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The 2017 MWYD was held in 
Durban Exhibition Centre, 
and was attended by more 
than 5 000 young people of 
our Conference, including 
Mozambique and Zimbabwe. 
Our bishops came in num-
bers to support us, giving 
encouragement through cat-
echetical sessions and ser-
mons during Mass. Cardinal 
Wilfrid Napier, Archbishop 
of Durban, led the welcoming 
ceremony while Cape Town’s 
Archbishop, Stephen Brislin, 
was the main celebrant at 
the official opening Mass. 
Different clusters took turns 
in leading the music at the 
Eucharistic celebrations. 

This is the event that needs 
to be supported by all young 
people within and outside our 
Conference. It is a tool that 
seeks to unite young people 
and offer them an opportu-
nity to teach and learn from 
one another. We were grate-
ful as young people of Cape 
Town to be able to go and 
represent our Archdiocese 
and we are looking forward 
to World Youth Day, Panama 
in 2019.

Fr Lindela Betya

Mini World Youth Day 2017

At 14.00 on Sunday 4th February 
2018 – on the Archdiocese of 
Cape Town’s patronal feast of 
Our Lady of the Flight into Egypt 
– over 4000 Catholics from par-
ishes across the Archdiocese of 
Cape Town gathered at Holy 
Cross Church, District Six fo 
r a Eucharistic Procession to St 
Mary’s Cathedral. The purpose 
of the procession was to give 
witness to the presence of the 
Catholic Church in Southern 
Africa over the past 200 years.

The theme of the day was 
“The Importance of Marriage 
and Family in the Life of the 
Church and Society”. 

After introductory prayers, 
the procession moved off at 
14.30, following the Blessed 
Sacrament, led by Archbishop 
Stephen Brislin. It made its way 
through the streets of Cape 
Town, concluding at St Mary’s 
Cathedral where Archbishop 
Brislin gave Benediction to all 
those who were assembled.

It was indeed a wonderful 
opportunity for Catholics of 
our Archdiocese to be togeth-
er, celebrating our faith and 
praying together in public – laity 
(including members of sodali-
ties, spiritual movements and 
young people from our Catholic 
schools), consecrated persons, 
deacons and priests. Many also 
came as families, celebrating 
the theme of the day. Here are 
some pics from the day.

Giving witness to 200 
years of Catholic faith
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Sat 27 January

Foundation for Ministry Course

Sat 24 February

Empower: Young Leaders Training

tueS 20 March

Young Adults Evening

Fri 27 april

Freedom Day Youth Sports 
Day (Fish Hoek Parish)

thurS 24 May

Young Adults Evening

Sat 16 June

Youth Day Celebrations

Wed 25 July

Young Adults Evening

18 auguSt

Divine Renovation Conference 
(Archdiocesan Event)

Sat 8 SepteMber

Spring Dance Fundraiser

Sat 6 OctOber

Empower: Young Leaders Training

Fri 26 OctOber 
Young Adults Evening

13-17 deceMber

Camp

I hope you have all had a fantastic start 
to 2018! 

2017 ended with both joy and sad-
ness in the youth office:

We had a wonderful Camp Testify 
in early December, focussing on 
Theology of the Body, with two guest 
presenters from Johannesburg – Dean 
and Diana. Here is a photo of the smil-
ing faces of some of our presenters 
and participants.

Sadly we also had to say goodbye 
to Sean Lategan, who is leaving Cape 
Town, getting married and starting a 

new job (approximately in that order). 
For the past four years Sean has been 
my right (and usually left) hand; has 
not simply been ‘working’ in the youth 
office, but pouring his heart and soul 
into youth ministry in Cape Town. So 
many lives have been touched and so 
much light shone through his ministry 
that there are no words to adequately 
describe the impact he has had. On 
behalf of all the many people whose 
lives he has touched and especially on 
behalf of the youth office and chap-
laincy team, I would like to thank him 

for all the has done and been for us 
and wish him joy and peace and bless-
ings in his new endeavours. 

Our first event for 2018 will be 
our annual Empower Conference 
on 24 February at the Italian Club. 
Please see the poster for more details.  
Registration is only complete upon 
payment, and both should be done by 
5 Feb at http://catholicyouthct.co.za/. 

I hope to see as many of you as pos-
sible at our events this year

Peace and Blessings
Fr Charles

2018 YOuTH 
CALENDAR

TREFOIL – No 284

Share in Christ’s life
and mission with

The Missionary Sisters
of the Assumption

Sr Carmel, 082-543-9778
srcarmelmsa@gmail.com

Become an expression of Christ’s
presence in the world with

The Missionary Sisters
of the Assumption

Sr Carmel, 082-543-9778
srcarmelmsa@gmail.com

Bring Christ’s Good News
to all with

The Missionary Sisters
of the Assumption

Sr Carmel, 082-543-9778
srcarmelmsa@gmail.com

Abortion Warning 
‘The Pill’ can abort, undetected, soon after 
conception. A medical fact. See www.hu-
manlife.org/abortion_does_the_pill.php

On the first of February we cel-
ebrated the memorial of Blessed 
Tshimangadzo Benedict Daswa, 
whose cause for canonization 
continues. I was reflecting on 
the life of Blessed Benedict and 
how relevant his life and courage 
are for us today. I’m sure that by 
now you are familiar with the 
narrative of his life – a married 
man, a father of eight children, 
school principal, catechist in the 
Church, a person with a great 
love and concern for young peo-
ple – who was martyred when 
he was a mere 44 years old. 
Storms and lightning had plagued 
the region in which he lived in 
Venda and some members of the 
community imposed a “tax” to 
employ the services of a sangoma 
to “sniff out” the person who 
was causing the storms. Blessed 
Benedict refused to participate 
in this, saying that the storms 
were a natural phenomenon. On 
the night of 2 February 1990 he 
was stoned by a mob, beaten and 
clubbed to death. Boiling water 
was poured over him and into 
his ears and nostrils to ensure 
he was dead. It is recorded that 
his final words were: “God, into 
your hands receive my spirit”.

Benedict could have saved his 
life if he had just gone along 
with the mob – it is the easiest 
thing to do. But he was a man 
of principle and of truth, he 
had the courage to stand firm 
in his beliefs and would not 
participate in an activity that 
would have, in all likelihood, led 
to the scapegoating and death 
of a presumed “witch”. So much 
harm and evil are caused by 
just going along with the mob, 
succumbing to peer pressure. 
Our own past reflects this: most 

“whites” went along with apart-
heid even when recognizing the 
evil of it; people get caught up 
and go along with mob justice, 
killing those presumed to have 
robbed or raped; protests spiral 
into destruction such as burning 
of schools. Similarly, it is so easy 
to scapegoat and to pour all the 
blame onto one person or a 
particular group.

Blessed Benedict’s witness 
contradicts such attitudes and 
behaviour. His life reminds us of 
the importance of conscience 
and the fact that each one of us 
will one day be called to account 
before God – we will not be 
able to hide behind sentiments 
such as “I was obeying orders” 
or “Everyone else was doing 
it”. As Christians we seek the 
truth and we seek it in Christ 
and living a Christ-like life, called 
to compassion, mercy, forgive-
ness and gentleness. Benedict 
Daswa showed all these virtues 
and in his dedicated yet humble 
life he teaches us that it can 
be done. Even though we face 
massive pressure to conform 
to the changing winds of what 
is thought to be fashionable, we 
must always remain rooted in 
Christian principles and truth.

Benedict Daswa is a patron 
against the occult, against witch-
craft, for persecuted Christians, 
teachers, principals and fathers. 
Let us never be afraid to turn to 
him in our need and to seek his 
intercession. Blessed Benedict 
Daswa, pray for us.

+Stephen Brislin
Archbishop of Cape Town



ARCHDIOCESAN NEWS
January-March 2018 3

THEN AND NOW: Pictured above (left) are Harold and Noreen Maslamoney, married on 27 April 1968 by Fr Stephen Naidoo CSsR 
(who was a cousin of Noreen’s) at St Agnes Church, Woodstock; and above (right) here they are 50 years later. Congratulations!

Christian 
Brothers’

Centre
The Christian Brothers Centre is an Eco-Spirituality 
Centre. The Centre’s visioning line is “There will be Peace 
on Earth when we are at Peace with the Earth”. Our aim is 
for youth groups, young adults and adult groups to have an 
opportunity and an experience of living in harmony with 
nature, to experience a sense of ‘mystery’ and ‘wonder’ 
and to deepen their understanding of God so as to live 
a more harmonious life personally and become involved 
in social justice issues and care of the earth. Two words 
would describe what the Centre is all about – “contempla-
tion” and “compassion”.

