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The nominal target for the 
Archdiocesan Year of Faith 
Building Fund Project is 

R10 million. Once the plans for 
Wallacedene and Old Crossroads 
have been put out to tender, let us 
hope the successful bids will be sig-
nificantly lower than that, without 
any loss of quality.

Based on that hope, I suggest R7m 
to R8m will be the amount actually 
needed.

Is there a reasonable possibility of 
such a sum being raised by the end of 
November?

Five major Archdicesan fund-raising 
projects are slated for 2013 (including 
a Big Festival at Holy Cross School, 
Bellville on 26 October), but these 
are unlikely to net much more than 
R1 million all told. The buy-a-brick 
campaign (if a score or so of wealthy 
Catholics can be encouraged to buy 
big) could raise between R1m and 
R2m.

Chances are these various 
Archdiocesan campaigns will produce 
R3m if, as we pray, they go according 
to plan. 

Where is the rest coming from? 
How to raise another R5m?

By fervent prayer, of course, and 
the Archbishop with his priests will 
continue to exhort the faithful. But 
rands must still exit pockets. 

Allow me, if I may, to describe 
fund-raising plans in Paarl. 

Paarl's Mountain
The parish of St Augustine of Hippo 

(with three churches) extends from 
Wellington in the north, through 
Paarl, to Franschhoek in the south-
east.

On the one week a month when 
there is a Saturday evening Mass at 
Franschhoek, Sunday Mass attendance 
(including the Mass of anticipation) 
is, I guess, well above 700. Annual 
receipts from the weekly offertory col-
lection totalled R590,000 last year.

Twenty-five of the Archdiocese's 
parishes receive more from their offer-
tory collections than that.

Paarl has committed to rais-
ing R150,000 for the Year of Faith 
Building Fund Project. If each of the 
parishes ranking above Paarl in terms 
of offertory collections adopted that 
target, that would produce R3.9m.

If the 46 parishes with an annu-
al offertory collection of less than 
Paarl's total contribute an average of 
R22,000 each, that would mean that 
the contributions from all 70 parishes 
in the Archdiocese would total almost 
exactly R5m.

Add in the funds from the centrally 
organised events, and you have R7m-
8m.

Is that just playing with numbers? 
How will Paarl (whose annual fund-
raising events for its own needs gener-
ally produce R50,000 at best) raise 
R150,000 in one year for the needs 
of others?

Bellville Catholic Church held a Family Day fundraising ini-
tiative for the building of Archbishop Brislin's Year of Faith 
churches, at the Holy Cross school in Bellville on 3 March 
2013, raising over R32 000. The Family Day was hosted 
and organized by the Knights of St Christopher Motorcycle 
Ministry, an association of Christian motorcyclists of whom 
parish priest, Fr Bogdan Buksa, is the chairman.

The Knights' mission is to establish a non-profit, inter-
denominational Christian organization, with dedicated 
Christian riders. They aim to serve the poor where there is 
a need and be a voice to those who cannot speak for them-
selves. Archbishop Stephen Brislin is their official patron.

Many generous parishioners worked hard to prepare 
the numerous food, craft and exhibition stalls, games for 
children, motorcycle rides and much, much more. A day 
of great fun was had by all and it was well supported by 
parishioners and motorcycle clubs alike.

Inspired fundraising
Two young people from Bellville parish were inspired to 

do their own fundraising for the Year of Faith churches, and 
between them raised R2 700.

Twelve year old Joy Graayenstein, who is a pupil at 
Holy Cross School, Bellville used her own pocket money 
during Lent to kickstart the putting together of two 
hampers of Easter chocolates and sweets which were then 
raffled after Sunday Mass at the Bellville churches. She not 

only put the hampers together and made the tickets, but 
made all the announcements after all the Masses on Sunday 
as to what her intentions and efforts were for the fundrais-
ing venture – and then sold the tickets after Mass as well. 
Her generous efforts raised R1 500.

Nicolas Frahm, also 12 years of age, was inspired to 
do his own fundraising after watching a video with his dad 
on Archbishop Brislin's Year of Faith appeal for the building 
of two churches in disadvantaged communities, from a 
link on the Archdiocese of Cape Town's website (www.
yofbuildingfund.org).

After first consulting with his parents as to what his 
intentions were, he decided to give up his pocket money 
for the period of Lent (instead of giving up other things 
like sweets and chocolates). He then put his R100 pocket 
money in a large jar, and after making announcements at all 
the Sunday Masses challenging fellow congregants to give 
generously to the Year of Faith churches, he stood outside 
each of the Masses (starting from the 1st Sunday of Lent) 
collecting people's cash contributions. On the first Sunday 
he made R800 and on the following Sundays collected 
R400, totalling an amount of R1 200.

Congratulations and well done to both of you! You are an 
inspiration to us all!

See page 9 for further details on the Bellville fundraiser.
Stephen Docherty

A delegation from Bellville parish presented Archbishop Brislin with a cheque for over R32 000 from their 
Family Day fundraiser at Holy Cross School, Bellville for the two Year of Faith churches that Archbishop 
Brislin is planning to build for two disadvantaged communities in our Archdiocese. In front are Joy 
Graayenstein and Nicolas Frahm, who through their own initiatives together raised R2 700.

Bellville Family Day raises over 
R32 000 for Year of Faith churches

FUNDRAISING

We take a deep breath and we 
climb together

A big target can be a challenge 
too far. When going for a big target, 
make sure it is credible. My own 
advice is: Never launch fund-raising 
with an empty tank.

In Lent, Paarl parish initiated 
kick-start under which 30 parishion-
ers were approached individually to 
pledge R2,000 each. Then the Parish 
Priest agreed to transfer R20,000 
from an annual charitable bequest 
that the parish receives from a will 
trust.  

When the fund-raising project was 
announced to the parish on Divine 
Mercy Sunday, we had already secured 
over half our target – R80,000 in 
pledges.

Perhaps we could have raised the 
whole target from 10% of parishion-
ers. But Christian charity, especially 
in the Year of Faith, is never just about 
the money.

Charity is rooted in solidarity – 
solidarity with those who receive, and 
solidarity among those who give, so 
everyone must have an opportunity 
to join in because we are a commun-
ion from which no-one is excluded 
and from which no-one can excuse 
themselves. 

But forget Paarl's target. It's not 
about Paarl. Our only boast is in the 
Lord (2 Cor 10:17). What you really 
want to know is how small parishes 
without wealthy parishioners can 
raise R22,000. 

The path up the mountain is 
the path of Love

Paarl's scheme for involving every-
one – and a scheme every parish can 
adopt – is our rand-a-day count-down 
project. We ask people to take a 
regular cool-drink tin and (having 
drunk the contents!) drop in it a rand 
a day for 100 days, counting down to 
the end of the Year of Faith.  

Paarl is budgetting for 300 tins 
(among 700-800 regular Mass-goers). 
If successful, rand-a-day count-down 
will produce R30,000 in Paarl. 

We ask each family to take two tins 
– one for the children and one for the 
parents. When the tins are distrib-
uted after Sunday Mass, participants 
will together pledge to drop in a R1 
coin a day for 100 days. Not cents. A 
rand coin.

If the family put their tins in front 
of a crucifix or holy picture at home, 
when they gather for night prayers 
that would be an excellent time for 
parents and children to live up to 
their pledge. 

Except for the destitute, a rand 
a day isn't a big deal; but living up 
to the pledge will require focus and 
commitment.

By God's grace may we grow in 
faith and charity, and may the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, our heavenly patron, be 
our constant support. Amen.

Martin Keenan

A Mountain to Climb

For more on how you and your parish can contribute 
to the Year of Faith churches, please turn to page 3

HolY FATHeR'S HolY HoUR
Join Archbishop Stephen Brislin at CoRpUS CHRISTI, 

WYNBeRG on 2 JUNe 2013 AT 17.00 for a special 

HolY HoUR
at which time we will be joining our Holy Father, 
pope Francis (and the whole Church) in a special 

time of prayer, celebrating the Year of Faith. 

Those living further afield, please organize a Holy 
Hour in your parish on that day at that time – or par-

ishes could group together for a Holy Hour.
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From 
the 

HEART
In recent 
months we 
have witnessed 
dramatic events 
in the Catholic 
Church with 
the resigna-
tion of Pope-

emeritus Benedict and the elec-
tion of Pope Francis. Pope Francis 
is the first pope in 1300 years to 
come from outside of europe, the 
first pope from South America, 
the first Jesuit pope, and the first 
to take the name “Francis”. 

he has already done surprising 
things. Who can forget the won-
derful photograph of him paying 
his own hotel account after his 
election as pope? He has opted 
not to move into the papal apart-
ment but instead to reside in the 
Domus Sanctae Marthae, a guest 
house inside the Vatican. He has 
done this in order to be closer 
to people. His simplicity, humility 
and warmth have inspired people 
both within the Church and in 
society as a whole.

As Catholics we are indeed 
blessed to have “our shepherd 
and head on earth”. We have 
been blessed in our own lifetime 
with remarkable popes – the gre-
garious and energetic John Paul 
II, the inspiring teacher Benedict 
XVI and now Francis who has 
already brought about so much 
that is “new”. 

I wonder if we Catholics realise 
what a great gift the papacy is to 
the Church? This was brought 
home to me quite forcefully 
when I attended the Lausanne 
Conference of evangelical 
Churches held in Cape Town in 
2010. I was part of the Vatican 
observer group – the first time 
that the Vatican had been invited 

to send observers. Among the 
5000 or so delegates we had a 
number informal discussions with 
evangelical ministers from differ-
ent parts of the world. It was 
surprising how many expressed 
their admiration for the leader-
ship structure of the Catholic 
Church and how they struggled 
with lack of structure in their 
own churches. Many said they 
wished to imitate the Catholic 
structure.

As faithful Catholics we accept 
the leadership and guidance of the 
Pope. Recently, Pope Francis has 
called on Catholics throughout 
the world, as part of the Year of 
Faith celebrations, to join with 
him in a holy hour to be held on 
the Feast of Corpus Christi. He 
has asked us to pray at the same 
time as he is praying – 5pm on 
Sunday 2nd June. The “official” 
Holy Hour will be held at Corpus 
Christi Parish, Wynberg, on that 
day and time and we are also 
inviting parishes (or neighbouring 
parishes) also to conduct Holy 
Hours corresponding with the 
date and time. This is a wonder-
ful opportunity for us to be in 
solidarity with our Pope, to pray 
with him and to pray for his 
intentions. But it is also an excel-
lent opportunity to encourage 
eucharistic devotion and for us to 
centre our lives on the Eucharist. 
This is particularly opportune in 
the Archdiocese of Cape Town 
as Season 3 of Ecclesia has the 
Eucharist as its focus.

