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Rescued by God from the furnace of fire
A

story of destruction, escape and survival

Father Zygmunt Kurzawinski (Rector of the Redemptoris Mater Seminary
in Rondebosch), who had been on holiday at the Betty’s Bay presbytery with his
mother at the time of the fire, shares their harrowing experience of how they narrowly escaped with their lives.

O

n the very last day of our
holiday stay in Betty’s Bay
presbytery on 11 January 2019,
I was advised by a local parishioner to
cancel the evening Mass due to the
thick clouds of smoke coming through
from the mountain range and covering
area, and to leave the area earlier.
To my surprise, and quite suddenly,
I realized that the temperature inside
the house had begun increasing and
an intense stench of burning wood
was penetrating through the closed
windows. Clouds of dark smoke were
moving swiftly past the presbytery
building.
Going to the back room where my
mother was staying I looked through
the window. The view was horrifying,
and I stood speechless for a moment.
A wall-like wave of fire was 30 meters
away from us, and moving horizontally
towards us. The flames were shooting
high up, and were being pushed by the
strong gusts of wind.
In an instant, shocked that we had
not been warned nor cautioned by
anyone, I understood the unexpectedly
dangerous situation we were in! With
trembling hands and abrupt movements, we began rapidly and randomly
throwing items into our suitcases, as the
smoke grew thicker – itching our eyes
and burning our throats. Everything
happened so quickly – within seconds
– as we got ready to escape, nervously
grabbing things and throwing them
into the car.
Just a few moments later the gigantic,
roaring flames shot up and arrived just
three meters away from the building,
striking the rectory, producing unbearable heat and dense smoke. There were
literally seconds before everything
would burst into flames. The raging
fire was already at the door.
Moving through the thick clouds of
smoke I spotted an older parishioner,

shocked by the unfolding of the drama,
who had come to the church earlier
that morning to arrange the flowers. I
told her, “get into your car immediately,
run… escape…!” Helping my mother
get safely to the car, I turned to the
older lady, and looking at her frightened
face, urged her to leave quickly, as the
flames were getting very close to her
car and thick smoke was quickly surrounding the rectory. The fire produced
the impression of a furnace-like sound
when the twigs, branches and trees were
instantaneously catching fire.
Having jumped into the car, coughing
and rubbing our itchy eyes, I saw the
fire taking over tree after tree in front of
us. Shifting into reverse, I began leaving
the narrow driveway, accidentally hitting branches on both sides, hoping not
to get stuck in the shrubs.
I trusted that the older lady was behind
us, as we could not see anything. As
we frantically began leaving the small
neighbourhood, I spotted an older man
just gazing at the smoke, totally unaware of what was happening. “Evacuate,
run away… the fire is coming!” I cried
to him repeatedly. By the grace of God
we managed to drive away. We waited
in safety, feeling very relieved when we
noticed the older parishioner’s car coming out of the fire-stricken area, grateful
to the Lord for having saved our lives.
The Lord had sent his angels to
intervene… as the passage from the
Book of Daniel narrates when the three
young men were rescued by God from
the furnace of fire.
This experience of the flames of fire
caused me to reflect on the fire of evil
and immorality that is still present in
our world today. However, thankful for
God’s goodness, I pondered later on
how precarious our human life is and
how unexpectedly the Lord can come,
calling us to himself.
Fr Zygmunt Kurzawinski

Fire ravages Holy Cross
Primary in District Six
On Thursday 7 February a fire gutted a section of Holy Cross Primary
completely destroying three classrooms, the feeding scheme kitchen,
a computer room and a library. The
Religious Education Co-ordinator,
Carlene Leukes was on her way to a
RE Meeting at 13:30 when she noticed
a column of smoke rising from the back
of the school. She rushed back into the
building and alerted the staff. The Fire
Brigade was contacted and within a
couple of minutes the children were
safely evacuated and the fire services
were dousing the fire. The staff and
children stood on an adjoining piece of
land and watched in horror as the fire
consumed their school. It is nothing
short of a miracle that no lives were lost
or injuries incurred.
The staff are to be commended for the
efficiency with which they conducted
the evacuation as, too, should the fire
and rescue services who were phenom-

enal. Sr Mary Quimpo, the Holy Cross
Provincial, has expressed her deep
appreciation for the overwhelming outpouring of concern and generosity. The
Western Cape Education Department
has arranged trauma counselling for the
children and teachers.
The Principal Ms Zweni and her
staff are determined to normalise
school life as quickly as possible and are
making the necessary arrangements to
accommodate the children and get
back to teaching and learning.
A Relief Fund is being established
and should anyone like to assist the
school they may contact the Catholic
Schools Office at 021 761 8050 or at
admin.cso@telkomsa.net.
The cause of the fire is yet to be
established. We are so grateful that
all within the school were unscathed.
Thanks be to God.
Evona Rebelo
Catholic Schools’ Office

Seeing the Sacred in the Scorched

The statue of St Francis of the Fynbos – in the wake of the raging fire – managed to survive the fire completely unscathed! Following are some reflections based on the thoughts of Franciscan priest, Fr Rufino
Ferris OFM Cap on the destruction of the church and the survival of the statue in Betty’s Bay.

F

rom disastrous fires in Spain, floods in the USA to
recent fires in the Cape, the question must be asked
whether there is a spiritual significance to all of this?
A military base in Spain is scorched and spat out by a
destroying fire and yet a statue of Mary is untouched.
That a fire could ruin all in sight and then respect a vase
with some flowers in it, right next to the statue, raises
some questions.
Hurricane Harvey swept a path of destruction across
large parts of Texas in 2017. Once again a sacred statue
was spared. A Texas couple says they were spared from
the flooding by the Blessed Virgin’s statue in their front
garden.
It is hard to look at these instances and deny that God’s
providence was involved. Perhaps the challenge is to hear
the voice of God speaking to us in the midst of the fire,
the storm, or the tragedy.
The challenge is to see the presence of the sacred in
our life experiences, both joyful and tragic, as well is in
the world around us, in nature and in the expressions of
creativity and imagination of humankind. Perhaps Dante
got it right when he said, “Art is the grandchild of God.”
Again, we see the statue of St Francis of the Fynbos
being left totally untouched by the raging inferno that
ravaged large parts of the Overberg, destroying huge
areas of natural vegetation and property, including the
Catholic Church in Betty’s Bay.
As in the other situations, perhaps again we are being
challenged to see sacred presence in the midst of the

storms and challenges of life.
We are reminded of how God spoke to St Francis at San
Damiano, a church also in a state of destruction. It was
from the ruins of this church that St Francis heard Christ
calling from the cross, “Francis, go and repair my house
which as you see is all falling down”.
As we look out on that burnt shell of the church in
Betty’s Bay, and we see the lonesome figure of the statue
of St Francis, we need to ask what God might be saying to
us this time?
Perhaps there is a voice calling, “I am lonely, nobody
comes here anymore, only to look and to sigh! But you have
it in your power to rebuild, so that my people may come
here again to pray, look and wonder in awe!”
Perhaps we are being called to recognize the presence
of the sacred in the midst of the scorching, to remove our
shoes, take a deep bow and recognize that we are standing
on holy ground.

Holy Cross Primary School, District Six

St Francis of
the Fynbos
photo kindly
sent by Koos
Botha of
Pringle Bay
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Greetings from the Youth Office!
2019 has already kicked off and we are into
full swing with awesome plans for the year
ahead. I am excited to be more involved as
the newly appointed Assistant to the Youth
Chaplain.
My involvement with the Youth Chaplaincy
Team began in 2015 when I was entrusted
with the position of Events Co-ordinator.
It’s been amazing to be in touch with those
involved in youth ministry and the important
work that they do throughout the archdiocese.
I have been interested in ministry since I
was nine years old, first as an altar server, and
not long after joining I had the privilege of
co-ordinating this ministry at my parish, Our

Lady of Perpetual Help in Durbanville. Once
I was Confirmed I assisted the Confirmation
and Youth Alpha programmes as a group
leader and later co-ordinated Life Teen for
a few years whilst studying Marketing at
CPUT in Cape Town. I now run the young
adults group, Encounter, at my parish.
While I am involved in numerous ministries at my parish, the youth will always
be my greatest passion and I aim to use it
to add value to this new position. I hope to
develop relationships among various groups
through open communication channels,
special events, and providing support and
assistance. I look forward to connecting with
you as we continue to serve and build the
Kingdom!

Training for the 2019 NET Australia Missionaries is well
under way. Most of them won’t know for a while where they
will be ministering this year, but these six wonderful people
already know they will be spending the first half of the
year in Cape Town as the first ever NET outreach to South
Africa. Fr Charles is currently helping with training and
getting to know them and is very excited about it all!
NET Ministries (National Evangelisation Team) is a
Catholic peer to peer youth ministry that puts into action the
Church´s mission to evangelise and disciple young people by:
• Proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ through a
personal witness of faith
• Inviting young people to live for Christ
• Forming young people in Christian character through
the study and practice of our faith
• Equipping young adults with the ministry skills needed
for evangelising and discipling young people
The team will be in Cape Town from March to June this
year, offering their services to schools and parishes, running retreats and various other activities. These include
the use of music, relational activities, small group discussion, drama, personal faith sharing, prayer and liturgy.
To utilise this awesome opportunity, to find out more
information, or to assist with donations towards the team,
contact netmissionct@gmail.com
YOUNG ADULTS EVENINGS
This year we will once again be holding a series of events
around our archdiocese aimed at our young adults. Our first
one took place on Tuesday, 19 February at Corpus Christi,
Wynberg parish hall with guest speaker Fr Andrew Cox
sharing about praying through scripture. Our next one will
take place on 16 May in Somerset West.

