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Archdiocese celebrates 
ordination to Priesthood

On Thursday 11 March 2021, 
Archbishop Stephen Brislin and Fr 
Charles Prince were part of an inter-
faith delegation that met with City of 
Cape Town Mayor, Dan Plato to discuss 
property matters, especially the rating of 
properties of religious organisations. 

The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church (#1897), reminds us that, 
“Human society can be neither well-
ordered nor prosperous unless it has 
some people invested with legitimate 
authority to preserve its institutions 
and to devote themselves as far as is 
necessary to work and care for the good 
of all.” It is reassuring to know that 
one of the key areas of the mission of 
the City of Cape Town is (as described 
in their Integrated Development Plan 
2017-2022) “to contribute to the devel-

Interfaith delegation discuss 
property matters with Mayor

The interfaith delegation which met with Mayor Dan Plato to discuss church property matters

Last year the Church launched the Year of St Joseph. With the approval of 
Archbishop Stephen Brislin, we would like to venerate St Joseph at the level 
of the Archdiocese. This will happen in the form of a monthly devotion with a 
sermon every first Tuesday of the month.

The Year of St Joseph: the motivation
Pope Francis declared the Year of St Joseph, running from 8 December 2020 

to 8 December 2021. This is a rare opportunity for us to focus on this great 
man who is often described as “standing in the shadows”. Joseph becomes our 
guide to visit the important moments of the life of Mary and the childhood of 
Jesus. Though operating in obscurity, Joseph leads us to a deeper understand-
ing of Church, work, family, husband, fatherhood and prayer as we delve into 
some important aspects of his life. Every time we do we this have a refreshing 
encounter with who we are as Church in the world today. As this is also the 
Year of the Eucharist, Benediction forms an integral part of our devotions.

This year is an invitation by Pope Francis to celebrate St Joseph. It is an 
opportunity that the Church and the faithful should appropriate fully.

19 March 2021: The Year of St Joseph in the context of the Church  
 today (Archbishop Stephen Brislin)

6 April 2021:  St Joseph in Scripture (Bishop Sylvester David OMI)

4 May 2021:  St Joseph – the Worker (Dcn Arthur Johannes)

1 June 2021:  St Joseph – the Refugee (Fr Gerardo Garcia CS)

6 July 2021:  St Joseph – the Husband of Mary (Fr Rui Henriques)

3 August 2021:  St Joseph – the Family Man (Fr Shaun Addinall)

7 September 2021: St Joseph – the Father (Fr Nkululeko Qokolo)

5 October 2021:  St Joseph – Man of Prayer (Fr Sean Cahill OFM Cap)

2 November 2021: St Joseph – Friend in the hour of Death (Fr Mari Jo OCD)

8 December 2021: Conclusion of the Year of St Joseph – with St Joseph  
 on the way to Bethlehem (Archbishop Stephen Brislin)

Archbishop Stephen Brislin presided at the first devotion on March 19 at 7pm 
at Good Shepherd Catholic Church. The Archdiocese will be able to 
join all monthly devotions via livestream. Please use the Good 
Shepherd Catholic Church, Bothasig YouTube link or click on 
the image at the top of this article.

The format of the celebration is a short devotion with Benediction (to 
include the Year of the Eucharist) and a short homily. The devotion will not 
take longer than 20 to 30 minutes.

Every devotion will be live-streamed to the Archdiocese from the venue 
chosen by the presider. (The parish of Good Shepherd Catholic Church offers 
it’s services and technical team for live-streaming from its Church). A standard 
devotion will be sent to every presider.

The resource material is from Pope John Paul II: Redemptoris Custos and Pope 
Francis: Patris Cordis. Both documents are easily accessible from the internet.

For further information, please contact Fr Ivanhoe Allies (Good 
Shepherd Catholic Church, Bothasig) at 021 558 1412 or 079 154 6919, or email 
bothasig@adct.org.za.

May the year of St Joseph be a time of renewal for us all.

Invitation by Pope 
Francis to celebrate 

the Year of St Joseph 

My journey here has been a winding and 
sometimes steep road, but neverthe-
less it has been a well-lit path, so that 
by God’s loving grace, I have never felt 
lost in following Jesus. I was born in 
Stellenbosch at the end of the 1970s, 
into a pious and faithful Portuguese 
family. I have a younger brother and 
sister, and two cousins who lived next 
door. This solid foundation ensured that 
through all our hardships and joys we 
always journeyed to the Lord. 

I had an interest in the physical sci-
ences, however became discouraged 
at the end of my studies with the way 
many professionals lived. At a time 
of personal crisis, God the Father 
reminded of his calling to me as a 
young boy, to ‘be a good priest’. 

Ten years of discernment and for-
mation have prepared me well spiritu-
ally for this moment, however as in a 
bride or bridegroom on the evening 
before their wedding ceremony, my 
flesh begins to feel a light headache 
above and some butterflies below. 

I know priesthood is a vocation 
with momentous challenges, yet God 
is here with me, so that like fatherly 
Saint Joseph I may be strengthened 
to guide and assist the holy families 
around me.

Rui Antonio Henriques was ordained to the Priesthood on 19 March 2021 (the Feast of St Joseph) by Archbishop 
Stephen Brislin, at Corpus Christi Church in Wynberg. Attendance at the ordination was limited to invitation 
only, due to Covid-19 restrictions. However, the liturgy was livestreamed and the video is now available on 
https://adct.org.za and on the ADCT YouTube channel. Father Rui shares some insights on his journey to this day.

opment of its environment, human and 
social capital”

Since before the City of Cape Town 
existed, people of faith have worked 
with each other and civil government 
to do just that. The Catholic Church, 
along with other churches and faiths, 
also contribute to the development and 
upliftment of the City and its peo-
ple, both spiritually and materially, a 
task made both more urgent and much 
harder due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Another aspect of the mission of the 
City of Cape Town is “to be known for 
its efficient, effective and caring govern-
ment.” The delegates at the meeting 
had a chance to engage first-hand with 
this ideal as the Mayor listened to their 
concerns and assured them of the City’s 
commitment to ensure that properties 

are properly categorized as places of 
worship and exempt from rates. He also 
offered further meetings with particular 
churches and said that if anyone was 
incorrectly charged rates they could 
contact him directly, and tasked a senior 
member of his staff to deal with the 
matter directly. 

The meeting was a wonderful oppor-
tunity not only to engage with civil 
authorities, but also to connect with 
leaders of other churches and faiths, 
who have not been able to come together 
in person since before the start of the 
pandemic. It ended on a hopeful note 
of co-operation across civil and faith 
boundaries and with the promise of 
concrete action from the City, which 
will allow both faith and civil society to 
better serve the people of Cape Town.

Archbishop Stephen Brislin presents the newly ordained 
Father Rui Henriques to the congregation

https://adct.org.za
https://www.facebook.com/archdiocesecapetown
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnj6J2Sc_dW058_zPCSA4zw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnj6J2Sc_dW058_zPCSA4zw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnj6J2Sc_dW058_zPCSA4zw
mailto:bothasig@adct.org.za
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnj6J2Sc_dW058_zPCSA4zw
https://adct.org.za
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8oTKZG8ErGs&t=31s
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Wishing you all a blessed Easter Season ahead!
Peace and Blessings, The Youth Chaplaincy Team

VIRTuAl TRAInInG
On 20 and 27 February we held a virtual training for leaders in Youth Ministry 
via Zoom and opened it up to be joined nationally with a separate training for 
those running the Life Teen programme. Topics included our ultimate purpose, 
spirituality, conflict management, how to run events, relational ministry, running 
small groups, pastoral care and recruitment with speakers (left to right) Leonardo 
Sforza, Dominique Yon, Andrea Naidoo, Amy Sylvester, Gladness Mashubuka, 
Lucia Pisanello and Fr Charles Prince who remains the Chaplain for Life Teen 
nationally. These trainings have been recorded and are available upon request via 
youthchaplaincy@gmail.com.

Greetings from the Youth Office
We are very excited that Youth and Catechism have been able to take place in person again and our focus for 

these first few weeks has been on equipping leaders in youth ministry for the year ahead, including ‘how to deal 
with a new normal’. We have also officially launched our new Youth Chaplaincy Team and are re-energised to fulfil 
our vision and mission to serve the young people of our Archdiocese by Transforming young lives through 
Christ. See our video for more details at https://fb.watch/4hbFSFBjrn/

Training at Durbanville and Maitland
On the weekends of 6 and 13 March our Life 

Teen team led by Leonardo Sforza, who is the 
Life Teen Area Contact for the Western and 
Eastern Cape, visited Maitland and Durbanville 
parishes respectively to lead a full day of train-
ing, team building and spiritual retreat as their 
new core teams started their journey with the 
amazing programme.

Training Day at St John’s Maitland

Training Day at OlPH, Durbanville

Are you struggling with a Youth Program in your 
Parish? Is your classroom style Catechism getting a 
bit boring? Do your teenagers/ kids seem to be a bit 
disinterested in learning about the Church and or 
coming to Mass? 

If the answer is Yes to one or more of these ques-
tions, then we have just the solution for you and 
your parish. 

Life Teen and Edge brings Fun, Learning, Spirituality 
and Personal Growth together into phenomenal pro-
grams that will change your Catechism Youth Group 
to one that young people would want to come to. 
They are focused around the source and summit of 
the Eucharist and use Christ as the main goal of all 

sessions. Relational Ministry is a fundamental part of 
its success in a parish, as it is all about growing into 
a relationship with your Youth so that together you 
can be led closer to Christ. 