I hope that as many Catholics as 
possible will join in the Holy Hour 
on the 2nd June.

+Stephen Brislin
Archbishop of Cape Town

Vocations 
Festival

The fifth vocations festival took place 
at St Anthony’s in Langa on Saturday, 
20 April 2013. Archbishop Brislin 
celebrated Holy Mass and this was 
followed by all present taking part 
in a faith in action programme. This 
coincided with the year of faith and 
the building of the two churches. It 
was amazing to see young people 
and religious all working together, 
trying to clean windows, trim trees, 
scrub floors and just enjoy working 
together. After this, we all gathered 
in the hall for a vocations display. 
Finally, the day concluded with a 
closing ceremony and benediction by 
Fr Chris Chateris and the seminarians 
from St Francis Xavier.

Please continue praying for voca-
tions to the priesthood and religious 
life. Young people, remember, the 
Church needs you! 

1. Be open to whatever   
 God is asking of you. 

2.  Listen to what God  
 is saying to you. 

3.  Speak to God as you would  
 to a friend. Tell him what you  
 are going through, your dreams  
 and aspirations, your hopes and  
 desires, your pain and your joy. 

4. Wait on God 
5. Write down what you   

 believe God is saying to you. 
6. Be at peace in whatever  

 God is asking of you.
god Bless
Fr emmanuel Siljeur
episcopal Vicar: Vocations 

and Seminary Formation
emmanuelsiljeur@yahoo.com

Hello Dear Sir,
I love your paper. Thank you. 

However, I am disturbed by the many 
changes in the Church and the new 
printed missals, new words, new 
phrases – not simple enough for us 
people. 

About more important matters: we 
don't have home visitation by the 
priest as the priest now sends his lay 
ministers. What a shame! We don't 
have evening Benediction, we find 
no strict fasting in the church as in 
other religions, we hardly sing a hymn 
to Mary; and we find very few at 
confession these days but many more 
thousands at Holy Communion on 

Abortion Warning 

‘The Pill’ can abort, undetected, soon 
after conception. A medical fact. 

See www.humanlife.org/abortion_
does_the_pill.php

Sundays. Rather strange, I think.
Has the Eucharist been degraded 

since Vatican II? I know Martin 
Luther did not accept the Real 
Presence of Christ. Now it seems 
many Catholics don't care anymore. 
I do pray we take the vision of Pope 
John 23rd seriously – also this Year of 
Faith – whatever faith is left.

Maisie Theunissen
Retreat

***
Dear Editor
Thank you for a fine, informative 

article on Fr Tony Seba. Also the 
article on "God, Love, Life and Sex 
is very well presented. The Marfam 

contribution "On a lighter note" was 
very useful advice: Maybe you could 
call for more useful slogans of this 
nature from your readers. I see your 
story teller has also a beautiful poem 
in this edition. I suggest all these 
poems and short stories be published 
in book form.

Further comments: The Year of 
Faith Candle now in all churches is far 
too big, and burning down the centre 
with so much waste of wax. It was 
poorly designed, I think.

Your newspaper serves a good pur-
pose. Thank you and congratulations.

Petrus M. Ward
Mitchell's Plain
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A month before the end of the Year of Faith and in support 
of the Archbishop's Building Project for Wallacedene and Old 
Crossroads, there will be a BIG FESTIVAL in the grounds 
of Holy Cross Primary School, Bloemhof Street, Bellville, by 
kind permission of the Head Mistress, Alfreda Bekkers, and the 
school's governors.

The Festival will start on the evening of Friday 25 October and 
resume mid-morning on Saturday 26 October.

The theme is Meet the Family. It will be an opportunity for 
people from parishes all over the Archdiocese to meet socially, as 
a family of faith. There will be food in a variety of international 
styles, buy-and-braai, marquees, music, fun for the children, 
motorbike rides – and more besides. Communicate your own 
ideas to your Parish Pastoral Council for them to pass on to your 
parish ambassador to the Year of Faith Building Project.

Music will be particularly important. On the Friday evening 
young people, and all who want to explore liturgical music, 
will be able to listen to Genesis Plus, the liturgical music group 
from St Michael's parish, Rondebosch. The hope is that many 
parishes will be able to benefit from that group's experience in 
promoting sacred music. The evening will be brought to a close 
with Holy Mass, enriched by joyful singing.

The high-point of Saturday's events will be the Catholic Schools' 
Choir Festival to be held on the school's premises during the after-
noon. This annual event will showcase choirs from Catholic schools 
in the Archdiocese, singing individually and as a massed choir.

Every parish is warmly invited to promote this event and 
contribute to its success with fresh ideas and imaginative sug-
gestions, as well as by direct participation. Let it be an event 
to remember, under the patronage of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Mother of the Church, Mother of us all!

Martin Keenan

guest speaker for the HIGH TeA event 
is the phenomenal Mr Hein Wagner.

Music, prizes and a great occasion awaits!
For table bookings please contact Miranda 

on 083 361 5669.

Archdiocese of Cape Town
STewArdShip ChAllenge for prieSTS

i, Archbishop, Bishop, Monsignor, father: 

_______________________
(please print your name here)

hereby pledge to contribute r100.00 or 
r_________(an amount greater than r100.00) per 

month towards the Year of faith building project. i 
am prepared to start pledging in January 2013 and 

my commitment will run until november 2013.

Signed: 

___________________________________

date: __________________

Big Festival puff



Golf Day 

Will be in October – Watch this space

High Tea 
our Lady of Fatima Bellville 
17 August 2013 
Miranda Vosloo 083 361 5669 
miranda.vosloo@t-system.co.za 

Dinner Dance Gala 
grand West grand hall 
23 September 2013 
Fr Peter Ziegler 022 482 2228,
stfrancisdesales@telkomsa.net 

Golf Day 
Venue to be announced. For more 
information contact Ian Peddie on 
071 895 9593 
4peds@wol.co.za 

The Big Festival 
holy Cross Primary, Bellville 
26 October 2013 
Joao de Gois 083 799 7996 
joao@guza.co.za

How can I 
contribute? 
  Prayer and support 

  Personal Pledges 

  Donations 

  ‘Buy-A-Brick Share  
 the Load’ Campaign 

  Take part in the   
 Archdiocesan Events 

  Take part in your  
 Parish Events 

  Special Second   
 Collection envelope

Save the Date

How YoU can con-
tribute to the Year 
of Faith churches

Visit the Year of Faith 
Building Projects 
website on www.

adct.org.za/yof.htm

Venue: 
Grand West 
Grand Hall 
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Intense discussions and sharing 
of collective wisdom

Catechetical co-ordinators from about 30 parishes met at St Joseph's in 
Montana for the first of four sessions held for the formation of co-ordinators 
in the Archdiocese. This course, facilitated by Fr Eoin Farrelly SDB and the 
Catechetical Team, aims at the drawing on and the sharing of the collective 
wisdom and experience of the co-ordinators. It also aims at providing the 
necessary skills, vision and understanding of catechetical leadership in a 
parish setting.

enhancing catechetical 
leadership in the parish

The Domestic Church of the Centre 
for Pastoral Development held a 
Single Mothers' workshop on Saturday 
4 May 2013 at the Corpus Christi 
Parish Hall, Wynberg. The course 
was presented by Ellie Lawrence from 
Church of the Resurrection, Table 
View.

The following topics were addressed 
and explored
•	 Looking at our faith as single  

mothers
•	 Boundaries and Child–Parent 

Single Mothers' workshop 
held at Corpus Christi

Relationships
•	 Self: Caring for herself and inter-

connecting through others.
Child rearing can be difficult under 

any circumstances and without a 
spouse or partner it is more challeng-
ing. The aim of the workshop was also 
to allow single mothers to have a safe 
platform to interact with each other

Some single mothers have sole 
responsibility for all aspects of day-
to-day child care, which results in 
added pressure, stress and fatigue. The 

course covered some ways and sugges-
tions for single moms to take better 
care of themselves and re-evaluate:
•	 Their relationship God and their 

personal faith
•	 Social relationship with family, 

friends and other
•	 Self: sleep, listening to the body, 

exercise and care
•	 Work: challenges, do you cope
•	 Recreation
Jean Hendricksparticipants at the Single Mothers workshop performing a "support-

ing" exercise.

New Ministries Formation Team

On Saturday 4 May 2013 Maud Stellenboom (Centre for 
Pastoral Development) (CPD)) and Deacon Terry Okkers 
(Co-ordinator of Deacons) held a meeting with the new 
Ministries Formation Team at the Archdiocesan Chancery. 
The team are in the process of being trained to train train-
ers in ministries in the Archdiocese of Cape Town.

One of our aims is to have a training team in all seven 

deaneries by 2014 and also a trainer in ministries for the 
French speaking community. 

Above, from left to right, back: Maud Stellenboom, 
Susan Februarie (volunteer worker for CPD), Peter Davies, 
Gerard Smart, Vincent Jackson, Dcn Terry Okkers; Front: 
Jacob Eiman, Keith De Norman, Bradley Davids, Sonja 
Laubscher and Leonard Malela.

Top: Catechetics co-
ordinator, Mark Renaud 
in full flight – no doubt 
telling a story!
ABoVe: Course facilita-
tor Fr eoin Farrelly
leFT: Catechists broke 
up into smaller groups to 
discuss various points.

Our Lady of Light parish, Hermanus 
serves four communities, one of which 
is Gansbaai. Located in Church Street, 
is the little church of St Peter the 
Fisherman. The Gansbaai Catholic 
community is small in number and 
mainly comprises devout ageing 
retired folk. 

In the Church grounds is an old heri-
tage cottage that belongs to the parish. 
The cottage was falling into disrepair, 
but thanks to the Archdiocese, funds 
have been made available to initiate 
restoration work on the cottage.

Restoration of the cottage is the 
largest infrastructural project under-
taken in the parish in recent years and 
should be viewed as a positive sign 
of a living church particularly in this 
Year of Faith. 

