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Since long before the City of Cape 
Town Municipality existed, proper-
ties owned by the Catholic Church 
were exempt from rates in recognition 
of the work that the Catholic Church, 
and other religious organisations, do 
to serve the people of this city and 
this country.

Up until at least 2008, the City did 
not require that we annually prove 
our properties are still being used for 
religious purposes. By 2011 the City 
began to periodically require us (and 
presumably all religious organisations) 
to prove that properties owned by 
them are still used for religious pur-
poses. Initially a notifcation was (or 
was supposed to be) sent to the owners 
requesting this.

In 2019 the City changed the man-
ner of dealing with religious proper-
ties by creating the Rating Category 
Place of Worship but at the same 
time removed offices, parking, halls, 
accommodation for missionaries, 
camping sites and cemeteries from 
inclusion in the rates rebate.

Then in 2020 the City removed the 

category Place of Worship and started 
charging rates (and arrears) on vari-
ous church properties. Many church 
properties have been categorised as 
Business and Commercial as per the 
City’s 2020/2021 Rates Policy, but 
some have been categorised Multi-
Purpose and differential rates (and 
arrears) are being charged on different 
buildings on the same property.

The local councillors are involved in 
this process of approving the annual 
budget, including any changes to the 
rates policy. It is our desire that you 
engage with them in order to make 
them aware of these changes and of 
the unhappiness of their constituents 
with the practices of the City with 
regards to religious organisations.

Please remind them that most 
places of worship, run by religious 
organisations, rely on donations by 
their members (who are usually City 
ratepayers for their homes and other 
properties within the City) to cover 
their expenses. The City is, in effect, 
double-rating its residents if they 
own a home, or other property, and 

also belong to a religious organisa-
tion. Donations received by religious 
organisations are often spent on pov-
erty alleviation and social upliftment. 
The reality is that religious groups 
within the City of Cape Town play a 
fundamental role in poverty allevia-
tion and upliftment of the marginal-
ised. Sadly, the rating of legitimate 
religious entities will have a direct 
impact on the poorest in our cities, as 
rates will have to come from what we 
should have spent on charity.

It is perfectly reasonable to charge 
rates on properties owned by religious 
organisations that are NOT being 
used to further their work. We also 
understand and accept that these rules 
are in place to prevent and respond to 
the abuse of the religious exemption, 
but we have never done so, but have 
been providing both religious and 
social services to the people of this 
city and this country for more than 
200 years.

Lastly, please keep the property 
office informed of any changes to 
your municipal bills so that we can 

engage with the City on your behalf, 
in particularly

- Change of category or value
- Any charging of rates
The City has also recently intro-

duced a debt-relief scheme for arrears, 
so please inform us if you have any 

outstanding accounts, so we can see if 
your parish qualifes for this.

Fr Charles Prince 
Vicar for Property
Archdiocese of Cape Town
Tel: 021 462 2417 (Tue-Fri)
Email: property@adct.org.za

St Mary’s Cathedral and Bishop’s House in the 1860s. Since long before 
the City of Cape Town Municipality existed, all properties owned by 
the Catholic Church were exempt from rates. 

Churches dispute City of Cape Town’s Rates Policy
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160 page resource book on the 
Catholic Church in Cape Town

 parish details
 sunday mass times
 catholic schools
 clergy contact details 
 institutions and 
 programmes
 hospital, immigrant, prison  
 and university chaplaincies
 religious orders and 
 congregations
 archdiocesan administration
 anniversaries of deceased  
 clergy
 liturgical calendar
 ... and much more!

Available from:
The Catholic Bookshop, tel 021 465 5904
The Salesian Repository, tel 021 419 9980

R55 a copy
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Recently there have been rumours 
in various sections of our com-
munity of the possibility of 

xenophobic attacks once the World 
Cup is over. Immediately after such a 
successful hosting of the World Cup, 
where South Africans demonstrated 
to the world and to each other what 
can be achieved when we all work 
together, we call on the Government, 
employers and citizens to listen with 
renewed vigour to these voices express-
ing legitimate grievance, and act for 
our common good.

We, the Catholic Bishops of Southern 
Africa, join our voices to those of South 
Africans everywhere, asking that those 
tempted to violence for whatever reason 
find other means of expressing their 
grievances. We call on government and 
communities at all levels to confront 
the issue of violence in a proactive and 
productive manner that will make for 
peace and tolerance. Let us all use the 
goodwill shown during the World Cup 
to build a better country.

South Africa, as a whole, needs to 
find positive and constructive ways to 
raise and debate issues as one commu-
nity. Catholic Social Teaching encour-
ages the right and responsibility of all 
sections of a community, including the 
poorest, to find a voice in the public 
domain in order to express their legiti-
mate needs and grievances.

Rumours and assertions must be 
tested. We cannot allow the rumours 
to become fact.

Many of the targets of previous 
xenophobic attacks have been “foreign-
ers”, people from other countries now 

living legally in South Africa. It is 
commonly said that these people take 
away the jobs of South Africans and 
that they bring criminal behaviour into 
the country.

Current evidence suggests that the 
foreign-born are no more likely to be 
involved in crime as any other part of 
the population and that they are gener-
ally more likely to create employment 
opportunities rather than take away 
employment.

It is also misleading to assert that 
the cause of xenophobia is a hatred of 
foreign-born persons living in South 
Africa. In the past, violence against 
foreign communities in the name of 
protests against poor service delivery 
suggests that we must be vigilant and 
work harder to improve the lot of the 
poorest of South African residents.

Catholic Social Teaching has pro-
vided criteria that must be met for peo-
ple to move between countries, both to 
improve their own opportunities, and 
when they are forced by the situation 
in their own country to flee.

It is incumbent on our government to 
manage the legal f low of people in and 
out of the country. Proper management 
will ensure that legitimate migrants are 
provided with proper documentation 
and the ability to settle peacefully into 
the South African community, having 
gone through the proper application 
processes.

It is equally proper that our gov-
ernment, as part of its international 
responsibilities, open our borders to 
those who are f leeing persecution and 
the breakdown of the economy of their 

own countries through no fault of their 
own. South Africa’s own recent history 
clearly demonstrates how such move-
ment can be of long-term benefit to all 
the countries and people involved.

Our Police Service has demonstrated 
a gratifying professionalism and dedi-
cation during the World Cup. We call 
on authorities such as the Police Service 
and local government to remove any 
vestige of the culture of impunity that 
sometimes developed in the past around 
crimes associated with xenophobic vio-
lence. Violence against foreigners and 
their businesses should not be seen as a 
tool to elicit local political or economic 
advantage. Rather they should be seen 
for what they are: criminal acts that 
demean and disadvantage us all.

As custodians and teachers of truth 
and human dignity, we pledge the 
support of the Church to build greater 
local integration, tolerance and partici-
pation in public life.

A combination of tolerance from 
our communities and resolute action 
on the part of government can help 
ensure that the positive experiences 
of so many visitors to South Africa in 
recent months can continue to be repli-
cated in our local communities.

Our successful hosting of the World 
Cup has shown a continent and coun-
try united. We are proud of South 
Africa and call on all South Africans 
to take this positive winning attitude 
forward in 2010.

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale
Archbishop of Johannesburg
President of the Southern African 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference.

SACBC president on rumours of post 
World Cup xenophobia and violence

Archbishop Stephen Brislin visiting CWD programmes as part of his 
orientation as the new Patron of CWD. He visited educare centres 
(pictured here at Zama Zama), economic development programmes 
like Zanokhanyo, and community development centres to famaliarize 
himself with the vast range of interventions.

Local sporting celebrities recently joined hands with Youth 
Unlimited, a local NGO committed to supporting youth at 
risk, in staging a celebrity soccer match.

The event was hosted by Hartleyvale Stadium, and 
their very own Heart Squad took on Youth Unlimited’s 
Siyaphambili boys’ team in the first match of the day.

This first match showcased the boys’ unwavering team 
spirit, from the intense warm-up session to the impressive 
celebrations after a goal was scored. The match ended 2-2, 
prompting a nail biting penalty shootout. The final penalty 
score was 5-4 to Siyaphambili.

Then it was the girls’ turn. Youth Unlimited’s Ikamva 
girls’ team from Nyanga arrived raring to go, with spirited 
song emanating from their bus. Their opponents were the 
girls from Milano in Grassy Park.

As the game kicked off it soon became clear that these 
young ladies play with as much determination and skill as 
the boys, making for a very enjoyable game. The final score 
was 1-1.

Without a moment to spare, the celebrities then made 
their way onto the field to begin their warm-up session.

Youth Unlimited staff members offered up their soccer 
skills, as well as captaining the home team, while Duncan 
Crowie, the first Cape player to play for Bafana Bafana, 
captained the other team. Other names included Thabo 
Mngomeni (former Bafana midfielder), Jerome McCarthy 
(brother to Benni McCarthy) and Gershawn Coetzee (eTV 
sports presenter).

Before the game got underway, Monde Kapa and his 
camera crew from the eTV soccer lifestyle show, PLAYA, 
filmed an insert for their show. Once he had finished with 

the formalities of filming, he also joined in and played for the 
Youth Unlimited team.

After kick-off, the passion was evident on every player’s 
face. There was a constant buzz of jokes and chatter between 
the players, and good sportsmanship appeared to be respected 
all-round.

At half time, the score was 2-0 in favour of Duncan Crowie’s 
team, but the Youth Unlimited team fought back hard in the 
second half, ultimately winning the game 3-2.

The day was a success on many levels. It is a testament to the 
professional sporting community that so many players offered 
their time and skills to support this event. Plans are already in 
the works for a second celebrity match day in December, with 
the aim to attract international players too.

More important than anything else was the smiles brought 
to the faces of all the children who participated, and the public 
awareness of what Youth Unlimited is all about. 

Jennifer Moss

The Youth Unlimited XI at Hartleyvale Stadium

Local sporting celebrities join hands 
with Youth Unlimited
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This year, in keeping with the Southern African 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference 2016 Pastoral Letter: 
A Call to Overcome Racism and this year’s Lenten 
theme, we are pleased to have Prof. Massingale who 
is an esteemed US scholar engaging particularly with 
issues surrounding Racial Justice and especially the 
response demanded of people of faith in confronting 
racism in all its forms.

Fr Massingale is a priest of the Archdiocese of 
Milwaukee and holds the James and Nancy Buckman 
Chair in Applied Ethics at Fordham University in New 
York, where he is Professor of Theological and Social 
Ethics and is also Senior Ethics Fellow at the Fordham 

Center for Ethics Education.

Winter Living Theology is brought to you by The Jesuit 
Institute South Africa, The Southern African Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference Lenten Appeal (SACBC) and 
Fordham University, New York. The series, now in 
its 12th year, seeks to bring international experts to 
South Africa to lecture on an array of topics relevant 
to the contexts of the South African Church and 
wider South African society.

For more information, or to resister, please go 
to www.jesuitinstitute.org.za/index.php/wlt2018/

Fr Russell Pollitt SJ

Winter Living Theology

This year’s Chrism Mass was held on Holy Thursday at Corpus Christi, Wynberg. The oils blessed at the Mass will be used by priests in the coming year for the celebration of the 
Sacrament of Baptism and the Sacrament of the Sick, and by the bishop for Confirmations and the ordination of priests and deacons

Proudly Celebrating 200 years of CatholiC faith
Archbishop Stephen Brislin, Archbishop of Cape Town and President of the Southern African 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference, invites all the faithful to join him and the bishops of our 
country in celebrating the closing Mass of the bi-centenary of the Catholic faith in Southern 
Africa. This will take place at the Bellville Velodrome on 24 June at 2 pm. Speak to your parish 
priest to get your free ticket. 8000 seats are available (5000 in the Velodrome itself and 3000 
covered seats with live streaming).

ARCHBISHOP BRISLIN WITH HIS TICKET 
TO THE BI-CENTENARY CLOSING MASS

SPECIAL 
MASS

10 JUNE 2018
To symbolise the soli-
darity of faith between 
all of us, all Cathedrals 
and hopefully all par-
ishes across the coun-
try will have a special 
Mass of Thanksgiving 
at 12 noon on this 
day. Bells of churches 
will be rung and the 
bi-centennial candle 
will be lit in each 
Cathedral.

There will be a Mass 
at St Mary’s Cathedral 
at 12 noon, should you 
wish to attend.

By the time of reading this, those 
wanting to attend the closing cel-
ebration of the bi-centenary of 
our faith in Southern Africa, will 
have registered their intent with 
their parish. 

Very soon your parish will receive 
– or have already received – their 
allotted number of tickets from the 
Chancery, which will give all who 
have registered free entrance to 
this special event. Only the holders 
of tickets will be able to gain access 
to the Velodrome on this day – this 
includes all Bishops, Priests, and 

Religious. No ticket – no admission!
All Priests, Deacons, Religious and 

presidents of sodalities and organi-
sations are, of course, invited but 
must get their tickets through their 
local parish. 

To honour their role in build-
ing our local church in Southern 
Africa, a special seating area will be 
reserved for the Religious.

Should you register and receive 
a ticket, and find later that you are 
unable to attend, please inform 
your parish priest who will, in turn, 
find someone  to replace you.

Apart from seating reserved 
for dignitaries and Religious, no 
priorty will be given to who sits 
where. Seating is first come first 
served, so please come early. 
Doors open at 12.30 pm.

The event will be streamed live. 
Please see our website www.adct.
org.za for the link.

No refreshments will be on 
sale – or will be allowed – in the 
Velodrome. Please bring your own 
bottled water, if needed.

Attending this Mass suffices for 
your Sunday obligation.

Celebrating 100 editions of Archdiocesan News100
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Get the Best Organ for your Church
from                     one of the largest organ companies in the world

Vivace Series 20-60

Vivace 30

Electronic Bells
Traditionally handmade

Manual Bells
Brass

from R45 000 from R14 500

The new Vivace is available 
from 20th September 2006.

ORDER OUR CHURCH CONCEPTS 
CATALOGUE TODAY

Vivace 30
w 2 x 61 Note Keyboards with Special 

Tracker Touch.
w 31 Voices (All controls are easily 

accessible via the LCD alphanu-
meric display.)

w 27 Notes Pedalboard

Price: R 39 737.00

There is growing excitement about our first 
Diocesan Synod. This was very evident 
at the second round of deanery meetings 

which took place in May (the first round was 
in October last year). Priests, deacons and three 
representatives from each parish met in each of 
the eight deaneries in our diocese. The Reflection 
Paper, Communio et Missio, was presented to them. 
This booklet contains the six themes that will be 
addressed at the Synod assembly in September. 
Each deanery also elected lay delegates to the 
Synod – one for each parish in the deanery. When 
those elected were presented to the meeting there 
was the sense that YES! THE SYNOD WILL BE 
HAPPENING SOON!!

For those of us on the Preparatory Commission, 
part of the excitement is witnessing many of the lay 
leaders finding their voice in a forum that is wider 
than their own parish. One staunch parishioner 
from Rondebosch was heard to say: “This is the 
first time that I have ever been asked my opinion 
on what is happening in the Church. I feel really 
important that the archbishop actually wants to 
know what I think!” A very emotional delegate 
from one of the Mitchell’s Plain parishes said: “I 
have prayed all my life for the opportunity to be 
able to sit down with Catholics from other areas 
to hear what they are thinking.” “We also have a 

contribution to make!”, exclaimed one of the Synod 
delegates who comes originally from Nigeria.

