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Great joy as Cape Town welcomes newly ordained Priests
On Friday 24 June 2022 (Feast of the Sacred Heart), Fr Emanuel Karengi and Fr Diego Arias 
Sobalvarro were ordained to the Priesthood by Archbishop Stephen Brislin at at Our Lady Help of 
Christians Church, Lansdowne. Fathers Emanuel and Diego completed their studies for the priest-
hood at the Redemptoris Mater Seminary in Rondebosch. Fr Diego will stay on at St Gabriel’s, 
Gugulethu and Fr Emanuel has been appointed to the parish of St Nicholas, Stellenbosch

Archbishop Brislin celebrated the 
Mass to mark the closing of 

the first phase of the Synod in the 
Archdiocese in St Mary’s Cathedral 
on Saturday, 25 June, the Feast of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary.

Integral to the celebration was the 
presentation of the reports, from each 
of the parishes, to the Archbishop by 
the chairperson of the Archdiocesan 
Pastoral council, Mr Luzuko Tseku.

After extensive consideration as to 
how to present the reports, a most 
novel approach was adopted in having 
all the reports loaded onto a f lash 
drive so the Archbishop has all the 
reports at his fingertips.

At the same time, it was recognized 
that the work of the Synod, already 
done in the Archdiocese, needs to 
continue. 

To this end, the Archbishop pre-
sented Mr Tseku with an Exhortation 
to be passed on to all parishes and 
pastoral councils in the Archdiocese. 
In the Exhortation the Archbishop 
encourages us all to live synodality, 
and for pastoral councils to work on the 
outcomes of the Listening Circles for 
the life of the parish community. This 
means not only working on the voices 
already heard, but also continuing the 
process of listening, even to the extent 
of continuing Listening Circles.

It remains for all the parish 
responses to be collated into a single 
document which will be sent from 
the Archdiocese to the Bishops’ 
Conference. This will be done by a 
team, headed by Ms Alison Dunn, 

Living Synodality: In the Listening Phase many different voices 
were heard in the listening circles. Those voices have expressed dif-
fering experiences of our journeying together as Church.
By listening to one another we have also heard what the Spirit is 
saying to us.
In each parish, responses have been collected, and it is now for the 
Parish Pastoral Council to begin working through these in order 
to address what has been heard both from the participants in the 
parish and from the Holy Spirit. 
In time the collated responses will also be made available to parish-
es and Parish Pastoral Councils.

Being Synodal: Wherever possible we need 
to embody synodality. This means becoming 
communion, in which every member is en-
couraged and given the opportunity to par-
ticipate in the life of the Church for the real-
ization of her mission.

Synodal Listening: As part of the Listening Phase we have been drawn into a process of synodality, through the listening circles.
The Church of her very essence is synodal, which means that she listens to all her members and to all those who have 

encountered the Church in their Journey of Life.
In this way she is able to listen ever more attentively to the Spirit and to discover what the Spirit is asking of her.

An Exhortation for a Synodal Church
Communion – Participation – Mission

Acts 15: 1-12

Celebrating the Grace of Participating 
in the Listening Phase of the Synod

It is for each parishioner to familiarize themselves with the contents of 
the Exhortation, as it is vital for the on-going realization of the Synod.

Archbishop Brislin presents the 
Exhortation to Mr Luzuko Tseku, 
chairperson of the Archdiocesan 
Pastoral Council at the closing of 
the Synod Mass

On 25 March this year, Archbishop Stephen Brislin 
promulgated the new statutes for Parish Pastoral Councils 
in the Archdiocese of Cape Town. These new statutes 
replace the previous statutes from 25 July 2019. The most 
obvious question is: what is new about these statutes? The 
following are key points:

These new statutes take into account the 2019 
Pastoral Plan of the Southern African Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference (SACBC) and equip parishes to implement 
the pastoral plan and prioritize the Church’s mission 
to evangelise and envisage the parish as an evangelising 
unit. The statutes also ref lect updated language, particu-
larly in the area of catechetical instruction, the RCIA and 
faith formation, and incorporate the necessary elements 
of the Child Safeguarding Policy of the Archdiocese of 
Cape Town.

The focus of the new statutes is on the PPC as a team of 
leaders, who while also acting as a consultative, decision-
making body, are responsible for leading portfolio teams. 
An example of this would be the Liturgy portfolio which 
would be represented on the PPC by a person who is also 
the leader of the Liturgical Committee in the parish.

In the statutes themselves, we are reminded that 
the PPC is a forum for the effective participation of 
clergy and laity in the mission of the parish which is 
the mission of the Church, and that the PPC is to be 
considered an instrument for furthering the mission of 
the Church and the 2019 Pastoral Plan of the Southern 
African Bishops’ Conference (SACBC). Essentially, the 
PPC is to be concerned with the mission of the Church, 
of fulf illing in the context of parish life, the Great 
Commission (Matthew 28:19-20) and the great com-
mands (Matthew 22:37-39). The PPC exercises a shared 
responsibility for evangelisation in the Church, and the 

making of disciples. 
The new PPC Statutes propose an organisational struc-

ture which clearly sets out the main portfolios (roles) 
necessary to achieve its mission, and individuals and teams 
need to be allocated clear responsibilities around these 
portfolios. These portfolios are as follows: Evangelization; 
Faith Formation; Parish Community Development; 
Marriage and Family; Youth; Community Engagement; 
and Liturgy. The Centre for Pastoral Development in the 
Archdiocese is being structured to give support to parishes 
in terms of these seven portfolios.

The statutes propose that nominations of candidates for 
the PPCs be, as far as possible, for specific portfolios. The 
portfolio nominations will inform the deciding on portfo-
lio leaders among the members of the newly elected PPCs.

The Centre for Pastoral Development has created a PPC 
Leadership Training Programme with the new statutes in 
mind, to assist new PPCs.

The new Statutes are available for download on the 
Archdiocesan website https://adct.org.za under the 
“Parishes” tab. Or click HERE. 

The following timeline is suggested for these PPC 
Statutes, especially as they pertain to PPC elections this 
year: June – July: Period of educating parishioners about 
parish leadership. Middle to end of July: Nomination 
process in parishes. August – September: Publishing of 
nominations in parishes. Beginning of October: Parish 
Pastoral Council elections in parishes. Middle to end of 
October: First PPC meetings to elect office-bearers. 5 
November: APC meeting for all new PPC chairpersons.

It is hoped that these new statutes will invigorate and 
inspire vision in parishes at the tail end of the pandemic.

Fr Zane Godwin
Vicar for Pastoral Development

New Parish Pastoral Council Statutes 
and the Upcoming Elections

using a method of weighting the 
responses which will give greater 
importance to issues ref lected most 
often and less importance to a single 
response from a parish.

It is for us to always remember that 
a synod is not just about outcomes and 
producing documents but rather the 
deepening of the life of the Church 
in living the Gospel in Communion, 
Participation and Mission.