EMPOWER YOUTH LEADERS CONFERENCE
This year our ‘Relentless Father’ themed Empower
Conference is taking place over a full weekend in Cape
Town with special guest, Stephen Estes from Life Teen
International. An XLT including praise and worship with
the hosting parish’s youth band Soul Fire, a great talk,
adoration and confessions is free and open to all on Friday
29 March. Those involved in leadership in Youth Ministries
are then welcome to the rest of the training conference that
Saturday and Sunday. The entire weekend is taking place at
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish in Durbanville. Please
contact us to register.

From
the

HEART
Dominique Yon
Assistant to the
Youth Chaplain

From Left to Right: Haley Bekolay (Canada), Michael
Barclay (USA), Steph Santos (Australia), AJ Blodgett
(USA), Darcy Rogers (Australia), Monica Goemans
(South Africa)

The New Year has started out
with much sadness as we witnessed the burning and destruction of the Church of Our Lady
of Montserrat in Betty’s Bay.
Fires are common in the Western
Cape at this time of year and we
continually see how rapidly they
spread and how much damage
they cause in a very short space
of time. My heart goes out to
the community of Betty’s Bay
– Catholic and Anglicans who
had the use of the Church – on
losing the Church. My heartfelt thanks as well to all those
who gave their assistance and
offered help, not least the Dutch
Reformed Church whose minister immediately offered the use
of their Church. As we sort
through the aftermath and deal
with the details of insurance and
the like, we should not forget
that – as painful as this experience is – ultimately the Church
is the “living stones” and not
the stones of brick and mortar.
While the building may have been
destroyed the faith continues in
the hearts and lives of those who
follow Jesus.
Devastation and destruction
can lead to new life and growth
– even the simple example of the
fynbos damaged by fire which
restores itself with new vigour,
is evidence of this. Mary, Joseph
and Jesus must have felt a sense
of desolation and devastation
when they could not return to
Nazareth for fear of persecution by Herod. They had to flee
and embark on what was a very
hazardous journey into Egypt. To
the best of our knowledge they

were protected from highway
robbers and brigands. According
to Egyptian tradition, in most
places they were welcomed and
given refuge, although not always.
It was only after some years that
they were able to return home.
We have just celebrated this, our
Patronal feast of Our Lady of the
Flight into Egypt. As we rejoice in
her protection and intercession,
we should not “over-spiritualize”
their refugee status and forget
the very real suffering they must
have endured.
There are times in our lives
when we encounter events and
situations which leave us anxious,
desolate and uncertain. We must
remember that God is always
able to bring blessings from hardship. He provided water for the
Israelites in the desert from a
rock. He caused manna to fall
– an event never seen before or
after. In whatever difficulty we
may encounter, in times of darkness, when all things seem to be
going badly wrong and we are left
feeling abandoned and vulnerable,
we must strengthen our faith and
hope in the God who loves and
cares for his children. At such
times, we cannot allow our faith
to fail us. We cannot avoid hardships, they are part of the human
condition. What we can do is
to ensure that we will not let
such problems overwhelm and
consume us. We will trust in God
and ensure that we persevere.

+Stephen Brislin
Archbishop of Cape Town

SAVE THE DATE!

2 March

YOUTH CHAPLAINCY CALENDAR 2019
Xhosa Apostolate Workshop

Langa Parish Hall

13 March

TAIZE Event

Constantia Parish Hall

29-31 March

Empower Youth Leaders
Conference

Durbanville Parish Hall

13 April

TAIZE Event

Lentegeur Parish Hall

27 April

5-a-side Football Tournament

Fish Hoek Primary School (TBC)

4 May

Leadership Training –
Leadership Theory

Chancery

16 May

Young Adults Talk –
Moral Questions: Gender

Somerset West Parish Hall

25 May

TAIZE Event

Belgravia

15 June

Youth Day Mass

Lansdowne Parish

27 June

TAIZE Event

Tableview Parish Hall

20 July

Leadership Training –
Event Planning & Retreats

Chancery

27 July

TAIZE Event

Durbanville Parish Hall

13 August

Young Adults Talk – Saints

Plumstead Parish Hall

25-29 Sept

Taize Pilgrimage

8 October

Young Adults Talk – Cohabitation

Bellville Parish Hall

2 November

Leadership Training –
Spirituality and Self-Care

Chancery

6-8 December

Young Adults Retreat

Windstone

Wishing you a spirit-filled and meaningful Lent.
Peace and Blessings
Dominique Yon
Assistant to the Youth Chaplain
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New Testament Workshop
Saturday 27 April 2019
08.30-17.30
REDISCOVERING THE JESUS OF THE GOSPELS

How to study the Gospels to discover the truth about Jesus and his Good News
In the course of the workshop led by distinguished local New Testament scholars, participants
will learn among others:
•

To understand the process of gospel formation and how that impacts on what the
gospels say about the life of Jesus
What kind of person was the historical Jesus? What attracted people to him?
Whether Jesus felt that his mission had failed
How his followers came to believe that Jesus rose from the dead and is the Son of God

•
•
•

This workshop is led by Fr Paul Decock OMI, Professor of Biblical Studies at St Joseph’s
Theological Institute in Cedara and the University of KwaZulu-Natal

Titles and Speakers
1.
2.
3.
4.

What are the Gospels? Fr Paul Decock OMI, St Joseph’s Theological Institute
Who was Jesus? Prof. Marius Nel, Faculty of Theology, University of Stellenbosch
Jesus’ understanding of his mission. Fr Paul Decock OMI
Jesus’ death and its impact on his followers. Prof. Jeremy Punt, Faculty of
Theology, University of Stellenbosch

Venue: Holy Redeemer Catholic Church, Bergvliet Road, Bergvliet
Cost: R250 pp, includes a packed lunch and two teas
For further information or to register for the workshop, please
contact Brian Robertson, brian.r@mweb.co.za, 072 118 2149.

About the speakers

Fr Paul Decock OMI
Doctorate in Theology, Gregorian University and Pontifical Biblical Institute, Rome 1977. Lecturer
in Biblical Studies and Patristic Exegesis at St Joseph’s Theological Institute, Cedara, KwaZulu-Natal
since 1970. Honorary Professor, School of Religion, Philosophy and Classics at the University of
KwaZulu-Natal.
Prof. Marius Nel
D Th (New Testament) (US) 2002. BA honours (Greek) (cum laude) (US) 2014. Lecturer at the Faculty
of Theology of the University of Stellenbosch.
Prof. Jeremy Punt
MA (Greek) cum laude (US) 1988. D Th (New Testament) (US) 1999. Taught at the University of Fort
Hare until 2003 and subsequently at the Faculty of Theology of the University of Stellenbosch.
*********

“For me, the Christian faith entails not only the personal, living presence of the glorified Jesus, but also a link with his life on earth; for it is precisely that earthly life that was
acknowledged and empowered by God through the resurrection” (Edward Schillebeeckx
O.P. Jesus: an Experiment in Christology. London: Collins, 1979, p56)

INTERESTED IN FORMING A
CO-OPERATIVE BANK / CREDIT
UNION FOR THE ARCHDIOCESE
OF CAPE TOWN?
…It is certainly useful, and in some circumstances imperative, to launch financial initiatives in which
the humanitarian dimension predominates. However, this must not obscure the fact that the entire
financial system has to be aimed at sustaining true development…
…If love is wise, it can find ways of working in accordance with provident and just expediency, as is
illustrated in a significant way by much of the experience of credit unions… The weakest members
of society should be helped to defend themselves against usury.
Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI – Caritas in Veritate

LET’S INJECT CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING INTO THE SOUTH
AFRICAN FINANCIAL SECTOR AND STAND TOGETHER IN
SOLIDARITY, JUSTICE, & LOVE WITH OUR NEIGHBOUR

Dcn Bradley Davids, Archbishop Stephen Brislin and Dcn Michael Brooks

CELEBRATING OUR NEW DEACONS

On 28 November 2018 Michael Brooks and Bradley Davids were ordained to the Diaconate
by Archbishop Brislin at Our Lady Help of Christians, Lansdowne. We congratulate them
and we pray that they are blessed in their vocation. They studied for five years to achieve
this, which signifies a great commitment to their faith, to God and to our Catholic community in Cape Town. Bradley will serve at Our Lady Help of Christians, Lansdowne and
Michael will serve at Our Lady of the Visitation, Constantia. Photo by Ivan Hendricks.

HAVE NO FEAR
A Pilgrimage to Germany, Czech Republic & Poland
A once in a lifetime event.
September 2020
Price R41,500.00 per person sharing

We will attend the Passion Play in Oberammergau
.
The post-tour will include the following:
The Little Infant of Prague
POLAND
where we will follow the footsteps of the Saints
St Faustina
St. Maximilian Kolbe
Saint John Paul II

Since 1634, the play has taken place every ten years - In 2020 it will be performed for the 42nd time

Contact Joseph Shaw on 076 531 0953 or joseph.shaw@stonedragon.co.za

T

THE CATHOLIC
BISHOPS’
FOUNDATION

he Foundation extends its gratitude and good wishes for the year ahead to all its
members.
Together last year, 2018, we supported 18 projects nationwide ranging from Care
centres for children, School infrastructure, equipment for an Old Age Home, church
renovation, disabled children’s homes and other.
The Foundation can’t do everything, obviously — but it helps and lets people know
that their efforts are not going unnoticed especially in the rural and less resourced
areas of the country.
For more information see the website www. catholicbishopsfoundation.org.za or
phone Msg. Barney McAleer at 072 469-3710.