The Centre aims to be a ‘living and learning experience’ 
in line with the vision that it has for the Centre, for 
those people and groups spending time here. There is 
a well-stocked library at the Centre Office, with books 
and DVDs on Spirituality, the Universe story, Creation 
and Reconciliation, Sustainability, Economics, History and 
the Natural Environment and the Great Outdoors. All 
new and renovated buildings are built to be eco-friendly, 
incorporating sustainability initiatives and saving on energy 
and water use.

The grounds and buildings are simple and beautiful and all 
groups are encouraged to use the facilities responsibly, 
with care and with thought and gratitude. The aim is that 
these groups come away with a deeper sense of wonder 
and gratefulness for the gift of each day, the gift of our 
mother Earth and the gift of each creature and our fellow 
human beings.

Church groups, e.g. Ecclesia, Confirmation, Faith Sharing, 
Parenting, and Youth groups of any kind are welcome and 
invited to make use of the facilities offered by the Centre. 
For queries about bookings and rates please contact the 
Centre directly, or visit the website, details given below.

Contact us
The office hours are 08.30 to 15.30 (Monday to Friday). 
For more information or questions about the Centre, 
contact can be made by phone, email or by post.

P.O. Box 142, Stellenbosch, 7599. 
Phone: 021 880 0242
Email: cbcstel@gmail.com
Website: www.cbcentre.co.za
GPS: 33° 57’ 57.5” S and 18° 51’ 44.5” E

Directions
The Centre is located in Paradyskloof Road, Stellenbosch. 
Paradyskloof Road is opposite the entrance to the 
Stellenbosch Golf Club on the R44 (linking Stellenbosch 
and Somerset West). Travel up Paradyskloof Road until 
the T-junction (with a circle) and turn left. Follow the road 
until you reach the oak tree in the middle of the road. You 
will see Christian Brothers’ Centre on the left.

A place to experience the 
mystery and wonder of God
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Theology 
Today

Mgr Andrew Borello

The world in which we live is activ-
ity driven. We are so conditioned, 
that there is something wrong with 
us if we are not being active. Even 
our leisure time is increasingly 
active – we must be busy doing 
something, filling our lives with 
endless activities. There is no place 
for us to pause and be, we have 
always to be active and engaged 
in something, anything rather than 
having nothing to do. Our lives are 
busy, frenetic, distracted, noisy 
and continually interacting with 
people. While the many tools of 
social communication can be a 
benefit in our lives, they can also 
intrude to such a degree that they 
take over our lives. 

It is no wonder that increasingly 
people have little or no sense of 
God or need for God – we can 
do it all for ourselves. There is no 
time for God, no space to encoun-
ter him. For us to experience 
and know God, we have to begin 
with a sense of ourselves, being 
in touch with that deepest longing 
inside of ourselves. If our life focus 
is external and outwardly driven, 
we will never get in touch with this 
interior place. Yet if we learn to 
stop and to start listening we will 
begin to realise just how much we 
are in need of God, who alone can 
give us meaning. In essence, we are 
“wired” for God and will only find 
our true meaning in him.

Critical to our encounter with 
God, is an encounter with the 
inner reality of our lives and 
requires that we stop, pause, be 
still and listen. So, what we need is 
time to be quiet, space where we 
are not active and silence. Yet can 
we do that? Silence is for many of 
us uncomfortable and awkward. 
We have just to look at our inter-
action with other people – we 
are always talking, often talking at 
them and not listening to them. 
How present are we to others? 
It is hard for us just to be with 
someone else, without the need 
of filling the space with noise. Yet 
perhaps the deepest encounter 
happens when we can be with that 
person in silence and no longer 
feel the need to do or say anything. 
The same is true with us and God. 
It is in resting in God that we 

encounter him.

Even our prayer often follows the 
pattern of being active, busy, noisy 
and filling up the space with a 
clutter of words – distracted and 
not present to God. We need to 
get prayer done rather than being 
prayerful – present to God and 
resting in him who is completely 
present to us. Why do we need to 
be doing prayer, as if it were some 
sort of obligation rather than 
all about relationship with God? 
Prayer is about being with God in 
a loving conversation, listening as 
much as talking to God. 

All too often the prayers we use 
are overly wordy – just pages of 
words that we rattle off at God 
as if the more words we use, the 
more God will listen. Rather than 
praying a set of external words, 
we need to pray out of our own 
personal reality, using our own 
words. It is about being real with 
God and our reality is seldom neat 
and tidy, but more likely messy and 
where we struggle to live as God 
wants us to live. Sometimes there 
will be no words, but only a silence 
before him. As in any relationship 
it is good to just be with God and 
not have to say anything. That 
does not mean that nothing is hap-
pening – the Spirit is expressing 
our reality beyond words and in 
the mind of God.

In Liturgy, which is the public 
prayer of the Church, the same 
truths apply. Active, conscious and 
full participation is more than mak-
ing the right responses and singing 
hymns. It is about opening our-
selves to the mystery celebrated 
and being present in the reality 
of ourselves as a celebrating com-
munity: the mystery entering into 
us and our entering into mystery, 
until we become what we cel-
ebrate. This requires our availabil-
ity, our being present to God and 
all that God is doing, our readiness 
to listen, our offering of ourselves 
and our willingness to live within 
mystery. For this to happen, there 
have to be spaces of silence within 
the Liturgy, moments when we 
do not have to be saying or doing 
anything, but simply being.

Be still and know that I am God.

You are warmly invited to attend a

DAY FOR THE SICK, AGED and 
PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED

SuNDAY 18th FEBRuARY, 2018

at SCHOENSTATT, CONSTANTIA

commencing at 10 a.m. with refreshments.

Holy Mass will be celebrated during the course of the morning.

The cost of the lunch provided will be R50.00 per person.

For catering purposes please contact the Retreat 
Centre at Schoenstatt (021 794 3132) before 10 

February to confirm your lunch booking

Should you wish to provide your own lunch, feel free to do so!

Born in Cape Town in 1928, Fr Ralph 
de Hahn, the eldest son of a convert 
family, was a member of St Agnes 
parish in Woodstock, where he and his 
family were received into the Church 
and where he received his calling to 
the priesthood. 

After doing his Philosophy at St 
John Vianney Seminary in Pretoria, 
Cardinal Owen McCann sent him to 
Rome to complete his Theology. He 
was ordained there on 21 December 
1957. 

Throughout his years as a priest, 
Fr Ralph has always kept busy in the 
Lord’s vineyard. He was the Cape 
Town youth leader for many years, 
Director of Catechetics, had several 
interviews on Catholicism on both 
SABC radio and television, was the 
Spiritual Director of the Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal, and did mis-
sionary preaching in the USA for 

20 years, raising large amounts of 
money for the Archdiocese of Cape 
Town. 

Fr Ralph is the author of two books, 
one on poetry ‘On Poetic Wings’, and 
the other well known ‘Let me tell you 
a story’, which helped fund the build-
ing of churches in poor communities. 
Fr Ralph officially retired at the age 
of 75, but is up until today still active 
with supplying in various parishes and 
writing articles for the press.

On reaching his Diamond Anniversary 
of 60 years as a priest, he chose to cel-
ebrate this special grace-filled occasion 
on 7 January 2018 with his Holy Trinity 
family in Matroosfontein, at the church 
at which he, alongside other donors, 
built in 1984. Here he served as par-
ish priest from 1983-1994. Parishioners 
from various parishes throughout the 
archdiocese came to celebrate with him 
on this joyous occasion.

60 Years a Priest

Fr Ralph celebrates his 60 years 
of priesthood at Holy Trinity, 
Matroosfontein

Be a Current of Grace
On October 12-15, 2017 the Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal of the Western 
Cape hosted the “Spreading the Fire” 
Conference, which was attended by 
people from all parts of South Africa 
and Zimbabwe, including priests, 
deacons and nuns who all assisted in 
many ways. Cape Town last hosted 
a Conference fifteen years ago. It 
celebrated both the Charismatic 
Renewal’s 50th anniversary and the 
100th anniversary of Fatima. 

While talks on various top-
ics like: Promoting the Culture of 
Pentecost; Serving the Church as a 
whole; Celebrating Mary our Mother; 
Moving in Mission and Evangelisation 
of the Church were being presented 
by guest speakers and priests, lots of 
healing took place, and gifts which 
the participants never knew they 
had, surfaced or erupted. Lives were 
changed as people surrendered to the 
Lord and went for Confession, and 
many through surrendering under-
stood and saw the Word of God, 
Mass and Benediction in a clearer and 
more meaningful way. Also, as many 
parishes throughout the Cape Town 
Archdiocese were readying them-
selves to pray the Rosary publically 
at 12pm on Saturday 14 October in 
honour of the Fatima apparitions and 
in commemoration of the “Miracle of 
the Sun”, so too did the Conference 
participants go out in public to pray 
the Rosary.

Feedback has not stopped coming in 
about the Conference via emails and 
social media. The CCR – WC has a 
closed group Facebook page “Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal Western Cape” 
where interested followers are con-
tinuously added. The page is now on 
304 members. 