Many gathered for tea after the Mass in the Cathedral parish hall

http://adct.org.za
www.facebook.com/archdiocesecapetown
https://adct.org.za/synod-2021-2023/
https://adct.org.za
https://adct.org.za/parish-pastoral-council-statutes-2022/
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We were so blessed to be able to celebrate YOUTH DAY MASS on 16 June with 
Archbishop Stephen Brislin and so many youth and young adult representatives from our 
various parishes. The celebrations continued with fun activities that concluded with our 
young people sharing their experience of synodality in listening circles. To think last year we 
were only allowed 50 people, we look forward to next year when everyone can celebrate 
together again without restrictions!
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Alice Turner
1946-2022

Jim Kavanagh
1939-2022

An eight week Life in the Spirit 
Seminar was held by Fr Nkululeko 
Qokolo at Our Lady of Fatima 
Church, Bellville beginning on 5th 
March 2022. I would like to share my 
personal experience of this Seminar. 

When I made the decision to attend 
the Life in the Spirit Seminar, I did 
not anticipate what would happen. 
When I began attending the talks I 
felt rather low, and somehow discon-
nected in my faith and in my relation-
ship with God, all due to the Covid 
19 pandemic. However, I listened to 
the feedback given by those who were 
participating the Seminar, and most 
of them said that it came at the right 
time in their lives, when they were 
struggling with their relationship 
with God. Some said they attended 
the seminar to search for God’s love 
and to have a deeper understanding 
on who God is in their lives. 

During the eight weeks Fr 

Nkululeko spoke on the topics of 
God’s Love, Salvation, the Gift of the 
Holy Spirit, New Life, Growth and 
Transformation. His input inspired me 
to feel that I am one with God, that I 
understand more about my faith, and 
appreciate that I am on a spiritual jour-
ney. I began to understand that on this 
journey I am not alone, and that God 
will always be with me. I am reminded 
of this in the Book of Joshua 1:5 when 
God said that “I will not leave you nor 
forsake you.”

After being part of the Seminar I 
can proudly say that I have grown in 
my faith and no longer doubt God’s 
love. I can also proudly say that I now 
have the strength and confidence to 
defend my Catholic faith, and also 
have an urge to learn more and more 
about it. I am an introvert by nature 
and I do not engage easily with other 
people, especially those with whom 
I am not familiar, but being part of 

the Life in the Spirit Seminar has 
help me ask questions and has helped 
me to engage more. I am grateful for 
the opportunity that I had to do it 
and it has made me realize that I can 
stand up confidently to talk about my 
relationship with God and my faith. I 
feel I am now a better person who has 
learned to love more, and wholeheart-
edly appreciate my faith.

I feel that I have grown. I feel 
encouraged, happy, and – most 
importantly – feel uplifted after 
being very down. And it is all thanks 
to the wonderful experience I had 
being part of the Seminar. A word of 
encouragement to all those who did 
not have an opportunity this time 
to be part of the Life in the Spirit 
Seminar – when the opportunity 
comes for the next seminar, don’t 
hesitate to grab the opportunity. You 
will not regret it. 

Mrs Liso Mbobosi

Surprised by the Holy Spirit

May they rest in peace
Staff at the Chancery remember with great fondness two of their longtime col-
leagues who passed away earlier this year. Both Alice Turner and Jim Kavanagh 
worked at the Chancery for many years – Alice as a member of the hospitalilty 
and cleaning staff, and Jim as resident caretaker and general handyman. Alice 
was on the Chancery staff for 29 years, retiring in July 2009, and Jim for 21 
years, retiring in August 2015.

Alice served under Cardinal McCann and Archbishops Stephen Naidoo, 
Lawrence Henry and Stephen Brislin. When she retired she passed on the baton 
to her daughter-in-law, Theresa, who is still a member of staff at the Chancery. 
Sadly, her husband died in February 2021 and her son (tragically) in October of 
the same year. She died at home after a brief illness on 27 March 2022.

Before becoming caretaker at the Chancery, Jim worked in the printing 
industry for many years. He was a handyman of note, and was always willing to 
help. No task was beyond his ability. Jim enjoyed running and cycling and was 
the proud owner of hundreds of medals and certificates for his achievements. As 
a member of the Knights of da Gama he very generously spent many years doing 
unsung charity work. He retired to the Brown and Annie Lawrence Home in 
Pinelands in 2015. He died on 16 March 2022.

May God reward them for the good they have done in their lives, and may 
they rest in peace.

INTERFAITH DIALOGUE: Left to Right: Archbishop Stephen Brislin, Imam Rashied Omar, 
Bishop Sylvester David OMI, Moulana Sayed Haider, and Rev. Edwin Arrison met at Claremont 
Main Road Mosque to discuss issues of peace and dialogue.  

CARMELITE VISIT: Carmelite superior Fr George Santhumayor 
OCD (centre) from India paid Archbishop Stephen Brislin a visit. 
Flanking him, from left to right, are Fr Anthony Stephen OCD, Fr Mari 
Joe OCD, Archbishop Stephen Brislin and Fr Arvin Tauro from Benoni 
in the Archdiocese of Johannesburg.

Our Mission Team has been running Youth Sessions and Day Retreats for a few 
of our Catholic School and parish youth and Confirmation groups. 

Together with presenters Nicole and Shaun Jordan, we also led a unique 
workshop introducing the Theology of the Body for the Youth of St Raphael’s 
in Khayelitsha.

If you would like our Mission Team to run a youth/ young adults’ event for 
your group, please contact us at youthchaplaincy@gmail.com!

Youth Mission Team

Click on the above image to download our updated directory, FREE!

mailto:youthchaplaincy@gmail.com
https://adct.org.za/2022-archdiocesan-directory/
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Deacons’ Recommitment Mass
The deacons of the Archdiocese of 

Cape Town gathered for a recommit-
ment Mass at Our Lady of Fatima 
Church, Bellville at 3pm on Sunday 
1 May 2022, celebrated by Bishop 
Sylvester David. During the course 
of the liturgy, the aspirant deacons 
took part in the Rite of Admission 
to Candidacy for Holy Orders. The 
body of deacons of the Archdiocese 
was well represented, and joined by 
their wives and family members. The 
deacons individually recommitted 
themselves to service and ministry 
within the Archdiocese before the 
bishop, who prayed over them. The 
Bishop’s homily reminded not only 
the deacons, but everyone present, 
that where you find the mission of the 
Church you find Christ, and where you 
find Christ you find the mission of the 
Church. They are one; you can’t separate 
the two.

So it was that the deacons recom-
mitted their lives to mission and to 
everything the diaconate stands for. 
As is more than clear in the texts of 

Interested in the 
Permanent Diaconate?
For those men interested in find-
ing out more about a vocation 
to the Permanent Diaconate 
you are encouraged to attend 
discernment sessions on the 
first Saturday of every month 
at St Martin de Porres Parish, 
Lavistown from 09.00 to 11.00.
Who to contact for the 
Discernment Sessions:
Those who wish to participate in 
these discernment sessions can 
contact Deacon Rodney Williams 
(082 467 7963 or rodneynwil-
liams@telkomsa.net), or Deacon 
Mario da Costa (082 395 8772 
dacostam@mweb.co.za), or 
Deacon Terry Okkers (082 825 
5094 terryokkers@telkomsa.net). 
Diaconate application
process:
• Applications for the permanent 

diaconate formation programme 
in the Archdiocese of Cape 
Town closed on 30 April 2022.