Life Teen and Edge has a fantastic team of people 
who create endless topics and resources that are 
easy to implement and can be changed to fit the 
dynamics of your parish, and it is now more acces-
sible than ever before!

If you are interested in a chance to grow the Youth 
in your parish and to encourage Vocations, then this 
is your answer. If you are interested, contact our 
youth office at youthchaplaincy@gmail.com to find 
out more!

lIFe Teen AnD eDGe CATeCHeTICAl YOuTH PROGRAMMeS

We may not be able to have our Cape Town NET Team again this year due to 
the pandemic, but we are truly grateful to our very own team of local part-time 
volunteers who are eager to serve and evangelise the youth of our schools and 
parishes that are keen to have us. Please contact us at youthchaplaincy@gmail.
com to find out how we can assist you!

SAVe THe DATeS!
Please save the rest of our dates for 2021 and include them in your planning for 

the upcoming year. Regardless of the pandemic’s situation at the time, we aim to 
continuously look at the best ways to make them accessible to as many people as 
possible. They will therefore take place in person, online or with hybrid set-ups 
at homes/ parishes depending on the restrictions at the time. We hope to see 
you there!

day date event venue

Saturday 8 May Youth Forum Maitland TBC

Saturday 22 May Youth Music Ministry Workshop TBC

Thursday 27 May Young Adults’ Theology on tap Trenchtown

Wednesday 16 June Youth Day Mass Lansdowne TBC

Saturday 10 July ‘Faithfully fit’ Leadership Training Chancery 

Sunday 25 July Young Adults’ Retreat Cathedral TBC

Thursday 5 August Young Adults’ Theology on tap Copper Club

Saturday 21 August Xhosa Youth Project St Gabriel’s TBC

Wednesday 1 September Season of Creation Service TBC

Sunday 5 September Laudato Si Youth project TBC

Saturday 18 September Empower Conference Italian Club TBC

Thursday 24 September Shrine to Shrine Pilgrimage

Saturday 9 October ‘Faithfully Fit’ Leadership Training Chancery 

Fri+ Sat 28 November Youth Project TBC

Saturday 13 December Young Adults Hike and Retreat TBC

mailto:youthchaplaincy@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1437656356566563
mailto:youthchaplaincy@gmail.com
mailto:youthchaplaincy@gmail.com
mailto:youthchaplaincy@gmail.com
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From 
the 

HEART

Articles, letters and advertisements should reach us by 14 May 2021 for 
the April-June 2021 edition.

Please address all correspondence to:
Archdiocesan News, PO Box 2910, Cape Town, 8000. 
Tel: 021 462 2417. Fax: 021 461 9330. E-mail: publications@adct.org.za 
Website: https://adct.org.za
Also find us on: https://www.facebook.com/archdiocesecapetown
editor: Stephen Docherty
layout, Production & Advertising: Stephen Docherty
Regular Contributors: Archbishop Stephen Brislin, Bishop Sylvester 
David OMI, Mgr Andrew Borello, Fr Ralph de Hahn, Centre for Pastoral 
Development, Catholic Parliamentry Liaison Office, Catholic Schools’ Office, 
Youth Chaplaincy, St Joseph’s Home.

Our Bishops invite you to join them via livestream as they com-
memorate the saving Passion, Death and Resurrection of our lord 
Jesus Christ, celebrated in the sacred liturgies of Holy Week.

All services will be livestreamed to the Archdiocese Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/archdiocesecapetown
and links will be posted to the Archdiocese of Cape Town website 
and to the Archdiocese of Cape Town YouTube channel

PAlM SunDAY MASS
Livestreamed on Sun 28 March at 10.00 from St Mary’s Cathedral
Presided over by Archbishop Stephen Brislin

HOlY THuRSDAY – MASS OF THe OIlS
Livestreamed on Thu 1 April at 10.00 from Immaculate Conception, Parow
Presided over by Archbishop Stephen Brislin

HOlY THuRSDAY – MASS OF THe lORD’S SuPPeR
Livestreamed on Thu 1 April at 19.30 from St Mary’s Cathedral
Presided over by Archbishop Stephen Brislin

GOOD FRIDAY – THe PASSIOn OF OuR lORD
Livestreamed on Fri 2 April at 15.00 from St Mary’s Cathedral
Presided over by Archbishop Stephen Brislin

HOlY SATuRDAY – eASTeR VIGIl
Livestreamed on Sat 3 April at 20.00 from St Mary’s Cathedral
Presided over by Archbishop Stephen Brislin

eASTeR SunDAY – SOleMn HIGH MASS
Livestreamed on Sun 4 April at 10.00 from St Mary’s Cathedal
Presided over by Bishop Sylvester David OMI

1

Archdiocesan Directory 2021
Archdiocese of cApe Town

Archbishop Stephen Brislin has made the 2021 
Archdiocesan Directory freely available to all! 

Instead of being printed, this edition will be 
made available for download as an interactive 
PDF from our website https://adct.org.
za. It will be adapted for use on a computer 
screen (as a double page spread) as well as on 
a cellphone (in single page portrait format). 

For your convenience, all website and email 
addresses will be interactive. While browsing 
through the directory on your computer, 
simply click – or on your cellphone, tap – the 
address you want to go to and it will launch the 
website you want to visit, or open your default 
email program with the address already loaded.

A PDF reader is needed to open and read the 
file. Most smartphones and computers come 
pre-loaded with a reader, but should you not 
have one, it is freely available for download 
from www.adobe.com. The PDF reader 
has a “Find” function at the top of the page 
which makes searching easy. Simply type in 
a key word, e.g. “Directory” and it will take 
you to all instances of the word occurring in 
the document. Should you have any queries 
on navigating the document, please call 
Stephen Docherty on 021 462 2417, or email 
publications@adct.org.za.

Save the file to a prominent place on your 
computer Desktop where it is easily acces-
sible. To keep it in a dedicated place on your 
cellphone, simply download and install your 
favourite ebook reader from the Play Store 

Download your FRee copy of the 
2021 Archdiocesan Directory

(Android) or Apple App Store (iPhone) free of charge. 
These also have their own “Search” functions. 

We have endeavoured to ensure that the informa-
tion in the directory is up to date, but should you find 
anything in need of correction please contact Stephen 
Docherty on the above contact details.

Recently I was part of a meeting 
at which one of the speakers 
spoke about the challenges fac-
ing South Africans at this time 
of the pandemic and specu-
lating what a post-pandemic 
South Africa will look like. In his 
analysis he spoke of the urgen-
cy to give people hope, most 
especially that they may accept 
that we are not just victims but 
we are able to shape our future 
even if we cannot completely 
do so. He spoke about some 
factors that militate against 
hope: fear, feelings of disem-
powerment, fragile and broken 
trust, political opportunism and 
the context we live in of rising 
needs but declining resources.

There is division among peo-
ple throughout the world, per-
haps more so now than ever 
before. In our own country 
there are racial divisions, socio-
economic divisions, political 
divisions, to name only a few. 
Divisions are fanned into a 
flame by “fake news” with its 
purpose not so much of get-
ting people to believe lies, but 
rather that people lose trust in 
everything they hear and read. 
Who can we trust? Who do you 
trust? Is there anybody we can 
trust? 

It is not possible to build 
trust unless there is honesty 
and integrity. If you are not 
an honest person, you will not 
be trusted. Dishonesty breeds 
distrust and division among 
people. We may well ask: how 
do people recognize an hon-
est person? I’m sure there are 
many answers to that question 
but one important answer is 
that when people see that what 
you say and what you do are 
in harmony, they will see in 
you a person who is honest. 
Also, if people see you standing 
with and on the side of the 
vulnerable, the powerless, the 
marginalised, they will recog-

nize in you integrity. The first 
step in building trust among 
people is to commit ourselves 
to being honest and truthful. 
Honesty is not as easy as it 
sounds because there is almost 
an instinct within us to deflect 
blame, to deny and to cover up. 

Hope will continue to evade 
people unless we can do some-
thing to restore trust, to build 
bridges and to acknowledge 
that it is only together that we 
can create a better and brighter 
future. As long as we remain in 
a “group mentality” and think 
we can be happy and prosper-
ous at the expense of others, 
we will perpetuate distrust and 
defeat hope – not only for oth-
ers but ourselves as well. As 
Christians we aim to grow in the 
likeness of God and that Christ 
will truly live in us and we in 
Christ. In God there is no false-
hood, no hatred, there is only 
goodness. To be in God means 
that we have to take respon-
sibility for our own moral and 
ethical life, to strive to be hon-
est and truthful. Even if we feel 
that all around us are dishonest 
and untruthful, we as disciples 
of Christ commit ourselves to 
being people of integrity – even 
though, in the short term, it can 
be a painful path to follow.

Jesus Christ is the true light 
of hope, but he works through 
his followers who are meant to 
reflect that light. We will do so 
if people see in us that we are 
people of goodness, of honesty 
and trustworthy. They will see 
Christ’s light in us if they see 
we are compassionate to the 
poor and marginalized. Let us 
earnestly pray during this Lent 
that we will be given the grace 
and strength to achieve this.