To join this pilgrimage contact Elna at:
Email: info@holysites.co.za
WhatsApp: +27 0829750034
Offered by Holy Sites Travel
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Making love visible to all

Theology
Today
Mgr Andrew Borello

Before we can consider ministries
within the Church, we have to reflect
on the truth of the Church and how
we live it. At the end of Matthew’s
Gospel Mt 28:16-20, Jesus sends his
disciples to all nations to make disciples, to baptise them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit and to sustain them
in observing the great Command of
Love. The key of their mission is to
make disciples – to evangelise them
into a faith relationship with Jesus.
As disciples, they need to know him,
to become like him and to do what
he does.
In John’s Gospel, this mission is
expressed very differently: As the
Father sent me, so am I sending
you. Receive the Holy Spirit. For
those whose sins you retain, they
are retained. For those whose sins
you forgive, they are forgiven, Jn
20:19-23. This is the great work of
reconciling and restoring all things
in Jesus. Mission is what the Church
is all about and it defines who and
what we are.
This needs to engage all who
become Church in a process of
evangelisation (making disciples),
followed by Baptism/ Confirmation
(Christian Initiation) and a way of life
that realises the Mission of Jesus, the
Mission of the Church. In Baptism,
the person is drawn into relationship with Jesus and through him
relationship with all the baptised.
The person in Confirmation receives
the gifts of the Holy Spirit for
Mission. Thus the person becomes a
missionary disciple.
Jesus came to serve and not to
be served and is the true servant
leader. As his disciples, we are to
be those who serve and not those
who want to be served. This is a
huge challenge for us who are so
used to a providing model of the
Church – the Church is there to
provide services to us, to meet our
wants and needs. First and foremost
we are the Church and it is for us to
serve one another and in turn to be
served by all. Service or Ministry is

all of us – serving the Church, the
world and the whole of creation.
This means being the presence and
action of Jesus for all and for the
world.
Within this overall sense of mission, service and ministry, we can
begin to look at particular ministries. Such ministries may be officially recognised and determined by
the Church, but they can equally be
the response of an individual or a
group to a specific felt need where
the Church is to be present within
the world. The following are some
of the ministries within the Church
– the Liturgical ministries, the ministries involved in faith formation,
including Catechetics, youth ministry, ministry within Faith Sharing
Communities, the Parish Pastoral
Council and Parish Finance Council,
the ministries
within Marriage
and Family Life, The Sodalities and
Movements and Justice and Peace.
Looking at them in this way, they are
all linked into one another and are
mutually dependent. There needs
to be a tangible unity of ministries.
As soon as a given ministry become
exclusive and excluding, it fails the
whole unity of ministry. All ministry
needs to be inclusive and embracing,
expressing the true unity in diversity,
allowing the very diversity to be the
enriching of the whole. We are not
there to serve ourselves, our egos or
our needs. Rather we have to keep
reminding ourselves that we are all
in service of the Church, the world
and the whole of creation. There
can never be any sense of competition or that one ministry is better
or more important than another.
They are all needed and are of equal
importance.
It is Christ who chooses and calls
us to be the Church in service of
all. We need to continually be evangelised, going beyond self and into
Christ. Only then does ministry
really make sense and be exercised
in purity of heart and intention for
the good of others and the glory
of God.

On 11 and 12 December 2018, the
Archdiocese Catholic Health Carers
Committee members organised and
sponsored an end of the year luncheon
for all 52 of their staff, at Nazareth
House in Elsie’s River. The staff
included Nurses, Carers, Clerical,
Maintenance and Support staff working
at Nazareth House.
Central to ACHCA’s vision, mission
and philosophy is the need to ‘Care for
the Carer’ so as to avoid or mitigate
burnout of all Carers – professional and
non-professional – who render nursing
or care services to elderly and frail persons, as well as to all vulnerable groups
in health facilities and in communities.
ACHCA’s chairperson, Mrs Magda
Karelse, welcomed all present on both
days. Mrs Karelse commended Sister
in Charge, Sr Jeanette Sass and all her
staff present for their dedication and
care to the 28 elderly and frail residents
at the Home as they make ‘love visible
to all’ and being witnesses to Christ’s
love, daily, as they render professional
and compassionate care to each of the
residents.
The lunch was served over two days
so half the staff attended on either
day while the other half of the staff
remained on duty to attend to the residents’ nursing needs so that their care
was not compromised. A packed lunch
was prepared for each of the night
duty staff who could not attend the
luncheon.
The ACHCA Committee members
served the meal and mingled with the
Nazareth House staff.
The staff sang beautiful choruses and
provided light entertainment.
The Social Worker, Mrs Alvita
Brown-Karelse who works at both the
Elsie’s River and Vredehoek Nazareth
Homes gave a heartfelt vote of thanks
on behalf of all the Staff at Nazareth
House, thanking the ACHCA
Committee members for also ‘making
love visible’ by sponsoring the luncheon
and epitomising Care for the Carers.

ACHCA Members who organised and sponsored the End of the Year
Lunch for the Nazareth House staff in Elsie’s River: L-R Rhenolda
Davies, Beatrice Boise, Marvina Johnson, Magda Karelse, Estelle
Groenewald, Mavis van Schalkwyk

Mrs Magda Karelse, Chairperson of ACHCA (standing), seated is Sr
Jeanette Sass, Nursing Sister in Charge of Nazareth House, Elsie’s
River and Staff Nurse Charmaine Thomas

Mrs Magda Karelse, chairperson
of ACHCA, Mrs Alvita BrownKarelse, Social Worker, Nazareth
House and Mrs Rhenolda Davies,
Marketing
Co-ordinator
of
ACHCA

Celebrating World AIDS Day
The Archdiocese of Cape Town Health Carers’ Association
(ACHCA), in collaboration with Joan Armstrong from the Family
Desk at the Centre for Pastoral Development, jointly organised a
celebration of International World AIDS Day on 1 December 2018
at St Mary’s Cathedral, Cape Town.
The event commenced with Mass at 11.00, which was concelebrated
by Vicar-General, Fr Peter-John Pearson and ACHCA’s Spiritual
Director, Fr Mark Pothier.
Fr Peter-John, in his opening prayer emphasised to the 55 congregants present, that it would be appropriate to highlight both World
AIDS Day and 16 Days of Activism for Non-Violence Against
Women and Children. He also made a passionate plea to all the
professional and non-professional Carers present at the Mass to continue to advocate and be actively involved in reducing and mitigating
the scourge and the dire consequences of gender-based violence.
Fr Mark, in his homily, urged all Carers present to work towards
a zero tolerance of stigma and discrimination, both for infected and
affected persons living with HIV/AIDS.
During the Prayers of the Faithful different coloured candles
were lit, interceding inter alia, that there be a successful vaccine for
HIV/AIDS, a cure for HIV/AIDS and for infected and affected
persons living with the disease not to be stigmatised or discriminated against.
Bernie Daries from Neighbourhood Old Age Homes (NOAH)
and from the Justice and Peace Commission at the Chancery, gave
a lucid and very informative presentation on the 2018 World AIDS
Day Theme: Know your Status.
ARCHDIOCESAN NEWS
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Mrs Bernie Daries from Justice and Peace, Ms
Loretta Madizwa, ACHCA member and Mrs
Beatrice Boise, ACHCA Vice Chairperson

Fr Mark Pothier, Spiritual Director for ACHCA
with some attendees at the World Aids Day at
St Mary’s Cathedral
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Naming of
Manila Steps
in Kalk Bay
As early as 1839, people from the
Philippines began making their homes
in Kalk Bay – many were sailors who
jumped ship. Some later arrivals were
fleeing a revolution in their homeland.
Known for being excellent fishermen,
the Filipinos joined the growing community in Kalk Bay, whose livelihood
depended on both fishing and whaling.
Many of the descendants of these
early settlers still live in Kalk Bay.
The proud history of their forebears
still influence the community feel and
character of the village. ‘I am often
asked “Why are you so different?” And
I usually say to them ‘I come from Kalk
Bay. That’s why I’m different.’ – Kalk
Bay skipper.
Tony Trimmel, a descendant of
one of these original settlers and the
Chairperson of the local Ratepayers’
Association and a member of the
Kalk Bay Historical Association: “We
decided several years ago that it would
be appropriate to honour the original
community by naming the steps leading
from Boyes Drive to the old graveyard
on Quarterdeck Road. We settled on the
name Manila Steps, and on 5 December
2017 this was approved by the City of
Cape Town.”
Tony Trimmel
Kalk Bay Historical
Association
082 564 5555

Filipino Community recognized in Kalk Bay
A very special event took place in Kalk
Bay on Sunday 28 October 2018. More
than 300 hundred people, mostly Filipino
descendants, walked along Gatesville
Road to the old graveyard at the end of
Upper Quarterdeck Road where many of
their ancestors were buried up until 1903.
The occasion was the celebration of the
naming of the Manila Steps (see Echo 29
Oct 2017) and the atmosphere was one
of happiness and good spirits that the
‘Manilas’ (as Filipinos were commonly
called) had finally received the recognition
they deserved.
At the old graveyard, Fr Mark Pothier
of St James’ Church stood on what was
known in old times as the Pulpit Stone
and blessed the people who had been
buried there all those years ago. Imam
Shafiek Ariefdien of the Kalk Bay mosque
then said a prayer for all assembled for the
event. Fr Wilfred Meyer of Holy Trinity
Church, Kalk Bay blessed the steps.
Most moving of all was the prayer said
by Fr Rico Talisic, a Catholic priest based
in District Six. As a Filipino himself, Fr
Talisic prayed in his native Tagalog, a
language last heard in Kalk Bay 100 years
ago when the last Filipino settler died.
The ceremony was completed when the
information board erected by the Kalk
Bay Historical Association was unveiled
by the Philippine Ambassador Mr Joseph
Angeles.
All then returned to the Holy Trinity
Church Hall where a wonderful spread
was laid out for a wonderful time of family
reunions and reminiscences
Steve Herbert
Kalk Bay Historical Association
073 0606 287

Unveiling of the historic information board: Front: Mr Joseph Angeles (Philippine Ambassador) holding the
Filipino flag; Back, L-R: Fr Rico Talisic CS, Fr Wilfred Meyer (Holy Trinity Anglican Church, St James), Mr
Tony Trimmel (Filipino descendant), Alderman Ian Neilson (Deputy Mayor of Cape Town), Imam Shafiek
Ariefdien and Fr Mark Pothier (St James Church, St James). Photos: Bruce Sutherland, City of Cape Town.