Of course, the Synod is not the first time that 
lay people from different parishes are getting 
together. The Archdiocesan Pastoral Council has 
been in existence for many years; many lay move-
ments have members in different parishes; and 
catechists and people in different ministries also 
get together. But this gathering is of special sig-
nificance because it is the first time the laity will 
play a role – together with a substantial number 
of priests, deacons and religious brothers and 
sisters – in assisting the archbishop in carrying 
out his ministry of governance of the diocese. The 
Directory on the Pastoral Ministry of Bishops 
mentions several ways in which a Synod can do 
this: “by adapting the laws and norms of the uni-
versal Church to local conditions; by indicating 
the policy and programme of apostolic work in 
the diocese; by resolving difficulties encountered 
in the apostolate and administration; by giving 
impetus to general projects and undertakings; and 
by correcting errors in doctrine and morals if any 
have crept in.” All those who have been invited by 
the archbishop as delegates to the Synod do indeed 
have an awesome responsibility!

The role of the delegates is to “assist” the arch-
bishop in his ministry. Canon Law (#466) tells us 

On 7th June Archbishop Lawrence Henry gath-
ered with a large number of priests to discuss ways 
of helping the people of the archdiocese engage 
with and move forward with the Synod process. 
The meeting also provided a space where ques-
tions and concerns relating to the upcoming Synod 
could be expressed and answered.

The facilitators, Notre Dame Sister Brigid-
Rose Tiernan and Holy Cross Sister Alma Kohler 
started off by exploring the priests’ expectations 
for the day. Some of the expectations included the 
following: that the role of the priests, both del-
egates and non-delegates, in relation to the Synod 
would be clarified; that things that could hamper 
open and free discussion of pressing issues would 
be looked at; and that an atmosphere of openness 
and listening would be created so that a variety of 
voices could be heard.

The facilitators explained that the preparation 
for the Synod has provided an opportunity for 

Growing Excitement about 
our First Diocesan Synod

Venue for the Synod: Springfield Convent School, Wynberg

that: “The diocesan bishop is the sole legislator in 
the diocesan Synod. Other members of the synod 
have only a consultative vote. The diocesan bishop 
alone signs the synodal declarations and decrees, 
and only by his authority may these be published.” 
However, it will only be in very exceptional cir-
cumstances that the bishop would not act on what 
comes out of the Synod.

As the date for the Synod approaches, it is 
incumbent on all of us to pray for it, that all will 

be open to the Holy Spirit’s guidance. Our del-
egates need to prepare well, that they may speak 
the truth and listen to others. The lay delegates 
especially need to be helped to find their voice. As 
Vatican II put it: “They (the laity) are, by reason of 
the knowledge, competence or outstanding ability 
which they may enjoy, permitted and sometimes 
even obliged to express their opinion on those things 
which concern the good of the church.” (Constitution 
on the Church #37). 

Priests Meet in Preparation 
for Synod 2007

Some of priests present at the Synod preparation meeting  

many members of the archdiocese to experience 
communion (e.g. the recent deanery meetings). 
Communion does not mean a denial of differ-
ences of opinion but a particular way of receiving, 
acknowledging and holding them. In the first 
exercise each priest was invited to reflect on: (a) 
the conditions necessary to make the Synod a suc-
cess, and (b) the concerns and related issues stand-
ing in the way of its success. The priests felt that 
it was important that the laity and ordained work 
closely together with each person participating as 
fully as they can; that the priests be enthusiastic 
about the Synod; that an atmosphere of listen-
ing be created; that there be an openness to the 
other and a respect for all; that there be a serious 
commitment to the implementation of the Synod 
resolutions; and that in the run-up to the Synod 
and during the time of the Synod there be intense 
prayer for its success.

 continued on page 2

The Archdiocesan News began in July 1995, first as a humble six page tabloid, then growing to and settling down as a 12 pager a year later. Its aim 
has always been to try to provide a channel of communication and dialogue for the people of the Archdiocese of Cape Town, but also to communicate 
various events, discuss topical issues, provide theological and spiritual input, and ref lect all aspects of the life of our local Church.

We celebrate the Archdiocesan News in this edition. We go for a brief walk down memory lane, trying to capture some important moments – or 
snapshots – in the life of our local Church. Re-live some of those moments here below:
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But what are we doing for our 
youth”?

How often do we hear 
these words from priests and people 
alike? In September 2007 we had a 
Synod. One of the major commis-
sions was ‘Youth’. The Pastoral Plan 
emerging from the Synod contains 
valuable insights and directions for 
Youth Ministry in the Archdiocese. 

With this in mind, Joan Armstrong 
and the staff of the Centre for 
Pastoral Development hosted the 
2008 Youth Leaders Forum at 
the Archdiocesan Strandfontein 
Campsite on 13-14 December. The 
Campsite was given a basic facelift: 
the kitchen was completely over-
hauled and necessary repairs carried 
out; and a team from Strandfontein 
Parish cleaned and scrubbed the 
whole interior of the building. 

We invited 2-3 youth leaders, as 
well as a Parish Pastoral Council 
representative from each parish in 
the Archdiocese. The overwhelming 
response required that we erect a 
marquee to accommodate all the 
delegates on the lawn outside the 
hall at the Campsite.

We opened the Forum with a 
short liturgy–each Deanery was 
represented with a symbol pre-
sented by two Youth Leaders from 
that Deanery. The Archbishop 
then formally opened the forum, 
and his address was followed by 
Fr Michael Hagan, the National 
Youth Co-ordinator, who presented 
us with a vision statement from the 
National Youth Leaders’ Gathering.  
Mgr Andrew Borello then explained 
the Synod 2007 and detailed how 
the Pastoral Plan needs to be imple-
mented by each parish and deanery 
in the Archdiocese. 

Under the able facilitation of Ms 
Evona Rebelo, the +-140 delegates 
were divided in to Deanery groups. 
Each group was given a huge tree 
and asked to represent what is good 
and ‘fruitful’ in their Deanery by 
good apples, and what is not good 
or helpful by ‘withered branches’. 
Saplings were used to represent what 
still needs to be done for/by the 
youth. Much active and vibrant 
discussion was evident in each of the 
Deanery groups. The facilitators in 
each group made sure that each per-
son had the opportunity to express 
his/her concerns and ideas. 

The feedback from each group was 
documented by the secretaries of the 
Centre for Pastoral Development. 

The afternoon session on Saturday 
consisted of a praise and worship 
session, followed by another breaka-
way style workshop session. This 

YOutH LEADERS' FORuM 2008: 
taking our Vision for Youth further

time the Vision Statement from the Synod was debated, 
discussed and dissected by the groups. Again much 
lively interaction was evident and what emerged was 
that the Vision for Youth, as contained in the Pastoral 
Plan, was accepted by the Youth Leaders as being very 
close to what they required. Dates have been set for 
follow-up meetings in each Deanery. 

The all-night prayer and praise vigil which started at 
8 p.m. was a Holy Spirit-filled evening. About 75 del-
egates prayed, sang and danced in praise and worship. 
We were led by Fr Roger Rossouw in a very moving 
healing service. Priests and deacons were present to 
pray with and over any person who required prayer. 
Many confessions were also heard by the priests present. 
We went on a mini-hike to look at the stars, to hear 
the ocean and to appreciate the presence of God in 
nature. The music ministry for the forum and vigil was 
organised by Wayne de Smit. We were truly blessed to 
have so many bands come out to minister to us in such 
a spiritual way. The Youth Music Ministry is certainly 
growing in the Archdiocese. 

Mass at 07.00 on Sunday, celebrated by Archbishop 
Lawrence Henry, was a fitting climax to a wonderful 
youth event. 

The catering was superb! 
The overall feeling was that this was not just another 

‘talk shop’. We will be taking the Vision for Youth con-
tained in the Pastoral Plan further. The Youth Leaders 
present have undertaken to be active and pro-active at 
both deanery and parish level in this regard. 

Many priests took the time to be with us at various 
times during the day and the night–proving that they 
are keen to be involved with the young people of the 
Archdiocese, and that they have their needs at heart. 

The financial support for the event was shared by 
Youth Unlimited and the Archdiocese, and for this we 
are truly grateful. We are dearly hoping to make this an 
annual event! 

Joan Armstrong
Director, Centre for Pastoral Development 
& Synod Implementation

“

Archbishop Lawrence Henry together with some of the youth leaders engaged in discussion, exploring a way forward for the youth 
in the Archdiocese of Cape town. Photo: S. Docherty. (More photos on page 4).
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In the Acts of the Apostles, we learn 
that God has opened the door of 
faith for the early Church. But did 

you know that God has opened the door 
of faith for each one us and he invites 
us to step through the threshold into 
a deeper relationship with him. The 
upcoming Year of Faith is an opportu-
nity for every Catholic to turn towards 
Jesus Christ, encounter him in the 
Sacraments, especially the Eucharist, 
and rediscover their Faith and Church.

The Year of Faith.
1. What is the Year of Faith?
At certain times in the history of 

the Church, popes have called upon 
the faithful to dedicate themselves to 
deepening their understanding of a 
particular aspect of the faith. In 1967, 
Pope Paul VI announced a Year of Faith 
commemorating the 19th centenary of 
the martyrdom of Ss Peter and Paul. 
The 1967 Year of Faith called upon 
the Church to recall the supreme act of 
witness by these two saints so that their 
martyrdom might inspire the present 
day Church to collectively and individu-
ally make a sincere profession of faith.

The upcoming Year of Faith declared 
by Pope Benedict XVI is a “summons to 
an authentic and renewed conversion to 
the Lord, the One Saviour of the world” 
(Porta Fidei 6). In other words, the Year 
of Faith is an opportunity for Catholics 
to experience a conversion – to turn back 
to Jesus and enter into a deeper relation-
ship with him. The pope has described 
this conversion as opening the “door of 
faith” (see Acts 14:27). The “door of 
faith” is opened at one’s baptism, but 
during this year Catholics are called 
to open it again, walk through it and 
rediscover and renew their relationship 
with Christ and his Church.

"The 'door of faith' (Acts 14:27) is 
always open for us, ushering us into 
a life of communion with God and 
offering entry into his Church." - Pope 
Benedict XVI, Apostolic Letter Porta 
Fidei for the Indiction of the Year of 
Faith.

2. Why is the Year of Faith this 
year?

With his Apostolic Letter of 
11 October 2011, Porta Fidei, Pope 
Benedict XVI declared that the Year 
of Faith will begin on 11 October 2012 
and conclude on 24 November 2013. 
October 11, the first day of the Year of 
Faith, is the fiftieth anniversary of the 
opening of the Second Vatican Council 
(Vatican II) and also the twentieth 
anniversary of the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church. During the Year of 
Faith, Catholics are asked to study and 
reflect on the documents of Vatican II 
and the Catechism so that they may 
deepen their knowledge of the faith.

3. The Year of Faith begins in 
October 2012 with a Synod on New 
Evangelization. 

What is a synod? A synod of bishops 

www.annusfidei.va/content/novaevangelizatio/en.htmlis a gathering of bishops, selected from 
different areas of the world, who meet 
with the pope to discuss questions per-
taining to the activity of the Church 
in the world. This meeting of bishops 
helps to foster a closer unity between 
the bishops and the pope, and provides 
counsel to the pope. Pope Benedict 
XVI has situated the Synod on the 
New Evangelization (October 7-28) at 
the beginning of the Year of Faith 
(October 11).

4. How are Year of Faith and New 
Evangelization linked?

The New Evangelization is a call to 
each Catholic to deepen his or her own 
faith, have confidence in the Gospel, 
and possess a willingness to share the 
Gospel. The New Evangelization is 
first and foremost a personal encounter 
with Jesus Christ; it is an invitation to 
deepen one’s relationship with Christ. 
It is also a call to each person to share 
his or her faith with others. The Year of 
Faith, just like the New Evangelization, 
calls Catholics to conversion in order to 
deepen their relationship with Christ 
and to share it with others. It is also 
important to deepen our understanding 
of our faith by our profession of faith in 
the creed.

5. How does the Year of Faith affect 
the average Catholic? 

Every baptized Catholic is called 
through baptism to be a disciple of 
Christ and proclaim the Gospel. The 
Year of Faith is an opportunity for 
each and every Catholic to renew their 
baptismal call by living out the every-
day moments of their lives with faith, 
hope and love. This everyday witness 
is necessary for proclaiming the Gospel 
to family, friends, neighbours and soci-
ety. In order to witness to the Gospel, 
Catholics must be strengthened through 
celebrating weekly Sunday Mass and 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

6. What is the Archdiocese of Cape 
Town doing for the Year of Faith?

Places of pilgrimage will be set up•	
Two new Churches will be built by •	
the people of the Archdiocese for the 
people of the Archdiocese
Ecclesia, which is a way of explor-•	
ing our Catholic Faith by means of 
Small Faith Sharing Groups, will 
continue with Season 2: Our Faith 
Our Life. Those who have not expe-
rienced Season 1: Love the Church 
are encouraged to do so. Season 3: 
Brave New Church will be launched 
later in 2013.
A book depicting the Life of Faith in •	
the Archdiocese of Cape Town will 
be produced as a souvenir of this Year 
of Faith.
Parish Priests and other parish leaders •	
are encouraged to plan activities and 
opportunities within their own com-
munities to celebrate and deepen the 
Faith. Parish Priests are encouraged 
to provide their parishioners with 

opportunities to deepen their faith 
during the Year of Faith through 
retreats, special liturgies, Bible stud-
ies, service opportunities and forma-

tion sessions on the catechism and 
sacraments.
Most importantly, Catholics seeking •	
to deepen their faith should pray 

daily, study Scripture and celebrate 
weekly Sunday Mass.
Joan Armstrong
Centre for Pastoral Development

Year Of Faith: Oct 11, 2012-Nov 24, 2013

"…They called the church together and reported what God had done with 
them and how he had opened the door of faith..."(Acts 14:27).

CELEBRATING ECCLESIA AS A DEANERY
Parishes in the Constantiaberg Deanery gathered at Our Lady of the Visitation Church, Constantia for a 
special deanery celebration of Ecclesia. Mass was celebrated by the Dean, Fr Andrew Cox, together with 
(left to right) Fathers Vijil Joseph O Praem of Kommetjie, Babu Kudakkachirakunnel MSFS of Grassy 
Park, Thomas Vanderkunnel MSFS of Steenberg, Sebastian Pettapuzha O Praem of Kommetjie and 
Wandile Dingiswayo CSsR of Retreat. Constantia parish deacon Richard Aguirre assisted at the Mass.

After the celebration of Mass everyone gathered in the parish hall for snacks and drinks. 

