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A

rchbishop Thabo Magkoba
(ACSA), Archbishop Stephen
Brislin (Catholic), Bishop
Ziphozihle Siwa (Methodist) and Dr
Gustav Claassen (DRC) invited the
Taizé Community to organise and
facilitate an international ecumenical
meeting for young adults from 25-29
September this year.
Participants ranged from 250 from
Cape Town, 1080 from the rest of
South Africa, 330 from other African
Countries and 90 from overseas. In
addition, 200 participants took part in
the full day programme on Saturday
28 September and 500 visitors joined
in for evening prayers. If one includes
the involvement of the local host centre teams and families that hosted the
pilgrims, it would make the gathering
total of people involved or attendance in
this event to over 4000. This gathering
brought 35 countries together in the
‘Mother City’ and was a timely sign,
coming on the heels of the recent events
of xenophobic violence in South Africa!
Participants from outside Cape
Town were hosted by families through
the network of 50 Host Centres (all
of which were local churches in Cape
Town), they organised and co-ordinated the accommodation and morning

programmes. The sub-theme of the
meeting was ‘Sharing Hope’, aimed
to encourage the participants in their
search for God and help them to have
a deeper trust in themselves and in
others. During the three morning programmes, there were visits planned in
the local communities to allow participants to listen to the life stories of
‘People of Hope’ or ‘Projects of Hope’
and engage in a conversation with them
to encourage them to become bearers
of ‘Peace and Trust’ where they live.
From noon to evening all participants
converged at a central venue, which was
at the grounds of St Joseph’s Marist
College in Rondebosch, for a noon and
evening common prayer, lunch and
dinner, and elective workshops from
2:30pm till 4:45pm on social, cultural
or spiritual themes.
During these days, special guests
were present at the main celebrations
to greet the participants and/or speak
at the workshops. They included
Archbishop Stephen Brislin who did the
official opening address, Archbishop
Desmond Tutu, Archbishop Thabo
Magkoba (Anglican CSA), Dr
Gustav Claassen (Dutch Reformed
CSA ‘NGK’), Bishop Raphael Hess,
Bishop Margaret Vertue, Archbishop

John Sentamu of York (UK), Bishop
Stanislaw Dziuba of Umzimkulu and
many other church leaders or ministers were present during the meeting, including our very own Bishop
Sylvester David OMI, Mgr Clifford
Stokes and Fr Peter John Pearson.
The overall feedback has been
extremely positive. Participants and
the organising teams of the host centres have shared their gratitude for the

experience of trust, unity and peace,
in the diversity of their languages, as a
true sign of our ‘Rainbow’ nation and
of the pilgrimage. We are truly grateful
to all host families, parishes and those
that volunteered or assisted in any way
to make this a successful and joyous
event. We especially thank the Taizé
brothers who have dedicated years of
their time and efforts, personally visiting and connecting our communities!

“At the end of our meeting, let us ask
ourselves, in our prayer and exchanges
with others: what steps can I take, at my
level, to build a society where fraternal
love and reconciliation are realities? Of
course, we cannot pretend to have solutions to problems that are beyond our
control. But a question like this will
keep us alert and ready to be peacemakers in our daily life.” – Brother Alois,
Midday prayer, 28 September.

Join us on unforgettable,
faith-ﬁlled pilgrimages

MAY 2020: MEDJUGORJE, ROME, ASSISI and more...
with The Southern Cross. Led by ARCHBISHOP STEPHEN BRISLIN
AUGUST 2020: OBERAMMERGAU & HOLy LAND with The Southern Cross.
Staged only every 10 years! Led by ARCHBISHOP WILLIAM SLATTERy OFM
SEPTEMBER 2020: HOLy LAND & ISTANBUL with Radio Veritas.

Contact Gail now at info@fowlertours.co.za or 076 352-3809
or visit www.fowlertours.co.za
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Greetings from the Youth Office
It’s been amazing to meet and engage with more youth
leaders over the past few months through our various events!

Youth Forum 2019

Thanks to all that represented their parishes and attended our latest Youth Forum at St Anthony’s in Langa on
Saturday 5 October 2019. Participants were welcomed by

Bishop Sylvester David OMI and the day consisted of a
great collaboration and sharing ideas of what has worked
to overcome challenges in their parishes as well as effective ways to ensure Christus Vivit can be implemented in
every parish. It was especially valuable to have the Youth
Encounter Spirit (YES), St Kizito programme leaders and
various priests join us for the entire programme!

Young Adult Evenings

On 13 August and 8 October we held Young adults Evenings about the relevance of Saints at Plumstead Parish and
Cohabitation at Bellville Our Lady of Fatima respectively. Each evening started off with praise and worship followed by
spiritual and practical input with guest speakers and interesting group discussions and feedback.

Genesis Music Pillar

Saturday 12 October Genesis Music Pillar held their second amazing and spirit- filled Sunset Praise and Worship
which followed a fun session of fellowship and games at Clifton 4th Beach. Look out for when the next one takes place!

From
the

HEART
We are grateful to Pope Francis
for naming October 2019 as
“Extraordinary Missionary Month”.
Every October is dedicated to
reflection on the Church’s missionary endeavours around the
world, but making this October
“extraordinary” has helped us
focus on the fact that we are
all part of the Church’s mission.
Jesus gave a very clear command
when, before his Ascension, he
instructed his disciples to “go to
all nations”, to baptize, to teach
and to make disciples. This task is
not reserved for a few, but belongs
to all of us through our baptism. I
suppose that the difficulty is that
we’ve grown up with the understanding of missionaries as being
priests and religious who have left
their own countries to go to other
countries where the faith has not
been proclaimed (or at least where
there is still a need to proclaim it)
and to establish the Church there.
We must, of course, acknowledge
such missionaries. Historically,
they left their home countries,
their parents and relatives, knowing that they would never return
– it wasn’t the custom in those
years to return home for holidays.
Even if a parent passed away it
was unlikely that a missionary
sister, brother or priest would
be allowed to return home for
the funeral. Many of them died
very young – in their mid- to
late-twenties – they contracted
various diseases, such as malaria.
And yet, they kept on coming
with fortitude and courage, wishing to bring the love of Christ to
people.
The new “frontiers” that need
evangelization are those such as

social media, our culture itself,
the political and economic realms.
The light of Christ, which we bear
in our hearts, needs to shine on
these different aspects of modern
day life to bring forth goodness
and truth. Some of these may not
be within our control to change,
but one aspect is social media
and how we use it. It is astounding the comments some people
make using social media, sometimes in the name of Christianity
and Catholicism. In particular
instances they spew out pure
hatred, often justifying by saying
that others do it so why can’t
they. It is as if people feel they can
say anything they like when using
this media even if it is bullying,
belittling and may even contribute
to suicides, especially of young
people. If you cannot write something positive and encouraging,
then simply don’t write it at all. It
is fine to differ with people, but
let us keep those differences to
a dialogue of issues and not to
make attacks ad hominem, that is
personal attacks.
We are privileged to be “ambassadors” of Christ (2 Cor 5:20),
bearing his light and, indeed, bearing the Word itself in our hearts.
What we have is hope and love
to share with others. Our words,
actions and way of life are the
pulpit we use to spread the Good
News of God’s love and forgiveness. Let us embrace that missionary vocation and respond to it
with all our hearts.

