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On Saturday 10th August 2019, Joseph 
Chimfwembe and Alfredo van der 
Schyff were ordained to the priesthood 
and Theo April was ordained to the 
transitional diaconate by Archbishop 
Stephen Brislin at Our Lady Help of 
Christians, Lansdowne. 

In his homily, Archbishop Brislin 
encouraged the three men to pursue 
their ministries with generosity and 
cheerfulness. He said that ordination 
to the priesthood and the diaconate 
are “vocations of love” and they can 
only be fruitful if they are practiced 
with an attitude of abandonment of 

Archdiocese celebrates ordination  
to Priesthood and Diaconate

self and openness to God.
The archbishop urged them to 

foster unity among one another and 
immerse themselves in a life of faith, 
which is instrumental to bringing 
the world of Christ to the people. 
He encouraged them to let go of 
the temptation to individualism. This 
would help them listen to the needs of 
the people and understand the human 
condition, so that that they are better 
able to accompany their parishioners. 

The good attendance at the ordina-
tion Mass ref lected the innate reli-
gious character of the human person, 

as well as the way in which the call 
to serve God impacts so positively in 
people’s lives.  

The congregation included a large 
number of vibrant youth from our 
archdiocese, and so one only hopes  
that the ordination has been a type 
of catalyst to help kindle the spark of  
vocation to the priesthood in the lives 
of some of those who were present.

Dcn Theo April & Spotlight Africa
Fr Joseph has been appointed as assist-

ant priest at Somerset West, Fr Alfredo as 
assistant priest at Stellenbosch, and Dcn 
Theo as parish deacon at Paarl.

L-R: Fr Joseph Chimfwembe, Archbishop Stephen Brislin, 
 Fr Alfredo van der Schyff, Dcn Theo April and Dcn Rodney Williams

unus Deus et Pater omnium

Bishop Sylvester 
David’s Coat of Arms

The motto 
unus Deus et Pater omnium is an 
excerpt from ephesians 4:6 and is 
translated as “one god and Father of 
all”. Omnium literally means everything 
– including the ecology. This expression 
was chosen as an encouragement to us 
to embrace to a greater extent the high 
calling to live as god’s children by car-
ing for each other and for the ecology.

The shield
The shield is separated into four quad-
rants by the Oblate (OMI) Cross. The 
four motifs from the top left quadrant 
and continuing clockwise are Heart, 
Holy Spirit, Apostles, and Sacred Fire. 
These depict the advice to the oblates 
from St Eugene de Mazenod, their 
Founder, who wrote: “Your destiny 
is to be apostles, and so tend within 
your hearts the sacred fire that the 
Holy Spirit lights there...” (Eugene de 
Mazenod, Nov 17, 1851). Notice that 
the heart comprises fingerprints. This 
was the artist’s way of depicting the 
incarnation. The apparent repetition 
in the symbols of Sacred Fire and Holy 
Spirit derive from the writing of St de 
Mazenod who saw the Sacred Fire as 
being lit by the Holy Spirit. In other 
words, Sacred Fire is caused by the 
Holy Spirit.

Auxiliary Bishop ordained for 
the Archdiocese of Cape Town
The stream of missionary zeal that 

carried the sons of Saint Eugene 
de Mazenod from France to Durban, 
and into the vast interior beyond, has 
turned south to bring Sylvester David 
OMI to the Mother City as Auxiliary 
Bishop of the Archdiocese of Cape 
Town.

Over a thousand of the faithful 
joined bishops, priests and religious 
at the City Hall in Cape Town on 25 
August 2019 to share in his joyful ordi-
nation by Archbishop Stephen Brislin, 
who gave thanks for blessing our arch-
diocese with an auxiliary bishop. 

“It has taken many years for this day 
to come but come it has, and we are 
confident that it is the kairos, the right 
moment for it to happen.”  Cape Town 
has been without an auxiliary bishop 
since Bishop Reginald Cawcutt, who 
served from 1992 to 2002.

He said he had no doubt that he 
spoke on behalf of all in the archdio-
cese when he said to Bishop Sylvester: 
“Welcome. We are delighted and 

overjoyed to have you here. We hope 
that you will be happy living here and 
that your ministry will bear much 
fruit.

“You will find, as I did, that the 
priests, deacons, religious and laity 
of this archdiocese are welcoming, 
hospitable and supportive. We have 
our troubles and difficulties, but there 
is a great love for the Church and a 
joyful energy. The faith of people has 
always been a great source of strength 
for me – may it be so for you as well.

In drawing attention to some of 
the challenging signs of the times, 
Archbishop Brislin said: “We can only 
fulfil our call and our mission if we 
strive to love more sincerely, more 
tenderly each day. And this must be 
especially true of a bishop, something 
of which we need to frequently remind 
ourselves. 

Archbishop Brislin noted that it 
was a challenging time to be a bishop, 
being called to respond to a cul-
ture of indifference, the scandal of 
sexual abuse of minors by clergy and a 
time of disillusionment with leaders - 
whether they were political, economic 
or church leaders – but facing these 
challenges. He emphasised that this 
“is the mission of the Church”. 

Before the Rite of Ordination, the 
Papal Bull, signed by Pope Francis, 
was read out by the Papal Nuncio, 
Archbishop Peter Wells, who then 
handed over the scroll to Bishop 
Sylvester.

At the end of the celebration Fr Neil 
Frank, Provincial of the Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate (OMI), said thank 
you to Bishop Sylvester for all that 
he had contributed as a committed 
member of the Oblate Congregation. 
He also said that although Bishop 
Sylvester was no longer under the 
authority of the Oblate leadership, he 
would always be a valued member of 
the Oblate family.

The President of the SACBC, 
Bishop Sithembele Sipuka, also spoke 
at the end of Mass. He expressed his 
gratitude and appreciation that Bishop 
Sylvester was now part of the Bishops’ 
Conference and that his wisdom and 
knowledge would be added to the 
Bishops’ decision making processes in 
facing future challenges of the Church 
in Southern Africa.

In the final word of the afternoon, 
Bishop Sylvester expressed his joy 
at being chosen to serve as auxiliary 
bishop in Cape Town. He pledged 
his unconditional support and loyalty 
to Archbishop Stephen Brislin and 
thanked him for the cordial way in 
which he had welcomed him into the 
Archdiocese, and felt priviledged to 
share in his ministry. 

He thanked Pope Francis, as well 
as Archbishop Wells, the Nuncio, for 
the trust they had placed in him. He 
also thanked the clergy, the religious, 
and the laity of Cape Town for the 
warm welcome extended to him. He 
made special mention of the Chancery 

staff whose gestures of welcome were 
particularly meaningful.

He spoke of those he missed at the 
celebration, especially his friend and 
fellow Oblate, Bishop Barry Wood. 
They were the best of friends and 
confidantes to each other, but he 
felt the presence of Bishop Barry’s 
spirit during the celebration. He also 
mentioned how much he missed his 
parents and his brother Des, who were 
deceased. 

He acknowledged the part his 
mother played in giving him the faith, 
saying that Cedara and Rome had 
given him the language of thelogy, but 
his mother had given him the faith on 
which it was all based.

Finally, he gave a special word of 
thanks to his Oblate family for their 
care and support of him and that it 
was a particular privilege being a 
member of the Oblate family.

It is no doubt that his fellow Oblates, 
already serving in Rocklands and 
Mfuleni, will be greatly encourged by 
the ordination of a confrere as Bishop 

Bishop Sylvester lies prostrate during the singing of the Litany of the Saints; the imposition of hands by Archbishop Stephen Brislin, the principal consecrator; and Archbishop Brislin 
anoints Bishop Sylvester’s head with the Oil of Chrism. Please see our website www.adct.org.za for more pictures and for a live streaming of the celebration.

in the Archdiocese of Cape Town.
Co-written by Sydney Duval, 

Stephen Docherty & Mark Renaud

Bishop Sylvester is handed 
the Book of the Gospels 

during the Rite of Ordination

Bishop Sylvester receives 
the Bishop’s mitre
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Greetings from the Youth Office!

Our Youth have had a busy year so 
far and we’ve had a great time engag-
ing with youth and leaders through 
parish and archdiocesan activities. 
Below are some of the things we’ve 
been up to and also have coming up 
soon.

YOUTH DAY 2019
On Saturday 15 June we embraced 
the long Youth Day weekend at Our 
Lady Help of Christians, Lansdowne 
with Mass celebrated by Archbishop 
Stephen Brislin followed by a light 
lunch, activities and praise and worship 
led by the NeT Team who ran their last 
mission in Cape Town that day.

YOUTH LEADERSHIP TRAINING
On Saturday 20 July Dominique, the assistant to the Youth 
Chaplain, led a training workshop at the Chancery on how to 
run events and retreats. This is one of the few trainings that will 
continue throughout the year. The next workshop will be led by 
Fr Charles about Spirituality and Self-Care for leaders and their 
teams, on Saturday 2 November 2019. We encourage all youth 
leaders, especially co-ordinators, to attend.

TAIZÉ PRAYER EVENINGS
This year our Youth Chaplaincy has been hosting Prayer Evenings, 
led by the brothers of Taizé in our Archdiocese, to promote 
the Pilgrimage of Trust taking place on 25-29 September 2019. 
We encourage all young people to register and take part in this 
opportunity of a life-time. We appreciate the generosity of all the 
families that have offered to host guests from outside of Cape 
Town and from around the world, in their homes!

SAVE THE DATE!
Two of our biggest events are coming up towards the end of the year 
and we encourage all young adults and youth leaders to diarise these 
dates! The Youth Leaders Forum will focus on Christus Vivit – Pope 
Francis’ message to young people, and how we can implement it in our 
local parishes. Two to three young adults or youth leaders should attend 
from each parish in our archdiocese.

The year will then end with a ‘Fearless’ themed Camp Testify for all 
young adults. Please also see the CPD calendar on page 7.

Peace and Blessings
Dominique Yon
Assistant to the Youth Chaplain

On the 14th September we cel-
ebrate – as we do every year – 
the Feast of the exaltation of the 
Cross, an important reminder 
to all who follow Christ that it 
is through the Cross that we 
are saved. Catholics are very 
insistent that we have cruci-
fixes to serve as a symbolic 
representation of this fact of 
our redemption – we need to 
be reminded that the physical 
crucifixion of Jesus is not “nul-
lified” by his resurrection and 
ascension, and that the way to 
the Father and his Kingdom is 
through the Cross. 

