Archdiocese of Cape Town
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Dear Bishop, Father, Monsignor, Deacon

Directives for further opening of the Churches under Lockdown Level 1

As you are aware, South Africa has now moved to Alert level 1 of the lockdown. Much of business
and social life is returning to “normal”, and it is important that we take further steps to ensure that
our parishes become operational again. Therefore, I request that you take note of the following:

Government Regulations regarding Public Worship for Level 1:

Alert level 1 allows for churches to increase the number of participants at public worship to a
maximum of 50% capacity of the Church building up to 250 people indoors, and 500 people for
worship outside. Funerals are limited to 100 people, provided that is less than 50% of the Church’s
capacity. I advise that funerals should not accommodate more than 30% of the seating capacity, but
certainly cannot be more than 100 people). All health and hygiene protocols must be fulfilled
(see below).

Caution:

A second wave of infection of the virus is expected, as has happened in many other countries. Israel,
for example, has had to return to a hard lockdown. According to the latest scientific evidence, the
virus is not only spread through surfaces and droplets but is also airborne. We have a responsibility
to ensure that our parishioners are kept as safe as possible

Every parish should, by now, have demarcated seating in the Church, as well as demarcated queuing
in the aisles and outside, in accordance with the need for social distancing — a minimum of 2 metres
in the front, back and on both sides of every person. Each parish should also, by now, and have a
Covid-19 officer and volunteers to help. Most parishes have opened at least for six people, others
for 15 and 25 people. The approach of the Archdiocese has been to slowly increase the number of
parishioners, and it would be extremely unwise for any parish to rapidly increase numbers at
Church services. Going to level 1 is probably the most dangerous time, especially as many people
are becoming impatient and complacent.

Increase in number of parishioners at Mass:

* It would seem that allowing 50% of the capacity of a Church and ensuring safer distancing
is a mathematical impossibility;

* Therefore parishes should calculate the total number of people that can be accommodated in
the seating area of the Church, and to permit 30% of that number to attend public worship
in order to observe the minimum 2m distance between people;

* The above also applies for Weddings and parish Confirmations;

* Funerals are limited to 100 people provided that is less than 30% of the Church’s capacity;

* Itis recommended that parish priests use their discretion in slowly increasing the numbers to
30% and not to have a sudden and unmanageable increase;
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* Those who are over 60, and those with pre-morbidities, are encouraged not to attend public
worship for the moment;

* The health and hygiene protocol must continue to be observed — this is a legal obligation and
I have contacted the Western Cape Government, who in turn clarified the situation with
SAPS. They affirm that all aspects of the protocols must be observed.

Reminder of the health and hygiene protocol:
® Masks must be worn throughout by clergy and congregation;
All must sanitize hands before entering the Church;
Temperatures must be taken;
The health questionnaire must be completed;
Every person must be registered;
Spatial distancing must be observed inside and outside the Church. Previously we advised
that there be only one point of registering attendees. With the bigger number that will have
to be increased;
* No singing in the Church (except, perhaps, by a soloist at a distance from others); musical
instruments may be played and there can be recorded music.

In addition our own church protocol;

* In the light of the fact that the virus is now considered to be airborne, there must be
maximum ventilation in Church before, during and after services;

* [Itis unwise to have more that one service in a Church on any particular day;

* [If it is necessary to have two services on a day, there should be at least a 6 hour period
between services, during which time the Church is ventilated;

* Every effort should be made to limit a service to 45 minutes;

* Communion to be received on the hand only, not on the tongue;

* Communion to be received by the faithful under one species only, i.e. not from the chalice

* Extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion may give assistance at the time of
Communion, but should not receive from the chalice;

* If there is a concelebrated Mass (or a deacon assisting) then proper social distancing must be
observed;

* The person responsible for purification of the chalice (the last person to receive from the
chalice) is the only one to drink from it — all other ministers to receive by intinction

* Priests/ministers to sanitize hands at appropriate times;

* Sign of peace must be in non-contact format, e.g. bowing to each other;

* Altar servers should not resume their ministry at this stage.

Catechism Classes:
Catechism classes may resume on the following conditions:
* All health protocols to be observed including the health questionnaire, registration and
spatial distancing;
* Parents must give their written and signed consent for their children to attend catechism.
* No child should be prejudiced in any way should their parent not give consent.

Covid 19 Alert App

In line with President Cyril Ramaphosa’s request, I request you to download the COVID Alert
South Africa app. The app will alert an individual if they have been in proximity to someone
infected by the virus. You can download the COVID Alert South Africa app on your smartphones —
from the Play Store if you have an Android phone, and Apple’s App Store if you have an iPhone.
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May I request you to please share this information among your parishioners and to spread this as
widely as possible

Season of Creation:

I take this opportunity to request you to please use your Whatsapp groups/webpages, or other means
of communication, to encourage people to join the Season of Creation Webinar. Time is short as the

webinar is on Friday 25" September 2020. Dominic Yom, our Archdiocesan Youth Worker, is
moderator of the webinar.

% N OF CREATION WEBINAR:
PROPHETIC VOICES FOR CLIMATE ACTION:
LEARN FROM OTHER YOUNG PEOPLE OF FAITH
ACTING FOR CLIMATE
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Prophetic voices for climate action. Find out what young people of faith are doing for Water
:vJustice, Divesting from Fossil Fuels, Fighting Plastic and Protecting the Amazon — with Catholic,

Lutheran and Anglican Speakers. Moderated by Cathc‘)lic”Youth’s Dominique Yon. Register at this
L Rups Autheranyorld-0rg 2oom g/ WN_yZCING

I thank you for the service you render to your parish community and assure you of my prayerful
support during these difficult times.

Sincerely in Christ

+Stephen Brislin

Archbishop of Cape Town 23 September 2020

Level 1 Directives — pg. 3 of 3