+Stephen Brislin
Archbishop of Cape Town

NET 2020

What’s happening next?
Please contact us at youthchaplaincy@gmail.com to register or if you have any queries.
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Tafelsig ELC keeps its doors open – a CWD good news story
The Tafelsig Early Learning Centre
(ELC) is a pre-primary school
situated in the gang-ridden area of
Mitchell’s Plain. Initially this crèche
was founded under Catholic Welfare
and Development in 2002. It is home
to 85 children and has a soup kitchen
feeding 150 people daily. Between
breakfast and lunch, in excess of 300
meals are prepared per day.
With the closure of CWD late last
year all staff were retrenched, which
included the teachers of Tafelsig Early
Learning Centre. Determined to find
a solution to see the continuance of
this school, the new Board of CWD
and the Archdiocese of Cape Town
set a goal to keep the doors open,
but were still to find a solution when
the principal Bridgette George and her
assistant Shireen Van Reenen, after the
Christmas holidays, reopened its doors
on 7 January 2019 using their retrenchment packages to fund operations.
On 10 October 2019 the school
was gifted with two new classrooms.
This came through a joint effort
between CWD and Breadline who
had worked on 47 similar projects in
prior years. The funds for this project
were raised through a bequest from
Mrs Sheila Heath, CWD UK, The

Vallely Family, St Anthony’s Parish in
Dorset, and a donor who requested to
remain anonymous.
The construction of these two classrooms is the first stage of a three year
development project for the school.
Funds still need to be raised for ablution facilities, a children’s playground,
perimeter walls and an additional
three classrooms.
Auxiliary Bishop Sylvester David
OMI, who blessed the classrooms,
reminded those present of the
theme chosen by Pope Francis for
the Extraordinary Mission Month
(October 2019): “Baptized and Sent:
The Church of Christ on Mission
in the World”. He emphasized the
important role of parents in the formation of their children and also
noted that through the awareness of
the needs of this Centre, other role
players took on the responsibility of
carrying out the Mission of Christ.
The bishop lauded the efforts and the
coming together of the various roles
to enhance the lives of those in need.
He concluded the blessing ritual by
chatting with the children, praying
with them and blessing them.
Tafelsig Early Learning Centre
now has its own Management Board

The grateful and heartfelt prayers of the children during the opening
of the new Tafelsig ELC

who will continue to support and raise
funds for this much-needed Centre.
Under the management of Bridgette
and Shireen, the dream of providing
a good learning foundation for the
children may be a reality for these two

hard-working and dedicated women.
Tafelsig ELC is one of three crèches
that are being helped to independence
by CWD and the Archdiocese, before
CWD finally shuts down.
Text by the CWD Team

ABOVE, L-R: Cutting the ribbon at the opening of the new Tafelsig ELC; blessing by Bishop Sylvester David OMI; Bishop Sylvester engages with the children after the blessing

12 Bouquet Street, Cape Town 8001 |Tel +27 (0)21 462-2417 | www.adct.org.za | Email: vacancy@adct.org.za

VACANCY: Accountant
The Finance Department of the Archdiocese of Cape Town is looking for an experienced, qualifed Accountant to manage
and maintain its accountng records reportng to the Financial Administrator of the Archdiocese.
Key dutes and responsibilites include













Prepare, maintain and report on all Archdiocesan fnancial accounts in accordance with IFRS for SMEs;
Proper record-keeping and audit trails of all transactons;
Full payroll functon in compliance to relevant legislaton and internal processes;
Maintain adequate cash fow needs through prudent management of reserves;
Professional, efectve and consistent communicaton with all internal and external stakeholders including
management, staf, priests, laity, parishes;
Maintain and ensure sound internal fnancial controls via electronic banking, manual cash, cheque payments and
other Archdiocesan resources / assets;
Tracking and follow-up on accounts receivable and payable with relevant debtors / creditors;
Perform bank reconciliatons of all accounts and clear reconciling diferences;
Assist the Financial Administrator through regular reportng and analysis of fnancial informaton;
Manage and administer treasury investments and interest calculatons;
Manage and administer staf retrement annuity fund contributons;
Facilitate and coordinate entre audit process with auditors including compiling the fnancial statements.

Requirements include










Compulsory professional qualifcaton of a university degree in Accountng / Auditng;
Compulsory experience of minimum 5 years – previous experience in a religious organisaton or NPO would be an
advantage;
Compulsory knowledge and excellent experience of sofware such as Quickbooks Pro (Desktop), Quick Payroll,
SARS efling and e@syfle, Microsof Ofce suite (Excel, Word, Outlook), Standard Bank Business Online and EFTS
batch imports;
Candidate must have impeccable honesty, integrity, trustworthiness, reliability and be able to work independently
without constant supervision; strong atenton to detail and data analytcs;
Candidate must be willing to learn / understand the entre accountng system in the Archdiocese context and
demonstrate the ability to handle pressure, deadlines, mult-tasking, and be prepared to assist with urgent maters
arising;
Candidate need not be Catholic, but must demonstrate a passion for the church’s mission and be willing to aid the
church in fulflling this mission;
Candidate must have no criminal record and be willing to undergo a background check.
The successful candidate will be ofered a market-related salary with a probatonary contract of three months.
Please email your CV with 3 independent, contactable references directly to the Financial Administrator at:
vacancy@adct.org.za
Closing date: 15 November 2019
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Theology
Today
Mgr Andrew Borello
In the third and fourth centuries AD, an interesting development occurred in the formation
of Christian Spirituality, which
centres on the withdrawing
into the deserts of Egypt and
Judea. St Anthony is among
the first and certainly most
famous of the desert mothers
and fathers. Initially this was
a solitary life of prayer, work,
penance and charity, but later
developed into a loose association of solitaries. This would be
the beginning of Monastic life.
The idea of going into the
silence of the desert was to
confront oneself and the world
in order to meet the challenges
of self and the world in terms
of the Gospel. It was about
personal conversion and deepening of relationship in Christ
– a growing spiritual life. But
it was equally about facing the
reality of the world in order to
work to transform it in prayer,
fasting and charity.
Subsequently, this movement into life in the desert has
been labelled “flight from the
world”. Certainly the world of
that period was a very hostile one, with the persecution
of Christians and conflicts
within the Church caused by
the many heresies that had to
be confronted and dealt with.
Christians might have been
tempted to flee the world,
but the desert is an unlikely
place, with its own hostility
and serious challenges to life.
The point of the desert and its
silence is that there is no place
to hide – in a very real sense
one is “naked” and forced to
face oneself and to deal with
the truth. Perhaps, even more
importantly it is having to face
the world for its transformation.
This
development
in
Spirituality and the Christian life
is directly linked to the Gospel
demand of being in the world,

but not of the world. This is
hugely demanding of us in our
present times, where we are
so caught up in the world, so
absorbed and obsessed with it,
that the Christian life is excluded as irrelevant and belonging
to the past. The Gospel and
Christianity will always have a
newness and relevance, but we
have to hear the Gospel and
live it in its many demands and
challenges. Being of the world,
may well be one of the greatest
of those challenges.
So we are those who are in
the world, but do not belong
to the world, which means not
being caught up and absorbed
in the world – we live in the
world, but are not formed and
determined by it. We have an
independence from the world
in our dependence on Christ, as
his disciples. This is extremely
hard to achieve and again puts
pressure on the realisation of
the true Christian life. Yet it
remains a critical issue and
challenge. Simply put, our values cannot be of the world,
but must be of the Gospel and
must be reflected in how we
live our lives.
Equally important for us is
the fact that Christianity is not
an escape from the world –
flight into the desert. Rather
we live in the world to transform the world. If we allow
ourselves to be engulfed by
the world, then we will fail
in this task of transformation.
And this is exactly the reality
that we are facing – where are
Christians in the forefront of
efforts to change our society
and our world? This needs to
be for us a critical expression of
our Christian faith and life – to
be the presence of Jesus and
the Gospel to all around us and
to the world as transformative
love. In the world, but not of
the world and for the radical
changing of the world.

KLEINVLEI: St Catherine’s Woman’s Group held their Annual Weekend Retreat at Bridges Retreat
Centre in Franschoek. The theme of the Retreat, lead by Sr Margaret Craig CSN, was ‘Baptised and Sent’.

The chairlady of St Catherine’s
Woman’s Group with retreat
leader Sr Margaret Craig of
Nazareth House, Cape Town.

13 young people were Confirmed on 15 September 2019 by Archbishop
Stephen Brislin at St Catherine’s Parish in Kleinvlei. Here they pose
for a photograph with Archbishop Brislin and their parish priest, Fr
Emmanuel Okika

Dedication the
key to success

“Dedication is key to anything we do in life”, says Zaine
Perry, who recently completed matric and who received
an Academic Honours award as well as an award for
never missing a day of school from grade 1 to matric!
“Without this, one cannot achieve the goals we set for
ourselves.”
His parents could not be more proud of him, and he
has exceeded their expectations. Besides being dedicated in all he applies himself to, he is loyal and hard
working, and has a sense of compassion and humility,
says his mother.
Zaine is also a committed member of St Mary’s
Cathedral parish. He is an Altar Server, a trainee
Catechist, a member of St Vincent de Paul Society
(helping the poor, needy and marginalised), a Proclaimer
of the Word and has also done community service as a
trainee Sacristan.
Says Fr Rohan Smuts, his parish priest, (he is) “a
remarkable and sensitive young man who has exhibited
qualitites of generosity and concertn to and for others.
In addition, he is a committed Christian and unapologetically so; a rare quality for someone so young in today’s
world. This permeates everything he does, whether
within the context of the Church, his school, or socially.
Of his future, he says, “Hopefully I see myself in the
next five years as still studying medicine. If this is not in
God’s plan I expect of myself to be successful in whatever
I set out to do. (Although, according to others, I will be
at the seminary in the next five years...
)

MARIAN
This beauty clothed
in silent mystery
that mother mine;
This masterly, untainted melody
did God design.
This Maid beyond angelic praise
that Star above;
This dream of God’s unending gaze,
that Queen of love.