When we see the crucifix we 
also remember that Christ is still 
crucified today as his mystical 
body continues to suffer in many 
places of the world. Where the 
“least of his brothers and sis-
ters” are persecuted, are hungry, 
thirsty or naked, when they are 
sick or in prison, the whole body 
of Christ suffers. That is why 
there will always be a place in 
heaven for those that respond 
to Christ, speaking through his 
suffering people, “when I was 
hungry you gave me to eat, when 
I was thirsty you gave me to 
drink....” (Matthew 25:35-40). 
The Cross leads us to have a 
“heart of flesh” and not a “heart 
of stone” (Ezekiel 36:26) and 
to see beyond our own needs, 
wants and sufferings and rather 
to see the needs of others.

When we recognize the sac-
rifice and complete self-giving 
of Jesus on the Cross, how he 
laid down his life not for the 
righteous but for sinners (cf. 

Romans 5:6-10) - and when we 
see the depth of suffering that so 
many others endure – then we 
are able willingly and patiently 
to accept our own cross in life, 
without complaint or grumble. 
Christianity cannot promise 
material prosperity to people, 
or an easy or problem-free 
life. We know that following 
Christ means walking the path of 
Calvary. What makes us different 
from others is the hope we have 
in salvation and Resurrection, 
knowing that the end of the Way 
of the Cross is new life in the 
light of god’s Kingdom.

every celebration of holy 
Mass is a participation in the 
events of golgotha as we “recall” 
(which does not mean we simply 
remember what happened, but 
we become part of what hap-
pened) Jesus’ salvific death and 
the reconciliation he achieved 
between god and mankind. 
Participating in this Sacrifice that 
is offered at every Mass, we are 
united with all our brothers and 
sisters in the Body of Christ, 
making us one people in giving 
glory and praise to him, com-
mitting ourselves to the humble 
service of our neighbour. May we 
never lose sight of how central 
the eucharist is to Christian life. 
May we never lose sight of the 
Cross as we strive to live our 
lives as best we can, seeking 
holiness.

+Stephen Brislin
Archbishop of Cape Town
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Several thousand young adults will 
gather from South Africa, other African 
countries and beyond, in a Pilgrimage 
of Trust:

Celebrating Christ, •	
Source of peace and 
true reconciliation
Praying, singing, being in •	
silence and sharing faith
Discovering people of differ-•	
ent cultures and their lives
Experiencing the Church •	
as a ferment of unity 
and communion
Accommodation with •	
local families 

They wwill begin arriving at the central venue 
(St Joseph’s Marist College, Rondebosch) on 
Wed 25 September. 
As they arrive, they will be given informa-
tion and material for the meeting and will 
be then transported to their host churches. 
They will be assigned their accommodation, 
go to visit their hosts, and leave their bag. 

They will then be transported backwards 
and forwards from their host churches 
to the central venue at various stages for 
meetings, workshops, prayer, meals, etc.

The programme will end on Sunday 29 
September.
For further details on the programme out-
line, or for late registrations, please contact 
your parish or the Brothers of Taize at 
capetown@taize.fr

THE BROTHERS OF TAIzé
The ecumenical Community of Taizé was founded in 1940 by Brother Roger in the small village of Taizé, France. Today 
the Community comprises about 100 brothers from over 30 countries. They make a lifelong monastic commitment 
and live entirely by their own work. The brothers seek the visible unity of Christians, and welcome young adults for 
meetings and retreats both in Taizé itself and, in co-operation with local churches, in cities around the world. Other 
stages of the pilgrimage of trust have been held in Johannesburg (1995), Calcutta (2006), Cochabamba - Bolivia (2007), 
Nairobi (2008), Manila (2010), Santiago - Chile (2010), Berlin (2011), Kigali (2012), Cotonou - Benin (2016), Basel (2017), 
Hong Kong (2018), Beirut (March 2019) and many other cities.

Brothers of Taizé can also be contacted at: Saint Bartholomew’s Church Hall, 73 Upper Queens Road, Walmer Estate, 
Cape Town 7925 • capetown@taize.fr • http://www.taize.fr/capetown • br Luc 076 576 9474 luc@taize.fr • brother 
Francesco, 067 214 4008, francesco@taize.fr • br Claudio 081 349 4012 claudio@taize.fr • br Paolo 072 228 3526 
brpaolo@taize.fr



ARCHDIOCESAN NEWS
July-September 2019 4

Theology 
Today

Mgr Andrew Borello

There is a gradual changing of 
the face of our parishes and the 
ways in which people view a 
parish. While many people still 
have an attachment to a parish 
long after they have left the area, 
there are many others who feel 
less attachment and are happy to 
shop around for the best liturgy 
or preaching. Clearly the idea of 
“parish” is not confined to the 
geographical area that a person 
lives in. This presents a challenge 
in terms of the pastoral care that 
is given to people.

Another challenge, in terms of 
the parish, is the theological and 
pastoral shift that is taking place. 
This is all about the model of 
Church that one operates out 
of – the provided for Church, the 
Church of the priest’s extended 
arms, the Church of the validity 
of lay ministries and laity in gen-
eral, the Church where Christ is 
the centre and all work together 
in him (Collaborative ministry and 
life), and the Church that is a com-
munity of communities in Christ 
fulfilling the Mission of Christ, 
the Mission of the Church. It is 
all about a gradual unfolding of 
the true identity of the Church in 
terms of people being evangelised 
and in that shifting their identity 
as Church.

evangelisation remains the prior-
ity issue. The Church exists to 
evangelise and clearly needs to 
be evangelised in order to evan-
gelise. Such evangelisation brings 
about the shift of the model of 
the Church out of which the par-
ish functions and expresses itself. 
This, therefore, remains the pri-
ority issue of our activity. This is 
a dual activity – to be evangelised 
in order to evangelise. a serious 
problem that the Church faces 
is the fact that we have placed 
our focus and effort on sacra-
mentalising people rather than 
evangelising them. This requires 
a huge shift in our thinking and 
pastoral practise.

Divine Renovation has captured 
the imagination and zeal of numer-

ous communities. It is a vision of 
what the Church needs to be and 
could be if there were a thorough 
evangelisation. This needs to be a 
serious consideration for each and 
every parish community. one of 
the tools of such renovation/ evan-
gelisation is alpha. It was designed 
to bring the unchurched to Christ 
and to faith in the presentation of 
the basic Christian keygma (teach-
ing of faith). The concept of the 
process is to draw people to a faith 
commitment/ basic evangelisation 
into a faith relationship with the 
person of Jesus.

any tool is just that – a means to 
achieve a required goal – in this 
case evangelisation The problem is 
when the tool becomes an end in 
itself. In this case alpha becomes a 
way of life where people year after 
year do Alpha, instead of moving 
on in the process of evangelisa-
tion and living out a deepening 
faith relationship with god in the 
community. The aim of alpha is 
to reach out to the unchurched, 
bring them to faith and then to 
lead them in community to live 
out their new found faith. Since 
it is a means of evangelising peo-
ple, it can easily be adapted to 
people who believe and yet need 
to deepen their faith. alpha is a 
great tool for basic evangelisation, 
but it can be misused as a means 
of avoiding thee true demands of 
realising the Church. People can 
become alpha groupies rather 
than true evangelisers and forma-
tors of Church

Perhaps the most radical shift is 
that of taking the Church from 
being one of maintenance to mis-
sion. This is what evangelisation 
is ultimately all about. This is 
the most radical shift in terms 
of Church identity. For too long 
and for convenience, we have 
maintained the status quo of the 
parish – maintained it instead of 
allowing it to flourish in order to 
achieve the Mission of the Church. 
Ultimately it is all about where 
our focus lies in whom we wish to 
be as Church.

ABOVE LEFT: Archbishop Stephen Brislin met with Sr Joanna Buckley from the Schoenstatt Sisters’ General 
Council for English-speaking Provinces (left) and Sr Joanne Petersen, Provincial of the South African 
Province of Schoenstatt Sisters (right); ABOVE RIGHT: Archbishop Brislin also met with the Provincial of the 
Claretian Fathers of the West Nigeria Province, Fr Daniel Onyeayana (second from left). Claretian Fathers 
John Paul Achi (left) and Emmanuel Eyeowa (right) are currently serving the parish of Hout Bay.

In April this year I had the privilege 
of being one of two people selected by 
our bishops to represent the SACBC 
at the 11th Youth Forum in Rome. 
All I knew was that there would be 
young people from around the world 
and that we would discuss the imple-
mentation of Christus Vivit (Christ is 
Alive) which is a post-synodal apos-
tolic exhortation by Pope Francis, 
written in response to the Fifteenth 
Ordinary General Assembly of the 
Synod of Bishops, on young people, 
faith and vocational discernment, 
held from 3 to 28 October 2018. 

The forum started on 19 June 
when we were introduced to over 
250 people from approximately 100 
countries, each representing Bishops’ 
Conferences, societies and move-
ments. My initial concern was the 
language barrier and I could not 
fathom how we could all possibly 
communicate effectively, let alone 
work together or relate to one anoth-
er. 

We were introduced to the Synodal 
journey to Christus Vivit and the 
participation of young people in the 
entire process. All delegates were 
split into small groups according to 
our preference of the set languages 
(English, Italian, Spanish and 
French) and each included at least 
one representative from most con-
tinents. Despite the initial commu-
nication challenge, it was very clear 
throughout the forum that although 
we were all very different, that we 
face the same common challenges 
with our youth and the church. One 
of the many things that stood out 
for me was a testimony of someone’s 
horrific experience when living in 
the Middle East where they were 
not able to celebrate Mass or even 

YOUTH FORUm 2019

mention Jesus’ name, or they would 
be imprisoned. We often complain 
about our personal, economic and 
ministry issues and challenges but 
hearing this has made me extremely 
grateful for all that we have in South 
Africa, including the freedom to 
share our faith, which we often take 
for granted.

We celebrated truly diverse Masses 
daily and had numerous opportu-
nities to meet different delegates 
during meals and activities, and 
after the official programme in the 
evenings. The last two days of the 
forum focused on why and how we 
can spread the news of Christus Vivit 
when we returned, and suggestions 
were made as to how we can work 
together to share ideas, materials and 
resources. These will be addressed at 
our upcoming Youth Leaders’ Forum 
taking place at Langa Parish Hall on 
Saturday 5 October 2019, where we 
expect youth representatives from 
all parishes in our Archdiocese to 
attend.

The highlight of my experience 
was on Saturday 22 June when all 
delegates celebrated Mass at St 
Peter’s Basilica. We then walked to 
the Vatican for a private meeting 
with Pope Francis, which seemed 
quite surreal, where he privately 
greeted each individual in attend-
ance, and I shall never forget the 
moment that he repeated my name 
with delight! Pope Francis was very 
down to earth and did not want 
any formalities; the experience was 
exceptionally welcoming and a per-
fect way to conclude a motivating 
and inspiring Youth Forum.