For those of you who would like to 
purchase a copy of the ‘Spreading the 
Fire” Conference DVD set at R300 
for the complete four days and R100 
per day please do so via the informa-
tion provided below. 

Payment can be made to the following 
account:
Bank: Standard Bank, Pinelands 
Account: Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal 
Account Number: 37 531 7392 
Branch Code: 036 309 
Please use your name and surname as 
the reference 

May God bless you and keep you in 
the shadow of his wings.

Theresa Jones
CCR-WC Assistant Secretary
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Guest House & 
Conference Facility

KOLPING 

Situated in a tranquil garden setting in the cen-
tre of Durbanville, with pool and braai facilities, we 
offer both tastefully decorated Bed and Breakfast 

rooms and Self-Catering units, as well as a full 
English breakfast and dinner by arrangement. 

Conference facilities, wheelchair facilities, within walking 
distance of shops, restaurants, banks and close proximity to 
Catholic Church, tennis courts, golf course and wine route. 

We would like to be your                            
home away from home

CoNTaCT
Shaun Smit, Manager

7 Biccard Street Durbanville 7550
Tel +27 21 970 2900. 
Fax +27 21 976 9839
Cell 082 584 1483

E-mail: info@kolpingguesthouse.co.za
www.kolpingguesthouse.co.za

HERMITAGE COTTAGE
A self-catering cottage with two bedrooms available for silent prayer, 
retreats and quiet study.

The cottage is set in a forest with a natural spring
and close to the mountains and the sea.
Preference is given to those wanting to stay                                        

for three days or more.

The Grail Centre
Kleinmond, Western Cape
Tel: (028) 271 3410
E-mail: grailadm@mweb.co.za

Maseti

On 10 December 2017 more than 100 Kolping members came together 
at Our Lady of Fatima parish in Bellville to commemorate the life and 
work of its founder, Blessed Adolph Kolping. Kolping Families exhib-
ited their work and had items on sale. Holy Mass was celebrated by the 
National Praeses, Fr Kizito Gugah followed by a lunch and socialising 
with members of the different Kolping Families.

Blessed Adolph Kolping 
Commemoration Day

2018 OPENING MASS
On Tuesday 23 January 2018, the National Praeses of Kolping South 
Africa, celebrated the Opening Mass for Staff, Board and Members 
of Kolping South Africa. During the Holy Mass Fr Kizito blessed the 
Head, Heart and Hands of each person, praying that we all give of our 
best to the people we serve in 2018. The Holy Mass was followed by a 
lunch in the National Office. Members from Strandfontein, Kleinvlei, 
Langa, Gugulethu and Kraaifontein Families were present.

Sit-Down Lunch for 
Nazareth House Staff

On 21 and 22 November 2017 
the Archdiocesan Catholic Health 
Carers Association (ACHCA), an 
association initiated in 2011 and 
supported by Archbishop Stephen 
Brislin, sponsored and hosted a sit-
down two course meal for all Nursing 
and Administrative staff who provide 
sterling and compassionate care to 
the profoundly disabled children and 
elderly frail priests living at Nazareth 
House in Cape Town. 

ACHCA members saw this as an 
opportunity to express their sincere 
appreciation and thanks to all the 
Carers at Nazareth House who ‘make 
love visible in all they do on a daily 
basis’. Sr Gladys, the Superior at 
Nazareth House, assisted ACHCA to 
co-ordinate the logistics for the two 
day event, so that the staff could relax 
and enjoy the meal whilst retaining 
adequate staff on the f loor to ensure 
continued care for the children. Sr 
Gladys also assisted with the arrange-
ments for the night staff so that they 
could also enjoy a packed meal.

Each staff member also received a 
small gift donated by the ACHCA 
members.

The staff expressed their sincere 
appreciation to ACHCA members 
for embracing the ‘Care for the Carer’ 
ethos as is embodied in ACHCA’s 
Vision, namely “to be living witnesses 
of the love and compassion of Jesus, 
to those to whom we minister and 
work with in the healing and caring 
professions”.

The ACHCA’s Mission statements 
which guide the action of the associa-
tion are as follows: 

To establish a fellowship of Catholic 
Health Carers to empower, support 
and strengthen each other.

To participate actively in the delib-
eration of issues affecting life, within 
a spirituallysound, moral and ethical 
context.

To be an effective healthcare resource 
group within the Archdiocese.

World Aids Day Mass
On 9 December 2017 ACHCA 

organised a World Aids Day Mass 
at Nazareth House, Oranjezicht. Fr 
Peter-John Pearson (Vicar General) 
and Fr Mark Pothier concelebrated 

the Mass.
Fr Peter-John, in his homily, 

acknowledged the continued strides 
made in the Prevention, Care and 
Management of HIV/AIDS, and 
encouraged the carers present not to 
drop their guard but to continue to 
remain vigilant in our thresholds of 
care. He referred to each Carer as 
being ‘a Human Astronomer’ who 
teaches people and peers a deeper 
faith lesson to explore the mystery of 
God – as no matter how far we con-
quer and achieve in the HIV/AIDS 
arena, there are always new questions 
to be explored.

40 Carers attended the World Aids 
Day Mass from various organisations.

It was wonderful to have Sister 
Margaret Craig, who is presently the 
Provincial Superior of the Nazareth 
House Sisters, attend the Mass as 
she is the 2011 Founder member of 
ACHCA. She was approached by 
Archbishop Brislin in 2011 to start an 
Association for Caring for the Carer. 
She advocated and lobbied the first 
group of members, and thus ACHCA 

News from our Health 
Carers Association

was born.
Sr Margaret encouraged ACHCA 

members present to continue the 
much needed ministry of ‘Caring 
for the Carer’ and to continue to 
uphold our Vision and our Mission 
statements.

Important Dates and Events
3 MARCH 2018 – Day of ref lec-•	
tion and Confession, commencing 
with Mass from 09.30 until 13.30
12 MARCH 2018 – Celebration •	
of International Nurses Day from 
09.30 until 13.30
18 AUGUST 2018 – Women’s Day •	
Focus and ACHCA AGM from 
09.30 until 13.30
1 DECEMBER 2018 – Celebration •	
of World Aids Day Mass from 
09.30 until 13.30
New members most welcome to 

attend all or any of these events.
For more information please con-

tact
ACHCA’s Chairperson Mrs Magda •	
Karelse (076 164 5017) or
ACHCA’s Secretary Ms Estelle •	
Groenewald (083 235 3495)

ABOVE & BELOW: Nazareth House Nursing and Administrative staff 
at the sit-down lunch sponsored by ACHCA
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CPLO Roundtables 
and Other Events

Mr Hanns Bühler visits the CPLO, 24 November 2017
Mr Bühler (right) is pictured with CPLO Director, Fr Peter-John 
Pearson, Archbishop Stephen Brislin, CPLO’s Programme Co-ordinator 
Karen Morris, and the Foundation’s Cape Town representative, Ms 
Marlene Barnard. 

The New Public Protector, One year on, 3 November 2017: L-R: Mr Lawson 
Naidoo, Dr Makhosi Khoza, and Fr Peter-John Pearson (Director, CPLO)

A Just Energy Transition in South Africa: Renewable Energy Jobs - 
The Reality and the Potential, 28 November 2017: L-R: Ms Hameda 
Deedat (Acting Executive Director, NALEDI), Ms Palesa Ngwenya 
(Environment and Energy Researcher, CPLO), Ms Nthombifuthi Ntuli 
(Research Group Leader: Energy Industry, CSIR), Mr Mike Levington 
(Director, Kabi Solar), Ms Tasneem Essop (Commissioner, National 
Planning Commission), and Mr Richard Halsey (Policy Co-ordinator, 
Project 90 by 2030)

Impact of Gang Violence on Children, 29 November 2017: L-R: Fr 
Matsepane Morare SJ (Researcher, CPLO), Mr Robin Coxson, Ms 
Lucille Meyer, and Ms Leonie Adonis

Submission on the Report on the Commercialisation of Religion, 17 
October 2017: Archbishop Stephen Brislin, Sr Hermenegild Makoro, 
and Bishop Sithembele Sipuka, respectively the President, Secretary-
General, and Vice-President of the Southern African Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference, pictured in front of the Nelson Mandela bust outside the 
National Assembly Chamber in October.

Lunch with Mncedisi Filtane (united Democratic Movement), 18 
October 2017: L-R: Ms Elsie Maseke (Consul, Republic of Namibia), Mr 
Mncedisi Filtane, and Fr Peter-John

Faith in the fight of Human Trafficking, 23 November 2017: Fr Peter-
John with some of the Lesotho Members of Parliament and Bishop 
José Luis IMC (Bishop of Manzini)

Have vocations to the priesthood 
declined during the pontificate of 
Pope Francis? In the recent publi-
cation of The Pontifical Yearbook 
2017 and the Annuarium Statisticum 
Ecclesiae (2015, 06.04.2017), statis-
tics suggest that there has been a 
decline in vocations to the priesthood 
in certain parts of the world. 