Not only will restoration of the cot-
tage enhance the aesthetics, but will 
also signal return of life to Church 

Gansbaai church under-
goes restoration

Street. Of greatest significance, the 
restored cottage and improved church 
frontage will be a visible sign of a liv-
ing Catholic community in Gansbaai. 

Once restored, the cottage is intend-
ed to become available, not only for 
Gansbaai but also for the communi-
ties of Blompark and Masakhane. 
Both these communities can now be 
encouraged to attend St Peter the 
Fisherman and actively participate, 
particularly in this Year of Faith.

Restoration work on the exterior 
has started and is anticipated to be 
complete during the first quarter of 
2013. Work will then be required to 
render the interior suitable for com-
munity functions.

Anyone wishing to contribute in any 
way to the refurbishment and provi-
sion of facilities inside the cottage, 
please contact Ingrid Arbuthnot on 
028 384 1869 or 072 472 6178.

St peter the Fisherman, Gansbaai

NAzAReTH HoUSe
is looking to employ a part-time pHYSIoTHeRApIST

to work with severely disabled children

•	 experience in paediatrics, seating, NDT
•	 13 hours per week – flexible (2 days per week, a few mornings per week)
•	 Hourly salary will be negotiated based on experience

For more information please contact Jackie on 021 461 1635 (8am–4pm)

NAzAReTH HoUSe
is looking for a FACIlITY MANAGeR for their elsie's 
River branch (live-in position) to manage all finan-

cial and administrative aspects of the facility

ReqUIReMeNTS:
•	 general business operational management experience
•	 Direct people management experience
•	 Light motor vehicle license

pReFeRReD:
•	 Experience/exposure to geriatric nursing and care of the aged
•	 Knowledge of Catholic doctrine, traditions and practices

KeY ReSpoNSIBIlITIeS:
•	 Manage the relationship with residents' family members
•	 Network among the community to project a vibrant image of the Nazareth 

house facility
•	 Plan and implement various fundraising activities
•	 Communicate on the Catholic doctrine and attend religious services from time 

to time
•	 Instil and reinforce the Nazareth house values in all areas and aspects of the 

facility

Applications can be sent to rosie@nazhouse.co.za
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In 2009, a group of young men from 
Durbanville and the surrounding areas 
saw an opportunity to bring men back 
into the church. They planned and 
executed a successful and blessed men's 
weekend which, as a result, saw the 
formation of cell groups in various 
parishes as support bases for men. 
From the opening talk by Archbishop 
Stephen Brislin, and right through 
the weekend, the group received 
encouragement, experienced miracles, 
enjoyed fellowship, positive messages 
of togetherness and brotherly love.

With this weekend of fellowship, 
meeting of new friends and even get-
ting to know and share with fellow 
parishioners, came the need for parish-
based men’s faith sharing and prayer 
cell groups. In Paarl, we have a group 
of men called Men of Faith. The 
Northern Deanery parishes of Delft, 
Durbanville, Kraaifontein and Belhar 
the groups have all slowly grown. In 
the Eastern and Southern Deanery 
we have Men for Change in Christ. 
On Saturday 20 April, at the 5pm 
Mass at Holy Trinity, Matroosfontein 

The first day of school is difficult for many children whose families 
cannot afford school supplies. In the Overcome and Vrygrond townships, 
there were 300 underprivileged children going to Grade One in 2013.

St Bernard’s, Newlands heard this call for school supplies, and for six 
weeks the community collected items needed by children going to Grade 
One.

In partnership with the organisation True-North, St Bernard’s was able 
to donate school supplies, and hopefully the first day of school in 2013, 
proved to be more exciting than difficult.

Samantha de oliveira

Men's Ministry set to grow rapidly
the newest members were inaugurated. 
This was an awesome occasion to see 
17 men offering their service and love 
to Almighty God.

Presently, the Catholic Men’s 
Institute acts as our umbrella group 
and we are proud and grateful to have 
Fr Paul Taylor as our chaplain. His 
insights and ideas always conform to 
Catholic teaching but also pertain to 
how we as men live in the world.

Not only are we blessed to have 
the services of Fr Paul to call upon 
when needed, but many other priests 
offer their services, advice and love. 
We pray that God continues to bless 
us with their special assistance, and 
we are truly grateful and thankful to 
them all.

Since 2009, from the original and 
first men’s camp, we see strength 
and growth annually. Our next camp 
will take place on 16 November at 
Bergkroon.

It is the wish of our Archbishop 
that every parish in the Archdiocese 
has a men’s ministry group. We do 
believe some parishes have this in place 

already, but if you wish to create a Men’s 
Ministry group in your parish please 
contact Alan Bruyns on 0733533464 
or alanbruyns@gmail.com and he will 
freely come and assist you.

Another avenue of assistance is 
through Men for Change in Christ, 
who will come and speak to your men, 
assist with setting up a group and 
invite your men to a monthly Saturday 
morning of Praise and Worship, and 
an introduction to relevant topics and 
fellowship with like-minded men. 
Your contact in this regard is Wayne 
de Smidt (0712183153 or upfront.
live123@gmail.com).

For any further information, you can 
contact Nigel Copeley (0824587269) 
Shawn (0827829967) or Wayne 
(0712183153).

Yes, we are aware of groups within 
the parish structures, we aware and 
have built an understanding with the 
Knights of da Gama, but it would be 
awesome if your group can contact us, 
so that we can all work together serv-
ing God and man.

Wayne de Smidt

As an outward sign of faith in this 
Year of Faith, the annual archdi-
ocesan celebration of our patroness, 
Mary Assumed into Heaven, will 
take the form of a procession around 
the church of Our Lady Help of 
Christians in Lansdowne.

Parishes, societies, communities 
and organizations are encouraged to 
attend and to bring f lags and banners 
to this celebration of our patroness. 
Choirs are also very welcome to lend 
volume to the singing at this outdoor 
event. The archdiocesan liturgical 
dancers will again be present.

The event is to take place on Sunday 
18 August at 2.45pm. As before, this 
will not be a Mass nor will Holy 
Communion be distributed.

Archbishop Stephen Brislin will 
again preside over the event and will 
preach.

The theme is to see our patroness 
as the woman of faith in this year of 
faith. As a person of dignity, courage 
and hope, she will be petitioned in 

our patroness in 
the Year of Faith

our needs, such as abuse of people, 
overcoming a feeling of helplessness 
and giving us hope.

Francis Boulle

South African society is probably one 
of the most complex on the planet, 
where the difference between rich and 
poor is enormous, where some people 
live with all the accoutrements of the 
developed world and others don’t have 
access to clean drinking water. We in 
South Africa face the challenge of a 
society with enormous differences in 
educational level, access to informa-
tion, education and other resources.

Our society has changed drasti-
cally since the end of apartheid, and 
our hard-won freedom has brought 
with it a multiplicity of possibilities 
and choices. Moving from a very 
restrictive and prescriptive society to 
a very free one, has left many people 
confused and without the tools to 
make good decisions in either private 
or public spheres of life. This has led 
to our country having some of the 
highest rates of murder, rape, teenage 
pregnancy and substance abuse in the 
world.

The Justice and Peace Commission 
have launched a “Making Good 
Choices” programme that will help 
to make tenets of Catholic Social 
Teaching available to our Catholic 
schools and parishes. The programme 
has already been introduced to some 
parishes through various ministries 
– Ministers of Holy Communion, 
Catechists, Confirmation and First 

"Making Good Choices" 
with Justice & peace

Communion candidates and their 
parents within the Archdiocese of 
Cape Town.

The MGC programme has three 
resource leaf lets (pitched at pre-teens, 
teenagers and adults) that portray 
the core tenets of Catholic Social 
Teaching (CST). There are work-
shops that accompanies each of these 
leaf lets. The focus in all cases would 
be on helping people learn how to 
make good, constructive life choices 
by using these tenets, so that the 
teaching becomes, ultimately, a natu-
ral part of their lives.

Pupils from First Communion 
Level upwards would benefit from 
this programme. We have also tai-
lored the workshops to suit time-
frames stipulated by Catholic schools 
and Catechetics. 

We encourage Catholic schools 
and parishes to include the “Making 
Good Choices” programme as part 
of your educational or catechetical 
programmes for 2013. Please contact 
Bernadette Daries (021-462 2417 / 
email: bernie.daries@gmail.com) or 
Fr Wim Lindeque (email: wlindeque@
gmail.com) for further information.

Making Good Choices workshop with extra-ordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion from St Ninians, Kuils River

The Catholic Business Network 
was formed by Cape Town busi-
nessmen Sinclair Broadhurst and 
Vic Barra in August 2012 and is an 
initiative supported by archbishop 
Stephen Brislin and many local 
Cape Town priests.

The network is made up of 
approximately fifteen business 
people, all Catholics, who endeav-
our to support and promote each 
other’s professional and business 

Formation of a Catholic 
Business Network

undertakings. These business peo-
ple include business owners, sup-
ply chain managers, sales manag-
ers, trainers and several artisans.

Various businesses are repre-
sented which comprise the glass, 
aluminium, printing, mining, wine, 
bottling, piping and hospitality 
industries

Our Mission Statement, ‘God is 
with us”, encourages us to oper-
ate within the ethos of Christian 

morals, ethics and values: 
• genuinely supporting one 

another
• offer quality and competitive 

products and services
• Dedicated to making business 

grow among us
• Inspired by god to make busi-

ness work
• Share positively to grow our 

network

• Work and pray towards a com-
mon goal

• Interest in others businesses 
to make our network grow

• Thoughtful and considerate 
towards one another

• honest and ethical in all our 
dealings

• Understand and have the belief 
to make it happen

• Success comes with caring and 

trusting in god
The group meets at the Cape 

Town Italian Club every fortnight 
and welcomes new members. 
These meetings are often attend-
ed by local priests who support 
this project.

For further information please 
contact Sinclair on 083 300 6747 
or Vic on 083 308 4014.

Vic Barra



ARCHDIOCESAN NEWS
January-June 2013 6

Guest House & 
Conference Facility

KOLPING 

Situated in a tranquil garden setting in the centre 
of Durbanville, with pool and braai facilities, we 

offer both tastefully decorated Bed and Breakfast 
rooms and Self-Catering units, as well as a full 
English breakfast and dinner by arrangement. 

Conference facilities, wheelchair facilities, 
within walking distance of shops, restaurants, 
banks and close proximity to Catholic Church, 

tennis courts, golf course and wine route. 