The Atlantis Catholic Senior Club enjoying a ‘farewell’ lunch with Fr
Pierre Goldie, at Janine’s “Coffee Meets Sandwich” in Atlantis. A good
time was had by all. Fr Pierre has been appointed as parish priest of St
Raphael’s, Khayelitsha and Fr John Keough replaces him in Atlantis.
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This Tabernacle of the God on high,
that Mystic Rose;
This poem that angels breathe in
every sigh
did God compose.

Fr Ralph de Hahn
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St Clare’s celebrate 40th
anniversary at Ngome

From
the

BOOK

KOLPING SOUTH AFRICA
is looking for a Social Worker/Auxiliary Social Worker to
work on a part time basis in their Family Life Programme.
Please contact Laurian Kleinhans on
021 975 9722 / 083 576 4232

To celebrate their parish’s 40th
anniversary, a group from St Clare’s,
Elsie’s River went on a pilgrimage to
the shrine at Ngome. What an awesome time of prayer and refreshing
of the spiritual batteries, to break
away from it all in the quiet hills of
northern kwaZulu Natal.
The experience most definitely
built bonds amongst parishioners,
especially on the bus, and the intense
prayerful programme for the week
kept us close to our reason for going.
To pray, sing, worship, be silent and
listen to God, and the message that
our mother Mary, tabernacle of the
Most High, has for us.
The spiritual mood was powerfully
set by the priests who made it known
that we ourselves need to be tabernacles of God and that we have to
promote and proclaim this to others
in a spirit of love, joy and peace.
Make room for the Lord in your
busy life, and through the sacraments that are freely available, stay
connected to Jesus. A blessed time
indeed that ended on a high note in
Durban’s uShaka, and parishioners
getting their favourite curry spices.
Thank you to Deacons Sampson
and Joseph for the wonderful arrangements, and to all who participated.
We pray, O Lord, to keep us in
your mercy and love. May Mary,
Tabernacle of the Most High, always
pray with us to her son Jesus. St Clare
pray for us.
Wayne Carolissen

Cardinal Napier
launches book in CT

Cardinal Wilfrid Napier launched his
book, The Here and Now Christian
at the Chancery in Cape Town on
Monday 14 October 2019.
The book includes Cardinal Napier’s
columns in The Southern Cross as well as
a previously unpublished interview from
2013 with Günther Simmermacher,
editor of The Southern Cross.
The Here and Now Christian, which
has been arranged into 28 chapters,
gives the cardinal’s response to social
issues, reflection on how they affect
society, and suggestions of actions.
In his book, the cardinal speaks
about violence in South Africa and
suggests: “An essential ingredient for
a good life in a good human society is
good people living in good families.
That I think is the secret, that’s the
core of how we’re going to get South
Africa turned around,” he said.
“They’ve laid the book out beautifully,
with a little introduction, where it gives
the situation of how it fits into what was
going on either in my life or the country
or the Church, and then right at the end,
there are practical suggestions on how
you could apply what you’ve just read to
situations around you,” Cardinal Napier
said in his Radio Veritas interview.
The Here and Now Christian is pubARCHDIOCESAN NEWS
October-December 2019

lished by Sunrise Publications and can
be ordered online at www.hereandnowchristian.co.za, or at the Chancery
(021 462 2417) for R180.
A discount is offered on bulk orders,
and proceeds from the book will benefit the Napier Centre 4 Healing, an
aftercare facility for post-rehab addiction residents.
Please contact Dawn Haynes at
surisepubdh@gmail.com for more
information.
Review courtesy of The Southern Cross

Cardinal Napier signs a copy of his book at its launch at the Chancery

As a Scripture scholar, Auxiliary
Bishop Sylvester David OMI
believes that the Scriptures are
central to our lives as Christians. In
this regular column he will present
various insights from the Bible,
hoping that they will become a
stimulus for us to read, ponder
and reflect on God’s Word – and
so give direction to our lives.
The need for reflection
Passage for reflection: Luke
10:38-42. This is based on the
Gospel reading for Tuesday of
the 27th week – the day on
which this reflection is penned.
Introduction: This passage is
inserted into the commissioning
of missionaries in Luke’s Gospel
and follows immediately after
the story of the Good Samaritan,
when one is tempted to go out
on the highways of the world
around us and seek out the
wounded.
In the story of Martha and Mary,
Luke reminds us that reflection
is an essential component of
any mission strategy. Mary sits
at the Master’s feet and that is
presented as the better part.
October is mission month and
we need to ensure that we have
the right grounding for our missionary activity.
The Bridge of a ship and its controls: I was once a chaplain on a
cruise ship from Cape Town to
Singapore. In the course of the
trip I was invited to pay a visit to
the control cabin – a room from
where one has a clear view of
the ocean in front of the ship.
In the middle of the room was
the steering wheel (nowadays
simply called the “helm”) and
one of the crew was constantly
adjusting the direction of the
ship, unlike driving a car. The
captain pointed to a panel in
front of the steering wheel
which indicated a number: 250
degrees. He explained that
someone of the crew was in
charge of finding out:

• Where exactly the ship was,
and
• Which direction the ship
therefore had to take.
There are no signposts or directional signs at sea. They have
to rely on technical expertise
and watchfulness in order to
maintain the correct course
and direction. In this case the
direction was 250 degrees. The
captain then pointed to a big
compass under that number;
the compass showed the actual
direction of the ship; it was
striking to see that as soon as
the crew member at the steering wheel stopped for a while,
the ship immediately started
going off course. Day and night
the person in charge had to
turn and turn at that wheel to
make sure that the ship would
go in the right direction and
reach its destination. It was of
course not enough to have the
direction clearly indicated on
the panel, what was needed
was constant attention and
constant correction of the
course.
I think this is a powerful image
of our lives.
We need to ask the questions:
• Where are we now?
• Where do we want to go
from here?
When we know where we are
and where we want to go, we
still have to check constantly
whether we are really going in
the right direction.
It is in this process of constant
redirection of our lives that the
power of God slowly reveals to
us who God is and who we are.
The two together are the deepest mysteries of our lives. This
is why reflection exercises are
essential for Christian life.

+Bishop Sylvester David OMI
Auxiliary Bishop of Cape Town

Articles, letters and advertisements should reach us by 15 January
2020 for the January-March 2020 edition.
Please address all correspondence to:
Archdiocesan News, PO Box 2910, Cape Town, 8000. Tel: 021 462 2417.
Fax: 021 461 9330. E-mail: publications@adct.org.za
Website: www.adct.org.za
Also find us on: www.facebook.com/archdiocesecapetown
Editor: Stephen Docherty. Layout, Production & Advertising:
Stephen Docherty
Regular Contributors: Archbishop Stephen Brislin, Bishop Sylvester
David OMI, Mgr Andrew Borello, Fr Ralph de Hahn, Centre for Pastoral
Development, Catholic Parliamentry Liaison Office, Youth Chaplaincy
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CPLO Roundtables

The Sense
of a Goose
What

we can learn

from geese

Fact 1: As each goose flaps its
wings, it creates an “uplift” for
the birds that follow. By flying in
a ‘V’ formation, the whole flock
has 71% greater flying range than
if each bird flew alone.
Lesson: People who share a
common direction and sense of
community can get where they
are going quicker and easier,
because they are traveling on the
thrust of each other.