I am enormously grateful to have 
had this once in a lifetime oppor-
tunity and continue to be motivated 
to spread the news of Christus Vivit 
and its inspiring messages which 
guide and inspire not only young 
people but all Christians throughout 
the world. It can, however, only 
be truly implemented effectively if 
each of us live out the message as 
individuals, and particularly within 
our parishes. I therefore encourage 
everyone to read Christus Vivit  and 
be a part of a much needed change 
in embracing our young people. We 
are not merely the future of the 
church, we ARE the church and 
should be seen and represented as 
such within parish ministries and 
pastoral councils. This way we can 
all contribute towards Pope Francis’ 
vision stating “young people are not 
meant to be discouraged; they are 
meant to dream great things, to seek 
vast horizons, to aim higher, to take 
on the world, to accept challenges 
and to offer the best of themselves to 
the building of something better.”

Dominique Yon
Assistant to the Youth Chaplain

Delegates at the Youth Forum gather for a 
group photo at St Peter’s Basilica

Dominique Yon, Assistant to the Youth Chaplain, greets Pope 
Francis at the Youth Forum at the Vatican in April this year
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Towards the end of 2018 a beautiful 
and functional building for our new 
skills training centre was completed 
with the help of overseas donors. For 
this we specially thank Streetwise 
Buildings Project from Ireland, a 
group of volunteers who were, and 
still are, strongly committed to our 
project. They have not only fund-
raised for our building, but commit-
ted themselves with expertise and 
good will, and also worked on-site.

It is now furnished and equipped 
with all that is needed for our train-
ing programmes. This was achieved 
with international and local dona-
tions. Special thanks to Accenture 
Building Projects from Cape Town 
and the Archdiocese of Cape Town 
for their significant and valuable 
contributions. 

Salesian Sisters open skills training centre in Delft
The name of the centre is Don 

Bosco Delft Skills Training Centre, 
located at 71 Caledon Street in 
Leiden, Delft  

We are currently running three 
training programmes:

1) Catering and Food Preparation
2) Computer and Reception 
3) Housekeeping and Cleaning 
Before attending any of the above-

mentioned courses, the trainees 
must attend a three week Life Skills 
Training Programme, which is com-
pulsory. 

We cater for young people between 
the ages of 16 and 24 years – those 
who are unemployed or who have 
dropped out of school. The aim of 
the programmes is to train young 
people with employable skills, and 
hopefully make a difference in their 

lives and in the lives of their families 
and communities. 

The cost for the Catering and 
Food Preparation course is R120, 
and R120 for Housekeeping and 
Cleaning.

In order to attend the Computer 
and Reception Programme the young 
person must have completed Grade 
12 (it doesn’t matter the results, as 
long they have completed it). The 
cost for this is R150. 

The cost of running an institution 
of this kind is high, especially when 

the requested fee is so minimal, so 
we appeal to people of generous 
hearts to come forward and support 
our centre in any way possible. There 
are many people who have good 
resources and good hearts and who 
are very sensitive to the needs of 
an institution at the service of the 
community, and whose youth need to 
be offered new possibilities in their 
lives. Our contact email is delftpro-
jectfma@gmail.com 

Your contribution to making our 
new centre known will be greatly 

appreciated. We aim to encourage 
as many young people that we can 
reach. The Don Bosco Delft Skills 
Training Centre is a beacon of hope 
for the young people of Delft and 
the neighbouring townships of the 
Cape Flats.

Thanking you in advance for your 
kind response to our request.

Sr Ana Maria Mainero FMA
Project Director
Don Bosco Delft Skills Training 

Centre, 021 956 0102 or 060 419 
5094.

Some of the young people being trained at the Don Bosco Skills Training Centre in Delft

The parish of St Clare, Elsie’s River 
celebrated its 40th anniversary on 
Sunday 11th August – and what an 
awesome day it turned out to be! 

The Mass was celebrated by 
Archbishop Stephen Brislin, together 
with auxiliary bishop-elect Sylvester 
David, as well as visiting priests 
Robert Bissel and Gérardo Garcia. 
Our joy was also proudly extended 
by congratulating our newly ordained 
deacon, Theo April, to a huge roar of 
approval from the congregation. 

PPC Chairperson Wayne Carolissen 
gave a brief synopsis of the parish 
history and welcomed all dignitaries 
present, including parish priest Fr 
Job, Deacons Joseph Arulandu and 
Rodney Williams, and acolyte John 
Taylor. All visitors present, namely 
the French Congolese and Indian 
communities who added to what was 

St Clare’s celebrate 40 year anniversary
a blessed Eucharistic celebration, were 
warmly welcomed. 

The Church building was first 
opened in 1981 and consecrated in 
1988 by the late Cardinal Owen 
McCann, in trying and difficult 
conditions.The first PPC was led by 
chairperson and prayer group leader 
Albert Hector and Willie Albertyn 
and many others, who laid the foun-
dation stones of our parish. We give 
honour to the late Deacon Arthur 
Classen and his wife Veronica, who 
were stalwarts of the parish. We also 
honour present living members Doris 
Petersen who was one of the first 
catechists and leaders of the Legion 
of Mary, as well as Joe Morgan who 
was one of the first Eucharistic min-
isters serving the parish (on foot, in 
those early days). We applaud our first 
PPC members of 40 years ago (Hazel 

Hector, Cecilia Josephs, Trevor Hill, 
Yvonne Cloete and Mrs Albertyn) 
who still live true to their faith today. 
Mrs Doris Petersen lit a candle in 
memory of all past parishioners who 
built this community. We also had 
the honour of having present the first 
altar servers in the Mass of 40 years 
ago – what a proud moment indeed! 

The offertory was led by a beauti-
ful drum beat and African rhythm, 
as food was offered for the poor. 

A tribute to St Clare was read by 
our Confirmandi and the St Clares 
liturgical dancers set a prayerful 
ref lection. Fr Job thanked everyone 
who made the day special and gave 
all visiting religious a mug and bro-
chure. All dignitaries, parishioners 
and children were invited to a meal 
in the hall as Dcn Theo signed auto-
graphs and bravely posed for photos 
in the Cape suidooster. As people of 
God we wish him all the best on his 

journey to the priesthood.
The day fizzled out on the grass 

with families braaing under the dark 
clouds and drizzle. May St Clare pray 
with us as our Lord Jesus continues to 
bless our 40 years as we continue our 
vision to prayer, serving with love, and 
growing our faith.To all who made the 
celebration a huge success, thank you 
and God bless.

With heartfelt gratitude 
Wayne Carolissen 

L-R: John Taylor (acolyte), Fr Gerardo Garcia CS, Fr Robert Bissell, Bishop-elect Sylvester David OmI, 
Archbishop Stephen Brislin, Fr Job Kaleekaparampil mSFS, Dcn Joseph Arulandu and Dcn Theo April

Archbishop Brislin blesses a child during the 
Offertory, assisted by Dcn Theo April

Grassy Park Parish held it’s second 
all-night vigil for the Feast of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus on 28 June 
2019. In 2017 the attendance was 
affected by the cold weather, but this 
time around we were blessed to have 
no less than ten people in the presence 
of the Blessed Sacrament during the 
midnight to 3am shift. “Praise the 
Lord!”, as Fr Baiju would say.

The church foyer and sanctuary were 
beautifully adorned, which added to the 

atmosphere of reverence and love for 
our dear Lord. The vigil began with 
worship hymns led by St Clement’s 
band, as well as prayers for various needs 
and an act of consecration to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus. Even though it was still 
very cold during the night, more people 
stayed for the full 12 hours than in 
2017. They were well prepared for the 
chilly night. The rosary was prayed and 
we sang the age-old hymn that we still 
cherish so dear in our hearts “Heart of 

Grassy Park celebrate the Feast of the Sacred Heart
Jesus meek and mild”.

However the parishioners were con-
tent to just be present and have that 
quiet time with the Blessed Sacrament, 
offering up their prayers and petitions 
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Our vigil 
closed with Holy Mass at 7am, cel-
ebrated by Fr Noble Jose. May we never 
forget the promise of Jesus, that “those 
who shall promote this devotion shall 
have their names written in my Heart”.

Teresa Roberts 
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CPLO Roundtables

Reflecting on our Relationships with the Living Earth, 21 may 2019
L-R: Lovedonia Mkansi, Fr Peter-John Pearson (Director, CPLO), Vainola Makan 
(SAFCEI), Nita Makanjee (Bruhma Kumaris – Western Cape)

Appropriate Technologies and Sustainable Development, may 2019
L-R: Mr David Hees, Ms Lovedonia Mkansi (Programme Manager, CPLO), Ms Tanaka 
Shumba & Mr Mmboneni Muofhe

Gender-based Violence and the Implementation of the Domestic 
violence Act, 20 June 2019  L-R: Ms Joan Armstrong, Ms Lois Law (Project Co- 
ordinator, CPLO), Adv. Bronwyn Pithey, Ms Lisa Vetten & Adv. Tarisai Mchuchu

Youth Unemployment Service – making a dent in Youth Unemployment, 
04 July 2019. L-R: Kenny Pasensie (Project Co-ordinator, CPLO), Bongiwe Beja & Fr 
Peter-John Pearson (Director, CPLO)

Street address The Grimley, 14 Tuin Plein (off Hope Street) Cape Town

Books, repository, vestments, gifts, and much more.
Mail orders accepted.

P O Box 379
Cape Town
8000
Tel 021 465 5904
Fax 021 461 0785
www.catholicbookshop.co.za
custserv.cbs@mweb.co.za

APC EXECUTIVE: At an Archdiocesan Pastoral Council (APC) meeting held at St Anthony’s, Langa, 
Brandon Paulse, Luzuko Tseku, Denzel Swartz, and Bernadette Ross were elected to serve on the newly 
created executive of the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council for the next three years. They are seen here with 
Archbishop Stephen Brislin and Bishop Sylvester David OmI (the new Auxiliary Bishop of Cape Town).

On 26 June 2019 the parish of Grassy 
Park gathered at Saint Gerard’s 
Church, Parkwood Estate where Holy 
Mass was celebrated and a delight-
ful gathering afterwards marked the 
official retirement of Deacon George 
(Toby) Paynter, at the remarkable age 
of 97 years. 

Reverend Paynter was the third 
from the first group of twenty can-
didates to be ordained to the perma-
nent diaconate in the history of the 
Archdiocese of Cape Town, in 1980.