• Those who wish to apply 
need to request an application 
form from Fr Zane Godwin 
at fr.zane@adct.org.za

• The three-year theology 
course hosted by the Centre 
for Pastoral Development is a 
pre-requisite for applications.

The Diaconate – commitment 
to a life of service and ministry

the New Testament, recommitment to 
the diaconate is not pledging oneself 
to a particular job in the Church. 
Instead, it’s a renewal of what is set 
down in Scripture, i.e. a recommit-
ment to service and not to status. 
The ministry of the diaconate goes 
back to the opening moments of the 
Church when, in Acts 6:1-6 we find 
the Apostles appointing seven dea-
cons, thereby establishing the order of 
deacons, whose immediate role was to 
support the Apostles by looking after 
the needs of the early Christian com-
munity. The deacons present at the 
Mass in Bellville were recommitting 
themselves to the three key biblical 
functions of the diaconate: the proc-
lamation of the Gospel; the service of 
the liturgy; and the administration of 
charitable works.

Promotion of the Diaconate
The Second Vatican Council in the 

document Lumen Gentium (Light of 
the Nations) allowed for the possibil-
ity of the permanent diaconate; how-
ever, it took a number of years after 
Vatican II before the restoration of the 

permanent diaconate was complete. 
This restoration essentially invited 
a return to an ancient discipline of 
service to others and a rediscovery of a 
significant and unique ministry within 
the Catholic Church. 

The Order of Deacons can be 
understood through Lumen Gentium 
29, which states: At a lower level of the 
hierarchy are deacons, upon whom hands 
are imposed ‘not unto the priesthood, but 
unto a ministry of service’. For strength-
ened by sacramental grace, in communion 
with the bishop and his group of priests 
they serve in the diaconate of the liturgy, 
of the word, and of charity to the people 
of God.

Rite of Admission to Candidacy
Six of the men at the recommit-

ment Mass, including myself, are 
aspirant deacons, meaning that we 
are on the path to be being ordained 
to the permanent diaconate in the 
Church. During the Mass, in the Rite 
of admission to candidacy for Holy 
Orders, we accepted the call to the 
ministry of deacon and we resolved 
to complete our preparation so that 
in due time, through Holy Orders, 
we would be ready to assume minis-
try within the Church. We further 
resolved to prepare ourselves in mind 
and spirit to give faithful service to 
Christ the Lord and his Body, the 
Church. Bishop Sylvester concluded 
the rite with the following words of 
encouragement, “The Church accepts 
your resolve with joy and may God 
who has begun the good work in you 
bring it to fulfillment”.

 Discernment process
The discernment process has been 

ongoing since we first voiced our 
intent to follow what we believed to 
be a calling to the diaconate, and the 
discernment certainly doesn’t stop at 
the call to candidacy. It’s a road we 

choose to walk when we first hear 
that call to “follow me”, a path that 
is prayerful and spiritual, not without 
questions and not without people who 
will shape and form our ministry of 
service. 

Tim Challies says that discernment 
is: “A process of prayerful reflection which 
leads to the understanding of God’s call. 
It involves listening to God in all the 
ways that God communicates with us: 
in prayer, in the Scriptures, through 
the Church and the world, in personal 
experience, and in other people.” So 
discernment is a time of prayerful 
ref lection which leads us to under-
stand God’s call for us, and with it 
comes an awareness that God speaks 
to us in various ways, that is, through 
daily prayer, the reading of scripture, 
but also through our families and 
the communities in which we find 
ourselves. 

Conclusion
Psalm 37:5-6, invites us to com-

mit your way to the Lord; trust that 
God will act, and make your integrity 
shine like the dawn, your vindication 
like noonday. As deacons and aspirant 
deacons we have a unique identity and 
calling that must be embraced and 
protected with integrity and truth: 
above all, the gift of the ministry of 
deacon must be equally dedicated 
to the ministry of liturgy, word and 
charity.

Deacons’ Recommitment Mass and Call to Candidacy

Aspirant deacons, from left to right: James Haupt, 
Khanyo Mngomeni, Joseph Lee, Denver Simpson, 

Sebastian Dowling, Shawn Lotters)

Caritas Cape Town (CCT) was established by 
Archbishop Stephen Brislin in November 2020 with the 
aim of co-ordinating social outreach activities within the 
Archdiocese of Cape Town. 

Although primarily focused on parish-based initiatives, 
CCT is also aware that one of the Church’s greatest 
treasures is the Catholic social action which takes 
place locally by many social outreach and development 
organisations within the Archdiocese. The lives which are 
changed by the work undertaken by these organisations is 
often on a greater scale than we realise. As Pope Emeritus 
Benedict XVI said, “Charity is the principal driving force 
behind the authentic development of every person and of all 
humanity”. 

In recognition of this work CCT wanted to ensure that 
its mandate extended to bringing together all of these 
wonderful organizations so that they could get to know 
each other better, collaborate, discuss opportunities to 
work together and attend workshops on topics relevant 
to those in the social development field. As it says in 
Ecclesiastes 4:9 “Two are better than one because they have a 
good return for their labour”.

This newly formed ‘Social Development Group 
Network’ was proud to hold its third meeting on 5 May 
which was kindly hosted by Fr Stefan Hippler at the new 
HOPE Centre in Delft. The presentation was given by 
Natalie McAskill of Project 90 by 2030, a social and 
environmental justice organisation, and focused on the 
topical subject of how to better manage electricity in times 
of mounting energy costs.  The HOPE Centre itself is a 
beacon of light in the Delft community which strives to 
improve the quality of life of children, youth and families 
affected by HIV, social challenges and related conditions 
and assists them to reach their full potential. 

The photograph shows Fr Stefan and some of the 
members of the Social Development Group Network 
representing Caring Network; Kolping SA; St Kizito’s 
Children’s Programme; Mater Domini; NOAH; 
Rural Development Support Program; Justice & Peace 
Commission and St Joseph’s Home for Chronically Ill 
Children.

As a way to live ‘Caritas’ and show our support for our 

brothers and sisters in need in KwaZulu Natal, the Board 
of CCT recently made financial donations to both the 
Diocese of Mariannhill and the Archdiocese of Durban 
to assist the victims of the recent devastating KZN floods. 

We are keenly aware however that as we head into the 
winter months, local disasters are likely to hit our own 
province in the form of winter floods and we need to 
prepare for the devastation they bring.

We would therefore appeal to parishioners who would 
like to make a financial donation to this appeal to mark it 
“Disaster Relief”. The bank details for CCT as are follows:

Name: Caritas Cape Town
Standard Bank
Account No. 270960759
Branch: Thibault Square (Code 020909)
Reference: “Disaster Relief”
For those who are unable to make a financial donation 

we want to extend to parishes an appeal to collect any 
unwanted clothes and household items that could be 
collected in your parish. These can be collected from you 
by CCT, sorted, stored and distributed from the CCT 
headquarters at 146 Lawrence Road, Athlone. We would 
suggest that the items typically most needed by households 
following disasters are second hand (in reasonable 
condition) items such as: Blankets; bed linen; pots; pans; 
cutlery; mattresses; dishes; plastic containers; clothes 
(adult & children); school uniforms.

