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Archbishop Stephen Brislin, together with the concelebrants at the 
Festival of Nations Mass in Athlone. More pics on page 3.

Over 700 celebrate Festival of Nations Mass
The Festival of Nations Mass is fast 
becoming a tradition in Cape Town. 
This year for the first time it was 
not celebrated on church premises, 
but at the Athlone Civic Centre Hall 
on 5 May 2019, so that the venue 
could host the 700 participants who 
attended from the various parishes 
of the Archdiocese. The principal 
celebrant was Archbishop Stephen 
Brislin and the concelebrants were 
vicar general Fr Peter-John and the  
various chaplains.

There are 11 chaplaincies in Cape 
Town: Nigerian, Zimbabwean, South 
Korean, Malawian, Polish, Italian, 
Francophone (DRC Congo, Congo 
Brazzaville, Cameroon, Burundi and 
France), Portuguese, German, Indian 
and Zambian.

The message from our Archbishop 
this year was about the importance 
for migrants and refugees to continue 
with the process of integration into 
their own local parishes, as well as for 
us to continue ref lecting on an arch-
diocesan level about the next steps 

to take in order to welcome, promote 
and integrate refugees in a concrete 
Pastoral Plan in the Archdiocese of 
Cape Town.

Fr Gerardo Garcia, the co-ordina-
tor of chaplains in the Archdiocese, 
reminded us that Pope Francis’ wish 
for Africa is that the “Church will be 
the seed of unity among peoples”, and 
with celebrations like the Festival of 
Nations, it really becomes a sign of 
hope for our local Church and society. 
Fr Gerardo also urged migrants and 
refugees already settled in Cape Town 
to be welcoming towards the newly 
arriving, especially those escaping 
natural disasters such as the cyclones 
which recently affected Mozambique, 
Zimbabwe and Malawi.

This year at our Festival of Nations 
Mass we had the presence of the 
Apostleship of the Sea for the first 
time, with Filipino and Indonesian 
seafarers participating actively in the 
liturgy.

During the Mass, Archbishop 
Brislin blessed a special stole made 

by a Portuguese lady for this special 
occasion. This is related to a special 
initiative of the Museum of Dreams, 
founded by a Catholic NPO in Italy 
who deal with vulnerable youth and 
people who have had traumas or issues 
with drugs and alcohol addiction, 
helping them to find a normal life in 
our society. Now they are collecting 
stoles from all around the world, as a 
link to the events of fraternity, healing 
and communion. The stole, blessed at 
the Festival of Nations, will represent 
South Africa, as a sign of a multi 
ethnic Church and society, commit-
ted to welcome, protect and integrate 
not only migrants and refugees, but 
all those who are vulnerable and live 
far from their countries and their 
families.

After the celebration of the 
Eucharist in different languages, we 
had an opportunity to socialise and 
to share traditional foods. This was 
welcomed with excitement by all the 
participants, while the Malawian 
community entertained us with beau-

On 3 February 2019 Cape 
Town Interfaith Initiative 
(CTII) and Faith Hope 

Love Communities (FHLC) hosted 
“Prayers for the City” in Elsie’s River. 
This event was chosen as the winner 
of the 2019 King Abdullah II World 
Interfaith Harmony Week Prize out 
of more than 1400 registered entries 
throughout the world.

World Interfaith Harmony Week 
is an annual event from 1-7 February. 
It was proclaimed by the General 
Assembly of the United Nations in 
resolution A/RES/65/5, and adopted 
on 20 October 2010. The idea of the 
event is to promote harmony between 
people regardless of their faith, tradi-
tion, religious affiliation or no particu-
lar affiliation at all.  

In the resolution, the General 
Assembly points out that mutual under-
standing and interreligious dialogue 
constitute important dimensions of a 
culture of peace and establishes World 
Interfaith Harmony Week as a way to 
promote harmony between all people 
regardless of their faith. King HM 
Abdullah II of Jordan offers a prize for 
the organization that arranges the best 
interfaith event promoting Peace and 
Harmony in the world in line with the 
theme. Judges are representatives from 
various faiths and spiritual traditions.  

The theme for 2019 WIHW was 
“Sustainable Development through 
Interfaith Harmony.”

This is not only a win for the two 
organizations (FHLC and CTII), not 
only a win for Cape Town, not only a 
win for South Africa, not only a win 
for the whole continent of Africa, but 
a win for us all, everyone who is doing 
something, no matter how big or small 
you might think your effort is to make 
a difference in society, this is also your 
win. This win is a celebration of the 
work we do so faithfully every day.

The starting point for the ‘Prayers 
for the City’ event was Siddique 
Mosque in Elsie’s River with the call 
to prayer. Representatives from various 

faith communities walked from the 
mosque to an open vacant piece of land 
about 250 metres away. The walk by 
the faith representatives was symbolic 
as to what is possible in a community 
that generally have to look over their 
shoulders to see who else is sharing 
the road with them. There was a slight 
drizzle, but about 50 participants of all 
ages walked in a prayerful silence. 

The open field or vacant piece of 
land is a space recently taken back 
by the community of Elsie’s River as 
a space where community events or 
gatherings could be held in the future. 
The open space was previously used 
by criminal elements to rob and abuse 
people. On the field, prayers were 
offered by the various representatives, 
according to their own tradition – 
Baha’i, Buddhists, Christians, Hare 
Krishna, Muslims and Unitarians 
were all present to offer expressions 
of Love for Neighbour. The Muslim 
community generously shared refresh-
ments offered by Siddique Mosque. Mr 
Danny Brown, a well known activist 
in Elsie’s River spoke of the Hope and 
Light this Interfaith event has brought 
to the community of Elsie’s River and 
he said that he hopes this event is the 
first of many.     

Berry Behr (Chairperson of CTII) 
and James Ellman (Founder and 
Director of FHLC) had the honour of 
accepting the prize from King Abdullah 
II in Jordan on 17 April 2019. Winning 
the award as the number one Interfaith 
Peace event in the world is an indication 
to us that we can and should continue 
to lead by example to encourage Peace 
and Harmony amongst our sisters and 
brothers, no matter which community 
we find ourselves in.

On behalf of Faith Hope Love 
Communities and Cape Town 
Interfaith Initiative I would like to 
thank everyone who played a role in 
making the event possible. Together 
everyone achieves more.

James Ellman
Faith Hope Love Communities

RIGHT: King Abdullah II of Jordan honours James 
Ellman with the 2019 King Abdullah II World Interfaith 
Harmony Week Prize. Ellman, a parishioner of St 
Clare’s, Elsie’s River (and a former member of staff 
at the Chancery) is the founder and director of Faith 
Hope Love Communities in Elsie’s River. He accompa-
nied Berry Behr (below right), the chairperson of the 
Cape Town Interfaith Initiative, to Jordan where both 
organisations received first prize.

ABOVE: Winners of the 2019 King Abdullah II World Interfaith Harmony Week Prize are photographed 
with King Abdullah II of Jordan and a number of Muslim and Christian religious leaders following the prize 
ceremony (Photos courtesy of the Royal Court of Jordan)

Local Catholic wins world interfaith award

ABOVE: Representatives from various faith com-
munities walking prayerfully through the streets 
of Elsie’s River during the ‘Prayers for the City’ 
event, organised jointly by the Cape Town Interfaith 
Initiative and Faith Hope Love Communites.

tiful music as we were eating.
Thank you to the Archdiocese of 

Cape Town for supporting this event 
and to incentivise us to continue cel-
ebrating Unity in Diversity with a 
joyful spirit, passing on tolerance, 

Christian love and evangelical inclu-
sion towards migrants, refugees and 
seafarers.

Fr Gerardo Garcia, cs
Archdiocesan Chaplain 
Co-ordinator
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From 
the 

HEART
It really felt good to be South 
African on Wednesday the 8th 
May 2019. There is always a lot of 
hype before elections, contradic-
tory surveys on who is going to 
win by what percentage, and – to 
be frank – a lot of bravado from 
politicians of every ilk. Many peo-
ple felt disinclined to vote and, 
sadly, the turnout was disappoint-
ingly low in comparison to other 
years, although still good in com-
parison to some countries. Others 
remained undecided as to who 
to vote for until the last minute, 
when they faced the long list of 
contesting parties on the national 
ballot paper.

For me, it was a wonderful and 
positive occasion and I was remind-
ed of our first democratic elec-
tions in 1994. Things were so tense 
then, and there were many fears 
of violence and disruption, but in 
the end they were successful and 
peaceful elections as has happened 
ever since. This year there were 
also fears of violence. There were 
incidents which were unfortunate, 
as well as some other irregulari-
ties. While we would prefer the 
process to go perfectly, such a 
massive operation will always have 
a few problems.

I was privileged, with other 
religious leaders, to work as an 
observer of the elections. Starting 
at 6am in the IEC control centre, 
we were divided into groups of 
four, and given particular areas to 
visit with the request to visit espe-
cially polling stations in “hotspot” 
places. Our group was given the 
Hout Bay area. All the observers 
initially went to the Siqalo election 
tent – we deliberately met there 
as a group because there had been 
some tensions during the week. 

But all was going smoothly – albeit 
slowly due to the rain and cold. 
We then broke off into our sepa-
rate areas and we visited Imizamo 
Yethu. Hout Bay, Noordhoek, 
Masiphumelele, Ocean View, 
Pollsmoor.... While there had been 
a couple of “hiccups” I was struck 
by the patience, tolerance and 
good humour of most people. We 
chatted with those in queues, elec-
tion officers, the police, agents of 
the political parties, and we were 
quickly impressed as to how well 
things were going. In one station 
a couple of observers of political 
parties expressed concern over 
treatment of the elderly, at anoth-
er an IEC official narrated how she 
had earlier been assaulted by an 
irate voter. But all these matters 
were resolved with patience.

I had the chance to vote just 
after lunch time, and it was a good 
feeling to do so. Despite all the 
negativity that floats around, the 
very real worries and anxieties we 
have for our country, nonetheless 
we have so much to be grateful to 
God  for. He has truly blessed our 
nation and our country. We face 
an uphill battle – especially eco-
nomically and in our fight against 
crime and violence. We remain 
divided in many respects. But we 
unshakeably believe that God is 
with us and that we will continue 
to be guided through all these dif-
ficulties. We need only to humble 
ourselves and commit ourselves 
to living according to His law. That 
is the greatest challenge we have 
as a people – to live ethically and 
morally.

+Stephen Brislin
Archbishop of Cape Town

Greetings from the Youth Office!
Our Youth have had a busy year so far 
and we’ve had a great time engaging 
with youth and leaders through parish 
and Archdiocese activities. Below are 
some of which we’ve been up to and 
have coming up soon.