+Stephen Brislin
archbishop of cape town

mailto:publications@adct.org.za
https://adct.org.za
https://www.facebook.com/archdiocesecapetown
https://www.facebook.com/archdiocesecapetown
https://adct.org.za
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzyXxtKLnHNoFF2m_XCo9bg
https://adct.org.za
https://adct.org.za
https://www.adobe.com/africa/products/catalog.html?types=pf_252Fdesktop&types=pf_252Fmobile&types=pf_252Fweb&page=3
mailto:publications@adct.org.za
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We must never lose sight of the need to 
protect the children within our church envi-
ronment and in our broader communities. 
COVID has frozen many of our church 
programs especially those involving physical 
contact between people. This is now begin-
ning to thaw and so it is time to continue our 
observation and implementation of the Child 
Safeguarding Policy (CSP). To coincide with 
this, a new CSP information and training 
DVD has been produced. This is now avail-
able at the chancery.

Some important changes and additions are 
included in the DVD:
•  A new Archdiocese Contact Person has 

been appointed. She is Angela O’Brien, 
a qualified social worker. She replaces Sr 
Suzanne Duncan who has retired from 
this position after many years of profes-
sional, dedicated and sensitive service;

•  An updated Essential Information poster 
of the three Contact Persons is on the 
DVD. Angela O’Brien joins Koleka 
Lubelwana and Jane Payne. Parishes must 
now replace the old posters with this one;

•  The new General Parish Presentation 
acknowledges more strongly those who 
have been abused in the church in the past 

and the hurt that they have experienced;
•  Archbishop Brislin discusses the 2019 

decree of Pope Francis on the responsibili-
ties of bishops when handling reports of 
abuse.

Parishes should now begin a new cycle of 
CSP training using this DVD. All Level Two 
Church Personnel are required to watch this 
presentation. All Level One Personnel are 
strongly encouraged to watch it. 

The CSP and the country’s laws require 
certain clearances for individuals having 
access to children, and we must adhere to 
these requirements. The most effective way of 
safeguarding our children, though, is through 
ongoing training and education. Parish 
priests and the parish CSP Co-ordinators 
are encouraged to spread knowledge of the 
Child Safeguarding Policy throughout their 
parish communities in addition to those in 
particular ministries.

In creating a safe environment for our chil-
dren, we allow them to express their natural 
joy and exuberance, and we allow them to be 
children. Let us commit ourselves to this safe 
environment.

Michael Baker
Child Safeguarding Officer

Child Safeguarding Matters!

Jayne Payne

Koleka lubelwana

Angela O’Brien

Our bishops have asked parishes, where possible, to provide livestreaming 
options for parish Sunday and weekday Masses, as well as other devotions 
and HOlY WeeK services, during this time of the Covid-19 pandemic. The 
following parishes offer livestreaming services in our archdiocese:

Athlone, Bellville, Belgravia, Belhar, Bergvliet, Bothasig, Brackenfell, Bridgetown, 
Brooklyn/Milnerton, Cathedral, Constantia, Delft, Durbanville, Fish Hoek, 
Goodwood, Grassy Park, Hout Bay, Kleinvlei, Kommetjie, Kraaifontein, Kuils 
River, Lansdowne, Lavistown, Maitland, Manenberg, Mowbray, Newlands, Paarl, 
Parow, Pinelands, Plumstead, Rocklands, Rondebosch (seminary), Rondebosch 
(parish), Simon’s Town, Somerset West, Steenberg, Stellenbosch, Strand, Table 
View, Wynberg, Welcome Estate.

Please access details of all services by logging on to our website at: https://
adct.org.za/ongoing-live-streamed-masses-and-devotions-in-
the-archdiocese-of-cape-town-2/

As Springfield Convent School celebrated its 150th Birthday on 
7 March 2021, the above quote by Maya Angelou resonated, as 
we are reminded of the six strong Dominican women who left 

their Irish homeland in 1863 to travel to Cape Town to establish Catholic 
Dominican schools here in South Africa. Eight years after arriving, having 
already established St Mary’s and the Dominican School for the Deaf in 
the city bowl area in Cape Town, they travelled to Wynberg in 1871 and 
bought our beautiful campus, Springfield, and established our school. 

Since that day in March 150 years ago, strong women have worked here 
and strong women have completed their schooling here. Each generation 
of Sisters, teachers and girls has followed in the footsteps of the previous 
generation, and we today are proud to be standing on the shoulders of the 
ones who came before us. The strong women who were educated here at 
Springfield span all corners of the earth today, making a difference in the 
lives of others and carrying out the mission of our founder, Dominic: to 
praise… to bless… to preach…, while always serving with the Dominican 
motto Veritas – Truth.

A cocktail party, celebratory Masses and a function for past and present 
learners and teachers, were a few ideas that were brainstormed two years 
ago to celebrate Springfield Convent School’s 150th anniversary. And then 
along came the Coronavirus! Back to the drawing board, literally, as many 
of the new ideas have threads of artistic creation running through them.

The first of four projects is a carved wooden Stations of the Cross on 
each of 14 palm trees in the Convent gardens. The second is a mosaic on 
the Centenary Hall wall. Dale MacRitchie, who works in the School’s Art 
department teaching ceramics, along with local artist Tracy Payne, created 
a design incorporating elements depicting the School and its history. One 
of them is the ship that sailed from Ireland in 1863 bringing the Cabra 
Dominican Sisters to educate girls at the southern tip of Africa. Other 
projects include a stained-glass window of St Dominic for the Chapel and 
a bronze statue by renowned artist Jean Doyle for the gardens, all created 
by local artists.

On Friday 5 March the learners all enjoyed a “day with a difference” to 
celebrate the birthday, with an online liturgy and a solemn flag-raising 
ceremony to start the day, followed by picnics, treasure hunts, outreach 
activities and inter-house sports, all enjoyed in the beautiful Springfield 
gardens. When restrictions around gatherings are curtailed, the hope is for 
a celebratory Mass to be held in the School gardens.

Please follow our celebrations throughout this special year on our website 
https://www.springfieldconvent.co.za, Instagram springfieldconvent and 
Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/springfieldconvent.

HAPPY 150TH BIRTHDAY, SPRInGFIelD
Happy Birthday… Mini Emnandi Kuwe… Veels Geluk
“Here’s to strong women. May we know them. May we be them. May we raise them.” – Maya Angelou

One of the carved wooden Stations of the Cross in the Convent gardens

Dominic, the dog mascot having fun with some of the learners

ABOVe: Sisters Rosemary Commins, Siobhan Murphy, Francis Cosgrove, Francis Krige (Region Prioress) 
and Caroline Geoghegan celebrating 150 years of the founding of Sringfield Convent. BelOW: The Convent 
as seen from the avenue, with original oaks; the convent today; Springfield Pre-Primary School.

https://adct.org.za/ongoing-live-streamed-masses-and-devotions-in-the-archdiocese-of-cape-town-2/
https://adct.org.za/ongoing-live-streamed-masses-and-devotions-in-the-archdiocese-of-cape-town-2/
https://www.springfieldconvent.co.za
https://www.facebook.com/springfieldconvent
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The Circle of Life
Despite the challenges of 2021 there has been a great deal to honour, commemorate 

and celebrate. 
Congratulations Class of 2020!
We are very proud of our eight senior schools who, against all odds, did very well. We 

pray that meaningful opportunities will be afforded all our Matriculants in 2021.
Dominican Grimley School
In order to provide easier access to the school, the Department of Education has taken 

the decision to relocate the school to Zonnebloem. For 158 years Dominican Grimley has 
served the needs of the Deaf community and tribute must be paid to the many dedicated 
sisters and lay staff who have served so self-
lessly over all these decades.

The school was established in 1863 by the 
Cabra Dominican Sisters for the education 
of deaf children. It was originally housed on 
the premises of St Mary’s Primary School 
but in the early 1980s the school moved to 
Valley Road in Hout Bay

Springfield Convent School turns 150
Once again, we acknowledge the courage and vision of the Dominican Sisters who left 

Cabra, Ireland, 150 years ago to establish a girls’ school in Cape Town. History ref lects 
that Springfield was the first school to offer Matric to young women and was at the 
forefront of the ‘open schools’ movement in the 1970s.

 

ABOVe: A previous birthday celebration Mass. Right: Springfield out-
reach – thank you for your support

Holy Trinity turns 90!
Holy Trinity School in Elsie’s River, also founded by the Dominicans, has been provid-

ing quality education and pastoral care to countless generations of young people. This 
school has a remarkable relationship with the community.

It is with great reverence that we pause to remember the Dominican sisters who served 
so faithfully in their schools. Over the past year a number of these brave women have 
been called home. 

An update 
from the 
Catholic 
Schools 
Office

Loreto Strand – we are growing!
The Loreto sisters, upon their withdrawal from Cape Town, generously gave their 

convent to the school. No time was wasted in renovating and refurbishing. 

Thank you Fr Hugh and welcome to Sr 
Kathy

Fr Hugh O’Connor has faithfully served us as 
our Vicar for Education in the Archdiocese of Cape 
Town for the past 14 years. Despite our sadness at his 
departure to Pretoria, we wish him well in his new 
role as the Secretary General of the SACBC.

Sr Katherine Gaylor OP has been appointed as the 
Director for Catholic Education in the Archdiocese.

She is no stranger to education and also heads up the 
National Catholic Board of Education. We are blessed 
to have someone of her calibre guide us this year.

We look forward to a happy, fruitful and healthy year.
Evona Rebelo
CSO Co-ordinator

IT TaKeS a vILLaGe…
Schools thrive best when all the role-

players take a keen interst. Below are a few 
of the partnerships that we enjoy.