If you would like to know more about Caritas Cape 
Town or the work we do, please feel free to contact us at:

Fr Paul Taylor (CCT Chairperson) 
chairperson@caritas.capetown or 072 592 3472
Aisling Foley (CCT Co-ordinator) 
coordinator@caritas.capetown or 069 126 4841
Eugene Jackson (CCT Operations Officer) 
operations@caritas.capetown or 069 127 4091

Reaching out to those in need

Fr Stefan Hippler and some of the members of the Social Development Group 
Network at the new HOPE Centre in Delft

This picture of an average Sunday assembly at Sacred Heart Church, St 
Helena Island was taken on Ascension Sunday 2022. Parish priest, Fr 
David Musgrave ISch reports that in 2018 the congregation was just five, 
including himself. Fr David is the former parish priest of Our Lady of the 
Visitation parish in Constantia

mailto:rodneynwilliams@telkomsa.net
mailto:rodneynwilliams@telkomsa.net
mailto:dacostam@mweb.co.za
mailto:terryokkers@telkomsa.net
mailto:fr.zane@adct.org.za
mailto:chairperson@caritas.capetown
mailto:coordinator@caritas.capetown
mailto:operations@caritas.capetown
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Over the past two years, offenders 
incarcerated at various correctional 
facilities have struggled emotionally 
and psychologically because family 
visits and all rehabilitation programs 
were cancelled to prevent the spread 
of the Covid 19 pandemic.

However, from the start of 2022, 
Prison Care and Support Network 
(PCSN) spiritual workers have 
been allowed into prisons to pro-
vide spiritual counselling services to 
offenders. In addition, our restorative 
justice (RJ) teams have conducted 
two RJ programs.

The RJ program is a ten-day pro-
gram spread across a calendar month. 
This program is faith-based, i.e par-
ticipants from different Christian 
denominations attend, and on our 
last program three Muslim brothers 
attended. The focus is on the victim, 
the offender, and the community. 
The participants explored: who they 
are; crime and its consequences; 
harm and damage to relationships; 
and forgiveness.

The first program took place at 
Helderstroom correctional facil-
ity situated approximately 1,5 hours 
from Cape Town. A total of 32 
offenders successfully completed 
the RJ program. The climax of the 
RJ program is the Family Offender 
Mediation Day (FOMD) which was 
held on 5 March 2022. It was a 
blessed day as many families and 
offenders could share their hurt and 
disappointment, and much forgive-
ness and reconciliation occurred. 

The second program took place 
at Pollsmoor correctional facility. A 
total of nine offenders participated. 
The FOMD day was held on 12 
March 2022. Again, the FOMD day 
was successful as offenders and their 
families were reconciled.

For the rest of 2022, our 15 spirit-
ual workers will visit offenders at the 
various correctional facilities every 
week, and the plan is to conduct 
another four RJ programs. 

Please continue praying and sup-
porting the prison ministry finan-
cially and consider volunteering for 
this vital ministry in the Church. 
Please contact our office at 021 531 
0550 if you want to volunteer as a 
spiritual worker or RJ facilitator. 

Nathanael Siljeur
Chairperson PCSN

Restorative Justice program 
brings reconciliation and healing

PCSN Volunteer Leader Sophia Absolon addressing the offenders and 
families on the topic of forgiveness

Nathanael Siljeur Introducing RJ 
and FOMD

Tony dos Santos (PCSN Board 
member) giving his testimony

Reconciliation between offender 
and a family member

The joy of witnessing the fami-
lies reconciling. RJ facilitators 
Nonkosi Kaleni and Denise Losper

Mr Sodlala (DCS Snr Section Manager), Nathanael Siljeur (PCSN 
Chairperson) Nonkosi Kaleni (RJ Facilitator), Sophia Absolon (PCSN 
Volunteer Leader), Ms Malema (DCS Spiritual care moral development 
co-ordinator), Antonius Spek (PCSN Board member & RJ facilitator), 
Denise Losper (RJ facilitator), Agnes Julie (RJ facilitator) Jason Poole 
(RJ facilitator), DCS official.

LEFT: On 15th May the Inauguration and Commissioning of the mem-
bers of the Women’s Group of St Catherine of Siena parish in Kleinvlei 
took place. During the ceremony the members resolved to be fully 
dedicated by living a life of prayer and true membership, being faithful 
to the days of meeting, practising the charism of devotion of adoring 
Jesus in the Holy Eucharist during Holy Hour, and abiding by the code 
of conduct guiding the group.

The parish priest, Fr Emmanuel Okika blessed the women saying: 
“May you follow the examples of Mary, the Mother of God and St 
Catherine of Siena who is your patron saint, and all the holy women of 
God who led a life of love and service to God and mankind.

INSET: The Woman’s Group Executive pictured with Fr Emmanuel 
Okika: Co-ordinator – Jeanette Horn, Secretary – Alicia Brown, 
Treasurer – Celeste English

St Catherine’s 
Women’s 
Group

In the chapel of the Missionaries 
of Charity, close to the crucifix 
on the sanctuary wall, a notice 
is pasted quoting some of the 
last words of Jesus. It simply 
says “I thirst”. Those words 
always make a deep impact on 
us when we hear them read 
during the Reading of the 
Passion on Good Friday. Jesus, 
dying on the Cross, says simply 
“I thirst” (Jn 19:28).

These words resonated in the 
deep spirituality of “Mother 
Teresa” – St Teresa of Calcutta 
– who said that all of her Sisters, 
the Missionaries of Charity 
(MC), should regard those 
words as being  addressed to 
each of them personally. She 
said: “We have these words 
in every chapel of the MCs to 
remind us what a MC is here 
for:  to quench the thirst of 
Jesus for souls, for love, for 
kindness, for compassion, for 
delicate love.” 

In the month of June we 
celebrate the Solemnity of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus and 
traditionally the whole month 
of June is dedicated to Jesus’ 
Sacred Heart. Jesus’ heart, 
wounded on the Cross not only 
physically but also through the 
betrayal, ignorance and indif-
ference of his followers, is a 
heart that overflows with love 
and compassion, even for those 
who betrayed and killed him. It 
is the source of the living waters 
offered to us by God, the source 
of grace and redemption, the 
source of physical and spiritual 
healing – in the words of St 
Peter “By his wounds you have 
been healed” (1 Peter 2:24). 

Jesus’ heart is a heart that is 
continually wounded through 
the wounds of those who suffer 
in the world, those who cry out 
“I thirst” – thirsting for healing, 
for relief from pain, for libera-
tion from poverty, loneliness 
and from the indifference of 
their neighbours. We quench 
the thirst of Jesus when we 
lift the burdens of suffering 
from the shoulders of so many, 
most especially the lonely and 
unloved. Our own “wounds” 
– spiritual or otherwise – can 
enable us to empathise and 
“feel” the pain of others, and so 
we go beyond self-absorption 
to the generosity of compassion 
and solidarity.