NET MINISTRY IN CAPE TOWN
Everything we do in our Catholic 
faith, our liturgies, art, feast days, 
and prayers are because of our love 
of God. Our faith has been founded 
on Jesus Christ’s teachings. This is 
why we have our traditions. It seems 
though that often we can get caught 
up in the practices and we can forget 
the real reason why we do it. It 
becomes a ritual out of habit. Almost 
as if we have our religion for the 
sake of tradition. This isn’t the truth 
though. We do all of these things 
because of love. Without the belief 
and love of Jesus our traditions really 
don’t make sense. But it is because of 
His truth that we have our Catholic 
Church with all of its beauty. 

With this in mind it’s no wonder that 
young people are leaving the Church; 
if they do not know Jesus why receive 
the sacraments? If they do not know 
Jesus why go to church on Sundays, 
let alone pray? So many young people 
only go to church because their par-
ents make them. Or it’s just a habit, 
simply “what you do”.  Seeing this 
gap a few key people brought NET 
to South Africa, and recognizing this 
sad reality ourselves it is why each 
of us on team decided to volunteer 
our time to be missionaries with NET 
Ministries here in Cape Town. 

Each of us on the NET Team has 
Encountered Jesus in very real and 
personal ways which is why we love 
and practice the Catholic faith. It is 
why we are here now. NET Ministries 
mission statement is “Encouraging 
young people to love Jesus and 
embrace the Church”. We are pas-
sionate about this mission and pas-
sionate about sharing the ways Jesus 
has touched our lives.

Coming into Cape Town we didn’t 
know how we would be received. 
Nothing like the retreats we run had 
been done here before. Would we be 
accepted? Would the youth be open? 
Trusting that God wanted us here 
we came prepared to see little of the 
fruits of our ministry. We thought 
we’d just be laying the ground work 
in hope of future NET teams coming 
in after us. This hasn’t been the case 
though! We have been blown away 
by the positive responses from the 
youth. Everywhere we have gone we 
have been welcomed and embraced. 
Never have we seen such consist-
ent receptivity from the youth we 
minister too. No matter which school 
or parish we visit in the city they are 
thirsting for truth. Young people are 
encountering Jesus, they are encoun-
tering love. In just six hour retreats 
lives are being changed because they 
are hearing the message that they 
were created for. 

After our reflection time on one of 
our retreats a grade 7 student gave 
us the paper she wrote her prayer 
on: “Dear Jesus, thank you for making 
these people that spread your word 
to me and told me what you are. You 
know, Jesus, I go to church every 
Sunday but I never take note and I 
think there’s a reason you made these 
people come into my life, I thank you 
for that. Amen.”

Thank-you, Cape Town, for bringing 
us here to do what we love and share 
who we love. It has been an incredible 
experience so far. When we leave a 
part of our hearts will stay in Africa.

NET MINISTRIES TEAM: Michael Barclay (USA), Haley Bekolay 
(Canada), AJ Blodgett (USA), Steph Santos (Australia), Monica 
Goemans (South Africa), Darcy Rogers (Australia)

EMPOWER YOUTH LEADERS’ CONFERENCE 2019
This year we held a full weekend conference 29-31 March at Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help in Durbanville. The ‘Relentless Father’ event was aimed at 
equipping youth leaders both spiritually and practically in their ministry 
through talks and workshop sessions and the NET Team led a few interactive 
activities as well as praise and worship. The highlight for most participants 
however, was the Q&A session with Archbishop Stephen Brislin whereby he 
answered a few fun and tough questions from the leaders.

LEADERSHIP TRAINING
This year we are hosting workshops specifically designed for new youth lead-
ers and anyone interested in enhancing particular skills. We encourage each 
parish to send those that would benefit from this to attend, the topics for the 
rest of the year include:
Saturday 20 July – Event Planning and Retreats
Saturday 2 November – Spirituality and Self-Care for you and your team
09:00- 12:00 at the Chancery, 12 Bouquet Street, Cape Town
RSVP at youthchaplaincy@gmail.com at least one week before the training.

YOUTH DAY CELEBRATION 2019
We want to see every youth in Cape Town all together in one 
place as we celebrate this iconic day with Holy Mass and a 
celebration afterwards, led by our NET team. In order to work 
out our catering, we need each youth leader to let us know how 
many youth their parish will be bringing.

TAIZE
In Cape Town, the preparation for 
the  25-29 September Pilgrimage 
of trust has entered into a more 
concrete phase for the parishes 
which will welcome participants from 
outside the city. Local preparation 
teams are being put in place in around 
80 communities throughout the vast 
agglomeration.

Preparation is also progressing in 
the rest of the country, elsewhere 
in Africa and beyond, with groups 
already announcing their attendance 
from Madagascar, Kenya, Tanzania, 
Ivory Coast, Uganda, Zambia, Ghana, 
Egypt and the neighbouring countries 
of South Africa.

8,000 young adult participants are 
expected. The morning programme 
will involve visiting “people of 
hope” in all the hosting neighbour-

hoods. Between noon and evening 
all participants will gather at Saint 
Joseph’s Marist College for midday 
and evening prayers and meals. Every 
afternoon, a diversity of testimonies 
and workshops will be proposed 
with a cultural stage, reflection, and 
exchanges on the different challenges 
of today’s world.

Practical information as well as 
background reflection is available at: 
http://www.taize.fr/en_article23846.
html

Youth from Cape Town are invited 
to register in their parishes and join 
the preparation team in their parish.

Those from outside the hosting 
perimeter can register online at: 
http://www.taize.fr/en_article25024.
html
Facebook: @TaizeCapeTown2019
e-mail: capetown@taize.fr
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FESTIVAL OF NATIONS MASS: pics continued from article on page 1. FROM LEFT: the congregation who filled the Athlone Civic Centre; Archbishop Brislin and the concel-
ebrants celebrating Mass; Archbishop with members of the Indian community; Archbishop with the Apostleship of the Sea chaplaincy.

The shattering collapse and closure of 
Catholic Welfare and Development 
(CWD) late last year may have came as 
a shock to some, but it wasn’t much of 
a surprise to those of us more familiar 
with CWD’s recent history. 

My misgivings began back in 
November 2017. As financial adminis-
trator of the archdiocese of Cape Town 
I was concerned that CWD had just 
defaulted on the repayment of a sub-
stantial short-term loan of R600,000 
to the archdiocese. All the evidence 
presented by CWD’s management had 
given us every reason to think that they 
would not have difficulty repaying the 
loan on time and in full. But the evi-
dence was wrong, and the subsequent 
assurances and excuses, while plausible 
at first, began to wear thin, especially 
so once Archbishop Brislin, CWD’s 
patron, began receiving reports that 
the organisation was struggling to pay 
its staff and its suppliers. The arch-
bishop on several occasions relayed 
these reports and his unease to CWD’s 
senior management. They continued 
to assure him that CWD remained 
financially sound. 

By the time I attended a meeting 
called by the archbishop in February 
2018 with CWD’s chair and vice-
chair, my misgivings had given way to 
alarm. At the meeting was Donovan 
Muller, the chair of the archdiocesan 
finance council, and together with the 
archbishop we laid bare our concerns 
about CWD’s financial woes. The 
news appeared to surprise and shock 
the CWD representatives, who prom-
ised to investigate and report back to 
the archbishop. They never did. 

In the meantime more complaints 
reached the archbishop, who wrote 
several letters to the CWD board, 
alerting them to what appeared to us 
to be a deepening financial crisis. The 
archbishop was politely ignored and 
fobbed off with assurances, until he 
insisted on a joint meeting between the 
entire board of CWD and the archdi-
ocesan finance council. Only then, at 
that meeting in May, did the board 
take action by agreeing to the appoint-
ment of an auditor who would compile 
a report on CWD’s finances for the 
board and archdiocese. By then, the 
board chairperson, Felicity Harrison, 
had resigned and handed over to the 
vice-chair. Instead of getting on with 
the task, the board haggled with the 
archbishop for the next two weeks 
about the auditor’s terms of reference. 

Eventually the auditor started in June, 
but received such poor co-operation 
from CWD’s management that his 
report was delayed and he was not able 
to complete it properly by the deadline 
of the end of June. 

Observers may question why the 
archbishop at that stage didn’t directly 
intervene at CWD. The answer is he 
couldn’t. He was not legally able to 
direct CWD’s affairs, institute disci-
plinary steps against employees or fire 
board members. From its earliest days 
in the 1970s CWD had been a separate 
NGO, with its own constitution and 
board of management. It was not a 
department of the archdiocese, and 
had at times aggressively guarded its 
autonomy. Apart from encouragement, 
pressure and warnings, the most the 
archbishop could do was withdraw his 
support and patronage. 

After reviewing the auditor’s par-
tially completed report in early July 
2018, the board persuaded him to try 
and complete it. But again he met with 
opposition from management. By then 
I had, with the board’s permission, 
online access to CWD’s twenty-seven 
bank accounts. The symptoms of the 
crisis were painfully apparent: there 
was very little money in the accounts, 
PAYE had not been paid for almost 
a year, and more worrying than any-
thing, CWD’s huge salary bill of over 
R600,000 per month had been paid 
intermittently from ringfenced donor 
funds not meant for salaries. 

Finally in August and September 
2018, under the new chairperson, 
Arthur Johannes, the board took 

decisive action. CWD’s then direc-
tor, Kevin Roussel, chose to leave 
in October 2018, along with three 
other senior managers. Three board 
members also resigned, which brought 
the number of members below the 
minimum required by CWD’s con-
stitution. This event finally allowed 
the archbishop to intervene in terms of 
the constitution and appoint interim, 
replacement board members. Thus I 
was appointed to the board of CWD 
a year after I had had those first 
misgivings. 

The new board wasted no time and 
appointed a qualified and experienced 
interim director, Walter Tarr. Together 
we got to work urgently understanding 
the extent of the crisis and the appro-
priate remedial action. Walter and his 
small team faced an uphill battle given 
the utterly chaotic state of the accounts 
and records. But even after only a few 
weeks it was glaringly apparent that 
the only action possible in the face of 

Sale of CWD HQ comes as a shock to some

insurmountable debts - of at least R17 
million - was to retrench staff and 
cease operations. 

Once informed by the board of their 
decision in late October 2018, the 
archbishop immediately alerted the 
clergy and religious of the archdiocese. 
He followed up in early November with 
a detailed briefing in person to priests 
and representatives of all parishes, and 
in December he wrote a general letter 
to all Catholics in the archdiocese. 
Subsequent letters and general brief-
ings by the archbishop have continued 
into 2019. 

The archdiocese supplied all the 
funds that were needed by CWD to 
retrench its staff. The archbishop was 
concerned that they be properly helped 
through this very painful period. 
Despite facing the personal hardship 
of retrenchment, the staff decided to 
volunteer their services for one last, 
properly fundraised and managed 
Buckets of Love Christmas campaign. 