The Constantiaberg Deanery comprises Bergvliet, Constantia, Grassy Park, Hout Bay, Plumstead, Retreat, 
Rondebosch, Newlands, Claremont Steenberg and Wynberg parishes. Photo: Stephen Docherty.
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The Ecclesia Faith Formation festival was a day celebrating the unity and diversity of the Archdiocese of Cape Town. We launched the exciting new season of Ecclesia called Brave 
New Church. This is the first time that we have had a program for children who are part of the Catechetical process, Youth and Young Adults, as well as the traditional Adults 
groups. We had a keynote address by Fr Chris Chatteris on living out the Social Teachings of the Church, as well as short inputs by Archbishop Brislin, Mgr Borello and Fr Prince. 
We opened the day with a para-liturgy and closed it with a commissioning of all facilitators present. Over 560 people attended this spirit-filled experience. Photos: S. Docherty

Ecclesia launches ‘Brave New Church’ at Springfield

after lengthy and unreasonable delays we have 
finally got the go-ahead from the municipality 
to begin the building of the Church in Old 
Crossroads.

Old Crossroads
On 16 August 2014 the municipality finally 

approved the building plans for the St Josephine 
Bakhita church at Old Crossroads! The building 
should have commenced in late January when the 
contractor had moved on to the site to clear the 
old buildings, build a new boundary wall and start 
with the digging of foundations. But it was then 
that the problems started!

The architects have listed many reasons for 
the delay, but principally it has been because of 
the many (mostly unreasonable in our opinion!) 
requirements of the Khayelitsha municipality. 
Our application coincided with the changing of 
their internal management and IT systems, which 
resulted in the offices being closed for long periods 
of time, and individual personnel dealing with our 
plans were absent from the offices for a multitude 
of reasons. Also, delays of four to five months were 
caused by the requirement of having to advertise in 
local papers for objections to the boundary and 
parking requirements imposed by the municipality.

This has been very frustrating for all concerned. In 
the meantime, Fr Kizito has moved to Malmesbury 

After lengthy delays – progress 
on the Year of Faith Churches

parish and been replaced by the Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate, Frs Bafana and Alvin. They are keen 
to move along with the project, and of course Julia 
Maranyane has done her best to keep the local 
parish community informed.

The contractor moved on to the site on 22 
August and the project now has an eight month 
duration, as the annual building holidays will fall 
into the new contract period.

Wallacedene
A while back we had purchased a site for the 

church and centre in Wallacedene for the parish 
of St Elizabeth and had erected temporary fencing, 
when the vacant land next to the church became 
available for purchase from the municipality. We 
applied for this and won the tender and at the 
moment the legal exchange of property is taking 
place. This process has taken more than a year! 

When the land is transferred – the City also 
moves very slowly – we will have the two erven 
consolidated, thus giving us the opportunity to 
change the footprint of the original drawings and 
increase the size of the buildings. We are moving 
along with the new drawings and will submit 
them to Council as soon as the consolidation is 
completed.

Fr Eddie O’Neill
Property Administrator

Constantia welcome Spring 
with a festival of music

On the 18th September 2014, Our Lady of the 
Visitation Parish, Constantia celebrated the arrival 
of Spring with a festival of music – with Mozart, 
Handel, Elgar, Mendelssohn, Vivaldi… and Mango 
Groove. The orchestra was led by Lucia Di Blasio-
Scott with the St George’s Singers and Springfield 
Convent Choir. The Sopranos were Katy Goles-
worthy and Carmen Kinsey, and Alto was Vasti 
Knoesen. Mike Blake was on trumpet, the organist 
was Andew Bentley, and the Conductor was Barry 
Smith. Photos by Sean Defty.

Surrounded by members of the 
orchestra and choirs, parish priest 
Fr Frank Conlisk thanks all those 
involved in the organisation of a 
wonderful evening.
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Celebrating the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy

Pope Francis opens the Door of Mercy at the Vatican on 8 December 2015 
to officially mark the beginning of the Year of Mercy

Archbishop Stephen Brislin, Archbishop of Cape Town, opens the Door of Mercy at 
St Mary’s Cathedral on 13 December 2015

Misericordes sicut Pater – 
Merciful like the Father 

(Luke 6: 36)

On 8 December 2015, Pope Francis formally opened the Jubilee 
Year of Mercy with the opening of the Holy Door in St Peter’s 
Basilica in Rome. The following Sunday, 13 December, a Door of 
Mercy was opened in each of our Cathedrals and other designated 
churches around the world. These Doors of Mercy are the symbolic 
focus of our pilgrimage during this Jubilee Year.  

In the Bull of Induction Misericordiae Vultus (MV), which means Face 
of Mercy, Pope Francis wrote, “To reach the Holy Door, in Rome 
or any other place in the world, everyone will have to make a 
pilgrimage. This will be a sign that mercy is also a goal to reach and 
requires dedication and sacrifice. This will be a sign that mercy is 
also a goal to reach and requires dedication and sacrifice. May the 
pilgrimage be an impetus to conversion: by crossing the threshold 
of the Holy Door, we will find strength to embrace God’s mercy 
and dedicate ourselves to being merciful with others as the Father 
has been with us” (MV 14).

In the Archdiocese the Door of Mercy is at the Metropolitan 
Cathedral of Our Lady of the Flight into Egypt. Other designated 
places of pilgrimage in the Archdiocese are the three Schoenstatt 
Shrines in Constantia, Hanover Park, and Tamboerskloof; 
St Lawrence the Martyr in Delft; and St Francis de Sales in 
Malmesbury.

Pope Francis also gives us some steps to guide our pilgrimage, be 
it an interior journey or be it expressed in an actual journey.  The 
first and overriding rule is “Judge not and you will not be judged; 
condemn not and you will not be condemned; forgive and you will 
be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you; good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together, running over, will be poured into your lap. 
For the measure you give will be the measure you get back” (Luke 
6:37-38). “But this is not sufficient to express mercy. Jesus asks us 
also to forgive and to give. To be instruments of mercy, because it 
was we who first received mercy from God!” (MV 14).

Fr Rohan Smuts

Places of Pilgrimage in the Archdiocese of Cape Town

The Door of Mercy at the Metropolitan Cathedral 
of Our Lady of the Flight into Egypt.

St Lawrence the Martyr Church, Delft

St Francis de Sales Church, Malmesbury

The Schoenstatt Shrines of Constantia, 
Hanover Park and Tamboerskloof

Pilgrims passing through the Door of Mercy at St Mary’s Cathedral, Cape Town on 13 December 2015
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On Saturday 10th August 2019, Joseph 
Chimfwembe and Alfredo van der 
Schyff were ordained to the priesthood 
and Theo April was ordained to the 
transitional diaconate by Archbishop 
Stephen Brislin at Our Lady Help of 
Christians, Lansdowne. 

In his homily, Archbishop Brislin 
encouraged the three men to pursue 
their ministries with generosity and 
cheerfulness. He said that ordination 
to the priesthood and the diaconate 
are “vocations of love” and they can 
only be fruitful if they are practiced 
with an attitude of abandonment of 

Archdiocese celebrates ordination 
to Priesthood and Diaconate

self and openness to God.
The archbishop urged them to 

foster unity among one another and 
immerse themselves in a life of faith, 
which is instrumental to bringing 
the world of Christ to the people. 
He encouraged them to let go of 
the temptation to individualism. This 
would help them listen to the needs of 
the people and understand the human 
condition, so that that they are better 
able to accompany their parishioners. 

The good attendance at the ordina-
tion Mass ref lected the innate reli-
gious character of the human person, 

as well as the way in which the call 
to serve God impacts so positively in 
people’s lives.  

The congregation included a large 
number of vibrant youth from our 
archdiocese, and so one only hopes  
that the ordination has been a type 
of catalyst to help kindle the spark of  
vocation to the priesthood in the lives 
of some of those who were present.

Dcn Theo April & Spotlight Africa
Fr Joseph has been appointed as assist-

ant priest at Somerset West, Fr Alfredo as 
assistant priest at Stellenbosch, and Dcn 
Theo as parish deacon at Paarl.

L-R: Fr Joseph Chimfwembe, Archbishop Stephen Brislin, 
 Fr Alfredo van der Schyff, Dcn Theo April and Dcn Rodney Williams

unus Deus et Pater omnium

Bishop Sylvester 
David’s Coat of Arms

The motto 
unus Deus et Pater omnium is an 
excerpt from Ephesians 4:6 and is 
translated as “one God and Father of 
all”. Omnium literally means everything 
– including the ecology. This expression 
was chosen as an encouragement to us 
to embrace to a greater extent the high 
calling to live as God’s children by car-
ing for each other and for the ecology.

The shield
The shield is separated into four quad-
rants by the Oblate (OMI) Cross. The 
four motifs from the top left quadrant 
and continuing clockwise are Heart, 
Holy Spirit, Apostles, and Sacred Fire. 
These depict the advice to the Oblates 
from St Eugene de Mazenod, their 
Founder, who wrote: “Your destiny 
is to be apostles, and so tend within 
your hearts the sacred fire that the 
Holy Spirit lights there...” (Eugene de 
Mazenod, Nov 17, 1851). Notice that 
the heart comprises fingerprints. This 
was the artist’s way of depicting the 
incarnation. The apparent repetition 
in the symbols of Sacred Fire and Holy 
Spirit derive from the writing of St de 
Mazenod who saw the Sacred Fire as 
being lit by the Holy Spirit. In other 
words, Sacred Fire is caused by the 
Holy Spirit.

Auxiliary Bishop ordained for 
the Archdiocese of Cape Town
The stream of missionary zeal that 

carried the sons of Saint Eugene 
de Mazenod from France to Durban, 
and into the vast interior beyond, has 
turned south to bring Sylvester David 
OMI to the Mother City as Auxiliary 
Bishop of the Archdiocese of Cape 
Town.

Over a thousand of the faithful 
joined bishops, priests and religious 
at the City Hall in Cape Town on 25 
August 2019 to share in his joyful ordi-
nation by Archbishop Stephen Brislin, 
who gave thanks for blessing our arch-
diocese with an auxiliary bishop. 

“It has taken many years for this day 
to come but come it has, and we are 
confident that it is the kairos, the right 
moment for it to happen.”  Cape Town 
has been without an auxiliary bishop 
since Bishop Reginald Cawcutt, who 
served from 1992 to 2002.

He said he had no doubt that he 
spoke on behalf of all in the archdio-
cese when he said to Bishop Sylvester: 
“Welcome. We are delighted and 

overjoyed to have you here. We hope 
that you will be happy living here and 
that your ministry will bear much 
fruit.

“You will find, as I did, that the 
priests, deacons, religious and laity 
of this archdiocese are welcoming, 
hospitable and supportive. We have 
our troubles and difficulties, but there 
is a great love for the Church and a 
joyful energy. The faith of people has 
always been a great source of strength 
for me – may it be so for you as well.

In drawing attention to some of 
the challenging signs of the times, 
Archbishop Brislin said: “We can only 
fulfil our call and our mission if we 
strive to love more sincerely, more 
tenderly each day. And this must be 
especially true of a bishop, something 
of which we need to frequently remind 
ourselves. 

Archbishop Brislin noted that it 
was a challenging time to be a bishop, 
being called to respond to a cul-
ture of indifference, the scandal of 
sexual abuse of minors by clergy and a 
time of disillusionment with leaders - 
whether they were political, economic 
or church leaders – but facing these 
challenges. He emphasised that this 
“is the mission of the Church”. 

Before the Rite of Ordination, the 
Papal Bull, signed by Pope Francis, 
was read out by the Papal Nuncio, 
Archbishop Peter Wells, who then 
handed over the scroll to Bishop 
Sylvester.

At the end of the celebration Fr Neil 
Frank, Provincial of the Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate (OMI), said thank 
you to Bishop Sylvester for all that 
he had contributed as a committed 
member of the Oblate Congregation. 
He also said that although Bishop 
Sylvester was no longer under the 
authority of the Oblate leadership, he 
would always be a valued member of 
the Oblate family.

The President of the SACBC, 
Bishop Sithembele Sipuka, also spoke 
at the end of Mass. He expressed his 
gratitude and appreciation that Bishop 
Sylvester was now part of the Bishops’ 
Conference and that his wisdom and 
knowledge would be added to the 
Bishops’ decision making processes in 
facing future challenges of the Church 
in Southern Africa.

In the final word of the afternoon, 
Bishop Sylvester expressed his joy 
at being chosen to serve as auxiliary 
bishop in Cape Town. He pledged 
his unconditional support and loyalty 
to Archbishop Stephen Brislin and 
thanked him for the cordial way in 
which he had welcomed him into the 
Archdiocese, and felt priviledged to 
share in his ministry. 

He thanked Pope Francis, as well 
as Archbishop Wells, the Nuncio, for 
the trust they had placed in him. He 
also thanked the clergy, the religious, 
and the laity of Cape Town for the 
warm welcome extended to him. He 
made special mention of the Chancery 

staff whose gestures of welcome were 
particularly meaningful.

He spoke of those he missed at the 
celebration, especially his friend and 
fellow Oblate, Bishop Barry Wood. 
They were the best of friends and 
confidantes to each other, but he 
felt the presence of Bishop Barry’s 
spirit during the celebration. He also 
mentioned how much he missed his 
parents and his brother Des, who were 
deceased. 

He acknowledged the part his 
mother played in giving him the faith, 
saying that Cedara and Rome had 
given him the language of thelogy, but 
his mother had given him the faith on 
which it was all based.

Finally, he gave a special word of 
thanks to his Oblate family for their 
care and support of him and that it 
was a particular privilege being a 
member of the Oblate family.

It is no doubt that his fellow Oblates, 
already serving in Rocklands and 
Mfuleni, will be greatly encourged by 
the ordination of a confrere as Bishop 

Bishop Sylvester lies prostrate during the singing of the Litany of the Saints; the imposition of hands by Archbishop Stephen Brislin, the principal consecrator; and Archbishop Brislin 
anoints Bishop Sylvester’s head with the Oil of Chrism. Please see our website www.adct.org.za for more pictures and for a live streaming of the celebration.

in the Archdiocese of Cape Town.
Co-written by Sydney Duval, 

Stephen Docherty & Mark Renaud

Bishop Sylvester is handed 
the Book of the Gospels 

during the Rite of Ordination

Bishop Sylvester receives 
the Bishop’s mitre

July 1995: Our first ever edition 
focussed on the financial state of the 
Archdiocese, while this second edition 
featured the Expo ’95 Vocations Festival 
at St Michael’s, Rondebosch

November 2000: The wonderful 
Jubilee 2000 celebrations at Green Point 
Stadium were preceded by three years 
of preparation. The restoration of St 
Mary’s Cathedral also began in earnest.

July 2007: The re-opening of St Mary’s 
Cathedral, Archbishop Henry’s 70th 
birthday, and the death of Pope John 
Paul II preceded the build-up to our first 
ever Diocesan Synod, held at Springfield.

January 2009: The 2007 Pastoral 
Plan led to CPD hosting the 2008 
Youth Leaders’ Forum in Strandfontein, 
exploring a way forward for the Youth 
of the Archdiocese of Cape Town.

July 2010: In January 2010, Cape 
Town opened its heart to a new pas-
tor as Archbishop Henry retired and 
Archbishop Brislin was installed as the 
new Archbishop of Cape Town.