We would like to be your                                                 
home away from home

CONTACT
Elisabeth Blank, Manager

7 Biccard Street Durbanville 7550
Tel +27 21 970 2900. 
Fax +27 21 976 9839

Cell 082 584 1483
E-mail: info@kolpingguesthouse.co.za

www.kolpingguesthouse.co.za

Holy SpiriT CENTrE

Welcomes All Church / School Groups
(Alpha, Confirmation, RCIA, Bible Study, etc)
for Retreats, Conferences, Study, or whatever

161A Coronation Road Maitland / PO Box 925 Maitland 7405

We offer accommodation, good food, conference rooms for 100 people, 
a garden, a chapel… and much love and hospitality.

All AT loW, eASY RATeS

BooK eARlY: Manager: 021 510 2988 or 083 723 0293
Public telephone: 021 510 0188. Fax: 021 510 7699. 

E-mail: hscentre@telkomsa.net

This is The hQ of The Cape CaTholiC CharismaTiC renewal 

(Totally Renovated)

Theology 
Today

Mgr Andrew Borello

In the first three weeks of his pon-
tificate, Pope Francis spoke several 
times during important gatherings 
about the problem of a self-reli-
ant and self-serving Christianity/ 
Church. Obviously this is an issue 
of great concern to him, as it needs 
to be for all of us. The Church is all 
about Jesus Christ since she is his 
body and he is her head. It is Christ 
who forms the Church to fulfill his 
mission in the world and at the 
same time, in him, to worship the 
Father. This means that we are, at 
all times, to be servants – serving 
him and the world. We can only 
achieve this if we rely on him for 
everything and not on ourselves. 

So the first issue of self-reliance 
is clearly a problem. The world 
teaches us to rely on ourselves and 
to do it all for ourselves in our own 
strength. The plethora of self help 
books attests to this and simply 
feeds our sense of having to gain 
more and more tools to be able 
to do it all on our own. All that 
we are doing is deluding ourselves, 
especially when we call ourselves 
Christians. Instead of doing it all in 
our own strength, we are actually 
working out of our weaknesses. 
He alone is our strength and life. 
St Paul rejoices in his weaknesses, 
for it is there that he experiences 
the strength of Jesus working in 
him. In the end we are not our 
own salvation and can never be, 
since Christ alone is our Saviour. 
We need to surrender to him and 
allow him to be in control of our 
lives rather than wanting always to 
be in control ourselves. When we 
surrender to him we are allowing 
him to work in and through us to 
achieve his will and purpose, rather 
than our own.

What we have said about the 
individual can equally be said of the 
Church as a whole. We can look at 
the Church as if it depended on us 
and what we do for her. The danger 
with this is that we reduce the 
Church to a purely human agency, 
isolating Christ and the fact that 
this is his Church and he is the one 
who is the very life of the Church. 
Anything that we achieve, can only 

be done in, with and through him. 
Apart from him we are nothing 
and all that we appear to do for 
the Church will come to nothing. 
We are to be servants of Christ, 
working for him and the coming of 
his kingdom – working because he 
is working in us and we are willing 
to surrender our wills to him.

The issue of a self-serving 
Christianity/ Church is even more 
complex and serious. This sense of 
the Church is widespread and so 
ingrained that we do not notice it, 
but take it as normal. We want the 
Church to be there for us rather 
than seeing ourselves as there for 
the Church – we want the Church 
to be our servant rather than 
being servants of the Church. This 
manifests itself in members of the 
Church having their own agendas, 
feeding their own egos, holding to 
their own theologies and ideologies 
and opposing the overall mission of 
the Church. Instead of wanting to 
serve ourselves, we are continually 
called to serve Christ, others and 
the world and to do so in him and 
on his terms. It means foregoing 
ourselves and what we want or 
need. We are called by Jesus to be 
Church, his Church and in him to 
achieve his mission – not my will, 
but his will; not for me, but for him. 
We should never wait to be asked 
to do something for the Church, 
but should always be seeking for 
ways in which we can give ourselves 
in service.

Again what is said of the individ-
ual can be said of the institutional 
Church. Too often offices and 
structures are self-serving, creating 
a culture of isolation and elitism. 
The Church, in these instances, 
becomes an end in herself and 
separate from Christ’s vision for 
his Pilgrim People. When this hap-
pens, we need again to look to his 
commission to his apostles and to 
be Church faithful to him serving 
others, especially the most vulner-
able and needy, rather than serving 
ourselves: being solely dependent 
on him, because he alone is our 
life and apart from him we are 
nothing.

On Saturday 20th April members of 
Kolping South Africa came together 
from the dioceses of Port Elizabeth, 
Oudtshoorn, Johannesburg and Cape 
Town to hold their Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) at the Kolping 
Conference Centre in Durbanville.

The AGM is the legislative body 
of the National Organisation and is 
responsible for advising and decid-
ing on: the program of the Society, 
national and local Constitutions, 
annual membership fees and the 
election of members to the National 
Board.

Four new members were elected to 
the Board, i.e. Charmelle Chinnian 
and Rosemary Muller from Cape 
Town and Elisabeth Blank and Fr 
Emil Blaser from Johannesburg. 
They join the existing members, i.e. 
Fr Christian Frantz, Nozipho Galo, 
Jeanette Albertus and Judith Turner, 
all from Cape Town.

Fr Peter-John Pearson, one of the 
Archdiocese's two Vicar Generals, 
addressed the AGM on the impor-
tance of faith-based movements like 
the Kolping Society. He pointed out 
that only faith-based organisations 
can offer a sense of meaning, togeth-
erness and life-giving spirituality to 
the people they work with. No other 
type of organisation is able to do so. 
He also pointed out that the work of 
the Kolping Society should enable 
people to make their voices heard by 

Standing at the back: Fr emil Blaser (Board Member), Jeanette 
Albertus (Board Member), Volker Greulich (International Kolping 
Society), elisabeth Blank (National Secretary), Fr Christian Frantz 
(National praeses). Seated from left to right: Charmelle Chinnian 
(National Chairperson), Judith Turner, Nozipho Ngalo (Board 
Members), Rosemary Muller (National Treasurer)

Kolping SA holds AGM

encouraging people to actively par-
ticipate in society and re-moralising 
politics through their participation.

Currently the Kolping Society 
focuses on two main programmes, i.e. 
Vocational Training (Life Skills and 

Technical Skills) for young people and 
the support of self-help groups within 
parishes. Vocational training is offered 
at training centres in each of the four 
dioceses the Society operates in.

The National Praeses, Fr Christian 
Frantz, shared the plans of the Society 
to bring the Life Skills part of the 
vocational training closer to the com-
munities, by offering it at parish cen-
tres where youth can access it easier. 
He also shared that a third area the 
Society is planning to move in is the 
formation of Savings groups which is 
an effective strategy to assist people 
to gain control over their economic 
future. 

The International Kolping Society 
representative who is responsible for 
Kolping in Africa, Mr Volker Greulich 
was also present at the AGM.  Mr 
Greulich shared his experience of 
Savings groups in other countries 
where he works and explained that 
savings and the rotation of credit of 
member's own money amongst them-
selves, is one of the most effective 
ways to give people a sense of dignity 
and get people out of poverty.

The Kolping Society is a lay social 
movement, based on the Gospel 
teachings of Jesus Christ, the Social 
Teachings of the Catholic Church 
and the principles of Blessed Adolph 
Kolping. The society encourages its 
members to be grounded in all of 
these teachings while actively partici-
pating in creating a better society.

Judith Turner
Board Member

a man who flatters her and
a man who complements her,

a man who spends money on her
and a man who invests in her

a man who views her as property
and a man who views her properly

a man who lusts after her
and a man who loves her,

a man who believes he's a gift to a woman,
and a man who believes she's a gift to him.

And then we need to teach our sons
to be that kind of man.

We need to teAch our dAughters to  
knoW the difference betWeen:
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A short story by Fr Ralph de Hahn

My Candle, My life
This is not a story of Alice in won-
derland; this is about a real Alice in 
a real world – a wonderland of Faith 
and Light. 

Alice was in primary school at Santa 
Maria when her father died. It was a 
tragic loss which grieved her, it would 
seem, forever and ever. And that is 
why every Friday of her life, Alice 
could be seen lighting a little candle 
at St Joseph’s shrine in the quaint 
village church. Well, she didn’t always 
have the ten cents for the box but, 
true to her word, she made it up 
to Joseph when mom gave her the 
contracted allowance. St Joseph was 
the perfect father, that she knew, and 
her dad Christopher was a very close 
second.

Just recently, one Sunday morning, 
Alice observed a brand new candle 
posed very near the high altar. It was 
big, and thick with certain words 
inscribed on the wax. She thought 
it strange that another easter can-
dle was necessary; the normal one 
seemed good enough. Surprisingly, 
after the celebration of Holy Mass, 
Alice took her mother’s hand and 
actually led her to the altar and cried 
“Look, mom, another big easter can-
dle but we already have…” 

Mother smiled with perfect under-
standing “I thought you learnt to read 
at school, Alice. Now read carefully 
what is written all over this candle.” 

alice took her time moving around 
the new object and was able to utter 
the words “One Lord, One Faith, 
one Church… oh my, this is differ-
ent!” 

“Right, my dear, you weren’t listen-
ing when Father David explained this 
to the people. This is symbolic for 
this Year of Faith.

The other big candle you see every 
day is the Passover Candle that 
speaks of the Lord’s glorious resur-
rection. He is very much alive and 
lives among us.” That almost satisfied 
little Alice, but once they were set-
tled in their little cottage the subject 
popped up again. “But mom, we have 
faith and that’s why we pray and go 
to church and all that, but why that 
big candle?” 

Mother had just laid the table and 
was cleaning the cutlery “Listen, 
Alice, what does the candle give 
you, and why do we sometimes use 
candles in the house?” 

Alice was quick with the answer: “It 
gives light when there is darkness.” At 
that point mom was able to explain 
how much we needed the Light of 
faith to overcome the darkness in 
our lives. And this was the Year of 
Faith to reflect on our love for god 
and his people. Alice pondered this in 
her little heart; yes, she remembered 
her catechism – Jesus was the Light 
of the whole world. Of course, Faith 
was not our destination; it was the 
light to guide us to our eternal home 
with God. 

“But, mom, granny May has a candle 
in her bedroom which does not light 
up every day – why is that?” 