Pope Pius XII wrote in his 
encyclical On Devotion to the 
Sacred Heart (Haurietis Aquas): 
“The Heart of Christ is over-
flowing with love both human 
and divine and rich with the 
treasure of all graces which 
our Redeemer acquired by His 
life, sufferings and death. It is, 
therefore, the enduring source 
of that charity which His Spirit 
pours forth on all the members 
of His Mystical Body.” 

Not only must we turn to the 
heart of Jesus for the source 
of all grace and compassion, 
but we must imitate the Sacred 
Heart that we too may become 
“wounded healers”. We thank 
you Lord Jesus Christ for the 
forgiving and merciful love that 
pours from your heart.

+ Stephen Brislin
Archbishop of Cape Town

mailto:publications@adct.org.za
http://adct.org.za
www.facebook.com/archdiocesecapetown
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From 
the 

BOOK

CATECHETICS

The Mass of the Neophytes, cel-
ebrated this year in the Cathedral 
on 20 May 2022, is a celebration for 
all those who were initiated into the 
Church at Easter. 

The last time they gathered in 
the Cathedral with the Archbishop 
was for the Rite of Election, where 
the Archbishop declared them 
to be “The Elect”. At the Rite of 
Election, they were found worthy 
to be received into the Church 
at Easter, where they would cel-
ebrate the Sacraments of Baptism, 
Confirmation and Eucharist. 

At this celebration, the Mass of 
the Neophytes, they returned to the 
Cathedral, as the newly initiated, to 
give thanks to God for the many bless-
ings received on their Journey of Faith.

Celebrating the Mass 
of the Neophytes

Preparing to take up the symbols as 
part of the entrance processionSome of the Neophytes at the Mass

Symbols beneath the altar 
that made up the focus for the 
Mass: a candle reminding us of 
Christ; symols representing the 
Sacraments of Initiation; and a 
Book of the Gospels

ABOVE LEFT, L-R: Fr Zane Godwin 
(EV for Pastoral Development), 
Archbishop Stephen Brislin, Fr 
Dominic Helmboldt (administra-
tor of St Mary’s Cathedral
RIGHT: After Communion the 
Archbishop invited the neophytes 
to come forward to introduce 
themselves

Sometimes the mere familiarity of the 
biblical story can prevent us from look-
ing too deeply into the text. One thinks 
of the Cain and Abel story, or the story 
of Jonah and the whale. For this reflec-
tion I want to use a familiar story from 
the NT.

Zacchaeus: A Symbol of Conversion
Luke 19:1 He entered Jericho and 
was going through the town 2 and 
suddenly a man whose name was 
Zacchaeus made his appearance; he 
was one of the senior tax collectors 
and a wealthy man. 3 He kept trying 
to see which Jesus was, but he was 
too short and could not see him for 
the crowd; 4 so he ran ahead and 
climbed a sycamore tree to catch a 
glimpse of Jesus who was to pass 
that way. 5 When Jesus reached 
the spot he looked up and spoke to 
him, ‘Zacchaeus, come down. Hurry, 
because I am to stay at your house 
today.’ 6 And he hurried down and 
welcomed him joyfully. 7 They all 
complained when they saw what was 
happening. ‘He has gone to stay at 
a sinner’s house,’ they said. 8 But 
Zacchaeus stood his ground and said 
to the Lord, ‘Look, sir, I am going to 
give half my property to the poor, 
and if I have cheated anybody I will 
pay him back four times the amount.’ 
9 And Jesus said to him, ‘Today salva-
tion has come to this house, because 
this man too is a son of Abraham; 10 
for the Son of man has come to seek 
out and save what was lost.’
Zacchaeus, a name which means 

“cleansed”, saw Jesus when he was 
on top of the sycamore (fig-mulberry) 
tree. Where do we see Jesus?

• In prayer
• Eucharist
• Studying the WORD
What comprises our sycamore tree?
Zacchaeus rose above the crowds. 

Majority opinion did not affect him. 
This is how Jesus found him. The 
crowds wanted to see the miracle.  
Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus (Greek 
text clear on this). This man has a 
pagan occupation and Jesus recognises 
him as a son of Abraham and salvation 
comes to his house and as proof of his 
conversion he makes restitution (cf. Ex 
21:37).

Obstacles
Like so many of us, Zacchaeus 

encountered obstacles in his wanting 
to see Jesus. He was short. That was 
his obstacle – a short man surrounded 
by giants. What is it that makes me 
“short” and unable to see Christ?
• Failure to celebrate achievement? 

This is a failure to see hand of God 
at work enabling us. It is failure to 
thank God for his grace.

• Failing to persevere and to go the 
extra mile – in other words, failing to 
climb the tree?

• Failure to receive the challenge – 
personal challenge and the chal-
lenge of obedience? Challenge calls 
me out of myself. God’s grace is 
sufficient for each challenge but I 
must be prepared to leave my com-
fort zone. I must be able to give in 
order to receive. I cannot expect the 
parish, or the community to love me 
if you do not love the parish and the 
community.

• Failure to forgive i.e. failure to let go? 

One of the most useless emotions is 
resentment. When we fail to forgive 
those who hurt us then they still 
have power over us. One needs a 
radical honesty for this. When I live 
the life of forgiveness then I become 
open to God’s working in me.
Attitude of Zacchaeus:

• He makes haste. This is the start of 
his formation. He came down from 
the tree and found himself on the 
road to Jerusalem. The man who 
came down from the tree is different 
to the man who went up. The tree 
now becomes a symbol of the past, 
of security, of old perspectives, of 
old ways of life, (check out the story 
of the five monkeys HERE), etc.

• Back to Zacchaeus; he welcomes 
Jesus with joy. The joy that Jesus 
gives is different (cf. Jn 15). The 
Greek text says that Jesus REMAINS 
in his house. This is in the infinitive. 
There is a lasting presence in the life 
of this man.
Vowed life: Obedience
Zacchaeus obeyed the voice of Jesus. 

He came down with haste and received 
Jesus joyfully. Part of me has to change. 
I must leave the security of the tree. I 
must climb down (think of the example 
of a cat – the more insecure it becomes 
the more it climbs). The biblical word 
for coming down is “katabasis”. It is 
the opposite of pride. Obedience is 
an exercise in humility. Zacchaeus 
changed. Tax collectors usually took. 
Now he pledged to give. This about 
turn is the OT word for conversion.