October 2012: We celebrated Hope 
and Joy as a country in 2011; said NO to 
the Secrecy Bill in 2012; and prepared 
for the Year of Faith from October 2012 
to November 2013.

November 2014: Fundraising for the 
Year of Faith churches gains momen-
tum; our ADCT website gets a major 
upgrade; and Ecclesia “Brave New 
Church” is launched at Springfield.

January 2016: A new church at Old 
Crossroads and the beatification of 
Benedict Daswa led up to the celebra-
tion of the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of 
Mercy in the Archdiocese of Cape Town.

April 2018: Priests’ Indaba 2016 bears 
much fruit; the Archdiocesan Child 
Safeguarding Policy is launched; and we 
proudly celebrated 200 years of the 
Catholic faith in South Africa.

August 2019: The Archdiocese wel-
comes a new auxiliary bishop; and we 
celebrated the Taize Pilgrimage of Trust. 
Then Covid-19 happened, and the AD 
News migrated from print to digital.

www.adct.org.za
www.facebook.com/archdiocesecapetown
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Greetings from the Youth Office
We are extremely blessed to have had the opportunity to work with young 

people in person over the last few months while adhering to the latest proto-
cols. 

MISSION TEAM
Our Mission Team is made up of a group of part-time volunteers who have 

devoted their time and mission to serve the youth of our Archdiocese by run-
ning retreats and lessons. This term we assisted Springfield’s Confirmation 
group with their retreat and held a full day retreat for their grade 9s, focusing 
on friendship and treating everyone with love and respect. 

If you would like our Mission Team to run an event or retreat for your school, 
youth group or class, please contact us at youthchaplaincy@gmail.com to make 
a booking.

THEOLOGY ON TAP
Young adults from over 13 different parishes got together at Trenchtown 

in Observertory to share their faith with guest speakers and co-authors of 
‘Sunsets and Waterfalls’, Cindy Jacobs and Toni Erasmus. 

MISSION TEAM

THEOLOGY ON TAP

YOUTH DAY
Unfortunately we weren’t able to have our traditional, packed Youth Day Mass, 

but we were greatly blessed to have Archbishop Stephen Brislin celebrate with 
representatives from almost 30 of our parishes and even more joining online. 
After Mass we gathered in the hall to discuss opportunities and ways forward for 
our young people. This included efforts to collaborate to ensure our Youth are 
the NOW of our church and we look forward to see what parishes will be doing 
next!

On this day, it was also announced that Fr Emmanuel Siljeur (RIGHT) will be 
journeying with the young people in the Archdiocese, accompanying them 
in their mission of evangelisation as they read the signs of the times. He said 
that we are people of the Resurrection and we need to make every spiritual, 
emotional and psychological effort to live this reality so that we are able to say 
with Jesus: I have come so that you may have life, life in all its fullness (John 
10:10). Our Youth Chaplaincy Team is blessed to officially welcome him to our 
team and look forward to working with him!

Dominique Yon
Youth Chaplaincy Co-ordinator

YOUTH DAY MASS

YOUTH DAY MASS
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From 
the 

HEART

Articles, letters and advertisements should reach us by 30 July 2021  
for the July-September 2021 edition.

Please address all correspondence to:
Archdiocesan News, PO Box 2910, Cape Town, 8000. 
Tel: 021 462 2417. Fax: 021 461 9330. E-mail: publications@adct.org.za 
Website: www.adct.org.za
Also find us on: www.facebook.com/archdiocesecapetown

Editor: Stephen Docherty
Layout, Production & Advertising: Stephen Docherty
Regular Contributors: Archbishop Stephen Brislin, Bishop Sylvester 
David OMI, Mgr Andrew Borello, Fr Ralph de Hahn, Centre for Pastoral 
Development, Catholic Parliamentry Liaison Office, Catholic Schools’ Office, 
Youth Chaplaincy, St Joseph’s Home.

Caritas South Africa is an official 
organization of the Southern African 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference 
(SACBC), created to carry out all 
social activities of the Church. Caritas 
is one of the largest humanitarian 
organizations around the world and 
its mission is to serve people out of 
love. As Pope Francis himself said 
“Caritas is the salt, the leaven and the 
light that provides a beacon of hope to 
those in need.”

Each diocese in South Africa has 
its own separate Caritas body which 
is to be registered as a non-profit 
organisation. Similarly, the Bishop 
of each Diocese is the President of 
that Caritas body. In the case of the 
Archdiocese of Cape Town, Caritas 
Cape Town (“CCT”) is the Caritas 
body with Archbishop Stephen Brislin 
as its President.

With the challenges presented by 
Covid 19 and lockdown throughout 
2020, the rolling out of CCT was 
somewhat delayed. We are delighted 
however to announce that the newly 
formed CCT Board had its first 
board meeting in November 2020, 
at which its constitution was signed 
into effect. The CCT Board mem-
bers are: Archbishop Stephen Brislin 
(President); Fr Paul Taylor; Fr Wim 
Lindeque; Steven Borwick; Chantal 
Solomons; Luzuko Tseku; Theo 
Lekoma; and Oliver Tsinyoka.

Fr Paul Taylor was appointed 
Episcopal Vicar for CCT by 
Archbishop Brislin, and in April 2021 
the Board appointed Aisling Foley to 
the role of CCT Co-ordinator and 
Eugene Jackson to the role of CCT 
Operations Officer. 

So how will CCT operate? It is 
important to understand that CCT 
will operate at the local and parish 
level. CCT’s mandate is to operate as 
a co-ordinating body with parishes 
rather than an implementing body 
although, in certain instances, it may 
implement some outreach, e.g. dis-
aster relief. Parishes will be encour-
aged to embark on joint projects or 
programs, e.g. on deanery level, or as 
neighbouring parishes.

Recognizing the wonderful work 
already being done in parishes 
throughout the Archdiocese, CCT 
assures parishioners that it will not 
interfere with, or try to absorb other 
parish groups, but rather will strive to 
work in co-operation with them.

CCT is also delighted to announce 
that it will be reintroducing the won-
derful Christmas ‘Buckets of Love’ 
project which CWD ran for so many 
years, and hopes that it will have the 
support of all parishioners once again 
in making this campaign a great suc-
cess.  

At the most recent APC meeting on 
5 June 2021, Archbishop Brislin along 
with Fr Paul Taylor and Aisling Foley 
presented the vision for CCT. This 
includes the appointment by each par-
ish council of a Caritas Co-ordinator 
(whose role is to co-ordinate between 
that parish and CCT), as well as pro-
posed deanery meetings where these 
newly appointed co-ordinators can 
meet with the CCT staff to establish 
a way forward.

CCT will have its head office at 
146 Lawrence Road Athlone, prem-
ises previously owned by CWD. A 

new CCT website it currently in the 
design phase, but for now CCT staff 
can be contacted using the contact 
details below.

As CCT will operate at parish 
level, its strength and success depends 
totally on each parish. CCT is like 
a lifeless body that will need life 
breathed into it by parishioners, and 
in the coming weeks and months 
CCT will be reaching out to parishes 
throughout the Archdiocese to meet 
with them and build working rela-
tionships.

“The work of charity is not an 
option but an obligation and must be 
fulfilled with commitment, profes-
sionalism and with the dimension of 
the heart.” – Pope Benedict XVI

Contact details for Caritas Cape 
Town:

Fr Paul Taylor (Episcopal Vicar of 
CCT) chairperson@caritas.capetown 
Cell: 072 592 3472

Aisling Foley (CCT Co-ordinator) 
coordinator@caritas.capetown  
Cell: 069 126 4841

Eugene Jackson (CCT Operations 
Officer) operations@caritas.capetown 
Cell: 069 127 4091.

L-R: Ms Aisling Foley (CCT Co-ordinator); Mr Eugene Jackson (CCT 
Operations Officer); and Fr Paul Taylor (Episcopal Vicar for CCT) 
outside their head office in Athlone

Sadly, the third wave of Covid 
19 is hitting South Africa hard 
and we have all been remind-
ed to take extra care and to 
be cautious – not only for our 
own sakes but for the protec-
tion of the health and lives of 
others. The sooner we can get 
as many people vaccinated as 
possible, the sooner we will 
bring the virus under control 
and learning to live with it, 
since it will not be eliminated. 

While we continue to live 
with the frustration and, 
indeed the devastation of 
these times, we must “gird 
our loins” (Job 38:3) and 
not give in to the tiredness, 
fatigue and impatience we 
feel because of the restric-
tions placed on us. We need 
strength and we draw strength 
from our faith in God, who 
is the source of all strength. 
The difficulty is that we are 
not able to access the usual 
ways of doing this – through 
attending Mass, receiving the 
Sacraments, praying with the 
community of believers. We 
long to joyfully “draw water 
from the wells of salvation” 
(Isaiah 12:3), but we have 
been thrown on relying on our 
own inner “wells”. This is not 
an impossible task for there is 
nothing that can separate us 
from the love of God (Romans 
8:31-39). It is just that we 
have always found solace, 
consolation and courage from 
being with others in prayer 
and encountering Christ in the 
celebration of the Sacraments 
and in worship.

Now, the onus is on us. We 
have to take far more respon-
sibility in ensuring that we 
nurture and deepen our rela-
tionship with God. Discipline 
is necessary to ensure that 
our prayer life continues and, 

just as priests have found cre-
ative and innovative ways of 
pastoring to people, we have 
to find our own innovative 
and creative ways of keeping 
our spiritual life alive and our 
relationship with God intact. 
Furthermore, we have to 
ensure that we pray together 
as family. The family is the 
first Church and our homes 
are meant to be temples of 
the presence of God. Usually, 
we have symbols in the home 
that remind us of that – a 
crucifix, a statue of Our Lady, 
a prayer corner, and so on. 
I cannot emphasise enough 
the importance always, but 
especially in this time of crisis, 
for families to pray together. 
Prayer is an encounter with 
God, it binds us together as 
people of faith, it changes us 
because in prayer we do not 
focus on ourselves but on 
God, and so we see reality in 
perspective.

We are living in tough times 
and the end is not yet in 
sight. This is time to allow our 
faith to get us through and 
for us to ensure that we do 
not fall by the wayside. We 
have a responsibility for our 
own faith, but also for the 
faith of those around us. One 
blessing of this time is that 
it is an opportunity to have 
more time with family, and 
to find ways of enhancing 
family unity and support. In 
this, praying together as a 
family and making our homes 
places of God’s presence is 
crucial and essential. The 
family that prays together 
stays together!

+Stephen Brislin
Archbishop of Cape Town

“I have always believed that opera is for everyone!” 
says St Mary’s Cathedral parishioner, Prof Emeritus 
Angelo Gobbato, former director of the UCT Opera 
School, and former artistic director and CEO of 
Cape Town Opera, who recently regaled attendees 
of the FynArts Festival in Hermanus with tales from 
his illustrious career, alongside his partner in many 
productions over the years, fellow famed Capetonian 
soprano Aviva Pelham. Last year, Angelo was awarded 
with the Festival’s Legacy Award, which he finally 
received in person during this year’s festival. He also 
signed copies of his book, A Passion for Opera. During 
his career Angolo won three Nederburg Prizes for 
Opera.

mailto:publications@adct.org.za
www.adct.org.za
www.facebook.com/archdiocesecapetown
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Through generous donations of clothing, bric n’ brac and furniture 
items and everything in between, Selling Seconds provides 

excellent quality, previously loved goods at incredible prices.

Our two shops are run and staffed by our NOAH membership 
who are able to generate extra income to top up their social 

pensions. Over 50 % of our Selling Seconds staff use this extra 
income to support their families and buy additional food. For many,

working at Selling Seconds provides meaning and purpose and 
a reason to get up in the morning.

- S E C O N D S -
C P T

S E L L I N G
2 0 2 1e s t d

Our much loved second-hand shop,The Trestle Table, 
has got a new name and a new branch in Khayelitsha!

Please support our growing businesses by donating your good 
condition used goods, visiting our shops or offering your volunteer 

services once week to assist in pricing, aesthetics or sales.

Selling Seconds Woodstock: 19 Regent Street, Woodstock
Selling Seconds Khayelitsha: J-69 Jama Crescent, Site B, Khayelitsha

www.noah.org.za

To make a donation call (021) 447-6334 
or email mellisa@noah.org.za

To become a volunteer please email jane@noah.org.za

We look forward to meeting you soon!

The St Kizito Children’ Programme 
goes way back to 2004, when we were 
established to assist orphaned and vul-
nerable children in the Archdiocese 
of Cape Town. We help all children, 
irrespective of their religious and 
cultural affiliation. Since our incep-
tion, our members (volunteers) have 
been pioneering the way forward in 
establishing our very unique Catholic 
parish-based Movement. We remain 
committed to our values of helping 
those in need by visiting families and 
helping where we can.  

As we fast approach the midway 
mark in this year, we look back and 
ref lect on the generosity of our many 
donors and members. Despite the fear 
and chaos of the Coronavirus pan-
demic, they have given of themselves 
way and beyond. We salute – and say 
thank you – to all of them!

Our recent Winter Jersey Drive was 
successful. We have many avid knit-
ters who, between them, contributed 
253 articles. That means 253 children 

Support St Kizito Children 
and win a prize!

have a warm winter item. Oh how 
very thankful they all are! 

We do need help in promoting 
our Fundraiser raff le. Tickets are 

“Purchase a R20 ticket and Misty Meadow in Greyton 
could be your accommodation for three nights.”

R20 each and you stand a chance to 
win a three night self-catering stay 
in Greyton. Imagine the mountains, 
tranquil setting and a warm roaring 
fire! There are also two consolation 
prizes of restaurant vouchers to the 
value of R500 each. Please contact 
our office on 021 782 2880 or 082 301 
9385 should you wish to purchase a 
ticket. Hurry, as the draw takes place 
on 23 July 2021.

Consider helping a child today. 
Every child is my child! Contact us 
to either pledge R20 monthly to our 
20/2000 campaign, donate or assist 
in our many campaigns, establish 
a St Kizito group at your parish 
and become a member. Help us to 
strengthen this Archdiocesan move-
ment in helping children in need. We 
look forward to meeting you.

The Kolping Family in Strandfontein 
has a Craft Group with 13 members 
who come together regularly to pray, 
to do their craft and to socialise. Since 
lockdown it was not possible to meet 
physically, but members continued 
doing their craft at their homes.

With all the items being made, the 
group reports that they were able to 
donate to the following institutions:

Hannah’s Place of Safety, Mitchell’s 
Plain – knitted and crocheted baby 
garments and toys

Butterf ly House, Paarl – Beanies, 
balaclavas and bed slippers

Lotus Place, Lotus River – 72 blan-
kets (28 knitted and crocheted and 44 
quilted from off-cut fabric)

Douglas Murray House for Seniors, 

Retreat – 35 knitted bed mats
Dolphin Educare Centre, 

Strandfontein – children’s tops and 
pants made of off-cut T-shirt fabric

The women in the craft group thor-
oughly enjoy what they are doing 
and offer their skills to the needs of 
others. They pay monthly subs of R30 
and do their own fundraising to fund 
the needs of the group, especially the 
purchasing of wool and fabric.