“Come along, Alice, let’s go and 
visit gran and ask her that very ques-
tion.” So off they trudged to Granny 
May who occupied a cottage next 
door and enjoyed the companionship 
of a friendly nurse. 

“I have royal visitors today” smiled 
gran, “You are most welcome… and 
just in time to see us light up the can-
dle” and with those words she cau-
tiously moved across the tiny room, 
handled the matches and applied a 
flame to the candle wick. Everything 
came alive with a remarkable glow 
which also radiated from gran’s coun-
tenance. “The 65th anniversary of my 
Baptism!” she exclaimed. 

Alice stared at the candle now 
alight; it was not like the Pascal 
candle, nor like the Faith candle in the 
church. It was old, it was different, it 
was alive. “But Gran that is not the 
Candle of Faith we are celebrating 
this year!” 

“No, my dear alice, this is the fruit 
of the faith you speak of… this is my 
candle of life, my life!” Mom smiled 
and looked at her little Alice with a 
questioning gaze. 

“Do you understand what gran 
is saying?” The young girl looked 
perplexed. Her eyes moved around 
the room, to each person; they were 
all smiling radiantly. 

“But gran, you very seldom light 
that candle, not even on Sundays.” 

Granny May sat down leaning on 
her white cane, “It’s my life’s history, 
my dear, all the moments of my life 
that mean so much to me. That 
candle is lit every year only on special 
anniversaries – my birth, my baptism, 
my first Communion day, my wedding 
to grandpa, and please God it will 
burn to the end around my coffin in 
the church.” 

Silence. Tears began to form in the 
understanding eyes of that little child. 
Not only a year of Faith, but a life of 
Faith! 

a hug, a tender embrace, a kiss 
and goodbye. However, just as mom 
was leading her daughter back home, 
alice stopped suddenly at the door, 
turned around and again facing gran 
with a face radiant with expectation, 
cried joyfully “But Gran, it’s not the 
end of your candle. I will light you yet 
another, and very much brighter!” 

“Oh, my darling Alice, you will 
do that for me?” sighed the grand-
mother.

“Yes, Granny… it will be the bright 
candle of the resurrection!”

Later at home the little girl ques-
tioned how gran’s blindness could 
see the light. Mom whispered “One 
day you will learn that the eyes serve 
no purpose if the heart is blind, but 
your granny holds a mighty treasure 
in her heart.”

In this Year of Faith, a booklet 
entitled "on poetic Wings" by Fr 
Ralph de Hahn has been published 
and is available in most parishes 
and Catholic schools. This book 
will serve as a useful tool in the 
drive for evangelization, and is 
recommended for all teachers, 
catechists and parents, young 
people and students. It is the 
Catholic faith expressed in simple 
poetic language. R50 a copy. phone 
the Catholic Bookshop at 021 465 
5904 to order your copy

Over 40 nurses, medical professionals 
and healthcare workers attended their 
third gathering at Nazareth House on 
Saturday 4th May. The programme 
began with a special Mass celebrated 
by Archbishop Stephen Brislin, assist-
ed by Fr Mark Foster (chaplain to the 
Archdiocese of Cape Town Catholic 
Healthcare Association (ACHCA).

The Mass concluded with a special 
ceremony of washing and blessing of 
hands, acknowledging the privileged 
role that our hands play in bringing 
healing, comfort and compassion to 
those who are sick and in pain.

Fr Mark delivered the sermon and 
stressed the importance of always 
being ready to serve, reaching out and 
doing all in our power to help oth-
ers feel encouraged and positive about 
their lives, no matter how ill or weak 
they may be.

All gathered in the hall for a “bring & 
share”, after which Archbishop Brislin 
gave an inspiring talk to the group on 
the Vision of the Church in the context 
of New Evangelisation. He concluded 
by outlining the specific role and rel-
evance of all those working in the field 
of medicine, nursing and healthcare.

Because of our baptism, each mem-
ber of the church is responsible for 
evangelisation, for bringing Christ to 
others. Previously, evangelisation was 
traditionally the role of priests and 
religious brothers and sisters – to be 
“missionaries”. Today we are all to be 
involved in this task, to have the energy 
and the courage to spread the word and 
the love of Christ to all. If we are only 
lukewarm Catholics we are damag-
ing the Church. We must proclaim 
Jesus by our lives and example, giving 
respect and dignity to others, irrespec-
tive of their own beliefs. Every person 
has the right to life, to health and to a 
share in the world’s goods.

The Archbishop then specifically 
focused on how those working in the 
health care sector have a crucial role in 
this New Evangelisation, to preserve 
and promote the value and dignity of 
life and health. It is clear that where 
religious values are sidelined, it is all 
too easy to lose sight of the dignity 
of the human person. This in turn 
impinges on family life and society and 
spreads into the culture of hospitals, 
clinics and health care. Sadly many 
people working in these facilities have 
forgotten about the love, the compas-
sion and the care of God. They have 
forgotten that this is a calling, a voca-
tion, to heal and care for those who are 
suffering. It merely becomes another 
“job” when the sense of the Healing 
Christ is missing.

A lively discussion followed dur-
ing which members shared their own 
experiences and strongly identified 
with the Archbishop’s message.

Members of the steering committee 
of the ACHCA were then introduced to 
the group, and the morning ended with 
Benediction given by Mgr Jock Baird.

The ACHCA is open to all Catholic 
men and women in the Archdiocese 
who are involved in any of the medical, 
nursing and caring professions, includ-
ing doctors, paramedics, dieticians, 
radiologists, health care workers, etc. 
etc. We welcome and encourage new 
members.

The function and purpose of the 
Association is:
	To support each other
	To share our faith and 
 experiences
	To be a recognised and 
 recognisable voice for health care  

 in the Church
	To provide debriefing, help for  

Archbishop outlines role 
of the healthcare sector in 
the New evangelization

 the helpers, care for the carers
	Advocacy for the health needs of  

 Catholic nurses, medical 
 personnel and healthcare workers
	To provide spiritual, ethical &  

 moral support
	Promotion of good nursing &  

 health care conduct
	To link with other parish 
 committees (representative on  

 the parish council, CWL, SVP)
	To support outreach programmes  

 in our parishes
	To act as a link to health/medical  

 referral for parishioners
	To gain more professional knowl 

 edge.
The Committee is made up of repre-

sentatives from several parishes in the 
Archdiocese:

Magda Karelse 
(Queen of Peace, Grassy Park)
Mavis van Schalkwyk 
(All Saints, Brackenfell)
Nokuthula Mathe 

A special ceremony of washing and blessing of hands took place at 
the end of Mass, acknowledging the privileged role that our hands 
play in bringing healing, comfort and compassion to those who are 
sick and in pain. photo: Claire Mathieson, Southern Cross.

(St Raphael’s, Khayelitsha)
Estelle Groenewald 
(Good Shepherd, Bothasig)  
Beatrice Boise 
(St John’s, Maitland)
Rhenolda Davies 
(OLHC, Lansdowne)
Keith da Silva 
(Holy Redeemer, Bergvliet)
Josephine Rabele 
(Assumption, Milnerton)
Nodu Nolokwe 
(St Anthony, Langa)
Marvina  Johnson 
(OLHC Lansdowne)
Sr Margaret (Nazareth House)
The next gathering of the ACHCA 

is due to take place on Saturday 
August 3rd 2013 at Nazareth House in 
Vredehoek, commencing at 09.30. 

Estelle Groenewald (Secretary) may 
be contacted on the following e-mail 
address for further information: ges-
telle@telkomsa.net

Sr Margaret

160 page resource book on the 
Catholic Church in Cape Town

	parish details
	sunday mass times
	catholic schools
	clergy contact details 
	institutions and 
 programmes
	hospital, immigrant, 
 prison and university 
 chaplaincies
	religious orders and 
 congregations
	archdiocesan administration
	anniversaries of deceased  
 clergy
	liturgical calendar
 … and much more!

Available from:
The Catholic Bookshop, tel 021 465 5904

R70 a copy

A RCHDIOCES A N 
DIREC T ORY 20 13
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An Umjikelo fundraiser was held at St Gabriel's, Gugulethu on 1st May 2013 and 
raised R57 000 for the building of the Year of Faith churches

Umjikelo raises R57 000
Hey Everyone!
I cannot believe the year is going by so quickly! It seems like just the other 

day that we were gearing up for the Youth Leaders' Conference in February and 
now it is just a distant memory!

The conference was definitely the highlight of the year so far, with about 150 
participants from all over the country as well as from Uganda and Namibia, 
along with the President of Life Teen, Randy Raus and Stephen Lenahan, the 
youth minister from Christ the King Cathedral in Atlanta, Georgia. Here they 
are meeting with Archbishop Brislin and myself

The weekend started at lunch time on Friday, when priests from Cape Town, 
Port Elizabeth,  Johannesburg, Namibia and Uganda met with Randy and 
Stephen at Nazareth House for a discussion and a delicious lunch!

On Friday evening there was an evening of praise and worship, with adoration 
and a talk by Stephen Lenahan and confessions.

Saturday morning we had the opening Mass, celebrated by Fr Peter-John 
Pearson and concelebrated by conference delegates

The Conference was hosted at St Michael’s in Rondebosch, and you can see 
how the delegates filled the hall to overf lowing!

Despite the hectic conference schedule and jam-packed program, there was 
an opportunity for delegates to have a picnic supper and some social time while 
watching the sun go down on Blaauwberg beach on Saturday night.

Big events for the rest of the year that you should diarise are the Youth Day 
Mass on Saturday 15 June at the Cathedral at 11.00, the next Youth Leadership 
Course from 6-8 September, and Youth Ministry Day on Saturday 5 October 
at Lansdowne.

I hope you are all making your contributions to the Year of Faith efforts in 
your parishes and deaneries and do not forget to invite me to any special youth 
events that you are planning as I would love to come and visit.

Peace and Blessings
Fr Charles
Youth Chaplain

Youth News 
and Activities

Archbishop Stephen Brislin will 
erect a diocesan Redemptoris Mater 
International Missionary Seminary 
in his diocese, to serve the New 
Evangelization.

Today there are 95 Redemptoris 
Mater seminaries in the world: they 
are based on the experience of the 
Neocatechumenal Way, which is a 
catechetical itinerary of the Catholic 
Church born in the wake of the renew-
al inspired by the Second Vatican 
Council. Today the Neocatechumenal 
Way is present in 105 nations, with 
over 20 000 communities. The first 
Redemptoris Mater Seminary was 
born in Rome in 1987, by the will of 
Pope John Paul II.