2019 KOLPING OPENING MASS – ABOVE: Attendees at the Mass; BELOW: National Praeses Fr Kizito
Gugah with Little Sisters Akiko and Vimala and Holy Cross Sister Kizita Makanda

Fr Mark Pothier standing on the ‘Pulpit Rock’ giving a blessing to the
graveyard and those buried there. Legend has it that Fr Duignam first
stood on this rock back in the 1880s

KOLPING
Guest House &
Conference Facility
Situated in a tranquil garden setting in the centre of Durbanville, with pool and braai facilities, we
offer both tastefully decorated Bed and Breakfast
rooms and Self-Catering units, as well as a full
English breakfast and dinner by arrangement.

Fr Kizito Gugah, the National Praeses
of Kolping South Africa, celebrated
the Opening Mass for the organisation
for the New Year. Fr Kizito emphasized that we should be focused more
on what the task is that God asks
each of us to do and that we should
be focused less on what people say
about us. Our motivation should not
come from the good or bad people
have to say, but from the desire to
do what the Master asks each of
us, his servants, to do. 40 people
attended the Mass which included
Kolping Members, Board Members,
Staff Members, Holy Cross Sisters
and the Little Sisters of Jesus.
During the Mass each one present
lit a candle asking the Spirit to be a
guiding light throughout the coming
year. Fr Kizito also anointed our
hands and heads preparing us mentally and bodily for the work that lies
ahead in 2019.
After the Mass everyone enjoyed
refreshments at the Kolping Guest
House.

Conference facilities, wheelchair facilities, within walking
distance of shops, restaurants, banks and close proximity to
Catholic Church, tennis courts, golf course and wine route.
We would like to be your
home away from home

CONTACT
Jaco Bindemann, Manager
7 Biccard Street Durbanville 7550
Tel +27 21 970 2900.
Fax +27 21 976 9839
E-mail: info@kolpingguesthouse.co.za
www.kolpingguesthouse.co.za
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CPLO Roundtables

Violence & Migrant Women: A Global Problem needing Local Solutions, 25 September
2018. L-R: Ms Amy Shackleford; Ms Thembile Abigail Njojo (Storyteller 1); Mr George
Mfwamba (Storyteller 2); Ms Delene Roberts; Fr Peter-John Pearson (Director, CPLO); Ms
Sylvia Mbebe; Fr Filippo Ferraro (Co-Director, SIHMA); and Ms Aimèe-Nöel Mbiyozo

Land Expropriation: Whether to do it; How to do it; & the Unintended
Consequences, 22 October 2018. L-R: Dr Rick de Satgé; Mr Jeremy Cronin; Fr
Peter-John Pearson (Director, CPLO); and Mr Wandile Sihlobo

Blessing and
welcoming
of newly
initiated

On Sunday 27 January 2019, the parish priest of St Gabriel’s, Gugulethu,
Fr Nkululeko Qokolo, together with
Fr Dick O’Riordan held a beautiful
ceremony of ‘Blessing and Welcoming
of Young Men’ who have been initiated into manhood.
The church openly welcomed them
with song and they received inspiring words and wisdom from both
priests. Fr Nkululeko’s message to
these young men was “go out into the
world and make a difference”! This
sermon encouraged the newly initiated men to take pride in their culture
and roots, and also to show interest
and be involved in the church.
Fr Nkululeko and Fr Dick prayed
and blessed the newly initated men,
inviting God to be the light in their
lives as they enter into this new journey of maturity and spiritual growth.
After Mass, everyone was treated
to some refreshments!
Thimna Sitokisi & Xoli Fuyani

ABOVE: Gugulethu parish priest, Fr Nkululeko Qokolo addresses and
blesses the newly initiated young men. BELOW: Fr Dick O’Riordan
greeting and welcoming the young men.

CPD Training Courses
MAR

The South African Informal Sector: Creating Jobs, Reducing Poverty, 11
October 2018. L-R: Adv Mike Pothier (Programme Manager, CPLO); Mr Kenny Pasensie
(Economic & Social Development Project Co-ordinator); and Prof Frederick Fourie

The Impact of Domestic Violence on Women and Children, 18 October
2018. L-R: Ms Lynette Oliver; Ms Joy Lange; Adv Mike Pothier (Programme Manager,
CPLO); and Ms Valdi van Reenen-Le Roux

African Futures – The Long View: Structural Transitions for Prosperity,
23 October 2018. Dr Jakkie Cilliers; Dr Ibrahim Assane Mayaki

2
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23
29
29
APR 3
6
6
10
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13
24
25
27
MAY 4
4
7
8
11
15
16
18
22
25
25
27
28
29

09.00-12.30
09.00
19.00-21.00
19.00-21.00
19.00-21.00
09.30-12.30
09.30-12.30
09.30-12.30
-31st
-31st
19.00-21.00
09.30-12.30
-7th
19.00-21.00
09.30-12.30
19.00-21.00
19.30

09.30-12.30
19.30
19.00-21.00
09.30-12.30
19.00-21.00
09.30-12.30
19.00-21.00
09.00-13.00
19.00
19.30
19.00-21.00

Please direct all queries
about training to CPD
at 021 462 2417.

A special APC meeting at St Anthony’s, Langa for priests and PPC Chairpersons
Xhosa Youth Leaders’ Workshop at Langa
Rite of Election 1 at Lansdowne
Rite of Election 2 at the Cathedral
Theology Course at the Chancery
Taize Prayer Event at Constantia
CFP 2 at Lansdowne, Makhaza, Parow, Strand, West Coast and Westridge
RCIA training 2 at Claremont
Xhosa Ministries
Marriage Encounter weekend at Maryland Retreat Centre
Empower Youth Leaders’ Conference at OLPH, Durbanville
Theology Course at the Chancery
Catechetics Trainers’ Workshop 2 at St Ignatius, Claremont
Engaged Encounter. Contact Craig & Jacinta Daniels on 083 700 3667
Theology Course at the Chancery
CFP 3 at Lansdowne, Makhaza, Parow, Strand, West Coast and Westridge
Taize Event at Lentegeur
Theology Course at the Chancery
Marriage Preparation, six Thursdays at Retreat
5-a-side football tournament at Fish Hoek Primary School (Venue TBC)
Leadership Training – Leadership Theory (Youth) at the Chancery
RCIA training 3 at Claremont
Marriage Preparation, six Tuesdays at Athlone
Theology Course at the Chancery (Please note that this is also Election Day, so please plan
accordingly).
CFP 4 at Lansdowne, Makhaza, Parow, Strand, West Coast and Westridge
Theology Course at the Chancery
Young Adults Talk – Moral Questions: Gender, at Somerset West
Ongoing Formation: Preparation for First Confession at OLHC, Lansdowne
Theology Course at the Chancery
Catechists’ Retreat 1 at Lansdowne
Taize Event at Belgravia
Marriage Preparation, five Mondays at Athlone
Marriage Preparation, six Tuesdays at Tableview
Theology Course at the Chancery

CPLO Other Events

Sustainable Development Goals What is The Progress? 24 October
2018. L-R: Ms Percy Moleke; Mr Msingathi Sipuka; Adv Mike Pothier (Programme
Manager, CPLO); and Ms Karen Shippey
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MP dinner with Ms Deidre Carter and Mr Mosiuoa Lekota, 2 October 2018.
L-R: Ms Deidre Carter; Fr Peter-John Pearson (Director, CPLO); Ms Marlene Barnard
(Project Officer for Cape Town, Hanns Seidel Foundation); and Mr Mosiuoa Lekota

Is the War on Poaching a Just War? 30 November 2018. L-R: Ms Lovedonia
Mkansi (Environment and Energy Project Co-ordinator, CPLO), Fr Shaun Cozett
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Thank you Archdiocese
of Cape Town!
St Kizito Children’s Programme want to
express their gratitude to all the parishioners in the Archdiocese of Cape Town who
purchased Advent Candles. Funds generated
from the sale of these candles, plus funding
from other donors, enabled us to purchase
219 pairs of school shoes and 438 pairs of
school socks for some of the children in our
Movement.
The office was a hub of activity at the
beginning of January as volunteers assisted
with the packing and distribution of the
school shoes and socks. The items were
distributed to our groups in Mbkweni,
Nyanga, Rocklands, Fish Hoek, Gugulethu,
Khayelitsha, Kleinvlei and Lentegeur.
Our families, who rely mostly on Social
Grants to survive, are always overcome with
emotion when receiving the school items. A

simple pair of school shoes is often the difference in a child staying at home or attending
school.
We are also most grateful for the donation of
40 Buckets of Love, distributed together with
our school uniform drive and nappy drive. We
also received a donation of additional Buckets
of Love from Constantia parish.
Please see our 2020 back to school budget
below:
If you would like to contribute in any way
please contact the office on 021 782 2880, or
info@stkizito.org.za.