They are always in need of:
Wool (especially double knit)
Fabric (cotton & T-shirt fabric)
If you love what they do and would 

like to support their work, please call 
the group leader, Avril Baatjes on 073 
488 5868.

Estelle Petersen

Why not support these 
“Crafty” ladies

T-shirts for children made from off-cut 
fabric donated by The Foschini Group of 
Companies. These T-shirts were donated 

to Dolphin Educare in Strandfontein.

Seniors from Lotus Place, an old age home in Lotus River, Grassy Park 
receive hand made quilts from Kolping Family Strandfontein mem-
bers, pictured behind.
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From 
the 

BOOK
On 5th June 2021 I had the privilege of doing 
a presentation for the Archdiocesan Pastoral 
Council meeting comprising inter alia the lay 
leadership in the Archdiocese. Prior to the 
meeting a team comprising Lusuko Tseku, 
Brandon Paulse and Bernadette Ross under-
took a survey to obtain a bird’s eye view 
of the positive and negative aspects of the 
Church’s outreach at this time. In response 
to these raw materials of facts, opinions 
and experiences of our people, the following 
presentation was given:

Many people look at Theology as being the 
responsibility of only a few trained people but 
if we break down the definition of Theology 
(viz. Faith seeking understanding) we can 
formulate it like this: “Okay, I believe. Now 
what light can my belief shed on my lived 
experience?” This means that all of us can 
engage in Theology. We come to this meeting 
as believers. We engage with our families and 
with our parishes as believers. The summary 
given about the positives and the challenges 
presented by Covid-19 are our lived experi-
ences. They are real. Now what does our 
Catholic faith say about all this. Jesus called 
us to read the signs of the times (Mt 16:3). 
The word for “times” is not clock time but the 
mood which prevails.

What is the mood? What time is this? This 
is a time of hopelessness and helplessness, 
a time of fear and a time hesitancy. All this 
shows that we are not in control. In fact 
we never have been. If it wasn’t for Covid 
we could die in a natural disaster such as a 
flood, a fire, etc. We all depend on God, and 
particularly during the season of an infectious 
disease, we are also dependent on each other. 
What Covid has done is that it has brought 
our dependence on God and on each other 
sharply into focus. This is a time when we are 
called to practice the pro-life stance of the 
faith. This is our belief – that all life is precious 
from the womb to the tomb. The wearing of 
the face mask, the social distancing and other 
protective measures we take are in fact a 
daring participation in Christian Theology. Our 
belief is pro-life – and now we allow this belief 
to shed light on our lived experience. In fact as 
Christians we have no other choice.

Our responses have shown us what we 
can do when we are motivated. Moved by 
the pro-life belief of the Church, we have 
put into place certain measures, and as dif-
ficult as these have been, we have seen large 
scale collaboration (remember collaborative 
ministry?). It is remarkable that our faith 
communities have not been super spread-
ers. The reason for the painstaking details 
when people attend church was to facilitate 
contact tracing and all these measures have 
paid dividends. We are deeply indebted to 
the dedicated lay persons who assist with 
these measures. We are grateful to the priests 
who have emerged as “beacons of hope” 
(indicated in the survey). If we look at the 
projects we have undertaken during this time, 
we can thank God for the many graces he has 
given us. The live streamed masses, the ongo-
ing reflections leading up to Corpus Christi, 
the year of St Joseph reflections and the 
weekly faith sharing from both Bishops have 
been well received. Although church attend-
ance has been lowered, the faith has been 
preached in a concentrated and focused way.

We have to prepare for a post Covid church. 
There will be changes as some might opt not 
to continue. There have always been such 
tendencies in the gradual unfolding of the 
Universe, where there is a collapse but a rem-
nant ensures the continuity of creation. This 
is also true in the faith tradition. In battling 

Covid, we join a long list of biblical heroes 
such as Noah, Abraham, Joseph, Moses, King 
David, and the Wilderness Generation. The 
prophets speak of a remnant which will pre-
serve the life of the faith community after 
a period of devastation (cf. Is 37; Jer 39-40). 
This seems to be written into our existence. In 
the NT in Romans 11:5, the remnant is chosen 
by Grace and in Rev 12:17, the remnant com-
prises those who keep the commandments 
of God. So, be concerned about those who 
will not be filling our benches but do not be 
unduly troubled by it. Nothing is impossible 
for God (Lk 1:37). There are also many people 
who long for the faith community. All we can 
do is to trust in God. Trust in God and we will 
see great things.

We must not be numbed into paralysis by 
the enormity of the task before us. Even with-
out the pandemic, Christian life is meant to 
confront challenges. Take today’s Mass for 
example (the reference is to the Mass of 5th 
June 2021) – the opening prayer, 1st read-
ing and Gospel passage all speak of engaging 
with life’s challenges. Ecclesiastes 3 reminds 
us that there is a time for everything under 
the sun. The word for time is the same word 
used by Jesus when he encourages us to read 
the signs of the times – in other words to do 
theology. There are a few things we can and 
must do. At our session with the Faith Based 
Organisations and the WC Government last 
evening, it was stressed that behaviour change 
is crucial leading up to the third wave. We are 
encouraged to avoid gatherings such as fam-
ily get-togethers and the like. All this calls for 
discipline – I wonder if you have noticed that 
both words “disciple” and “discipline” have the 
same root. We cannot be a disciple without 
practicing discipline. To be a disciple is to learn 
from a master and discipline implies doing 
what is necessary to follow that master.

The survey mentioned at the start of this 
presentation also outlined certain challenges. 
It is never easy to address matters like these 
as we have had no dress rehearsal for the 
pandemic. I would say dialogue with people 
who are reluctant to continue with their 
ministries and give them a renewed sense 
of purpose. This is our chance to evangelise. 
When one explains to them that ministry 
is not merely assisting the parish but is a 
privileged participation in the life of Christ, 
it can help. We must also not be blind to the 
fact that our present circumstances have 
forced us to locate a level of Church we knew 
about in theory but failed to put into practice 
viz. the body of Christ in the home. There 
is no mention of the grand basilicas in the 
NT – what we have in the original template is 
the home-based faith community. What is in 
the roots are now showing in the branches. 
Remember: “where two or three are gathered 
in my name… (Mt 18:20).

It is natural that there will be difficulties; 
financial ones and other issues. But we must 
not give up hope. There are a few immediate 
needs that must be mentioned. We must 
encourage people to be vaccinated. We can 
also assist those who do not know how, to 
register. All these things show our pro-life 
stance. With there being a third surge, we can 
redouble our efforts at keeping people safe. 
When I wear a mask, it is not only to keep me 
safe – it is also to keep the neighbour safe. 
That is Christian theology in action.

Bishop S. David OMI
VG/Auxiliary Bishop
Archdiocese of Cape Town

RCIA: Congratulations to the nine candidates who were Confirmed, as well as 
the two who were Baptised on 18 April 2021 at St Clare’s, Elsie’s River. A big 
thank you to the RCIA catechetical team – for their dedication and commitment 
during a tough year of pandemic, and for persevering in preparing these candi-
dates as fully fledged members of the Church of God. May the Holy Spirit con-
tinue to bless and fill each of you with new vigour to spread the gospel through 
the example of your lives.

Catholic Men’s Ministry held their first meeting 
since last year. It was a great fellowship of men 
coming together, thanks to all who attended and 
to our hosts, the men of Grassy Park. 

The blessed setting was enhanced with great 
encouragement by our guest speaker, Fr Cecil 
Dowling CSsR who said that with a great Saint 
like St Joseph as our role model, we as men are 
not locked down, but can RISE to be powerful 
men who raise our families – as well as the broth-

ers who need lifting – and lead them to Jesus. A 
memorial tribute was also held for the many who 
have lost family to Covid 19. 

The singing was always going to be great, as 
it was outside. 

The event was a great help to encourage men 
to continue the wonderful gifts that God has 
given to us – to be men like St Joseph – fathers, 
husbands, and sons of God. St Joseph, pray for 
us. Amen.

Lord, we have Come to the Lakeside

The singing was always going to be great, as it was outside. 

St Clare’s parish in Elsie’s River is truly 
overjoyed by the blessing and display 
of love between Mr and Mrs Cupido 
as they celebrate 68 years of marriage. 
Their example is a testimony to God’s 
triune love. It is an inspiration for all 
those young people planning to marry, 
and indeed to those already married. 
What a joy and celebration in the 
Cupido home today! 

The St Clare’s parish family wish you 
all the best in health, and an abundance 
of God’s grace and love. Thank you 
for your continued commitment to 
our parish. May Jesus always bless and 
protect you, may Mary our mother 
watch over you, and may St Clare pray 
for you.

Wayne Carolissen
PPC Chair

Love and 
Marriage
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THE LAUDATO SI’ JOURNEY ON CARING FOR OUR COMMON HOME 
Implementing the urgent, important, and clear call of Pope Francis in the Laudato Si’ and 
Fratelli Tutti encyclicals is being heard and is happening today.  

In all her being and actions, the Church is called to promote the integral development of 
the human person in the light of the Gospel. This development takes place by attending to 
the inestimable goods of justice, peace, and the care of creation. https://www.humandevelop-

ment.va/en/il-dicastero/motu-proprio.html
When Pope Francis instituted the Dicastery for promot-

ing Integral Human Development (DPIHD) he brought four 
Dicastery’s into this single Dicastery as a place to attend holistically to human development. 
Led by Cardinal Peter Turkson as the prefect and Mgr Bruno Duffe as secretary, they also 
have a vast array of global experts in each field of human development as part of their team. 
The Vatican Covid 19 Commission, also part of the DPIHD, has played a beneficial role since 
March 2020. 

LAUDATO SI’ WEEK 2021
The Laudato Si’ Week has enlivened Catholic communities across the globe to work against 

our ecological crisis and climate emergency. But, as evident in the rapid pace of species extinc-
tion and climate change, more urgent action is needed to create a more just and sustainable 
future. As Pope Francis said on Earth Day, “When this destruction of nature is triggered, it is 
very difficult to stop it. But we are still in time. And we will be more resilient if we work together 
instead of doing it alone.” If we do not care for the natural world, she will not be able to care 
for us Pope Francis’ strong advice is reiterated by Jane Goodall (Francis, 2021 Goodall 2021).

Cardinal Peter Turkson said: 
“The powerful Laudato Si’ Week 2021 shows again how Catholics are committed to 

caring for our common home and following Pope Francis’ prophetic leadership. More 
than ever, people of faith understand that 
we must nurture our common home, and 
that in doing so, we’re caring for the most 
vulnerable among us and lifting up the cry of 
the Earth and the cry of the poor.”

Here in South Africa, the Laudato Si’ Week events included prayer services, a Rosary for 
Creation Prayer Service, webinars and radio programmes where Africa Day was celebrated. 
It also featured a missionary-like send-off, encouraging the faithful to go and announce the 
Gospel of Creation in every corner of the globe.

THE LAUDATO SI’ ACTION PLATFORM
The Laudato Si’ week finished with a preview of the tool that will help the global Church 

realize more progress in the decade ahead: the Laudato Si’ Action Platform. The Vatican-led 
effort will empower Catholic institutions, communities, and families to implement Laudato 
Si’. The Laudato Si’ Action Platform is a unique collaboration between the Vatican, an interna-
tional coalition of Catholic organizations, and “all men and women of good will.” (LS 3) Taking 
a truly ground-up approach, it is rooted in the strengths and realities of communities around 
the world, empowering all to take “decisive action, here and now” as we journey towards a 
better future together. (LS 161) 

Action is urgently needed. Our Creator has called the human family to be the steward of 
creation, but we have neglected that call. Our hotter, dirtier, deader planet is driving up the 
risk of suffering. The most vulnerable suffer above all. At this Kairos moment we are respond-
ing to the call for healing in our relationships with God, our neighbours, and the Earth itself. 
Through the Laudato Si’ Action Platform, we are walking the “path to renewal” together (LS 
202). How would you like to start your parish’s ecological journey toward an integral ecology.   

The “Healthy Planet, Healthy People” petition was launched during Laudato Si’ Week. 
Catholics and their institutions are encouraged 
to sign the petition that will ask world leaders to 
establish meaningful agreements that will repair 
our common home.

As we delve into this Laudato Si’ journey, the 
effects of our encounter  with Jesus become evi-
dent in our relationship with the world around 

us. (LS 217) The Archdiocese of Cape Town is invited to be on the first roll-out of the Laudato 
Si’ Action Platform. Each parish will be contacted to discern, reflect and then implement your 
response to the Laudato Si’ Action Platform. ‘Laudato Si’ Plans’ will support your community’s 
ecological conversion journey to integral ecology. A process-oriented approach that responds 
to the charism of your institution, community, or family will be taken. There will be guidance 
on actions that help build a better future through the Laudato Si’ Goals. This road will chal-
lenge us, and the ideas and support of our sisters and brothers in Christ will strengthen us 
along the way. “We were made for love,” and deeper relationships will nourish us wherever 
the Holy Spirit leads. (LS 58). 

The Laudato Si’ Action Platform empowers the universal Church and all people of good will 
to respond to Laudato Si’, Pope Francis’ encyclical on caring for our common home. Exploring 
the ancient teachings of our faith in the light of today’s ecological crisis, Laudato Si’ teaches 
us that “everything is connected.” (LS 91) It is built on the Catholic Social Teachings. As our 
relationship with our divine Creator has been neglected, human relationships have faltered, 
and our world has grown hotter, less stable, and more lifeless. As a result, we all suffer, and 
the poorest and most vulnerable suffer above all. We face a “complex crisis that is both social 
and environmental.” (LS 139) There is hope. Pope Francis calls us to develop a “loving aware-
ness” of this home we share and to act on the values we hold dear. (LS 220). Standing on the 
firm ground of “three fundamental and closely intertwined relationships: with God, with our 
neighbour, and with the Earth itself,” we commit to setting out “on the long path of renewal.” 
(LS 66, 202) We embrace our rightful place in the “order and dynamism” that our Creator 
ordained, and we urgently embark on new ways of living with “creativity and enthusiasm” (LS 
221, 220).

 THE LAUDATO SI’ GOALS
Discerning a response to the ecological crisis is a profound act of care. At this Kairos 

moment, action is needed. The Laudato Si’ Goals guide our actions. Their holistic approach 
supports a spiritual and cultural revolution as we strive for total sustainability in the spirit of 
integral ecology.

1. RESPONSE TO THE CRY OF THE EARTH
The Response to the Cry of the Earth is a call to protect our common home for the wellbeing 

of all, as we equitably address the climate crisis, biodiversity loss, and ecological sustainability. 
Actions could include the adoption of renewable energies and energy sufficiency measures, 
achieving carbon neutrality by lowering our carbon footprint, protecting biodiversity, promot-
ing sustainable agriculture, conserving, and preserving water sources and our use of the finite 
resource.

2. RESPONSE TO THE CRY OF THE POOR
The Response to the Cry of the Poor is a call to promote eco-justice, aware that we are called 

to defend human life from conception to death, and all forms of life on Earth. Actions could 
include projects to promote solidarity, with special attention given to vulnerable groups such 
as indigenous communities, refugees, migrants, and children at risk, analysis and improvement 
of social systems, and social service programmes, and promoting and advocating with local and 
national governments that access to clean water for all and all basic human needs are guaran-
teed. 