According to the statistical find-
ings of the Annuarium Statisticum, 
which refer to the year 2015, there 
has been a decline in the number of 
priests from the previous year, there-
fore reversing the upward trend that 
characterized the years from 2000 
to 2014. The decline has particu-
larly affected Europe and Oceania, 
whereas in the remaining continents 
positive changes are recorded from 
year to year.

For example in Africa, America, 
Asia and the Oceania there has been 
an increase in vocations to the priest-
hood during that time. The total 
number of priests in the world in 2015, 
in comparison to 2010, has increased 

from 412,236 to 415,656. While Africa 
and Asia show a sustained trend 
and America has remained almost 
stagnant, however negative rates are 
recorded for Europe and Oceania in 
the same period. 

There is a continuation of the decline 
which has for some years charac-
terized priestly vocations: in 2015 
there was a total of 116,843 major 
seminarians, as compared to 116,939 
in 2014; 118,251 in 2013; 120,051 in 
2012; 120,616 in 2011 and 118,990 in 
2010. The rate has dropped, in turn, 
from 99.5 seminarians per million 
Catholics in 2010 to 90.9 in 2015 (The 
Pontifical Yearbook 2017 and the 
“Annuarium Statisticum Ecclesiae” 
2015, 06.04.2017). 

However in Africa the number of 
major seminarians in the period under 
examination has steadily increased, 
with an increase of 7.7% for the entire 
period. In all areas of America we 
have witnessed a continuous decline 
in vocations, resulting in a variation 
of -8.1%. In the Middle East, the 

decrease was accentuated until 2013 
and the subsequent development does 
not show unique trends; conversely 
in South East Asia, the initial growth 
ended in 2012 (+ 4.5% compared to 
2010), and was followed by a marked 
decline which brought the number of 
major seminarians in 2015 at a level 
1.6% less than the maximum of 2012 
(The Pontifical Yearbook 2017 and 
the Annuarium Statisticum Ecclesiae 
2015, 06.04.2017).

The statistics suggest that the 
Roman Catholic Church is in a voca-
tions crisis and while the decline 
in priestly vocations may be the 
forefront concern, other vocations 
are at a decline too. Marriage is 
in decline too. The marriage and 
divorce data released by Statistics 
South Africa shows the divorce rate 
up by almost five percent since 2012 
and in 2015 respectively.

Out-of-wedlock childbearing and 
broken families are all common now, 
even among people who were raised 
Catholic. 

Has God stopped calling us? No, 
we are not listening. Perhaps thanks 
to our distracted world of social 
media, we’ve completely drowned 
God out with noise. Although social 
media has become a creative platform 
for evangelization… let’s continue 
to use it. Even Pope Francis has said 
that “emails, text messages, social 
networks and chats” can be “fully 
human forms of communication… It 
is not technology which determines 
whether or not communication is 
authentic, but rather the human 
heart and our capacity to use wisely 
the means at our disposal.” 

However, we still need to encour-
age people away from that noise, 
and teach them how to hear the still 
voice of the Creator. St Teresa of 
Calcutta once said: We need to find 
God, and he cannot be found in noise 
and restlessness. God is the friend 
of silence. See how nature – trees, 
flowers and grass – grows in silence; 
see the stars, the moon and the sun, 
how they move in silence... We need 
silence to be able to touch souls.

Finally let’s allow the words of His 
Emminence Timothy Cardinal Dolan, 
known for his book called ‘Priests 
for the Third Millennium (2000, Our 
Sunday Visitor Publishing Division)’ 
to enter into our hearts: To promote 
vocations we best promote silence. 
To hear his voice we must be quiet. 
To let him talk, we stop talking…
Our first vocation, then, is not to 
priesthood, marriage, religious life, 
lay ministries, the diaconate, or the 
single life. No. Our primary vocation 
is to know Jesus… so well, that when 
he whispers to us in silence, we will 
hear his voice and follow his call. 
Then, we’ll have all the vocations we 
need.

Fr Raphael Thomas

Vocations Crisis – How bad is it?

Michael Fischer from Ss John & 
Paul parish, Belhar who recently 
turned 96 years of age. He has 
eight children (two are deceased) 
25 grand children and 35 great 
grandchildren.
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FEB 10 09.30-12.30 CFP training 1 at Westridge, Lansdowne, Gugulethu, Parow, Strand & Vredenburg
10 09.00-15.30 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (level 2 part 1) at St Michael’s, Rondebosch
10 09.30-12.30 Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion co-ordinators at the Chancery
13 19.00 Start of six week Marriage Preparation course at St Martin de Porres, Lavistown
15 19.00 Rite of Election (southern & eastern deaneries) at St Mary’s Cathedral
16 19.00 Rite of Election (northern & western deaneries) at St Mary’s Cathedral
17 09.00-15.30 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (level 1 part 2) at OLHC, Lansdowne
17 09.30-12.30 Parish Eco Workshop in the Chancery Atrium
21 19.00-21.00 Theology course at the Chancery.
21 19.00-20.30 Proclaimers of the Word workshop at St Elizabeth’s, Wallacedene
23 16.00 – 14.00 on 25th. Spred Trainers Workshop. Venue to be confirmed.
24 09.30-12.30 Proclaimers of the Word co-ordinators workshop at the Chancery
24 09.30-12.30 RCIA (1) at St Ignatius, Claremont. 
24 09.00-17.00 Empower: Young Leaders Training at the Italian Club of Cape Town, Milnerton.
28 19.00-20.30 Proclaimers of the Word training at St Elizabeth’s, Wallacedene
28 19.00-21.00 Theology course at the Chancery.

MAR 3 08.30 APC meeting at Langa parish hall
3 19.00-20.30 Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion at St Elizabeth’s, Wallacedene
7 19.00-21.00 Theology course at the Chancery.
10 09.00-15.30 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (level 2 part 1) at St Michael’s, Rondebosch
10 09.30-12.30 Engage Marriage Preparation training for mentors at the Chancery
10 09.30-12.30 CFP training 2 at Westridge, Lansdowne, Gugulethu, Parow, Strand & Vredenburg
10 09.30-12.30 Training for Sunday Celebrations in the Absence of a Priest
10 13.00-15.30 Policy Workshop for Amadodana at St Gabriel’s, Gugulethu
14 19.00-21.00 Theology course at the Chancery.
17 09.30-12.30 Catechetics Co-ordinators’ meeting at St Ignatius, Claremont
17 09.00-13.00 Morning of Prayer and Reconciliation for all involved in ministry at Christ the King, Pinelands
17 19.00-20.30 Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion at St Elizabeth’s, Wallacedene
20 Young Adults Evening. Contact Fr Charles Prince at 021 462 2417.
24 09.00-15.30 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (level 1 part 2) at OLHC, Lansdowne
24 09.00-14.00 SPRED Training. Venue to be announced.
24 09.30-12.30 Ecclesia training “The Church is an Open Door” at Pinelands parish hall

09.30-12.30 RCIA (2) at St Ignatius, Claremont. 
APR 1 Season of Ecclesia begins (five weeks)

7 09.00-15.30 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (level 2 part 1) at St Michael’s, Rondebosch
7 09.30-12.30 Theology for Catechists (1) at Immaculate Conception, Parow
7 19.00-20.30 Funeral Ministers’ Training at St Elizabeth’s, Wallacedene
11 19.00-21.00 Theology course at the Chancery.
12 19.30 Start of six week Marriage Preparation course at OLPH, Retreat
14 09.30-15.30 Catechists’ Retreat at OLC, Lansdowne
14 09.30-12.30 Altar Servers’ co-ordinators meeting at the Chancery
18 19.00-21.00 Theology course at the Chancery.
21 09.00-14.00 SPRED Catechists’ Training 1. Venue to be confirmed
21 09.00-15.30 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (level 1 part 2) at OLHC, Lansdowne
21 09.30-12.30 Enrich: New Marriage Enrichment Program training for facilitators at the Chancery
21 09.30-12.30 RCIA (3) at St Ignatius, Claremont.
21 09.30-12.30 CFP Training 3 at Westridge, Lansdowne, Gugulethu, Parow, Strand & Vredenburg
21 09.30-12.30 Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion training at the Chancery
24 19.30 Start of six week Marriage Preparation course at Resurrection, Table View
25 19.00-21.00 Theology course at the Chancery.
26 19.00 Mass for the Neophytes at St Mary’s Cathedral, Cape Town
27 Freedom Day Youth Sports Day. Contact Fr Charles Prince at 021 462 2417.
28 09.30-15.30 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (level 2 part 1) at St Michael’s, Rondebosch