Fr Peter-John Pearson was the main 
celebrant and was ably assisted by 
parish priest Fr Baiju MSFS, assistant 
priest Fr Noble MSFS, and former 
parishioner Fr Brandon West.   

In his homily, Fr Peter-John spoke 
about relationships and the good 
promise of God and his faithfulness 
to those who incline their hearts to 
him and walk in his ways. 

In faithful relationship with God, 
manifested in Christ, Deacon Paynter 
marked his calling in total trust as a 
co-worker in apostolic ministry. For 
39 years, from the day of his ordina-
tion on 6 July 1980 by Bishop Stephen 
Naidoo CSsR, until his retirement 
under Archbishop Stephen Brislin he 
fulfilled God’s plan amidst his own 
limitations and challenges by remain-

A faithful service to the diaconate

ing faithful to his calling. 
In sharing about his ministry, he 

drew on the profound experience of 
home visits over the years, where he 
not only ministered to others but 
also experienced God’s grace through 
ministry – especially when officiating 
at funerals and burial services. By 
Deacon Paynter’s own admittance, 
preaching was not his forte but it did 
not stop him from catechising on 
Church teaching and the Word.

In planning this event we came 
to discover that in his younger days 
Deacon Paynter was a keen cricket 
player for his club and even captained 

his side. This information helped us 
understand why his ‘life’s run-rate’ is 
so impressive. Follow these stats:

97 years of age – not out / 55 years 
of ‘batting partnership’ in marriage 
to Mrs Paynter – not out / 48 years 
as a founding member of St Gerard’s 
Church – not out / 45 years working 
for one company before it closed its 
doors – a draw / 39 years as an active 
deacon – retired. Even Fr Baiju and Fr 
Noble conceded that Deacon Paynter’s 
illustrious career and high score rate 
could not be matched by any of the top 
Indian cricketers. 

As a parish it is paramount that 
we thank God, who called Reverend 
Paynter to be a deacon in the Church. 
Thank you, Deacon, for your faithful 
response and self less works of charity 
in your faith community and to Mrs 
Paynter who self lessly supported you. 
You have made an indelible mark 
on the life of this parish, which has 
earned you the title of Elder in this 
community. No community is whole 
without the presence of its elders, 
from whom to draw wisdom and 
guidance. Therefore, St Paul reminds 
you that even as a retiree, your witness 
continues “serving the saints, as you 
still do.”

Shawn Lotters
Parishioner

The Class of 2019 
from Our Lady of 
The Rosary parish, 
Hanover Park who 
were Confirmed 
by Archbishop 
Stephen Brislin. 
Joining them 
for the photo 
is Archbishop 
Brislin and parish 
priest Fr Tumelo 
Paul Pone SDB.

CATECHISTS from St Joseph’s Parish in Goodwood and surrounding 
parishes completed the 12 week Catechetical Formation Programme 
– an initial training in Catechesis



ARCHDIOCESAN NEWS
July-September 2019 7

SEP 2 19.30 Marriage Preparation: Six Mondays at St Stephen’s, Rocklands. Phone 021 392 3647.

4 19.00-21.00 Theology Course at the Chancery

7 09.30-12.30 Catechetics: First Confession Workshop 2 at OLHC, Lansdowne

10 19.30 Marriage Preparation: Six Tuesdays at St Mary of the Angels, Athlone. Phone 083 456 9447.

11 Marriage Preparation: Six Wednesdays at Immaculate Conception, Parow. Phone 082 969 5886.

11 19.00-21.00 Theology Course at the Chancery

14 09.30-12.30 CFP Training (8) at Lansdowne, Makhaza, Parow, Strand, West Coast, Westridge

18 19.00-21.00 Theology Course at the Chancery

19 19.30 Marriage Preparation: Six Thursdays at St Mary’s, Retreat. Phone 083 279 1083.

21 09.30-12.30 RCIA Training (7) at St Ignatius, Claremont

24 Youth: Shrine to Shrine Pilgrimage. Contact the Youth office for further details

25 -29th Youth: Taize Pilgrimage of Trust at St Joseph’s Marist College, Rondebosch

28 -29th engaged encounter Weekend at Maryland. Contact Beryl at palbil@telkomsa.net

OCT 2 19.00-21.00 Theology Course at the Chancery

2 19.00 Marriage Preparation: Six Wednesdays at OLQP, Grassy Park. Phone 021 706 1570.

4 -6th Marriage Encounter Weekend at Maryland Retreat Centre. Phone 081 355 1304.

5 09.00-13.00 Catechetical Festival at OLHC, Lansdowne

5 09.00 Youth Leaders’ Forum at St Anthony’s Hall, Langa

8 19.00 Young Adults Talk – Cohabitation, at OLPH Hall, Bellville

9 19.00-21.00 Theology Course at the Chancery

12 09.30-12.30 RCIA Training (8) at St Ignatius, Claremont

16 19.00-21.00 Theology Course at the Chancery

16 19.30 Marriage Preparation: Six Wednesdays at Mater Dei, Parow Valley. Phone 072 862 2240.

19 10.00 SPRED Mass of Thanksgiving at Our Lady of the Rosary, Hanover Park

23 19.00-21.00 Theology Course at the Chancery

26 09.30-12.30 Catechists’ Retreat (2) at OLHC, Lansdowne

26 -27th engaged encounter Weekend at Maryland. Contact Beryl at palbil@telkomsa.net

30 19.00-21.00 Theology Course Mass of Thanksgiving at the Chancery

NOV 2 09.30-12.30 APC meeting at St Anthony’s, Langa

2 09.00-12.00 Youth Leadership Training: Spirituality and Self Care at the Chancery

2 09.30-12.30 First Confession Workshop 3 at OLHC, Lansdowne

9 10.00-13.00 Holy Childhood morning at OLHC, Lansdowne

21 19.00-20.00 CPD Mass of Thanksgiving at OLHC, Lansdowne

30 -1st Dec engaged encounter Weekend at Maryland. Contact Beryl at palbil@telkomsa.net

DEC 6 -8th Young Adults’ Retreat at Windstone Centre on the West Coast

7 09.30-12.30 Catechetcal Trainers Mass of Thanksgiving and Evaluation at St Ignatius, Claremont

CPD Training Courses Please direct all queries 
about training to CPD 
at 021 462 2417.

New Ecclesia 

Season

October 2019

Booklets 

available from 

the Chancery @ 

R15 each.

The Extraordinary missionary 
month October 2019

Pope Francis announced the Extraordinary Missionary 
Month October 2019 to celebrate the 100th anniversary of 
Pope Benedict XV’s Apostolic Letter Maximum Illud. 

The Theme of the Extraordinary missionary month 
“Baptized and Sent: The Church of Christ on Mission in the World” is the theme 
chosen by Pope Francis for the Extraordinary Mission Month. Awakening the 
awareness of the missio ad gentes, and reinvigorating the sense of responsibility 
for proclaiming the Gospel with new enthusiasm, are themes that combine the 
pastoral concern of Pope Benedict XV in his Apostolic Letter Maximum Illud, 
published 100 years ago, with the missionary vitality expressed by Pope Francis 
in his recent apostolic exhortation Evangelii Gaudium: “Missionary action is the 
paradigm of every work of the Church.” (EG 15)

How to Live the Extraordinary missionary month 
There are four dimensions, specified by the Pope, to live more intensely the 
journey of preparation for the Extraordinary Missionary Month October 
2019:

A personal encounter with Jesus Christ alive in His Church through the 1. 
Eucharist, the Word of God, personal and communal prayer;
Testimony: missionary saints, martyrs and confessors of the faith, as an 2. 
expression of the Church scattered throughout the world;
Missionary formation: biblical, catechetical, spiritual and theological;3. 
Missionary charity.   4. 

Extraordinary missionary month October 2019 in 
the Archdiocese of Cape Town

Ecclesia Season in October. We have booklets for small faith sharing groups 1. 
for the four weeks of october. These are available from 
the Chancery @R15 each
A special Holy Childhood Mass on 9 November 2019 2. 
at Lansdowne Parish at 10.30 for Catechism children in 
Faith Levels 4 to 7.

On 18 July 2019, Prison Care and 
Support Network (PCSN) honoured 
Mr Nelson Mandela (as did the rest 
of South Africa) by remembering his 
birthday and by hosting an Outreach 
Program at the Medium C Prison, 
Pollsmoor Management Area for 
approximately 150 offenders, who had 
been sentenced to under 24 months.

Nelson Mandela Day celebrates 
the belief that every individual can 
transform the world. The key message 
to the inmates on this day was that 
‘Change Is Possible’ and that it starts 
with themselves.

PCSN is an NPO under the aus-
pices of the Catholic Church in the 
Archdiocese of Cape Town, in its 
23rd year of operation. It continues 
to provide emotional, material and 
spiritual support to prison inmates, 
ex-inmates, and their families – pro-

viding care and support inside and 
outside of prison. Its ministry is based 
upon the teachings of Jesus Christ 
who mandates us in Matthew 25:36 
“I was in prison, you came to visit 
Me,” and to remember those in prison 
and those who are mistreated (cf. 
Hebrews 13:3). We would be failing 
in our Christian charity if we ignore 
this mandate.

As an organization we rely heav-
ily on our volunteers as we only have 
three staff members. However, we 
realize that for many Christians, due 
to their work commitments, it may be 
impossible to visit those in prison.

So how can you get involved?
Firstly, by praying for those in 

prison; and secondly, through your 
material support to the ministry. We  
appeal to you to get involved in our 
fundraising initiative ‘My Brother’s 

Keeper’ club. This is an invitation to 
all Christians to get involved in the 
ministry in a tangible way. Kindly 
pledge from as little as R50 or R100 
per month. Your donation will bring 
hope and restoration to a prisoner 
every year and sustain this important 
ministry which is going through a 
difficult financial period.

Please consider extending your sup-
port by pledging your monthly con-
tribution via debit order, stop order, 
or EFT. Kindly contact us and we 
will send you an application form. 
Tel: +27 21 531 0550 or prisoncare@
mweb.co.za 

For further information about 
PCSN, or if you wish to become a vol-
unteer, please contact the Chairperson 
of our Board, Nathanael Siljeur on 
083 417 0535 or nsiljeur@oostenberg-
patrols.co.za 

PCSN honours madiba through 
dedicated prison ministry

Prison Care and Support Network Outreach Programme at Pollsmoor Prison
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Guest House & 
Conference Facility

KOLPING 

Situated in a tranquil garden setting in the cen-
tre of Durbanville, with pool and braai facilities, we 
offer both tastefully decorated Bed and Breakfast 

rooms and Self-Catering units, as well as a full 
english breakfast and dinner by arrangement. 