Support from our parish priests and 
chaplains: Fr Shaun is involved in sev-
eral educational portfolios and has been 
a great pastoral support to Mary Help of 
Christians.

Support from our parents: Bernie 
Berkowitz, past pupil of St Columba’s and 
Chairman of the Holy Cross Maitland 
Board with his children who attend CBC 
St John’s

Support from our sponsors: Thank 
you to the Foschini Retail Group for sup-
plying all our schools with magazines!

Support from our teachers: Mrs 
Catherine Paulse of Mary Help of 
Christians ensuring the safety of her chil-
dren.

Congratulations Br Terence Dowling on your Diamond Jubilee
Christian Brother, Terry Dowling, has made an outstanding contribution to Catholic 

Education and has held many leadership positions. He currently manages the Christian 
Brothers’ Retreat Centre in Stellenbosch and has recently been appointed as the 
Chairperson of our local Catholic Board of Education. The recent picture below, should 
serve as motivation for those of us who are sedentary by nature!

Support and influence of past pupils: Fr Hugh O’Connor recently attended 
the ordination of the Bishop of Rustenburg, Bishop Robert Mphiwe, whose aunt 
Josephine Motsodisa, is a grateful recipient of the education she received at the 
Dominican School for the Deaf in Wynberg.

Child Safeguarding Matters!
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reSponSeS and digeStS
Below are links to various Briefing Papers, Responses and Digests published 
on the CPLO website since the previous edition of the Archdiocesan News. 
Follow up on what interests you the most by clicking on the relevant topic/s 
(in blue) below.

Briefing papers
•	 Children in Jeopardy UK, US & SA Policies on Unaccompanied Minors  

& Migrant Youth
•	 Foreigners and township economies
•	 Covid Vaccination and Migrants
responses:
•	 16 Days of Activism for No Violence against Women and Children
•	 The State of the Nation Address by Adv Mike Pothier
•	 Vaccine for All in South Africa By Fr Peter-John Pearson
•	 Full Circle?
economic digests:
•	 Budget 2021: Will the Right Moves be Made? by Mr Kenny Pasensie
•	 2021 Economic Prospects by Mr Kenny Pasensie
Family digests:
•	 Disability, Desperation and the Water Cannon
•	 Teen Suicide Prevention Week and COVID-19 by Ms Lois Law
environment digests:
•	 The USA’s renewed commitments to  

international climate efforts
refugees digests:
•	 Refugees, Migrants and Displaced Persons by  

Fr Peter-John Pearson

video and podcast Series
Please click on the image below to listen to these and other podcasts.

CPLO videos can also be viewed on the CPLO YouTube channel.

It would not be fair to say that the South African 
Police Service is out of control, but the units that deal 
with public unrest, demonstrations and protests certainly 
are. Wednesday’s completely unprovoked killing of Mr 
Mthokozisi Ntumba in Johannesburg was, sad to say, not 
an aberration; it was business as usual.

Mr Ntumba had nothing to do with the student protests 
that had drawn the police to the area. He had been to see 
a doctor and was shot three times by police as he left the 
consulting rooms. These basic facts are not in dispute.

Police Minister Bheki Cele has commented that there 
was “no grain of explanation”1 for the shooting, which 
simply shows how completely out of touch the minister is 
with the ‘Service’ that he ultimately commands. There are 
plenty of “grains of explanation”. For a start, there is the 
continuing refrain by this minister and many of his prede-
cessors that the police must “shoot to kill”2, “use maximum 
force”3 and “use deadly force”.4

The fact that these instructions are usually qualified by 
reference to ‘criminals’ makes little difference. How is the 
average police officer at a protest scene supposed to decide 
which of the protesters is acting within constitutional 
bounds and which is a ‘criminal’? In any event, it is often 
the understanding of the security forces, here and else-
where, that whoever is the current focus of their attention 
is, or probably is, a criminal. The much-publicised example 
of George Floyd in the United States comes to mind.

Moreover, the mere fact that someone is indeed a crimi-
nal does not justify the use of deadly force against them – 
that is reserved for situations of private defence (including 
self-defence). This crucial distinction is routinely lost sight 
of in the various ministers’ rousing calls to arms, and in the 
police’s answering fusillades.

A second grain of explanation lies in the overt militarisa-
tion of the police. It is going on ten years now since the 
National Development Plan called for this to be addressed, 
and for police ranks to be de-militarised. Nothing has been 
done. The whole tone of public order policing is warlike: 
“If you want war, You’ll get war!”5 “Innocent people are 
going to die – not deliberately, but in the exchange of fire.”6 
It is little wonder that so many police officers respond as if 
their actions were governed by martial law, rather than by 
the Constitution.

A third explanation lies in the appallingly poor training 
received by public order police officers. Poor in the sense 
that it seems to rely first and foremost on the use of force. 
It would be impossible to keep track of the number of news 
items that begin, “police used rubber bullets…” or “police 
used a water cannon…” or “people were injured when 
police dispersed a crowd of protesters”. There seems to be 

no room for negotiation or for the many non-violent inter-
ventions that are commonplace in less militarised police 
services where de-escalation, as opposed to “use maximum 
force”, is the guiding principle.

Fourthly, there are seldom consequences for the com-
mand structure when this kind of extra-judicial killing 
takes place. It may be that the officer who pulled the 
trigger will be suspended and eventually face trial, but 
what happens to that officer’s immediate commander? And 
the person in overall charge of the operation? When an 
officer kills an innocent bystander there is at the very least 
a failure of discipline and control by the shooter’s superiors. 
Until those with the responsibility of command are held 
accountable, the lower ranks will not be kept properly in 
line.

Mthokozisi Ntumba joins a long list of people, by far the 
majority black men, killed or murdered by the SAPS. From 
Andries Tatane ten years ago in Ficksburg and the 34 dead 
at Marikana in 2012 to the shooting of Petrus Miggels 
in Uitsig, Cape Town at the beginning of the lockdown 
last year, the SAPS kills on average two-and-a-half times 
as many people per capita of population as the American 
police do, and eight times as many as their Canadian 
counterparts.7

Karl Marx said, “History repeats itself, first as tragedy, 
second as farce.” True as this observation is, it will offer 
no consolation to Mr Ntumba’s wife and their four young 
children. Neither does it help the rest of us. The problem 
is structural and requires serious policy intervention, of 
which there is no sign at all. Until the government finds 
the political will to enforce profound changes in the ethos 
of policing in our country, more such deaths are inevitable.

Mike Pothier
Programme Manager

1 https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/wits-
shooting-mthokozisi-ntumba-was-a-hard-working-and-
positive-husband-father-and-brother-family-20210311

2 https://www.polity.org.za/article/shoot-to-kill-south-african-
minister-tells-police-2008-04-10 https://www.sabcnews.com/
sabcnews/mbalula-tells-police-officers-shoot-kill/

3 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cUJjfosuQvU
4 https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/the-law-
is-on-your-side-cele-urges-cops-to-use-deadly-force-after-
latest-police-murders-20210301

5 https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/south-africa/2018-03-09-
you-want-war-youll-get-war-cele-tells-criminals/

6 https://www.csvr.org.za/media-articles/latest-csvr-in-the-
media/2024-mbalula-innocents-will-die-in-crime-war-121109

7 https://mg.co.za/news/2021-03-02-police-killings-how-does-
south-africa-compare/

RESPONSE
March 12th 2021

The Inevitable Killing of Mthokozisi ntumba

Why did Pope Francis visit Iraq?
Why was this visit so important? What is behind the story? In case you missed it online, please listen to 
this most informative interview of Fr Christopher Clohessy, a priest of the Archdiocese of Cape Town 
who is a lecturer at the Pontifical Institute for Arabic and Islamic Studies. America editor Ricardo 
da Silva SJ, interviews him for a detailed look at what some people are calling the ‘papal visit of the 
century.’ Click on the image above to link to our website.

AlSO In CASe YOu’Ve Been MISSInG IT – please visit the Archdiocese of 
Cape Town YouTube channel for some inspiring messages from our Bishops. 
Click on the image above to link to our channel. Please click the ‘Subscribe’ 
button to receive regular updates.