Winners and Losers, Forces and Factions: Where does SA stand after
the 2019 Election, 18 July 2019 L-R: Dr Zwelethu Jolobe, Adv Mike Pothier
(Programme Manager, CPLO), Fr Peter-John Pearson (Director, CPLO), Ms Ranjeni
Munusamy & Ms Thandi Smith

Fact 2: When a goose falls out
of formation it suddenly feels
the drag and resistance of flying
alone. It quickly moves back into
formation to take advantage of
the lifting power of the bird
immediately in front of it.
Lesson: If we have as much
sense as a goose, we stay in formation with those headed where
we want to go. We are willing
to accept their help and give our
help to others.

Eskom Unbundling Explained, 29 August 2019 L-R: Mr Hilton Trollip, Ms
Makgola Makololo, Ms Lovedonia Mkansi (Project Co-ordinator, CPLO) & Fr Peter-John
Pearson (Director, CPLO)

Fact 3: When the lead bird
tires, it rotates back into the
formation to take advantage of
the lifting power of the bird
immediately in front of it.
Lesson: It pays to take turns
doing the hard tasks and sharing leadership. As with geese,
people are interdependent on
each other’s skills, capabilities,
and unique arrangement of gifts,
talents or resources.

HOLY SITES TRAVEL
YOUR GROUP TRAVEL EXPERT

BIG- Still a means to bridging the inequality gap? 05 September 2019
L-R: Dominic Brown & Kenny Pasensie (Project Co-ordinator, CPLO)

Electoral Reform: Do we need to change the way we vote? 20 September
2019 L-R: Fr Peter-John Pearson (Director, CPLO) Dr Mamphela Ramphele, Ms Farai
Savanhu & Mr Hanns Bühler (Regional Representative for Southern Africa, HSF).

Holy Sites Travel specializes in pilgrimages to the Holy Land.
We also offer packages to Italy, France, Portugal, Spain, Poland and
Marian Shrines worldwide; the most popular is to Lourdes, Fatima &
Medjugorje
If your parish is planning a pilgrimage, please contact us as we will
gladly prepare a proposal for you.
Our programs are all custom made to suit the needs and requirements
of the group.
Our contact details are:
Email: info@holysites.co.za
WhatsApp: +27 082 9750034 / Mobile: +34 67 4868771

P O Box 379
Cape Town
8000
Tel 021 465 5904
Fax 021 461 0785
www.catholicbookshop.co.za
custserv.cbs@mweb.co.za

Street address The Grimley, 14 Tuin Plein (off Hope Street) Cape Town

Books, repository, vestments, gifts, and much more.
Mail orders accepted.

Prepare for Advent

Seminar: Displaced Person and the Dynamics of Integration, 10 July
2019 L-R: Fr Peter-John Pearson (Director, CPLO) & Prof Barbara Franz

You are invited to a
morning of reflection
and prayer with
Mgr Andrew Borello

Fact 4: The geese flying in formation honk to encourage those
up front to keep up their speed.
Lesson: We need to make sure
our honking is encouraging. In
groups where there is encouragement, the production is much
greater. The power of encouragement (to stand by one’s heart
or core values and to encourage
the heart and core values of
others) is the quality of honking
we seek.
Fact 5: When a goose gets
sick, wounded, or shot down,
two geese drop out of formation
and follow it down to help and
protect it. They stay with it until
it dies or is able to fly again. Then
they launch out with another
formation to catch up with the
flock.
Lesson: If we have as much
sense as a goose, we will stand
by each other in difficult times as
well as when we’re strong.

Date: Saturday 30 November
Time: 09h00 to 13h00
Place: Pinelands Parish
PPC members
Catechists
Youth Leaders
Proclaimers of the Word
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
Music Ministers and Choir Members
Hospitality Ministers
Funeral Ministers
Altar Servers

RSVP pastoral@adct.org.za
Bring your own cup for tea

Parliamentary Training 07 September 2019
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C atechetics F estival

CPD Training Courses
JAN

FEB

11
18
22
25
26
29
1
4
5
5
8

11
15
15
15
19
22
22
27
28
29
MAR 4
7

09.30-12.30
09.00-13.00
19.00-21.00
09.30-12.30
19.00-21.00
10.00
10.00-13.00
19.00-21.00
10.00-13.00
09.30-12.30
10.00-13.00
09.30-12.30
09.00-12.00
19.00-21.00
09.30-12.30
09.00-13.00
19.00
19.00
09.00
19.00-21.00
09.00-12.00

14 14.30
14 09.30-12.30
15
21
21
21
28
28
28
28
28

14.30
09.00
09.30-12.30
09.30-12.30
09.00-13.00

Please direct all queries
about training to CPD
at 021 462 2417.

Catechetical Trainers’ Meeting at St Ignatius, Claremont
Leadership in Ministry at OLHC, Lansdowne
Theology Course at the Chancery
Catechetical Co-ordinators’ Meeting at St Ignatius, Claremont
Catechetical Commissioning Sunday in the parishes
Theology Course at the Chancery
Xhosa Ministries Retreat at St Raphael’s, Khayelitsha
Holy Childhood Mass at OLHC, Lansdowne
Theology Course at the Chancery
Holy Childhood Mass at OLHC, Lansdowne
Catechetical Formation Programme, session 1 at Lansdowne, Parow, Westridge,
Strand and Makhaza
Holy Childhood Mass at OLHC, Lansdowne
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd. Venue to be confirmed.
RCIA (Grade 3), session 1 at St Ignatius, Claremont
Proclaimers of the Word co-ordinators’ meeting at the Chancery
Theology Course at the Chancery
Catechetical Formation Programme, session 1 at St Jude’s, Vredenburg
SPRED Retreat at Ss John and Paul, Belhar
Rite of Election at OLHC, Lansdowne
Rite of Election at St Mary’s Cathedral.
New Youth Leaders training at the Chancery
Theology Course at the Chancery
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion co-ordinators’ meeting at the
Chancery
Xhosa PPC Training – Roles and Responsibilities. Venue to be confirmed
Catechetical Formation Programme, session 2 at Lansdowne, Parow, Westridge,
Strand and Makhaza
RCIA – First Scrutiny – in parishes
Xhosa PPC Training – Roles and Responsibilities. Venue to be confirmed
RCIA – Second Scrutiny – in parishes
Youth Conference at the Italian Club
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, session 2. Time and venue to be confirmed.
RCIA (Yr 3) – Session 2, at St Ignatius, Claremont
Catechetical Formation Programme, session 2 at Vredenburg
Morning of Prayer & Reflection for all involved in Ministry at Christ the King,
Pinelands
RCIA – Third Scrutiny – in parishes
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ABOVE: A collage of photos from the annual Catechetical Festival, held
on 5 October at OLHC, Lansdowne, which began with the celebration
of Mass by Archbishop Stephen Brislin, together with Catechists from
over 40 parishes in the Archdiocese. At tea, in the hall afterwards,
Catechists were invited to view exhibition stands displaying the work
of SPRED, Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, and wooden craftwork for
use in Catechesis. After tea, Fr Ralph de Hahn inspired and motivated
the Catechists to continually grow in their relationship with Christ and
be filled with the Spirit in their ministry. Evona Rebelo, co-ordinator of
Catholic Schools in the Archdiocese facilitated an interactive, fun-filled
session based on Pope Francis’ encylical Laudato Si’, exhorting humankind to take care of the earth.
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Alpha impacts lives and changes hearts
On Sunday 26 May 2019 four churches in our archdiocese came together
to start the Youth Alpha program at
Grassy Park parish. The participants
were from the Confirmation candidates (all faith levels) of Grassy Park
parish and the final year candidates
of St John Bosco, Westridge. The
facilitators were from St John Bosco
Westridge, St Theresa’s Welcome
Estate and St Mary of the Angels
Athlone. The program was fully supported by Grassy Park parish priest Fr
Baiju MSFS, who welcomed everyone
warmly and was glad to have Alpha
again for the Confirmation candidates.
The children were apprehensive at
first, not knowing what to expect
from the 10-week program. The parents dropped them off at 4pm every
Sunday and collected them again at
6pm. As the weeks went by the children opened up more and more to the
promptings of the Holy Spirit. The
talks and sharing afterwards in groups
helped put them at ease. The Alpha

weekend away, at Fish Hoek Rotary
camp, ran from Friday 25 to Sunday
27 June 2019.
It was an amazing and spirit-filled
weekend as the children enjoyed
learning more about the Holy Spirit
and growing closer to God. Lots of
fun was had – but they also took their
journey towards God very seriously.
Mass was celebrated by Fr Baiju at
12.00 on the Sunday – after doing his
two parish Masses. Then everyone
had a wonderful lunch and the taxis
fetched the children at 3pm. By this
time we could no longer tell who was
from John Bosco and who was from
Grassy Park as the children were
bonded and united in love.
There were three more lessons to
do after the weekend. One of them
was a healing service by Fr Subeesh
O Praem, parish priest of St John
the Evangelist in Fish Hoek. On 4
August the parents were invited to a
social gathering to hear the children
testify about how Alpha had impacted
their lives. The parents also testified

Youth at the Alpha camp in Fish Hoek

to the positive changes that they had
seen in their children since the Alpha
program. Fr Baiju thanked everyone

for a job well done, after which there
was cake and tea.
We praise God for the Alpha pro-

gram and all the changed hearts that
it has brought about. May God be
praised.

