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This year, in keeping with the Southern African 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference 2016 Pastoral Letter: 
A Call to Overcome Racism and this year’s Lenten 
theme, we are pleased to have Prof. Massingale who 
is an esteemed US scholar engaging particularly with 
issues surrounding Racial Justice and especially the 
response demanded of people of faith in confronting 
racism in all its forms.

Fr Massingale is a priest of the Archdiocese of 
Milwaukee and holds the James and Nancy Buckman 
Chair in Applied Ethics at Fordham University in New 
York, where he is Professor of Theological and Social 
Ethics and is also Senior Ethics Fellow at the Fordham 

Center for Ethics Education.

Winter Living Theology is brought to you by The Jesuit 
Institute South Africa, The Southern African Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference Lenten Appeal (SACBC) and 
Fordham University, New York. The series, now in 
its 12th year, seeks to bring international experts to 
South Africa to lecture on an array of topics relevant 
to the contexts of the South African Church and 
wider South African society.

For more information, or to resister, please go 
to www.jesuitinstitute.org.za/index.php/wlt2018/

Fr Russell Pollitt SJ

Winter Living Theology

This year’s Chrism Mass was held on Holy Thursday at Corpus Christi, Wynberg. The oils blessed at the Mass will be used by priests in the coming year for the celebration of the 
Sacrament of Baptism and the Sacrament of the Sick, and by the bishop for Confirmations and the ordination of priests and deacons

Proudly Celebrating 200 years of CatholiC faith
Archbishop Stephen Brislin, Archbishop of Cape Town and President of the Southern African 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference, invites all the faithful to join him and the bishops of our 
country in celebrating the closing Mass of the bi-centenary of the Catholic faith in Southern 
Africa. This will take place at the Bellville Velodrome on 24 June at 2 pm. Speak to your parish 
priest to get your free ticket. 8000 seats are available (5000 in the Velodrome itself and 3000 
covered seats with live streaming).

ARCHBISHOP BRISLIN WITH HIS TICKET 
TO THE BI-CENTENARY CLOSING MASS

SPECIAL 
MASS

10 JUNE 2018
To symbolise the soli-
darity of faith between 
all of us, all Cathedrals 
and hopefully all par-
ishes across the coun-
try will have a special 
Mass of Thanksgiving 
at 12 noon on this 
day. Bells of churches 
will be rung and the 
bi-centennial candle 
will be lit in each 
Cathedral.

There will be a Mass 
at St Mary’s Cathedral 
at 12 noon, should you 
wish to attend.

By the time of reading this, those 
wanting to attend the closing cel-
ebration of the bi-centenary of 
our faith in Southern Africa, will 
have registered their intent with 
their parish. 

Very soon your parish will receive 
– or have already received – their 
allotted number of tickets from the 
Chancery, which will give all who 
have registered free entrance to 
this special event. Only the holders 
of tickets will be able to gain access 
to the Velodrome on this day – this 
includes all Bishops, Priests, and 

Religious. No ticket – no admission!
All Priests, Deacons, Religious and 

presidents of sodalities and organi-
sations are, of course, invited but 
must get their tickets through their 
local parish. 

To honour their role in build-
ing our local church in Southern 
Africa, a special seating area will be 
reserved for the Religious.

Should you register and receive 
a ticket, and find later that you are 
unable to attend, please inform 
your parish priest who will, in turn, 
find someone  to replace you.

Apart from seating reserved 
for dignitaries and Religious, no 
priorty will be given to who sits 
where. Seating is first come first 
served, so please come early. 
Doors open at 12.30 pm.

The event will be streamed live. 
Please see our website www.adct.
org.za for the link.

No refreshments will be on 
sale – or will be allowed – in the 
Velodrome. Please bring your own 
bottled water, if needed.

Attending this Mass suffices for 
your Sunday obligation.
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From 
the 

HEART

Archdiocesan News is a channel of communication and dialogue for the 
people of the Archdiocese of Cape Town. The views expressed in it do 
not necessarily reflect the views of the editors. It hopes to communicate 
various events, discuss topical issues, provide theological and spiritual 
input, and reflect all aspects of the life of our Church.

Archdiocesan News is distributed free of charge in all parishes of the 
Archdiocese of Cape Town. Donations will be gladly appreciated. 
Articles, letters and advertisements should reach us by 16 July 2018  for 
the July-September 2018 edition.

Please address all correspondence to:
Archdiocesan News, P O Box 2910, Cape Town, 8000.
Tel: 021 462 2417. Fax: 021 461 9330 
E-mail: publications@adct.org.za Website: www.adct.org.za
Also find us on: www.facebook.com/archdiocesecapetown

Editor: Stephen Docherty 
Regular Contributors: Archbishop Stephen Brislin, Mgr Andrew 
Borello, Fr Ralph de Hahn, CPD, CPLO, Youth Desk, Vocations Desk, 
Catholic Welfare and Development.
Layout, Production & Advertising: Stephen Docherty

Abortion Warning 
‘The Pill’ can abort, undetected, soon after con-
ception. A medical fact. See www.humanlife.org/

abortion_does_the_pill.php

The recent Facebook “scandal” 
has made many people con-
cerned about the protection 
of their privacy and the misuse 
of information that, once on 
the internet, is virtually impos-
sible to remove. Social media 
has proved to be a powerful 
and wonderful tool to connect 
people across generations and 
across continents. Not only 
can it keep families and friends 
connected, but it has become 
a forum for sharing ideas, 
concerns and information. It is 
simply amazing how much good 
can be achieved through social 
media.

But, of course, we have also 
witnessed the dark side. Not 
only has it been misused in 
sharing private information 
of users, but thousands of 
“dummy” accounts have been 
set up by those who wish to 
propagate their own ideas and 
manipulate populations for their 
own purposes. “Fake news” 
spreads like wildfire on the 
internet and many otherwise 
“normal”, sober people seem to 
lose all inhibitions when post-
ing statements on social media, 
sometimes slandering people or 
demeaning them to the point of 
cyber bullying. Researchers tell 
us that victims of cyber bullying 
are twice as likely to commit 
suicide.

So while we benefit from social 
media, especially in groups that 
keep families, friends or the 
Church together, for the rest 
we need a healthy suspicion 
of what is said and posted. 
Not only must we exercise 
constraint and responsibility in 
what we write, we must always 

exercise our faculty of caution 
and doubt as to a number of 
“authoritative” statements that 
are made through social media.

Contrast this with the Word 
of God. While we might be 
deceived and manipulated by 
fake news, there is no deceit in 
God. His message is one of love 
for all people, of forgiveness and 
salvation. It unites all people, of 
every class, nation, colour and 
culture into the one family of 
God – he is the Creator of all 
people. It proclaims the value 
and worth of each and every 
person, whether strong and 
healthy, elderly, a child in the 
womb, mentally or physically 
challenged, rich or poor. God’s 
Word is life-giving, creative and 
filled with hope.

It should be clear to us that 
while we use the tools available 
to us to communicate, our hope 
and our life are to be found in 
the truth of God’s Word. Midst 
the hustle and bustle of our 
lives, our constant texting and 
sending messages, our almost-
obsession to share every detail 
of our lives with others, we 
must always ensure that we 
do not neglect our contact 
and communication with God, 
through his Word. We need 
the time and quiet to be able to 
read the Scriptures – together 
or alone – and to reflect on 
God speaking to us. Without it 
we descend into superficiality 
and ultimately hopelessness.

+ Stephen Brislin
Archbishop of Cape Town

The year isn’t even half done and it has already been a rollercoaster! We are missing Sean in the Youth Office, but the 
Chaplaincy Team have done a fantastic job helping make sure that everything not only keeps going but keeps growing 
as well! 

BELOW: I had scarcely returned 
home when we had our Empower 
Youth Leaders’ Conference, 
kindly hosted by the Italian Club. 
There were more than 120 leaders 
from 17 parishes. Guest speakers 
included Fr Peter-John Pearson 
and Danilo Acquisto. 

ABOVE: Less than a month later we had our 
first Young Adults evening, and I spoke about 
‘deciding to love’ to a group of about 40 young 
adults from nine different parishes, hosted by 
St Mary of the Angels, Parow.

BELOW: The Youth Office partnered with the Vocations 
Office to host a morning of prayer and reflection at Langa 
parish. A number of priests also attended the day and Fr 
Thomas Plastow preached at the Mass and Fr Ralph De 
Hahn gave a very encouraging and inspiring talk.

ABOVE: Most recently there was a meeting of the Catholic Youth 
Network, attended by Catholic Welfare and Development, Schoenstatt, 
Life Teen, The Justice Desk, St Kizito’s Children’s Project, Life Teen, 
the Catholic Leadership Academy and the Catechetics Department. 

Exciting upcoming events will be 
the next Young Adults talk on 30 May 
hosted by Durbanville, and Youth 
Day on 16 June. This year Youth Day 
will be at the Athlone Civic Centre 
to accommodate our large numbers. 
Later on in the year there will be 
another few young adults talks, a 
fundraising dance, a youth leader’s 
forum and our year-end Camp Testify 
from 14 – 17 December. 