Lentegeur host second
conference for women
On Friday 5 October 2018, the women
of the parish of St Mary Magdalene,
Lentegeur hosted their 2nd conference for women. The theme of the
three day conference this year was
focused on Joshua 1:9, Be Strong and
Courageous.
Friday night saw the introduction of
new parish priest, Fr Jeremiah Gama
OMI, who delivered a talk on “The
Call to Act Courageously”. Saturday
morning saw four more speakers slotting in at times allocated to them for
the day.
Deacon Joseph Arulandu from St
Clare’s in Elsies River was the first
speaker and his talk was centred on,
“Where Shall My Strength Come
From?”, followed by a very unique
speaker, Ms Nomfundo Mdingi who
captivated the women with her presentation, “Women Can Lead As Joshua
Did”. This was a very emotional time
for many of the women as Ms Mdingi
took them through the trials and
tribulations that many women face
in daily life. This gave us the perfect
opportunity to break for lunch and
refreshments, as well as time to share
personal emotions.
Our next speaker after lunch was
Dr Eugene Davids, a specialist on
Child and Family studies, with the
topic, “Do Not Be Afraid” and adding
to that his own topic of “Braving the
Wilderness”.
We ended off the Saturday with our
last speaker, but also vibrant contributor, Ms Teresa Roberts from Our Lady
Queen of Peace Parish in Grassy Park,
who spoke on the topic, “Women
Walking Courageously With God”.
This conference was the most successful of the two held by the women and
plans are underway to look at different
aspects concerning issues that many
women face.
An evaluation form was made
available to focus on what topics are
needed for future conferences and
who to approach in the future. All
the catering was done by the St Mary
Magdalene Holistic Women’s Group.
There was enough food to eat and
enough for many participants to take
some home.
God truly blessed this conference so
much, for example we had parishioners blessing us with chicken platters as
well as fruit platters. Some parishioners donated cool drinks, 25 litres of
fresh juice, Oros and much more. As
there was no charge to participate in
the conference, a love offering was
taken up to say thank you to all our
speakers who bless us so much for
their time and valuable input.
ARCHDIOCESAN NEWS
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ABOVE: 27 children of Ss John and Paul, Belhar celebrated their 1st Holy
Communion on 4 November 2018. With them are Fr Justin Chimba (parish priest), Deacon Arthur Johannes, and catechists Antionette Jacobs
and Badroonisa Ernstzen; BELOW: The children of St Lawrence, Delft
with Fr Justin Chimba, Dcn Joseph Malama and Sr Alidah Nkhoma

Attendees at the Lentegeur Conference for Women
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ABOVE, LEFT: A gathering of the parish Catechetical Co-ordinators at St Ignatius, Claremont; ABOVE,
RIGHT: Fr Eoin Farrelly SDB together with the Catechetical team explain to the co-ordinators how the new
National Confirmation Programme all fits together.

LEGION OF MARY: The newly established praesidium,
Our Lady Tabernacle of the Most High, Kraaifontein with
their spiritual director Fr Audecius Tindimwebwa AJ

Catechists involved with SPRED (Catechesis for people with disabilities)
meet in Lansdowne with Fr Eoin Farrelly SDB to prepare for the new year.

Archdiocesan archivist, Fr Frank Whyte, poring over an
archived edition of the Southern Cross in his office at the
Chancery

An ATTITUDE of GRATITUDE was the clear message by Fr Michael Van Heerden at the Catholic Men’s
Ministry Thanksgiving Mass in Durbanville. A thank you to the parish for hosting and to all who attended.
Some awesome testimonies about God’s immense power in the lives of men who are willing to listen to his
call, and a celebration filled with praise and worship. It was a wonderful opportunity to kick-start the year
and firing it up to serve God as better fathers, husbands and brothers. Refreshments and chit-chat were
enjoyed in the hall after Mass. Ten years of Catholic Men’s Ministry in Cape Town. A busy year lies ahead
in serving our brother Jesus. St Joseph pray for us.

A Celebration
of Light
and Life

Well, what more can we say? Fr Gerry Walmsley delivers a series of lectures on Philosophy, in the Chancery
boardroom

The Men’s Prayer Group of St Martin de Porres, Bishop Lavis at the Men’s
Weekend retreat from 16 to 18 November 2018 at Bergkroon, Wellington.
With them is their parish priest, Fr Jerome Aranes (back row, in white)

All those involved in ministry of any kind were invited to the annual
Archdiocesan “Leadership in Ministry” at OLHC in Lansdowne on 19
January 2019. Participants reflected on the nature and character of
ministry in the Parish

ABOVE: People gather at Mater
Domini (a centre for women in
crisis pregnancy, in Claremont)
to prepare for Christmas and to
celebrate the life of the unborn
child, as well as those brought
into life by mothers living in the
home.
LEFT: During the celebration the
central candle is lit to honour
the unborn child and the smaller
candles, each bearing the names
of children born at Mater Domini
during the past year, are lit and
placed around the larger candle.

ARCHDIOCESAN NEWS
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Cape Town priest celebrates first shipboard Mass
Fr Rico Talisic, a new ship visitor in
Cape Town, celebrated his first shipboard Mass for a group of seafarers on
19 September 2018.
Fr Rico is a Scalabrinian priest
from the Philippines and now ship
visits for Catholic seafarers’ charity
Apostleship of the Sea/Stella Maris in
the Archdiocese of Cape Town.
He accompanied two other AoS
ship visitors, Gerard Assam and
Anthony Erispe, on board the bulk
carrier MV Paulo U.
The ship had a crew of 21, all of
whom are Filipinos.
Captain Joseph T. Balbido, the
ship’s master, requested Holy Mass on
board as the crew would not get the
chance to attend Mass for the several
months while at sea.
The seafarers were grateful for
the chance to celebrate Mass, which
would help sustain their faith during
the long voyage.
Two Kenyan seafarers from another
vessel were also present at Mass.

Mr Gerard Assam, front left, together with attendees at the Mass on board the MV Paulo U

AoS South Africa assists
abused fishermen
The Church cannot remain silent to
labour and human rights abuses in the
fishing industry, the Vatican’s Prefect
of the Dicastery for Promoting Integral
Human Development, Cardinal Peter
K. A. Turkson has said.
In a message during a World
Fisheries Day panel discussion today
at the UN’s Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) in Rome,
Cardinal Turkson said that fishers are
“crying out for help and, as Church,
we cannot shut our ears and we cannot
remain silent.”
Cardinal Turkson said the fishing industry is committed to solving
problems of product certification, as
consumers called on retailers to be
more responsible in their businesses.
However, he said these efforts are
not enough because the number of
governments that have ratified international instruments which could
dramatically change the lives of fish
workers is still very low and in some
small areas, the fishing industry still

suffers from the ruthlessness of profitseeking policy makers.
This was apparent from media
reports and from the harrowing incidents that chaplains and volunteers of
Catholic seafarers’ charity Apostleship
of the Sea (Stella Maris) around the
world come across.
In one case in Cape Town South
Africa, AoS was made aware of two
Tanzanian fishermen who were
repeatedly beaten for nine months.
Fortunately, AoS South Africa was
able to intervene quite quickly as the
vessel was about to sail and the abuse
of the fishermen would have continued unabated.
AoS South Africa National Director
Nicholas Barends said, “We found out
about the ill-treatment when we went
on board the vessel and when the
crew members were asked if they were
treated well or not.”
In another case, AoS came to the
rescue of a Filipino fisherman who
worked 16-hour a day shifts and
sometimes even all-day long.
They were promised overtime payments on top of their salaries for
working their long hours but never
received them.
P O Box 379
Cape Town
8000
Tel 021 465 5904
Fax 021 461 0785
www.catholicbookshop.co.za
custserv.cbs@mweb.co.za
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One of the crew was suffering from
severe blisters on his hands due to the
lack of safety gloves provided when
working in the freezer section of their
ship.
Nicholas managed to at least get a
guarantee letter from the ship owner
which stated that he had paid the crew
all their overtime.
“Without the help of AoS these
cases will go unnoticed. Fishermen
know they have someone to turn to if
they are in need as AoS is immediately
contactable in the harbour.”
Cardinal Turkson said challenges
remain in the treatment of those
employed in fisheries, including physical and verbal abuses, exploitation
of fishermen, cases of forced labour,
human trafficking and disappearance
at sea.
Often there are direct links between
the abuses and the use of flags of
convenience, illegal, unreported and
unregulated (IUU) fishing, and transnational crime.
According the FAO’s 2016 data,
around 59.6 million people were
engaged in fisheries and aquaculture
work, supplying about 171 million
tonnes of fish to the global market,
and generating a first-sale value of
production estimated at US$320 billion.
Cardinal Turkson also called for
the creation of a roadmap to ensure
widespread ratification and implementation of the international treaties
to tackle trafficking and forced labour
in the sector.
He urged all parties to put aside
differences and to work together to
stop human trafficking and forced
labour at sea.
“This co-operation should be pursued at global, regional, national and
local levels and should ensure the
involvement of civil society, industry
and retailers, NGOs, trade unions and
the Church.
“We can improve working conditions and safety and fight illegal,
unreported and unregulated (IIU)
fishing and create a socially, environmentally and commercially sustainable fisheries sector,” he said.
In Great Britain and around the
world, Apostleship of the Sea Stella
Maris works with the Santa Marta
Group to educate and inform AoS
chaplains, volunteers, port officials
and police about the scourge of slavery
at sea and what can be done to protect
and support fishermen and seafarers.