Conference facilities, wheelchair facilities, within walking 
distance of shops, restaurants, banks and close proximity to 
Catholic Church, tennis courts, golf course and wine route. 

We would like to be your                            
home away from home

CoNTaCT
Jaco Bindemann, Manager

7 Biccard Street Durbanville 7550

Tel +27 21 970 2900. 

Fax +27 21 976 9839

E-mail: info@kolpingguesthouse.co.za

www.kolpingguesthouse.co.za

Two new ship visitors have been 
warmly welcomed to the Apostleship 
of the Sea (AoS) in Cape Town – 
Little Sisters Akiko and Vimala.

They regularly join AoS South 
Africa National Director Nicholas 
Barends on his ship visits in Cape 
Town. Sr Akikio, from Japan, and 
Sr Vimala, from India, say they are 
thrilled to join AoS’ ministry.

“Seeing is believing,” the Sisters 
say. “We hear about seafarers a lot 
– about their difficult working condi-
tions, the risks of working out at sea, 
being away from home for months, 
sometimes years... it is an eye-opening 
experience for us to meet them.”

Sr Akiko and Sr Vimala add, “The 
verse Matthew 25:35 says, ‘When I 
was a stranger, you welcomed me’. 
Seafarers are strangers in a strange 
country. To meet them and tell them 
that we are here to welcome them, to 
help them during their stay with us is 
very encouraging for them. It is also a 
mutual sharing of hope and joy.” 

Nicholas said, “I have been a friend 
to the Little Sisters of Jesus for many 
years and visit them regularly. They 
were curious about my work with 

Little Sisters join AoS ministry

AoS, so I invited them to visit the port 
and see for themselves. That’s how it 
all started for them.” 

No doubt seafarers will be seeing 
more of the Sisters in port and benefit 
from their support and care.

ABOVE: Pilgrims of St martin de Porres, Bishop Lavis at the Chapel on 
the Rock at the Ngome marian Shrine in Vryheid, Kwazulu Natal. The 
pilgrimage took place from 15-19 July 2019. Deacon Arthur Arries was 
the Spiritual Director. 

LEFT: The RCIA group received 
into the church at the Easter 
Vigil at Our Lady of the Rosary 
Church in Hanover Park.

The Kolping Family of St Philip’s, Strandfontein celebrated a Kolping mass on Sunday 30 June 2019, in which 
all ministry functions were served by Kolping members. There were also 16 new members inaugurated into 
the organization by the National Praeses, Fr Kizito Gugah. Pictured below are some of the members of the 
family, as well as the newly inaugurated. Submitted by Ilze Sidney

Little Sisters Akiko and Vimala with one of the crew

St John the Evangelist’s annual five-
a-side Football Tournament and 
Potjiekos Competition in Fish Hoek, 
which was due to take place on 27 April 
but which was unfortunately post-
poned, will now be on TUESDAY 24 
SEPTEMBER 2019 (Heritage Day). 

All parishes in the Archdiocese are 
invited to send a team (or teams) to 
take part in the football tournament at 
a nominal cost of R50 per team.

There will also be a potjie competi-
tion taking place with prizes and 
bragging rights on offer. There is 
no entrance fee for this contest but 
participants are required to provide 
their own ingredients and pot (wood 
and half-drums will be provided). 
Fires from 08.30 with judging around 
12.30.

For further details on the football 
competition, contact one of the fol-
lowing:

Paul Kilfoil, paulkilfoil@gmail.com, 
084 438 5400 (SMS or WhatsApp)

Mike Dalton, dalton.christine@
gmail.com, 083 365 5270 (SMS or 

WhatsApp)
For further details on the potjie 

contest, contact one of the following:
Peter Imrie, peter.imrie@gmail.com, 

078 2626 285 (SMS or WhatsApp)
Ossie Gonsalves, ursolino@absa-

mail.co.za
The tournament rules are simple:
Players of all ages and genders 1. 
are welcome (young, old and in-
between)
No boots allowed – tackies or bare 2. 
feet only
(3) Matches will be five players a 3. 
side, with no goalkeeper and no 
off-side
Matches will be played on a half-4. 
size field – teams can comprise any 
number of players, but only five 
can be on the field at any one time
At least one of the five players 5. 
on the field must be female at all 
times
Substitutions can be made at any 6. 
time (“rolling subs”)
Teams will play several matches; 7. 
the exact number will be deter-
mined by the number of teams 
we have
An entry fee of R50 is payable per 8. 
team, regardless of how many play-
ers there are in the squad

The venue for the event is: Bay 
Primary School, corner of Tenth 
Avenue and Elgin Circle, Fish Hoek

Matches will start at 10.00 and 
continue until early afternoon, with a 
final to be contested by the best two 
teams. There will be a tuck shop and 
stalls selling other food; all proceeds 
are in aid of St John the Evangelist.

Paul Kilfoil

Football at Fish Hoek
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CALLING 
CATHOLIC 

mEN!
The Catholic men’s ministry of the 
Archdiocese will be hosting it’s 10th 
anniversary at Bergkroon, Wellington 
from 15-17 November 2019. Cost for 
the weekend is R550.00. All men are 
hereby cordially invited to attend and 
register online. Please see details on 
the poster. Fathers, sons, young men, 
uncles and grandfathers are most 
welcome. There is an oppotunity to 
welcome day  visitors on the Saturday 
at R200.00 if you do not wish to stay 
the whole weekend. Sunday visitors 
are welcome to join our closing Mass.
Campers are welcome to pitch their 
tents and caravans.

TAKE ROOT AND BEAR 
FRUIT, as Christ is the Vine and 
we are his branches is the perfect 
theme for our outstanding host of 
exciting speakers that will lead us 
into a weekend of renewal, praise and 
worship, spiritual growth and bond-
ing. Become the man God intended 
you to be as a better father, husband 
and brother in Christ. Please see con-
tact details on the poster. So come 
PROUD CATHOLIC MEN OF 
GOD, LET’S FIRE IT UP! READY 
TO GO AND CELEBRATE. 

Wayne Carolissen

TAKE ROOT

 AND

BEAR FRUIT 
“I am the vine 

you are the branches.” John 15:5

 

BERGKROON, Bainskloof from 15–17 NOVEMBER 2019

COST: R 550 (incl. accommodation & meals) 

CONTACTS: AD: 081 567 1220; Wayne: 082 555 6877 and

Vic: 083 308 4014.

Link for Registration: shorturl.at/fpqGW

or scan the QR Code using your mobile phone: 
Registration will open 1 August

Day visitors welcome on Saturday 16 November. 

See online registration for more options. Please register early!! 

CATHOLIC MEN’S MINISTRY  

10th ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND

The Sisters of Nazareth arrived on 
the shores of South Africa with one 
sole purpose – to provide care for the 
children and elderly that need it the 
most. Since the establishment of the 
first Nazareth House in Cape Town 
in 1905, the organisation has paved 
the way in caring for the needs of the 
community. 

Today, more than a century later, 
Nazareth Care spans across the Africa 
region, with a wide variety of care 
facilities and outreach centres in 
Cape Town, Durban, Johannesburg, 
Pretoria, Port Elizabeth, Warrenton 
and Harare.

Nazareth Care is founded on the 
core values of the Sisters of Nazareth, 
namely: Love, justice, hospitality, 
respect, compassion and patience.

Nazareth Care provides a safe, 
tranquil environment for the elderly 
community. We believe that every-
one is entitled to a life of dignity, 
meaning, and companionship – our 
celebrated establishment provides the 
much-needed care to make it a real-
ity.  Our residents enjoy the comfort 
of home in a place that provides a 
tailored approach to all their indi-
vidual needs – emotional, spiritual, 
and physical.

Nazareth Care provides the follow-
ing services:

INDEPENDENT LIVING
Self-contained apartments for 

Seniors who can manage daily activi-
ties.  Staff remain close to support or 
offer assistance.

ASSISTED LIVING
Residents enjoy an independ-

ent lifestyle with immediate access 
to additional support, as and when 
needed. Support includes assistance 
with daily living activities such as 
personal hygiene, medication and/or 
nutrition.

FRAIL CARE
24/7 supervision for residents who 

are no longer able to fulfil daily tasks.
DEMENTIA CARE @ THE 

VILLA 
Specialised Care Centre developed 

in line with global best practice stand-
ards for Memory Care. The facility 
caters to the unique care requirements 
for those diagnosed with Dementia 

The Journey
8 to 10 November 2019

and/or Alzheimer’s disease.
SUB-ACUTE CARE
Experienced care for seniors in 

recovery. Caters to recovery needs 
after acute illness, injury or medical 
procedure.

PALLIATIVE CARE
A combination of medical and nurs-

ing care to deliver comfort for those 
living with life-limiting illnesses.

RESPITE CARE
Primary caregivers sometimes need 

short-term relief to manage the strain 
of home-based care. You can rest 
assured that your loved one is in good 

hands – from just a few hours a day to 
a few days a week.

“We strive to IMPROVE THE 
QUALITY OF LIFE of each and 
every resident – it’s our DRIVE 
and PASSION that sets us apart. 
This, combined with the SHEER 
PHYSICAL JOY of seeing our work 
in action every day, is why we do what 
we do. This is the NAZARETH 
CARE way!” – Wayne Devy, CEO

For more information of our Care 
Facility or accommodation availabil-
ity, please contact us on 021 461 1635 
or info@nazhousesa.com

Nazareth Care

The Sisters of Nazareth enjoying a fun moment together

Nazareth House, Cape Town

The Journey is a program where the 
participants have the opportunity to go 
on a Spiritual Journey looking within to 
embrace GOD’s Call for ‘MY’ life. We 
look at The Journey of Jesus to be our 
mirror as we Journey as individuals and 
as members of a community. Participants 
also have the opportunity to reflect on 
their rights and their responsibilities. 
We have space for 30 participants ages 
6 to 13. Parents are welcome to join us 
and just enjoy a weekend away, while we 
take care of their children.

Venue: Maccasar Resort 

Costs: R1500 per participant which 
includes accommodation, meals, 
workshop materials and Certificate of 
Participation. Payment reference (Name 

and Phone Number)

once payment has been received par-
ents/guardians will receive an indem-
nity form via email, which then must be 
returned on or before the workshop. 

Bring along: Towel, Swimwear and 
Casual Clothing for the weekend.

We are not responsible for any phones, 
jewellery or anything of value lost or 
broken during the workshop (we advise 
participants not to bring any of these). 