Hope to see you all at one or more 
of our events! 

Peace and Blessings
Fr Charles

RIGHT: I spent some time at 
the start of the year with NET 
Ministries in Australia, with a 
group of 40 young people from 
around the world (including one 
from Cape Town!) as they pre-
pared to spend a year as mission-
aries witnessing to the good news 
of Jesus all around Australia. 

       

        

A Marriage Encounter weekendA Marriage Encounter weekend

can rekindle the flames ofcan rekindle the flames of

romance you felt on romance you felt on 

your wedding day. your wedding day. 

Call: Graham and Patuala Maart Call: Graham and Patuala Maart 

084 502 3805 / 076 930 3818 084 502 3805 / 076 930 3818 for further for further 

information information 

Dates for 2018Dates for 2018:     :     25-27 May25-27 May

                                  27-29 July     20-21 Oct             27-29 July     20-21 Oct             

All weekends are held at Maryland Retreat CentreAll weekends are held at Maryland Retreat Centre

Email: Email: marriage.encounterwc@gmail.commarriage.encounterwc@gmail.com

   
 

Find us on Facebook

"We fell in love 

all over again.

Since our 

weekend our 

lives have taken 

on new meaning"
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With joy and thanksgiving 

for the gift of 

Marriage Encounter  

We invite you to the 50th

Anniversary Celebration Mass of
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When    :   Sunday 10 June 2018

Time     :   2.30 pm

Where   :   St Ignatius

Address :  30-32 Imam Haron Rd 

                  Claremont 7708

Celebrant: Archbishop Brislin
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KHANYA HOUSE STAFF CELEBRATE 200 YEARS OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN SA: 
On Wednesday 2nd May 2018 the SACBC Head Office celebrated 200 years of the Catholic Church in Southern Africa. Fr Patrick 
Rakeketsi CSS, the SACBC Associate Secretary General, gave a summary of the history of the Catholic Church in the region, 
emphasising the need to thank all the missionaries who have contributed in different ways towards making sure that the Church has 
reached where it is today. Sr Hermenegild Makoro, the SACBC Secretary General, said that the missionaries who brought faith to us 
offered their life totally for the service of the Church. Most of them never went back home. They sacrificed their life totally so that 
we can have a better life. As the staff members of Khanya House we need to draw this good example from them during the service 
we give to the people of God.

On Saturday 21 April 2018 the 
Archdiocese of Johannesburg cel-
ebrated a Mass of thanksgiving to 
mark the Catholic Church’s 200-
year presence in South Africa led by 
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale.

The mass was held on the plot 
of land upon which will be built 
the much-talked of Mother of Mercy 
Marian Shrine and Pastoral Centre. 
It is hoped that this will be a holy 
site that will bring Catholics of the 
Archdiocese, and further afield, a 
place where they might express their 
devotions to Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, and be spiritually nourished.

The Mass offered occasion to 
remember the Catholic Church’s pres-
ence in South Africa for over 200 
years, to take stock of all the good 
and of the enormous contribution the 
Church has made throughout South 
Africa. Not only was it an occasion 
to pay homage to those who built the 
country’s Catholic presence; it was 
also time to take a look at the present 
situation in which the church finds 
itself and to ask what still needs to be 
done to realise the work of God in the 
land: to bring justice, peace, mercy 
and love to all its people.

Catholics throughout Johannesburg 
attended in their numbers to celebrate 
the joyous occasion of the Church’s 
bicentenary.

In his homily, the Archbishop called 
the occasion a “time to meditate on the 
pioneering missionaries who brought 
us the faith” and then proceeded to 
tell the story of the Catholic Church 
in South Africa over its 200-year his-
tory. He singled out the Church’s con-
tribution to education and healthcare 
thanking the missionaries who coura-
geously responded to the challenges 
of building the church in this new 
territory. He quoted Bishop Stanislaw 
Dziuba of the Diocese of Umzimkulu 
who said: “We stand on the shoulders 
of the giants, the many missionaries 
from Europe, whose work can still be 
seen by the many hospitals and clinics 
that bear the names of saints.”

Tlhagale recognised that their mis-
sion had initially been to sustain the 
faith of migrants to South Africa 
but that, quickly, they learned of the 
needy and responded, especially in 
offering education and healthcare to 
the indigenous peoples of the land. 
He made particular mention of the 
religious sisters who founded schools, 
“built schools where there were no 
schools”, and offered education, espe-
cially to black children who had 
experienced the pain of segregation 
even when government schools didn’t 
have official exclusionary policies.

Noting the enormous impact made 
by men and women of the faith, he 
recognised also that their “civilising 
mission had been defective” as is 

Lay faithful and religious at the celebration in Magaliesberg

Jo’burg celebrates the 
200-year presence of the 
Southern African Church

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale

evident today when visiting some of 
the places where missionaries were 
present. These places, today, were 
often lacking even basic sanitary 
conditions. Nonetheless, the posi-
tive legacy-mark of these pioneering 
Catholic faithful – many of whom 
never returned to their home coun-
tries or saw their families ever again 
– on society is an indelible one that 
ought to be applauded. A legacy that 
has sadly been overlooked and “not 
always, regrettably, been acknowl-
edged” said Tlhagale.

The archbishop made mention 
too of the rumours that have been 
spread by “those who glibly accuse 
pioneering missionaries of having 
been in cahoots with the colonial 
regime” replying that “history tells us 
differently” and that “they suffered 
hardships like Saint Paul in their 
missionary endeavours, they suffered 
poverty, discrimination, rejection and 
suppression […] they endured so that 
we, today, may enjoy the legacy they 
have left behind.”

The archbishop went on to speak of 
the “massive challenges” that are still 
left to the Church in South Africa, 
today, citing a need for Catholics 
to affirm and preserve their unique 
identity and to avoid “distortion of 
their Catholic doctrine”. He referred 
in particular to the theology the 
Church holds of the Eucharist. He 
cautioned too against continuing 
religious syncretism.

Speaking to the faithful gathered 
he warned against “placing the role 
of the power of the ancestral spirits 
at the heart of your religious beliefs”. 
Finally, he addressed the Church’s 
role in responding to the challenges 
of racial injustice and the ever-
present and pervasive inequality and 
discrimination at work even among 
those who share the same faith.

To listen to Archbishop Tlhagale’s 
full sermon, go to https://soundcloud.
com/spotlightafr/abp-buti-tlhagale-
200-yrs-catholic-church-sa or read 
it on the Archdiocese of Cape Town 
website www.adct.org.za.

Article & pics courtesy of Spotlight.
Africa https://spotlight.africa

JUN 2 09.30-12.30 East Coast Deanery Catechetical Co-ordinators’ meeting at St Peter’s, Strand
2 09.30-12.30 CFP Session 3 at St Jude’s, Vredenburg
2 09.30-12.30 EMHC retreat at Holy Cross Provincial House, Parow (Xhosa)
2 09.00-14.00 Spred Catechists Training at Immaculate Conception, Parow
6 19.00-21.00 Theology Course at the Chancery
7 19.00-21.00 CFP Evening Session at St Mary’s, Retreat
9 09.30-12.30 Funeral Minister Training at the Chancery
9 09.30-12.30 CFP at Westridge, Lansdowne, Gugulethu, Parow & Strand
13 19.00-21.00 Theology Course at the Chancery
16 11.00 Youth Day celebrations at Athlone Civic Centre
20 19.00-21.00 Theology Course at the Chancery
23 09.30-12.30 RCIA at St Ignatius, Claremont
30 08.30 APC meeting at Langa Parish Hall

JUL 7 09.30-12.30 Deanery Catechetical Co-ordinators’ meeting at St Jude’s, Vredenburg
14 09.30-12.30 Catechetics Trainers’ Meeting at St Ignatius, Claremont
19 19.00-21.00 CFP Evening Session at St Mary’s, Retreat
21 09.30-12.30 CFP Session 4 at St Jude’s, Vredenburg
25 19.00 Young Adults Evening at Corpus Christi, Wynberg. Topic: Relationships
25 19.00-21.00 Theology Course at the Chancery
26 19.00-21.00 CFP Evening Session at St Mary’s, Retreat
27 -29 Marriage Encounter weekend
28 09.30-12.30 Roundtable Discussion on Parenting Skills in the Cathedral hall
31 19.00 Marriage Preparation, six Tuesdays at St Martin de Porres, Lavistown

AUG 1 19.00-21.00 Theology Course at the Chancery
2 19.00-21.00 CFP Evening Session at St Mary’s, Retreat
4 09.30-12.30 CFP at Westridge, Lansdowne, Gugulethu, Parow & Strand
8 19.00-21.00 Theology Course at the Chancery
11 09.00-15.30 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (level 2, part 1) at St Michael’s, Rondebosch
15 19.00-21.00 Theology Course at the Chancery
16 19.00-21.00 CFP Evening Session at St Mary’s, Retreat
18 09.00-15.30 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (level 1, part 2) at OLHC, Lansdowne
22 19.00-21.00 Theology Course at the Chancery
25 09.30-12.30 RCIA at St Ignatius, Claremont
25 09.30-12.30 CFP Session 5 at St Jude’s, Vredenburg
29 19.00-21.00 Theology Course at the Chancery

CPD Training Courses Please direct all queries 
about training to CPD 
at 021 462 2417.

