4,810.00

3,190.00

2,890.00

31,603.00

39,630.00

3,040.00

4,110.00

3,520.00

14,460.00

18,520.00

123,690.00

156,080.00

15,710.00

14,170.00

21,340.00

740.50

487.40

8,908.75

8,113.89

332.20

853.00

1,369.20

807.00

1,317.00

2,756.90

16,198.45

21,162.35

1,703.00

2,573.60

2,075.50

3,202.40

957.30

381.60

15,524.20

15,486.94

979.70

1,096.00

1,329.70

1,531.00

1,800.00

2,500.00

19,369.00

28,233.50

2,000.00

1,800.00

2,500.00

3,000.00

700.00

1,850.00

1,200.00

5,422.20

6,336.30

5,464.50

5,586.40

780.00

690.00

9,800.00

10,375.00

4,340.00

5,344.90

39,578.94

42,693.76

150,486.61 182,655.67

1,633,759.84

1,787,567.14

Please Note: The above figures represent deposits made up until the end of June 2017
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Cape Town
remembers
seafarers on
Sea Sunday

17,930.00

170,115.05 178,369.95 228,796.95 230,676.80

Apostleship of the Sea and Port
Chaplain, Fr Gerardo Garcia CS

Thousands of churches around the world marked Sea
Sunday on July 9 this year with Mass and prayers for
seafarers, their families and those who support them.
In Cape Town South Africa, Apostleship of the Sea
(AoS) port chaplain Fr Gerardo Garcia held a first-ever
interfaith service with other organisations working in
the port followed by a social gathering at the seafarers
centre.
A Sea Sunday letter from the Vatican was also read out
during the service.
In the Vatican, Pope Francis made history with AoS by
tweeting for the first time about Sea Sunday on July 9.
The pontiff ’s tweet, which went out at 12:30 in the
afternoon read, “I entrust sailors, fishermen, and all
those in difficulty on the seas far away from home, to the
motherly protection of Mary, Star of the Sea”.
It is the first time Pope Francis has tweeted a Sea
Sunday message, a move widely seen as his way of personally reaching out to seafarers on their mobile phones and
devices.
At the time of writing the tweet received 6,828
Retweets, 34,611 Likes and 657 comments.
One comment read, “Thank You Papa Francesco for
your prayers for our brothers and sisters who sail the
rough waters.” Another said, “Being a Roman Catholic is
a wonderful thing went [when] church prayers [prays] for
people in the sea it was great.”
Besides the English version of the tweet, there were
also versions in Spanish, French, Italian, German, Latin,
Polish and Arabic.
The tweet in Arabic is particularly poignant given
recent media reports about an increase in crew abandonment cases in the Gulf region.
According to the Gulf Times, nearly 100 Indian seafarers are stranded in UAE waters on 22 ships, with distress
calls on the rise. Besides Indian crew, there are also
seafarers from Sri Lanka, the Philippines, Myanmar and
Pakistan on the ships. The paper says the men have not
been paid their wages and are living in harsh conditions
with a lack of food, fresh water and fuel.
In his Angelus address in St Peter’s Square on Sea
Sunday in 2014, Pope Francis affirmed AoS’ ministry
saying, “I urge Christian communities, particularly the
coastal ones, to be attentive and sensitive towards them.
I call on the chaplains and volunteers of the Apostleship
of the Sea to continue with their commitment to the
pastoral care of these brothers and sisters”
This October, AoS will hold its World Congress in
Kaohsiung, Taiwan, to explore further ways in which it
can strengthen its global network and increase support to
seafarers, with a particular emphasis on tackling human
trafficking and injustices of fishers.
For further information about the work of the Apostleship
of the Sea, please contact Fr Gerardo Garcia on gerardogarciap@hotmail.com, Dcn Gerald Gerald Sobotker on
gsobotker@telkomsa.net, or visit their website at www.
apostleshipofthesea.org.za
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Mid-Year Message
As we start the celebrations towards
the bicentenary of the Church in
Southern Africa, this is a great time
to pause and reflect on the work we
do today and how it continues long
standing traditions of the church in
the evangelising mission. 200 years
ago, and even at the centenary celebrations 100 years ago, science and
thinking of the day could never have
predicted that mankind could cause
such damage to the planet and worse
to each other. The ages of enlightenment and advances in science challenged the whole cosmological order
and with that the move away from the
uniqueness of God’s love in the world
in his image through us.
At
Catholic
Welfare
and
Development, we encounter through
our humanitarian response a clear
example of these twin threats, through
so called progress for economic benefit, climatic conditions have increased
extreme weather events and increased
the probability of fires and other lifethreatening disasters. On the other
hand, the broad indifference in society
to those suffering from these conditions challenges at the core our
closeness to the church and our communion with creation. At the centre
of these twin threats, stands hope, a
team of three at CWD supported by a
small group of supporters who provide
goods in kind, clothes, food, money
and ultimately inspiration for us to
continue to assist and rebuild dignity.
We thank our many supporters who
through their care and love remind us
that man-made climate change and
indifference can be countered by those
who remain true to the teachings of
Christ.
From 21 March, Human Rights
Day, to 30 June, Catholic Welfare
and Development ran the 100 days
of Catholic Social Action campaign.
The main aim of the campaign is to
provide a platform for solidarity and
to inspire others to support the work
of building the Kingdom. In short,
we run the campaign to invite many
others to join supporters like those
who support the disaster program.
The theme of this year’s campaign
“A CLIMATE FOR CHANGE”
focused on three things, change for
the Earth (Laudato Si), change for
families (Amoris Laetitia) and also
change for Youth. We were blessed
to have local partners, members of