3. ECOLOGICAL ECONOMICS
Ecological Economics acknowledges that the economy is a sub-system of human society, which 

itself is embedded within the biosphere – our common home. Actions could include sustainable 
production and consumption, ethical investments, divestment from fossil fuels and divestment 
from any activity harmful to the planet and the people, supporting circular economies, and 
prioritizing care labour and protecting the dignity of workers.

4. ADOPTION OF SUSTAINABLE LIFESTYLES
The Adoption of Sustainable Lifestyles is grounded in the idea of sufficiency and promoting 

sobriety in the use of resources and energy. Actions could include responsible production and 
consumption, reducing waste and recycling, reusing, reducing and adopting sustainable and 
responsible dietary habits (opting for a more plant-based diet and reducing meat consumption), 
greater use of public transport, active mobility (walking, cycling), and avoiding single use items 
(e.g. plastic, etc.). Recognising and promoting the ‘less is more’ quality lifestyle theory of Pope 
Francis LS 222 

To be serenely present to each reality, however small it may be, opens us to much greater 
horizons of understanding and personal fulfilment. Christian spirituality proposes a growth 
marked by moderation and the capacity to be happy with little. It is a return to that simplicity 
which allows us to stop and appreciate the small things, to be grateful for the opportunities 
which life affords us, to be spiritually detached from what we possess, and not to succumb 
to sadness for what we lack. This implies avoiding the dynamic of dominion and the mere 
accumulation of pleasures. Laudato Si’ 222

Inner peace is closely related to care for ecology and for the common good because, lived 
out authentically, it is reflected in a balanced lifestyle together with a capacity for wonder 
which takes us to a deeper understanding of life. Laudato Si’ 225
5. ECOLOGICAL EDUCATION
Ecological Education is about re-thinking and re-designing curricular and institutional reform in 

the spirit of integral ecology in order to foster ecological awareness and transformative action. 
Actions should include ensuring equitable access to education for all and promoting human 
rights, fostering Laudato Si’ themes within the community, encouraging ecological leadership 
(students, teachers), and ecological restoration activities. Ensuring that Laudato Si’ is included 
in the Catholic Social Teachings in the Catechism curriculum is advised in Laudato Si’ verse 175.

6. ECOLOGICAL SPIRITUALITY
Recognising the presence of God in all things, where Jesus Christ links earth to heaven. 

Ecological Spirituality recovers a religious, biblical vision of God’s creation and encourages great-
er contact with the natural world in a spirit of wonder, praise, joy and gratitude acknowledging 
the intrinsic value in all created things. Actions could include promoting creation-centred liturgi-
cal celebrations, developing spiritual ecological catechesis, retreats and formation programmes, 
and praying in nature.

7. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND PARTICIPATORY ACTION
In Laudato Si’ verse 239 we read “Everything is interconnected, and this invites us to develop 

a spirituality of that global solidarity which flows from the mystery of the Trinity. Community 
Engagement and Participatory Action encourage the development of cultures and policies that 
protect our common home and all who share it”. Actions where all stakeholders are included 
in decision-making dialogue, promoting advocacy and developing people’s campaigns, engage-
ment with decision-makers, and encouraging rootedness and a sense of belonging in local com-
munities and neighbourhood ecosystems.

MORE INFORMATION
The initial Laudato Si’ Action Platform launch will be on the Feast of St Francis of Assisi on 4 

October 2021.  Each parish will be personally invited to be the first participants in this first leg of 
this seven year programme. If you would like to find out more about Laudato Si’ and the Laudato 
Si’ Action Platform and existing courses, prayer circles, events (including webinars), activities, and 
action, please contact Bernadette Crewe-Brown bcb.laudatosi@gmail.com or on 082 855 5582.

 The Seasons of the Church seen in the Liturgical Calendar

https://www.humandevelopment.va/en/il-dicastero/motu-proprio.html
https://www.humandevelopment.va/en/il-dicastero/motu-proprio.html
https://laudatosiweek.org/events/
https://catholicclimatemovement.global/cardenal-turkson-y-jane-goodall-inspiran-a-los-catolicos-a-tomar-accion-por-el-cuidado-de-la-biodiversidad-en-news/
https://catholicclimatemovement.global/cardenal-turkson-y-jane-goodall-inspiran-a-los-catolicos-a-tomar-accion-por-el-cuidado-de-la-biodiversidad-en-news/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=491941728901260&ref=watch_permalink
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=491941728901260&ref=watch_permalink
https://radioveritas.co.za/index.php/podcast-list/sermon/5260-berni-crewe-brown-laudato-si-africa-day-tribute-25-may-2021
https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/about/
https://laudatosiweek.org/2021/06/03/pope-francis-vatican-launch-laudato-si-action-platform/
https://laudatosiweek.org/2021/06/03/pope-francis-vatican-launch-laudato-si-action-platform/
https://www.humandevelopment.va/en/news/2021/the-launch-of-the-laudato-si-action-platform.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k9zDXN0LGZU
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Jaimie Poole, a stalwart of 
Catholic Education, passed away 
on 3 June, aged 71. He will always 
be remembered for his outstand-
ing contribution to the Catholic 
Schools’ network

RETREAT,
REST &

RESTORE
 

A RETREAT FOR
COMMUNITY LEADERS,

ACTIVISTS, TEACHERS AND
BUSY ORGANISATIONS

LEADERS. 

10-17 DECEMBER 2021

GET IN TOUCH

Christian Brothers’ Centre: 
 Paradyskloof Road
Stellenbosch 7600 

PO Box 142 Stellenbosch
7599. 

Tel: 021 880 0242.
Cell: +270634461193

Email: 
mwendandende@gmail.com

Cost: R3,900 pp/6 days
         R1,950 pp/3 days

Costs include
accommodation, food and
facilities and facilitation

Once again we find ourselves in a quandary in education. The Department 
of Education is calling for the return of all our Primary School and Special 
School learners by the start of the third quarter 26 July. Very few schools have 
the capacity to bring all our children back whilst maintaining the Covid proto-
cols.  The sad reality is that 90% of our children are only receiving 50% of the 
required teaching time.  Already reference is being made to the ‘lost generation’. 
We are going to have to learn to do things differently in schools if we are to 
save this generation of children from future ruin. On 4 June the Department 
also rolled out its plans to vaccinate to 500 000 strong cohort of education. We 
remain cautiously optimistic. 

Our teachers, children and parents need support, now more than ever. We 
continue to offer spiritual nourishment through virtual prayer and liturgical 
services.  

People are hungering for real meaningful engagement, though. And with this 
in mind, we are offering an opportunity for leaders, teachers and catechists to 
have a retreat between 10 – 17 December. A shorter programme is available.  
Please see the accompanying f lyer and contact evonarebelo@mweb.co.za should 
you be interested. Partial financial support is available upon meeting certain 
criteria. 

Education: What can we do better 
(An excerpt from an article by Tom Bennett, Director and Founder of 

ReseachEd) 
As Covid-19 swept through the world, some areas of our lives more were 

deeply affected than others, one of them being education. Before the 
pandemic, technology had started taking a more prominent place in edu-
cation, and on-line learning was being integrated into the system. When 
Covid-19 struck, schools and tertiary institutions were forced to change 
their models rapidly, migrating to digital options. Soon the talk pivoted 
to blended learning and hybrid solutions, combining in-person and virtual 
classrooms and teaching methods.

“After Covid, I see education 95% snapping back to where it was before, 
because the face-to-face model of education simply cannot be beaten in 
most circumstances. The one benefit of the Covid experience has been 
that people the world over have seen how hard it is to home school chil-
dren, how much blended learning often lacks compared to face-to-face… 
but we have also learned remote learning is not something impossible to 
manage and that where it is useful, we have lost our fear of trying it.”

Bennett has written four books on classroom behaviour and evidence-
informed education: “ideas about how we manage behaviour are still stuck in 
the 19th century, and too many teachers and schools are forced to reinvent the 
wheel every generation instead of building upon what we have found to work 
and improving upon it,”  he explains. 

Lately, we have seen a burgeoning of technology solutions to a myriad of 
questions that Bennett says teachers aren’t asking. “Evidence tells us many 
things that teachers can incorporate into their classrooms with only a little 
effort and with huge dividends: low-stakes retrieval practise (frequent testing) 
secure lesson retention enormously, being aware of cognitive load theory teaches 
us the students need information presented in manageable chunks, and that 
teachers should favour direct instruction with novice learners before allowing 
them too much freedom to drive their own studies. This is especially relevant 
with blended forms of learning, where beginning learners often drown in what 
they don’t know, and might lack motivation and foundational knowledge how 
to drive their own learning at home.”

And finally, how does Bennett see the purpose of education?
“The beauty of education is it has no intrinsic purpose.  We have purposes 

for education.  So when we ask ‘How should we educate? Then we have to first 
ask, ‘What do we think the aim of this education is for?’ Only once we have 

An update 
from the 
Catholic 
Schools 
Office

answered that can we rationally begin to decide what we 
need to do, whether we’re trying to teach the best of what 
has been thought and said, prepare citizens for the future, 
or help children become fully-rounded human beings.”

And this thinking is resonated in Catholic education. 
This is what Pope Francis had to say in his address with 
Catholic school teachers, pupils and parents in 2014.

“Education cannot be neutral. It is either positive or 
negative; either it enriches or it impoverishes; either it 
enables a person to grow or it lessens, even corrupts him. 
The mission of schools is to develop a sense of truth, of 
what is good and beautiful. And this occurs through a 
rich path made up of many ingredients. This is why there 

are so many subjects – because development is the results 
of different elements that act together and stimulate 
intelligence, knowledge, the emotions, the body, and so 
on.”

“If something is true, it is good and beautiful; if it is 
beautiful; it is good and true; if it is good, it is true and it is 
beautiful. And together, these elements enable us to grow 
and help us to love life, even when we are not well, even 
in the midst of many problems. True education enables us 
to love life and opens us to the fullness of life.” (Address 
with Italian school teachers, parents, educators, pupils and 
other workers).

Evona Rebelo

Mary Help of Christians learners are awarded certificates 
for their artwork supporting Health Care Workers.

Michelle Perry’s mother 
proudly receives her vac-

cine. Michelle is the Catholic 
Schools’ Trust Administrator

Holy Cross teachers join the Virtual Catholic Board of Education

St Joseph’s Special School Nursery upgrade

ABOVE: Vuyiswa Lebenya 
(St Mary’s, Nyanga) and 

BELOW: Jerome Pillay (Holy 
Trinity, Elsie’s River) retire 
after many years of service 

to Catholic Education

Mr Moheng takes over the reigns 
at Holy Trinty in its 90th year
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Response
23 June 2021 World Refugee Day 2021

RESPONSES AND DIGESTS
Below are links to various Briefing Papers, Responses and Digests published 
on the CPLO website since the previous edition of the Archdiocesan News. 
Follow up on what interests you the most by clicking on the relevant topic/s 
(in blue) below.

Briefing Papers
•	 COVID-19 and the Green Recovery Approach
•	 The Biden Administration: A New Narrative on Immigration?
•	 The Rights and Welfare of the African Children
•	 The State of the Judiciary
•	 Alcohol: Lessons from Lockdown
Responses:
•	 Leaving Refugees in Limbo by Fr Peter-John
Family Digests:
•	 Bullying in Schools
•	 Pit Latrines and the Rights of the Child
Environment Digests:
•	 Systemic Linkages: Building the Future We want
•	 Powerships
Refugees Digests:
•	 Refugees migrants and displaced persons

Video and Podcast Series
Please click on the image below to listen to these and other podcasts.

Podcast with Letlhogonolo Letshele of My Vote Counts
Podcast with Lawson Naidoo on the Judicial Service Commission 
Webinar: Proposals for a Universal Basic Income Grant
Webinar: The State of the Judiciary
Webinar: The Revised National Waste Management Strategy

CPLO videos can also be viewed on the CPLO YouTube channel.

Rediscover the beauty and inspiration of the Cape 
at the 

 

CHRISTIAN BROTHERS CENTRE, STELLENBOSCH 

for conferences, retreats, & workshops 

 
We offer affordable, versatile & comfortable facilities  

(Uncapped Wifi available around most of the property) 
 

  Adult and Youth Accommodation:   

 26 adult en-suite bedrooms with 2 beds in each, for Single and 
Shared accommodation - self-catering options in bedrooms. 

 Youth Centre - two dormitories with bunk-beds for 24 + 28 young 
people respectively; with supervisors’ en-suit rooms in each dorm. 
Includes activity/meeting rooms, fully equipped self catering kitchen 
& dining facilities.  

 self-catering facilities – or outsourced catering can be arranged.  

  Conferencing, Catering and meeting spaces:  

 Conference, meeting and breakway rooms for groups of about 12 - 
60   people (subject to Covid-19 regulations).  

 Self catering kitchen and dining for groups. 

  Spaces for prayer, reflection, and meditation: 

 Chapel, meditation room, and outdoor reflection spaces. 
 Spacious grounds, braai and youth outdoor facilities. 
 
 

For rates and other information, visit our website at www.cbcentre.co.za 
T: 021-880-0242 / E: cbcstel@gmail.com / Fb: Christian Brothers Centre 

 

Stillness is vital to the world of the soul. If 
as you age you become more still, you will dis-
cover that stillness can be a great companion. 
The fragments of your life will have time to 
unify, and the places where your soul-shelter 
is wounded or broken will have time to knit 
and heal. You will be able to return to 
yourself. In this stillness, you will engage your 
soul. Many people miss out on themselves 
completely as they journey through life. They 
know others, they know places, they know 
skills, they know their work, but tragically, 
they do not know themselves at all. Ageing 
can be a lovely time of ripening when you 
actually meet yourself, indeed maybe for the 
first time. There are beautiful lines from T.S. 
Eliot that say:

‘And the end of all our exploring
Will be to arrive where we started
And know the place for the first time.’

John O’Donohue
Excerpt from his book, Anam Cara.

World Refugee Day was first celebrated globally on 20th 
June 2001, the fiftieth anniversary of the 1951 Convention 
Relating to the Status of Refugees, and it has been cel-
ebrated on the same date annually ever since.

The UN theme for 2021 is ‘Together We Heal, Learn 
and Shine.’ In the second year of the pandemic it is clear 
that the theme seeks to focus on the absolute need for 
refugees to have access to health facilities, to the vaccine, 
and to psychological support. In the same way there is a 
fundamental challenge embedded in the theme at a time 
when the disruption to education generally brought the issue 
of access to education for refugees robustly to the fore. The 
reference to ‘shining’ is clearly a call to be beacons of hope in 
a time when anxiety and fear is a deep reality for everyone, 
and more so for refugees whose hope and confidence in the 
future is fragile at the best of times. The theme is a very 
clear call for greater solidarity, especially given the experi-
ences of the pandemic.

In his speech to mark World Refugee Day, the UN 
Secretary General noted that refugees were affected dispro-
portionately by the pandemic, but were also a formidable 
force as frontline workers in a number of spheres. In com-
menting on the theme for 2021 he said that building a post-
pandemic world could only happen if we stand together, and 
he called for the needs of refugees to be factored into future 
policies on health, education and sport.