Fr Eoin Farrelly SDB facilitates 
a group of Catechists undergo-
ing initial training as part of 
the Catechetical Formation 
Programme in Vredenburg.

Eight sessions are held, once 
a month, in six different ven-
ues (Westridge, Lansdowne, 
Gugulethu, Parow, Strand and 
Vredenburg), and all groups come 
together at the end of the year 
for a Retreat.
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Theology 
Today

Mgr Andrew Borello

In this article I want to tackle the 
fundamental differences between 
Devotions and Liturgy. I believe 
that there is a seriously flawed 
understanding of the differences 
which undermines the true mean-
ing of Liturgy and its proper cel-
ebration. Simply stated, Liturgy is 
all too often approached as just 
another Devotion, which clearly 
it is not.

Devotions are individual, per-
sonal and private. They reflect a 
particular Spirituality that belongs 
to an individual person and which 
allows that person to experience 
personal spiritual growth – it is all 
about that person and God. There 
are many different Spiritualities 
and many different Devotions 
associated with these. Not all 
Spiritualities are dependent on or 
tied to a Devotion, but they remain 
particular to the person who has 
that Spirituality. Even when a par-
ticular Devotion is shared by a 
group or even prayed in common, 
it remains private and personal. 
Any attempt to give it a liturgical 
character or to insert it into the 
Liturgy simply results in confusing 
the differences and undermining 
the Liturgy. An example of this 
would be the introduction of the 
Hail Mary into the Prayers of the 
Faithful – a devotional prayer into 
the liturgical prayers.

By contrast, the Liturgy is pub-
lic prayer and is all about the 
community that celebrates the 
Liturgy. In the Liturgy, the Mystery 
of Salvation is made present in 
the celebrating community and 
the community is taken into this 
Mystery. This is a dynamic encoun-
ter that is transforming of the 
community, since the presence of 
Mystery achieves its efficacious 
power by its presence and is real-
ised in the community. Through 
the Liturgy, God is worshipped 
and glorified and the community 
is sanctified. This is very differ-
ent to the dynamic at work in 
any Devotion where the person 
is drawn into meditation on an 
aspect of the Mystery and not into 
the realisation of the totality of 
the Mystery that is Christ in his 
Passion, Death and Resurrection.

A further issue lies in the ques-
tion “for whom is the Liturgy 
celebrated?” Essentially it is for 
all people and their salvation – it 
is an outward movement of the 

community celebrating rather an 
inward movement of the individuals 
forming that community. Since the 
Liturgy is centred on the Paschal 
Mystery – Christ who gave himself 
for the salvation of all people – it is 
of its very nature outward moving, 
even to the point of the salvation 
of all creation. How often has one 
heard the complaint “I get noth-
ing out of the Mass”. Clearly the 
Liturgy has been reduced to the 
level of a Devotion – a Devotion 
is all about what it means to the 
individual while Liturgy is all about 
who the community is for God and 
for the salvation of all. Only then is 
the community sanctified.

This does not mean that 
Devotions do not have a place 
in people’s lives or that they are 
not important – they are simply 
not Liturgy and Liturgy is not a 
Devotion. Personal prayer leads 
into the public prayer of the 
Liturgy, and vice versa. In this way 
personal prayer and Devotions 
support and encourage the liturgi-
cal prayer of the community. It is 
important to make a clear distinc-
tion between the two. If this is 
not done, the Liturgy is reduced 
to the level of a personal prayer, 
apart from the community and the 
dynamic at work. I would say that 
this is a very common perception 
and seriously impacts on the par-
ticipation of people in the Liturgy. 
It is the community that worships 
God in the Liturgy and not isolated 
individuals in a private capacity. 

Perhaps this confusion is most 
clearly seen in the way in which 
churches are built and furnished. 
While there is a space in which 
Liturgy is celebrated, it is essen-
tially a devotional space with the 
tabernacle for adoration and stat-
ues taking pride of place. There 
needs to be a clear distinction 
and separation between a liturgi-
cal space with its key elements 
– cross, presider’s chair, ambo 
and altar (and possibly the bap-
tismal font) – and the devotional 
elements of the tabernacle and 
statues. These should be in a sepa-
rate space. Sadly this is difficult to 
achieve in many existing churches, 
but should be the norm in build-
ing new churches or renovating 
existing ones. Again it speaks so 
clearly of the need to understand 
the distinction between Devotions 
and Liturgy.

RIGHT: Mr and Mrs Cupido from 
St Clare’s, Elsie’s River recently 
celebrated the 65th anniversary 
of the sacrament of their mar-
riage. True examples of love. As a 
parish we wish to salute them for 
their commitment to each other 
and the parish. We pray that the 
Lord will bless them in these frag-
ile years as they journey on day by 
day as parents and grandparents, 
still facing the challenges of life 
daily as a couple. We stand in awe 
and praise as we honour this won-
derful achievement. May the Lord 
bless them as we continue to pray 
for their health and protection, 
through the intercession of Mary 
our Mother and St Clare.

Here they are seen with Fr Job 
Kaleekaparampil and Dcn Joseph 
Arulandu.

PILGRIMAGE - SEPT’ 2019

MEDJUGORJE (BOSNIA) & POLAND (DIVINE MERCY, etc  )  

(11 days away in total)

Rome & Assisi (5 days) – Optional 

Spiritual Leader - Father Baiju MSFS

              St James Church Medjugorje                       Statue of Virgin Mary at Podbrdo, place of apparition

                
          The Sanctuary of the Divine Mercy            St John Paul II Center Poland                                  Black Modonna

 MEDJUGORJE   – St James, Podbrdo (Apparition Hill); Blue Cross

 Mount Krizevac (Mount of the Cross); Tihalijina (Place of Fr Jozo/Apostolate)

 POLAND   – Lagiewniki (Shrine of Divine Mercy; relics of Sister Faustina)

 “Have no Fear” Center of St John Paul II; Wadowice birth place of St John Paul II

 Wieliczka Salt Mine; Auschwitz Nazi concentration Camp;

 Prison cell of St Maximillian Kolbe;  painting of famous Black Modonna, etc, etc, etc!!

                           Contact: Pam Morris on 082     961 5315; Dcn John 083 277 7999  

                                     E-mail:  pmmorris2014@gmail.com

                           (arranged via St Gerards Holy Tours)

SOME PLACES THAT YOU WILL ENCOUNTER:-

On 17 February 2018, the Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal (CCR) celebrated 
Fr Ralph de Hahn’s Diamond Jubilee 
of ordination to the priesthood.

Fr De Hahn has always encouraged 
that the Charismatic Renewal continue 
to pray that all God’s people, lay people 
and clergy alike, be given the grace to 
experience the Holy Spirit in a deeper 
calling. To be led by God’s Word 
and the Holy Spirit we must become 
changed and continue to strive to live 
according to God’s Will, to love and 
have compassion. One of Fr de Hahn’s 
passions was to establish a Charismatic 
Prayer Group in every parish in the 
Archdiocese. This can still be achieved 
with the help of the Holy Spirit.

When the Charismatic Renewal was 
in need of a gathering place for prayer 
groups, Fr Ralph bought the Holy 
Spirit Centre, which became the head-
quarters of the Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal, Western Cape. The Renewal 

has a home where prayer groups can get 
together in unity on a monthly basis to 
praise God. Father Ralph was always 
available when called upon because at 
that time it was quite difficult to get 
priests to do talks for the Renewal. To 
date he can still be called upon, even 
though he has retired.

Father Ralph always advocated unity, 
asking the Renewal to bear fruit no 
matter the circumstances they found 
themselves in at work, school or parish 
environment. He has a keen sense of 
humour and treats everyone equally 
and with respect. 

The rapid growth of the CCR 
over time can, to a large extent, be 
attributed to Father Ralph’s influence. 
People’s lives have changed for the 
better with him at the helm. One 
thing Fr Ralph emphasizes is that the 
Charismatic Renewal is NOT another 
society or sodality in the Church. To 
be a Catholic Charismatic Christian is 
a way of life. He has a passion for the 
poor, and is a people’s priest who has 
worked tirelessly for the poor over the 
years. He is also a published short story 
author and poet of note. 

The Catholic Charismatic Renewal 
thanks Fr Ralph De Hahn for dedicat-
ing 40 years of his life to the Renewal. 
The talks Fr Ralph have given are 
instilled in the Renewal today. Those 
in the Renewal have come to love the 
Catholic faith even more because of the 
understanding that Mother Mary was 
one of the first upon whom the Holy 
Spirit was poured and that she was as 
Charismatic as we are today – a witness 
of how the Holy Spirit can move and 
empower in gifts and courage.  

We pray for God’s continued bless-
ing on Fr Ralph, giving him wisdom 
and health.