Poverty or sharing: “Poor Church 
for the Poor” (Pope Francis)

Zacchaeus promises to give to the 
poor. This is what Jesus asked of the 
rich young man in Mk 10. The life of 
poverty recognises in a radical way 
that all I have belongs to God. I am 
merely the steward. I must respect 
the intention of the donor and the 
donor is God who demands a radi-
cal sharing (remember the difference 
between God’s bread and the bread 
of Pharaoh). The idea is to empty the 
self for the greater glory of God. But 
it is difficult to let go. There is the 
story of the drinker who looked at his 
misery and lamented. He went into his 
store room where he saw hundreds 
of empty bottles. He starts smashing 
the bottles one by one saying to each 
one – you’ve destroyed my family, my 
home, my career, my job, my prop-
erty, my social life, etc. Suddenly he 
comes to a bottle that felt a bit heavy. 
There was something in it. He puts 
that bottle aside saying: ‘Now you 
don’t get mixed up in all this. I will 
attend to you later’. Yes! It is rather 
difficult to let go of things.

And so we climb the tree so as to see 
Jesus more clearly as it were. We spend 
time looking at him and then we have 
to come down in order to follow him. 
Let us thank God for the opportunities 
we have and let us pray that we may 
have the ability to change as Zacchaeus 
did. After all the man who came down 
from the tree was different to the man 
who went up the tree.

+Bishop Sylvester David OMI
Auxiliary Bishop of Cape Town

On Saturday 26th March, Fr Emmanuel Okika, the 
Diocesan Praeses for Kolping in Cape Town facilitated a 
session on the Synod with Kolping members from Delft, 
Langa, Kleinvlei and Kraaifontein. It was an interactive 
session which started with input on what a Synod is. 
Kolping members were divided in groups and each group 
had to ref lect on the three questions of: What inspires 
and animates you about your Catholic faith? What disap-
points, wounds or disillusions you? Where in particular is 
the spirit calling for growth and change in our thinking 
and practices. Fr Emmanuel explained that the discus-
sions are not about responding and giving answers to 
what people are sharing, but about listening deeply with 
the aim of understanding what the person is sharing. The 
common theme emerging from the discussions were the 
importance of  the Youth and Family Life.

Kolping SA workshop the Synod

https://intersol.ca/news/organizational-culture-and-the-5-monkeys-experiment/
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Final Profession of Jennifer Fleischmann
On 21st March Jennifer Fleischmann made her Final Profession in the Little Company of Anawim (above left). The 

Holy Mass, celebrated by Archbishop Stephen Brislin took place at Good Shepherd parish in Bothasig. The priests 
concelebrating were Fr Ivanhoe (the Chaplain for the Little Company) together with Frs Mari Jo and Fr Baiju. During 
the celebration four new members were accepted into the Little Company: Cecilia Kobus, Mary Prag, Susan Cornelius 
and Angeline Carolus (above right). The celebration was followed by some lovely refreshments in the parish centre.

LITTLE COMPANY OF ANAWIM

First Meeting after Lockdown
The Little Company of Anawim had their first physical meeting after the 

Lockdown on Saturday 4th June at Good Shepherd parish in Bothasig. Due 
to the long gap since the last meeting (Covid 19 lockdown claimed two years 
and several months), all members were invited to share the joy of the return and 
anything from the experience of communal, sacramental and personal depriva-
tion during this period. There was a wonderful array of stories and recollections 
which showed the ever-present Holy Spirit providing all that was needed to 
grow spiritually. The establishment of four solid group families within the 
Company was perhaps the best development out of this isolation. Mother of 
Mercy in Vredenberg, St Teresa of Avila in Kleinvlei, Mother of Perpetual Help 
in Grassy Park and Our Lady of Mount Carmel in Table View have continued 
to provide full coverage for all members to meet and share if only by telephonic 
or message connecting.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY FR WIM: Fr Wim Lindeque, parish priest of St 
Nicholas, Stellenbosch turned 60 on 10th June. We celebrated his 
milestone on Sunday, 12th June at St Mark’s Church, Ida’s Valley. 
His biggest surprise was when his mom and sister joined him for the 
occasion. Submitted by Dehlia Fernandez.

20 Young Mothers 
Graduate from 
Kolping SPARK 
Programme
On 27th May 2022, 20 young mothers graduated from 
Kolping’s SPARK programme at Holy Trinity Church, 
Matroosfontein.  This programme consists of Life Skills, 
Parenting Skills and Vocational Training.  During the 
programme the mothers grow their self-confidence and self-
esteem, they learn positive parenting skills, how to discipline 
with love and respect and how to set boundaries for their 
children.  They also gain a valuable Vocational Skill, e.g. 
hairdressing, assistant chef, which give them a chance for 
gainful employment. All in all the programme gives the 
young mothers an opportunity to take their lives into their 
hands and make something beautiful out of it.

We thank Fr Bibin Martin MSFS for welcoming us into 
his parish and for assisting with the graduation.

Birthday of Sr Cecilia
As part of the meeting, the mem-

bers were very happy and filled with 
joy in celebrating the upcoming 
birthday of the leader of the Little 
Company of Anawim, Sr Cecilia 
Bailey. Each member expressed her 
birthday wishes after which Sr Cecilia 
thanked everyone and a delicious cake 
was enjoyed by all.

Fr Richard Menatsi (former secretary general of the SACBC) and Fr 
Walter Nyatsanza (from Masvingo Diocese, and former secretary gen-
eral of the Zimbabwe Bishops’ Conference) paid Archbishop Stephen 
Brislin a courtesy visit.
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Winter Living 
Theology 2022
Winter Living Theology (WLT) has not taken place in-person since the advent 
of the Covid pandemic. However, this year, the Jesuit Institute South Africa 
will again host WLT. The theme of this year’s series is Searching for Meaning. 
The wisdom of Thomas Merton for our times. Franciscan friar, Fr Daniel 
Horan, will be in Southern Africa to present the series.

Thomas Merton was one of the most inf luential Christian writers of the 
last century. In many ways he revived monastic life with the publication of 
his autobiography Seven Storey Mountain which sold like wildfire. But, more 
importantly, Merton’s commentary on contemplative life, politics, non-violence, 
the nuclear threat, the church and racism read as if it was written for our context 
today. 

Jesuit father, Russell Pollitt, interviewed Fr Horan ahead of his visit in July/
August 2022. Below is an excerpt from that interview.

Can Merton still teach us something today?
In addition to his timeless contributions to Christian spirituality and contem-

plation, his social justice writings – especially on non-violence and racism – are 
resources that are still under-appreciated and may serve us well today.

What will you be covering at WLT and what do you hope the 
benefit will be for people in Southern Africa?

The overarching focus of this year’s WLT theme is to engage Merton’s life, 
thought, and legacy with an eye toward how he might assist us in addressing 
the pressing issues of our time in church and society. Among these key issues 
are non-violence and peace-making, interreligious and ecumenical dialogue, 
environmental justice, and systemic racism.

I hope that those already familiar with some of Merton’s writings will grow 
deeper in their appreciation for his relevance and insight, while also being 
introduced to some of his lesser-known texts and commentary. For those who 
know little about or are entirely new to Merton, I hope they will find a new 
spiritual companion and source of inspiration that helps all spiritual seekers 
bridge a contemplation with action, prayer and practice, and justice and peace.

The WLT lecture series will take place in Cape Town from 19-21 July (at 
St Francis Xavier Seminary, Athlone), Durban 26-28 July, Eswatini 30 July, 
Johannesburg 2-4 August and in Botswana on 10 August.