MAY 2 19.00-21.00 Theology course at the Chancery.
5 09.30-12.30 CFP Training 4 at Westridge, Lansdowne, Gugulethu, Parow, Strand & Vredenburg
5 09.30-12.30 Proclaimers of the Word training at the Chancery
5 13.30-16.00 Start of six week Marriage Preparation couse at 1 York Rd Green Point
9 19.00-21.00 Theology course at the Chancery.
12 09.00-15.30 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (level 2 part 1) at St Michael’s, Rondebosch
12 09.00-14.00 SPRED Catechists’ Training. Venue to be confirmed
12 09.30-12.30 Sacristan Training at the Chancery
12 09.30-12.30 Parent and Community Catechesis at OLHC, Lansdowne
12 Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion. Time and venue to be decided.
16 19.00-21.00 Theology course at the Chancery.
19 09.00-15.30 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (level 1 part 2) at OLHC, Lansdowne
19 09.30-12.30 Theology for Catechists (2) at Immaculate Conception, Parow
19 Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion. Time and venue to be decided.
23 19.00-21.00 Theology course at the Chancery.
24 Young Adults Evening. Contact Fr Charles Prince at 021 462 2417.
25 -27th Marriage Encounter weekend. Contact Patuela Maart on 084 502 3805.
26 09.30-12.30 RCIA (4) at St Ignatius, Claremont.
26 09.30-12.30 Divine Office at the Chancery
28 19.00 Start of five week Marriage Preparation course at OLA, Milnerton
30 19.00-21.00 Theology course at the Chancery.

CPD Training Courses Please direct all queries 
about training to CPD 
at 021 462 2417.

Mgr Andrew Borello addresses a crowd of almost 400 people involved in various ministries in the 
Archdiocese at the Leadership in Ministry workshop held at OLHC, Lansdowne on 27 January 2018.
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Introducing our Catholic NGOs and Programmes

Introduction
St Joseph’s Home (SJH) for 

Chronically Ill Children is a registered 
non-profit organization which has 
been a pioneer in the field of paediat-
ric intermediate health care in South 
Africa. We provide free transitional 
care for chronically ill children from 
disadvantaged families, from hospital 
to home through a holistic health 
and wellness programme. Patients 
are referred from State Hospitals to 
continue with post-acute, restorative, 
palliative and rehabilitative care. 

Our work
We provide 24 hour specialised and 

general nursing care; multi-discipli-
nary interventions like rehabilitation 
(physio-, occupational- and speech 
therapy) social work and psychologi-
cal support, on site school education, 
parental empowerment, specialised 
nutrition, logistical support, pastoral 
care, outreach and follow-up visits and 
volunteer placement programmes.

Our Vision
We strive to be recognised as an 

outstanding non-profit healthcare 
organization providing nursing and 
rehabilitation to medically fragile chil-
dren in the spirit of Christian love and 
devotion. 

Our History
Located in Montana, Cape Town, 

the facility was established in 1935 
by the Pallottine Missionary Sisters. 
This followed after children were 
left destitute after the 1930 Great 
Depression. More than 23,000 
Orphaned and Vulnerable 
Children (OVC) have been cared 
for over a period of 83 years.

For the past 83 years, SJH 
has always responded to the 
changing needs of our time: 

When • the HIV/Aids epidemic 
became prevalent, the Home 
opened a new ward for HIV/Aids 
children in 2002. 
Eight years ago•	 , a strategic 
decision was made to expand our 
service delivery to include a pae-
diatric rehabilitation service. The 
need for a community based reha-
bilitation service was identified by 
the acute hospitals from which our 
children are referred. We took 
up the challenge despite the many 
risks we faced, e.g. lack of profes-
sional rehab staff, funding and the 
physical facilities needed to provide 
such a service. The “needs of 
the time” ethos, on which our 
service is founded, urged us on. 
With input from the referring doc-
tors substantiating the need for 
such a service, we drew presented 
proposals and approached various 
donors to assist us with the funding 
of the project. 
Finally, in • 2012, The Children’s 
Hospital Trust agreed to fund a 

pilot project 
for a three-year 
period. 
2013•	  saw the 
introduction 
of the new 
Intermediate 
Care Policy by 
Western Cape 
Government 
Health (WCGH) 
and this became 
a game changer 
with SJH having 
to adapt to patients staying for 
shorter periods and appoint carers 
rather than nurses.
Late 2014 extensive renova-•	
tions started. This was the 
result of a generous overseas 
donation, ring fenced for the 
benefit of the children. This 
presented an opportunity to build 
our envisaged rehabilitation hub 
and we were no longer constrained 
by the limitations of the existing 
building. SJH is now the beneficiary 
of a world class, child- friendly 
facility in which we can truly deliver 
our services optimally. 
September 2016•	  the rehab 
pilot was concluded. Based on the 
outcomes report of the pilot, and 
trends, SJH decided that it could 
not ignore the plight of children 
who needed rehab and decided to 
integrate the pilot rehab service 
and its staff into its holistic care 
plan for its patients. SJH takes on 
an additional shortfall of R1,8 mil-
lion per year.
2016: the first ward dedi-•	
cated to rehab patients was 
opened.  
2017: Rehabilitation and •	
nursing services became 
fully integrated. We offer a 
free 24-hour service all year round 
to children with life limiting and life 
threatening conditions.
Our story so far…
During this past year, we cared 

for 271 children of which 266 were 
in-patients and five out-patients. This 
intake was less than our normal 
intake due to limited bed capacity as 
a result of the alterations, but all five 
wards became fully operational again 
in January 2017.

The number of referrals for reha-• 
bilitation continue to grow (74) and 
comprised 27% of our total patient 
intake. 
The number of patients referred • 

for purely medical reasons was 172 
(63%),
Those referred for both medical • 
and rehabilitation was 24 (9%),
The majority of our rehab patients • 
(35%) were admitted for trauma, 
neurological and orthopaedic con-
ditions requiring nursing and reha-
bilitation. South Africa, according 
to the WHO’s report, is still the 
country with the highest number 
of motor car accidents, which also 
refers to pedestrian accidents. The 
second largest intake of patients 
was for those suffering from 
tuberculosis/HIV/AIDS at (30%) 
and the third highest category was 
Oncology (7%). We are treating 
more and more children requiring 
rehabilitation and fewer children 
with diabetes and cancer than 
before. 

How you can support us:
2018 will be a busy year for St 

Joseph’s and donors and supporters 
will be presented with many opportu-
nities to be part of giving back to the 
children at SJH!

Adopt a bed programme: 
Monthly or annual contributions

Happy Nappy Campaign: 1 
July 2018- 30 September 2018

Global volunteer campaign: 
15 November 2018-15 December 
2018

Food parcel support: May 2018 
and November 2018

Toiletries support: Throughout 
the year

Support our 2018 Stellenberg 
Open Days event: Dates to be 
announced.

Become part of our volun-
teer programme: Ongoing.

Other interesting options: 
Consider us in • your Will or add 
us to your current Will.
Living Bequest:•	  Consider us as 
your Charity of Choice at the end 
of your financial tax year- we are 
both NGO and PBO registered. 
BBBEE scorecard:•	  We are reg-
istered and can assist you to gain 
your points.
Please visit our website www.

stjosephshome.org.za for the latest 
news and appeals, OR phone Alrika 
Hefers at 021 934 0352, or e-mail her 
at alrika@stjosephshome.org.za.

Responding to the 
needs of our time

Capuchin priest Fr Sonny Gadai says farewell to parishioners of 
Immaculate Conception, Parow after 10 years of service to the 
parish

PRAYER FOR RAIN
Dear Lord, Source of all life  
and Creator of the universe,

In your great love for all you have created, 
you guide our world by the unfathom-
able mystery of your Providence.

You never cease to provide for your people, 
giving us rain in due season, 
helping the Iand to produce abundant food 
and the trees of the fields their fruit.

In this time of need we humbly turn to you, 
and like the prophet Elijah, 
we pray that you will water the earth  
with rains from above.

Summon the clouds from the ends of the 
earth, O Lord, so that the rain may soften 
our Iand with showers and bless its growth.

Hear our prayer, O Lord, for we know 
that abundance flows in your pathways.

We make this prayer through 
Christ, the Livlng Water and Well-
spring of eternal life. Amen

– Fr Martin Pender
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Lesson from the Obituary
A short story by Fr Ralph de Hahn

Gerry Roux and I were at school 
together. He had few friends – if you 
could even call them friends! He was 
king of his own domain, self-centered, 
seeking much but only prepared to 
pay little. I believe he had a lot of 
money hidden under the floor boards 
and was never happy to meet his 
monthly expenses: he was a smoker, 
but never bought a single packet 
himself – he borrowed from others 
and smoked the exhausted butt to 
the end; the daily news he got from 
copies of newspapers dumped by 
his neighbour, Charlie Dolan; and it 
is well known that any beggar at his 
door would feel highly blessed when 
receiving a cup of water – for even 
water costs money!