An ‘ON AUCTION’ sign goes up at 37a Somerset Road, the former headquarters of Catholic Welfare and 
Development. The property is being sold to recoup the huge debt left by the organisation.

Altogether this “last hurrah” raised 
enough money to fill 4604 buckets 
with food for destitute people. Not one 
cent raised was spent on anything else. 

Although still an autonomous NGO, 
with the new board appointed by the 
archbishop CWD is effectively under 
the administration of the archdiocese. 
CWD has no employees, but just 
a handful of temporary contractors 
who, under the supervision of board, 
are dealing with creditors, properties 
and their occupants, leases, funders, 
finances and all CWD’s legal matters. 
Continued from page 3
Two very important parts of this work 
are (a) helping those former CWD pro-
grammes that are viable to independence, 
and (b) safeguarding donor funds. 

The archdiocese could have left 
CWD’s old board and management 
to sort out the problem for themselves. 
This was risky because a large credi-
tor such as a bank could have forced 
the liquidation of CWD and deprive 
CWD of control of its affairs and 
properties. We considered it better 
for the archdiocese to intervene and 
provide the required bridging finance. 
This would also ensure the controlled 
winding down of CWD’s affairs under 
the supervision of the archdiocese. 

The archdiocese is now CWD’s 
largest creditor. CWD’s massive debts 
will be settled by the orderly sale of a 
significant portion of its properties. 
CWD will continue to function in 
name until all its debts have been paid 
and its affairs, including all outstand-
ing legal matters, have been settled. 

What about causes, responsibility 
and accountability? While some of the 
blame can be attributed to dwindling 
donor funding, it’s very apparent to us 
that CWD was mismanaged. Donor 
funds have been misused, and where 
Continued on page 4
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Theology 
Today

Mgr Andrew Borello

we can prove fault, CWD will pursue 
any and all criminal and civil charges 
against those responsible. Dealing 
with CWD’s creditors and bringing 
its financial affairs under control have 
been an absolute priority and very time 
consuming for just a handful of people. 
However, we will in due course turn our 
attention to holding to account those 
responsible for this inexcusable disaster. 

There is some good news in all 
this. Archbishop Brislin has pledged 
to help restart the work. Since the new 
board took over in October all dona-
tions that CWD has received have 
been ringfenced and not used to set-
tle debts. The donations have instead 
been safeguarded for future welfare 
and development work. Any properties 
not sold will similarly be safeguarded 
for such work. 

The CWD that closed in 2018 was 

In the Resurrection experiences of 
Jesus, the links to meals are of 
great significance for they reveal 
a profound relationship to the 
Eucharist. While none of the meals 
is the Eucharist, they certainly point 
towards it and foreshadow it. The 
appearances are:
•  On the first day of the week, the 

day of the Resurrection of Jesus, 
Jesus comes through the locked 
doors into the upper room, 
greets the disciples with Peace, 
shows them his hands and his 
side and asks them for something 
to eat. They give him some grilled 
fish to eat.

•  At Emmaus, the two disciples, 
who have walked from Jerusalem 
with the Risen Jesus, without 
recognising him, have their eyes 
opened at the breaking of bread 
and they know him and he van-
ishes from their sight. At a deeper 
level they recognise that their 
hearts burnt as he explained the 
Scriptures about himself.

• By the Lake of Tiberius, Jesus 
invites the disciples to come and 
have breakfast after the miracu-
lous haul of fish and he is known 
by them in the meal.
The Risen Jesus makes himself 

manifest in the context of these 
meals and provides us with a way 
in order to access the reality of the 
Resurrection. In the Last Supper, 
Jesus gave himself to his disciples 
in bread and wine – this is my 
body, this is my blood, do this in 
remembrance of me. For this to 
become reality, Jesus has actually 
to give himself on the cross, over-
coming our sin and death by his 
own death. In his victory, revealed 
in the Resurrection, Eucharist has 
become all that he intended in the 
Last Supper.

It is in the Eucharist that we 
encounter the Risen and Glorified 

Jesus. While we rely on the witness 
of those who saw and touched 
the Risen Jesus for our faith in the 
Resurrection, it is in the Eucharist 
that we come to a more imme-
diate experience. So by faith we 
are opened into the experience 
of the Eucharist, and encounter 
him. Through the Eucharist, we are 
taken into the Risen Jesus who is 
made present to us for this encoun-
ter. Equally he is at the right hand 
of the Father, living to intercede for 
us, offering his perfect sacrifice for 
all. This means that being taken into 
him, present on the altar, we are 
taken up into the very presence of 
God to minister to him. 

This ministry in the Risen Jesus, is 
one of giving praise, worship, hon-
our, thanksgiving and glory to God, 
joined into his perfect sacrifice of 
love. How do we achieve this? We 
do this by the offering of ourselves 
and our sacrifices, fulfilling all that 
God gives us to do. It is so easy to 
speak words of praise and worship 
to God, but it needs to be the 
reality of a life sacrificed in obedi-
ence to his will and surrendered to 
him. In this, we become Eucharist, 
as a living out of our encounter 
with the Risen and Glorified Jesus. 
Once again, it so easy for us to go 
through the external motions of the 
Eucharist, without actually becom-
ing Eucharist, because this requires 
the encounter with the Risen Jesus 
and our entering into his perfect 
sacrifice with our own sacrifices,

While many may consider what 
they get out of the Eucharist, it is 
a question of what we put into it, 
becoming Eucharist ourselves. Only 
then is there the true outcome of 
the celebration. This speaks of the 
necessary reversal of our lives – 
from self and self-interest to God 
and all that God desires on our lives 
– truly a laying down of our lives.

not the CWD that I served as a volun-
teer in the 1980s: it was a shadow of its 
former self. That former self lives on 
and thrives in the organisations that 
were spun off from CWD: organisa-
tions like the Caring Network, the 
Abbeyfield Society of South Africa, 
Rural Development and Support, 
the Savings and Credit Cooperative 
League of South Africa, Help the 
Rural Child, Neighbourhood Old 
Age Homes, Prison Care and Support 
Network, and Abalimi Bezekhaya. 

We will learn from the pain, chaos 
and incompetence and restart with 
something better. 

Graham Wilson 
10 April 2019

Street address The Grimley, 14 Tuin Plein (off Hope Street) Cape Town

Books, repository, vestments, gifts, and much more.
Mail orders accepted.

P O Box 379
Cape Town
8000
Tel 021 465 5904
Fax 021 461 0785
www.catholicbookshop.co.za
custserv.cbs@mweb.co.za

NURTURING GIVING HEARTS: ABOVE LEFT: Learners from of St Joseph’s Marist College, 
Rondebosch collected toiletries for Woodside Sanctuary during Lent. The Senior School pupils visit fre-
quently to interact with the children of Woodside; RIGHT: The Junior School collected over 3000 Easter 
eggs for the Lions Club of Athlone.

The CAPE METROPOLITAN CATECHETICAL MEETING was held from 3-16 May 2019, at 
Maryland in Hanover Park. The purpose of this meeting is to form networks of communication between 
dioceses and the National Office. This meeting was attended by Diocesan Co-ordinators from four dio-
ceses: Cape Town, Port Elizbeth, Oudtshoorn and Keimoes/Upington

KOLPING CRAFTERS ABOVE who have qualified as trainers (Judith, Avril, Mabel, Venetia, Iris, Lorna, 
Jennifer, Julia, Nosipho, Catherine and Nozipho). BELOW are pictures of the crafts they have produced.
Any parish who would like to establish a Craft Group, can contact the Kolping National Office on 021 975 
9722 or send an email to membership@kolpingsa.co.za. Should anyone be able to donate any new or used 
material or equipment to Kolping’s crafting projects, please contact Thandi on 021 975 9722.

A new KOLPING SA BOARD OF DIRECTORS was elected at their AGM on Saturday 6 April 
2019. 46 members attended the AGM representing six dioceses (Johannesburg, Oudtshoorn, Cape 
Town, Port Elizabeth, Kimberley and Keimoes-Upington)
Top Row (from L-R) Mr Simphiwe Ralane (Johannesburg), Fr Eddie Alkaster (Oudtshoorn), Ms Thelma 
Jacobs (Kimberley); Bottom Row (from L-R) Mr Derrick Grootboom (Cape Town), Ms Tarin Petersen 
(Cape Town), Fr Kizito Gugah (Cape Town), Ms Judith Turner, Sr Clementina Mokone (Kimberley), Mr 
Zukile Tom (Cape Town).

Abortion Warning 
‘The Pill’ can abort, undetected, soon after con-
ception. A medical fact. See www.humanlife.org/

abortion_does_the_pill.php

Continued from page 3
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ARCHBISHOP RECEIVES ITALIAN CONSULAR VISIT
Archbishop Stephen Brislin poses for a photograph with Italian 
Consular Agent Mr Antonio Rapisardis (left) and the Italian Consul Mr 
Emanuele Pollio (right) in his office at the Chancery. 

Today I went to St Marys Church 
in Nyanga for the Celebration of the 
Good Friday Liturgy. This is always 
such a moving celebration I did not 
want to miss it. Not being in a parish I 
wanted to have that experience again.

In Nyanga I used to meet Mama 
Gama, Ntate Mapiloko, Mme Perry 
Matsepe, the Dominican Sisters and 
the great Fr Gerry Lorriman SJ. Now 
they have joined ‘…the souls of the 
just who are in the hands of the Lord.’ 
(Wisdom 3).

Today I received a warm welcome 
from the young Fr Rampe Hlobo 
SJ. I immediately felt at home in the 
African liturgy. Meeting large crowds 
in the church grounds I recognised 
some of them from the 1970’s, others 
were the children of the 1970’s. It was 
gladdening to see so many youth, as 
well as others from different churches. 
This was an African occasion.

There was a short break after the 
lengthy celebration of the unmiss-
able ‘Seven last Words’ or sayings of 
Jesus on the cross. They had earned 
their snacks and drinks. “I thirst”; 
“Woman, this is your son. Son this is 
your mother.”;  “This day, you will be 
with me in paradise.”

Every African congregation worth 
it’s salt, no matter how small simply 
has to have that celebration on Good 
Friday. They just love it. Even those 
who never go to church, ‘the paschal 
lambs’, go today for this ‘cannot miss.’ 
Even those who still don’t go will 

move out on the streets to meet the 
worshippers coming home and ask 
them, ‘how was the preaching today?’ 
I could feel that people’s spirit had 
been touched as they excitedly shared 
their insights on their  favourite Word 
with each other.

Karl Rahner, Timothy Radcliffe and 
many others theologians have written 
books on the ‘Seven last Words.’ I 
wonder if they ever envisaged that 
they would be celebrated on this day 
in such a lively sacred pageant.