If you are interested please contact: Dr 
James Ellman, Founder and Director 
of Faith hope Love Communities on  
fhlcjames@gmail.com or 081 093 9462 
(Whatsapp only).

Poems are made by poets 
or by fools like me;
but this poem was made by god
and gowned in majesty

Beauty breathed forth beauty
a maiden-mother flowered;
love poured out its timeless gift 

God’s masterpiece
and all creation bowed.

Wisdom weaved her name in time– 
exquisitely;
then glowed the fairest star
in all this tainted earth
immaculately!

Fr Ralph de Hahn
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We are looking for someone with fantastic people skills to join the team.

The key responsibility of this role is:

 Management of all operational, financial and administration functions of the Guesthouse
 Ensuring the smooth and efficient, day to day functioning of all the above components of Kolping 

Guest House. 
 Monitor and motivate all staff members to ensure that they perform their tasks efficiently and in 

accordance with business principals
 Ensuring that HR matters are dealt with according to the Basic Conditions of Employment Act No 

75 of 1997
 Overseeing the financial controls and bookkeeping of the business to ensure that proper 

procedures are followed, and expenses are kept within the budget
 Planning and arranging all board meetings including reporting to the board

 Monitoring of documentation and filing for the above-mentioned meetings i.e. agendas, reports 

and minutes of meetings
 Providing the link between staff and Board of Directors ensuring that full reports of staff activities 

reach the Board and that all decisions, pertinent to the staff, made by the Board are relayed back 
to the staff. 

 Ensure standards of cleanliness and tidiness

 Ensure adherences to the agreed upon time frames for tasks to be completed

 Ensure positive evaluation by guests and visitors

Requirements for this position are:

 Business Degree or similar Tertiary Qualification

 Experience working in the hospitality industry (preferred)

 5 years’ experience in management role

 Proven MS Suite Office Skills

 Valid driver’s licence and own transport essential

 Strong communication skills and proven ability to work on a team

 English and one or more local languages 

 Strong reporting skills and a willingness to learn new technologies

This position is offering a negotiable salary. It is a fantastic opportunity to grow your career within the 
4* hospitality industry.

To apply please send  your CV with 3 contactable references to treasurer@kolpingsa.co.za by 30th 
September 2019.

 

Kolping South Africa is seeking a Manager for 
their 4* Guest House based in Durbanville

We are looking for someone with fantastic people skills to join the team.

The key responsibility of this role is:
•	 Management	 of	 all	 operational,	 financial	 and	 administration	 functions	 of	 the	

Guesthouse
•	 Ensuring	the	smooth	and	efficient,	day	to	day	functioning	of	all	the	above	com-

ponents	of	Kolping	Guest	House.	
•	 Monitor	and	motivate	all	staff	members	to	ensure	that	they	perform	their	tasks	

efficiently	and	in	accordance	with	business	principals
•	 Ensuring	 that	 HR	matters	 are	 dealt	 with	 according	 to	 the	 Basic	 Conditions	 of	

Employment	Act	No	75	of	1997
•	 Overseeing	the	financial	controls	and	bookkeeping	of	the	business	to	ensure	that	

proper	procedures	are	followed,	and	expenses	are	kept	within	the	budget
•	 Planning	and	arranging	all	board	meetings	including	reporting	to	the	board
•	 Monitoring	of	documentation	and	filing	for	the	above-mentioned	meetings	i.e.	

agendas,	reports	and	minutes	of	meetings
•	 Providing	the	link	between	staff	and	Board	of	Directors	ensuring	that	full	reports	

of	staff	activities	reach	the	Board	and	that	all	decisions,	pertinent	to	the	staff,	
made	by	the	Board	are	relayed	back	to	the	staff.	

•	 Ensure	standards	of	cleanliness	and	tidiness
•	 Ensure	adherences	to	the	agreed	upon	time	frames	for	tasks	to	be	completed
•	 Ensure	positive	evaluation	by	guests	and	visitors

Requirements for this position are:
•	 Business	Degree	or	similar	Tertiary	Qualification
•	 Experience	working	in	the	hospitality	industry	(preferred)
•	 5	years’	experience	in	management	role
•	 Proven	MS	Suite	Office	Skills
•	 Valid	driver’s	licence	and	own	transport	essential
•	 Strong	communication	skills	and	proven	ability	to	work	on	a	team
•	 English	and	one	or	more	local	languages	
•	 Strong	reporting	skills	and	a	willingness	to	learn	new	technologies

This	 position	 is	 offering	 a	negotiable	 salary.	 It	 is	 a	 fantastic	 opportunity	 to	 grow	
your	career	within	the	4*	hospitality	industry.

To	 apply	 please	 send	 	 your	 CV	with	 three	 contactable	 references	 to	 treasurer@
kolpingsa.co.za	by	30th	September	2019.
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Catholic Schools’ Office update

The Catholic Board of Education
As the Catholic Schools’ Network 
prepares for our Third Catholic 
Schools’ Congress in September, we 
are engaging in interesting dialogues 
pertaining to the role of faith-based 
education in a secular society.  At 
times we have become overwhelmed 
by the enormity of the challenges – our 
ageing buildings, our lack of funding, 
leadership and governance concerns, 
lack of parental commitment, poor 
learner discipline, etc.  In the day to 
day grind, one often loses hope. The 
pre-congress work is affording us the 
opportunity to rediscover our ‘pearl 
of great price’. We are being called 
to search for honesty and authentic-
ity. Shortly before Archbishop Oscar 
Romero was killed, he reminded his 
people: ‘Judge not your success by 
your numbers or the quality of your 
buildings… judge your success by the 
quality of your hearts and your efforts 
to live the call of the Gospel.”

We believe that the authentic 
Catholic school affords the young 
person the opportunity to live the call 
of the Gospel. We have a rich body 
of teaching to guide us. Laudato Si’, 
being most fitting at this time. We 
must challenge versions of the world 
that defines success solely in terms of 
money, accumulation of things and 
over-emphasis on status and security.  
We must aim to equip our young 
people to critique our consumer cul-
ture and to strive to be the best for 
the world rather than the best in 
the world. Catholic education which 
draws deeply from our rich spiritual 
tradition and commitment to the 
Common Good should be a great gift 
for the world.

A school has the potential to trans-

form society: through the prayer life 
of the school; through the Religious 
Education programme; through 
its engagement with social justice; 
through its commitment to child safe-
guarding and pastoral care; through 
the ongoing formation of teachers. 
I have outlined a few ways below in 
which we are striving to get this right 
in our schools. 

Training Programmes
We believe that the person of the 

teacher is paramount to the education-
al experience of the child.  And that is 
why we place significant emphasis on 
meaningful on-going formation for 
our teachers. Throughout this year 
we have specifically provided train-
ing for Religious Education teachers 
and Designated Child Safeguarding 
Officers. Meditation Seminars are 

Catholic Schools’ Co-ordinating Council

equipping our teachers to teach 
Christian meditation skills to our 
children. We are experiencing phe-
nomenal fruits of this practice with 
children becoming more prayerful, 
mindful and peaceful. 

As a continuation of our Child 
Safeguarding Programme, 70 primary 
school teachers were trained in the 
Protective Behaviours methodol-
ogy. This course is an internationally 
acclaimed personal safety and child 
abuse prevention program which is 
based on two themes:

“We have the right to feel safe at 
all times.”

“We can talk with someone about 
anything, no matter what it is.”

Our Grade 7s underwent ‘Web 
Rangers’ training. The young people 
were skilled in the following:

• Appropriate use of social media
• Critical thinking skills
• Heightened awareness of the risks 

and dangers of on-line activity
• How to deal with cyber-bullying
These trained Web Rangers are 

now tasked to initiate advocacy cam-
paigns within their respective schools 
and improve the well-being of their 
fellow learners.

The Third Term is always a busy 
and exciting term. A big highlight 
on our calendar are the two Choir 
Festivals on 4 and 25 August. All are 
welcome to attend and remember that 
pensioners and Religious have free 
entry. For further information, please 
contact the Catholic Schools office at 
021 761 6541.

Evona Rebelo

RE Teacher Training

mary Help of Christians High Tea

Web Rangers Training

• 

Italy & Medjugorje 
PILGRIMAGE TO THE SHRINES OF 

 

• ROME • MONTE CASSINO • NAPLES • POMPEI •   
• SAN GIOVANNI OF ROTONDO (ST PADRE PIO) • 

• SANCTUARY OF ST MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL • 
•LANCIANO • MANOPELLO • ASSISI (ST FRANCIS & ST CLARE) 

• LA VERNA • CORTONA (ST MARGARET) •  
• LORETTO •  MEDJUGORJE • 

ACCOMPANYING PRIEST 
Fr. Rufino Ferris   OFM  CAP  

ESCORTED BY 
Margaret De Haast 

Departing 06 September 2020  Returning 24 September 2020 

Cost: R38500 (Deposit R8000) includes: 
• Airfare   • Hotels   • Bed & Breakfast • Dinner  • Coach Travel 

CONTACT   
Caleb Molefe +27(0) 824762219  Monique Alperstein  
calebmo0001@gmail.com    moniquea@millenniumtravel.co.za  

A Marriage Encounter 

weekend provides the 

opportunity, atmosphere 

and motvaton  or couples 

to re ocus and renew their 

relatonship, the weekend 

can rekindle the fames o  

romance you  elt on your 

wedding day and so much 

more....

A Marriage Encounter 

weekend provides the 

opportunity, atmosphere 

and motvaton  or couples 

to re ocus and renew their 

relatonship, the weekend 

can rekindle the fames o  

romance you  elt on your 

wedding day and so much 

more....
Don’t miss out on a weekend o  

discovery, A li etme o  Love. Just 

call Graham or Patuele  our  

booking  couple on 084 502 3805 – 

076 930 3818  or more in ormaton. 

Dates  or 2019: 

        19 – 21 July 2019

               04 – 06 October 2019             

                        

Email: 

marriage.encounterwc@gmail.com

Web :  

www.marriageencountersa.org

Don’t miss out on a weekend o  

discovery, A li etme o  Love. Just 

call Graham or Patuele  our  

booking  couple on 084 502 3805 – 

076 930 3818  or more in ormaton. 