Priest Annual Presentation Dinner
On Thursday 8 March the Renewal 

held their annual priests’ dinner at 
Our Lady of Fatima Church com-
munity hall. This year the invitation 
was extended to deacons and sisters. 
A total of 45 attended. The Renewal 
presented their goals and plans for 
the year, allowed time for questions 
and discussions and spent the evening 
building relationships with the clergy 
over a lovely meal!

Let us continue to pray for our 
priests, that they may be open and sup-
portive to the work of the Charismatic 
Renewal in the diocese.

CCR celebrate Fr Ralph’s Diamond 
Jubilee

L-R: Frs Mari Joe, Ralph de Hahn and Peter-John Pearson
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Guest House & 
Conference Facility

KOLPING 

Situated in a tranquil garden setting in the cen-
tre of Durbanville, with pool and braai facilities, we 
offer both tastefully decorated Bed and Breakfast 

rooms and Self-Catering units, as well as a full 
English breakfast and dinner by arrangement. 

Conference facilities, wheelchair facilities, within walking 
distance of shops, restaurants, banks and close proximity to 
Catholic Church, tennis courts, golf course and wine route. 

We would like to be your                            
home away from home

CoNTaCT
Shaun Smit, Manager

7 Biccard Street Durbanville 7550
Tel +27 21 970 2900. 
Fax +27 21 976 9839
Cell 082 584 1483

E-mail: info@kolpingguesthouse.co.za
www.kolpingguesthouse.co.za

HERMITAGE COTTAGE
A self-catering cottage with two bedrooms available for silent prayer, 
retreats and quiet study.

The cottage is set in a forest with a natural spring
and close to the mountains and the sea.
Preference is given to those wanting to stay                                        

for three days or more.

The Grail Centre
Kleinmond, Western Cape
Tel: (028) 271 3410
E-mail: grailadm@mweb.co.za

Maseti

From February 12 to 15, 2018, a del-
egation from the Bavarian Parliament 
visited the Kolping Guest House 
Durbanville/Cape Town in South 
Africa. The delegates Kathi Petersen 
(SPD), Christine Kamm (Alliance 
gO/Green Party) and Klaus Steiner 
(CSU) were accompanied by Dr Eva-
Maria Unger (Bavarian Chancellery), 
Dr Alexander Fonari (Eine Welt 
Netzwerk Bayern [One-World 
Network Bavaria] e.V.), Annegret 
Lueg (Eine Welt Netzwerk Bayern 
[One-World Network Bavaria] e.V.) 
and Ulrike Ecker (State Office). 
In the Bavarian partner region 
Western Cape, the delegation also 
visited Kolping South Africa’s project 
SPARK. Kolping helps young - 
sometimes under-aged - mothers to 
develop their personality, strengthens 
the mother-child relationship, and 
gives mothers skills on how to better 
care for their future and that of their 
children. 

The Bavarian Government, together 
with the diocesan Kolping organiza-
tion of Augsburg, made the SPARK 
project possible by providing the start-
up funding. SPARK is truly a spark 
of hope towards independence for the 
participants, as the women reported 
to the delegates from Bavaria. The 
young mother Unity Pharo said that 
for her the Kolping association is 
an important help for her parenting 
skills. Gouwa Johnson, another young 
mother, described her experience 
with SPARK in a self-written poem 
titled “Every day is an opportunity”. 
The Bavarian delegation became 
acquainted with the curriculum of the 
4-month course, the focal points of 
which are the development of social 
skills, parenting issues, and practical 
areas such as, for instance, baking and 
knitting.

Kim Christen said that on some 
days it was hard for her to attend the 
meetings. In the end, however, she 
decided to go because “SPARK is like 
a home away from home”. Annegret 
Lueg from the Bavarian delegation 
came to the conclusion that “women 
are the key to any society”. According 
to her, SPARK gives the women the 
strength to lead their family similar to 
a small family business.

The SPD Member of Parliament 
Kathi Petersen, member of the Kolping 
Family Schweinfurt, is impressed 
by SPARK and its impact. To the 
National Co-ordinator of Kolping 

Bavaria visits Kolping South Africa

South Africa, Judith Turner, she 
said in an interview: “When Adolph 
Kolping founded the Kolping Society 
165 years ago, he wanted to pro-
vide disadvantaged youths with the 
tools and skills necessary for success. 
Although this was almost two cen-
turies ago, the Society still remains 
faithful to this objective. In South 

Africa I see the promotion of the 
common good and the faith is alive 
and healthy. Programs such as WOP 
or SPARK do exactly what Adolph 
Kolping did all these many years ago 
and offer opportunities and hope for 
the South African youths. Young 
people always need support, wherever 
they are and when they live.”

Members of Kolping Germany’s 
Executive Board met with the Pope 
in Rome. He welcomed National 
President Thomas Dorf linger with 
the words “I know about Kolping!”. 
The great spread of Kolping in 
Latin America has indeed not gone 
unnoticed by the Argentine Pope. 
The meeting was also attended by 
Spiritual Director Rosalia Walter 
as well as the Deputy-Presidents 
Klaudia Rudersdorf and Manuel 
Harmeyer, National Secretary Ulrich 
Vollmer, and the Head of Finance 

Pope Francis: “I know 
about Kolping!”

and Administration Guido Mensger. 
National Youth Secretary Magdalene 
Paul informed the Pope about the 
Youth Event “Clear as a star-lit sky” 
in September of 2018 and invited 
him to come to Frankfurt. To his 
blessings for all members of the 
Kolping Society he also added a 
request: “Kolping - please pray for 
me too!” 
If Pope Francis were to canonize 
Adolph Kolping, even more peo-
ple could soon say: “I know about 
Kolping!”

The ongoing drought and serious water 
shortage in the Western Cape has 
unfortunately resulted in the venue 
we use for our annual soccer tourna-
ment to be unavailable – the fields 
are in very bad condition and the 
school had no alternative but to tell us 
that we could not use their facilities 
this year. This was very unfortunate 
news, but not unexpected – all club 
and school cricket matches for the 
remainder of the season in Cape Town 
have already been cancelled and there 
is some uncertainty at football clubs as 
to whether the soccer season will start 
as scheduled.

We at St John the Evangelist, Fish 

Hoek discussed the issue at length and 
decided that we would postpone the 
event until later in the year. Given the 
water crisis, we felt it would be insensi-
tive and irresponsible to go ahead with 
the event at another venue (if we could 
even find one that would host the tour-
nament). We are negotiating with the 
school to find another date (hopefully 
in September or October) that would 
be suitable and will let you know as 
soon as this has been confirmed.

We are sorry about this, but the 
current water crisis simply cannot be 
ignored. 

Paul Kilfoil
St John the Evangelist, Fish Hoek

Annual Fish Hoek 
Soccer Tournament 
Cancelled

Two members of the Bavarian Delegation meeting with the Young 
Mothers in Delft

Fr Kizito, KSA National Praeses, joins the Young Mothers in singing a 
song of thanksgiving
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CPLO Roundtables 
and Other Events

Lawfare: Judicial Over-reach or the Rule of Law? 20 February 2017
Adv Thuli Madonsela, Mr John Jeffery, Prof Pierre de Vos

The First Thousand Days and the Failure to Thrive, 28 February 2018
L-R: Ms Joan Armstrong (Centre for Pastoral Development, Director 
and Moderator for this Roundtable); Prof. Lisanne du Plessis; Dr Leana 
Olivier; and Dr Liezille Jacobs

Budget 2018: What about our human rights? 9 March 2018
L-R: Adv Mike Pothier (Programme Manager, CPLO); Ms Hopolang 
Selebalo; and Fr Russell Pollitt, S.J.

Migrant Children and the Right to Education, 23 March 2018
L-R: Mr Colin Northmore; Fr Peter-John Pearson (Director, CPLO); 
Prof. Anne Skelton; and Mr Musa Emmanual

Apostolic Nuncio Reception, 15 February 2018: The CPLO hosted a reception for the Apostolic Nuncio, 
Archbishop Peter Bryan Wells and members of Parliament in the Chancery atrium.

Action by Christians for the Abollition of Torture (ACAT) visits 
the CPLO, 6 March 2018. L-R: Ms Lois Law (Project Co-orindator, 
CPLO); Ms Karen Morris (Finance Manager, CPLO); Adv Mike Pothier 
(Programme Manager, CPLO); Mr Lenjo Derrick Bongnyan; Mr 
Nyingka Marcel Nyuiye; and Ms Tonia Wyngaard (Events & Media 
Co-ordinator, CPLO)

The Amendments to Key Labour Legislation: What’s the impact on 
workers? 12 March 2018
L-R: Mr Kenny Pasensie (Economic & Social Development Project 
Co-orindator, CPLO) and Dr Carin Runciman

On the 5th Sunday of Easter our 
parish also celebrated the Feast of 
St Catherine of Siena (1347-1380), 
to whom our parish is dedicated. 
Saint Catherine was a tertiary of the 
Dominican Order and a Scholastic 
philosopher and theologian who had 
a great inf luence on the Catholic 
Church. She is declared a saint and a 
doctor of the Church.

The Holy Mass was celebrated 
by Bishop Edward Adams (Bishop 
Emeritus of Oudtshoorn Diocese) 
with Fathers Emmanuel, Peter-
John and Josephat concelebrating.