The solemn celebration of the ‘Seven 
last Words’ is an ancient Catholic tra-
dition. On Good Friday in the cathe-
drals of Europe the Bishop would 
gather with his clergy and congrega-
tion. He would preach on the First 
Word which was then celebrated with 
a Sacred Cantata with soli, chorus and 
orchestra. It seems this celebration was 
continued in other local churches.

What a pity that most Catholics 
today are probably unaware of this 
splendid tradition. Thank God our 
Protestant neighbours keep it alive 
and kicking.

Some of the women and men who 
were dressed in the colours of their 
Sodalities added to the grandure and 
spectacle of the occasion. The Sacred 
Heart women wore blue cloaks, white 
blouses and red ribbons – the men 
wore blue and red waistcoats  with 
black jackets. The Women of St 
Anne/Mothers wore purple cloaks and 
blouses with black skirts. The men’s 

Sodality is called the ‘Amadodana’ 
meaning young men, but all men may 
join. They wear purple waistcoats with 
five buttons denoting the five sacred 
wounds of Christ, with black ties with 
the name Catholic sown on it.

One of the young men told that 
they had gathered at the church at 
12.00 noon to pray the Stations of 
the Cross. This was followed by the 
preaching on the ‘Seven last Words’ 
at 1.00. This ended at about 3.15 with 
the short tea break.

Now we return at 3.30 for the 
‘Celebration of the Lord’s Passion.’ 
The servers consult their detailed pro-
grammes. Again the church is packed 
to the rafters.

We enter in silence and prostrate 
in front of the altar. The solemn 
proclamation of the gospel is followed 
by the priest’s homily, the prayers, 
the veneration of the Cross and Holy 
Communion. 

The Sodality members together 
with other men and women and the 
youth took leadership roles during the 
service, as well as the priest.

The Scriptures, hymns and prayers 
were in seSotho, isiXhosa and 
English.

I did not see anyone leaving early – 
no one was yawning – no babies cried. 
It seemed everyone was there because 
they were at home there.

What harmony – what dignity – 
what worship. It filled my soul.

Fr Dick O’Riordan

Reflections of Good Friday at Nyanga

The 2019 wiro-bound edition of the 
CAPE TOWN ARCHDIOCESAN DIRECTORY 

is now on sale for R140!
Contact information for Chancery Administration, Chaplaincies, 
Welfare Programmes, Priests, Deacons’ and Religious. Sunday 

Mass Times, detailed Parish Directory, and more!

Place your order with The Catholic Bookshop 
on 021 465 5904 or visit The Grimley, 14 Tuin 

Plein (off Hope Street), Cape Town
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CPLO Roundtables

The Challenges of Fatherhood in South Africa, 21 February 2019
L-R:  Mr Patric Solomons; Adv. Mike Pothier (Programme Manager, CPLO); Mr Thulani 
Velebayi; and Ms Cheryllyn Dudley

Birth Certificates and Access to Education: Challenges for children 
born to undocumented parents, 27 February 2019. 
L-R: Fr Peter-John Pearson (Director, CPLO); Ms Sindi Moyo; Ms Giulia Treves; and Fr 
Filippo Ferraro (Executive Director, SIHMA)

Manufacturing Illegality? The Impact of Curtailing Asylum Seekers’ 
Right to Work in South Africa, 5 March 2019
L-R: Fr Filippo Ferraro (Executive Director, SIHMA); Mr Hanns Bühler (Regional 
Representative for Southern Africa, HSF); Fr Peter-John Pearson (Director, CPLO); Mr 
Sergio Carciotto (Associate Director); Mr Corey Johnson; and Dr Vanya Gastrow

The role of GMOs in Food Security: An African Context, 12 March 2019
L-R: Top: Dr Bongani Maseko; Dr Stephen Greenberg; Lovedonia Mkansi (Project 
Co-ordinator, CPLO). Bottom: Felicity Harrison (Moderator), Dr Tlou Masehela

Elections 2019 – Who is saying what about corruption?, 19 March 2019
L-R Top: Mr Hanns Bühler (Regional Representative for Southern Africa, HSF, Fr Peter-
John Pearson (Director, CPLO). Prof. Lukas Muntingh. Bottom: Prof. Amanda Gouws, 
Judith February (ISS)

The 2019 General Elections: The Most Crucial Contest Yet? 12 April 
2019. L-R: Archbishop Stephen Brislin, Mr Hanns Bühler (Regional Representative 
for Southern Africa, HSF), Fr Peter-John Pearson (Director, CPLO), Deputy Minister 
Andries Nel, Dr Shingai Mutizwa-Mangiza, Ms Marlene Barnard (Project Officer for 
Cape Town, Hanns Seidel Foundation) & Dr Jakkie Cilliers.

THE WAY OF THE CROSS 
RIGHT: On Good Friday, the par-
ish of St Clare’s, Elsie’s River 
walked the gang infested streets 
of their neighbourhood to pray 
for their community – a commu-
nity in need of healing and change 
– with their Confirmation class 
of 2019 dramatising the Stations 
of the Cross. Led by Fr Job and 
Dcn Joseph, many along the route 
joined in prayer and awareness 
that Christ is our victory through 
the Cross.

Grassy Park parish had their first 
Lenten parish mission, animated by 
the Fransalian (MSFS) priests at Our 
Lady Queen of Peace Church. The 
mission ran from Monday 1 April 
through to Saturday 6 April 2019.

Praise and worship started every 
night at 18.30pm – led by the vari-
ous music ministries of Grassy Park 
parish. Mass began every night at 
7 pm, followed by the talk. The 
opening night was led by Fr Philip 
Mangatt MSFS, the parish priest of 
St Anne’s in Steenberg. His talk was 
on “Awesome God”. Fr Philip has 
been a priest for 41 years and has been 
on African soil since 2009. His love 
for God really shines through… this 
was very evident in his talks.

Our second animator was Fr 
Nikseng Sangma MSFS, the par-
ish priest of St Thomas Church in 
Vredendal. His topic was “How can 

Grassy Park hold parish mission  
to help their Lenten journey

Praise and worship at the Grassy Park parish mission

I thank God”. His eloquent use of 
the Afrikaans language really stunned 
the parish. His entire talk was in 
Afrikaans!, punctuated with humor-
ous anecdotes, and he kept everyone 
highly animated and alive!

On Wednesday Fr Philip spoke on 
Marriage and Family Life. Through the 
Sacrament of Marriage, husband and 
wife come into the real presence of the 
living God. As human beings, we are 
entrusted with this precious Sacrament.  
Like the miracle at Cana, Jesus contin-
ues to change water into wine during 
married life. Every husband and wife 
must persevere in their vocation.

Thursday night Fr Philip spoke on 
“Man’s sin and God’s mercy”. How 
can our great and mighty God forget 
our sin… but that is exactly what God 
does… God forgives and forgets all 
our transgressions when we repent, 
confess and return.

Friday night the Sacrament of 
Confession was open to all, as it was 
Parish Penitential Service night. Fr 
Philip reminded everyone that all 
are sinners. We must bring our past 
hurts and brokenness to the Father, 
like the prodigal son, so that we can 
be healed. Like Lazarus coming out 
of the grave, we are bound by our sins 
and weaknesses. Jesus unbinds us, 
after forgiving our sins.

On Saturday night Fr Nikseng 
invited all to become an instrument 
of God for life in the Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit is God and in order to do God’s 
work, everyone must be guided by the 
Holy Spirit.

The church was packed every night 
of the mission. Once again a big 
thank you to our Fransalian priests 
for helping us on our Lenten journey 
and preparing our hearts for the risen 
Christ at Easter.

About 80 people attended our 2019 
Bible Study at Grassy Park, which 
began on 20 February at 6 pm. Our 
assistant priest, Fr Noble Jose MSFS, 
was our teacher. The first class was 
very daunting. It was an Introduction 
to the Bible, with lots of theory and 
canon laws. Not exactly what everyone 
was expecting! But we hung in there 
and it got easier and more interesting 
as the months went by. 

Our second lesson was the 
Pentateuch (the first five books of 
the Bible) and we wrote our first 
exam on 20 March. 35% of the class 
attained full marks! This inspired us 
to persevere and continue. Our third 
lesson was on the Historical Books of 
the Bible and in our second exam 56% 
of the class attained full marks. 

Now we are very excited and can 
hardly wait for our monthly Bible 
studies. We are growing closer to God 
all the time as we explore the sacred 
scriptures and the readings every week 
at Mass are becoming more and more 
meaningful. The Holy Spirit is really 

The Bible in a Year

Hard at work: Bible study at Our Lady Queen of 
Peace, Grassy Park with Fr Noble Jose MSFS

guiding us, as we get to know our 
Saviour more and more. What a won-
derful way to spend our Lent! We look 
forward to learning more and more 

about our faith. 
A big thank you to Fr Noble for 

not giving up on us – and for being so 
patient with us. We are blessed.
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JUN 5 19.30 Start of Marriage Preparation Training at Parow Valley, six consecutive Wednesdays

5 19.00-21.00 Theology Course at the Chancery

12 19.00-21.00 Theology Course at the Chancery

15 11.00-15.00 Youth Day Mass at OLHC, Lansdowne

22 -23 Engaged Encounter Weekend. Venue to be decided.

22 09.30-12.30 Catechetics: CFP 5 at Lansdowne, Makhaza, Parow, Strand, West Coast and Westridge

22 09.30-12.30 RCIA training 5 at St Ignatius, Claremont

27 19.00 Taize Prayer Event at Resurrection parish, Table View

JUL 6 09.30-12.30 APC meeting at St Anthony’s, Langa

13 09.00-12.30 Catechetics: CFP 6 Lansdowne, Makhaza, Parow, Strand, West Coast and Westridge

13 09.00-12.30 SPRED Enrichment at OLHC, Lansdowne

17 19.00-21.00 Theology Course at the Chancery

19 -21 Marriage Encounter Weekend at Maryland retreat Centre

20 19.00 Taize Prayer Event at OLPH, Durbanville

20 09.30-12.30 Catechetical Trainers’ Retreat. Venue to be announced.

23 19.00 Start of Marriage Preparation Training at Lavistown, six consecutive Tuesdays

24 19.00-21.00 Theology Course at the Chancery

27 09.30-12.30 RCIA training 5 at St Ignatius, Claremont

30 09.00-12.00 Youth Leadership Training II – Event Planning and Retreats at the Chancery

31 19.00-21.00 Theology Course at the Chancery

AUG 3 09.30-12.30 Catechetics Trainers’ Workshop 3 at St Ignatius, Claremont

7 19.00-21.00 Theology Course at the Chancery

10 09.30-12.30 Catechetics: CFP 6 Lansdowne, Makhaza, Parow, Strand, West Coast and Westridge

13 19.00-21.00 Young Adults – Praying with the Saints at Piux X, Plumstead

14 19.00-21.00 Theology Course at the Chancery

17 09.00-12.30 Catechetics: First Confession training 2 

17 -18 Engaged Encounter Weekend.  Venue to be decided.