These worldwide seminaries are 
not seminaries that belong to the 
Neocatechumenal Way, since the 
Way is not a religious Order nor has 
clergy of its own. All the Redemptoris 
Mater seminaries are fully diocesan 
seminaries, whose seminarians have 
arrived at their vocation as a result 
of their Neocatechumenal path and 
the rediscovery of their baptism as 
lived through small Neocatechumenal 
communities.

The seminaries thus formed are 
also called “International” and 
“Missionary” since their seminarian 
vocations come from all parts of the 
world, and the Redemptoris Mater 
priests, once formed and ordained in 
the diocese, and having served for 
some years in the Archdiocese, they 
are ready to travel to other dioceses, to 
serve the Church wherever necessary.

The decree authorizing this new 
Cape Town seminary was signed in 
Rome by Archbishop Stephen Brislin, 

Redemptoris Mater International 
Missionary Seminary is born in CT

along with Vicar General Fr Peter-
John Pearson. Their voyage to Rome 
has not been a simple business visit, 
just as the spirit of this Year of Faith 
cannot be taken as simple “business as 
usual”. Above all, this trip to Rome 
has been a pilgrimage, to pray at 
the tombs of the Apostles Peter and 
Paul, and the tombs of Popes John 
XXIII and John Paul II. In this 50th 
anniversary year of Vatican Council 
II, praying at the tombs of these two 
popes signifies a desire to honour the 
inheritance of the Council and con-
tinue its direction of renewal in the 
Church. And it was precisely in honor 
of this spirit that the Archbishop 
wanted to erect this new Redemptoris 
Mater, to give his diocese a seminary, 
which is, at once, diocesan, mission-
ary, and international.

The seminary statutes were signed 
during a Eucharistic celebration pre-
sided over by the Archbishop, and held 
in the grotto of Saint Peter’s Basilica 
in the Vatican, in the Lithuan Chapel, 
at the feet of the effigy of our Lady of 
the Gate of Dawn, Mother of Mercy.

Archbishop Brislin said in his 
homily during the Mass, "the Cape 
Town Redemptoris Mater for the 
New Evangelization is intended as 
a response to the call for a New 
Evangelization. It will form presbyters 
which will be prepared for the chal-
lenges of a secularized society, and 
which will know how to offer people 
of this generation a serious path of 
Christian initiation. Christ is not a 
theory to be discussed, but a Person to 
encounter”.

Dino Furgione

Archbishop Stephen Brislin and Fr peter-John pearson with Mr Dino 
Furgione (left) and Mr Adelchi Chinaglia holding the seminary statutes 
after signing them, at the Vatican in Rome.
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HERMITAGE COTTAGE
A self-catering cottage with two bedrooms available for silent prayer, 
retreats and quiet study.

The cottage is set in a forest with a natural spring
and close to the mountains and the sea.
Preference is given to those wanting to stay                                        

for three days or more.

The Grail Centre
Kleinmond, Western Cape
Tel: (028) 271 3410
E-mail: grailadm@mweb.co.za

Maseti

On Saturday, 3 March, the Bellville 
Catholic Church presented their 
annual Family Day. The kids enjoyed 
the jumping castles, water slides, 
entertainment and games. DJ Erin 
provided a great soundtrack for the 
event and the craft market offered 
an array of interesting items!. Food 
stalls catered only the very best and 
offered a variety of delicious gourmet 
foods. 

While the kids were busy hav-
ing fun, the adults enjoyed some 
“boeresports” as well as soccer and 
“tug of war” championships. The 
day gathered old and young who 
enjoyed the beautiful summer’s day 
and celebrated community spirit and 
the importance of family unity. 

A FUN Family day for All! 
Auctioned off were a signed 

Stormers Rugby jersey and some 
beautiful artwork. The objective of 
the event was to raise funds for the 
Archdiocese of Cape Town’s Year of 
Faith Building project, aimed to build 
two new churches in the communities 
of Wallacedene and Crossroads. 

Archbishop Brislin attended this 
lovely family day and started the day 
by celebrating mass.

The event was hosted and organ-
ized by the Knights of St Christopher 
Motor Cycle Ministry. The Family 
Day is an annual event on the parish 
calendar and more than 1000 people 
attended. 

Miranda Vosloo
Bellville Parish

From top, l-R clockwise: Fr 
Bogdan Buksa and Gerard 
Gilbert (auction winner of 
the Stormers jersey) with MC 
Denzil; Christene and luis 
perreira on the waterslide; 
The Botman Family enjoying 
the lovely family day;
Henco Terblanche had his 
face painted;
Nicole o’Reiley painting the 
face of Ni-Shaan Isaacs. p
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Winter Living Theology  Winter Living Theology  
20132013  

 
THE FAITH  
DELUSION? 

 
 

How can we explain faith 
in the modern age? 

 
with Fr John Moffatt SJ 

Supported Supported   
by the by the   
Southern Southern 
African African   
Catholic Catholic 
Bishops Bishops   
Conference Conference   
as part of the   
Year of Faith 

Two options for Cape Town: 
 
A 3-day course for priests, religious and interested laity: 
Tues 20 to Thurs 22 August 9.30am to 3.30pm: Schoenstatt, Constantia 
R375 for 3 days without lunch; R555 for 3 days with lunch 
 Pre-booking required: call 021 462 2417 or e-mail 
 joan.armstrong@pastoraldevelopment.co.za  
 
Evening workshops for lay leaders, catechists and active parishioners: 
Tue 20 Aug at 7.30pm:  St Michael’s, Rondebosch (23 Rouwkoop Road) 
Wed 21 Aug at 7.30pm: Schoenstatt, Constantia  
Thur 22 Aug at 7.30pm: St John’s, Fish Hoek (6th Ave)  
 No need to book—just turn up on the evening. 
 
www.jesuitinstitute.org.za/WLT 

The 2013 national touring theology progr am will be in Cape Town from 20-22 
August. The speaker is Fr John Moffatt, a British Jesuit, most of whose work has 
been in secondary schools as a teacher and chaplain. He was also chaplain to 
Oxford University. He is passionate about the need to explain the faith to audi-
ences who are inclined to dismiss religion as being un-reasonable or un-modern. 
Hence his title, with a nod towards Richard Dawkins: ‘The Faith Delusion?’

The 3-day course at Schoenstatt will explore three areas in which faith and 
reason intertwine and occasionally conflict, the development of doctrine, the 
dialogue with science and philosophy, and the development of ethical thought. 
The aim of the course is to help participants develop their own reasoning in 
these areas and find a vision of Christianity as wisdom for the world. Bookings 
for this are through the Pastoral Development Office by calling 021 462 2417 or 
emailing joan.armstrong@pastoraldevelopment.co.za.

In addition there will be parish sessions at Rondebosch (Tue 20 Aug), 
Schoenstatt (Wed 21) and Fish Hoek (Thu 22) – all at 7.30pm. The first part of 
each evening will present modern conflicts with religion in the areas of evolution, 
cosmology and sexual ethics. After this there will be an opportunity for people 
to explore different reasonable responses in groups, using a toolkit of ideas. 
Finally we will try and present a vision of Christianity as a life-giving wisdom in 
harmony with the best of human reason.

Winter living Theology 
– ‘The Faith Delusion?’

An awesome day that captured it all… 
fun, roars of laughter and a social 
experience with a difference!

The St Philip's annual Family 
Fun Day, which is part of its Shrove 
Tuesday celebrations, took place 
after the 10 am Mass on Sunday 10 
February, in which parishioners were 
invited to join in the Bring & Share 
Braai Lunch. The event is something 
special for families and friends to 
socialize and to "Feast before the Fast" 
on Ash Wednesday 13 Feb.

A large number of families made use 
of the opportunity to socialize, feast 
and be merry.

Paul Daniels, the Parish Pastoral 
Council chairperson and parish priest 
Fr Christian Frantz welcomed and 
thanked the parishioners for mak-
ing a special effort in supporting the 
church’s first calendar event and said 
that we need to know our parishioners 
more, and “this event is ideal so that 
many can unite in union and build a 
spirited hype of unity and brotherly 
love.”

“The day was just too fantastic. It 
was awesome and with great fun, not 
forgetting the joy and laughter,” said 
Geraldine Daniels, while an equally 
excited Harlem Fielies and Albert 
Barnes said “a great day to be part of 
and I’m just enjoying the company as 
well as the braai.”

 Joseph Pillay

St philip’s celebrate its annual 
family fun day with braai feast

St philip's annual Family Fun Day Braai event attracted many 
and the camaraderie was great. Here Geraldine Daniels, Joseph 
pillay, Randale and lynn Alexander, Cheryl petersen and Carol pillay 
pose for the camera.

Brotherly love: the Frantz brothers, Craig (left) and Shane were also 
amongst the parishioners to feast before the fast.

CALLING ALL YOUTH (18 AND OLDER)!!
COME AND JOIN US IN JULY 2015, ON A 

FANTASTIC 9 DAY LIFE CHANGING JOURNEY!!
A TRIP TO FRANCE, FLYING FROM SA TO PARIS; THEN TO THE WONDERFUL SHRINE 

OF LOURDES, (A SPIRITUAL PLACE YOU WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER) WHERE OUR 
LADY APPEARED TO ST BERNADETTE; THEREAFTER A BUS TRIP FOR A WONDERFUL 
SCENIC TOUR THROUGH FRANCE; OVERNIGHTING IN AVIGNON – ATTENDING ITS 
FAMOUS WORLD REKNOWNED ANNUAL YOUTH FESTIVAL; CONTINUING ONTO 

NEVERS, WHERE U WILL SEE THE INCORRUPT BODY OF ST BERNADETTE AND THEN 
TO ONE OF THE MOST DESIRED PLACES IN THE WORLD – PARIS WHERE YOU WILL 
STAY FOR A FEW DAYS TO SEE THE HISTORICAL, SPIRITUAL AND OTHER SITES OF 

THIS MOST FAMOUS CITY, INCLUDING A RIDE UP THE GREAT EIFFEL TOWER!!

WE WILL ASSIST YOU WITH ANY FUNDRAISING OR SPONSORSHIP 
REQUIREMENTS!! SEATS ARE LIMITED!!