It was a calm spring morning when a 
neighbour knocked on his door. Gerry 
answered the door, and there stood 
Charlie, his mouth wide open, his 
eyes popping and looking utterly mes-
merized. “Hi Charlie, what’s wrong 
with you, looks like you’ve seen a 
ghost”, blurted Gerry, as Charlie 
stood motionless in the doorway.

“You’re alive! By God, you are alive!” 
gasped the neighbour. 

“Of course I’m alive, you idiot, and 
very much alive. May I ask, are YOU 
alive, with that frightful look on your 
face?” 

Slowly, Charlie produced the morning 
paper and displayed the obituary col-
umn to his friend. “That’s your name, 
Gerry, and it says you are dead.” 

Gerry stared at the death report 
clearly printed in the newspaper, and 
there in bold print was the name 
Gerry Roux, deceased. That did it! 
Fuming with disgust, he made his way 
to the newspaper office and demand-
ed a retraction, an apology and a 
correction in bold print. The sub-
editor, somewhat amused, paused for 
a whole minute, then assured Gerry 
that the error would be dealt with. 

It was. Gerry Roux’s name appeared 
in glowing print in the birth column. 
One expected Gerry to react furi-
ously for this ‘humiliation’ in bold 
print. But no, he pondered day after 
day on this ‘re-birth’. 

Was the Lord saying something to him? 
Was this meant to be? Yes, someday 
he would certainly be deceased, but 
now he was re-born – this could be a 
call to transformation. And so began 
a new and thrilling journey for the 
resurrected Gerry! 

He became a true Christian warrior, 
serving the needs of the poor on the 
street. He produced food parcels for 
a number of families in their shacks. 
He wrote and read letters for the 
illiterate.

“You’re a clever man, Gerry,” cried 
Mack. 

“No I’m not” replied Gerry. “I know 
nothing until I learn to know myself.” 

On one sad occasion, on the death 
of a homeless beggar, Gerry planned 
a memorial service for the street 
dwellers. He was warned “there are 
thieves and criminals among these 
people”. Gerry was undisturbed say-

ing: “They are the ones who open 
the gates of mercy. And watch out, 
the first will be last and the last, like 
these, will be first in the kingdom.” 

Gerry was also seen as a peacemaker. 
A crowd had gathered to witness the 
lynching of a child molester. They 
demanded justice. “It is not justice 
you seek, but revenge! We need to 
show him the way – the way of rec-
onciliation, forgiveness and rebuilding 
his life, not your kind of justice.” 

Gerry became popular among the 
people; not only did he bring them a 
torch to enlighten them; he was the 
torch. The change in him was truly 
remarkable. He was ever mindful of 
the mistaken obituary as well as the 
one that must surely come! 

Once Katie asked his advice on how 
difficult it was for her to go to 
Confession to a priest, for she had 
forgotten the formula taught by Sister 
Anna and, also, to remember every 
sin over all those years. His reply gave 
her new hope. “Hold the crucifix in 
your hands, don’t flirt with a jumble 
of fancy words. Just pour out your 
heart and your tears, and know that 
God truly loves you.” It worked! 
Katie is now sacristan at daily Mass. 

Gerry remembers one failure in his 
apostolate. It was a crazy episode 
concerning Dizzy Dan, an ex-convict, 
who threatened to jump from a high 
building because his family and all of 
society had apparently rejected him. 

“Come on, jump, Dan” urged the 
crowd below. “We are all holding 
the blanket so that you can land 
softly.” “Jump! Jump! Dan” – and 
Gerry joined the chorus. 

Dan trusted nobody. “I don’t trust 
you fellows holding that blanket. Place 
the blanket safely on the ground, and 
stand clear.” The men did just that. 
He jumped. His obituary speaks of a 
sad misunderstanding. 

Gerry made contact with a variety 
of so-called ‘religions’ and remarked 
that “they get to know enough reli-
gion to hate one another.” 

It was unbelievable how Gerry had 
adjusted his lifestyle. He learnt from 
life, not from doctrines. To him, 
people were far more important than 
things. He concluded that religious 
differences are not based on different 
creeds, but rather between those 
who love and those who do not 
love.

One night Gerry Roux sat alone with 
his Bible, and from its pages sprung 
the answer to his transformation. 
He was reading John 12: “Unless a 
grain of wheat falls into the ground 
and dies, it remains only a grain of 
wheat, BUT IF it dies it will produce 
much fruit.”

He was suddenly enlightened… and 
at peace.

On 22 Octover 2017, Grassy Park 
parish launched the new season of 
‘Ecclesia of the Lord’s Vineyard’ – 
celebrating 200 years of the Catholic 
Church in Southern Africa.

Our programme began with 
the music ministry leading us in 
Praise and Worship. Father Noble 
Jose MSFS, our newly appointed 
assistant priest, reminded us what 
Ecclesia means and how important 
our church and faith history is; how 
much we should value what our 
forefathers/mothers and have passed 
on to us; and how much they have 
done for us to bring us to this point 
in our spiritual journey.

We watched the first episode of 
the DVD (Planting the Seed) pre-
pared by the Centre for Pastoral 
Development. We then had parish-
ioners share on the history of the 
three churches in our parish. Eddie 
Gonsalves from Our Lady Queen 
of Peace, Brenda Wilks from St 
Gerard’s and Bernadette Kay from 
St Clement’s

Mr Patrick Kemp, one of our sen-
ior parishioners, compiled some of 
the information for the speakers and 

A wonderful witness to our love for 
Mary our mother took place in Grassy 
Park parish with our annual parish 
rosary procession, which closed off 
the month of the Holy Rosary, on 
Sunday 29th October 2017. 

We walked through the streets of 
Lotus River, in the neighbourhood of 
St Clement’s church, carrying a rosary 
of blue balloons, and various minis-
tries within the parish led each decade 
of the Rosary. The neighbourhood 
children and adults watched in awe as 
we publicly proclaimed our faith and 
many of the little children followed us 
into the church in fascination.

To end the Rosary we sang Ave 
Maria and released the helium bal-
loons into the sky from the church 
grounds. This was a most mesmerizing 
sight and moved some to tears. After 
the balloons disappeared into the sky, 
with deep reverence we went into the 
church for Benediction, led by assist-
ant priest Fr Noble Jose MSFS. Please 
have a look at our clip on YouTube 
https://youtu.be/3znnk0dh_i4

Thereafter, the community spent 
time in fellowship and enjoyed some 
refreshments.

Thank you Mary, for this wonderful 
opportunity to put our Catholic faith 
into action!

On 12 November 2017 St Catherine’s, 
Kleinvlei celebrated Holy Mass for 
all the widows of our parish. The 
idea was introduced by parish priest, 
Fr Emmanuel Okika and organised 
by the Little Company of Anawim. 
46 widows attended the Mass. Fr 
Emmanuel welcomed the widows 
and in his homily he assured them 
of the support and love the parish 
community has for them and that 
they are not forgotten. Fr Emmanuel 
blessed the widows and each widow 
received a Rosary in a beautifully 
handmade rosary pouch and prayer 
card. After Mass, refreshments were 
served and the widows could all be 
together to enjoy each others company 

Parish Rosary Procession 
witness to Our Lady

Honouring our Widows

over a nice cup of tea. The gesture was 
truly appreciated by all widows. Fr 

Emmanuel assured the widowers that 
their turn will come.

ECCLESIA: Building Communities, 
Sharing Faith, Changing Lives

also presented the PPC Chairperson, Vincent Klassen, 
with a framed photograph of the first resident priest 
in our parish, Fr John Dempsey CSsR, who served the 
community in 1953.

After some tea, we split into small groups to share on 
what we thought of the DVD and talks. Time was also 
given to share our own personal history and memories 
of the church as we experienced it. The theme gener-
ated much excitement and enthusiasm and lots of warm 
memories were shared.

ECCLESIA is a wonderful way to build communi-
ties, share our Catholic faith and change lives!

LEFT: Mr 
Patrick Kemp 
presents 
the PPC 
Chairperson, Mr 
Vincent Klaasen 
with a framed 
photograph 
of the first 
resident priest 
of Grassy Park 
parish, Fr John 
Dempsey, CSsR



ARCHDIOCESAN NEWS
January-March 2018 10

ABOVE: Father Peter-John Pearson Confirmed the candidates from 
Ss John and Paul, Belhar on 26 November 2017. BELOW: Archbishop 
Stephen Brislin then came on Saturday 2 December 2017 to celebrate 
Mass at the parish and with the Confirmed candidates.