http://www.cplo.org.za/publications/briefing-papers-2020/
http://www.cplo.org.za/publications/briefing-papers-2020/
http://www.cplo.org.za/publications/briefing-papers-2020/
http://www.cplo.org.za/publications/briefing-papers-2021/
http://www.cplo.org.za/responses/responses-2020/
http://www.cplo.org.za/responses/responses-2021/
http://www.cplo.org.za/responses/responses-2021/
http://www.cplo.org.za/responses/responses-2021/
http://www.cplo.org.za/responses/responses-2020/
http://www.cplo.org.za/publications/digests/economic-digests-2021/
http://www.cplo.org.za/publications/digests/economic-digests-2021/
http://www.cplo.org.za/publications/digests/family-digests-2021/
http://www.cplo.org.za/publications/digests/family-digests-2021/
http://www.cplo.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Environment-Digest-21-Jan.pdf
http://www.cplo.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Environment-Digest-21-Jan.pdf
http://www.cplo.org.za/publications/digests/refugees-digest-2021/
http://www.cplo.org.za/publications/digests/refugees-digest-2021/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3jmcy2FpnXTjlDfobPisyQ/videos
https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/wits-shooting-mthokozisi-ntumba-was-a-hard-working-and-positive-husband-father-and-brother-family-20210311
https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/wits-shooting-mthokozisi-ntumba-was-a-hard-working-and-positive-husband-father-and-brother-family-20210311
https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/wits-shooting-mthokozisi-ntumba-was-a-hard-working-and-positive-husband-father-and-brother-family-20210311
https://www.polity.org.za/article/shoot-to-kill-south-african-minister-tells-police-2008-04-10
https://www.polity.org.za/article/shoot-to-kill-south-african-minister-tells-police-2008-04-10
https://www.sabcnews.com/sabcnews/mbalula-tells-police-officers-shoot-kill/
https://www.sabcnews.com/sabcnews/mbalula-tells-police-officers-shoot-kill/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cUJjfosuQvU
https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/the-law-is-on-your-side-cele-urges-cops-to-use-deadly-force-after-latest-police-murders-20210301
https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/the-law-is-on-your-side-cele-urges-cops-to-use-deadly-force-after-latest-police-murders-20210301
https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/the-law-is-on-your-side-cele-urges-cops-to-use-deadly-force-after-latest-police-murders-20210301
https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/south-africa/2018-03-09-you-want-war-youll-get-war-cele-tells-criminals/
https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/south-africa/2018-03-09-you-want-war-youll-get-war-cele-tells-criminals/
https://www.csvr.org.za/media-articles/latest-csvr-in-the-media/2024-mbalula-innocents-will-die-in-crime-war-121109
https://www.csvr.org.za/media-articles/latest-csvr-in-the-media/2024-mbalula-innocents-will-die-in-crime-war-121109
https://mg.co.za/news/2021-03-02-police-killings-how-does-south-africa-compare/
https://mg.co.za/news/2021-03-02-police-killings-how-does-south-africa-compare/
http://www.cplo.org.za/videos/
https://adct.org.za/why-is-pope-francis-visiting-iraq-behind-the-story/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzyXxtKLnHNoFF2m_XCo9bg/videos
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Sat 20 March Youth Forum Maitland TBC 
Sun 21 March RCIA Third Scrutiny In parishes 

24 March 19.00 Theology: Fr Hugh O’Connor via Zoom
Wed 14 April 19.00 Theology: Fr Hugh O’Connor via Zoom
Wed 21 April 19.00 Theology: Fr Hugh O’Connor via Zoom
Sat 24 April CFP Session 1: Call and Vocation 8 venues (see above article)
Wed 28 April 19.00 Theology: Fr Hugh O’Connor via Zoom
Wed 5 May 19.00 Theology: Fr Robert Bissell via Zoom
Sat 8 May Youth Forum TBC
Sat 8 May Xhosa EMHC Training 1
Sat 15 May CFP Session 2: A Vision for Catechetics 8 venues (see above article)
Sat 15 May Xhosa EMHC Training 2
Wed 12 May 19.00 Theology: Fr Robert Bissell via Zoom
Wed 19 May 19.00 Theology: Fr Robert Bissell via Zoom
Sat 22 May Youth Music Ministry Workshop TBC
Sat 22 May Xhosa EMHC Training 3
Wed 26 May 19.00 Theology: Fr Robert Bissell via Zoom
Thu 27 May Young Adults’ Theology on Tap Trenchtown
Wed 2 June 19.00 Theology: Fr Robert Bissell via Zoom
Sat 5 June Xhosa EMHC Retreat
Wed 9 June 19.00 Theology: Bishop Sylvester David OMI via Zoom
Sat 12 June CFP Session 3: A Model for Catechesis 8 venues (see above article)
Sat 12 June Xhosa Baptism Training
Wed 16 June Youth Day Mass Lansdowne TBC

CPD Training Courses For all other queries please call 
CPD at 021 462 2417.

Times have purposely been left out of some entries due to ongoing changes in Covid-19 protocols. Please 
consult the Google calendar on the Archdiocese of Cape Town website https://adct.org.za/calender/2021-
calendar// closer to the time of the event to check for changes in details, times or venues.

We bid farewell to the three ‘Golden Girls’ of the Centre for Pastoral 
Development (CPD), Joan, Maud and Sharyn. 

They have been very much at the heart of the work of CPD for very 
many years. They would have been significantly involved in any of the major 
Archdiocesan functions like Ordinations, Festivals, Archdiocesan Liturgical 
Events, Eucharistic processions and other celebratory occasions in the 
Archdiocese. 

You might also have seen them at Archdiocesan Pastoral Council (APC) 
meetings, and theology evenings as well as training courses for Catechists, 
Proclaimers of the Word and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion. 

For each of them their work went beyond being a function and was indeed a 
calling, imbued with much love, commitment and enthusiasm.

They’ll be sorely missed in the Archdiocese, but we wish them well and pray 
that there might be many blessings of much joy and fulfillment as they continue 
their journey of life.

Farewell to ‘The Golden 
Girls’ of CPD

The whole of Chapter 4 in the new Directory for Catechesis, 
produced by the Pontifical Council for promoting New 
Evangelisation, emphasizes the importance of the forma-
tion of Catechists.

In the opening paragraph it states:
Over the course of the centuries the Church has never 
neglected to give priority to the formation of catechists…
…the formation of catechists requires particular attention 
because the quality of pastoral initiatives is necessarily 
connected to the person who brings them into being. In the 
face of the complexity and demands of the time in which we 

live, it is appropriate that the particular Churches should 
devote sufficient energies and resources to the formation of 
catechists.
Thus, the Archdiocesan Catechetical Team has had 

to rise to the challenge of adapting the Catechetical 
Formation Programme (CFP), our initial training pro-
gramme for catechists, to meet the safety demands of 
gathering in this time of Pandemic.

Keeping in mind the Covid safety protocols, formation 
of catechists will happen in a number of centres allowing 
smaller numbers and less movement of participants.

CATeCHeTICS

Training and formation 
in the time of Covid

We ask that parishes register their participants before-
hand, as there will be a limited number of participants 
allowed at each venue.

To register please contact:
Mark:  catecheticscape@gmail.com
Paul:  paulnewton10@icloud.com
anastasia:  anastasiasmith75@gmail.com

Our planned Venues and Training Co-ordinators for 2021 are:

l-R: Maud Stellenboom, Joan Armstrong and Sharyn O’Connor

Claremont: St Ignatius
Magda Karelse

Westridge: St John Bosco
Anastasia Smith

Bellville: Ol of Fatima
Portia Hendricks

Strand: St Peter’s
Stephanie Sirmongpong and Dcn lester May

St Mary’s Cathedral
evadne Kortje and Michelle Perry

Maitland: St John’s
Dcn Basil Sampson

Khayelitsha: Site C
Monwabisi Balarane

Paarl: St Augustine’s
neil Sobotker

“At the centre of every process is the 
living encounter with Christ.

Accordingly, the definitive aim of catechesis 
is to put people not only in touch but in 

communion, in intimacy, with Jesus Christ.”  
(Directory for Catechesis, par 75)

https://adct.org.za/calender/2021-calendar/
https://adct.org.za/calender/2021-calendar/
mailto:catecheticscape@gmail.com
mailto:paulnewton10@icloud.com
mailto:anastasiasmith75@gmail.com
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This beautiful banner, depicting the life 
and work of Blessed Adolph Kolping, the 
sacraments of the Catholic Church and 
the liturgical seasons of the church, was 
designed  and co-ordinated by  Mrs Avril 
Adams, pictured in the photo above.

Avril, together with a team of women, 
Marie Jacobs (RIP), Adelaide Sckrikker, 
Avril Borchards, Gail Abrahams, 
Julia Nakeli, Lavina Sylvester, Marilyn 
Thomas and Rosemary Overmeyer, 
created this banner in the period of 
February to September 2020, meeting 
once a week. During the lockdown, 
meetings were not possible and the 
ladies continued working on their indi-
vidual pieces at home.

On 25 January 2021, Fr Kizito Gugah, 
KSA National Praeses and Fr Emmanuel 
Okika, Diocesan Praeses for Cape 
Town, blessed the banner during a 
beautiful celebration in the Kolping 
Chapel.

Anyone interested in ordering 
any such Liturgical Art, can send a 
WhatsApp to 081 055 5728.

Beautiful 
liturgical 
Art

ABOVe: Kolping national Praeses, Fr Kizito 
Gugah blesses the banner in the Kolping Chapel

In the previous edition of the Archdiocesan News we featured the story of 
“Thandi”, a young teenage girl who had been raped and wanted to share 
her story. The St Kizito Children’s Programme recently received the following 
letter from her.

Dear good people of St Kizito Children’s Programme.
My Lord has blessed me beyond measure. My benefactor arranged for 

my grandmother, my twins and myself to move to her daughter’s guest 
house in another town. I write articles for all her social media pages and my 
grandmother runs the cooking and gardens. We live in a small cottage at the 
back. OMW (*), the joy of taps, light switches and an electric stove. We even 
have a washing machine!

My grandmother, my children and I received clothing, food and toiletries 
from all of you. My most treasured item is a medallion that I carry with me 
for protection. Aunty told me it was from a church member who contacted 
St Kizito Children’s Programme when she read my story. 

I go to a cottage school and have enrolled in a writing and photographic 
workshop. It is safe here. I do often miss the singing in my old community, 
the smell of the food pots on the fire and even the wagging tongues.

I asked Aunty how I could ever say thank you to St Kizito Children’s 
Programme and all the good people for what they did. She told me that I 
had to go and enjoy being a teenager and to be the best version of me that 
I could possibly be.

So, here I am. It is me, Thandi, striving to be the best version of the Me I 
want to be. And, in doing so, I will pay homage to all the good people of St 
Kizito Children’s Programme who saw it in their hearts to help and not judge 
a young teenage mom from the townships. Love from me, Thandi .