A celebratory mass took place
in the newly blessed Catholic
Welfare and Development Chapel
in Greenpoint to close 100 Days
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IN BRIEF
SIGN THE PLEDGE

Please support the Laudato Si pledge where you can sign
up via FaceBook and Twitter. Alternatively, you can
email us at info@cwd.org.za for more information.

The “Global Catholic Climate Movement Guide for Parishes” which
we contributed to, has been finalised and is available for all parishes.
Please contact our office for a copy

communities and international guests
at the launch of the campaign. Our
special thanks to Poet on Watch from
New Jersey, Yvette Abrahams (former
Gender Equality Commissioner
turned climate activist) and Michael
Blake (International Labour Research
and Information Group – ILRIG)
for their inputs into Climate and
Youth. Our very own Denise Damon,
Executive Programmes Manager, ran
a session on Amoris Laetitia which was
well received. A very special thanks to
all who attended. The 100 days signaled some great actions from across
communities which are too numerous to mention. It is however worth
mentioning the launch, a dialogue on
Youth and the Housing Crisis and the
celebratory mass which took place in
the newly blessed Catholic Welfare
and Development Chapel in Green
Point. Feel free to contact Mr Richard
Pfaff, L.E.A.R.N. manager, for any
information around 100 Days and if
you are in the area, feel free to join in
prayer in the Chapel.

As a member of the Global Catholic
Climate Movement (GCCM) we are
especially blessed to have access to a
range of resources. The GCCM Guide
for Parishes which we contributed to,
has been finalised and is available for
all parishes. Please contact our office
for a copy and if you would like to
join a workshop of Green Parishes.
Our FaceBook page also has many
updates on our work with the GCCM
and is a great place to be involved,
especially if you would like to join the
global movement in September for
the Season of Creation. If you are not
on social media we are still a phone
call away (+27 21 425 2095). You can
also make a pledge to Laudato Si and
join a million Catholics around the
world supporting Pope Francis on this
important message on how we find
harmony with nature and each other.
Thanks to all our supporters for
continuing to inspire us to do more.
God Bless.

CLASSIC MOVIES

Our Wellness and Healing Project Manager, Andre
Marais, has always been an arts enthusiast – he will be
hosting his own show on CTV (DSTV Channel 263) at 9pm
on Sundays entitled CLASSIC CINEMA. Tune in from
Sunday, 30th July and watch the classics of World Cinema
for the next 14 weeks.

Executive Director,
Kevin Roussel

DISASTER RESPONSE

You can still donate to our disaster response team who
are working tirelessly to reach those affected by fire and
floods.

Disaster Response: A team of three at CWD is supported by a small
group of supporters who provide goods in kind, clothes, food, money
and ultimately inspiration for us to continue to assist and rebuild
dignity. We thank our many supporters who through their care and
love remind us that man-made climate change and indifference can be
countered by those who remain true to the teachings of Christ.

For information about CWD projects you can email info@cwd.org.za or visit www.cwd.org.za
or FaceBook.com/CatholicWelfareAndDevelopment/
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