We were also blessed with the Sisters 
from Koelenhof as well as Sisters from 
Nigeria who came to celebrate with 
us.

The Ward Leaders processed into 
the church, each holding a lighted 
candle as a sign of faith lived and 
shared in small communities.

The choir led the faithful in beauti-

St Catherine’s celebrate feast day

Ward leaders process to the altar with lighted candles

ful singing, the readers proclaimed 
the Word to us and the liturgical 
dancers danced a fitting prayer after 
communion.

Fr Peter-John brought a dynamic 
and passionate message of how 
fearless we should be, because we 
BELONG to God and we are 

BENEFICIARIES of his goodness 
and love.

After the Mass the Women’s Group 
served lovely coffee and doughnuts 
and we enjoyed each other’s company.

Happy St Catherine of Siena feast 
day to our parishioners.

Judith Turner

The parish of St Pius X Plumstead had 
a special Advent Appeal this year and 
considered three beneficiaries:

the Missionaries of Charity•	
Our own St Pius X Workers of •	
Mercy
Holy Cross School, Elsies River •	

Holy Cross required stationery items; 
the others, household cleaning materi-
als and basic food stuffs. The list of 
requirements was posted in our parish 
bulletin over the weekends from late 
November to Sunday 17 December 
– the final day for items donated to 
be placed on the altar or cash in our 
“blue box”.  

It was humbling to see the generosity 
of our parish community in response.

Not only was the altar stacked with 
bags of goods but almost R6000 was 
collected and applied to the require-
ments. A used stove and microwave 
were donated – both in working order. 
And just in time as the sisters’ stove 
was packing up.

On Thursday 21 December parish-
ioners delivered to the Missionaries 
of Charity Home in Khayelitsha – 

Mary-Ann Fergusson (St James’) was 
our shepherd. Here we met sisters 
Georgiana (sister in charge) Rocio and 
Betania (with chocolates in photo).  
The home is a brick structure with 
separate facilities for male and female 
residents. It is very well maintained.  
The residents appeared well cared for, 
clean, orderly and happy. It is clear that 
to care for such as these one must have 
been called; one must have received 
special grace.

A highlight of our trip was a visit to 
their chapel. Here Sister Georgiana 
offered prayers of thanks to God for 
his love and care of them and asked 
for blessings upon St Pius X and its 
parishioners for their generosity.

The stationery was delivered to 
the Holy Cross sisters and our own 

St Pius X Advent Appeal brings great joy

Workers of Mercy distributed their 
items before Christmas Day.

The pictures tell the story: the 
amount of goods contributed by our 
parishioners; everyone loves chocolate 
and the joy of being cared for.

Our Advent Appeal called on us to 
“be generous – as our Father has been 
generous to us”. Lord, bless our parish 
and our parishioners in their humble 
response to your call.

St Pius X Spirituality Path



ARCHDIOCESAN NEWS
April-June 2018 7

Street address The Grimley, 14 Tuin Plein (off Hope Street) Cape Town

Books, repository, vestments, gifts, and much more.
Mail orders accepted.

P O Box 379
Cape Town
8000
Tel 021 465 5904
Fax 021 461 0785
www.catholicbookshop.co.za
custserv.cbs@mweb.co.za

The Secular Franciscan Order (OFS) in 
South Africa will host the 1st  PAN 
African OFS and Youfra Congress to 
be held at Padre Pio Spirituality Centre, 
Rietvallei, Pretoria on 20-25 July 2018. 

During the Congress, presentations will 
cover the topics taken from the Apostolic 
document “Africae Munus” – Africa’s 
Commitment; 

Church in Africa, •	
Present situation socio-political situa-•	
tion in Africa, 
Protection of life, respect for creation, •	
good governance, 
Youth, what future for our children, •	
Embracing the lepers around us and •	
Family as a school of reconciliation, •	
peace and social justice’. 

The OFS General Minister, General 
Assistants and those responsible for the 
International Council will be present. This 
will also give an opportunity for dialogue, 
which will ensure that all fully understand 
their vocation and fulfill the mission of St 
Francis, to “Go rebuild my Church.”

With the conclusions from the Congress, 

all the participants as “the salt of the 
earth…. and the light of the world” (Mt 
5:13-14), will return to their countries 
with the message of the Gospel “Behold I 
make all things new”. (Rev 21:5)

Since the time of St Francis, the Secular 
Franciscan Order has had its place in the 
Franciscan family. It is formed by the 
organic union of all the Catholic fraterni-
ties throughout the world whose members, 
moved by the Holy Spirit, commit them-
selves to live the Gospel in the manner of 
St Francis in their secular state, following 

the Rule approved by the Church. 
Should you wish to know more about 

the Secular Franciscan Order, please con-
tact Nina Richards on 083 694 8118 or 
PANAfricancongress2018@gmail.com or 
ninarichardscapetown@gmail.com. 

Due to the financial situation of our 
brothers and sisters in Africa, especially 
with regard to travel expenses, we are in 
need of financial assistance in order to 
host the Congress. There is a minimal 
registration fee, however we would be 
very grateful of any assistance. If you are 
able, we have attached our bank details 
below. Please would you detail the refer-
ence “Pan African Congress donation” 
and fax/scan the deposit slip to the email 
address above.

Secular Franciscan Order of SA. Bank: 
FNB. Branch: Bank City. Branch no: 
250805. Account: 62017137812

May God bless you abundantly and we 
thank you in anticipation of your generous 
donation which will assist us as we unite 
with our brother and sister Franciscans to 
make a positive impact on our continent.

Secular Franciscan Order to host 
first Pan-African Congress

EASTERN DEANERY BI-CENTENNIAL CHARITY DRIVE: On Saturday 5 May non-perishable items collected by parishes in the Eastern Deanery were brought to St Mary of the 
Angels’, Athlone where a para-liturgical service was held. Fr Rampe Hlobo SJ, Dean for the Eastern Deanery welcomed representatives from the nine parishes to light a candle, 
which was followed by the Opening Prayer. The first reading from Acts 4: 32-45 (Second Reading of Easter) reminded us how the community brought all things together and shared 
it equally among those in need. Fr Jonathan Daniels SDB gave a very moving homily on how his faith journey started in the parish of St Mary of the Angels, where he was baptised 
and received the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist during the years he attended St Raphael’s Primary School. When he was twelve the family then moved to Rocklands. 
He said that being at this celebration was like a homecoming after all the years. This warm feeling of homecoming he related to how God will welcome us home for having been 
so generous and willing to share with those who are less fortunate than ourselves. After a Bidding Prayer was prayed by a representative of each of the parishes we all prayed the 
Bi-centennial Prayer, which was followed by a blessing from the participating priests. After the service we went to the hall where all the gifts received were divided into equal parcels 
and shared among the needy in the Eastern Deanery. The number of people attending was small, but the generosity and prayerful atmosphere was overwhelming.

CPD EVENTS (From top, left to right)
Training for facilitator couples to present the new Diocesan Marriage 
Enrichment Programme (ENRICH); Delegates at the Archdiocesan 
Pastoral Council discussing the new National Pastoral Plan; Basic 
training for Liturgical Ministers in the Chancery Chapel, presented by 
Maud Stellenboom (bottom, left); Rite of Election at Corpus Christi, 
Wynberg.
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St Clare’s 2018 Confirmation candidates dramatised the STATIONS OF THE CROSS on a wet and cold Good Friday morning. Praying the Stations and following the way of the Cross in 
the streets of Elsie’s River symbolised the suffering that our Lord experiences today in this suffering poverished community. Bringing Christ’s Cross to the streets brings a real hope 
and prayerful peace, knowing that he died for all and rose for all. Thanks to the PPC, Men’s Group and all the parishioners who joined in this wonderful witness to our Catholic faith.

 a Journey through the triduum in the Cathedral

FROM TOP, LEFT TO RIGHT:
HOLY THURSDAY: Archbishop Stephen Brislin wash-
ing of the feet of the twelve at the Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper;
GOOD FRIDAY: The crucifix is presented during the 
Veneration of the Cross;
HOLY SATURDAY: Ephphata Rites (part of the ceremony 
of Baptism, where the celebrant anoints the ears and 
mouth of the candidates) on Holy Saturday morning in 
preparation for their Baptism at the Easter Vigil;
EASTER VIGIL: Dcn Armstrong holds the newly lit and 
blessed Easter Candle at the Easter Vigil;
Congregants hold their lighted candles after the proces-
sion of light near the beginning of the Easter Vigil;
Baptism rites, adminstered by Archbishop Brislin;
Confirmation rites, adminstered by Archbishop Brislin;
Neophytes pose for a picture with Archbishop Brislin and 
Fr Rohan Smuts, administrator of the Cathedral, while 
the angel looks on approvingly;
Neophytes pose for a photo with their catechist, Joan 
Armstrong (far right).
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The Heart of a Surgeon
A short story by Fr Ralph de Hahn

Doctor Veldsman was known to be 
very thorough with every cardiac 
examination, and having spent two 
hours with young Danny, he was con-
vinced that surgery was the only pos-
sible means to avoid certain death, 
and even that was risky!