21 19.00-21.00 Theology Course at the Chancery

24 09.30-12.30 RCIA training 6 at St Ignatius, Claremont

28 19.00-21.00 Theology Course at the Chancery

31 09.00-12.30 Care for Creation Ecclesia Festival

CPD Training Courses Please direct all queries 
about training to CPD 
at 021 462 2417.

DEACONS’ RECOMMITMENT MASS: LEFT: Deacons and their families process to the front of the church to greet Archbishop Brislin during a Recommitment Mass at St 
Martin de Porres, Lavistown on Divine Mercy Sunday, 28 April 2019. In the absence of his wife, Dcn Bradley Davids of Lansdowne is accompanied by Maud Stellenboom (Ministries 
Co-ordinator at the Centre for Pastoral Development), his ‘spiritual sister’ (centre of pic); CENTRE: Dcn Rodney Williams of Paarl with his wife, Moira; RIGHT: Deacons making 
their commitment to Archbishop Stephen Brislin.

The  Edmund Rice Network in Cape Town celebrating Edmund Rice 
Day (Sunday 5 May) in Green Point with the York Community. Blessed 
Edmund Rice is the founder of the Christian Brothers

Archbishop Stephen Brislin with the Apostolic Nuncio to Southern 
Africa, Archbishop Peter Wells (centre), Bishop Josef Millian, Bishop 
of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church (second from left), Mgr Roman 
Walczak, secretary of the Nunciature (far right), and the secretary to 
Bishop Josef (far left)

Fr Ricardo Smuts presents his 
doctoral thesis to Archbishop 
Stephen Brislin. 

St Clare’s Parish Pastoral Council held a Ministries Day as part of their 40th anniversary celebrations. The idea was to create awareness and promote active participation in church ministry. 
Many parishioners were astounded at the effort displayed by the various 
ministries as they entered the hall after Mass, The effect was such that 
some new people came forward to be involved and this was great, but on 
the whole an awesome community building exercise enjoyed by all.
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Easter in Siberia
A short story by Fr Ralph de Hahn

This is a story from the heart of 
Poland. It is a true story from the 
frozen wastes of Siberia; a story of a 
living faith and heroic charity.

There is a great Polish tradition 
on Easter Sunday morning to share a 
blessed egg, a symbol of the new life 
in the Risen Christ. Together with 
the blessed bread, this was normally 
taken to the parish priest for the 
Easter blessing.

However, this Easter was very dif-
ferent for these surviving Polish pris-
oners; for them it was still Easter. 

The Soviets, allied with the Nazis 
for the first two years of World 
War II, had invaded eastern Poland 
and deported almost two million 
people to a slow death in the cold 
Siberian wilderness. A million died 
in these deportations. In a vast 
area where religious objects and 
praying were strictly forbidden, a 
father and his three sons, despite 
the communist persecution, took 
pride and consolation in living their 
Christian faith.

It was Easter Saturday night. At 
home it would have been the vigil 
with the church in darkness, and 
the blazing fire lighting up the hearts 
and hopes of the people: “this is the 
night when Jesus Christ broke the 
chains of death, and rose triumphant 
from the grave” rang out the hymn 
of joyful hope. “All time belongs to 
Him, and all ages.”

But this was not home. It was a 
prison wilderness! Here in the dark, 
frozen forests of the Urals there was 
no church, no wonderfully uplifting 
liturgy, but only memories and little 
hope of survival. But for them it was 
Easter. 

When the father Jakub and his 
three sons Alexsy, Bazyli and 
Dominik came together around the 
tin can stove, the father, holding a 
thin resinous pine branch, acting 
as a candle, read passages from 
his precious little prayer missal 
“on this most holy night…” and 
Easter became alive in this region of 
extreme cold, starvation and misery 
“...and may this light mingle with 
the lights of heaven and continue 
bravely burning to dispel the dark-
ness of this night!”

After the short session of prayer 
and hymns, Jakub produced one 
medium sized hen’s egg. “Dad, where 
did you find such a treasure?” whis-
pered Alexsy.They all stared at this 
little brown egg in awe and wonder. 
The father spoke in a low tone, “I 
managed to exchange a little bit of 
our bread rations for this egg – for 
is it not our Easter?”

It was the first egg they had seen 
since departure from Poland. 

Bazyli was still curious, “But Dad, 
from whom and where in this ter-

rible camp?” The father explained he 
had made friends with a Russian for-
est worker in work camp # 49 and 
felt that the egg was more important 
than bread this Easter time. The egg 
was boiled with the utmost care 
and the water in which it was boiled 
was saved. “We shall preserve the 
shell and later crush it and mingle it 
with this water. And why? Because 
it will provide calcium which is good 
for our bones.” said Jakub, “That is 
what mother would have done!” he 
added. 

Then spoke Dominik, “Indeed, 
how blessed we are; one egg for 
four people!” and he shook his head 
and smiled.

“No, my young Dominik,” replied 
dad, returning his smile “we must 
invite our neighbours too, those 
on our right and the others on our 
left.” The boys gasped in bewilder-
ment “but dad that would add up to 
sixteen people!”

Dad was not disturbed. He invited 
the families to his right and his left, 
who dwelt in huts alongside them, 
in order to celebrate a Polish Easter 
together. They were delighted, but 
not knowing that there was only one 
egg and the little bread they brought 
along with them.

Jakub played the part of mother 
and father. He peeled the boiled egg 
so carefully, not allowing the tiniest 
part of the white to remain on the 
shell. The gathering watched with 
a hungry gaze, not knowing what 
to expect. Did Jesus not multiply 
the bread and fish for five thousand 
people? 

Dad cut the egg with a penknife. 
First in half, then in quarters; then 
he carefully cut each quarter in 
half, then in half again till there 
were sixteen pieces of egg equally 
divided. There was a solemn silence. 
Dad led the ‘Our Father’, said a 
prayer of thanksgiving, asked God’s 
blessing and the courage to live and 
persevere in the light of the resur-
rection.

That for them all was a memora-
ble Easter. It had a meaning never 
experienced before. When the war 
took a favourable turn and Russia 
turned on Nazi Germany, Poland still 
remained the theatre of death and 
destruction. Of the sixteen who joy-
fully united to celebrate that Siberian 
Easter, only five survived to tell this 
amazing story of an undying faith and 
heroic love. For where there is such 
love, there is no fear.

Guest House & 
Conference Facility

KOLPING 

Situated in a tranquil garden setting in the cen-
tre of Durbanville, with pool and braai facilities, we 
offer both tastefully decorated Bed and Breakfast 

rooms and Self-Catering units, as well as a full 
English breakfast and dinner by arrangement. 

Conference facilities, wheelchair facilities, within walking 
distance of shops, restaurants, banks and close proximity to 
Catholic Church, tennis courts, golf course and wine route. 

We would like to be your                            
home away from home

CoNTaCT
Jaco Bindemann, Manager

7 Biccard Street Durbanville 7550

Tel +27 21 970 2900. 

Fax +27 21 976 9839

E-mail: info@kolpingguesthouse.co.za

www.kolpingguesthouse.co.za

St Catherine of Siena parish in 
Kleinvlei celebrated their parish feast 
day on 29 April 2019. In preparation 
the parish had a mini Mission from 30 
April-2 May. 

Each evening Holy Mass was 
celebrated by different priests – Fr 
Emmanuel Eyeowa CMF, Fr 
Nkululeko Qokolo and Fr Anstey Kay 
OFM Cap, on the theme of Christian 
Love. On Sunday Holy Mass was 
celebrated by Fr Peter-John Pearson 
together with our parish priest, Fr 
Emmanuel Okika and Fr Dick O 
Riordan. 

Fr Dick chanted the Gospel most 
beautifully and spiritually, making the 
words of the Gospel fall almost mysti-
cally upon our ears. It was a special 
treat for which we are truly grateful. 

Fr Peter-John, as always, woke us 
up with his fiery, yet re-assuring and 
consoling message of the greatness 
of God’s love and the fearlessness we 
should have in believing it and living 
it. We could all relate to the real life 
examples Fr Peter-John made during 
his homily. 

The choir and liturgical dances 
added beauty to our celebration with 
well practiced singing and dancing. 

Our parish priest thanked everyone 
who was part of making our day 
so beautiful and meaningful and Fr 
Peter-John thanked, in a special way, 
our parish priest for reverently and 
faithfully serving the community of 
St Catherine’s and for unfolding the 
mystery of God to us through his 
service. 

After the Mass we had breakfast 
in the parish centre and later had 
a picnic and loads of fun on the 
church grounds – as the pictures will 
evidence. We are grateful for all God’s 
graces and mercies on our parish.

Judith Turner

St Catherine’s celebrate Feast Day

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
A book recently released by Fr Babychan 
MSFS should shock and unsettle the con-
science of every Christian and government 
department associated with prisons. 

The book offers a depth of understand-
ing, invaluable insights, human stories that 
tear at the heart with a fresh breath of 
compassion and Christ-like love. It poses 
the question why the lives of so many 
thousands of our brothers and sisters 
are crucified with years of incarceration 
because of their unfortunate beginnings 
in the slums of misery, poverty, broken 
families and in neighbourhoods governed 
by gangsterism. 

Fr Babychan has for over 20 years 
studied, listened, observed and probed the 
plight of prisoners robbed of their freedom 
and now pleads for a better understanding 
in treating the problem. No longer the 
game of ‘an eye for an eye’ or that horrible 
phrase ‘lock them up and throw away 
the key’. He would rather offer them the 
key, and with God’s helping grace guide 
them through the corridors of Restorative 
Justice; to restore what was lost! 

He is ever hopeful of change in their lives 
when their human dignity is respected and 
restored; when correctional services are 
truly correctional and when every step 

is taken to help them to confidently re-
enter society and regain credibility in our 
communities. I strongly urge you to read 
this book. It will open your eyes and your 
heart. I believe it will squash all prejudice 
and gross misunderstanding. Get behind 
those bars, look and listen! It is, indeed, 
a revelation. When light and love pour in, 
the results are miraculous. And just listen 
again to the Master “love one another as 

I have loved you” and again “what you do 
unto others, you do unto me.” 

So, there you have the measure of our 
love for God!

Fr Ralph de Hahn
The book is available from Prison Care 

and Support Network off ice, 23 Morningside 
Street, Pinelands between 09:00 and 16:00 
Monday to Friday, at most book stores and 
from takealot.com, Amazon, etc.
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MEDIA STATEMENT 

13 MAY 2019 

CMRM Condemns Attack on Catholic Church in Burkina Faso 
 
The Claremont Main Road Masjid (CMRM) strongly condemns the terrorist attack during 
mass at a Catholic church in Burkina Faso on Sunday 12 May 2019.  Six worshippers were 
killed including the presiding priest.  According to media reports, the church was burnt down 
after the attack along with other buildings, including a health centre. 
 