The South African Government in its short, almost 
generic-sounding, statement marking the Day recognised 
the resilience and courage of those forced to f lee their 
homes.

In the light of the theme for 2021, it has been noted that 
asylum seekers and refugees are treated as international 
students when it comes to higher education. This is in fact in 
line with a particular jurisprudence attached to the Refugee 
Convention of 1951. Activists have long argued that South 
Africa’s own commitments in terms of the Bill of Rights and 
the Refugee Law of 1998 in fact allow for a more generous 
interpretation and hence easier access to bursaries, scholar-
ships and reductions in fees. It is noted that neither NSFAS 
nor the National Skills Fund are available to refugees and 
asylum seekers.

Of particular interest in the light of the COVID-19 
pandemic and the many calls for a more compassionate, 
caring, welcoming world, an IPSOS survey carried out in 28 
countries, engaging 19 000 adults, and specially designed for 
World Refugee Day in the light of the pandemic, sought to 
ascertain views with regard to refugees. The South African 
responses are very interesting:
•	 When asked whether people escaping war or persecu-

tion should be allowed into another country (including 
South Africa) 71% of South Africans agreed that they 
should, while 24% thought that they should not. It is 
interesting that SA was immediately below the USA, 
where 80% agreed and 20% disagreed.

•	 When asked whether SA should allow more refugees 
into the country especially in the light of the pandemic, 
11% thought that there should be an increase, 30% 
thought that the quotas should remain the same as 
they were before the pandemic, and 53% thought that 
the numbers allowed in should be reduced. Here SA 
was just below the Netherlands, where 11% thought 
that there should be an increase, 44% thought that the 
numbers should remain the same, and 38% thought that 
fewer should be allowed in.

•	 When asked whether they thought that refugees would 
settle into their new country, South Africa, successfully, 
55% thought they would and 32% thought they would 
not. SA was just below Australia, where 57% thought 
they would integrate and 37% thought otherwise.

•	 When asked whether the SA government should spend 
more on refugees due to the pandemic, 13% thought 
that the spending should be increased, 34% thought 
that it should remain the same and 43% thought that it 
should be decreased.

•	 When asked whether they thought that those who 
came into SA as refugees were in fact refugees or had 
maybe come for economic reasons or to take advantage 

of our welfare system, 71% agreed that they were 
not ‘real’ refugees but merely seeking economic and 
welfare advantages, while 27% disagreed with that 
sentiment. Here we came in just below India, where 
72% agreed and 21% disagreed.

•	 When asked whether the country’s borders should 
be closed entirely to refugees on the understanding 
that no more could be admitted into the country at 
this time, 60% agreed with the statement and 37% 
disagreed. Here South Africa was again just below 
India where 69% agreed and 23% disagreed.

It is well known that surveys are subject to many 
nuances, variables, biases and interpretations, so it is 
to be understood that there will be different interpre-
tations around these figures. IPSOS acknowledged 
that the South African sample ref lected a “more 
urban, educated and aff luent group than the general 
population and that the views should be understood as 
ref lecting the more connected segment of the society.” 
Overall the survey found that in most countries 80% 
and upward of those surveyed agreed with the principle 
of seeking refuge from war and persecution in other 
countries, but few were open to letting more refugees 
into their country after the pandemic. Secondly, people 
were reluctant to see their governments spending more 
on refugees around the world due to the pandemic. 
Thirdly, people were divided over whether governments 
should have closed border policies. And finally, there 
was widespread scepticism about the motivations for 
refugees coming into a country.

Whatever considerations need to be taken into account 
when interpreting these survey results, it seems clear that 
this is not a time of unbounded goodwill and openness 
to refugees. Instead, it seems to be a time of scepticism, 
suspicion and parochialism. To an extent this mirrors the 
broader, international trends where populism, narrow 
nationalism and xenophobia are on the rise. It certainly 
does not seem to move towards enhancing and increasing 
the solidarity that is presupposed in the theme for 2021. 
Pope Francis has expressed a very different point of view, 
underlining the need for solidarity in his letter for the 
107th World Day of Prayer for Migrants and Refugees. 
He speaks of “an ever-widening-we”. He writes: “Once 
this health crisis passes, our worst response would be to 
plunge even more deeply into feverish consumerism and 
new forms of egotistic self-preservation. God willing, 
after all this, we will think no longer in terms of ‘them’ 
and ‘those’, but only ‘us’.” This is indeed something to be 
worked towards.

Fr Peter-John Pearson
CPLO Director

http://www.cplo.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/BP-516-Green-Recovery-Approach.pdf
http://www.cplo.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/BP-517-The-Biden-Administration.pdf
http://www.cplo.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/BP-518-The-Rights-and-Welfare-of-the-African-Child.pdf
http://www.cplo.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/BP-519-The-State-of-the-Judiciary.pdf
http://www.cplo.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/BP-520-Alcohol-Lessons-from-the-Lockdown.pdf
http://www.cplo.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Leaving-Refugees-in-Limbo-220421.pdf
http://www.cplo.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Family-Digest-39-Bullying-in-Schools-by-Lois-Law.pdf
http://www.cplo.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Family-Digest-38-Pit-Latrine-Toillets-and-the-Rights-of-the-Child-.pdf
http://www.cplo.org.za/publications/digests/family-digests-2021/
http://www.cplo.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Environment-Digest-21-Systemic-Linkages.pdf
http://www.cplo.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Environment-Digest-24-2021-Powerships.pdf
http://www.cplo.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Refugee-Digest-50.pdf
http://www.cplo.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/My-Vote-Counts.mp3
http://www.cplo.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/cplo_lawson1.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QWwtoHPtkRE&t=1282s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lzzu_mOK0mc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mVcN5fskAaM
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3jmcy2FpnXTjlDfobPisyQ/videos
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Guest House & 
Conference Facility

KOLPING 

Situated in a tranquil garden setting in the centre of Durbanville, 
with pool and braai facilities, we offer both tastefully deco-
rated Bed and Breakfast rooms and Self-Catering units, as 
well as a full English breakfast and dinner by arrangement. 

Conference facilities, wheelchair facilities, within walking 
distance of shops, restaurants, banks and close proximity to 
Catholic Church, tennis courts, golf course and wine route. 

We would like to be your                            
home away from home

CONTACT
Sandy De Villiers

7 Biccard Street Durbanville 7550

Tel +27 21 970 2900. 

Fax +27 21 976 9839

E-mail: info@kolpingguesthouse.co.za

www.kolpingguesthouse.co.za

Theology 
Today

Mgr Andrew Borello

CONGRATULATIONS to the 31 St Clare First Communion candidates who celebrated receiving the 
Holy Eucharist for the first time. 
Congratulations to their par-
ents too. A very big thank you 
to catechists Linda Buckton and 
Nicollette Bahari for walking the 
journey of faith in the foundational 
phase of these little ones. A great 
homily by Fr Job encouraged them 
to remember that today is an 
important day because Jesus has 
come spiritually into their lives. 
A special thanks to all the minis-
tries who contributed to make the 
celebration special under Covid 19 
protocols. May Mary our mother 
and St Clare pray with us to watch 
over and protect you.

When we consider our human-
ity, we often mistakenly look 
upon ourselves as invincible, in 
control, able to achieve great 
things and with infinite possi-
bilities. We do not allow our-
selves to contemplate failure, 
personal limitations or suffering 
and death. Everything is done 
to block these from our con-
sciousness. The reality of our 
humanity is in fact very differ-
ent – we are fragile, vulnerable, 
wounded and we will suffer and 
die and all of this is beyond our 
control. In the face of illness, 
personal sufferings, human loss 
and failure and especially death 
we are at the mercy of forces 
greater than ourselves and 
beyond our control. We so want 
to be in control of our lives and 
yet we are never fully in control. 

In those moments when we 
are confronted by illness, fail-
ure, human tragedy and loss, 
suffering and death, we feel 
compelled to find someone or 
something to blame and God 
is our most convenient scape-
goat. We fire off a barrage of 
questions: Why did God do this 
to me? Surely God could have 
stopped this? Where was God 
when all this was happening? 
Does God even care? How am 
I to serve such a God? Is there 
even a God? The truth is that 
God does not cause cancer or 
Aids, he does not cause car acci-
dents, he does not force death 
on us and he certainly does not 
will earthquakes or tsunamis. 
These are just part of our fragile 
lives, our flawed decisions, the 
mistakes of others and the fact 
that we live on a planet that is in 
continuous flux. 

This releases a further bar-
rage of questions: If God made 
creation a good creation why 
is it flawed? If God meant us to 
have life, why are we so fragile 
and vulnerable to what threat-
ens that life? What is the point 

of God giving us life so that we 
suffer and die? What we need to 
appreciate is that we are part of 
his creation that is in a continu-
ous process of unfolding and 
movement towards the omega 
point. While we were entrusted 
with caring for his creation and 
ensuring that we contributed to 
the process of creation unfold-
ing, we introduced sin through 
our disobedience and our fail-
ure to love God. As this has 
compounded over the ages, 
we have increasingly damaged 
what was given to us to care for 
until we face a planet in peril 
and our lives under threat. And 
then we want to blame God. 
Instead we need to take respon-
sibility both for our failures and 
for doing something about our 
lives and our earth.

So where is God in all of this? 
The Resurrection of Jesus is all 
about God being in the midst 
of the mess of our lives and 
of our earth. Jesus suffered, 
died and rose from the dead to 
redeem us and our earth and, 
as Risen Lord, to empower us 
to move beyond sin so as to 
make sense of what happens to 
us and to take responsibility to 
deal with it. Far from stepping 
in to stop human suffering and 
tragedy, he redeems it. He is 
in the midst of it all, victorious 
and showing us what we might 
be if we would believe in his 
Resurrection and live it. Instead 
we continue to live in our old 
ways and to prove that we have, 
all too often, not believed in 
his Resurrection, while claiming 
that we do believe.

So it is for us once again to 
enter into the experience of the 
Resurrection and contemplate 
what he has achieved so that 
we may believe and may sur-
render to it. Only in this does 
he have the chance to share 
with us the full power of his 
Resurrection.

CPD Training Courses For all other queries please call 
CPD at 021 462 2417.

Please phone closer to the time of the event to check for changes in details, times or venues.

Day Date Time Event Venue
Satf 10 July 10.00-12.00 CFP 4: Bellville, Cathedral, Claremont, Khayelitsha, Maitland, Strand, Westridge via Zoom
Sat 10 July 09.30-13.30 CFP 3 & 4: Paarl via Zoom
Sat 10 July ‘Faithfully fit’ Leadership Training Chancery 
Wed 14 July 19.00 Theology Course: Scripture 3 with Bp Sylvester David OMI via Zoom
Sat 17 July 14.00 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd via Zoom
Wed 21 July 19.00 Theology Course: Scripture 4 with Bp Sylvester David OMI via Zoom
Sat 24 July 10.00-12.00 RCIA Session 4 Newlands
Sun 25 July Young Adults’ Retreat Cathedral TBC
Wed 28 July 19.00 Theology Course: Scripture 5 with Bp Sylvester David OMI via Zoom
Wed 4 August 19.00 Theology Course: Liturgy – the Sacraments 1 with Fr Thomas Plastow SJ via Zoom
Thu 5 August Young Adults’ Theology on tap Copper Club
Wed 11 August 19.00 Theology Course: Liturgy – the Sacraments 2 with Fr Thomas Plastow SJ via Zoom
Sat 14 August 10.00-12.00 CFP 5 at Bellville, Cathedral, Claremont, Khayelitsha, Maitland, Strand, Westridge
Sat 14 August 09.30-13.30 CFP 5 & 6 at Boland College, Paarl
Wed 18 August 19.00 Theology Course: Liturgy – the Sacraments 3 with Fr Thomas Plastow SJ via Zoom
Sat 21 August 14.00 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd via Zoom
Sat 21 August Xhosa Youth Project St Gabriel’s TBC
Wed 25 August 19.00 Theology Course: Liturgy – the Sacraments 4 with Fr Thomas Plastow SJ via Zoom
Sat 28 August 10.00-12.00 RCIA Session 5 Newlands
Wed 1 September Season of Creation Service TBC
Wed 1 September 19.00 Theology Course: Liturgy – the Sacraments 5 with Fr Thomas Plastow SJ via Zoom
Sun 5 September Laudato Si Youth project TBC
Wed 8 September 19.00 Theology Course: Church History 1 with Fr Wim Lindeque via Zoom
Sat 11 September 10.00-12.00 CFP 6 at Bellville, Cathedral, Claremont, Khayelitsha, Maitland, Strand, Westridge
Sat 11 September 09.30-13.30 CFP 7 & 8 at Boland College, Paarl
Wed 15 September 19.00 Theology Course: Church History 2 with Fr Wim Lindeque via Zoom
Wed 18 September 14.00 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd via Zoom
Sat 18 September Empower Conference Italian Club TBC
Wed 22 September 19.00 Theology Course: Church History 3 with Fr Wim Lindeque via Zoom
Fri 24 September Shrine to Shrine Pilgrimage
Sat 25 September 10.00-12.00 RCIA Session 6 Newlands

Since the inception of the Archdiocesan News in 1995 – from its very 
first edition – Monsignor Andrew Borello has written a theology 
column for our newspaper. In cricket parlance, that’s a “century” of 
articles! However, due to retirement and ill health he has decided to 
“hang up his pen”, so to speak. Sadly, this (100th) edition’s Theology  
Today article will be his last. 

However, Fr Zane Godwin, who has succeeded Mgr Borello as the 
Episcopal Vicar for Pastoral Development – and who has also “taken 
up the reigns” of the Theology Course from him – has graciously 
agreed to continue to write for us.

Personally, I am deeply indebted and indeed very grateful to Mgr 
Borello for graciously enduring my pestering for articles over the 
last 26 years. On many occasions a number of people have shared 
with me how much they cherished his deep theological insights and 
probing questions. One person even shared that they specially cut 
out his articles from each edition and collected them in a carefully 
guarded scrapbook, so that they could ponder them again from 
time to time! 

Thank you Mgr Borello for sharing your wisdom and insights with 
us, and for enriching our faith. We are most grateful, indeed! May you 
enjoy a restful and rewarding retirement. – Editor.6 July 2021:  St Joseph – the Husband of Mary (Fr Rui Henriques)

3 August 2021:  St Joseph – the Family Man (Fr Shaun Addinall)
7 September 2021: St Joseph – the Father (Fr Nkululeko Qokolo)
5 October 2021:  St Joseph – Man of Prayer (Fr Sean Cahill OFM Cap)
2 November 2021: St Joseph – Friend in the hour of Death (Fr Mari Jo OCD)
8 December 2021: Conclusion of the Year of St Joseph – with St Joseph 

on the way to Bethlehem (Archbishop Stephen Brislin)

The Archdiocese will be able to join all monthly devotions 
via livestream. Please use the Good Shepherd Catholic Church, 
Bothasig YouTube link. For further information, please contact Fr 
Ivanhoe Allies (Good Shepherd Catholic Church, Bothasig) at 021 558 1412 
or 079 154 6919, or email bothasig@adct.org.za.