Having convinced the parents that 
their eight-year old son was dan-
gerously ill, he also stressed the 
great risk involved in performing this 
operation, but there was no other 
remedy or medication to bring about 
a cure. 

“So we’ll pray for a miracle,” said 
Sally Morton the soft-spoken moth-
er. 

The surgeon’s sharp response was 
immediate: “There’s no place for 
miracles or superstitions, dear lady, 
this is a case demanding ultimate 
medical and surgical skill. Only then 
is there any possible hope.” The 
anxious parents gazed at each other 
and nodded quietly.

“Go ahead, doctor. Do what is 
necessary.”

The duty nurse gently informed the 
parents that their boy was awake. 
Accompanied by the doctor, together 
they ventured into the ward to find 
Danny very relaxed with a tiny smile 
on his lips. Doctor Veldsman placed 
his hand on the boy’s forehead and 
held his wrist for a short while. “I’ll 
have to make you right again, young 
man, because I guess you want to get 
back to your soccer, am I right?” 

Danny’s eyes seem to twinkle with 
hope. “Sure Doctor, we have a big 
game next Saturday and I so want 
to be there. I’m the striker. I get the 
goals.” He certainly got everybody in 
the ward smiling. 

“So will it take long, doctor?” The 
surgeon threw a glance at the par-
ents, paused thoughtfully and replied: 
“Well, I will first have to see what 
went wrong with your brave little 
heart. And that means I will have 
to open your heart and take a look, 
not so?” 

Another joyful spark shot through 
the lad’s eyes. “Oh boy, you’ll find 
Jesus there.” 

Caught slightly off guard and in no 
way amused, the doctor muttered: 
“No, I’m sure I’ll find more than 
that.” 

Again Danny whispered “but doc-
tor, you will find Jesus there. I’m sure 
you will.” The doctor ruffled Danny’s 
hair and led the parents out of the 
ward. 

“If all goes well I will be operating 
early tomorrow morning. I will have 
to open and see what damage has 
been done. I fear the risk remains…” 

The father broke in “Doctor, 
that lad has so much faith; he truly 
believes you will find Jesus there and 
then, maybe, together you could heal 
the boy.” 

Doctor Veldsman took a profes-
sional stance “come on Mr Morton, 
we are mature men, we have little 
time for children’s fables. I will tell 
you what I will find, damaged muscles, 

The Catholic Men’s Ministry joined the parish of St Andrew’s, Ocean View and St Joseph’s, Kommetjie for Stations of the Cross to Christus Peak in Kommetjie , led by Norbertine 
priests Fathers Sebastian and Subeesh. It was an awesome experience of reliving some of the suffering our Lord had to undergo on his way to Calvary. The beautiful view upon 
reaching Christus Peak gave one a sense of the joy of the resurrection. This was definitely a highlight that will be repeated on the Catholic Men’s calendar.

a low blood supply, weakened vessels 
and the rest.”

The parents felt powerless before 
the professional opinion of a first-
class surgeon. When they departed, 
the doctor returned to his private 
study, switched on his case reporter, 
picked up the microphone and began 
to speak: “Danny Morton, aged eight, 
to face heart surgery on the morn-
ing of 6 May 2011. My preliminary 
examination reveals…” and so he 
gave his honest report and possible 
procedure. “Transplant not possible. 
I have very little hope for a full recov-
ery, an early death is possible.” He 
stopped the recording, stared into 
space and cried “Whoever you are, 
why this child? Why in my hospital? 
And why me?”

The anxious surgeon spent a sleep-
less night. Some ridiculous questions 
floated in and out of his sleepy head. 
The only response that seemed to 
filter through made no sense to a 
professional, highly qualified surgeon 
– something about a little lamb with 
a purpose, and some haunting memo-
ries of his awful days in a convent 
school.

The morning broke. The surgery 
was completed. The parents sat nerv-
ously in the corridor waiting for the 
verdict. Then came that gentle voice 
from the surgeon himself “Come with 
me, Danny will be awake shortly.” 
The overtired parents followed the 
doctor to Danny’s bedside. The doc-
tor sat on the bed holding Danny’s 
hand. The parents across from him 
searching the expression on the sur-
geon’s face 

“How is he Doctor, how did the 
operation go?” A long pause, a smile 
on the doctor’s lips, moisture settling 
around his eyes. “Fine… wonderfully 
fine,” he whispered with a new hope-
ful tone. 

“We prayed all night for a miracle,” 
said Sally Morton “and we prayed for 
you doctor.” The doctor acknowl-
edged this with a slight nod. They all 
gazed at the boy as he regained full 
consciousness and started to look all 
about him, at all those familiar faces. 
A deep solemn silence. 

Then a whisper from the doctor 
“Danny you are OK… and you are 
very brave.” He then allowed the 
parents to approach their boy and 
kiss him tearfully and gratefully. It was 
Danny’s turn to speak “Did you really 
open my heart, doctor?”

“Oh yes, I had to, and now it is all 
fixed up.” Danny came to life “…and 
did you find Jesus there?” The Doctor 
was holding back a tear. So were the 
parents. “Yes, Danny. Oh yes, as you 
said, I found your Jesus there. Thank 
you Danny. I thank you… I have found 
him!”

Children, staff, Pallottine Sisters 
and Fr Thaddeus attended the 
blessing of St Joseph’s new vehi-
cle. The Rolf-Stephan Nussbaum 
Foundation, a long standing sup-
porter of St Joseph’s, contributed 
the shortfall needed to purchase 
a new vehicle. Thank you!

Thirty three very excited children arose 
early on Saturday 3rd March 2018 to 
attend the St Kizito Children’s/Edmund 
Rice Buddy Camp in Simon’s Town. Much 
excitement surrounded the loading of the 
bus and particularly the trip over Boyes 
Drive in Kalk Bay. The majority of the 
children had never driven over a mountain 
pass and could not contain their excite-
ment in having this opportunity.

Team building games, life skills discus-
sions and an outing to the beach was 
the order of the day. The meals were 
scrumptious and the venue was stunningly 
beautiful. It is no wonder the children can-
not wait to return for another camp. This 
was an incredibly successful and rewarding 
camp for all involved!

The SKCP Lentegeur group was made 
an agency of Edmund Rice Camps for the 

2018 year, and as a result more children will 
be attending camps throughout the year. 

Thank you to National Lotteries 

St Kizito Children’s Buddy Camp

Commission for sponsoring this event and 
to Edmund Rice Camps for co-ordinating 
the weekend.

Celebrating the Passover with the York Community in Green Point

Ladies from St Margaret Mary’s parish in Green Point at a morning of prayer and reflection at the Christian 
Brothers Cente, Stellenbosch



ARCHDIOCESAN NEWS
April-June 2018 10

News from 
the Catholic 
Schools Office
It is hard to believe that we are already 
in the month of May.

Under the auspices of the Catholic 
Board of Education a number of 
conferences, seminars, meetings and 
networking events have taken place 
over the past five months. A few 
were placed on hold due to the water 
restrictions but by and large it has 
been ‘business as usual’ in schools.

Congratulations!
St Joseph’s Marist College has 

welcomed-in their Centenary year 
with great aplomb, having already 
hosted several memorable services and 
occasions. The Archbishop celebrated 
St Joseph’s Day Mass with several 
Marist brothers and family members 
in attendance.

Three senior appointments have 
recently been announced. None of 
these ladies are new to Catholic 
Education and we know that their 
respective schools are in good hands.

Karen Hamman – Principal of St •	
Mary’s, Retreat
Nomthandazo Zweni – Principal •	
of Holy Cross, Cape Town
Caron Darby-Michaels – Head of •	
St Joseph’s Marist College

‘Growing Together’ Conferences 
Both our Principals and Religious 

Education Co-ordinators chose the 
theme ‘Growing Together’ for their 
conferences held at the Houwhoek Inn 
and the Christian Brothers Retreat 
Centre. Through guest lectures, shar-
ing of best practice and ref lective 
liturgies our leaders are able to renew 
themselves and build networks of sup-
port for each other. Through our 
quarterly forums we are able to sustain 
support to our school leaders.

Networking Events
Our Annual Teachers’ Mass 

always draws hundreds of teach-
ers who recommit to the teaching 
vocation. Immaculate Conception 
Parish graciously hosted us. The New 
Teachers’ Orientation as well as the 
Bi-centennial Heritage award cer-
emony and exhibition also took place 
on the same day. 

The Inter-Catholic Athletics went 
ahead at the Bellville Velodrome with 
32 schools participating. A great day 
was had by all. The Annual Matric 
Mass was hosted by Marian High this 
year and the Archbishop encouraged 
the matriculants from our eight senior 
schools to live lives of integrity and 
service.

School Governing Body Training
The governors who serve on School 

Governing Bodies (SGBs) comprise 
the biggest cohort of volunteers in 
South Africa. Every three years elec-
tions take place and our governors in 
Catholic Schools have the additional 
responsibility of ensuring that the dis-
tinctive Catholic ethos of the school 
is promoted. To this end, we offer 
training to each SGB encouraging 
them to view their role as a sacred 
ministry. The governors of the school 
are ultimately responsible for Child 
Safeguarding, selection of suitable 
staff, maintenance and the promotion 
of Religious Education.