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: MAGDA 076 1645017 or 
021 7064410; John 021 7055131 or 083 2777999

Tour Professionally arranged by: St Gerards Holy Tours
Contact: Deacon John Sheraton 021 705 5131 or 083 277 7999
Email: stgholytours@gmail.com
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CORPUS CHRISTI, WYNBERG
WelCoMeS pIlGRIMS

• Divine Mercy Healing Adoration: 3rd Sat of each month at 3pm
• Lenten Pilgrimage: To all pilgrim churches of our Diocese on 2 March
• group Pilgrims: Benediction, Talk and Confession for pilgrims 
• Eucharistic Procession: Candle Light Procession on 1 June at 6.30 pm

For more Information
Office Tel: 0217613337. Fax: 0217613388. 
Email:CorpusChristiWynberg@gmail.com

Many thanks to the ecclesia team for the wonderful train-
ing on Saturday 9th March. Good to see you are all keeping 
it fresh and exciting! ABoVe: Grassy park ecclesia team: In 
Front: eunice Jacobs, Gavin Almazien; Middle: Gerry Stevens, 
Juanita Houston, Dawn Cogill, estelle Fester, Vanessa Klink, 
Harold Stuurman; Back: Michelle George, Geoff Fester, 
Desmond Matthews, Rev Michael Ramages, Bennie Davids

The Happy Place
The Happy Place Children's Academy, launched in January 2013, is a com-
munity initiative by the Bellville Catholic Church. The Academy encom-
passes the upliftment and development of children in grade 4-12.

The academy is committed to support young learners in the development 
of general life skills and operates on the basis of volunteers in the com-
munity offering their services.

Classes began in April 2013.

THe oBJeCTIVeS
• To promote and develop positive social and life skills

• To create a constructive and stimulating learning environment.

• To enhance imperative personal characteristics and values.

WHAT We oFFeR
• School and Homework Assistance

• Life Skills Training

• art and Craft Classes

• Music Lessons

• Fun and special activities

We appeal for volunteer teachers/tutors, or college and 
varsity students, who have the time and willingness to help 
(qualifications not needed).

For more information please contact Geoffrey Figaji on 083 653 3660 
or gfigaji@gmail.com and Averill Cornelissen on 082 472 5361 or ajrc@
mweb.co.za.

On Friday 29th March 2013 St Clare's, Elsie's River prayed 
the Stations of the Cross in their traditional manner, taking 
the Cross to the streets. However, this year being the Year 
of Faith, our young people decided to re-enact each station 
at the homes of various Catholics, depicting the scenes in 
a very prayerful but realistic way. The Stations were led by 
Fr Job Kaleekaparampil, and Dcns Joseph Arulandu and 
Arthur Classen.

This type of community action has, in a sense, united our 
parish in demonstrating what we as Catholics believe – to 

other denominations, as well as onlookers on the route. 
Our Good Friday was really blessed – it felt like we were 
really on our way to Calvary, as someone said. The Stations 
of the Cross was moving for many as tears were shed at 
the scene of the crucifixion. It made all the more sense to 
celebrate and thank our Lord Jesus for suffering and dying 
for love of each of us.

We pray that God will continue to bless St Clare's 
towards a renewed Eucharistic faith in this special year.

Wayne Carolissen

Taking the Stations of the Cross to the streets

“We need more members”, “nobody 
seems interested” and “I am already 
in too many ministries” were the con-
stant groans by most of the ministry 
members in our parish. We have many 
ministries at our church, but only with 
an estimated 10% of the parishioners 
involved.

At a Parish Pastoral Council meet-
ing in Nov 2012 it was decided to 
have a ministry drive, immediately 
after all Masses, at our Year of Faith 
celebration, on the weekend of 23/24 
February 2013. In late January, emails 
and telephonic reminders went out 
and constant inserts were posted in 
our news bulletin, as well as the 
mouth to mouth reminders whenever 
we bumped into one another in the 
streets or local shopping malls.

Everyone put their final touches 
to the plans and presentations. We 
initiated a “drive”, but they delivered 
an “expo”. From decorated stalls in 
the parish hall to posters and a slide 
show on the wall, with dress code to 
portray their ministry, and f lyers for 
the visitors. WOW! What an awe-
some display! We don’t have a men’s 
group at St Anne’s, so we got the 
men’s group from Our Lady of Good 

Council, Bridgetown to spark off one 
in our parish. With their harmonious 
singing, some thought they were a 
choir. Seven men signed up leaving 
the ladies wondering if they could 
also join, but… they were referred to 
the CWL. Oops, how can I forget the 
cake and coffee stall, and tuck shop to 
cater for the hungry after Mass?

At our follow up Parish Pastoral 
Council meeting a few days later, 
we received positive reports of the 
efforts. Some reported as much as 18 
additions (Ushers) to others with only 
two (altar servers lost three but gained 
five), but “don’t worry, we’re already a 
large group of 22” their co-ordinator 
comfortably announced.

Of course, we give all the thanks 
to our Heavenly Father. We are truly 
grateful that he has given us the 
strength to work together as a team, 
all fired up and ready for the next term 
of office with increased numbers.

Thank you ALL. May God bless 
each and everyone that contributed 
to the success of our Year of Faith 
Ministry Expo.

Stephen Engelbrecht
PPC Chair – St Anne’s Steenberg
Photo: Justin Engelbrecht

St Anne’s Ministry Drive

Contact Treasure or Sharyn on 021 462 2417.

ecclesia Season Three materials available 
from the Chancery.
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ACCoMMoDATIoN WANTeD:
Employed mother and final year student daughter seeks one large 

bed or two bed separate entrance room or flat in Athlone or 
surrounds, Northern Suburbs or Mitchells plain, with easy access 
to transport to Cape Town and UWC as from 1 July 2013. please 

contact Wilma on 076 092 3773.

CORPUS CHRISTI, WYNBERG
WelCoMeS pIlGRIMS

• Divine Mercy Healing Adoration: 3rd Sat of each month at 3pm
• Lenten Pilgrimage: To all pilgrim churches of our Diocese on 2 March
• group Pilgrims: Benediction, Talk and Confession for pilgrims 
• Eucharistic Procession: Candle Light Procession on 1 June at 6.30 pm

For more Information
Office Tel: 0217613337. Fax: 0217613388. 
Email:CorpusChristiWynberg@gmail.com

St Mary's Primary and the Dominican Sisters will be celebrating 150 years 
in education from 2-8 September 2013. We plan to have a Flower 
and Music Festival during that week. We are looking for volunteers to 
assist with floral arrangements. A meeting will be arranged once 
we have received the responses to decide which part of the cathedral 
parishioners would like to adorn. The theme is "Truth and Light".

Services would be on a voluntary basis in lieu of this prestigious birthday 
event and Dominican dedication to education.

Send replies to ursulavivier@gmail.com or call the secretary, Mrs Liddle 
and leave details.

Looking forward to hearing from you.
UJ Vivier
principal, St Mary's primary

On the 4th Sunday of Easter, Mass was 
celebrated at St Clare's, Elsies River 
by Archbishop Emeritus  Lawrence 
Henry for parish priest Fr Job 
Kaleekaparampil's 30th anniversary 
of ordination to the priesthood. 

The parishioners of St Clare's laid 
on a surprise for Father Job to cel-
ebrate his anniversary while he was 
away on his annual retreat. Lots of 
planning and background work took 
place to arrange this great day. With 
much jest and gratitude, Archbishop 
Henry thanked Fr Job for his contri-
bution, not only to St Clare's, but also 
for his extensive work in the diocese 
over the past 11 years. Father Job has 
previously worked in Bonteheuwel, 
Matroosfontein and Grassy Park. 

In the 'thank you's” after Mass, 
he was described by deacon Joseph 
Arulandu as a no-nonsense operator 
who gets things done. When called 
to assist the sick he will go, no matter 
what time of day, and he loved to 
participate in all ministries.

The renovations made to the church 
property is testimony of his unfailing 
love for the people of God, but he also 
has a way of creeping into your heart 
in every sermon, and with his gentle 
humility. The Archbishop  thanked 
the MSFS priests for their spirituality 
and their parochial efforts in the dio-
cese and sang the ABC of Love to Fr 
Job. PPC chairman, Derrick Timmie, 
thanked Fr Job on behalf of the parish 
as he was being blessed with gifts of 
f lowers, a collage of photos, a plaque 
and a huge banner depicting this great 
celebration. 

Six children from CBC St Johns have been following the path 
of the Good Shepherd Catechesis since they were three years 
old. They chose, with their leader Mrs Sylvia Clutten, to make 
their first Reconciliation and to receive Jesus in the eucharist 
on Good Shepherd Sunday. They wore fresh flowers to remind 
them of their creation, cinctures to remind them of their sal-
vation in Jesus and white garments to foreshadow their lives 
in eternity. Here (l-R), Kyra l’etang, Jonathan Rudden, erin 
Sierra, Justin Armstrong, Danielle Savage and Keane Rudden 
are seen with (l-R) their teacher Mrs Sylvia Clutten, Dcn 
Stephen Armstrong, their parish priest Fr Kevin Dadswell, Dcn 
Gary lawrence and CBC Junior principal, Sharon van Vuuren.

parish surprise their parish 
priest with festive celebration

St Clare's parishioners pose with their parish priest, Fr Job 
Kaleekaparampil

Fr Job, stunned and amazed, was at 
a lost for words. The event really made 
his day. All were invited to the hall 
after Mass for some refreshments 

Of course, Fr Job did not expect 
anything further, but was humbly 
ecstatic when 18 of his fellow MSFS 
priests, as well as priests from the 
deanery and some Holy Cross sisters 
joined him for supper that evening, 
prepared by the fundraising com-
mittee. Fr Babychan wished Fr Job 
well from the MSFSs and thanked 
the parish of St Clare for accepting 
him as their priest. He applauded 
the parish's effort and hospitality. 
Fr PJ Pearson said that Fr Job was 
a real worker in God's vineyard and 
everywhere he goes he touches and 
heals lives through the priesthood. 
He praised him for his resilience in 
always successfully completing what 

he starts. We were also privileged to 
have in our midst Fr Abraham (50th) 
from Tanzania and Fr Joseph (25th) 
from Namibia who also celebrated 
their ordinations. The PPC and PFC 
joined in the meal.

It was a real community day for the 
parish but it was all because of one 
truly dynamic shepherd and priest 
who loves to serve, and through his 
unfailing response to call, has touched 
our lives  in this community. Fr Job, 
you are like ice that never melts in a 
glass of whisky – you keep it good at 
St Clare's and deserve only the best.