Letter submitted by thandi (pseudonym)
(*) Oh my word

thandi’s Story continued

SACBC Appointments
Fr Hugh O’Connor, a priest of the Archdiocese of 

Cape Town, has been appointed as Secretary General of 
the Southern African Bishops’ Conference. He succeeds Sr 
Hermenegild Makoro CPS.

Fr Hugh was born in 1968, attended school at Loreto 
Convent Sea Point and CBC Green Point, and completed a 
BA at UCT before his seminary formation at SJV, Pretoria. 
He was ordained to the priesthood by Archbishop 
Lawrence Henry on 4 July 1997, and in 2005 he completed 
a licentiate in Moral Thelogy at the Alphonsianum in Rome.

Fr Hugh has served in various parishes and other 
portolios in the Archdiocese of Cape Town, most recent 
of which was formator and lecturer at St Francis Xavier 
Seminary, Athlone. He also served as Episcopal Vicar for 
Education and as Consultor to the Archbishop.

The SACBC has also appointed Sr Phuthunywa 
Siyali HC as its new Associate Secretary General.

She was born in 1970 in Aliwal North, and joined the 
Holy Cross Sisters in 1989. She made her First Profession 
in 1994 and her Final Vows in 2000. She obtained her BTH 
degree from UNISA in 2006 and BTH Honours through 
the University of KwaZulu Natal in 2011. 

She has worked in various Diocesan posts and in the 
SACBC Department for Christian Formation, Liturgy and 
Culture.

Sr Phuthunywa said that she is under no illusions 
about the responsibility she is being charged with. She 
is appreciative of the trust placed in her by Church 
Leadership and the Holy Cross Congregation and she will 
give her best in the service of God and the Church.
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From 
the 

BOOK

PARenTInG
My son Zachary, 4, came screaming out of 

the bathroom to tell me he’d dropped his tooth-
brush in the toilet. So I fished it out and threw 
it in the garbage. Zachary stood there thinking 
for a moment, then ran to my bathroom and 
came out with my toothbrush. He held it up and 
said with a charming little smile, “We better 
throw this one out too then, ‘cause it fell in the 
toilet a few days ago.”

A woman was trying hard to get the tomato 
sauce to come out of the bottle. During her struggle 
the phone rang so she asked her 4-year-old daugh-
ter to answer the phone. “It’s Father, Mommy,” the 
child said to her mother. To which she replied, “Tell 
him mommy can’t come to the phone to talk to 
him right now. She’s hitting the bottle.”

A little boy got lost at the local gym and 
found himself in the women’s locker room. 
When he was spotted, the room burst into 
shrieks, with ladies grabbing towels and run-
ning for cover. The little boy watched in amaze-
ment and then asked, “What’s the matter 
– haven’t you ever seen a little boy before?”

THe elDeRlY
While working for an organization that 

delivers lunches to elderly shut-ins, I used to 
take my 4-year-old daughter on my afternoon 
rounds. She was unfailingly intrigued by 
the various appliances of old age, particularly 
the canes, walkers and wheelchairs. One day 
I found her staring at a pair of false teeth 
soaking in a glass. As I braced myself for the 
inevitable barrage of questions, she merely 
turned and whispered, “The tooth fairy will 
never believe this!”

DeATH
While walking along the sidewalk in front 

of his church, an Anglican priest heard the 
intoning of a prayer that nearly made his 
collar wilt. Apparently, his 5-year-old son 
and his playmates had found a dead robin. 
Feeling that proper burial should be per-
formed, they had secured a small box and cot-
ton batting, then dug a hole and made ready 
for the disposal of the deceased. The minister’s 
son was chosen to say the appropriate prayers 
and with sonorous dignity intoned his ver-
sion of what he thought his father always 
said: “Glory be unto the Faaaather, and unto 
the Sonnn and into the hole he gooooes.”

SCHOOl
A little girl had just finished her first week 

of school. “I’m just wasting my time,” she said 
to her mother. “I can’t read, I can’t write and 
they won’t let me talk!”

On the first day of school, a first-grader 
handed his teacher a note from his mother. The 
note read, “The opinions expressed by this child 
are not necessarily those of his parents.”

THe BIBle
A little boy opened the big family Bible. He 

was fascinated as he fingered through the old 
pages. Suddenly, something fell out of the 
Bible. He picked up the object and looked at 
it. What he saw was an old leaf that had been 
pressed in between the pages. “Mama, look what 
I found”, the boy called out. ”What have you got 
there, dear?” With astonishment in the young 
boy’s voice, he answered, “I think it’s Adam’s 
underwear.”

In this passage Jesus fleshes 
out what “thou shall not kill 
means”. We have trained 
ourselves to look at the ten 
commandments in avoidance 
mode – avoiding wrongdoing 
but ending up neutral. But 
Christianity is not a religion 
of neutrality. We do not sim-
ply avoid evil – we actively do 
good. There is a positive side 
of every commandment and 
here I will examine three. 

1) “Thou shall not kill” sim-
ply implies that we ought 
to promote life and the 
values of life, remembering 
that Jesus came so that we 
may have life and have it to 
the full (John 10:10). During 
the pandemic for example, 
we are called to embrace 
a behaviour change and to 
become more aware of the 
neighbour. Practices such as 
wearing the mask, social dis-
tancing and hand sanitizing 
can become acts of love and 
not mere restrictions. When 
seen in that way we imbue 
our sacrifices with meaning 
and these small acts of con-
sideration for others become 
easier to bear.

2) That we should not steal 
implies that we ought to give 
to others – not simply take 
from them. More than that, 
we need to give to the poor 
what is their rightful due, 
viz. the spare clothes we like 
to hold on to and the extra 
loaves in our cupboards (cf. 
the teachings of St John 
Chrysostom and St Basil the 
Great). It would appear that 
the social dimensions of the 
gospels are our best kept 
secrets. That we should not 
steal also means that we 

ought to pay just wages and 
pay it promptly. This is true 
of all great religious tradi-
tions. The Hadith, for exam-
ple, encourages us to pay the 
worker “before the sweat on 
his brow dries”.

3) The command not to 
commit adultery also means 
that we ought to promote 
the values of marriage and of 
family life. Simply saying that 
I have kept myself on the 
straight and narrow is not 
enough – I have to actively 
promote the values of mar-
riage and family life; my own 
and those of the commu-
nity. It also means that those 
families whose well being is 
threatened are duty bound 
to seek help and to do so 
before it is too late. All of 
us need to actively commit 
to promoting marriage and 
family life.

Similarly with all the com-
mandments – they are not 
simply lists of forbidden fruit. 
They are positive teachings 
to help us reflect the plan of 
the Creator.

prayer: God of all creation 
– you have given us your 
commandments so as to help 
us exist in harmony with the 
neighbour and with the ecol-
ogy. Help us to become more 
caring so that the world 
could be filled with your val-
ues through our behaviour. 
We ask this through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

Bp Sylvester david oMi
vg: archdiocese of cape 
town

“For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 
scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven. “You have heard that it was said to those of ancient 
times, ‘You shall not murder’; and ‘whoever murders shall 
be liable to judgment.’ But I say to you that if you are angry 
with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment; and 
if you insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to the 
council; and if you say, ‘You fool,’ you will be liable to the 
hell of fire. So when you are offering your gift at the altar, 
if you remember that your brother or sister has something 
against you, leave your gift there before the altar and 
go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then 
come and offer your gift. Come to terms quickly with your 
accuser while you are on the way to court with him, or your 
accuser may hand you over to the judge, and the judge to 
the guard, and you will be thrown into prison.” Matthew 
5:20-26 (NRSV text).

The St Kizito School Uniform Drive is, 
without doubt, the most exhausting but 
most rewarding drive we have. You might 
ask why exhausting? There’s the endless 
hours of collating templates and creating 
categories of girls, boys and sizes; then 
there’s the purchasing of all the shoes and 
socks and trips to different stores. Not to 
mention the, at times, endless f lights of 
stairs up which everything needs to be car-
ried for sorting and then taken down for 
delivery! BUT this is all forgotten when 
you witness a smile that spreads from ear 
to ear when a child receives a new pair of 
shoes. It stays with you for days.

This drive was created a few years back, 
when we noticed that a number of children 
helped by St Kizito Children’s Programme 

did not have the necessary school uniform 
items required to attend school. As a 
result, many of the children were reluctant 
to go to school and this increased the risk 
of them not completing their schooling.  
Unfortunately, the funding we secured is 
not sufficient to cover full uniforms but we 
identified that school shoes were the most 
expensive item needed year to year. In dire 
circumstances, we do endeavour to provide 
other school uniform items. And so our 
School Uniform Drive was born!

We are so happy to report that we were 
able to provide all our groups with the 
school shoes that they requested. In total 
we helped 310 children with school shoes 
and socks. These items were delivered 
to our various parish groups. Covid 19 

regulations unfortunately meant that we 
had to change our method of delivery to 
our beneficiaries. Despite this, delivery 
went smoothly and our members ensured 
that the necessary Covid 19 regulations 
were in place. 

Thank you to each and everyone who 
donated in some way to this incred-
ibly rewarding accomplishment. A spe-
cial thanks to the parishes of Contantia, 
Fish Hoek, Lansdowne and Rondebosch, 
the SACBC Lenten Appeal, the Holy 
Childhood Fund, the Mayor’s Fund and 
Ackermans, who made a significant con-
tribution to our drive. Thank you for 
helping us to build stronger communities. 
We could not do our work without your 
support.