Fr Rico Talisic

A Star in the Window
A short story by Fr Ralph de Hahn
It was the year 1947. The United
States had been at war with Japan.
In the state of Kentucky the young
ten year old Barry was strolling down
the avenue with his dad in the village of Percyville. It was dusk and
it was Autumn. The sunset had left
a pink hem in the sky. The wind
was whistling an unknown melody;
the f loating clouds were threatening
to blanket the sleeping village and
eventually wreathe all the landscape
in greyness.
“Dad, look at that home. It is still
in darkness but see that bright star
shining in the front window.” Dad
was happy to enlighten the young
man: “It’s now a tradition in this
State, maybe also in other states; it
is to remember some person or some
special occasion!” Barry was deeply
interested; pictures and drawings of
stars always fascinated him.
Dad made a suggestion to satisfy
his curiosity “Now why don’t you
run across there and ask the family
just why they have that star in the
window?” Barry liked the challenge,
so off he went, knocked on the door
very gently, and gazed into the kindly
face of Mrs Kenny.
“Hello young man, is there any way
I can help you?”
Barry was at his best behaviour
“Good evening, madam, my name is
Barry. I am sorry to bother you, truly,
but may I ask just one question. Why
do you have that bright star in your
window?”
The lady was delighted to invite
him in “Come in, Barry, follow me,
let me show you our treasure.” The
mother directed his gaze to a large
photo on the mantelpiece “Now that
is our son, my only son. You will
notice his uniform. He was a lieutenant in the U.S. Marine Corps. He
was killed in action in the war in the
Pacific. Yes, my only son, and you ask
about that star in the window. That
is how we remember him; it’s the
American way!”
Barry was quiet for a while,
expressed his sorrow at the news, and
nodding his greeting to the family
around the dinner table, he thanked
Mrs Kenny with a grateful smile, and
left the house to join his dad waiting
on the avenue.
“And so, young man, you learnt
something this evening.”
Abortion Warning
‘The Pill’ can abort, undetected, soon after conception. A medical fact. See www.humanlife.org/
abortion_does_the_pill.php

“Dad, I am so sorry, they are
mourning the death of their soldier
son.”
“Oh no, Barry, not just mourning,
but also celebrating a hero who gave
his life for this country, for us, for
world peace.” The young man was
intelligent enough to understand the
sentiments expressed by his father. A
star for a hero.
“Now, Barry, look over there” interrupted his dad, “That is the home of
the Rivera family. What do you see
in the front window?” Barry was alert
and bright “I see three stars… which
may mean that they lost three children… oh no, dad, surely not…?”
“Yes, my boy, three sons in one devastating battle.” Slowly they moved
along, quietly, thoughtfully. Finally
dad spoke “and as we walk through
many streets and avenues in this village you will now finally understand
why there are many houses displaying
the star for the many American sons
and daughters who have made this
supreme sacrifice in World War II.”
Barry was almost satisfied, but
evidently moved, and with so many
young lives crushed, he had yet
another question: “Dad, then who
really won the war?”
A deadly silence, a sombre countenance, a quiet whisper “Nobody ever
wins a war, my son… nobody!”
It rained for a few days in Percyville
and the darkness was stealthily enveloping the Autumn light. Summer was
certainly left behind. But then came
another clear evening for Dad and
son to take their late evening stroll,
but well padded against the evening
chill. The rains had washed the air
and the skies with a beautiful scented
powder. The sky was alight with a
million stars as the two strolled their
favourite avenue.
Dad stopped suddenly. His son was
no longer alongside him. He turned
around. There was Barry staring into
the heavens “Look, dad, that star is
so bright, so brilliant. Do you see
it?”
Dad wrapped his arms around the
shoulders of his son “Barry, that is
God’s heaven, it’s His window, and
that bright star, well, His Son was
also sent… and killed in action.”
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Catholic Schools’ Office update

HOLY WEEK WORD SEARCH
HOLY WEEK -DAYS LEADING UP TO AND INCLUDING THE LAST SUPPER
The High Priests saw Jesus as a trouble maker so they came together to plot against Jesus. Judas met
with the Jews and was given thirty pieces of silver to betray Jesus. On the day of the Passover, Jesus had
His Last Supper with His disciples. The Sacrament of Priesthood also known as Holy Orders as well as the

Well, the holidays came and went
rather quickly this time. Although I
am sure most parents were delighted
to send their children back to school
on 9 January.
The year ended with the usual endof-year celebrations, award ceremonies,
graduations and valedictories. Our
eight senior schools did exceptionally Fr Manuel passes on the light of 2019
well in the Matric exams achieving
pass rates well above the Provincial
Welcome to 2019
average. Of particular significance is
the achievement of the Dominican School for Deaf Children, who
achieved third place nationally in the Sign Language Exam. This
exam was written for the first time last year. Dominican Grimley
in Hout Bay (also for the deaf) and Springfield were both lauded
by the Western Cape Department of Education for sustaining
a 100% pass rate over the past ten years. We are proud of all
our Matrics, particularly those who achieve under very difficult
circumstances. Marian High School in Matroosfontein experienced a bitter-sweet moment upon the release of their results on
5 January. One of their matriculants who was battling cancer had
been admitted to hospital straight after writing her final paper,
Retiree, Gary Faulmann is
History. She sadly passed away shortly thereafter. Despite the
honoured by the network
difficult circumstances, Keshia Ruiters achieved an A for History
and a Bachelors pass! An amazing testimony to the strength of
the human spirit.
Most of our Catholic School children move on to senior schools
or institutions which are secular in nature. When they return to
visit, they often talk about their longing for the sacred dimension
of school life. You’ll see from our photographs that like all schools
we take the business of teaching and learning seriously, but
there is another dimension – nurturing the heart and soul of the
child. This is done largely through the infusion of prayer, ritual
Three neighbouring Dominican
and Religious Education in the school curriculum. We dedicate
schools
start the year with Mass
a lot of energy and time into nurturing teachers who hold and
appreciate this value.
Whilst we will continue our usual programme of school events
and training programmes this year, our particular foci are:
The Third Catholic Schools Education Congress, ‘Towards
tomorrow together in faith’: Our regional congress will take
place on 10 & 11 May and thereafter we will send our delegates
to the National Congress in Johannesburg on 25-27 May. This
Congress provides us with an exciting opportunity to reflect on
the work of Catholic Schools and to formulate a road map going
forward.
Hard work from Day 1
Protective Behaviours Training: In 2018 we reviewed our
Child Safeguarding Policy and launched the updated version. All
our Catholic School stakeholders have been extensively trained
in this work and Designated Child Safeguarding Officers have
been appointed in each school. A national conference was hosted
by the Jesuit Institute and the CIE to capacitate our teachers in
digital safeguarding. This is an increasing area of concern within
our schools. This year we will facilitate three two-day courses on
Protective Behaviours. This course will train teachers to recognise
Springfield collects toys
the signs of abuse and will also skill them in teaching children
for those less fortunate
how to look after their own safety.
Public Schools Admissions 2020: The Western Cape Education
Department reports that there has been an influx of 150 000 children to the Province over the past five years. It is going to become
increasingly difficult to secure spaces in our schools so we urge
you to act promptly. Admissions for all grades (for 2020) open
on 15 February and close on 15 March. For further information,
please feel free to call our office 021 761 8050 or visit our website
catholicschoolsoffice-ct.com.
Yours in Catholic Education,
Sr Bernadette facilitating
Evona Rebelo
a staff workshop
Catholic Schools’ Office

St Agnes turns 120

Loreto Grade Rs graduate

Institution of the Holy Eucharist took place at that Passover. Jesus washed the feet of the disciples but
Peter refused to have his feet washed by the master but after Jesus explained to him why, he
understood and had his feet washed. At the table Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it and gave it to
them saying “This is my body which is given up for you”. Then Jesus took the cup of wine and said “Take
and drink, this is my blood. The blood of the new covenant which will be poured out for many for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this in memory of me”. This was the first Holy Mass that was celebrated.
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St Raphael’s turns 90
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Prayer is part of our day

Growing young minds
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FIRST HOLY MASS

JESUS

PRIESTHOOD

BLESSED

FORGIVENESS OF SIN

JUDAS

SACRAMENTS

BLOOD

GAVE THANKS

LAST SUPPER

TABLE

BODY

HIGH PRIEST

MEMORY

THIRTY SILVER PIECES

BREAD

HOLY ORDERS

PASSOVER

TROUBLE MAKER

COVENANT

INSTITUTE OF THE
EUCHARIST

PETER
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WINE
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Fish Hoek celebrate with
Football and Potjiekos
All parishes in the Archdiocese are invited
to send a team (or teams) to take part in
the annual 5-a-side football tournament on
Saturday 27 April 2019 (Freedom Day) at a
nominal cost of R50 per team.
There will also be a potjie competition
taking place with prizes and bragging rights
on offer. There is no entrance fee for this
contest but participants are required to
provide their own ingredients and pot (wood
and half-drums will be provided). Fires from
8.30am with judging around 12.30pm.
For further details on the football competition, contact one of the following:
Paul Kilfoil, paulkilfoil@gmail.com, 084
438 5400 (SMS or WhatsApp)
Mike Dalton, dalton.christine@gmail.com,
083 365 5270 (SMS or WhatsApp)
For further details on the potjie contest,
contact one of the following:
Peter Imrie, peter.imrie@gmail.com, 078
2626 285 (SMS or WhatsApp)
Ossie Gonsalves, ursolino@absamail.co.za
The tournament rules are simple:
1. Players of all ages and genders are welcome (young, old and in-between)
2. No boots allowed – tackies or bare feet
only

3. Matches will be five players a side, with
no goalkeeper and no off-side
4. Matches will be played on a half-size
field – teams can comprise any number
of players, but only five can be on the
field at any one time
5. At least one of the five players on the
field must be female at all times
6. Substitutions can be made at any time
(“rolling subs”)
7. Teams will play several matches; the
exact number will be determined by the
number of teams we have
8. An entry fee of R50 is payable per team,
regardless of how many players there are
in the squad
The venue for the event (to be confirmed)
is:
Fish Hoek Primary School
Corner of Fife Avenue & Recreation
Road (entrance off Fife Avenue)
Fish Hoek
Matches will start at 10am and continue
until early afternoon, with a final to be contested by the best two teams. There will be
a tuck-shop and stalls selling other food.
Proceeds in aid of St John the Evangelist
parish.