Dates  or 2019: 

        19 – 21 July 2019

               04 – 06 October 2019             

                        

Email: 

marriage.encounterwc@gmail.com

Web :  

www.marriageencountersa.org

Marriage Encounter 

The St Theresa Secular Franciscan Fraternity, Welcome Estate 
recently went on a retreat. They are pictured here with Fr Longinus 
Kharjia OFm Cap at maryland, Cape Town. Submitted by Riccardo 
Jansen
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ARCHDIOCESAN SECOND COLLECTIONS

The above figures represent deposits made up until 31 July 2019. Kindly email notifications to Tina at appeal@adct.org.za

PARISH LENTEN APPEAL HOLY PLACES ECCL. EDU. FUND PRIESTS’ mED. FUND
2018 2019 2018 2019 2018 2019 2018 2019

athlone 22,291.71 15,407.80  3,350.00 2,620.00 1,505.20 1,960.00 5,353.60 1,520.00

atlantis 8,775.20 3,284.60  1,541.20 450.60 210.00 270.00 310.60 260.00

Belgravia 12,629.05 8,060.00  2,811.10 2,236.50 1,690.00 1,149.00 2,165.20 1,510.00

Belhar 14,275.00 14,450.50  5,407.00 3,400.00 930.00 1,866.00 1,035.00 1,965.00

Bellville 42,225.00 54,790.00  5,110.00 5,000.00 3,720.00 4,750.00 5,150.00 8,780.00

Bonteheuwel 3,144.40 4,795.20  1,107.30 754.00 373.50 254.80 409.00 302.00

Bothasig 52,460.95 47,629.80  7,159.00 13,669.10 4,215.90 4,066.55 4,691.75 5,091.90

Brackenfell 23,362.30 23,278.65  4,320.00 4,000.00 2,970.00 3,110.00 4,060.00 3,520.00

Bridgetown 7,424.00 5,030.00  1,116.00 1,185.00 620.00 540.00 680.00 420.00

Camps Bay 15,870.00 15,295.50  4,050.00 2,725.00 1,620.00 2,370.00 2,520.00

Cathedral 29,795.15 20,686.35  4,753.70 3,204.70 2,685.30 2,983.60 1,106.50

Claremont 23,317.60 22,490.00  3,080.70 1,970.00 1,091.70 2,790.00 2,696.90 2,490.00

Constantia 49,980.00 45,806.14  6,570.00 7,600.00 7,230.00 5,620.00 5,940.00 6,970.00

Delft 4,959.50 7,070.00  1,054.50 280.00 410.00 480.00 280.00

District Six 5,561.40 6,603.10  1,114.50 1,535.00 785.20 742.70 700.00 853.30

Durbanville 53,285.40 60,291.20  5,479.60 4,099.40 6,807.70 6,053.00 15,268.50 12,389.50

elsie’s river 16,060.00 14,335.00  3,210.00 3,330.00 1,160.00 1,210.00 1,540.00 1,830.00

Factreton 10,319.30 9,611.10  2,052.20 1,494.30 990.00 1,496.00 747.05

Fish hoek 13,141.50 18,629.72  3,242.80 3,800.70 3,016.20 2,672.10 2,249.00 3,775.60

goodwood 33,403.50 29,997.40  6,938.30 5,460.00 2,539.00 2,290.00 2,904.00 2,830.00

grassy Park 32,246.00 34,419.00  7,974.00 9,770.00 3,031.00 1,560.00 2,840.00 2,800.00

green Point 23,570.00 24,370.00 1,850.00 3,640.00 3,360.00 3,510.00 3,800.00 4,220.00

gugulethu 8,612.50 9,235.00 1,466.20 1,350.00 1,760.00 500.00 1,550.00

hanover Park 16,106.50 16,400.00 2,026.00 1,238.00 1,996.00 1,620.00 2,025.00 2,331.00

heathfield 74,941.85 77,994.85 18,531.35 9,759.00 6,423.00 6,387.85 7,759.00 7,637.85

hermanus 28,048.10 26,880.10 560.00 5,686.80 3,096.60 2,069.20 4,201.90 2,897.80

hout Bay 15,910.90 11,515.95 2,599.00 1,753.00 1,909.00 1,428.00 3,100.00 2,810.00

Khayelitsha QoA 0.00 4,182.00 1,220.00 305.00 840.00 431.00

Khayeltisha St R 8,164.00 7,952.50 533.00 762.00 413.00 670.50 597.00

Kleinvlei 22,062.35 20,296.10 1,833.30 2,112.60 1,891.20 1,950.50 2,222.30 2,801.20

Koelenhof 3,993.65 3,954.45 1,500.00 1,722.60 293.00 475.00 346.00

Kommetjie 17,264.50 20,523.50 3,815.30 3,141.30 1,738.00 1,808.70 2,643.00 2,915.90

Kraaifontein 15,721.70 19,921.10 1,817.80 2,579.00 2,589.85 1,327.70 2,303.20 2,377.00

Kuils river 24,180.20 30,544.00 6,976.70 6,023.30 1,370.00 2,340.00

Lambert’s Bay 1,865.20 2,202.80 437.30 353.70 130.40 437.10 276.80 467.60

Langa 10,738.00 9,613.90 1,610.00 1,825.00 2,156.00 1,320.00 930.00 825.00

Lansdowne 48,078.20 49,995.80 6,707.40 3,014.90 7,019.90 7,122.20 11,317.10 9,749.20

Lavistown 21,641.00 21,329.50 6,020.00 2,888.00 2,138.00 2,588.00 2,146.50 2,504.00

Lentegeur 30,635.00 15,153.90 2,970.60 2,351.60 4,164.80 2,658.30 4,058.70 4,422.50

Maitland 23,315.80 23,497.35 3,766.90 3,043.10 3,309.30 2,766.10 3,233.00 2,991.50

Malmesbury 5,006.20 4,682.20 212.00 434.00 352.80 329.00 431.90

Manenberg 7,040.30 10,429.50 1,609.40 2,155.70 390.10 1,281.40 791.30 1,585.90

Matroosfontein 16,777.20 24,120.40 4,306.40 4,786.20 2,703.00 445.00 3,367.50 3,100.00

Milnerton 29,960.00 30,610.00 5,630.00 4,160.00 3,500.00 5,020.00 6,280.00

Mowbray 25,293.15 31,592.00 2,586.00 3,260.00 2,750.00 5,342.80 3,827.30 5,535.80

Newlands 35,514.70 36,150.00 0.00 3,330.00 4,273.70 3,300.00 5,063.10 5,620.00

Nyanga 2,828.00 5,050.00 1,252.00 1,100.00 135.00 120.00

observatory 4,358.70 4,308.40 747.00 448.50 339.70 487.60 516.20 1,327.65

overberg 4,930.00 3,500.00 560.00 760.00

Paarl 31,247.20 22,632.40 2,823.90 3,001.00 3,932.00 3,302.05 5,401.00

Parow 59,450.00 49,400.00 14,500.00 14,500.00 4,020.00 7,790.00 8,500.00 7,560.00

Parow Valley 19,963.50 14,749.50 3,680.00 2,670.00 1,660.00 1,220.00 2,560.00 1,460.00

Pinelands 23,852.75 23,146.40 1,901.85 2,090.00 3,106.55 3,171.10 3,717.70 5,767.80

Plumstead 45,920.20 49,735.90 7,023.30 4,200.00 6,828.90 6,439.30 8,644.60 8,515.70

Portuguese 6,430.20 7,072.90 1,466.00 2,340.00 1,095.00 934.00 1,884.00 915.10

retreat 12,200.00 17,400.00 2,420.00 1,690.00 2,130.00

rocklands 12,855.00 16,011.00 984.00 1,596.00 1,202.00 2,031.00 2,445.00 1,710.00

rondebosch 60,069.80 64,672.30 14,965.60 13,894.50 8,364.10 8,740.80 11,897.50 9,885.00

Sea Point 22,273.00 28,197.00 3,000.00 3,700.00 3,230.00 3,100.00 3,420.00 3,800.00

Simon’s Town 23,220.00 23,300.00 600.00 600.00 600.00

Somerset West 52,583.30 48,173.80 4,700.00 3,770.50 6,598.30 7,689.70 7,821.30 7,180.20

St James 18,131.15 18,600.15 4,411.60 2,330.20 2,613.60 1,869.70 2,804.20 2,041.70

Steenberg 21,979.30 19,428.15 2,705.30 2,552.00 800.00 2,314.00 2,752.70 2,690.00

Stellenbosch 30,675.65 24,129.20 5,192.35 5,731.40 4,000.00 4,000.00 5,310.80 5,445.15

Strand 35,620.00 30,557.10 2,700.00 4,348.20 6,800.00 4,340.00 6,420.00 5,558.80

Strandfontein 27,372.00 27,251.00 4,793.00 4,049.00 3,566.00 1,957.00 3,422.00 4,162.80

Table View 107,900.00 87,980.00 25,230.00 14,910.00 10,240.00 16,530.00 12,510.00

Tafelsig 10,612.65 6,216.40 1,132.20 1,350.20 458.70 487.40 781.50 632.40

Vredenburg 24,751.30 23,947.80 7,094.70 4,727.50 4,011.30 4,101.70 3,023.50

Welcome estate 12,729.65 14,762.20 2,244.20 2,634.10 920.50 970.00 1,019.00 600.00

Westridge 25,100.00 13,410.00 1,100.00 1,400.00 2,300.00 1,900.00 2,250.00 4,000.00

Woodstock 7,130.00 7,114.00 1,000.00 1,300.00 1,000.00 850.00 600.00 1,000.00

Wynberg 41,748.53 46,801.50 5,962.30 7,699.40 6,047.90 5,255.80 7,614.00 7,139.71

TOTALS      R 1,734,899.84 1,722,866.46 281,442.85 256,388.90 170,965.50 181,317.50 247,762.60 240,845.51

The Seven Wonders
a short story by Fr ralph de hahn
The beautiful hospital building 
of St John the Evangelist stands 
as a striking figure on the cliff 
overhanging the mighty river 
called ‘Mama’ by the African 
dwellers. It is a huge white 
structure against the green of 
the surrounding forest, and 
breathes a perfume of peace 
and gentleness. It is here 
where the medical staff treat 
the 56 children, most of them 
born with some deformity. 
It is here where the trainees 
enter a new level of life. 

Some things are loved because 
they are valuable; others are 
valuable because they are 
loved! In this world, being kind 
and selfless is more important 
than being right. Liza Du Ponte 
is the matron, gifted with end-
less patience, kindness, and a 
deep caring attitude, yet very 
strict on hospital discipline. 

Life, like music, must have 
its natural rhythm of silence 
as well as sound. of course 
there are problem mountains 
to surmount, but patience and 
perseverance moves stone by 
stone. 