Sadly, this latest atrocity targeting a sacred place of worship mars the serenity, peace and 
tranquillity which are the hallmarks of the sacred month of Ramadan. Burkina Faso has a 
majority Muslim population and between 20%-25% Christians. In recent years, violent 
Muslim extremism on its northern borders has been increasingly destabilizing the country. 
This most recent church attack comes just two weeks after a similar attack on a Protestant 
church in the north of the country, which also killed six worshippers. Muslim extremists have 
also targeted and attacked moderate Muslim clerics and teachers in the region.    

With this latest attack on a church, we must denounce and remain vigilant against extremist 
groups who wish to normalize the desecration of holy spaces, the killing of believing men, 
women and children; and the creation of enmity and mistrust between people of different 
faiths.  

As Muslims, we must not become weary of stating again and again that wanton violence and 
barbarism are contrary to the teachings of Islam. We call on peace loving Muslims, 
Christians, people of faith and of none, to redouble their efforts to build bridges of fraternity 
and solidarity.      
 
We express our heartfelt condolences to the families of the victims and a speedy recovery for 
those who were wounded by the attack, and solidarity with the people of Burkina Faso.  
 
  

SIGNED    

Jaamia Galant                              Dr. Salih Solomon                           Imam A. Rashied Omar 

Secretary                             Chairperson                                Imam 
 
On Behalf of the CMRM Board  
 
 

On Tuesday 30 April 2019 Fr Bonginkosi Nhleko SDB, 
parish priest of OLHC, Lansdowne received a call from 
Sheik Fakhruddin Owaisi from the International Peace 
College of South Africa based in Rylands, requesting 
if he and his students could come to Our Lady Help of 
Christians on Thursday 2 May 2019 in solidarity and sym-
pathy and to offer prayers for the atrocities that happened 
in Sri Lanka over the Easter weekend. Fr Bonginkosi, of 
course, welcomed this gesture.

Sheikh Fakhruddin Owaisi, Sheikh Ighsaan Taliep and 
the students arrived after 12pm, joining the Catholics who 
had gathered for the service. The girls all carried bouquets 
of f lowers, and placed them in front of the altar.

The speakers were Mr Peter Bruyns (PPC Chair 
of OLHC), Sheikh Owaisi, Sheikh Taliep and Fr 
Bonginkosi. Sheikh Owaisi spoke about the heinous act 
of the bombing of the Catholic churches in Sri Lanka and 
that they did not condone it. They spoke about love, peace 
and forgiveness. 

It was also reported in The Southern Cross of May 8-14, 
2019 that a delegation of Muslims from the Open Mosque 
in Wynberg attended Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral, fol-
lowing the Easter attacks. With the permission of the 
Cathedral administrator Fr Rohan Smuts, the mosque 
presdent Mr Taj Hargey spoke to the community before 
Mass, highlighting passages from the Qur’an, noting that 
the holy text of Islam advocates nothing to justify terrorism 
and that authentic Islam commands Muslims to respect all 
religions. They had also issued a statement to the press to 
condemn unreservedly what had been done in the name 
of Islam.

It was also shared on social media that, following the 
attacks, Muslims in Sri Lanka made their mosques available 
for Mass – an expression of solidarity in the same spirit.

Muslim community condemn 
attacks and show solidarity

ABOVE AND BELOW: Muslims and Catholics gather 
together in solidarity and sympathy at Our Lady 
Help of Christians Church in Lansdowne to offer 
prayers for the atrocities in Sri Lanka over the Easter 
weekend

In close to 100 years, The Southern 
Cross has not missed a single 
week’s publication, a consecutive 

record of more than 5000 weekly edi-
tions, through the Great Depression 
of the 1930s, World War II in the 
1940s, and the social upheaval of 
apartheid after that. It is a record 
that has few, if any, equals in South 
Africa.

But there are dark clouds on the 
horizon and above us. The existence 
of The Southern Cross in print form is 
in serious jeopardy – and when the 
print edition goes, so might its digital 
presence.

Decades of frugal financial man-
agement has kept The Southern 
Cross alive. But with declining circu-
lation – due to the changing reading 
culture in society and the economic 
sabotage of the Post Office, on whom 
we rely on distribution – and simul-
taneous increases in the cost of pro-
ducing the newspaper, The Southern 
Cross this year has to eat into its 
reserves to continue publication.

There is little more to squeeze out of 
the stone to effect cost-cutting meas-
ures. The present crisis is so severe 
that our staff have foregone their 
annual salary increases in March. It 
is a sacrifice that testifies to the love 
the people who produce The Southern 
Cross have for their newspaper and its 
mission, which is also the Church’s 
mission.

It is a love that is shared by the 
Associates of The Southern Cross, 
whose generous support over the past 
17 years has been crucial in ensur-
ing the newspaper’s survival. Indeed, 
part of the reserves we now have to 
eat into are accumulated funds from 
the Associates Campaign.

But the Associates’ Campaign 
and sacrifices by our staff alone are 
not enough to safeguard the future 
of The Southern Cross. The lifeblood 
of a newspaper is its circulation and 

advertising.
By virtue of its web and social 

media presence, The Southern 
Cross has many more readers than 
just its print circulation, but the 
digital presence cannot sustain the 
newspaper. It is the readership of 
the print and digital editions and the 
advertisers that keep the publication 
going every week.

The answer to securing the future 
of South Africa’s only national 
Catholic weekly is to promote it in 
the parishes.

If every parish in South Africa were 
to increase the number of parishion-
ers who read The Southern Cross by 
five or ten people, there would be no 
need to increase the cover price, as 
we have to do as of next week, and 
no need for articles such as the one 
you are reading now.

The threat to The Southern Cross is 
not hostility to it but plain indiffer-
ence – by laity, by priests, and by 
bishops.

Why do bishops not ask their 

Dark clouds threaten The Southern Cross
Later this year, The Southern Cross will enter its 100th year of publication, culminating in its centenary in October 2020. That jubilee will be a good time to reflect on a long history of service in the Church’s social 
communications apostolate.

parishes to proactively promote the 
national Catholic newspaper, in 
which they have collectively a 51% 
ownership? Why do most priests not 
mention The Southern Cross at Mass? 
Why do most parishes not have a 
team of Southern Cross sellers at their 
doors? Why do most Catholics not 
make use of a newspaper which helps 
them grow in understanding of their 
faith?

The answer is indifference. 
Should The Southern Cross one day 
go under, its gravestone may read 
“Killed by indifference”.

What would it say about the local 
Catholic Church if it doesn’t have 
a Catholic weekly anymore? South 
Africa would be one of the very 
few major countries in the world 
where the Catholic Church would 
not have a national media presence. 
That would be embarrassing.

So, what is to be done? The Southern 
Cross has never asked the bishops’ 
conference to bail it  out, and it is 
not our desire to ever do so – much as 

we are aware that it might be exactly 
because we never ask them for help 
that the bishops are oblivious to the 
crises we face.

But we do need the support of our 
bishops!

The promotion of The Southern 
Cross, and all Catholic media, must 
become an urgent priority before 
these Catholic media outlets cease 
to exist.

The bishops, in conference and in 
their dioceses, must act now.

One way would be to instruct all 
parishes with the capacity to do so to 
actively promote The Southern Cross, 
especially to introduce the newspaper 
to Catholics who don’t yet know it.

In the medium-term, bishops might 
form diocesan social communications 
committees tasked with raising media 
awareness in the parishes, and help 
promote Catholic media throughout 
their dioceses.

Priests can help by increasing their 
parish’s order of The Southern Cross, 
and promoting the newspaper every 

week from the pulpit. One good way 
of doing so is by mentioning an inter-
esting item or two in that week’s edi-
tion. Even a reference to the “Church 
Chuckle” might do the trick.

Parish councils can help by mak-
ing The Southern Cross as visible as 
possible in the parish. The presence 
of people standing at the door to sell 
the newspaper assures better visibility 
than sticking the week’s edition in a 
corner of a crowded lobby.

Parishes could also form social 
communications groups, to promote 
Catholic media and perhaps its own 
community’s activities in a co-ordi-
nated way.

Laypeople might sponsor issues 
of The Southern Cross for distribu-
tion to the housebound, patients in 
hospitals, residents in homes, to the 
local school library and other places 
where such reading material would 
be welcome and useful.

Business people could place adver-
tisements to support us, as some are 
already doing, or perhaps sponsor an 
ad for a charity of their choice.

There must be many other ideas 
and experiences of promoting The 
Southern Cross. We would be glad to 
hear them, and share them with the 
Catholic community.

And we ask, of course, that you 
include The Southern Cross in your 
prayers, that this newspaper may sur-
vive by the collective engagement of 
the Catholic community of Southern 
Africa.

The Catholic Church in Southern 
Africa needs The Southern Cross, 
which represents one of the very 
few means of uniting a divided local 
Church.

It cannot be allowed to fade away 
by indifference. And the time to act 
to preserve our only Catholic weekly 
is now.

Günther Simmermacher
Southern Cross Editor
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Catholic Schools’ Office update

Western Cape Catholic 
Schools prepare for Congress
Eighty six Western Cape Catholic 
school participants gathered in 
Grabouw over the second week-
end in May to engage in a series 
of consultations around the future 
of Catholic Education. The purpose 
of this regional gathering was to 
harvest the collective wisdom of 
the participants and to select forty 
delegates to represent us at the 
Third Catholic Schools Congress in 
Johannesburg in September.
An evolving landscape
The Catholic Church has a long and 
proud heritage of education in South 
Africa. The first school was estab-
lished in 1849 in the Eastern Cape 
for the children of white settlers. 
Mission schools were rapidly estab-
lished from the 1850s with schools 
serving children from all race groups. 
In 1953 there were 740 schools 
with 111 361 pupils. One hundred 
and seventy years later, much has 
changed.  There are now 330 schools 
with 173 217 pupils. 

Twenty-five years after the dawn 
of freedom in South Africa we have 
still failed to address the legacy left 
by apartheid’s Bantu education. The 
democratic government faced the 
challenging task of amalgamating the 
17 education departments of the 
previous dispensation. The apartheid 
government’s Christian National 
Education denied the majority of 
South Africans suitable schooling and 
so the mammoth task of developing 
an integrated and inclusive curricu-
lum was undertaken. Over the next 
25 years the country saw numerous 
curriculum innovations and adap-
tations, which unfortunately have 
done little to advance numeracy and 
literacy levels.

By 1991 it was becoming apparent 
that change was coming to South 
Africa and the first Catholic Schools’ 
Congress in Durban was aptly 
entitled People of God: Education 
towards a new vision. This was the 
culmination of a series of consulta-
tions and dialogues which took place 
in the regions. An important resolu-
tion was: We are called to play a role 
in the transformation of a changing 
South African society.