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH! On Sunday 8 September the Men’s Minstry and parish community of St Clare, Elsie’s River (above, L-R, pics 1 & 2) protested against the abuse of women

and children in the busy street of Halt Road after Holy Mass; Also on 8 September, the parish community of Immaculate Conception, Parow (above, L-R, pics 3 & 4) protested the
abuse. The Men’s Ministry are challenging all other men’s groups and parishes to do likewise. Let us pray for healing from the scurge of violence against innocent women and children.
Mary our mother, tabernacle of the Most High, pray for us. St Joseph pray for us.

The parish of St Clare’s, Elsie’s River wish Mrs Dorris Petersen a blessed and happy 90th birthday.
Also celebrating with her at 60 was her daughter Viginia. She was one of the first Catechists and PPC members at St Clares 40 years ago and also a Eucharistic minister and Prayer group leader in her early years.
Aunty Dorris celebrated this auspicious occasion with all her children and extended family in a Holy Mass
for her intentions, and parish priest Fr Job handed her a gift of love from the parish. We pray and thank
God that the Lord will continue to bless her with good health, protection, joy and comfort. As a gesture
of her love for the community, parishioners were invited to join her for a cup of tea and koeksisters in the
hall. We salute you Aunty Dorris. May St Clare always pray for you and us.
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Hail, Holy Queen!

KOLPING
Guest House &
Conference Facility
Situated in a tranquil garden setting in the centre of Durbanville,
with pool and braai facilities, we offer both tastefully decorated Bed and Breakfast rooms and Self-Catering units, as
well as a full English breakfast and dinner by arrangement.
Conference facilities, wheelchair facilities, within walking
distance of shops, restaurants, banks and close proximity to
Catholic Church, tennis courts, golf course and wine route.
We would like to be your
home away from home

CONTACT
Sandy De Villiers
7 Biccard Street Durbanville 7550
Tel +27 21 970 2900.
Fax +27 21 976 9839
E-mail: info@kolpingguesthouse.co.za
www.kolpingguesthouse.co.za

History of the Bellville Catholic
Charismatic Prayer Group
In 1976 the first Charismatic Prayer Group began under the spiritual guidance of the late Fr Bill Butler, then parish priest of Bellville. The meetings
were held once a week, where a small group met in the presbytery dining
room of Our Lady of Fatima Church.
As the group expanded, the venue was forced to move to the Holy Cross
School Hall in Blomtuin, Bellville. A year later, for practical reasons, another
group began at Holy Family Church in Bellville South under the guidance of
Fr David Rowles. One of the first Life in the Spirit Seminar’s was held at Our
Lady of Christians in Lansdowne. People were prayed over and lives were
transformed. The prayer groups flourished in Cape Town.
We celebrated our fortieth birthday in 2016. Our members endeavor to
make an active contribution to the various ministries of the parish. Our aim
and desire is to support the parish first and foremost as faithful intercessors
and strive to be ambassadors for Jesus. We do this in our weekly meetings
where we are also encouraged to exercise our spiritual gifts of the Holy
Spirit.
We are concluding this year on a high note by hosting our first Healing and
Deliverance Conference. Our two guest speakers will be Fr Joseph Wilson
from the Archdiocese of Pretoria and Fr Colin Bowes from the Diocese of
De Aar. Both are well known for their expertise in healing and deliverance.
It will be held from Sat 14 to Monday 16 Dec 2019 at Our Lady of Fatima
Community Hall on the cnr. of Ross and Welgemeend Streets, Bellville. The
conference promises to be an enriching spiritual experience.
Our prayer group also forms part of the greater Catholic Charismatic
Renewal in Cape Town, where we are blessed with various spiritual retreats
and workshops to motivate and inspire deeper spiritual growth and a personal relationship with our Triune God.
We also form part of the International Family, CHARIS. In 2017 our members were represented at the 50th Centenary Conference of the Catholic
Charismatic Renewal Conference in Rome.
All are welcome to join us at our meetings every Tuesday at 19.30 at Holy
Family Church Hall, Eendrag Street, Bellville South.
ARCHDIOCESAN NEWS
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HIGH TEA

ABOVE: St Clare’s parish in
Elsie’s River celebrated a parish
High Tea as part of their 40TH
ANNIVERSARY celebrations. It
was a well executed and fun-filled
fundraiser with Deacon Theo
April as MC.
The various ministries in the
parish put their best foot forward
in an effort to show off for the
best table presentation.
The afternoon was opened
by parish priest Fr Job, while all
enjoyed some entertainment. On
a more serious note, there was a
speaker who spoke on the subject
of uplifting our community from
the grip of substance abuse. This
is a scourge that plagues us all on
the Cape flats on a daily basis.
Prizes were given for individuals as well as centerpieces, and it
was evident that there was fierce
competition in all the layouts.
As a first, there was a men’s
table which, interestingly enough,
had very little tea as their beverage of choice. Needless to say,
they did not go thirsty!
A very big thank you to all the
fundraisers and to the ministries
teams for arranging this event.
And, of course, to all who came to
support us we extend a heartfelt
and warm thank you for a great
and memorable event.

Grassy Park Parish was doubly
blessed to celebrate the Queenship of
Mary as well as the Feast Day of our
church (Our Lady Queen of Peace)
on 22 Aug 2019! We began with
a Novena Triduum, which included
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
and Benediction, from Monday to
Wednesday. We began the evening by
praying the Rosary, led by our various Music Ministries, which opened
our hearts to the informative and
inspiring talks by a different priest
each night. It was uplifting to see so
many parishioners attend the Novena
services and to hear their voices fill
the church with the Divine Praises
and Hymns to Mary.
On Monday evening Fr Cecil
Dowling CSsR, parish priest at Our
Lady of Perpetual Help in Retreat,
reminded us that in order to be close to
Mary our Mother we need to keep her
in our thoughts, confidently call upon
her intercession and strive to be like her
in our desire to do God’s will.

Frs Noble Jose MSFS and
Baiju Mundackal MSFS

which is to start our day by giving
ourselves completely to Jesus through
the Immaculate Heart of Mary. The
more we get to know her and love her,
the more we will want to imitate her.
Fr Ralph de Hahn was scheduled
to celebrate the Queenship Mass, but
due to ill health was unable to join
us. May our Mother intercede for his
on-going good health.
Grassy Park parish priest, Fr Baiju
Mundackal MSFS, celebrated Holy
Mass which, in fact, was fit for a
queen! He gave some background to
the Feast as decreed by Pope Pius XII
and told us what a privilege we have

Fr Cecil Dowling CSsR

On Tuesday our assistant priest,
Fr Noble Jose MSFS, led us through
an historical journey. He is currently
giving Bible Study in our parish, so
he did not disappoint with his talk
on Mary, Queen Mother in God’s
Kingdom. He emphasized the important role of queen mother in the
Davidic Kingdom, as referenced in 1
Kings 2. Mary is our great intercessor
whose responsibility it is to intercede
for each one of us.
Fish Hoek parish priest, Father
Subeesh John O Praem, gave us 10
practical ways to love Mary. One of