First Communion at Ss John & Paul, Belhar on 5 November 2017

11 November 2017 marked a remark-
able day for the Grassy Park Parish 
(consisting of the churches of Our 
Lady Queen of Peace, St Gerard’s, 
and St Clement’s). It was a celebra-
tion of spiritual renewal and serving 
together as they left on their biennial 
parish pilgrimage. The pilgrims left in 
two busses and a Quantum, departing 
at 7am and arrived at their destina-
tion, Our Lady of Light Church in 
Hermanus at 9am where they were 
served with lovely hot coffee and 
biscuits.

The programme began with Praise 
and Worship, led by the parish’s 
Rabbuni Charismatic Band.

The first speaker, assistant priest Fr 
Noble Jose MSFS, gave a spirited talk 
on Unity. We are so blessed to have 
such an animated speaker as a priest!

The “Genesis Story” (our Ice 
breaker (broken telephone)) was to 
demonstrate the importance of good 
communication and the effects of 
mis-communication. Two participants 
were told a story and had to pass the 
exact story down two rows of about 
10 people each. The end result was 
hilarious as the story in one case was 
completely distorted and in the other 
instance, no story filtered through 
at all!

Our second speaker was Bernadette 
Daries from the Justice and Peace 
Commission. Her talk on unity was 
given from a very practical perspec-
tive. Some requested her slide show, 
so they could use it in their ministry 
workshops and retreats.

We had a quiz to test the gen-
eral knowledge on our parish and the 
Bible. Also, two groups of pilgrims 
competed to see who could make the 
longest line to demonstrate teamwork 
and the value of staying connected to 
one another.

A quiet lunch was enjoyed on the 
lovely lawns around the church. 

We split into groups and discussed 
unity in ministry and our vision for 
our parish. This was very enlighten-
ing and we had some meaningful 
input from the pilgrims, which was 

On 17 December 2017, five couples received certificates during the 
9am Mass at St Catherine’s, Kleinvlei for completing the Engaged 
Encounter program in preparation for marriage. How encouraging 
to witness the brave steps taken by these young people. Our parish 
priest, Fr Emmanuel Okika, blessed them and congratulated them and 
asked us all to pray for them. The five couples are Jean Hendricks & 
Cindy-Leigh Carolus, Curtis Blows & MayFennwyn Henkeman, Leroy 
Davids & Andrea Cloete-Davids, Nigel Basson & Lauren v/d Heever 
and Isaac Cubaka & Lauren Morris.

They were prepared for marriage by our Marriage Encounter 
Team: Derrick & Sharon George, Keith & Priscilla Collison and Fr 
Emmanuel.

On Saturday, 9 December 
2017 the St Kizito Children’s 
Group from St Mary Magdalene, 
Lentegeur had an early Christmas 
party for many of the children 
from the surrounding areas in 
Mitchells Plain, as well as chil-
dren from the parish commu-
nity. Mrs Isabel Oliver and her 
dedicated team of volunteers 
worked very hard throughout 
the year to bring relief and joy 
to the many children within the 
Mitchell’s Plain community. Not 
only do they work for parties 
but they also dedicate their time 
and effort to take the children 
on excursions and try to bring 
some joy into their young lives. 
The parishioners of St Mary 
Magdalene are also asked to help 

Serving Together, united In Christ

passed on to the PPC to review.
Our Mass was celebrated by our par-

ish priest, Fr Baiju Mundackal MSFS. 
His spirit-filled message rounded the 
day off perfectly! Praise the Lord!

The buses departed at 4pm, with the 

pilgrims feeling spiritually enriched 
and ready to put into action all they 
had heard and experienced. We give 
thanks and praise to God for this 
wonderfully blessed pilgrimage of love 
and unity!

ABOVE: Breaking for lunch, with Frs Baiju Mundackal (left) and Noble 
Jose (right). BELOW: Praise and Worship time.

Early Christmas for St Kizito Children

bring joy and gifts into the lives 
of the children by donating a 
Santa box that includes various 
items such as clothing, station-

ery, toiletry and toys. Well done 
to the members of the St Mary 
Magdalene St Kizito’s Children 
Group.

Fr Eoin Farrelly, Catechetical Leader of the Archdiocese of Cape Town, 
leads a reflection with the Catechetical Trainers in preparation for 
the coming year. These trainers facilitate formation in various aspects 
of Catechesis, such as Initial Training, RCIA, Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd, SPRED, as well as ongoing formation.
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SECOND COLLECTIONS

Please Note:  The above figures represent deposits made up until the end of January 2018