Child Safeguarding Training
The National Catholic Board of 

Education launched the revised 
Child Safeguarding Policy and we 
are currently implementing Phase 1 
of the training – Intensive training 
for Designated Child Safeguarding 
Persons in each school.

Many schools work hand in hand 
with the surrounding community in 
the interests of keeping their chil-
dren safe. Marian and Holy Trinity 

Catholic Board of Education

St Joseph’s Marist College turns 100

Principals’ Conference, Houw 
Hoek Inn

RE Co-ordinators’ in meditation 
at the Christian Brothers’ Centre

Awarding of Bi-centennial Heritage 
awards at the Teachers’ Mass

St Mary’s, Nyanga athletes at the 
Bellville Velodrome

demonstrated their appreciation to 
community volunteers who provide a 
‘Walking Bus’ service which ensures 
that children are escorted safely to 
and from school. They hosted a three-
course luncheon for fifty community 
volunteers.

Through our Child Safeguarding 
policy we have a sacred duty to ensure 
that every child is afforded dignity and 
opportunity.  Pablo Casals encourages 
us to do so:

‘We should say to each of them: 
Do you know what you are? You 
are a marvel. You are unique. In 
all the years that have passed, 
there has never been another 
child like you. Your legs, your 
arms, your clever fingers, the 
way you move. You may become 
a Shakespeare, a Michaelangelo, 
a Beethoven. You have the capac-
ity for anything. Yes, you are a 
marvel. And when you grow up, 
can you then harm another who 
is, like you, a marvel? You must 
work, we must all work, to make 
the world worthy of its children’ 

- Pablo Casals

Marian honours their community 
volunteers

While the Church turns her eyes to Mary in this month 
of May, I wish to take this opportunity to remind all 
Catholics, and in particular all Catholic schools, to heed 
the appeal of Our Lady of Fatima. She asked that all the 
bishops of the world, together on a particular day, pray 
for the Intentions of Our Lady of Fatima – and above all 
else, the consecration of Russia to her Immaculate Heart. 
Then, she promised, Russia will be converted and there 

will follow a period of peace in all the world. Some 
officials in the Vatican state that the world has been 
consecrated by a number of popes. But that is not what 
Mary asked, for Russia is not converted and is there is 
ever a danger of nuclear war! Mary also mentioned that 
if her request is ignored there will follow disastrous 
consequences “and many nations will be annihilated”. 
I would like to help the very poor, willing to answer 
Mary’s cry, by offering Rosaries – only with the special 
intention as mentioned above. You may get these from 
myself at the priests’ retirement centre for clergy (021 
461 9009).

Mary love and bless you all.
Fr Ralph de Hahn

JUBILARIANS: Fathers Andrew Cox, Ralph de Hahn and Craig Holmes, who celebrated their priesthood 
at a special Mass and lunch at St Michael’s, Rondebosch on Thursday 17 May 2018. Fr Andrew celebrated his 
Silver Jubilee and Fr Ralph his Diamond Jubilee of Ordination to the Priesthood in December 2017, while Fr 
Craig will celebrate his Silver Jubilee later this year. Archbishop Stephen Brislin was the principal celebrant 
and Fr Matsepane Morare SJ preached. It was well attended by clergy, family and friends.
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SECOND COLLECTIONS

Please Note:  The above figures represent deposits made up until the end of April 2018. Please email your notifications to Tina at appeal@adct.org.za