To register or for more information please contact the Jesuit Institute wlt@
jesuitinstitute.org.za or call 011 482 4237. You can register on our website: 
https://www.jesuitinstitute.org.za/winter-living-theology/

BETTY’S BAY CHURCH CONSECRATED: On 27 April 2022, Arch-
bishop Stephen Brislin consecrated the re-built church of Our Lady 
of Montserrat in Betty’s Bay. The original church was razed to the 
ground in a devastating veld fire in 2019. Above is the video of the 
consecration liturgy.

NEW APC EXECUTIVE APPOINTED
The new Archdiocesan Pastoral Council (APC) executive committee was elected at the recently 
held APC meeting at Langa parish on 4 June 2022. The APC Exco members, who will serve for 
the next three years are Luzuko Tseku, Bernadette Ross, Harlend Felix and Brandon Paulse.

They will be joined on the APC Exco by two priests, who will be elected from the college of 
Deans, together with Archbishop Stephen Brislin and Bishop Sylvester David OMI.

A sincere thank you to all Priests, Religious, Deacons, PPC chairpersons, PPC representatives, 
members of various Catholic organisations and the CPD team, who attended this very fruitful 
meeting. Sincere thanks and gratitude to Fr Charles Prince, the parish priest of Langa for his 
generosity in hosting the meeting at his parish.

Left to right above are: Ms Bernadette Ross, Bishop Sylvester David OMI, Mr Luzuko Tseku, 
Archbishop Stephen Brislin, Mr Brandon Paulse and Mr Harlend Felix. In front is Ms Kelly 
Shikwambana (outgoing member of the APC Exco).

ABOVE: Attendees at the APC meeting. The APC meeting 
agenda also covered an update on the Archdiocesan Synod 
Process, the new PPC Statutes, a leadership input for PPCs by 
Nick Bickell, and the Archbishop’s address to the APC.

mailto:wlt@jesuitinstitute.org.za
mailto:wlt@jesuitinstitute.org.za
https://www.jesuitinstitute.org.za/winter
https://www.jesuitinstitute.org.za/winter-living-theology/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1r_NUKGV8r61GM7qKQhHPIc2XdlJXnMQz/view
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Ocean View celebrate their Golden Jubilee
The community of St Andrew’s, Ocean View celebrated their 
parish Golden Jubilee on 1 May 2022. Archbishop Stephen 
Brislin was the principal celebrant, and the Mass was con-
celebrated by Prelate Fr Vincent Matemmel and Fr Sebastian 
Pettapuzha O Praem. 

The jubilee celebration had to be postponed due to the restictions 
imposed by the coronavirus pandemic, the original date being 
September 2020. The church was opened on 7 September 2020.

Time was taken to remember the various events and milestones 
in the life of the parish. It was a remembering with deep thanks-
giving for the wonders and blessings that God had worked in the 
community of St Andrew’s.

As part of the celebration Archbishop Brislin blessed the par-
ish garden of remembrance.

Ms Lorraine Jarman, Parish Secretary of Our Lady of the Assumption 
Parish Milnerton / Brooklyn, was presented with the Benemerenti Medal 
by Archbishop Stephen Brislin at a Mass on 15 June 2022. 

Lorraine immersed herself in her parish community and made 
herself available wherever an opportunity arose. Amongst her many 
achievements, she was instrumental in starting the CWL in the parish; 
she helped launch RENEW; and helped organise outreaches to Seniors 
in Brooklyn and Milnerton. Whilst serving on the Catholicare board 
she helped bring various projects to fruition. Photos: Janine Breeze.

A well deserved award to two 
of Cape Town’s finest
The Benemerenti Medal is a medal awarded by the Pope to members of  
the  clergy and laity for service to the Church. Originally established as 
an award for soldiers in the Papal Army, it is now a civil decoration but 
may still be awarded to members of the Pontifical Swiss Guards. 

The current version of the Benemerenti medal was designed by Pope 

Paul VI. The medal is a gold Greek Cross depicting Christ with his hand 
raised in blessing. On the left arm of the cross is the tiara and crossed 
keys, symbols of the papacy. On the right arm is the coat of arms of our 
present pope, Pope Francis The medal is suspended from a yellow and 
white ribbon, the colours of the papacy.

Sister Edith Papen, a retired nursing sister at Nazareth House, was 
presented with the Benemerenti medal by Archbishop Stephen Brislin at a 
Mass at Nazareth House chapel on 22 June 2022. 

She has, since the opening of the Archbishop Lawrence Henry Priests’ 
Retirement Centre in 2009 until the end of March 2020 when South Africa 
went into lockdown level 5, devoted herself to taking special care of the 
retired priests of the Archdiocese of Cape Town resident in the Centre. 

She has a deep faith which manifests itself in reaching out to anyone 
in any sort of need. Photos: Tony Serafin and Graham Wilson

“My Lord God, I have no idea 
where I am going. I do not 

see the road ahead of me. I 
cannot know for certain where 

it will end. Nor do I really 
know myself, and the fact 

that I think that I am follow-
ing your will does not mean 
that I am actually doing so. 

But I believe that the desire 
to please you does in fact 

please you. And I hope I have 
that desire in all that I am 

doing. I hope that I will never 
do anything apart from that 

desire. And I know that if I do 
this you will lead me by the 

right road though I may know 
nothing about it. Therefore 

will I trust you always though 
I may seem to be lost and in 
the shadow of death. I will 

not fear, for you are ever with 
me, and you will never leave 
me to face my perils alone.” 

Thomas Merton, 
Thoughts in Solitude



ARCHDIOCESAN NEWS
April-June 2022 10

Theology 
Today

Fr Zane Godwin

The Salesian Institute in Green Point, 
Cape Town, has as its prime mission 
to educate and evangelize disadvan-
taged young people and to prepare 
them, as Don Bosco always encour-
aged, to become “good Christians 
and honest citizens”. The Institute 
has done this for 125 years, through 
various programmes, adapting to the 
needs of the times. Currently it hosts 
four distinct projects.

One of these is the school called 
Learn to Live. It has a capacity for 
240 learners between the ages of 14 
and 18, and while it does not follow 
the normal high school curriculum 
leading to a matric certificate, as a 
recognised School of Skills it offers 
a four-year programme for teenag-
ers which enables them to enter the 
‘ job-market’ when they complete their 
formation at ‘L2L’.

The school is partially funded 
by the Western Cape Education 
Department, and the rest by sponsor-
ships, so that no learner pays any fees. 

Registrations for 2023 are open, 
and although we welcome learners 
of all faiths, we would like to attract 
more applications from teens who are 
part of the Archdiocesan network of 
parishes. 

Vacancies on our staff also arise 
every now and then. If you are a quali-
fied teacher we invite you to submit 
your CV for consideration, in the 
event that a vacancy needs to be filled. 

Visit our website at www.salesian-
youth.org and write to frfrancois@
salesianyouth.org.za 

A Catholic school that 
charges no fees!

www.rachelsvineyard.co.za

If regret over an 
abortion is part 
of your life, you 
are not alone.