PARISH PRIESTS’ PROV. FuND MISSION SuNDAY ADVENT APPEAL
2016 2017 2016 2017 2016 2017

Athlone 1,930.00 2,013.70 2,250.00 1,600.00 7,850.00 11,139.65

Atlantis 523.00 302.90 503.50 346.60 2,201.00 1,522.40

Belgravia 1,076.00 2,165.70 1,396.60 1,197.60 4,430.10 5,639.15

Belhar 2,377.00 1,846.00 1,443.00 845.00 8,888.00 6,778.00

Bellville 3,690.00 8,490.00 4,170.00 3,740.00 24,700.00 22,780.00

Bonteheuwel 404.40 359.50 388.30 272.50 2,244.60 1,983.00

Bothasig 8,281.60 10,630.10 7,413.15 7,147.10 26,516.35 27,029.85

Brackenfell 3,000.00 2,690.00 3,210.00 2,110.00 11,710.00 11,530.00

Bridgetown 630.00 150.00 370.00 235.00 2,910.00 3,660.00

Camps Bay 3,210.00 3,540.00 2,640.00 1,805.00 13,060.00 10,925.00

Cathedral 3,255.80 2,476.90 11,021.55 13,764.95

Claremont 2,777.90 2,424.00 3,672.50 2,464.30 12,069.10 14,634.30

Constantia 8,270.00 7,110.00 6,830.00 7,050.00 25,030.00 24,520.00

Delft 440.00 515.50 430.70 396.30 1,548.00 1,427.50

District Six 500.00 500.00 562.50 600.00 1,478.00 2,003.50

Durbanville 10,408.80 8,321.00 7,877.90 8,236.50 34,211.50 33,437.10

Elsie’s River 1,435.00 1,260.00 1,900.00 1,463.00 5,730.00 6,880.00

Factreton 865.00 1,546.10 1,180.30 1,505.40 5,506.00 5,541.00

Fish Hoek 3,974.20 2,480.10 2,953.10 2,312.20 12,696.55 12,378.30

Goodwood 2,702.70 3,635.40 2,824.00 2,036.00 15,174.80 14,593.30

Grassy Park 3,279.00 3,243.50 1,860.00 2,310.00 10,947.50 16,631.00

Green Point 3,060.00 4,650.00 2,420.00 2,430.00 12,960.00 12,860.00

Gugulethu 527.50 871.00 988.00 634.00 2,767.10 1,110.00

Hanover Park 2,300.00 2,610.00 1,420.00 1,630.00 8,520.00 9,160.00

Heathfield 8,392.85 8,197.60 7,037.90 7,433.10 43,896.95 43,653.20

Hermanus 3,754.90 740.00 3,511.60 3,115.70 9,732.30 15,518.60

Hout Bay 1,422.00 1,748.00 2,022.50 1,776.00 9,676.30 8,183.50

Khayelitsha QoA 450.00 415.00 900.00 0.00

Khayeltisha St R 638.00 983.50 644.00 816.00 2,582.00 2,230.50

Kleinvlei 2,270.00 3,397.40 2,070.00 2,139.70 8,458.00 9,594.00

Koelenhof 182.00 560.00 272.00 328.95 2,494.40 2,216.10

Kommetjie 2,890.00 2,652.50 2,733.50 2,000.00 9,746.40 10,615.70

Kraaifontein 1,183.10 1,810.10 1,420.40 883.95 7,889.50 10,240.73

Kuils River 3,894.10 2,430.00 2,000.00 1,551.80 5,532.00 11,614.20

Lambert’s Bay 409.40 118.40 254.00 131.00 888.90 1,875.70

Langa 970.00 810.00 810.00 543.00 3,286.00 3,380.00

Lansdowne 8,865.00 10,063.30 6,680.10 7,058.30 29,328.90 28,244.00

Lavistown 1,680.00 2,235.00 1,676.00 7,851.28 8,521.00

Lentegeur 3,995.30 3,374.50 4,337.10 2,195.80 18,238.75 15,533.00

Maitland 3,144.20 3,946.70 783.50 2,346.60 7,928.00 9,949.20

Malmesbury 341.90 445.60 512.00 547.10 2,558.10 2,239.80

Manenberg 1,051.10 846.40 687.10 615.20 3,457.90 2,920.10

Matroosfontein 5,102.00 3,585.00 2,570.00 2,965.00 12,804.00 6,800.00

Milnerton 5,730.00 5,770.00 6,140.00 3,900.00 14,700.00 18,220.00

Mowbray 3,870.00 3,748.10 2,612.00 4,148.10 11,704.56 14,038.55

Newlands 6,318.80 5,166.00 5,118.50 5,053.40 20,099.20 17,129.60

Nyanga 260.00 370.00 1,030.00 722.00

Observatory 737.00 679.20 478.20 692.00 2,975.00 2,661.60

Overberg 750.00 550.00 1,585.60 2,200.00

Paarl 3,379.85 3,123.35 3,755.30 4,823.80 16,407.10 12,886.50

Parow 4,530.00 4,645.00 5,300.00 5,630.00 18,895.00 24,350.00

Parow Valley 2,580.00 1,280.00 1,880.00 1,830.00 9,280.00 9,660.00

Pinelands 4,512.60 5,891.30 2,749.70 2,629.20 15,421.30 13,159.40

Plumstead 6,678.90 6,010.20 6,671.40 7,213.60 21,400.30 25,044.10

Portuguese 510.20 468.90 543.60 566.70 3,037.70 2,498.65

Retreat 1,400.00 1,270.00 8,090.00 6,060.00

Rocklands 1,503.00 1,957.00 1,514.00 1,779.00 5,876.00 5,927.00

Rondebosch 12,850.00 11,586.50 9,351.45 7,855.05 40,797.40 37,049.15

Sea Point 3,700.00 4,670.00 3,715.00 14,485.00 12,200.00

Simon’s Town 600.00 2,655.00 12,625.00 11,241.00

Somerset West 5,221.50 8,584.95 7,275.55 6,520.10 27,187.17 28,085.70

St James 2,145.50 3,033.50 1,634.30 2,247.60 9,537.50 11,551.85

Steenberg 2,270.30 2,550.00 2,178.50 10,511.30 12,478.60

Stellenbosch 3,567.35 3,322.80 12,911.50 14,998.55

Strand 6,340.00 6,570.00 4,710.00 4,050.00 22,310.00 21,860.00

Strandfontein 3,680.00 2,780.00 3,700.00 2,360.00 17,730.00 14,540.00

Table View 20,060.00 18,990.00 18,100.00 14,680.00 69,790.00 65,200.00

Tafelsig 948.90 622.80 618.80 657.80 4,993.25 2,902.10

Vredenburg 3,491.10 3,607.80 3,062.70 2,244.60 9,942.20 12,633.60

Welcome Estate 1,485.20 900.00 1,341.70 805.00 5,581.80 7,442.90

Westridge 2,500.00 3,000.00 2,500.00 11,500.00 10,470.00

Woodstock 800.00 1,380.00 560.00 640.00 3,440.00 3,630.00

Wynberg 5,808.30 7,779.80 5,391.90 4,694.50 22,953.10 25,803.20

TOTALS      R 233,516.45 236,751.50 203,506.85 182,622.05 898,216.81 911,901.38

Looking Back
The school calendar affords us only 199 teach-
ing days per annum. And squeezed into this 
calendar are all the assessment, sporting, cul-
tural and spiritual programmes, as well as 
ongoing staff formation. So, term time has 
become a very pressurised period for teachers, 
learners and parents. At the end of 2017 there 
were great celebrations as the year wound 
down and the Christmas holidays began. 
The Catholic Board of Education hosted a 
number of end-of-year luncheons for Owners 
Reps, Principals, RE Co-ordinators, Sports 
Co-ordinators, etc. We also celebrated the 
graduation of 38 teachers who received their 
qualification in Religious Education. We bade 
farewell to a few Catholic Education stalwarts 
who shall be sorely missed. All our schools 
held beautiful closing masses and valedictory 
celebrations for their senior classes.

We also had a series of engagements with Dr 
Ramphela in the hope that Catholic Education 
would partner with her ReimagineSA cam-
paign which promotes good citizenship. The 
Dominicans presented to each of their jubilar-
ian schools a magnificent peace pole, thus 
encouraging the school community to commit 
to the Dominican practice of peace-building.

We all anxiously awaited the release of the 
Matric results and we were delighted by the 
successes that our schools achieved – especially 
schools like Marian High in Matroosfontein, 
whose learners had to contend with the disrup-
tive inf luence of the warring gangsters around 
their school throughout 2017. Springfield once 
again achieved a placement within the top five 
schools in the Western Cape.

Looking forward:
By the second week of January, however, 

parents all began to breathe a sigh of relief as 
schools reopened on the 17th. The first term 
is always a busy and exciting term for all. Our 
first quarter highlights are listed below. To 
view further details and photo galleries please 
refer to our website www.catholicschoolsoffice-
ct.com

On 25 January the induction of all teachers 
who are new to Catholic education took place, 
which was followed by a beautiful annual 
Teachers’ Mass. Our school’s bicentennial 
posters were exhibited at the event.
 

Immaculate Conception Annual Catholic •	
Teachers Mass (25 January at 18:00).
RE Forum (8 February)•	
Holy Childhood Masses  •	
(20 & 27 Feb & 6 March)
Catholic Board of Education Meeting  •	
(24 February)
High School Athletics, Vygieskraal  •	
(1 March)
Junior School Inter-Catholics, •	
Bellville Velodrome (15 March)
Matric Mass, Holy Trinity Church  •	
(16 March at 10:00) 
St Joseph’s Centenary Celebration  •	
(20 March)

“One looks back with appreciation to the bril-
liant teachers, but with gratitude to those who 
touched our human feelings. The curriculum is 
so much necessary raw material, but warmth is 
the vital element for the growing plant and for 
the soul of the child.” (Carl Jung)

In our bi-centennial year we pay homage to 
the great teachers, religious and lay people who 
have laid the strong foundations for Catholic 
Education that we enjoy today. We are stand-
ing on the shoulders of those who have gone 
before us.

Evona Rebelo

News from 
the Catholic 
Schools Office

Headmistress Barbara Houghton 
and Springield’s top achiev-
ers attend the reception at 
Leeuwenhof

Immaculata Matrics rejoice in 
their good results

Some of the bi-centennial post-
ers, which were judged on 25 
January 2018.  

Catholic schools engage with Dr 
Ramphele

Farewell for Catholic education stalwart 
Teresa Muller

Teachers proudly receive their 
qualification in Religious Education

RE Co-ordinators year end lunch

St Augustine’s bids farewell to 
long serving colleages
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The Buckets of Love campaign exceeded expectations as we were able to 
reach more than our target of 6000 buckets, an increase from the 5000 
target we set the year before. This could not have been possible without 
the generous donations from our supporters. 

During our annual Buckets of Love event, held on 16 December 2017 at 
Rustenburg Girls High, executive director Kevin Roussel said, “through 
all the generous support we reached our target and are pleased to provide 
6545 buckets of love. Importantly 1545 are provided by parishes and 
individuals directly”. 

During his annual presentation before proceeding to the entertain-
ment and distribution of the buckets, Roussel outlined the One Program 
approach, Catholic Welfare and Development aims to maintain and 
raise dignity for all as its primary purpose. We achieve this through four 
programmatic pillars of; humanitarian response, wellness and healing, 
early childhood services and community education. He also pointed out 
that this year Buckets of Love provided over half a million meals to those 
in need, 549 780 meals to be precise. This year we did so much more, 
with less, as in the bible when feeding the crowds with five loaves and two 
fish – the blessings just poured in. We also introduced multi-coloured 20L 
buckets which added to the festive feel of Christmas.

Our MC, Faruq Vally Omar, known to many Sewende Laan fans led us 
through the day’s programme and provided the perfect backdrop to this 
year’s event. He has been involved with the Athlone Cultural Hub and is 
a committed supporter of Catholic Welfare and Development. A recipient 
of the Recognition Award for services provided to the organisation, this 
year Mr Omar also presented the award to the numerous individuals, 
organisations, volunteers and companies who work in partnership with 
Catholic Welfare and Development.

This year we also showcased more entertainment with the Heideveld 
Brass Ensemble and entertainment from the Athlone Cultural Hub 
which, is now also home to the Athlone Music Academy. Once again 
we were joined by Phoenix who later rocked the crowd with her amazing 
voice. 

We extend our thanks to Thompson’s Travel, our event’s partner who 
each year assist with logistics and the set-up on the day. They also work in 
collaboration with our internal staff from “La Delicious” to cater a small 
picnic lunch for the attendees as well as our internal logistics team for 
distribution of buckets on the event day.

BuCKETS OF LOVE 2017
Exceeding Expectations

For information about CWD projects you can email info@cwd.org.za or visit www.cwd.org.za 
or FaceBook.com/CatholicWelfareAndDevelopment/

Faruq Vally Omar, who MC’d the event

Recognition Awards were handed to 
those who provide services to CWD

Heideveld Brass Ensemble

Once again Thomson’s Travel ensured that the 
entertainment area was well set up

Phoenix wow’ed the crowd
Buckets of Love adorn the field at Rustenberg Girls’ High

People came with cars, bakkies and 
vans to load their buckets

CWD Executive Director, Kevin Roussel