PARISH HOLY CHILDHOOD LENTEN APPEAL GOOD FRIDAY MEXICO
2017 2018 2017 2018 2017 2018 2017

Athlone 1,800.00 2,048.00 17,213.40  22,291.71  3,350.00 2,436.30

Atlantis 318.20 500.00 7,383.40  8,775.20 961.80  1,541.20 

Belgravia 1,568.52 1,734.20 10,127.41  12,629.05 2,533.20  2,811.10 

Belhar 1,987.00 1,546.00 16,163.00  14,275.00 2,706.00  5,407.00 

Bellville 2,000.00 3,610.00 47,090.00  42,225.00 5,000.00  5,110.00 1,940.00

Bonteheuwel 368.30 247.00 4,139.60  3,144.40 953.30  1,107.30 223.00

Bothasig 4,993.10 4,134.50 49,711.00  52,460.95 7,325.70  7,159.00 5,744.90

Brackenfell 3,250.00 2,810.00 22,692.55  23,362.30 4,260.00  4,320.00 

Bridgetown 650.00 700.00 6,208.00  7,424.00  1,116.00 400.00

Camps Bay 2,180.00 2,560.00 16,605.00  15,870.00 1,200.00  4,050.00 760.00

Cathedral 2,508.70 2,548.20 20,299.05  29,795.15 3,466.80  4,753.70 3,411.40

Claremont 1,528.50 2,264.70 24,200.40  23,317.60 1,890.50  3,080.70 

Constantia 3,840.00 4,430.00 47,390.00  49,980.00 4,150.00  6,570.00 3,950.00

Delft 4,715.50  4,959.50  1,054.50 

District Six 757.10 522.70 5,049.95  5,561.40 1,201.20  1,114.50 623.30

Durbanville 6,440.40 6,377.60 58,297.25  53,285.40 10,974.10  5,479.60 12,220.00

Elsie’s River 1,280.00 640.00 14,368.80  16,060.00 3,820.00  3,210.00 1,780.00

Factreton 610.30 11,307.01  10,319.30  2,052.20 1,601.20

Fish Hoek 2,487.90 2,703.50 19,334.35  13,141.50 1,399.90  3,242.80 2,583.70

Goodwood 2,785.80 2,694.80 32,250.10  33,403.50 7,116.00  6,938.30 

grassy Park 2,208.60 2,350.00 25,510.00  32,246.00 7,020.00  7,974.00 2,130.00

Green Point 2,570.00 3,350.00 22,880.00  23,570.00 3,240.00 1,850.00 3,250.00

Gugulethu 500.00 377.10 6,121.00  8,612.50 1,894.00 1,466.20 370.00

Hanover Park 1,690.00 1,343.40 17,448.00  16,106.50 1,006.50 2,026.00 1,200.00

Heathfield 8,868.80 6,768.12 90,643.66  74,941.85 19,153.20 18,531.35

Hermanus 2,872.80 3,491.25 22,349.30  28,048.10 4,692.70 560.00

Hout Bay 2,265.00 1,830.00 15,167.85  15,910.90 2,250.80 2,599.00 1,646.00

Khayelitsha QoA 2,550.00  - 

Khayeltisha St R 441.50 294.50 7,608.00  8,164.00 339.50

Kleinvlei 2,425.30 23,092.55  22,062.35 2,882.35 1,833.30 1,358.70

Koelenhof 229.10 4,117.25  3,993.65 1,308.15 1,500.00 274.20

Kommetjie 1,947.10 1,969.30 19,300.90  17,264.50 3,635.80 3,815.30

Kraaifontein 1,138.70 836.50 20,989.50  15,721.70 3,557.10 1,817.80 527.00

Kuils River 2,164.50 495.00 19,580.30  24,180.20 8,977.30 6,976.70 2,360.00

Lambert’s Bay 154.00 315.20 1,439.00  1,865.20 464.00 437.30 147.80

Langa 350.00 8,406.20  10,738.00 1,610.00 440.00

Lansdowne 7,090.50 7,582.70 59,840.50  48,078.20 4,967.35 6,707.40 5,216.80

Lavistown 1,960.50 1,911.00 21,104.00  21,641.00 2,390.00 6,020.00 1,345.00

Lentegeur 3,712.10 3,422.45 31,157.90  30,635.00 3,243.15 2,970.60 2,697.40

Maitland 2,970.00 2,689.30 19,655.48  23,315.80 3,617.10 3,766.90 2,982.25

Malmesbury 557.80 4,953.80  5,006.20 212.00

Manenberg 726.50 6,917.30 7,040.30 833.80 1,609.40 408.60

Matroosfontein 2,560.00 2,955.00 17,804.50  16,777.20 4,016.50 4,306.40 4,382.80

Milnerton 4,200.00 1,340.00 26,390.00  29,960.00 5,630.00

Mowbray 2,304.00 3,210.20 16,406.00  25,293.15 2,000.00 2,586.00 3,268.40

Newlands 3,436.70 4,163.90 34,182.40  35,514.70 2,751.00 0.00

Nyanga 4,520.00  2,828.00 1,252.00

Observatory 841.50 419.50 5,532.60  4,358.70 700.15 747.00 429.00

Overberg 450.00 5,690.00  4,930.00 570.00 560.00

Paarl 26,777.25  31,247.20 2,983.60 2,823.90

Parow 5,750.00 5,290.00 35,030.00  59,450.00 8,260.00 14,500.00 5,250.00

Parow Valley 2,190.00 1,510.00 17,164.50  19,963.50 2,350.00 3,680.00

Pinelands 2,883.85 2,476.70 28,362.55  23,852.75 2,370.00 1,901.85 2,705.70

Plumstead 6,041.10 5,306.80 44,424.70  45,920.20 4,202.20 7,023.30 5,215.30

Portuguese 811.30 757.85 4,903.60  6,430.20 1,062.10 1,466.00 707.80

retreat 1,480.00 1,469.00 16,290.00  12,200.00 

Rocklands 1,493.00 1,725.00 11,113.00  12,855.00 2,073.00 984.00

Rondebosch 8,469.30 7,556.80 74,552.40  60,069.80 15,144.30 14,965.60 5,176.60

Sea Point 5,030.00 3,650.00 28,078.00  22,273.00 6,700.00 3,000.00

Simon’s Town 24,499.00  23,220.00 

Somerset West 6,409.90 5,883.50 39,871.15  52,583.30 3,480.80 4,700.00

St James 2,177.60 3,588.60 19,086.14  18,131.15 2,564.30 4,411.60

Steenberg 2,370.00 25,303.40  21,979.30 3,529.50 2,705.30

Stellenbosch 3,000.00 3,000.00 26,515.25  30,675.65 4,207.05 8,402.35

Strand 4,810.00 4,070.00 47,917.00  35,620.00 3,010.00 2,700.00 3,580.00

Strandfontein 2,890.00 3,280.00 39,630.00  27,372.00 5,020.00 4,793.00 1,440.00

Table View 18,520.00 7,790.00 156,080.00  107,900.00 13,990.00 25,230.00 15,050.00

Tafelsig 487.40 610.00 8,113.89  10,612.65 1,184.50 1,132.20

Vredenburg 2,756.90 3,728.60 21,162.35  24,751.30 5,852.60 7,094.70 1,884.70

Welcome Estate 381.60 471.00 15,486.94  12,729.65 1,714.10 2,244.20 1,100.00

Westridge 2,500.00 1,800.00 28,233.50  25,100.00 1,500.00 1,100.00 1,500.00

Woodstock 690.00 420.00 10,375.00  7,130.00 1,500.00 1,000.00 550.00

Wynberg 5,344.90 5,110.00 42,693.76  41,748.53 7,573.10 5,962.30 4,530.80

TOTALS      R 185,655.67 165,499.47 1,787,567.14 1,734,899.84 244,400.60 284,652.85 121,138.15

On Wednesday 21 March (Human Rights Day) a cancer informa-
tion session was held at St Clare’s, Elsie’s River, hosted by Mrs 
Beulah Hill. It was held in conjunction with the PPC to inform 
the parish community how this disease affects our families 
and how to detect early signs, as well as a discussion around 
lifestyle and healthy ways of living. Mrs Hill has over 30 years 
of oncology experience. The parish wishes to thank her for this 
loving service.

The parish of St Clare, Elsie’s River hosted the annual Deacons 
Recommitment Mass on Sunday 26 April. You are the branches 
and Jesus is the Vine was the clear message given by Archbishop 
Stephen Brislin to the deacons in attendance. He thanked the 
deacons for their unconditional commitment and service of 
love to the church of Cape Town. A special thanks and blessing 
was also given to the deacons’ wives. The mass was concel-
ebrated by Fr Peter-John Pearson and parish priest Fr Job 
Kaleekaparampil. The evening celebration ended with refresh-
ments in the parish hall.

The Catholic Men’s Ministry gathered at Maryland, HanoverPark 
to show support to the Sisters and to make a stand against the 
injustice done to one of the Sisters. A Mass was celebrated 
by Men’s Chaplain, Father Paul Taylor, who said that all men 
should stand up and not keep quiet about the atrocities that 
bad men do in abusing woman and children. We pray that the 
Lord will give new strength and hope to the Sisters after the 
ugly ordeal. A huge thank you to the the men who supported 
this worthy iniative in prayer, as well with a donation of water 
to the convent.

A neighbourhood group celebrating Divine Mercy Sunday after 
having prayed the nine day novena together

Archbishop Brislin expresses his gratitude for your generosity, especially to the Mexico appeal.
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For information about CWD projects you can email info@cwd.org.za or visit www.cwd.org.za 
or FaceBook.com/CatholicWelfareAndDevelopment/

CATHOLIC COUNSELLING 
NETWORK

Interested in joining a network of 
lay volunteer counsellors?

If you are called to hear the voices of God’s 
children, counselling could be for you.

Please email info@cwd.org.za for more information.

No matter how rich or poor we 
are, how responsible we are or 
economically powerful, when 
rain does not fall from above 
no feat of human pride, science 
or cleverness can come close to 
meeting what God provides so 
freely.

The importance of water 
in scripture is well known: 
the first miracle of turning 
water into wine;  Jesus’ bap-
tism in the river Jordan; the 
time the disciples lost faith 
in a storm and the walking 
on water; the importance 
of being labelled Galileans 
after the Sea of Galilee; the 
prominence of water from 
the beginning of Jesus’ mira-
cles; and when blood and 
water gushed from Jesus’ side 
– associates and links this 
essential element for life to 
the divinity of Christ. As we 
face the current water crisis 
in the Western Cape, we not 
only have to come to terms 
with the obvious challenge 
that no water brings to the 
sustaining of life in the City 
– both at a physical level 
and already being felt at eco-
nomic and social levels – but 
as members of faith we also 
have to ref lect on the deeper 
impact of our spiritual lives 
without water.

Since February 2018, 
Catholic Welfare and 

Development has been hon-
oured to be part of water 
crisis management efforts 
with various organisations, 
but most importantly, with 
the City of Cape Town. 
Media and marketing and 
various other efforts from 
the City has led to a 45% 
reduction in consumption in 
the broader metropole, and 
while the prospects of Day 
Zero have created a major 
shift, we recognise with 
respect the efforts that many 
great women and men in 
public office who have played 
an amazing role. There has 
often been unfair criticism, 
caused by panic in various 
media and amongst house-
hold conversations, which is 
not uncommon when fear 
gets in the way of reason. 
When we run out of water 
and the social structure starts 
to crumble then it is all too 
easy to blame someone. And 
often while our anger or rage 
is real it can be targeted at 
the wrong people or persons. 
Anger and rage can also 
be unproductive: showing 
disquiet does not make the 
situation change but merely 
causes harm to those working 
to remedy the situation. We 
are honoured to be part of 
all Day Zero avoidance steps 
but also ready in the event 

BORN INTO WATER AND THE SPIRIT

Athlone Cultural Hub: The first Xhosa 
class kickstarted the 2018 series of 
lectures in partnership with the UCT 
Summer School.

We are very blessed to be a partner of 
Chilton Training and Placements who 
held a graduation ceremony at our head 
office – which they also use as their train-
ing centre. 80 graduates were honoured 
after receiving training as nannies and 
au pairs.

CWD attended a Superhero Puppet 
Making Workshop hosted by our part-
ners, the Butterfly Art Project in 
Vrygrond. Puppets from the workshop 
are to be displayed at the Civil Rights 
Civil Wrongs exhibition in Chicago later 
in the year with a focus on the use of 
puppetry in fighting social injustice.

Our Disaster Response Team continues 
to assess and respond to those affected 
by  flooding and shack fires. This photo-
graph was taken earlier in the year when 
more than 40 families were affected by 
fires in the Khayelitsha area.

Some of the CWD staff members who 
attended the Bi-centennial Celebration 
Procession through the streets of Cape 
Town earlier this year. 

of the need to respond should this 
day arrive. Through your prayers 
and support we hope to never have 
to do the latter.

How then has the fear of Day 
Zero affected our spiritual lives? 
For many the reality that we had 
become blind to the day to day 
struggles of the poor created dis-
comfort for the first time: when 2.5 
million Capetonians realised they 
did not want to queue for water 
– and that nearly R200 million 
and the army and every resource 
possible to make the experience 
pleasant was part of the plan – the 
reality that 1.5 million poorer co-
residents have been at Day Zero 
their whole lives without any secu-
rity and fuss became clearer; when 
farmers lost incomes and 200 000 
seasonal farmworkers lost their 
only income, the R38 billion loss 
to the economy was felt imme-
diately; when children became 
traumatised due to the messaging 
designed to save water, we all lost 
our unequal innocence and woke 
up to the only reality that matters, 

that no matter how rich or poor 
we are, how responsible we are or 
economically powerful, when rain 
does not fall from above no feat of 
human pride, science or cleverness 
could come close to meeting what 
God provides so freely. 

Desalination and all the aug-
mentation projects – should there 
be enough money and time to 
do them – would provide for a 
mere 20% of current water reduced 
needs. If we want to go back to pre-
restriction levels then we will only 
be able to provide 10% through all 
these majorly expensive political 
and financial projects. 

How humbling it is for us to real-
ise that God created such a won-
derful earth where water literally 
falls from the heavens. A resource 
from the first miracle to the last 
act in the life of Jesus requires so 
much more from us to respect and 
honour. The best way for us to do 
so is to love one another as we have 
been commanded to do and to let 
our Father who knows our needs 
provide for them.

IN BRIEF