Fr Subeesh John O Praem

as a church to bear the name “Our
Lady Queen of Peace”. As Jesus is the
Prince of Peace, Mary earns the title
Queen of Peace.
The evening was further blessed by
fellowship over cake and a cuppa.
We are deeply indebted to our
priests for sharing their wisdom and
love for the Queen of Heaven. It is
evident by their willingness to give
these talks that they have a great love
and a special place in their hearts for
the Mother of our Lord.
As we continue to pray and reflect on
the Mysteries of the Holy Rosary, may
our understanding and appreciation of
Mary’s role in our salvation increase.
May our love for Mary grow daily.
Mary, Queen of Peace, pray for us.
Michelle George
QoP Liturgy Committee
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The Western Cape delegates have
just returned from the Third Catholic
National Congress in Johnnesburg.
Over the course of three days we
journeyed together with 350 delegates
prayerfully discerning the way forward
for Catholic Education. Six keynote
addresses were delivered and should
anyone like to get a copy of any of
these please contact our office. As we
departed on the morning of heritage
day, our group decided to undertake
a social justice tour of Soweto where
we visited Regina Mundi Church,
the Hector Pieterson Museum and
Madiba’s home on Vilakazi Street.
We came away from this experience
with a renewed appreciation for the
courage and sacrifice that it took to
bring about transformation in this
country. This formative experience
prepared our hearts for the work that
lay ahead.
The Congress dealt with five main
themes within the context of Catholic
Education:
• Catholic Identity and Mission
• The role of Religious Education
• Preparing learners for life in the
21st Century
• Forming ethical leadership and
governance
• Sustaining and growing Catholic
Education
I would like to share with an
abbreviated version of the paper that I
delivered on Religious Education.
The title of our Third Catholic
Schools’ Congress “Towards tomorrow, together in faith” is an apt title
for the first national gathering of
our schools in fifteen years. South
Africa in 2004 was a markedly different country. We might have been
grappling with democracy teething
problems but we were largely optimistic and basking in the glow of the
new South Africa. Well, the glow has
lost some of its lustre, particularly now
that the commissions of enquiry are
revealing the true extent of the moral
degradation of some of our leaders.
The Church, too, has been battered
and bruised by child abuse scandals.
Our confidence in secular and Church
leadership has been shaken.
But we are ‘Advent’ people – people
of Hope! We know that The Catholic
Church and our schools have contributed much to the social capital
of this country and there is still a
great deal of work to be done. So we
are prepared to harness our collective energies, insights and wisdom
and plot the course towards a better
tomorrow. This brief paper focuses
on the important role that Religious
Education needs to perform if we are
going to support our children in living
meaningful ‘lives of abundance’ that
Jesus promises us in John 10:10. We
need our young people to do better
than we have. We need young people
who can engage insightfully with the
complexities of the world of today
– a world of huge inequalities, mass

migrations, economic uncertainties
and endemic violence. Our current
responses to these crises have not
borne good fruit.
Our schools are also struggling to
find appropriate ways of responding. Faith-based education is built
upon the principle that education is a
holistic enterprise. We educate young
people for life – not just to make
a living. We do this through our
values-based approach to teaching
all subjects, through our prayer and
liturgical programmes, through our
pastoral care programmes, through
our social justice programmes – but
most especially through our Religious
Education programme. Our Deeds of
Agreement were painstakingly negotiated to ensure that we might always be
able to preserve and promote our distinctive religious character. However,
the reality on the ground makes this
difficult. The CAPS curriculum has
placed significant pressure on our
teachers and allows for little flexibility. Finding sufficient time for RE is
becoming increasingly difficult. Lack
of RE resources also pose challenges.
Perhaps the biggest constraint is the
lack of suitable Religious Education
teachers.
However, none of these are unsurmountable. Where there is a will there
is a way. I would argue that we cannot
be Catholic schools if we are not
offering an RE programme. Perhaps
we need to look at renaming ‘RE’.
Is the term Religious Education too
narrow? Does it misguide? This is
the work of Congress.
I would like to suggest that Theme
2, which focuses on RE’s potential
to shape a better world, is in fact
foundational to the other four themes.
It therefore demands considerable
attention.
Kevin Treston in “A New Vision of
Religious Education” proposes the following goals of Religious Education:
• To develop a sense of personal
worth within each person. All are
created in the image of God
• To empower people to live with
the values that are derived from
the ethical stance of Jesus Christ
• To participate in liturgies, rituals and prayer that give deeper
meaning to life
• To share the stories and wisdom
of the Christian faith
• To raise consciousness of and
provide opportunities for the
realisation of the kingdom of
God through a just society
• To become attuned to the beauty
and mystery of creation
• To respond more actively to the

service of the poor
• To be open to search for truth
through an exploration of God’s
revelation in the world
• To participate in the prayer life of
the church
• To be more attuned to listening
to God’s word spoken through
the bible, the teaching church,
and the cultural environment
• To be recalled to a sense of sacred
story in one’s life journey and the
life journey of others
• To grow in reconciliation through
the transformation of failure
• To rejoice in the gospel of Jesus
and share this gospel through
evangelisation
Can we imagine the incredible
potential that Religious Education
might have if we are able to deliver
even a fraction of the goals mentioned
above? What might it take to offer
this? I’d like to suggest the following:
• The will and desire of the entire
school community to own the
sacred space that RE affords our
children
• Discernment and reflection upon
our current practices
• A commitment to resourcing, but
most particularly a commitment
to forming, RE teachers and RE
Co-ordinators
• Reclaiming lost spaces by returning to our founding documents
• Reflection upon our distinctive
contexts and acknowledging that
there can be no ‘one size fits all’
in Religious Education
• By providing opportunities for
all teachers to grow in faith and
spirituality
• An acknowledgement of our rich
multi-cultural and multi-faith
context
• A clear understanding of the distinction between catechesis and
religious education
• A forging of a new vision for
Religious Education.
Above all, I believe that we will
have to make a monumental commitment to forming RE teachers. And I’m
not just referring to professional RE
development here. Effective Religious
Education teachers do not depend primarily on the professional expertise or
their knowledge of content and methods, important as these may be. They
depend most on their appropriation
of Christian faith as their personal
vocation and call to holiness of life;
this “owned” faith commitment must
permeate their content and methods
if their teaching is to be integral and
effective. Thomas Groome, Professor
of Theology and Religious Education,
who has contributed so much to this
field, has repeatedly said, “The heart
of religious education is the heart of
the educator.” The spirituality and
ongoing conversion of the teacher is

Holy Trinity pupil mourned

Holy Trinity staff at Sports Festival

Srs Rosemary & Kathy visit Holy
Trinity
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LEFT: Regina Mundi Church in Soweto; ABOVE: Cape Town delegates

the bedrock of Religious Education.
Surely it is possible for us to harness
the rich resources which we have
within Catholic Education in order
to afford our teachers the spiritual
formation and nurturing that they
deserve. As in all eras before us we
will require ‘new wineskins for the
task’. What an exciting prospect – to
realise a new vision for Religious
Education. A new vision of Religious
Education will be an occasion for the
outpouring of God’s Spirit when the
old ones may “dream dreams” (again)
and the young ones “see the vision”
(Joel2:28)
Evona Rebelo

Rochelle Davids and Cardinal
Napier at the Conference

Holy Cross, Bellville turns 50

St James – our cyber crusaders

Meditation seminar for teachers and catechists

RE Teacher Training

RE Quiz
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ARCHDIOCESAN SECOND COLLECTIONS The Hands that Serve
PARISH