Our Vision

Our Mission
Inter-Catholic Athletics

R
E
L
O
O
L
A
S
T
S
U
P
P
E
R
J
L
E

BETRAY

"Love one another as I have loved you

South Cape Committee

C
H
I
G
H
P
R
I
E
S
T
S
R
N
Y
T
O
H

Worldwide Marriage Encounter's
mission of renewal in the church and
change in the world is to assist couples
and priests to live fully intimate and
responsible relationships by providing
them with a Catholic "experience" and
ongoing community support for such a
lifestyle.

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER
A marriage Encounter weekend
can rekindle the flames of
romance you felt on your wedding
day. Just call Graham or Patuele our
booking couple on 084 502 3805 or
076 930 3818 for more information.
Dates for 2019:
29 – 31 March 2019
19 – 21 July 2019
4 – 6 October 2019
Email: marriage.encounterwc@gmail.com
Web : www.marriageencountersa.org
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SECOND COLLECTIONS IN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CAPE TOWN
PARISH

PRIEST PROVIDENT FUND
2017

2018

MISSION SUNDAY
2017

2018

Athlone

2,013.70

2,150.00

1,600.00

2,814.85

Atlantis

302.90

231.10

346.60

221.20

PRISON MINISTRY
2017

2018

ADVENT APPEAL
2017

2018

1,559.00

11,139.65

12,310.00

361.00

385.00

1,522.40

2,962.30

Belgravia

2,165.70

1,218.10

1,197.60

1,360.05

1,513.30

1,495.60

5,639.15

4,910.50

Belhar

1,846.00

1,412.00

845.00

979.00

1,333.00

945.00

6,778.00

6,798.00

Bellville

8,490.00

3,025.00

3,740.00

3,910.00

4,330.00

5,310.00

22,780.00

27,340.00

Bonteheuwel
Bothasig

359.50

402.00

272.50

327.00

315.40

1,983.00

1,942.90

10,630.10

7,585.60

7,147.10

5,117.30

6,440.80

8,883.75

27,029.85

18,849.95

1,990.00

2,630.00

11,530.00

12,190.00

440.00

3,660.00

4,230.00

Brackenfell

2,690.00

2,320.00

2,110.00

2,030.00

Bridgetown

150.00

466.00

235.00

570.00

Camps Bay

3,540.00

1,874.00

1,805.00

2,390.00

3,240.00

2,540.00

10,925.00

8,827.40

Cathedral

3,255.80

2,866.50

2,476.90

3,053.90

2,703.40

3,702.20

13,764.95

11,652.40

Claremont

2,424.00

2,750.00

2,464.30

2,610.00

2,030.00

14,634.30

11,160.00

Constantia

5,930.00

24,520.00

25,280.00

580.50

1,427.50

3,138.00

7,110.00

4,870.00

7,050.00

5,380.00

Delft

515.50

330.00

396.30

238.00

5,060.00

District Six

500.00

491.80

600.00

1,353.00

500.00

1,154.60

2,003.50

3,442.50

Durbanville

8,321.00

7,134.60

8,236.50

8,432.70

4,960.00

11,019.70

33,437.10

31,135.10

Elsie’s River

1,260.00

1,720.00

1,463.00

1,260.00

1,250.00

1,570.00

6,880.00

6,300.00

Factreton

1,546.10

1,701.00

1,505.40

1,040.55

1,021.60

5,541.00

6,131.00

Fish Hoek

2,480.10

2,353.50

2,312.20

3,008.00

1,962.60

12,378.30

10,213.00

Goodwood

3,635.40

4,239.60

2,036.00

2,870.00

2,726.60

3,100.00

14,593.30

17,630.00

Grassy Park

3,243.50

3,473.00

2,310.00

1,916.00

1,512.00

3,132.00

16,631.00

15,526.00

Green Point

4,650.00

3,700.00

2,430.00

3,460.00

3,090.00

4,100.00

12,860.00

14,700.00

634.00

1,761.00

535.00

1,110.00

3,342.00

Gugulethu

871.00

Hanover Park

2,610.00

1,320.00

1,630.00

1,845.00

790.00

9,160.00

9,375.00

Heathfield

8,197.60

4,569.50

7,433.10

6,032.80

5,714.60

4,803.90

43,653.20

35,567.85

Hermanus

740.00

5,544.00

3,115.70

2,836.00

249.00

1,900.00

15,518.60

13,392.30

1,748.00

2,243.00

1,776.00

1,636.00

1,588.00

8,183.50

8,509.40

620.00

550.00

0.00

1,319.00

289.50

2,230.50

3,105.00
7,828.80

Hout Bay
Khayelitsha QoA
Khayeltisha St R
Kleinvlei

983.50

990.00

816.00

432.50

3,397.40

2,536.20

2,139.70

1,920.90

1,758.90

9,594.00

Koelenhof

560.00

368.50

328.95

635.00

1,318.00

277.61

2,216.10

2,316.00

Kommetjie

2,652.50

2,694.00

2,000.00

2,152.60

2,370.00

10,615.70

10,507.00

Kraaifontein

1,810.10

1,903.20

883.95

2,254.10

256.30

1,965.00

10,240.73

13,299.80

Kuils River

2,430.00

1,895.00

1,551.80

1,682.00

1,362.00

720.00

11,614.20

8,092.50

Lambert’s Bay

118.40

311.00

131.00

243.00

424.80

1,875.70

1,457.50

Langa

810.00

922.60

543.00

854.00

734.00

3,380.00

3,639.00

Lansdowne

10,063.30

10,053.60

7,058.30

6,593.70

5,687.70

3,648.50

28,244.00

27,647.10

2,660.00

1,560.00

1,580.00

8,521.00

11,683.00

2,781.70

15,533.00

14,592.50

2,929.10

9,949.20

13,746.30

Lavistown

2,235.00

Lentegeur

3,374.50

Maitland

3,946.70

3,941.90

1,676.00

2,208.00

2,195.80

1,545.50

2,346.60

3,072.60

2,441.00

556.80

356.80

Malmesbury

445.60

526.00

547.10

Manenberg

846.40

892.60

615.20

Matroosfontein

3,585.00

4,425.00

2,965.00

2,870.00

Milnerton

5,770.00

5,360.00

3,900.00

5,640.00

Mowbray

3,748.10

4,306.70

4,148.10

3,951.50

Newlands

5,166.00

4,090.00

5,053.40
370.00

380.00

692.00

254.00

Nyanga
Observatory

679.20

Overberg

750.00

363.60

2,239.80

2,241.40

1,880.10

2,920.10

5,186.90

2,885.00

4,150.00

6,800.00

13,741.00

18,220.00

14,500.00

2,816.00

3,965.00

14,038.55

15,823.50

4,360.00

3,650.00

17,129.60

19,610.00

340.00

120.00

722.00

510.00

349.00

2,661.60

2,713.70

615.40

550.00

600.00

320.00

2,200.00

1,510.00

Paarl

3,123.35

5,252.75

4,823.80

4,118.20

2,480.10

12,886.50

15,148.50

Parow

4,645.00

6,000.00

5,630.00

6,000.00

6,150.00

24,350.00

25,400.00

Parow Valley

1,280.00

2,150.00

1,830.00

1,700.00

Pinelands

5,891.30

3,053.00

2,629.20

3,468.70

Plumstead

6,010.20

6,213.40

7,213.60

7,269.30

5,490.70

523.25

566.70

932.00

642.60

Portuguese

468.90

Retreat

1,150.00

Rocklands

1,860.00

1,210.00

2,370.00

9,660.00

6,620.00

2,591.90

13,159.40

13,690.30

6,697.10

25,044.10

33,787.00

404.10

2,498.65

2,928.30

1,420.00

6,060.00

5,720.00

1,957.00

2,145.00

1,779.00

1,854.00

1,849.00

963.00

5,927.00

7,414.00

11,586.50

11,452.60

7,855.05

12,930.00

2,000.00

9,600.00

37,049.15

43,775.90

3,100.00

2,550.00

3,715.00

3,650.00

2,600.00

1,950.00

12,200.00

14,951.00

11,241.00

12,167.00

Somerset West

8,584.95

7,187.80

6,520.10

6,648.20

4,291.80

28,085.70

25,956.90

St James

3,033.50

2,693.00

2,247.60

1,569.60

2,706.00

1,834.00

11,551.85

9,610.30

2,276.80

Rondebosch
Sea Point
Simon’s Town

600.00

600.00

Steenberg

2,550.00

2,178.70

2,199.00

Stellenbosch

3,322.80

4,926.00

2,200.70

Strand

6,570.00

5,310.70

Strandfontein
Table View
Tafelsig
Vredenburg
Welcome Estate

4,050.00

3,884.10

3,730.00
1,440.00

2,780.00

3,968.00

2,360.00

2,691.00

18,990.00

16,070.00

14,680.00

16,670.00

1,818.50

12,478.60

9,856.90

2,440.00

14,998.55

13,336.30

3,580.90

21,860.00

16,513.90

2,996.00

14,540.00

15,025.00

13,050.00

65,200.00

49,690.00

622.80

940.60

657.80

489.10

274.20

326.20

2,902.10

2,540.90

3,607.80

4,012.80

2,244.60

2,198.35

1,904.80

2,341.20

12,633.60

14,222.80

900.00

1,908.50

805.00

1,052.00

370.00

893.00

7,442.90

7,398.30

Westridge

3,000.00

3,500.00

3,050.00

1,800.00

1,150.00

10,470.00

12,700.00

Woodstock

1,380.00

1,080.00

640.00

1,000.00

650.00

500.00

3,630.00

2,980.00

Wynberg

7,779.80

6,304.50

4,694.50

6,020.20

4,841.40

5,933.70

25,803.20

22,119.90

182,622.05

204,643.00

103,259.40

183,497.16

911,901.38

905,478.80

Unknown
TOTALS

1,666.00
R

239,851.50

221,083.20

Please Note: The above figures represent deposits made up until 31 January 2019.
Please email your notifications to Tina at appeal@adct.org.za
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Being a Bible

Over the holidays I met an eight year old
boy who told me that he didn’t know what
a Bible was. I wasn’t really surprised, as
over the years I’ve seen that most homes
don’t have even a single copy of the
Bible, even though these households are
churchgoers.
He had seen me reading my kindle and
thought it was a gadget to play games
on, because he came to me and asked if
he can play a game. I told him he can’t
because what I’m holding is a kindle.
Then he asked what a kindle was, and
I explained to him. Then he also asked
what book I am reading and I said a
Bible. Sadly he didn’t know what a Bible
was. So we spent over half an hour talking. When I got home that evening and
thought about the whole encounter, I was
inspired to write the following poem.