We praise and thank God for giving 
us a holy and humble priest. His life 
of self-giving inspires us to draw ever 
closer to God and we wish him God's 
richest blessings and everything of the 
best for many years to come.

Wayne Carolissen

Flower and Music Festival

On the Friday before Palm Sunday 
the Catholic men's initiative of St 
Clare's parish, Elsie's River raised 
R3000 towards Archbishop Brislin's 
building fund. It was a case of using 
the Friday fish tradition and capitalis-
ing on it in true Catholic style. The 
men set up their braais at 4 pm and 
got the fires going and the snoek braa-
ing. Whilst the Stations of the Cross 
was in progress, the smell of grilled 
fish filled the air as the men toiled as 
a team to fulfil this act of penance and 
challenge for Lent.

When the Stations of the Cross 
was complete, hungry parishioners 
stormed the stall with prepaid tick-
ets. By 8 pm a bunch of tired men 
could celebrate success in handing the 
money over to Fr Job. This exercise 
has united the men's initiative even 
stronger in accomplishing this act 

of love for our greater church. As 
men we are taking our place in this 
beautiful Catholic faith of ours and 
growing in prayer, friendship and sup-
porting brotherhood.

We are about 15 men who meet 
twice a month and want to make a 
small difference, not only in our own 
lives but also in our families, and be 
role models for our children. The 
Catholic men's initiative, through the 
annual camp, has inspired us to be 
men of faith,  honour and integrity 
and most of all to try and live our 
faith, especially in this year faith.

As we are growing in this ministry 
we challenge all men in the diocese to 
do likewise. It's long overdue – Men 
of God take your place in faith.

Wayne Carolissen
Pic: Wayne Carolissen

Men's group raise 
R3000 for building fund

The Men's Group who raised R3000 for the building fund.

Our Year of Faith programme started 
with an added blessing when we real-
ized that our scheduled start of the term 
school Mass coincided with the official 
launch of the Year of Faith on Thursday 
11 October 2012. Thursday mornings 
of the third term had been reserved for a 
guest speaker – Priest, Religious Sister, 
Brother – to address individual grades 
on the theme of Year of Faith, and we 
were fortunate to have Frs Tim Wrenn, 
Emmanuel Siljeur, Hugh O’Connor as 
well as Brother Prud to engage, enthrall 
and enrich our Grades 4 to 7 learners. 

Fr Tim Wrenn SDB introduced the 
idea of the four windows of life – 
home, school, spiritual and recreation, 
and having split the learners into four 
groups, each group had to prepare and 
present an impromptu drama on their 
respective “window of life”. These pres-
entations proved to be great fun and the 
learners were encouraged to live a bal-
anced life by allocating sufficient time 
to each of these four windows. After a 
brief talk on the relevance of the Year 
of Faith and an explanation of the logo, 
each child received a piece of a puzzle to 
complete, and after much shuffling to 
and fro, the completed puzzle revealed 
the Year of Faith logo. 

The Grade 7 learners had the privi-
lege of spending time with Br Prud 
CSsR, who introduced them to the 
game “Transformers” which required 
them to use the people in their respec-
tive groups to build some interesting 
structures such as Table Mountain and 
the Cape Town Stadium. The creativity 
was phenomenal and they soon realized 
that they needed to trust their team 
members, to be focused and to support 
each other if they wished to be success-
ful. Br Prud then related these skills 
to their faith and encouraged them 

to be committed in reading the Bible 
and being more prayerful. In closing, 
he taught them some greetings and 
hand gestures used in Thailand, his 
birth-place.

Fr Emmanuel Siljeur captivated the 
Grade 4 learners and teachers as he 
shared with them the importance of 
11 October 2012 in that it is the 50th 
anniversary of Vatican II and the 20th 
anniversary of the publication of the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church by 
Blessed Pope John Paul II. He explained 
what the Pope hoped to achieve by the 
Year of Faith’ viz. to rediscover our 
faith and get closer to God; to take the 
opportunity to read about our religion 
more; to intensify our reflection of faith 
and pray more; to profess our faith; and 
to intensify the way we celebrate our 
faith. 

 “Making Choices” was the theme 
used by Fr Hugh O’Connor for his 
conversation with the Grade 6 children 
who soon realized that in every situa-
tion there is a choice that needs to be 
made, and that this choice could have a 
negative or a positive effect on life. He 
related some of his life experiences, with 
special reference to his decision of enter-
ing the priesthood, and encouraged the 
children to reflect on the choices they 

make in terms of their school life, their 
friends and their high school subjects. 
The children enjoyed the relaxed inter-
action with Fr Hugh and the freedom 
they had in asking him questions about 
the life of a priest. 

We are indeed most grateful to these 
speakers for their generosity of time and 
self, and hope that more speakers will 
be available to share their knowledge 
and experience of faith with our chil-
dren throughout this Year of Faith.

Gloria Naidoo 
Principal

St Anthony’s primary celebrates 
the Year of Faith

Fr Tim Wrenn SDB receives a thank you gift from principal, Gloria 
Naidoo and learners of St Anthony's primary

Fr Hugh o'Connor receives a 
thank you gift from a learner
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You can also support the work of CWD through the MyVillage/MySchool card and pick 'n pay Smart Shopper card points

As CWD heads into its 43rd year, the agency 
has taken steps to contribute to its future 
sustainability. A three year strategic plan was 
developed, covering all aspects of CWD's 
work, with the aim of building a framework 
that balances CWD’s current operations with 
its future strategic direction, especially in the 
light of the economic downturn, which has 
impacted negatively on many organisations/ 
NGOs. The CWD leadership team and staff, 
together with selected friends of CWD, board 
members and content specialists worked 
together to develop the outline.

The plan was developed at an opportune 
time under the leadership of outgoing director 
Lungisa Huna. New director, Malcolm Salida, 
will lead the way forward into its implementa-
tion. Huna met with Salida at the CWD offices, 
saying that “CWD welcomes Malcolm, who 
takes over the CWD directorship on the 1st of 
May 2013. We wish him well and hope that he 
will move the agency to new heights.” 

Huna will focus her energy and time heading 
the "Resource Mobilisation department". She 
thanks CWD supporters and donors for their 
support during her tenure.

outgoing director lungisa Huna (centre) hands over the three year strategic plan 
document to new director Malcolm Salida (right). Chairman of the Board, Donovan 
Adonis stands on the left.

The Jobstart programme 
recently held their graduation 
ceremony, where 178 learners 
successfully completed their 
training in courses which 
include food preparation, assis-
tant chef training, food service, 
housekeeping and micro MBA 
(small business) training.

One of the graduates, Unathi, 
was born and raised in Cape 
Town. Before attending the 
Jobstart Training Centre, he had 
worked as a waiter, bartender, 
houseman and housekeeper. Yet 
he always dreamt of becoming 
a chef one day. Unathi says that 
he “was just waiting for the right 
opportunity”. When a friend in 
his Nyanga neighbourhood told 
him about his own experiences 
with CWD, Unathi signed up 
for the Jobstart Chef Assistant 

Graduates of one of the Jobstart programs show off their 
cooking skills.

The Elsie's River Community 
Development Centre recently 
hosted their f irst two-day 
workshop to promote mother 
and child bonding. This idea 
emerged from observations in 
many of the communities in 
which CWD operates. 

A participant named Pearl 
spoke with passion about rais-
ing her children to be decent 
and responsible. She said 
that it is a daily challenge 
because of the many negative 
inf luences in the community. 
Another mother shared what 
she did with her child after 
the first day of the workshop. 
She said “My nine year old is 
very naughty. I sat him down 
and for the first time told him 
that I love him. This was very 

A young mother with her daughter smiles while other 
attendees of the workshop look on.

Mthetho Moli is the kind of 
success story that CWD loves 
to celebrate! Mthetho is a 23 
year old who was raised by 
his single mother. She passed 
away while he was in Matric, 
adding strain on him and his 
siblings. Mthetho became 
depressed, but at the invitation 
of a friend he went along with 
him to CWD’s Youth Project. 
This turned out to be the first 
day of a new start for him.

For Mthetho, the Youth 
Project changed his outlook. 
“I got into attending the youth 
camps and workshops. This 
helped me a lot, as my confi-
dence was very low. Learning 
about myself and attending 
leadership and lifeskills work-
shops made me see the value 

Mthetho teachers youngsters how to row.

Samora Machel informal settle-
ment, more commonly known 
as Philippi, is one of the largest 
townships in Cape Town and 
faces human rights issues, like 
lack of access to basic services 
and poverty. Youth Interfacing 
recently brought together peo-
ple from the Samora Machel 
township for a day of games, 
sports and fun. People of all 
ages could register as individu-
als or in groups for the day’s 
activities. The day focused on 
a right that is often not cel-
ebrated as such, namely our 
human right to play and have 
fun. The sense of community 
and unity that was felt by people 
who were brought together also 
highlighted the right to belong 
and to be cared for.

Attendees displayed 
their musical skills to 
add to the day’s fes-
tivities.

Young and old par-
ticipated in popular 
games that provided 
much entertainment.

CWD welcomes 
new director

Jobstart graduates 
positive about their future

program. Jobstart provided him 
with the basics of the work as a 
chef ’s assistant, but helped him 
understand what it would take 
to become a chef as well. Right 
now, Unathi is applying for jobs 
and is thrilled about the positive 

feedback. “Many people have 
been impressed by my CV since 
I started as a waiter and bar-
tender. Now I’ve worked my 
way up to be a chef ’s assistant. I 
know that I will make it to the 
top one day!”.

Mother and child bonding

awkward for me because I was 
not used to it.”

The aim of getting mothers 
to be more vocal about how 
much they love and care for 

their children will hopefully 
lead to stronger relationships 
that can brave the challenging 
environment in which these 
families live.

Samora Machel community 
celebrates Human Rights Day

Mthetho Moli – from depres-
sion to youth leader

in myself. This took away 
the loneliness and made me 
believe in myself. On one such 
camp I was approached by 
the manager of the adven-
ture camp site and offered a 
job as a facilitator. I was so 
pleased that someone recog-
nised my ability. I finally got 
employed.”

Today, Mthetho is proud to 
motivate young people who are 
going through the same things 
he went through, thanks to his 
own hard work and the moti-
vation and skills he received 
from CWD. He says, “I am 
the perfect example to show 
young people that things can 
turn around for the better.”