There’s nothing more satifying than a new pair of shoes! Proud owners displaying their new footware.

School uniform Drive brings great joy

And on a much lighter note...

Out of the mouths of babes...
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Theology 
Today

Mgr Andrew Borello

During the Easter season (which 
we are fast approaching) we 
celebrate the victory of Jesus 
over sin and death. We cel-
ebrate the fact that he has rec-
onciled every person to God 
and established that reconcilia-
tion among all peoples. Having 
achieved this, as an objective 
reality, it is for each of us to live 
this reconciliation with God and 
with one another. 

In order to achieve this, we 
need to be able to face the 
reality of our lives. This is not 
always easy for us to do, espe-
cially when the reality of our 
lives is less than perfect. But it 
is precisely in facing this reality 
that we begin to experience the 
love and mercy of God calling us 
to be reconciled. Because of the 
weakness of our humanity, we 
fall short of the perfection and 
holiness that we are called to 
live. Again and again we need to 
confront our weakness and sin 
and to seek reconciliation with 
God and with those against 
whom we have sinned.

There is a serious loss of the 
sense of sin in our modern 
world and this leaves many 
people with the idea that there 
is no sin. This prevents many 
from experiencing the mercy 
and love of God. As members 
of the Body of Christ, we are not 
immune to this contemporary 
trend. There is a worrying pat-
tern of diminished use of the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
Perhaps it is also a symptom 
of the overall lack of personal 
responsibility that exists in our 
world. When we sin, we have to 
take responsibility for that sin 
and the need to be reconciled 
with God and with one another. 

When we take responsibility 
for our sins, we do so not to 
wallow in our guilt, but to do 
something about them. We can 
easily feel that we are condi-
tioned by sin and cannot ever 
go beyond our sin. This would 
be to deny the power of God to 
change us through the experi-
ence of the reconciliation which 
comes from him when we open 
ourselves to him. It is for us to 
believe that in the victory of 
Jesus we can increasingly grow 
beyond our sins. The problem 
may well be that we feel that 
we have to do it all and simply 
are not willing to give God a 
chance to exercise his grace in 
us. 

Equally we have to be ready to 
embrace both his forgiveness 
and the grace of conversion. 
That means leaving our sin in 
the past and not dragging it into 
our future when he has forgiven 
us. It is a question of letting go 
and not holding onto it as if we 
could not be or have not been 
reconciled. This reduces God to 
our level and imposes on him 
our weaknesses. We make God 
really small instead of embrac-
ing his greatness and the enor-
mity of his love for us. When we 
do encounter him and his love, 
we discover a freedom and joy 
that the world cannot give us. 
Why would we want to deny 
this experience for ourselves?  
Perhaps because it would call 
us to really deal with our lives 
and our relationship with God 
rather than just playing games 
with him. When can let go our 
need to be in control of our 
lives, we will begin to touch 
something of the greatness that 
God desires for us.

The Society of St Vincent de Paul 
(SVP) once again stepped up to the 
plate to provide much needed support 
to the elderly, homeless and needy 
around the Archdiocese of Cape 
Town during the Christmas Season 
and January.

Through its members and its 45 con-
ferences it reached out to every corner 
of the Western Cape. Their mission 
was to ensure that as many needy 
persons as possible received some 
Christmas cheer during the holidays.

Fortunately it was well supported by 
its donors and our generous parishion-
ers and friends, with the result that it 
could achieve its objective and will 
be able to resume that support going 
forward.

In Durbanville, the Bags of Love 
Campaign was a huge success and a 
total of 220 bags were distributed.
Furthermore, they supported 30 soup 
kitchens in their area and provided 
food parcels to them.

In Tableview, the Church of the 
Resurrection held a Christmas party 
at a crèche in Atlantis for 142 children. 
100 needy families from Melkbos, 
Rugby, Du Noon and Tableview also 
received food parcels.

In Atlantis, St John the Baptist 
Church received and distributed 1100 
party packs from Rotary Atlantis. 
They also handed out 55 Christmas 
hampers to the seniors and supported 
11 feeding schemes in their area.

Maitland reported that “On 
Wednesday 23rd December we jour-
neyed to 6th Avenue informal settle-
ment and distributed Christmas ham-
pers to 145 families. On Thursday 
24th we also distributed Christmas 
lunch packages to families in Garden 
Village, Brooklyn, Maitland, 
Factreton East, the settlement behind 
Wingfield Air Base and Kensington. 
On Christmas Day we provided 
1470 people with a Christmas lunch. 
Praised be to God.”

In Bothasig, 32 Christmas parcels 

SVP brings Christmas cheer to the needy

VARIOuS PICS: St Stephen’s 
Rocklands SVP at work in 
their community; and St 

Mary’s SVP and Br Klaus feed-
ing the homeless at the Hope 

exchange in Cape Town. 
Approx 1000 homeless persons  

were fed over the two days.

were handed out and 72 beneficiar-
ies were assisted. In Factreton, 43 
food parcels were distributed and 611 
persons assisted.

In Bonteheuwel the conference also 
ran a Buckets of Love Campaign and 
106 families received a bucket on the 
24th December, according to Fr Peter 
Ziegler who said that “Not only was 
this exercise aimed at providing those 
in need with food but it also granted 
the local St Vincent de Paul Society 
and friends the opportunity to pool 
their resources (time and talents) and 
hopefully grow from having engaged 
in this activity of being servant to 
those in need.”

St Mary’s in Cape Town assisted 
with the distribution of 75 food par-
cels to refugees and homeless persons 

via Fr William Ngwalo Bengo CS and 
10 parcels were given to Fr Gerardo 
Garcia CS at Holy Cross, District Six 
during December.

In January they served meals to 
500 homeless persons for two days as 
part of the Hope Exchange Project 
of #Feed5000 Project. The members 
that took part were humbled and felt 
a deep sense of gratification to be able 
to carry out their mission in this way 
of serving God. 

The West coast area of Graafwater 
and Lambert’s Bay received 65 
Christmas hampers for their needy, 
arranged via Pick n Pay, which were 
gratefully received by Fr Huelerd 
Raman OSFS.

In the Overberg region we are assist-
ing in Hermanus, Kleinvlei, Somerset 
West and Stellenbosch . 

In the Northern Suburbs we serve the 
parishes of Bellville South, Elsie’s River, 
Matroosfontein, Lavistown and Delft.

In Mitchell’s Plain we have confer-
ences at St John Bosco, Tafelsig, St 
Mary Magdalene, St Stephen’s and St 
Phillip’s, Strandfontein. 

In the Southern Suburbs we have 
three conferences in the parish of 
Grassy Park, namely St Clement’s, 
Queen of Peace and St Gerard’s, 
Parkwood.

In this area we are also served by St 
Anne’s Steenberg, St Mary’s Retreat, 
Holy Redeemer Bergvliet, St James 
and St Dominic’s, Wynberg. 

In the Cape Point Region we are 
served by St Norbert’s Kommetjie 
and Ocean View and in Hout Bay by 
St Anthony’s.

In Cape Town and surrounds we are 
represented by Sacred Heart Green 
Point, St Agnes Woodstock, St Mary’s 
Cathedral, St Michaels Rondebosch, 
Christ the King Pinelands and St 
Patrick’s Mowbray.

On the Cape Flats our mem-
bers do duty at the parishes of 
Bonteheuwel, St Charles Lwanga, 
Nyanga, Manenberg, Hanover Park, 
Belgravia, Athlone and Lansdowne.

Each conference delivered parcels 
every month of the pandemic and 
during the Christmas season.

The Society plays a vital role in 
communities through its works of 
charity, not only by means of provid-
ing food parcels but by the relief 
support it gives of visiting the elderly, 
the sick and the needy; by providing a 
lift to the hospital, the church; or by 
finding employment through its skills 
training initiatives.

The homeless and job seekers are 
being fed on the road and clothing is 
provided for them.

The motto of the Society is: ‘‘No 
act of charity must be foreign to the 
Vincentian.”

All work is done voluntarily by the 
members and we rely on fundrais-
ing, sponsorships and donors for our 
income towards our projects.

Therefore if you would like to sup-
port us or know more about us please 
feel free to contact us on 081 415 4135 
or 021 697 7126.

Achmat Satardien
SVP President, Cape Town

distributed.Furthermore
distributed.Furthermore
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Guest House & 
Conference Facility

KOLPING 

Situated in a tranquil garden setting in the centre of Durbanville, 
with pool and braai facilities, we offer both tastefully deco-
rated Bed and Breakfast rooms and Self-Catering units, as 
well as a full English breakfast and dinner by arrangement. 

Conference facilities, wheelchair facilities, within walking 
distance of shops, restaurants, banks and close proximity to 
Catholic Church, tennis courts, golf course and wine route. 

We would like to be your                            
home away from home

CONTACT
Sandy De Villiers

7 Biccard Street Durbanville 7550

Tel +27 21 970 2900. 

Fax +27 21 976 9839

E-mail: info@kolpingguesthouse.co.za

www.kolpingguesthouse.co.za

The Father’s only Son
A short story by Fr Ralph de Hahn

Sergeant Dickson stood motion-
less for at least a minute before a 
strong, heavy teak door. He knocked 
gently. The door opened quietly and 
before the young soldier stood a 
towering figure of a true gentleman, 
immaculately clothed in a rich vel-
vet gown. The young sergeant came 
to attention and saluted.