Thirteen years later, schools sent 
delegates to another congress to 
discern a suitable response to the 
educational challenges being faced in 
the country and the Catholic schools 
network. The 2004 Congress, One 
Vision, One Future, One Voice, 
developed a vision statement with 
10 direction statements that the net-
work has tried to implement since. 

As we move towards the 2019 
Congress, Towards, Tomorrow, 
Together in Faith, we are living in a 
different South Africa. Despite the 
numerous curriculum changes and 
increased resourcing to the sector, 
many children are not reaping the 
fruits of this labour. International 
benchmark tests indicate that 78% 
of South African Grade 4s cannot 
read for meaning in any language 
(according to the 2016 Progress 
in International reading Literacy 
[PIRLS] study).  This inability to 
read for meaning has dire implica-

tions for learning. Our children are 
thus unable to progress, not only in 
school, but in life. It further leads to 
the very high dropout rate in high 
schools which is approximately 50%.

The 2015 Trends in International 
Mathematics and Science Study 
(TIMSS) reports some growth in 
South Africa’s Mathematics and 
Science scores over the past 12 
years. While the Grade 9 scores 
are below the centre-point of 500 
points, there is evidence of some 
improvement.  

Catholic schools are not immune 
to these societal challenges. We 
continue to struggle with the glar-
ing inequalities within the Catholic 
schools’ network. We have over-
resourced and under-resourced 
schools. Our schools as microcosms 
of society deal with an array of 
social ills including racism, homo-
phobia, xenophobia etc. Are we 
doing enough to form young people 
who will be active citizens and criti-
cal reflectors, young people who can 
engage in respectful dialogue and 
begin to break down the walls that 
separate us?

It is a struggle to define and main-
tain the distinctive Catholic char-
acter in Independent Schools and 
Public Schools on Private Property. 
Bureaucratic creep has placed sig-
nificant pressure on our schools and 
many department officials, leaders 
and governors fail to understand 
the right of the Catholic school 
to maintain its religious charac-
ter. The provincial authorities in 
seven of the nine provinces have 
defaulted in maintaining schools, as 
stipulated in their respective Deeds 
of Agreement. Subsidies to low-
fee independent schools as well as 
Norms and Standards budgets have 
decreased over recent years provid-
ing further challenges to the sustain-
ability of Catholic schools.  

The 2018 National School Safety 
Summit was a follow up to the two 
previous summits of 2015 and 2016. 
While commitments were made, it 
has become clear that the violence 
in society is spiralling out of control. 
A recent research paper has identi-
fied some pointers to the cause 
of this violence. South Africa was 
ranked 147th out of 162 countries 
for the worst levels of what is called 
‘societal and security’ violence. The 
paper suggests that the breakdown 
of a family structure has affected 
the shaping of beliefs, attitudes and 
values of children. Migratory labour 
patterns and high levels of pov-
erty have led to the disintegration 
of families and the diminishment or 
absence of the parental role in the 
lives of many children. 

The violence in schools has many 
facets: learner on learner, teacher on 
learner and learner on teacher. Some 
areas are plagued by gang violence 
which spills over into schools.  Sexual 
harassment or gender violence is 
common. The prevalence and abuse 
of social media, particularly with ref-
erence to cyber-bullying is creating 
havoc on the emotional well-being 
of our children.  Learning cannot 
happen in these unsafe spaces. 

There is, however good news. 
Catholic schools are still schools of 
choice and produce good academic 
and social outcomes and school 
feeding has significantly reduced 
malnutrition. 

The Catholic schools’ network 
has become far more cohesive since 
the 2004 Congress. There has been 
progress in the clarification of names, 
functions and responsibilities of many 
structures in the network as well 
as the discernment of appropriate 
levels of accountability for Catholic 
Education structures and schools. 
The Catholic Schools Proprietors’ 
Association (CaSPA) has amalgamat-
ed with the board of the Catholic 
Institute of Education to form the 
Catholic Board of Education (CBE). 
The work of the Congress
Five pertinent themes will be 
explored with a view to giving the 
necessary direction to our Catholic 
Schools moving into the future.
1. Theme 1: Catholic Education 
Today and Tomorrow – Exploring 
Identity and Mission
2. Theme 2 – Religious Education: 
Educating the Heart, Mind and Soul 
– Exploring the potential of Religious 
Education to shape a better world
3. Theme 3 – Liberating Education 
for the 21st Century – Exploring 
the Catholic school response to the 
needs of the 21st century
4. Theme 4 – Governing and leading 
Catholic schools towards tomor-
row – Exploring ethics, stewardship, 
empowerment and collaborative 
practice
5. Theme 5 – Sustaining and growing 
Catholic schools today and tomor-
row 

An extract from the Vision 
Statement of the CBE aptly captures 
the hope of all committed to Catholic 
Education; “Rooted in the Good 
News of Jesus Christ, the members 
honour and develop our Catholic 
Education heritage. In recognition 
of the critical role of education in 
South Africa, they respond to our 
evolving society…”

We ask you to hold us in prayer at 
this important time.

CONGRESS PRAYER
Lord, as you called your 
disciples to follow you,

so you call us to journey 
together towards
Congress in 2019.

Inspired by the Holy Spirit
we pause,

and committed to reflec-
tion and dialogue,

we begin together to discern  
for our Catholic schools.

We ask you, Lord,
to bless this journey

Towards
Tomorrow
Together
In faith.
Amen

Please Note: The Catholic Schools 
Office has moved to St Dominic’s 
Convent, 4 Clare Road Wittebome 
and our telephone number has 
changed to 021 761 6541

Evona Rebelo
Catholic Schools’ Office

Dear Fr Peter-John Pearson

Thank you for meeting with us. We appreciate your time.

It is never easy discussing or creating the space to talk about death. Nor is it easy to 
have the uncomfortable conversation about what the impact will be for those we leave 
behind. The emotional trauma, physical loss and in many cases the financial burden 
make death and leaving this world hard for many people. Faith and the Church have a 
role to play in counseling mourners spiritually to help find peace.

We started Tony Wyllie Funeral Home to help serve our community and make the 
process of celebrating a life as stress free as possible. I wanted to offer a service that 
created peace of mind for Catholics and to showcase dignity in death and professional-
ism to the service of Funeral Undertaking.

Tony Wyllie Funeral Home started in 1973 and the biggest lesson I have learnt 
from offering our service to hundreds of thousands of families is that death is a part 
of life. Death and celebrating a life is part of the journey of life. This is an open letter 
to thank our Catholic Community for allowing us to be part of the journey of life. We 
pride ourselves in offering service that is personalized and dignified. As a company that 
identifies itself as Catholic Undertakers and in the ethos of community and collective 
responsibility, with the church, we would like to affirm that we wish to maintain our 
position of offering a discounted rate for our services to our Catholic family members 
who seek our assistance. We have and will continue to accommodate those parishioners 
who face financial obstruction in arranging a modest but respectful funeral service.

Once again we thank you and the Cape Town Archdiocese. Please feel free to contact 
us if you have any questions or wish to discuss  how we can be of service.

Sincerely

Tony Willie
Founder and Director

St Clare’s Men’s Ministry in Elsie’s River spent some quality social time 
just before Lent with their parish priest, Fr Job. A priest’s parishioners 
are his family and welcome the love and friendship of parishioners. It 
gives them strength and purpose and a sense of belonging. We encour-
age all groups to do the same.

The beautifully decorated church of Our Lady of Fatima, Bellville 
brought to life our Lord’s entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday

As part of St Clares parish 40th anniversary the Parish arranged a 
Stations of the cross to Christus Peak in Kommetjie as a spiritual event 
during the season of Lent. What a moving and prayerful experience for 
many. The beautiful view and smell of fynbos added to an unforgettable 
journey. Walking up the hill and to the cross gave one a little sense of 
the suffering Jesus had to undergo. Led by parish priest Fr Job and Dcn 
Joseph this will go down becoming a yearly event. Cooling down some 
aching muscles a packed lunch was enjoyed by all in the hall.
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ARCHDIOCESAN
SECOND COLLECTIONS

The above figures represent deposits made up until 16 May 2019. 
Kindly email notifications to Tina at appeal@adct.org.za

PARISH HOLY CHILDHOOD
2018 2019

Athlone 2,048.00 1,410.00

atlantis 500.00 252.30

Belgravia 1,734.20 772.40

Belhar 1,546.00 2,030.00

Bellville 3,610.00 4,300.00

Bonteheuwel 247.00 344.80

Bothasig 4,134.50 5,857.00

Brackenfell 2,810.00 1,790.00

Bridgetown 700.00 480.00

Camps Bay 2,560.00 1,937.00

Cathedral 2,548.20 4,072.30

Claremont 4,529.40 2,520.00

Constantia 4,430.00 6,080.00

Delft 520.00

District Six 522.70 576.00

Durbanville 6,377.60 5,680.90

Elsie’s River 640.00 1,280.00

Factreton 740.00

Fish Hoek 2,703.50 2,616.00

Goodwood 2,694.80 2,000.00

grassy Park 2,350.00 2,361.00

green Point 3,350.00 3,500.00

Gugulethu 377.10 1,607.00

Hanover Park 1,343.40 1,172.00

Heathfield 6,768.12 5,770.90

Hermanus 3,491.25 3,283.10

Hout Bay 1,830.00 1,339.00

Khayelitsha QoA 742.00

Khayeltisha St R 294.50 563.00

Kleinvlei 2,314.30

Koelenhof 348.70 428.50

Kommetjie 1,969.30 1,601.50

Kraaifontein 836.50 677.90

Kuils River 495.00 1,515.00

Lambert’s Bay 315.20 420.00

Langa 1,037.00

Lansdowne 7,582.70 6,398.00

Lavistown 1,911.00 2,325.00

Lentegeur 3,422.45 3,602.00

Maitland 2,689.30 2,796.85

Malmesbury 409.20

Manenberg 951.20

Matroosfontein 2,955.00 3,780.00

Milnerton 1,340.00 4,060.00

Mowbray 3,210.20 2,775.00

Newlands 8,327.60 4,630.00

Nyanga

Observatory 419.50 292.00

Overberg 450.00 520.00

Paarl 2,194.00

Parow 5,290.00 7,040.00

Parow Valley 1,510.00 2,450.00

Pinelands 2,476.70 2,531.00

Plumstead 5,306.80 7,047.90

Portuguese 757.85 1,290.00

retreat 1,469.00 1,450.00

rocklands 1,725.00 1,661.00

Rondebosch 7,556.80 8,344.80

Sea Point 3,650.00 5,110.00

Simon’s Town

Somerset West 5,883.50 4,747.00

St James 3,588.60 1,405.10

Steenberg 2,370.00 1,305.00

Stellenbosch 3,000.00 3,000

Strand 4,070.00 3,892.30

Strandfontein 3,280.00 2,001.00

Table View 7,790.00 13,010.00

Tafelsig 610.00 828.50

Vredenburg 3,728.60 3,183.70

Welcome Estate 471.00 545.00

Westridge 1,800.00 2,500.00

Woodstock 420.00 600.00

Wynberg 5,110.00 5,100.20

TOTALS      R 172,276.57 187,366.65

September 2020 
Price R41,500.00 per person sharing 

 

We wi l l  a t tend the Pass ion P lay in  Oberammergau 
.  