Celebrating the Year of St Joseph

mailto:info@kolpingguesthouse.co.za
www.kolpingguesthouse.co.za
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnj6J2Sc_dW058_zPCSA4zw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnj6J2Sc_dW058_zPCSA4zw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnj6J2Sc_dW058_zPCSA4zw
mailto:bothasig@adct.org.za
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The Catechetical Formation 
Programme is an initial train-
ing for Catechists held in 
eight venues throughout the 
Archdiocese of Cape Town. 
The course is also live-streamed 
from St John’s in Maitland.

The pictures, clockwise, show 
catechists at four of these venues:

1. Our Lady of Fatima, Bellville
2. St Kizito’s, Site C Khayelitsha
3. St Mary’s Cathedral, Cape Town 
4. St John Bosco, Westridge

Catechists attend the RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) Course  being held at St Bernard’s in Newlands. This course focuses both on the vision and spirit of the RCIA as 
well as giving practical guidance in material that can be used.

CATECHETICS

The St Clare’s family wish Fr Job a blessed and joyous birthday. May the Lord continue to bless you with health and cover you with grace as you enter this new year. We thank God for his 
protection over you, especially in this time of pandemic. Thank you for your fatherly love as priest and shepherd of our community and for all that you do at St Clare’s. Happy birthday Padre.

ABOVE: Kolping South Africa conducted a Work Opportunity Programme in Malmesbury in co-operation 
with the local Kolping Family. Twenty nine young people completed the programme. On Tuesday 8th June, 
eighteen of them were available to attend the graduation ceremony and all of them were very, very proud 
of their achievements.

LEFT: Pictured with her certificate is Khuthaswa Ndlela who completed the Lifeskills and the Assistant 
Chef Training. Khuthaswa immediately found work at a local food outlet and is now able to earn a living.

FAR LEFT: Nontombi Zenzile is smiling... she says she is now more confident after completing the Life 
Skills training. The Life Skills has helped her tremendously to set goals and focus on her future. She is now 
completing her code 10 drivers licence through Kolping.

Kolping WOP 
Graduation

1 2

34
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When the Famine Strikes
A short story by Fr Ralph de Hahn

A famine is a widespread scarcity of 
food caused by several factors, includ-
ing crop failure, abnormal climatic 
conditions, population unbalance, or 
even poor government policies. This 
phenomenon is usually accompanied, 
or sometimes followed, by regional 
malnutrition, starvation, epidemics 
and increased mortality.

It is almost certain that practically 
every country in the world has, at 
some time in their history, suffered 
the scourge of a severe famine. History 
speaks of numerous famines that have 
hit Europe, India, North Korea, the 
Middle East and Sub-Saharan Africa. 
Famines in the Far East have killed 
millions of people – in 14th century 
China, for example, there were six mil-
lion who died from starvation and in 
the 19th century famine killed at least 
45 million.

This story is taken from the autobi-
ography of Sister Loretta, one of the 
Religious Sisters from a community 
who had this wonderful house in the 
town of Novara, in Northern Italy.

It was a picturesque site at the feet 
of the Italian Alps – with the majestic 
Monte Rosa to the north, the gor-
geous Lake Como to the North-East 
and the great city of Milano way off 
to the East. It was a home for wealthy 
retired couples, providing easy luxuri-
ous living for the aged. The Sisters 
of Divine Providence were offered 
this beautiful property in the 15th 
Century to provide for the ageing 
community, and many of the wealthy 
chose to spend their autumn years 
here. There was no financial burden 
for them, the food was good, the 
accommodation was superb, and the 
Sisters were excellent company. In 
such a home there was no place for 
the poor.

Then the famine struck! All of Europe 
felt the scourge. Thousands died, and 
many more suffered malnutrition and 
starvation. The wealthy discovered 
that their money had no value, and 
one by one they scattered across the 
borders in search of a better life. 

All of Europe was in agony. The 
Sisters could no longer provide that 
good nourishing food they were 
known for, and they themselves were 
weakening in health and service. Their 
staff fled to other pastures and the 
building, once a palace for kings and 
queens, became a shell of hopeless-
ness!

“Sister Superior, our funds are very 
low, and there is no bread available. 
What are we to do?” Sr Loretta was 
weeping before her superior as the 
community gathered in the parlour. 
The sadness and hopelessness was 
tangible. “We must not close; we have 
a mission here; I feel God is speaking 
to us.” 

It was the humble superior who 
spoke softly and caringly. The cold 
silence was prayerful. Sr Benedicta 
aired her view, “We have a fund left 
us by the wealthy, surely times will 
improve and we will be able to buy 

bread and feed the poor in the valley.”
“There is no bread, the money is of 

no value. We just need to surrender to 
the will of God,” came the response 
from Sr Caterina. 

Then spoke the Superior. “We still 
need to help the poor at our gates, 
they have no place to go. See them 
dying before our very eyes.” 

It was a long silence before Sr 
Loretta felt somewhat enlightened 
and whispered, “Have we been faithful 
to our Constitution?”

Sister Superior straightened in her 
huge chair. She gazed at the little sister 
with a questioning gaze and whispered, 
“Sr Loretta, you have been inspired, 
I am sure. Yes, we need to reflect 
once again on our Constitution.” She 
paused, took hold of her rosary beads, 
and slowly, recalling the essence of 
their calling, spoke to the community, 
“We, the Sisters of Divine Providence, 
pledge our lives to the service of 
the poor, trusting not in any human 
resources, but in faith and love. We 
trust in God’s Divine Providence.”

She paused as the tears flowed. 
Something had happened, all the com-
munity felt it – a spirit of repentance, 
a deep spirit of renewal, a glimmer 
of hope. There was a power present 
far stronger than all the wealth and 
money in the world. It was the promise 
of the Saviour. It was the assurance of 
Divine Providence.

That entire night was spent in 
prayer, adoration, and in supplication. 
Whatever the wealthy had left behind 
was buried in the earth. Another day 
before the Eucharist, and another 
night at prayer. 

Then one day a poor family – mom, 
dad and seven children stood at the 
convent door “Sister, did you call? We 
have come for the bread.”

Sr Loretta stood at the door, speech-
less and confused. “But who…?”

Sister Superior came up from behind 
her, eyes red and moist. “Have you 
been sent to us… for bread? The 
starving family members all nodded 
their ‘yes’. Then Sister Superior boldly 
declared, “Sr Loretta go to the pantry 
and bring us the bread.”

The utterly confused but obedient 
Sister moved hesitatingly back to the 
kitchen, to the pantry, and there she 
found a huge bag of loaves – real 
bread! And the family were fed. And 
more families came day after day, 
just after the ringing of the Angelus, 
that hymn of praise and joy which 
rang out throughout the passages of 
that home.

And the bread never ran short. The 
home changed its name to Bethlehem 
– the house of bread, and the ‘Home 
of Divine Providence.’

Street address The Grimley, 14 Tuin Plein (off Hope Street) Cape Town

Visit our new ONLINE shop at 
https://www.catholicbookshop.co.za

For all your Catholic reading, gifts, repository items.
Chalices, pyxes, candles, incense and charcoal, and more.

Join our email mailing list for news of new stock.

P O Box 379
Cape Town 8000
Tel 021 465 5904

sales@catholicbookshop.co.za
WhatsApp: 063 222 2724

The Jesuit Institute, due to the ongoing COVID pan-
demic, will host Winter Living Theology 2021 online. 
Fr Carlos Mendoza-Álvarez OP will offer a series 
of lectures on does God allow suffering? is there 
hope in a time of Pandemic? It is an important and 
relevant question for South Africa today, especially in 
light of the current pandemic.

A week of lectures will be offered from Monday to 
Thursday from 18h30-20h30. This will take place 
from 21-24 June and will be repeated 5-8 July 2021.

Each evening will start with a lecture and there will be 
time for questions and answers. Fr MendozaÁlvarez 
will talk on the following over the four evenings:

1. The global crisis: A look at the planetary crisis 
and systemic violence that afflicts us throughout 
the world, particularly the way in which humans 
have begun to reconstruct the world in their 
image. The Covid-19 pandemic is a severe symp-
tom of the dysfunction of today’s civilization.

2. The resistances against systemic violence: 
Listening to the stories of those who experienced 
violence, we will reflect on the various ways in 
which victims confront evil and their understand-
ing of how this world can change. What practices 
of Good living emerge from this?

3. Seeds of salvation. We will explore the signs 
of hope and the Kingdom of God in the history 
of suffering, in a theological and spiritual key to 
strengthen our experience of God revealed in 
Jesus, “taking the crucified peoples from the 
Cross”.

4. Reimagining the powerless church: The seeds 
of salvation in this broken history of humanity 
and the planet will give us the direction to imag-
ine the Church as a network of communities in 
resistance and hope to receive with joy the gift of 
God’s abundant love.

We ask that you pass this information on to the reli-
gious communities and people of your parish.

COST: R1500 per person for the four evenings.  
DISCOUNT: Subscribe to our mailing list to 
receive a 20% discount coupon.  
BURSARY: Partial bursaries are available on 
application at admin@jesuitinstitute.org.za

TO BOOK OR FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:
Online on our website: www.jesuitinstitute.org.za 
Or, contact Ursula admin@jesuitinstitute.org.za or 
011 482 4237 (Office hours)

ABOUT THE SPEAKER:

Carlos Mendoza-Álvarez is 
a Dominican priest from 
Mexico. He is a profes-
sor and researcher in the 
Department of Religious 
Studies at Iberoamericana 
University in Mexico City, 
and is currently teach-
ing at Boston College, 
Massachusetts.

He obtained his doctoral degree at University of 
Fribourg, Switzerland. The topic of his disserta-
tion (later published) was Christian revelation in 
dialogue with modernity. The foundational ele-
ments of the theological aesthetics. Fr Mendoza 
has published widely in specialised journals and 
has authored seven books.

In the last few years, Fr Mendoza had been 
accompanying people whose loved ones have 
disappeared in kidnappings in Mexico. This has 
led him to work and reflect on the question of 
suffering, resistance and hope in a time of global 
violence and now, the Covid-19 pandemic.

CONGRATS: Congratulations to St Clare’s Catechetical Team on renewing their commitment to this minis-
try on Sunday 1 March 2021. Wishing and blessing them were parish priest Fr Job and Dcn Joseph. Together 
with their co-ordinator Mr Anthony Kashorte they have performed a great task in tough times. We thank 
them for their unfailing commitment in being disciples of the faith. May St Clare’s pray with you.

https://www.catholicbookshop.co.za
mailto:sales@catholicbookshop.co.za
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For information about St Joseph’s Home you can phone +27 21 934 0352, email resourcedevelopment@stjosephshome.org.za, 
visit our website www.stjosephshome.org.za or our Facebook page FaceBook.com/stjosephshome

The 12th of May is the birthday of the 
famous Florence Nightingale. Aptly, 
it is also International Nurses day, 
which we celebrated in full swing at St 
Joseph’s.  As a token of appreciation, 
our Therapy Department organised a 
lunch for our nursing staff – celebrat-
ing their commitment, compassion 
and care. Our nurses are at the core 
of the work that we do at SJH and our 

children love them. 
Nurses deserve great respect and 

appreciation – not only because of 
their profession, but also because 
of their character and passion for 
working with children. They were 
slso treated to a dance performance 
by the girls from the Freesia ward, 
and a song from the little ones of 
the crèche.

Lunch lovingly prepared by colleagues from the Therapy Department

Our therapy team is vital to the rehabilitation of patients at St Joseph’s and to the 
holistic care that we provide. It is through therapy that children learn to regain 
their mobility and ability to do day-to-day tasks. On 6th April we celebrated 
Physical Day outside on the lawn – moving, dancing (and laughing) to the rhythm 
of lively music, and with the guidance of our physiotherapists. Staff got away from 
their desks a bit, enjoying the fresh air and the benefits of moving.

APRIL BIRTHDAYS: April is a busy birthday month 
at St Joseph’s, with many autumn babies! Magda 
Pretorius from the Resource Department celebrated 
her 65th birthday. Magda has been at St Joseph’s for 
over 10 years and fills an important role as support 
to both the CEO and the Resource Department. Here 
she is enjoying gifts and treats from her colleagues.

Baby R was 13 weeks old when he was admitted to St 
Joseph’s Children’s Home towards the end of 2020. When 
he was born, a lack of oxygen resulted in brain damage 
and this affected his ability to swallow. He therefore had a 
tube placed through his nose down to his stomach to help 
him get the milk that he needed to grow. The muscles and 
valves involved in keeping the milk down in his stomach 
were also affected and as a result he has severe ref lux which 
caused all his milk to ref lux out almost immediately as he 
was fed. Despite receiving medication to help control the 
ref lux, he struggled to grow and put on weight. 

The clinical teams between his tertiary hospitals and St 
Joseph’s were concerned about Baby R’s failure to thrive 

and together they were able to reposition his feeding tube 
when it dislodged, supply continuous feeds from a feeding 
pump when needed, and to supply high calorie feeds to 
achieve the first weight goal of 5kg. This weight achieve-
ment was crucial, because it would allow him to be at a safe 
weight to receive a percutaneous endoscopic gastrostomy 
(PEG) which is needed for long term tube feeding. Once 
he achieved his first weight target, Baby R continued to 
thrive under the care of the nursing team at St Joseph’s 
where he received small volumes of milk every two hours. 

He was approved for surgery and received his PEG early 
in April 2021. He will be discharged and reunited with his 
loving family within the next few days.

OUR JOYFUL PLAY PARK: An aerial photograph of our play park, which was completed in March 2021

A STORY OF HOPE: BABY R

Celebrating 
International Nurses Day

Freesia girls showcasing their dance talent

Moira with the crèche waiting to perform a 
song for the celebration of Nurses Day

Fresh air, good music and exercises led by one of our therapy team members

PHYSICAL DAY

Caring for little ones 
includes a lot of nappies!
Every year St Joseph’s runs a Happy Nappy Drive to help  
cover the cost of changing over 500 nappies a day. There 
are various ways in which you can support the little ones 
and help them get the comfort and care they deserve. 
Donations can be made safely and securely via the web-
site www.stjosephshome.org.za , you can order nappies 
at Clicks and select it to be delivered to: St Joseph’s, 40 
Pallotti Rd, Montana, 7490 – or alternatively we also 
welcome in-kind donations of nappies.

Stellenberg Gardens 
Virtual Tour 2021
Get a chance to view the most magnificent garden in 
South Africa – from the comfort of your own home! St 
Joseph’s is grateful to Andrew and Sandy Ovenstone’s 
support in raising funds through the Garden Tour.

Give me a
gentle hug
Give me a
gentle hug

mailto:resourcedevelopment@stjosephshome.org.za
www.stjosephshome.org.za
FaceBook.com/stjosephshome
http://stjosephshome.org.za
https://clicks.co.za/mom-and-baby/nappies-wipes-and-accessories/c/OH200014?q=%3Arelevance%3Acategory%3AOH300069
https://www.givengain.com/cc/stellenberg-gardens-virtual-tour2021/
https://www.givengain.com/cc/stellenberg-gardens-virtual-tour2021/