“Sergeant Dickson, sir… I have an 
appointment with General Richard 
Dallas.”

“Thank you for coming, sergeant. 
I was expecting some officer from 
my son’s regiment… please step 
inside.” The two men shook hands 
very firmly.

“General I have come on behalf 
of the 23rd regiment to sympathize 
with…”

“I know, and I understand… and 
I thank you for coming. You and 
my son, Neil, were close buddies I 
hear; he spoke about you. Is it Sgt 
Dickson?”

‘Yes sir, Sgt Timothy Dickson… I 
loved your boy, I believe he is your 
only son, and I truly am sorry for 
your loss, sir… deeply sorry.”

“Thank you for coming, Tim… truly 
appreciated. Yes, my only son – and 
he had to die away from home in a 
cruel useless war.”

“But sir, that’s not the whole story 
that you received from the War 
Office; oh no. I was witness to his 
death. General your son Neil died a 
hero; he died saving my life; he died 
in my arms.” 

Richard Dallas showed a radiant 
countenance, his eyes widened 
“Come Tim, tell me all about it… 
why a hero?” Sgt Tim Dickson then 
related the entire episode. While 
the battle was raging, Tim was 
wounded in both his legs; he was 
unable to retreat with his platoon. 
Corporal Neil Dallas came back to 
drag Tim to safety, and it was then 
that Neil was shot through the head 
by the enemy. Two hours later the 
wounded Tim and the body of his 
friend Neil were dragged to safety. 
Tears accompanied Tim’s story.

“Were there any… last words, 
maybe? asked the dad.

“Yes sir, he whispered something 

like ‘forgive them Father, for they 
know not…’ then he died. Silence.

Tim then exposed a package from 
his sack and handed it gently to 
Neil’s dad. “Please sir, accept this 
gift in remembrance of your hero 
son, my buddy Neil.”

Surprise and delight lit up the 
general’s face as he opened the 
package and held in his hands a 
rough portrait – a painting of the 
smiling face of his only son, Neil.

“This is a beautiful and very mean-
ingful gift, Tim. Thank you… my only 
son, a hero. Are you the artist of this 
painting?”

Sgt Tim humbly replied that he 
was and added that it was a great 
pleasure.

“Well done, young man, well… it’s 
a very wonderful likeness. Again, 
thank you. You know of course of 
the Master Paintings Neil and I have 
admired over the years?” 

“I do, sir, he very often talked 
about his very special art collection, 
and I was hoping someday…”

“Of course, Sergeant, you are 
most welcome to join me. Come 
along and view copies of the great-
est paintings ever exhibited.”

The two men then passed through 
the lounge, along the wide pas-
sage into the gallery of the Masters 
which harboured those colourful 
paintings exhibited all around the 
wall of a well-lit parlour.

Sgt Tim stood motionless for a full 
minute “Breathtaking! Remarkable! 
Beautiful beyond words! And this 
is what your son Neil was boasting 
about, wow!”

“Yes, Tim, he and I spent many a 
night together in silent admiration 
and even healthy contemplation.

Excuse me asking but do you know 
some of these artists?”

Tim was a little humbled to 
acknowledge that he knew very few 
of them.

The proud father pointed out 
the paintings of the early Masters 
like Donatello, Sandro Botticelli, 
Buonarroti, Da Vinci, and El Greco; 
and then moved to the more recent 
Masters like Camille Pissarro, Edgar 
Degas, Paul Cezanne, Oscar Monet, 

Van Gogh and Salvador Dali.
All this was an awakening, a 

brilliant revelation for the young 
soldier. “And I will place my son’s 
portrait – your gift to us – right here 
among the Masters.” And that is 
exactly what the elderly general did, 
and proudly so!

Time passed on, and the estate 
was visited by many merchants and 
interested artists from a variety of 
countries. On the death of gen-
eral Richard Dallas there was to be 
an art auction at the Estate, and 
naturally, hungry investors and art-
ists gathered to make their bidding. 
Astonishingly, the very first item 
up for bid was the portrait of the 
son, Neil Dallas. There was no bid. 
The auctioneer came down from 
$300 to $200 to $100. The crowds 
were annoyed: they cried out for 
the Masters.

After an angry silence a voice was 
heard. “I will take it for $10, it is all 
I have!” It was the gardener, Matty, 
who had served the estate for 23 
years and just loved the son.

“Give it to him… Let’s get on with 
the REAL art.” So came the clamour-
ing of the art lovers. The hammer 
came down! “Sold for $10 to that 
gentleman in the rear.” The crowd 
applauded and laughed aloud. ”Now 
let’s get on with it” they cried. 

But the auctioneer put down his 
gavel and said. “Sorry, the auction 
is over. According to the will of 
General Dallas, whoever bought this 
painting of his son would inherit the 
estate, including the full art collec-
tion… and that is final!”

When the disappointed angry 
crowd dispersed, the auctioneer 
handed Matty, the gardener, a let-
ter from the Father. He tearfully 
opened it and read “He who now 
possesses the Son, will also possess 
the treasures of the Kingdom!”

Rediscover the beauty and inspiration of the Cape 
at the 

 

CHRISTIAN BROTHERS CENTRE, STELLENBOSCH 

for conferences, retreats, & workshops 

 
We offer affordable, versatile & comfortable facilities  

(Uncapped Wifi available around most of the property) 
 

  Adult and Youth Accommodation:   

 26 adult en-suite bedrooms with 2 beds in each, for Single and 
Shared accommodation - self-catering options in bedrooms. 

 Youth Centre - two dormitories with bunk-beds for 24 + 28 young 
people respectively; with supervisors’ en-suit rooms in each dorm. 
Includes activity/meeting rooms, fully equipped self catering kitchen 
& dining facilities.  

 self-catering facilities – or outsourced catering can be arranged.  

  Conferencing, Catering and meeting spaces:  

 Conference, meeting and breakway rooms for groups of about 12 - 
60   people (subject to Covid-19 regulations).  

 Self catering kitchen and dining for groups. 

  Spaces for prayer, reflection, and meditation: 

 Chapel, meditation room, and outdoor reflection spaces. 
 Spacious grounds, braai and youth outdoor facilities. 
 
 

For rates and other information, visit our website at www.cbcentre.co.za 
T: 021-880-0242 / E: cbcstel@gmail.com / Fb: Christian Brothers Centre 

 

Street address The Grimley, 14 Tuin Plein (off Hope Street) Cape Town

Visit our new ONLINE SHOP at 

https://www.catholicbookshop.co.za

For all your Catholic reading, gifts, repository items.
Chalices, pyxes, candles, incense and charcoal, and more.

Join our email mailing list for news of new stock.

P O Box 379
Cape Town 8000
Tel 021 465 5904

sales@catholicbookshop.co.za
WhatsApp: 063 222 2724

Ma Florence Arendse of Holy 
Family, Manenberg celebrated 
her 100th birthday on the 6th 
February 2021. She was the 
Sacristan at the church until her 
retirement a few years ago. She 
received the papal award for 50 
years service in the Church. Well 
done and God bless Ma Arendse!

HAPPY 100TH 
BIRTHDAY!

mailto:info@kolpingguesthouse.co.za
www.kolpingguesthouse.co.za
https://www.catholicbookshop.co.za
mailto:sales@catholicbookshop.co.za
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For information about St Joseph’s Home you can phone +27 21 934 0352, email resourcedevelopment@stjosephshome.org.za, 
visit our website www.stjosephshome.org.za or our Facebook page www.FaceBook.com/stjosephshome

We wish Sr Adolphina well on her 6-week visit to her hometown of 
Singida where she will be spending time with her family and friends.

You might have seen our lenTen  APPeAl kicking off in February 
on various online platforms and community newspapers. We are aim-
ing to raise funds for rehabilitation therapies that enable our medi-
cally fragile children to recover and heal. Paediatric occupational-, 
speech- and physiotherapy offers children with neurological condi-
tions the chance to develop skills to maximise their independence and 
improve and maintain quality of life.

Most of the children in our care come from poverty 
stricken homes where clean water, electricity, sanitation 
and food are in short supply. Children are encouraged 
to go home during the school holidays and spend time 
with their families. This however means that there is an 
extra mouth to feed in a household already burdened by 

poverty. Soroptomist kindly donated food vouchers to 
enable parents to provide nutritious food to their ill child 
over the festive season.

Below are pictures of parents happily 
receiving Shoprite vouchers.

Soroptomist donates food vouchers 
to parents in need

ST JOSePH’S GRATeFul FOR COVID-19 VACCIneS
BelOW: The staff of St Joseph’s was blessed to receive the vaccine as part of the Department of Health’s 
Sisonke programme to protect healthcare workers. With peace of mind we can continue caring for our 
children. 

PlAY PARK: WATCH THIS SPACe
The children are very excited to finally play in the new play park! On 
the 19th of March we will be celebrating the unveiling of the space. 
Brainchild of our former director Thea Patterson, it has undergone a 
transformation that offers more accessibility and additional stimulat-
ing features. We are keen to see the children explore and enjoy it. 
Above is a sneak peek of one section of the park.

Welcome to
Fr luigi
leFT: Management and 
staff welcome Father luigi 
Benigni, the new Chaplain 
of St Joseph’s and the 
Parochial  Administrator of 
the parish of Gugulethu.

mailto:resourcedevelopment@stjosephshome.org.za
www.stjosephshome.org.za
https://www.facebook.com/stjosephshome

