
Greetings to all Catholics in the Archdiocese of Cape Town, 

 

As we draw near the end of the Laudato Si Week 2021 being the 6th Anniversary of the Laudato Si 

Encyclical, we would like to share the incredible moment with you. All are recorded events that you 

will be able to sit back, enjoy and see the path being laid out for us to follow by Pope Francis.   

There have been incredible Dialogues and Webinars involving people from all over the world from 

extremely diverse backgrounds to sit around the table together and two had South African 

Representation.  

 

CRITICAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHANGE 

The first prominent events with a 

South African presence was in the 

“Critical Opportunities in 2021 to 

create change: call for an integral 

path” where  Ditebogo Lebea from 

Limpopo, Youth Programme Leader at 

the South African Institute of 

International Affairs and currently 

studying her PGDip at the 

Sustainability Institute in Stellenbosch gave an excellent account on her experience of the Climate 

Crisis in her life.  Although not even a Catholic, she is ready to help the Church lead the way.  “The 

Lord’s Creation is not for sale” she said, “Let’s act now and act together”.   

https://youtu.be/uDxeC13iQSo
https://youtu.be/uDxeC13iQSo
https://youtu.be/uDxeC13iQSo


DIVESTMENT FROM THE FOSSIL FUEL INDUSTRY  

In the Dialogue on Wednesday 19 

May 2021, cardinals, Vatican 

priests, bishops, authors, and 

organizational leaders around the 

world including Reabetswe 

Tlotbatla from the Denis Hurley 

Peace Institute at the SACBC spoke 

to the power of the faith-based 

divestment movement. The 

moderator of this dialogue Lindlyn 

Moma also lives in Joburg. 

They shared how Catholics have a physical, moral, and theological imperative to divest from fossil 

fuels, and how all of us are called to bring up divestment to Church leaders everywhere.   

Why it matters: 

Not only is divestment the right thing to do, but it’s also working! Ten years ago, Exxon was the 

biggest company on Earth. But now it’s “besieged and embattled because of the work people have 

done on many fronts, but divestment being a really important one,” 350.org co-founder Bill 

McKibben said. 

Where we go from here: 

Cardinal Jean-Claude Hollerich laid out the next steps in clear terms. Bishops are very busy people, 

he said. But they pay attention to topics that people keep mentioning. “So write to your bishop. Tell 

them about it.”  In South Africa It is difficult to disinvest immediately as many of the country’s 

population rely on fossil fuel for their lives.   A just and deep energy transition is of imperative 

importance in many countries and South Africa is one of them.  There are over 100 000 people who 

are employed in the production of fossil fuel energy so the process is slow and there is fear that 

people will be left behind – unemployed and trapped in poverty.   

Fortunately, there are processes towards a rapid, just and deep energy transition and there is a 

growing group of diverse communities attempting to work with Eskom and the DMRE to involve, 

support and protect the communities who rely on the fossil fuel industry.  One is the Green New 

Eskom initiative that is being developed through the Climate Justice Coalition which has emerged 

from 350.org. The Archdiocese is represented as Faith Based partners in the coalition. A launch of a 

Green New Eskom booklet is happening to implement education, lobbying, policy assessment, and 

https://youtu.be/1KsYhbJzZiA
https://youtu.be/1KsYhbJzZiA
:%20https:/bit.ly/GNEWebinar


advocacy and action. “Transforming Africa’s Biggest Polluter.”  Loadshedding is back in South Africa - 

and once again we are reminded of the urgent need to transform Eskom  

 

The Dialogue on Education, Sowing Hope for the Planet / Creation Care Prayer Network and 

wonderful local presentations like Our World a Family of Families   a Care for Creation Rosary and 

more can all be found on the  Laudato Si Week website  or join the Ecological Conversion 

Facebook group where I will keep you updated on all events, news and any related action. 

 

The events for Pentecost Sunday and the major launch of the Laudato Si Action Platform (LSAP) by 

Cardinal Peter Turkson on Tuesday 25th May at 11:00 will be promoted over this weekend. Please 

contact me directly for any information regarding Laudato Si Week or the LSAP. 

 

Yours in the one who came to proclaim the Good News, Jesus Christ, 

Bernadette (Berni) Crewe-Brown 
Laudato Si Representative  
Justice and Peace Commission  
Archdiocese Cape Town 
0828555582 
Bcb.laudatosi@gmail.com 

 

https://youtu.be/KFnFqhB8ENA
https://youtu.be/KFnFqhB8ENA
https://laudatosiweek.org/events/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/215687699740227
https://www.youtube.com/c/GlobalCatholicClimateMovement/
https://www.youtube.com/c/GlobalCatholicClimateMovement/