The post-tour  wi l l  inc lude the fo l lowing:  
The L i t t le  Infant  of  Prague 

POLAND 
where we wi l l  fo l low the footsteps of  the Sa ints  

St  Faust ina 
St .  Max imi l i an Ko lbe 

Sa int  John Pau l  I I  

To join this pilgrimage contact Elna at: 
Email: info@holysites.co.za 
WhatsApp: +27 0829750034 

HAVE NO FEAR   
 A Pilgrimage to Germany, Czech Republic & Poland 

A once in a lifetime event. 

Offered by Holy Sites Travel

Since 1634, the  play has taken place every ten years - In 2020 it will be performed for the 42nd time 

ANTI-RACISM WORKSHOP: The Justice and Peace department launched an anti-racism programme, at the behest of 
Archbishop Brislin, at the Chancery on Saturday 11 May 2019. The long awaited anti-racism reflections are now ready to be 
introduced into the parishes. 60 people, representing 43 parishes attended the first facilitators session. The facilitators will take 
what they have discussed to their parish councils where the respective parish councils will decide when and how these discussions 
and reflections will be implemented into their parishes. Further skills training will be provided for those who found the exercises 
useful at the first session.

International Nurses Day is celebrated annually 
on 12 May, the birthday of Florence Nightingale, 
the Founder of Modern Nursing.

The Archdiocesan Catholic Health Carers 
Association (ACHCA) Committee organised the 
International Nurses Day gathering on 11 May 
2019 at Nazareth House, Vredehoek.

All nurses, as well as various health profession-
als and non-health professionals, including home-
based carers in the Archdiocese, were invited to 
attend the gathering and the AGM.

The day began at 10.00 with Mass celebrated 
by Archbishop Stephen Brislin and ACHCA’s 
spiritual director Fr Mark Pothier, in the Chapel 
at Nazareth House.

The Archbishop, during his homily reminded 
the 45 nurses and carers present that at Mass the 
Eucharist is an opportunity for each one present 
to give thanks to God for the many graces and 
favours received.

He commended nurses and all in the caring 
professions for their vocation of healing, their 
adept knowledge and skill, and their tireless 
efforts in providing holistic care to patients and 
clients at the most vulnerable times of their lives.

He also said that nurses are called to heal. At 
times, he said ‘in a metaphorical way’ nurses ‘raise 
the dead’ meaning they give new courage, hope 

and strength to people who may be at a low in 
their lives, due to many challenges they may be 
encountering.

He encouraged the nurses and carers present 
to share the Eucharist with their patients and 
vulnerable people they care for so as to live out 
their noble and glorious vocation at all times.

He concluded by saying “May God work 

In celebration of International Nurses Day

through each one present so that they 
bring healing to others and raise them 
to new life.”

Before the Offertory, the Archbishop 
blessed each nurse and carer’s out-
stretched hands with Holy Water and 
a prayer was said to re-commission 
nurses and carers to their pledge and 
vocation for the ensuing year.

After the Mass, a bring and share 
tea was held.

Thereafter, the Archbishop led the 
group into the business for the day. 
He answered questions and addressed 
queries from the participants in an 
informative and lucid manner.

Before leaving he commended the 
ACHCA committee and the group 
for their sterling work since inception 
in November 2011 and he wished 
them well in their future endeavours.

Ms Rose Saville, an ACHCA 
member read out a poem she com-
posed –An Ode to Nurses,Doctors 
and Carers – highlighting the pivotal 
role they all play in caring for the sick 
and vulnerable in our society  

The AGM was held thereafter and a 
new ACHCA committee was elected.

Fr Mark Pothier, who was the 
returning officer for the AGM, 
thanked the outgoing ACHCA com-
mittee members for their vision, loyal 
commitment and dedication to the 
ACHCA group for the past six years 

Once the new ACHCA commit-
tee meet and elect their office bear-
ers, their names and contact details 
will be made available in the next 
Archdiocesan News and through 
other strategic outlets.

Article compiled by
ACHCA Committee members

The group sit and listen during the ACHCA AGM

Archbishop Brislin blesses the 
nurses and carers hands during 
the Mass
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For information about St Joseph’s Home you can phone +27 21 934 0352, email resourcedevelopment@stjosephshome.org.za, 
visit our website www.stjosephshome.org.za or our Facebook page FaceBook.com/stjosephshome

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support OUR HAPPY NAPPY Campaign 

It’s time again… for our nappy campaign!   

 Every 24 hrs we use more than  
1 000 disposable nappies 

 170 patients & 6 wards 

Join our campaign!  

 Drop a pack/s of nappies at St Joseph’s; 
 Donate nappy rands/dollars/pounds/euros on line:   

One pack costs R230. 
 Make Mandela Month your Happy Nappy Drive… 

 

          

 

   100 days of giving 

 

July -
Sept 

 

 

                              WHY DO WE CARE? 

 
•    All lives should have equal value - we provide free holistic transitional care to 
chronically ill children from poorly resourced families;  

•    We honour a history of pioneers - during 84 years, we have learnt from the 
Pallottine Missionary Sisters and cared for more than 23 000 children; 

•    We are driven to reduce inequality in children’s health, and wellbeing -138 
clinical and general staff, give the best possible health care to more than 500 ill 
children each year; 

•    We believe that compassion is the most potent form of care - our 175-bed 
hospital provides child-friendly spaces for young patients to heal;  

•   Our mission is to meet the ever-changing children’s health care needs of the 
times - we are always busy reviewing our services, and upskilling our staff. We work 
closely with Western Cape Health to develop a blueprint for paediatric 
intermediate care. 

 

                         Seeing is believing. Pay us a visit.  
                              Contact Alrika- alrika@stjosephshome.org.za.  

St Joseph’s Board and Management at a session reviewing their plans and learnings. It forms part of a SJH 
ten-year strategy, with a vision to become a Centre of Excellence (COE). Attending the session were front 
row from left: Shaun Browne (Financial Manager), Thea Patterson (Director), Sister Annemarie Niehsen, 
SAC (Board), Audrey Gourrah (Matron), Clare Paulse (Board), Faiza Achmat (Therapeutic Manager), 
Charlton Lasker (Operations Manager) and Alrika Hefers (Resource Development Manager).  Middle row, 
from left: Dayne Falkenberg (Board), Thurston Brown (Board) and Tina Gough (HR Manager). Back row, 
from left: Prof. Anthony Westwood (Board), Adrian van Stolk (Board Chairman) and Russel Smith (Board). 
Apologies: Archbishop Stephen Brislin (Board) and Christian Kaestner (Board).

Under the sea! SJH children enjoyed a fun day at the V&A Aquarium, 
funded by Kekkel & Kraai. The kids were accompanied by Dutch nurs-
ing interns who also raised more than R19 000 for SJH’s campaigns. 

Sr Annemarie Niehsen SAC 
delivered the eulogy: 

“God sent you as workers into his 
harvest so that through your ministry 
faith may be preserved and love may 
grow! – Vincent Pallotti

With gratitude and sadness I 
share with you that Sister Othmara 
Metzger, the oldest member of our 
congregation, was called home on 17 
February 2019 at the age of 101 years 
and 7 months.

What a loss for us – such a great, 
kind and courageous woman.

She was born in Werbachhausen, 
Germany on 17 July 1917, the young-
est of seven children of Karl and 
Katharina Metzger. She grew up in a 
very religious family with her siblings 
and the Lord granted her a life filled 
with love. From an early age she had 
a deep desire to enter religious life 

Sr M. Othmara 
Metzger, SAC †

and to dedicate herself to the Lord 
and his people.

In 1934 she applied to be admitted 
into the candidature of the Pallottine 
Sisters in Limburg an der Lahn. She 
studied there until 1937 when she 
became a postulant of the Pallottine 
Missionary Sisters. In August 1938 she 

received the name “Sister Othmara”, 
and she made her first profession in 
1940.

(In 1946 Sister Othmara’s biologi-
cal sister, Armella Metzger, joined the 
Pallottine Missionary Sisters. Three 
years later she made her first profes-
sion. In April 1952, Armella together 
with two companions followed her 
sibling, Sr Othmara, to the South 
African Mission.)

Sr Othmara served in several places 
in her homeland. During World War 
II she served as a professional nurse 
in the Military Hospital in Limburg – 
here she experienced, first-hand, the 
horrors of war.

After the war, 15 August 1946, she 
made her final profession.

In 1948, Sr Othmara was sent to 
South Africa with nine other sisters. 
The ten missionaries flew from Europe 
to Johannesburg on KLM, the Royal 
Dutch Airlines. They travelled by train 
from Johannesburg to Cape Town 
arriving there on 30 March 1948.

Sr Othmara Metzger while 
matron at St Joseph’s

Most of her missionary work was 
performed as a professional nurse 
caring for the chronically ill children 
in St Joseph’s Home in Cape Town. 
She was the matron there for 30 
years – a pioneer of the establish-
ment never to be forgotten.

Sister Othmara was well known as 
a very generous, capable and coura-
geous religious woman and developed 
a wide network on contacts world-
wide.

After her retirement, she was 
moved to the Provincial House, 
Saint Vincent Pallotti Convent in 
Pinelands.

For some time, she continued to 
visit former children and staff from 
the home until she was confined to 
bed. During this time her religious 
sisters remember her as a loving, 

non-complaining member of the com-
munity.

We believe the words from the 
Book of Wisdom – that the souls of 
the just are in the hands of God and 
no torment shall touch them.

We believe that Sr Othmara is 
amongst the just. We believe that 
God tried her, as he tries all the just 
and found her worthy of himself. We 
believe that she and we will meet 
again in the resurrection on the last 
day. We will meet again in Christ. We 
meet again in God’s eternal abode, 
where there is no more pain and no 
more tears.

We will meet again where there 
is endless life, love, joy and bliss and 
where Sr Othmara’s years of suffering 
and her death are transformed by 
Christ’s glorious resurrection.”

Our diary update fOr 2019
1 July 2019-30 September 2019: Celebrating Mandela Month: 100 days of 
giving. We invite CSR staff and employees to give back at SJH and support our 
Happy Nappy Campaign

May 2019 and November 2019: Food parcel support; Throughout the year: 
Toiletries for the children support

19 September 2019: Annual Thanksgiving Mass 

November 2019 (dates to be advised): Stellenberg Gardens Open Days