Do you ever think about being a “Bible” for others to read?
There are some people in the world, who’ll never read a bible
Our actions may be the only Bible some people will ever read
Our lives reflecting the only Bible some people will ever know
We can be the bible in our daily lives
Living by the love and promises of God
Serving and learning to trust God’s promises
To keep moving with God and Jesus on our daily walk
As God was with Joseph in slavery and in prison
Bringing good from the bad situations in Joseph’s life
We too should always trust God in good and bad times
Believing him to bring good out of bad situations in our life
Committing to the Lord to establish our plans in all we do
God brought the descendants of Abraham out of Egypt
They waited for years but God did fulfil his promise
God never leaves nor forsakes us in our difficulties
We must trust him to be with us in our times of distress
For he knows the plans he has for us
Moses challenged, “Why me? Who am I that I should go?
“I will surely be with you,” God said,
God chooses us to do tasks, which we may doubt at times
If God calls us to a task, he will equip us for the job
David faced and defeated a giant
No problem is too big with God by our side
He said “I am Lord, the God of all mankind,
is anything too hard for me?”
No matter what we face we’re not going to face it alone
God is with us, he is in us, and he is for us
Just like the Lord gave wisdom to Solomon
Let’s be people who seek help and wisdom from God,
Knowing that God is the source of wisdom and knowledge
He gives wisdom, from his mouth comes knowledge
and understanding
Three times a day, Daniel got down on his knees and prayed
As God’s servants, we need a disciplined prayer life
No matter what the situation, prayer produces results
We have to pray with our eyes on God, not on the difficulties
Love one another – Jesus commands
Our neighbour is anyone who is in need
We must go as far as we can to help others - unconditionally
Stooping down to the needs of all, like the Good Samaritan
Since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another
Jesus ordered Peter to cast his net,
Even though it was not the best time to catch fish
However, Peter trusted Jesus and obeyed!
We must always be like Peter, obeying and trusting Jesus
Unlike the unforgiving servant, a Christian should
forgive a wrong doer
God forgave us; therefore we must forgive others as well
We have been forgiven by God
We can’t withhold forgiveness from others
God asked the rich fool
“If tonight you die. Who will get what you
accumulated for yourself?”
We should not give priority in our lives to
gathering and accumulating wealth
This life and this world’s goods are both temporary
The important thing is that we must be rich spiritually
to inherit eternal life
“If anyone of you is without sin, cast the first stone.”
Let’s not accuse others unless we first carefully search
our own hearts and minds
To make certain that we are pure in every possible aspect
There is only one Lawgiver and Judge,
the one who is able to save and destroy
But you—who are you to judge your neighbour?
Jesus asked, “Ten men were healed!
Where are the other nine?
Let’s remember to be like the one thankful leper
and give praise and glory to God
For every good thing he gives us and does for us each day
We need to have thankful hearts for all things – big and small
Let’s strive to live so that others will see Christ in us
For them to see God’s word being in us daily
To see the bible lived out in us each moment
We might be the only way that they’ll be exposed
to the Word of God
Therefore it’s important
That our lives reflect the word of God
To be the image of Christ because,
We may be the only glimpse of Christ some will ever see
If people see Jesus being reflected in us
They might seek to know more about Jesus Christ
Tlalane Manciya
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Welcome to 2019
How can we support and help the
children at St Joseph’s Home?

Welcome to our Home!

you can help
• Adopt a bed programme: Monthly or annual contributions

• 28 February - 31 March: Donate to our special Easter
Campaign – five toiletries in a box, or give “toiletry rands” online

That’s Us!

• 1 July - 30 September: Happy Nappy campaign, incorporating Mandela Day: We invite corporates (CSI and CSR
projects), schools, parishes and individuals to give back & be part of
our Happy Nappy Campaign

That’s Us!
From: Humble beginnings
To: Best Practce






odel

Founded-1935 by
Pallotne e Order
175 beds
6 wards
130 staf +
Intermediate care for
children (0-18 yr.) from
under-resourced
communites

Sister Annemarie Niehsen SAC
delivered the eulogy at the Requiem
Mass for Sister Simone SAC.
“With sadness and gratitude, I want to share that
Sister Simone Gorgen was called home to God, her
Creator and Redeemer, at 16.00 on December21,
2018 at the age of 77.
She was born in Mayen, Germany on May 09, 1941,
the youngest of five children of Peter Gorgen and
Anna Gorgen, Schomich. She grew up in a very sheltered home and spent a beautiful and light-hearted
childhood with her siblings, three brothers and one
sister.
In 1963, after Sr Simone completed her training
as a professional nurse she immediately entered
the Pallottine Missionary Sisters in Limburg and der
Lahn. She made her first profession on August, 15,
1966 and her final profession on March, 25, 1973.
On April 28, 1970 Sister Simone was sent to
South Africa and worked at St Joseph’s Home for
Chronically Ill Children. She also trained in midwifery and paediatric nursing and in 1984 completed
her Diploma in Nursing Administration.
In 2007, Sr Simone was transferred to a mission
station in Tanzania and spent a few happy years with
our sisters there and in England. She returned to
South Africa on August, 21, 2010 and became a loving
member of our community at the St Vincent Pallotti
Convent, Pinelands, Cape Town. After enduring
severe back ache and hypertension she was diagnosed with Myeloma. She received treatment for
several years and enjoyed time while in remission,
until she became seriously ill and was confined to
bed in December 2017.
The support-pillars of her life have been her joy,
faith, her family, her community and many friends.
The death of a person like Simone is an opportunity to express thanks for a life of generosity and
dedication to God and His people.
ARCHDIOCESAN NEWS
January-March 2019

Invitation: Become one of our regular
supporters for this year:

HOW

Have you seen this
rooftop
just the
before
Seen this roof top just
before
the airport offAirport off-ramp (N2)?
ramp on the N2?

child-friendly spaces to heal

2019 will be a busy year for St Joseph’s, and donors and supporters
will be presented with many opportunities to be part of giving back
to the children at SJH!

• Food parcel support: May 2019 and November 2019
• Toiletries support: Throughout the year

• Support our 2019 Stellenberg Open Days event in aid of raising
funds for the shortfall of three beds: November 2019. Dates to be
announced.
• Become part of our volunteer programme: Ongoing.

Other

interesting options:

• Consider us in your Will or add us to your current Will
• Living Bequest: Consider us as your Charity of Choice at the end of
your financial tax year – we are both NGO and PBO registered
• BBBEE scorecard: We are registered and can assist you gaining your
points.
Please visit our website www.stjosephshome.org.
za for more news and appeals, or phone Alrika
Hefers at 021 934 0352. Or e-mail her at alrika@stjosephshome.org.za.

Be

part of

St Joseph’s!

Congratulations to the Rehabilitation Care Workers (RCW’s) team
at St Joseph’s for being awarded Employees of the Year 2018. Each
month, St Joseph’s staff nominate an employee of the month. At
the end of the year, staff vote for the Employee of the Year. Thea
Patterson (Director) hands over the 2018 award to (from left): Funeka
Dyan, Vuyokazi Dyan and Kholiswa Sixonxo.

From Thea Patterson,
director of SJH:

We are pilgrims, wayfarers, looking ahead. Sr Simone’s
life offers insight into the nature of God, Creator of all,
Father of love and mercy.
Our Sister and friend has passed from our midst into
the presence and care of a loving Father, into the realms
of the Angels and Saints.
Where she has gone, we hope to follow.”

“Sr Simone was a much loved and
respected matron of St Joseph’s
Home for 27 years before she
retired in 2007. In 1989, Sr Simone
pioneered and established a nursing
training course for nursing auxiliaries that became a fully accredited course and uplifted the lives of
many aspirant young people.
She was a beloved sister and
matron. The children and staff at

St Joseph’s Home adored her. Her
gentle nature, dedication, commitment and radiant joy served as an
inspiration for all who worked with
her or encountered her.
She worked tirelessly and selflessly radiating love, faith, joy and
care. Her generosity and energy
was boundless. For us, the staff
at St Joseph’s Home, she was the
epitome of a religious sister. Her
caring legacy lives on here at St
Joseph’s Home.”

For information about St Joseph’s Home you can phone +27 21 934 0352, email resourcedevelopment@stjosephshome.org.za,
visit our website www.stjosephshome.org.za or our Facebook page FaceBook.com/stjosephshome
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