OPUS SANCTI PETRI
2018

2019

PETER’S PENCE
2018

A short story by Fr Ralph de Hahn

SEAFARERS

2019

2018

2019

Athlone

2,190.00

2,290.00

3,152.70

2,562.00

2,264.10

2,585.00

Atlantis

277.90

212.30

216.60

240.00

255.20

251.40

804.00

1,013.20

1,176.60

940.00

387.60

490.00

Belhar

Belgravia

1,176.00

2,038.00

1,215.00

1,607.00

1,290.00

1,888.00

Bellville

3,550.00

3,650.00

3,120.00

2,390.00

3,590.00

4,220.00

282.60

286.50

296.50

260.00

283.80

280.00

Bothasig

5,029.90

5,954.90

4,827.65

4,372.60

3,982.70

4,544.40

Brackenfell

2,480.00

2,550.00

3,132.80

1,580.00

1,870.00

1,770.00

Bridgetown

310.00

510.00

360.00

720.00

490.00

490.00

Camps Bay

1,171.00

1,300.00

1,195.00

1,144.00

1,131.90

Cathedral

2,334.30

2,482.80

2,278.90

Bonteheuwel

860.00
2,849.90

Claremont

2,920.00

1,638.20

3,830.00

1,641.40

3,090.00

2,550.00

Constantia

4,590.00

5,200.00

4,750.00

4,640.00

3,070.00

5,470.00

343.50

823.00

303.00

640.00

120.00

1,259.00

Delft
District Six

421.80

510.00

406.20

750.00

1,088.90

740.00

Durbanville

5,863.00

6,383.50

6,662.00

8,295.00

6,713.80

5,932.30

1,040.00

1,080.00

Elsie’s River

1,120.00

700.00

1,020.00

1,270.00

Factreton

1,003.10

824.50

1,167.80

1,069.70

Fish Hoek

1,806.00

2,223.80

1,771.70

3,368.90

2,583.50

1,977.80

Goodwood

4,058.60

3,580.00

3,505.30

2,390.00

2,176.80

1,770.00

Grassy Park

3,792.00

1,380.00

3,792.00

3,180.00

2,537.00

1,955.00

Green Point

3,690.00

3,670.00

2,850.00

3,600.00

3,110.00

3,500.00

110.00

798.00

130.00

1,104.00

Gugulethu

1,187.00

Hanover Park

1,355.00

2,310.00

1,354.00

1,852.00

1,020.00

Heathfield

6,055.60

4,762.70

6,153.90

6,468.00

6,424.20

Hermanus

2,513.30

582.20

3,191.40

2,371.10

Hout Bay

1,278.00

990.00

1,850.00

1,320.00

Khayelitsha QoA
Khayeltisha St R
Kleinvlei

508.00
607.00
1,312.20

1,465.00

1,188.00
5,287.90
3,033.00

1,130.00

1,312.00

320.00

300.00

515.50

519.00

528.00

419.00

1,812.20

2,098.60

1,533.10

1,456.40

Koelenhof

215.40

209.00

441.60

391.10

396.00

524.00

Kommetjie

2,568.00

1,520.70

2,511.50

1,708.00

1,461.00

1,651.00

Kraaifontein

1,210.00

2,119.20

1,469.20

1,564.60

930.00

1,141.20

Kuils River

2,094.00

1,290.00

2,249.00

1,624.80

530.00

682.50

313.00

473.50

269.60

281.00

308.60

376.00

Lambert’s Bay
Langa

816.00

888.00

410.00

739.50

700.00

320.00

Lansdowne

5,524.50

4,789.60

6,225.60

7,417.50

5,800.00

5,024.80

Lavistown

1,525.00

1,868.00

2,232.00

1,581.00

1,456.00

1,502.00

Lentegeur

3,013.90

2,500.10

3,613.20

3,202.60

3,181.55

2,246.90

Maitland

2,707.20

1,633.00

1,720.70

3,426.70

2,510.50

2,386.90

Malmesbury

274.20

378.00

370.50

106.20

514.20

317.00

Manenberg

528.80

810.40

426.40

1,004.50

447.20

614.40

Matroosfontein

2,450.00

2,980.00

3,010.00

3,060.00

3,384.00

3,130.00

Milnerton

4,200.00

3,170.00

3,510.00

3,810.00

1,050.00

930.00

Mowbray

3,192.30

5,172.60

3,464.10

4,583.60

2,428.80

3,452.90

Newlands

3,840.00

2,063.00

4,230.00

2,779.30

3,660.00

3,910.00

50.00

310.00

200.00

472.20

424.20

363.70

240.00

Nyanga
Observatory

165.00

Overberg

680.00

369.00

540.00

Paarl

2,379.30

4,175.00

4,601.80

3,761.00

Parow

5,400.00

5,400.00

4,800.00

5,410.00

6,940.00

2,674.00
7,410.00

Parow Valley

1,650.00

1,000.00

1,390.00

1,440.00

1,080.00

1,190.00

Pinelands

2,214.50

2,440.35

2,184.50

2,658.90

2,178.20

1,731.30

Plumstead

5,592.50

6,504.60

5,683.00

5,607.00

5,046.20

4,223.30

Portuguese
Retreat
Rocklands

534.50

417.80

1,375.60

742.10

928.20

735.80

1,560.00

3,702.60

1,030.00

1,595.00

780.00

3,313.40

768.00

1,532.00

1,466.00

1,525.00

800.00

1,505.00

Rondebosch

7,928.00

6,396.70

6,954.20

7,320.00

6,156.20

6,252.00

Sea Point

2,000.00

2,335.00

3,360.00

3,800.00

1,700.00

2,235.00
5,149.60

Simon’s Town

600.00

600.00

600.00

600.00

4,091.40

6,940.80

5,415.50

4,685.20

5,894.60

St James

1,913.30

2,502.30

1,634.90

1,546.20

2,255.70

NONE

Steenberg

2,229.20

1,989.00

2,600.10

1,970.00

1,451.80

1,878.00

Stellenbosch

3,500.00

3,500.00

3,000.00

3,000.00

2,929.00

2,738.20

Somerset West

Strand

3,388.10

3,869.50

3,782.50

3,570.00

3,880.70

3,630.00

Strandfontein

2,595.00

2,873.00

2,928.00

2,783.70

2,530.00

1,500.00

13,150.00

10,440.00

12,390.00

13,170.00

11,860.00

10,380.00

685.70

425.90

514.10

497.10

697.90

218.00

3,107.00

2,244.60

2,604.40

2,671.70

2,389.60

2,678.30

865.00

828.00

995.00

730.00

540.00

2,020.00

2,800.00

1,700.00

2,000.00

Table View
Tafelsig
Vredenburg
Welcome Estate
Westridge
Woodstock
Wynberg
TOTALS

R

896.00
1,100.00

400.00

1,000.00

700.00

930.00

600.00

1,410.00

6,257.50

5,347.40

5,141.40

5,284.40

4,323.90

4,622.60

172,591.10

169,702.45

180,567.25

180,229.10

145,794.15

156,566.20

The above figures represent deposits made up until 16 October 2019. Kindly email notifications to Tina at appeal@adct.org.za
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“Bengi!” The cry echoed over the
entire farm.
Meneer Hennie van Dal was in
search of his servant whose original
name was Benjamino Mangonone, but
as a servant he was demoted to a more
convenient name.
The young boy came running in
from the field with a tiny book in his
hands, “Ja baas, here I am.”
The expression on his employer’s
face was not all sunshine as he gazed
at the young 16-year old servant and
grumbled: “Have you been caught
reading again, and in your working
hours?” And grabbing the tiny book
from the boy’s hand, cried “and what
nonsense is this?”
“Ja baas, I am reading the Catechism
book that the Madam gave me only
yesterday.”
The boss roughly paged through the
tiny booklet. “This is Madam’s church
business; it doesn’t concern you. You
just try to be a good and obedient servant.” Hennie placed special emphasis
on the word “obedient.”
However, Bengi still carried a smile
on his kindly face saying, “But I like to
read about this Jesus and his Church.
And Madam says I can come with her
to church on that beautiful Jesus day.”
“What! Christmas!” burst out
Hennie, “you stick to your work and let
the madam carry on with her Roman
business; you and I are not Romans.”
As the setting sun spread its red
mantle over the lovely countryside
Meneer van Dal gave his servant final
instructions for the day and moved
off to join his wife Eileen for dinner.
Eileen was his lovely wife, the youngest daughter of the Potgieter family of Bloemfontein, but her mother
was truly Irish and that explained her
steadfast faith. She was one of those
Christians who firmly believed that
kindness is the key that fits in the lock
of any heart.
Once in the farmhouse Hennie
discarded his jacket and washed his
hands. “Our servant is spending a lot
of working hours reading your church
books…. I don’t know what else he is
up to!” he mumbled with a pinch of
bitterness.
“Nonsense!” replied Eileen in her
warm gentle voice, “that Bengi is a
wonderful worker. He’s never idle,
always obedient and such a joy to have
around.” Eileen thought she heard a
grunt from her husband.
“He’s already making plans for the
Christmas service in your church. Now
I don’t want him sitting close to me –
that is IF I go with you.”
“You are coming with me as always
– and this time, my darling husband,
Bengi comes with us.”
Well, Bengi never got to that special
Jesus Mass. Only six days before that
great celebration, he received word
from uMthata that his mother, now
a widow, was dying of tuberculosis. Tearfully he bid tot-siens to his
employers wishing them “a beautiful
Jesus Christmas” and promising that
“some day, somehow, I shall come back
to visit you.”
The years passed, and the Apartheid
Regime still held the whip. What
happened to Bengi nobody could tell.
Ten years, maybe twelve, rolled on into
memory lane.
On the farm “Tafelsig” Hennie and
Eileen lived a tranquil life with no
children, yet blessed
with two lovely African maids
and a new boy-servant named Dino.
However in Eileen’s eyes, no young
man could ever replace Bengi.
It was Christmas Eve in 1989 when
Hennie returned home to find his
wife Eileen sprawled across the kitchen
floor, obviously suffering much pain.
“Hold on, I’m calling the doctor” cried