“Sister Liza will you come at 
once to Ward B4” the urgent 
message came clearly over the 
speakers. There were many 
‘urgent’ calls, yet the Matron 
was a woman of faith believ-
ing that weariness of heart 
and body is healed only by 
communion with god. and 
so, Liza moved quietly and 
confidently to investigate the 
problem of little Susan who 
has no hands and no feet. 
There were many of these dif-
ficult fragile cases which one 
handles not only with care, 
but also with prayer! 

The next call came from 
ward A2 where Liza found 
Kathleen lying on the floor, 
having rolled out of her cot. 
She was blind from birth, with 
an ear infection; and she was 
crying. And so Liza applied 
her gentle, love-filled medica-
tion, and left the ward giving 
the nursing staff some helpful 
instructions.

On a Sunday afternoon, in 
early summer, a group of 
medical students, together 
with their professor, paid a 
visit to the handicapped chil-
dren. They came to view and 
to learn. What they learnt 
was never to be erased from 
memory! Liza was happy to 
introduce them to the variety 
of wards, each ward treating a 
different type of affliction. 

“Surely, all this work demands 
so much skill and some special 
ability too?” 

Matron Liza smiled “We do 
pray and hope; when the Lord 
hears and solves our problems 
we trust God’s ability, and 
when god does not answer 
it tells us that our ability has 
been trusted.” 

The visiting group moved 
slowly from ward to ward. 
The visitors were obviously 
deeply touched. “…but this 
one appears so normal, how 
come…?” 

And Liza explained “his name 
if Boggy, only fours years old, 
he has no sensation of touch at 
all, but note his cute smile.” 

one of the visiting nurses 
exclaimed “one can sense a 

lot of love in the air…” The 
matron was quick to respond 
that love is love only when 
you give it away “…and the 
more you give the more you 
have, like the miraculous mul-
tiplication of the loaves and 
the fishes… you receive more 
than you ever give.” 

When the groups reached the 
ward of those suffering brain 
damage, they were appalled at 
the number of children suffer-
ing profound intellectual dis-
ability. What can one possibly 
do to assist these children? 
It became very clear to the 
visitors that many cases faced 
a challenging spirit of despair 
and hopelessness. 

“But there is a saviour,” smiled 
Liza, almost in a quiet medita-
tive whisper “you will know 
that Jesus is all you need, when 
Jesus is all you’ve got.” Liza 
then changed direction “You 
must come and visit Lorraine; 
she is so clever, with two very 
short arms; she is the delight 
of the entire ward, with that 
everlasting smile”. 

“Oh yes, Tobias is another 
sensation; he has no ears yet 
he acts as if he hears every 
word being spoken in the 
ward. he will rock and roll 
with the beat of the music… 
and it is always a charming 
performance. how? We don’t 
know!” 

Then a surprising utterance 
came from the young visiting 
nurse “It is surely better to 
have a heart without words, 
than to have words without 
a heart!” 

The visitors finally brought 
some joy to Kelly (with the 
belly). He was born with a 
defective mouth and lips. He, 
too, was practically speech-
less but for the sounds he pro-
duced, yet he would transmit 
clear messages with his bright 
eyes and his hands.

The visitors were, of course, 
moved; however they were 
also highly consoled by the 
love and delicate caring in this 
unique hospital. The spirit of 
St John, the beloved disciple, 
was almost tangible. The work 
accomplished by this mission 
hospital was exhausting and 
beyond measure. Words were 
inadequate. 

Sally, the youngest in the group, 
a student at UCT, gazed into 
the blue skies as she relaxed 
on a huge rock overlooking 
the Mama river. She had a 
dream of one day traveling 
to many countries and tak-
ing in the beauty of god’s 
magnificent creation. She was 
deep in thought, her eyes 
were moist “Now I know” 
she murmured “where I can 
find the seven wonders of this 
world.” She closed her eyes. 
“it’s right here with me…. I 
can SEE…I can HEAR…I can 
TOUCH…I can SPEAK…I 
can WaLK…I can ThINK…
and I can LOVE…!!”

Silence. Tears. Why me? Why 
not them? and more tears.
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For information about St Joseph’s Home you can phone +27 21 934 0352, email resourcedevelopment@stjosephshome.org.za, 
visit our website www.stjosephshome.org.za or our Facebook page FaceBook.com/stjosephshome

Nurses’ Day: more than 50 nurses and carers of its total nursing staff 
at St Joseph’s Home for Chronically Ill Children, experienced a morn-
ing of love and relaxation. They were acknowledged and thanked by 
the director, ms Thea Patterson and matron Sister Audrey Gourrah.

Tucked away in one of the busy 
suburbs of Cape Town, Stellenberg 
gardens in Kenilworth can be 
described as one of the city’s best-
kept secrets. Andrew and Sandy 
Ovenstone’ s beautiful five-acre 
garden has a quiet and unassuming 
presence which surprises both the 
first time – and regular visitor.

It is internationally acclaimed having 
been featured on the BBC televi-
sion series ‘Around the World in 80 
Gardens’, and the subject of the book 
Stellenberg: The Story of a Garden.  
The eighteenth-century manor house 
is said to be one of the most beauti-
ful in the Cape Peninsula, with a 
perfectly proportioned, classic Cape 
Dutch Façade. 

While most visitors associ-
ate Stellenberg with its historical 
architecture and beautiful gardens 
which reveal subtle changes from 
year to year, there are other hidden 
treasures to see.  Various sculpture 
installations representing: Lightness 
of Being (Wings), Sense of Humour 
(Dancing Hare), Renewal (Fallen 
Tree Installation), Bless the Fish 
(Gatekeeper), Silent Strength (Owl) 
and Balance (3 Figures) are unobtru-
sively displayed in different parts of 
the garden.  

The two-day Stellenberg Open 
gardens event is scheduled for 9 and 
10 November 2019. St Joseph’s 
home for Chronically Ill Children 
has been selected as the charity to 
receive the proceeds on these open 
days. Donations will go directly to its 
“Adopt-a-bed” project. The shortfall 
per bed is about R39 000 p.a. and SJH 
hopes to raise at least R100 000!

The gardens will be open to the pub-
lic from 09.30 to 17.30. Tickets are 
R50 per person and R30 for tea or 
coffee with delicious refreshments, 
while children under 12 enjoy a free 
entrance. Please note zapper (check 
www.stjosephshome.org.za for more 
info) and cash only. Two R5 000 
SPAR vouchers are also part of 
the lucky draw.   

Visitors to the Gardens will not face 
any increase in entrance fees, teas and 
coffees. During the past five years, 

 

 

Last opportunity 
to join our 
drive! 

That which started as a pioneering 
home and shelter back in 1935, has 
now grown into a first-class 175-
bed facility for children from poor 
communities who still need nursing 
and rehabilitation after their acute 
hospital discharge. Based in Montana, 
Cape Town, St Joseph’s Home for 
Chronically Ill Children (SJH) fulfils 
an essential and unique role in chil-
dren’s patient care (between hospital 
and home) and is currently developing 
a draft blueprint which may benefit 
Paediatric Intermediate Care in South 
Africa.   

Six months ago, SJH submitted a 
successful bid for an additional 60 
beds for paediatric intermediate care, 
and have since, responded to the chal-
lenge. Clinical and support staff have 
increased to 129, and another ward 
was added to cope with the increased 
number of patients (175). A unique 
in-house project was developed to 
upskill clinical and technical staff 
to meet the new challenges – and 
work towards a model in paediatric 
intermediate care.  

“The service agreement which 
was signed with Western Cape 
Government Health, endorses the 
quality of our work and points to 
the growing need for our services 
among poor, vulnerable children in 
our province and beyond,” said Alrika 
Hefers, SJH Resource Development 

St Joseph’s Home grows, 
caring for more children!
Giving hope and healing to more vulnerable children and families from poor communities.

Manager.  
Increased operational costs have 

forced us to redesign our funding 
strategy to include more project fund-
ing: Adopt a Bed to cover the shortfall 
per bed, two campaigns to attract 
more donors and a special fundraising 
event scheduled for November 9 and 
10 (Stellenberg Open Gardens). This 
will add to the general awareness of 
the work we do and open up more 
opportunities for schools and business 
to become our partners. The Happy 
Nappy Drive has been designed to 
present opportunities during the next 
three months to give in kind, to donate 
cash and to celebrate, among others, 
Mandela Month, she concluded.  

St Joseph’s is a 24-hour facility pro-
viding a free holistic and unique model 
in therapeutic, rehabilitative and pal-
liative care for impoverished children 
with life-threatening and limiting 
illnesses. Children are referred from 
state hospitals to continue their care.

The Home was established in 1935 
by the Pallottine Missionary Sisters. 
For over eight decades, approximately 
23 000 impoverished children have 
been cared for by SJH, a registered 
non-profit organisation. It may be 
the only such facility in South Africa 
which provides a free, comprehensive, 
intermediate paediatric health facility 
for children and teenagers from poor 
and vulnerable famil

1935: The Beginning: The home 
(originally in Philippi) was established 
by the Pallottine Missionary Sisters 
in response to a need to care for 
Orphaned and Vulnerable Children 
after the Great Depression. In 1941 
the number of children grew to 140 
and received nursing care, rehabilita-
tion and education.   

1967: St Joseph’s finds a new home 
in Montana. The Group Areas Act 
forced the Sisters to find a new home 
where white, black and coloured 
children could be treated. A 140 bed 
facility opened.

2002: Meeting the needs of the 
times: A 20 bed HIV/Aids ward 
opens.

2014: The home receives gener-
ous funding: extensive renovations 
start and a new look child friendly 
facility is developed and in 2016 the 
first ward for the rehabilitation of 
patients is opened.

2018: St Joseph’s experiences 
further growth: A tender to add 60 

mOmENTS IN TImE

more beds, is successful and a 20 bed 
baby ward is added. More than 176 
patients are now cared for.

Thanks to the HCI Foundation, 73 food parcels were packed by Pick 'n Pay 
and distributed to patients who went home for the winter school holidays.

SHHH… let’s share a secret 
with the readers!

prices have been kept unchanged 
and the aim is to share it with as 
many appreciative garden lovers and 
families, both old and young!  

“We are extremely grateful to the 
Ovenstones for selecting St Joseph’s as 
a beneficiary, again,” Thea Patterson, 
Director of St Joseph’s said.

For more information on St Joseph’s 
OR if you would like to support us, 
please contact alrika hefers.

Tel:  +27 21 934 0352
Fax: +27 21 934 7404
Email: alrika@stjosephshome.org.za   
www.stjosephshome.org.za  
www.facebook.com/stjosephshome

Experience the most beautiful iconic gardens… and support St Joseph’s Home!