Hennie with a nervous stutter, and
trembling from his confusion and sense
of inadequacy.
He made the call. The hospital was
43 miles away, and the parish church
at least seven miles from the farm.
Fortunately Doctor Lawrence was
available and took about 40 minutes
to drive to Hennie’s farm. He treated
Eileen for severe stomach cramps and
haemorrhaging.”
“To bed you go and in bed you stay
for six days, and that means no church
service for you this Christmas. Sorry
Eileen, however I wish you a peaceful
Christmas.”
When the doctor had left, Eileen
threw a glance at her husband.”
Honey dear, call the priest at our local
church.”
Her husband’s face registered some
surprise. “But honey, why the priest?
Come now, take
the doctor’s advice and rest, rest a
lot; and, please, no disturbances. I will
call the Father later.”
Eileen gazed at him pleadingly, no
words, just a faint smile, and he knew
she wanted a priest. She needed a
priest. So off he went to make the call
to St Philip’s Mission Church. When
he returned to her bedside she was
wearing a grateful smile. “Your local
priest is so busy this time of year, so
he will not be able to come right now,
but there is a visiting priest over this
weekend and I think he will be coming.” Eileen’s face lit up, closed her
eyes and prayed.
Hennie heard her whisper, “I
will need Confession, and Holy
Communion, and please God
also the Anointing.” For Eileen it
seemed hours just waiting; but, in fact,
Father arrived on a scooter within the
hour.
When Hennie opened the door,
there stood a black man with bushy
hair, a neat beard and a white priestly
collar showing through his heavy
clothing. “Good evening, you sent for
a priest,” he spoke softly. Hennie stood
there as if hit by a sledgehammer,
speechless, looking quite stupid. He
thought to himself: “a black priest!!” At
last he stammered “Oh yes, we called,
but my wife was expecting a….”
Eileen’s soft voice drifted in,
“Hennie, bring the priest inside,
Father do come in.” Hennie simply
gestured, murmuring some inaudible
apology. The priest moved in, looked
around the house slowly, smilingly,
then made his way to the bedside of
the wife. He greeted the patient with
a broad smile.
She was totally relaxed. “Father,
thank you for coming. I know how
busy it can be over Christmas time.
I would love all the Sacraments, if I
may, please.”
Again he smiled delightfully,
“Madam that is why I am here, to
serve. I know God sent me.”
Eileen gazed at this face. She
thought she knew this man. No, surely
she was wrong. That bushy hair, that
neat beard, that kindly face, and those
eyes. Yes, she knew those eyes, that
smile. “Father I DO know you, from
somewhere… tell me.”
The priest’s eyes swept across the
entire room. He smiled “Yes, Madam…
Yes baas Hennie… you do know me. I
come to wish you a beautiful Jesus
Christmas.
The room exploded with a glow of
sunshine. Even Baas Hennie shed a
tear.
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St Joseph’s shares in Soul
Circle’s event of Creativity

A philanthropic circle of friends, founded by Celia Falkenberg, chose St Joseph’s
Home as their beneficiary for their annual fundraising event. Known as Soul
Circle, the evening’s theme was “Creativity Awake” while being entertained
by St Joseph’s own Children’s Band. More than 100 guests attended the event,
engaged with speaker Nina Pearse, and also enjoyed special harvest platters of
delicious foods, wine and desert. Various items and trees were also auctioned.
The Van Stolk family donated two trees to SJH. The event was held at the Post
House Wine Estate, Somerset West.

St Joseph’s Home invited all its donors, friends and supporters to share in a year of blessings. Archbishop
Stephen Brislin, who is also a board member of SJH, was accompanied by Auxiliary Bishop Sylvester David OMI.
Sisters from different Congregations and Orders attended, while the Pallotti Sisters hosted the Mass. The SJH
Children’s band performed and the newly established staff choir gave their first public performance.

Historical
STELLENBERG
GARDENS

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR 2 DAYS
9th & 10th November 2019
Plants
(09h30 to 17h30)
on sale

at the
nursery

Tickets available at the gate:
Adults R50 • Children U/12 enter free
Garden Tea R30
(Cash and Zapper only)

Proceeds in aid of
St Joseph’s Home for
Chronically Ill Children
Enquiries:
magda@stjosephshome.org.za or 021-934-0352
www.stjosephshome.org.za
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L-R: Alrika Hefers (manager SJH), Adrian van Stolk (chairman SJH
Board), Thea Patterson (SJH Director) and Dayne Falkenberg (SJH
Board member) presented St Joseph’s to the guests.

St Joseph’s children perform in front of an appreciative audience. The
band has been developed over two years by two music experts Josey
and Igshaan. It is currently funded by the Ryan Foundation as part of
a children’s after school project which also includes an art and movement programme.

Sr Mary Virginia
Fredericks SAC
25 August 1928 – 14 August 2019

With gratitude and sadness I share
with you that our Sister Mary Virginia
Fredericks, the second oldest member
of the South African Province, was
called home to the Eternal Father on
14 August 2019, at the age of 91 years.
She was born in George, in the
Diocese of Oodtshoorn on 25 August
1928 and was the youngest sibling of
the Fredricks’ family.
Magdalena joined the Pallottine family in 1970 as a postulant. Thereafter,
she started her novitiate and received
the name “Sister Mary Virginia“. She
made her first profession on 22 January
1973 and her final profession on 22
January 1979.
Sister Mary Virginia served in several places – Oudtshoorn, George, St
Joseph’s Home Montana and Pinelands
at the St Vincent Pallotti Hospital (for-

merly St Joseph’s Sanatorium). Later,
she served in the Provincial House as
professional cook – taking great care of
her community’s well-being and that
of everyone who visited the house. She
was also a creative cook and kept her
very special secret recipes to herself.
Sister Mary Virginia was our historian and congregational “memory”.
If anyone asked about any historical
event, Pallottine Fathers or Brothers,
buildings or places her answer would
be: “I remember so well…”
In her later years, living with severe
arthritis and problems associated with
ageing, Sister Virginia spent much time
in prayer and reflection, especially with
regard to the hardships and sufferings
she endured in her life. In Christ she
found her true meaning, identity and
purpose. She understood that it is
He who reveals to us “who we really
are”. He gives meaning and purpose
to sufferings and loss. In Christ she
found her answers and saw how pains
could be transformed. At peace with
herself, she journeyed her last days

with fortitude and hope.
Seeing Sister Mary Virginia go
through her life reaffirms our belief
that life has little meaning without
Christ. In Him we have the joy of our
lives, our solace in anguish, our peace
in the midst of turmoil, and our hope
that after this short life, illusion passes
and we will join God in the beauty of
heaven.
Rest in Peace our sweet Sister
Virginia, even though we are sorrowful
because you are no longer with us, even
though you will be sorely missed by us,
we take comfort in the fact that you
have won your reward. Enjoy the beauty
of Heaven and the presence of Jesus.
It is our hope that we will join you
one day and together we will sing God’s
praises once again.
Sister Mary Virginia’s Requiem
Mass took place on Monday, 19 August
2019 at St Vincent Pallotti Convent,
Pinelands and she was laid to rest at
Woltemade Cemetery in Cape Town.
Sr Annemarie Niehsen SAC
Provincial Superior

For information about St Joseph’s Home you can phone +27 21 934 0352, email resourcedevelopment@stjosephshome.org.za,
visit our website www.stjosephshome.org.za or our Facebook page FaceBook.com/stjosephshome
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