We care.

We can help.

I pray that all who 
participate in Rachel’s 
Vineyard with the long-
ing to be free and to be 
healed by Jesus, may 
find Him, the source of 
true joy, peace and love, 
and allow God to resore 
them to wholeness and 
happiness. I am pray-
ing much for you. God 
bless you. – Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta

Archbishop Stephen Brislin received a delegation from the Ukrainian 
community on 14 May 2022, with a view to the possibility of a 
Ukrainian Chaplaincy in the Archdiocese of Cape Town. From left to 
right, Ms Dzvinka Kachur, Fr Stepan Lylyk, Archbishop Stephen Brislin 
and Ms Olesya Matviyas

The recent easing of the Covid-
19 restrictions gives opportunity 
to focus on real parish renewal. 
The way is now clear to embark 
on concrete plans to build up 
our parish communities. It is no 
secret that the pandemic has had 
an enormous impact on parish 
life, and the numbers of people 
attending weekly Mass and being 
involved in parish activities has 
dropped considerably.

Parish leadership will need to 
earnestly engage in programmes 
of parish renewal. It is oppor-
tune that this time coincides with 
the creation of new leadership 
structures in parishes with the 
upcoming Parish Pastoral Council 
elections in October this year. 
This gives opportunity for cast-
ing a fresh vision for revitalised 
Catholic parishes.

A good exercise for current 
active parishioners and parish 
leaders would be to prayerfully 
imagine and vision what they 
would like their parishes to be 
and look like. Perhaps we could 
hope that some of the following 
elements would be part of that 
vision: family-like relationships 
and connections; a unity and 
togetherness that crosses the 
usual social boundaries; an invit-
ing and welcoming community; 
and a parish filled with active, 
engaged disciples of Jesus, who 
are on mission to the rest of 
the community and the outside 
world.

Perhaps parish leaders could 
actively engage their fellow 
parishioners to express what 
their dream would be for their 
parish, what they would like to 
see and experience; and then be 
invited to consider how they can 
be part of a renewed vision of 
what it means to be a parish com-
munity? Isn’t this what synodality 
is all about?

This kind of vision could then 
be strategically implemented 
through concrete initiatives. We 
have an opportunity now to do 
something new. Any use of the 
language of getting back to how 
we were before Covid, would 
mean a missed opportunity for 
new life and new expressions.

The quote from the United 
States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops document, Salt and Light, 
on parishes, can be a good yard-
stick for our own expressions of 
parish life, and perhaps inspire 
us in the renewal of our parishes: 

The parish is where the Church 
lives. Parishes are communities 
of faith, of action, and of hope. 
They are where the Gospel is 
proclaimed and celebrated, 
where believers are formed 
and sent to renew the earth. 
Parishes are the home of the 
Christian community; they 
are the heart of our Church. 
Parishes are the place where 
God’s people meet Jesus in 
word and sacrament and come 
in touch with the source of the 
Church’s life. (USCBC, Salt and 
Light, p1)
Pope Francis has many inspir-

ing things to say about parishes, 
such as the following from The 
Joy of the Gospel:

In all its activities the parish 
encourages and trains its mem-
bers to be evangelizers. It is 
a community of communities, 
a sanctuary where the thirsty 
come to drink in the midst of 
their journey, and a centre of 
constant missionary outreach. 
(Evangeli Gaudium #28)
At the heart of parish renewal 

there will need to be a prioritising 
of evangelization. This focus is 
also reflected in the new Pastoral 
Council Statutes promulgated by 
Archbishop Stephen Brislin on 25 
March this year. 

Perhaps we can all take inspira-
tion from – and make our starting 
point as we engage in the renewal 
of our parishes – the invitation of 
Pope Francis during his homily at 
the first Easter Vigil after his elec-
tion as pope: “Let the risen Jesus 
enter your life, welcome him as 
a friend, with trust: he is life! If 
up till now you have kept him at 
a distance, step forward. He will 
receive you with open arms. If 
you have been indifferent, take a 
risk: you won’t be disappointed. 
If following him seems difficult, 
don’t be afraid, trust him, be 
confident that he is close to you, 
he is with you and he will give you 
the peace you are looking for and 
the strength to live as he would 
have you do.” (Holy Saturday, 30 
March 2013)

www.salesianyouth.org
www.salesianyouth.org
mailto:frfrancois@salesianyouth.org.za
mailto:frfrancois@salesianyouth.org.za
www.rachelsvineyard.co.za
http://www.rachelsvineyard.co.za
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An update 
from the 
Catholic 
Schools 
Office

“There could be no keener revelation of a society’s 
soul than the way in which it treats its children” – 
Nelson Mandela.
A happy, industrious atmosphere prevails in our 
Catholic schools, where our children feel safe and 
loved, and our teachers display care and commit-
ment in their daily work. This quarter has seen the 
much-needed return to a more normal school life 
for our pupils, with the re-commencement of both 
sporting and cultural activities, thus enhancing 
their everyday school experiences. While many large 
gatherings are still curtailed, the opportunity to cel-
ebrate Assemblies, Masses and Para-liturgies within 
smaller groups has been a welcome opportunity for 
our schools to embrace the spiritual aspect of school 
life, especially during the beautiful and meaningful 
seasons of Lent and Easter.
Friday 6 May saw the celebration of our annual 
Matric Mass, hosted by Springfield Convent 
School. Bishop Sylvester David celebrated with 340 
matric pupils from our seven Catholic senior schools. 
Despite the rainy weather which necessitated a move 
from outdoors into the school hall, it was a moving 
and inspiring celebration of the culmination of the 
school life of these pupils, many of whom have been 
in Catholic education since they began their school-
ing thirteen years ago. A special blessing from the 
Bishop for the success in their upcoming examina-
tions was much appreciated by our Matric pupils. We 
wish them God’s richest blessings as they complete 
their last six months at school.
After a two-year break from gatherings, the Catholic 
Schools’ Office has been able to resume training, and 
this quarter concentrated on two important aspects 
of school life: Child Safeguarding and Catholic 
School Ethos and Identity. Training sessions hap-
pened for all our schools both in the Archdiocese 
of Cape Town and in the Diocese of Oudtshoorn. 
The commitment to keeping our children safe and 
upholding the Catholic tradition and charism of 
each school is evident and of the utmost importance 
within our school communities. 
We were very pleased to enrol thirty-five teachers 
from our schools in the Echoing the Word course this 
year. This is a course comprising eight modules spe-
cifically designed for teachers in Catholic schools, to 
deepen their own theological knowledge as well as 
enhance their teaching of Religious Education. We 
held the first of two intense sessions of two days each 
in mid-May, with participants staying overnight at 
the Christian Brothers’ Centre in Stellenbosch. The 
participants engaged well with the material and were 
enriched by the experience. A further session will 
happen at the end of July in Stellenbosch.
There is great excitement amongst our pupils as 
we prepare for three important events happening 
within the next three months: Choir Festivals in 
August, and the Sharing our Faith Quiz and the 
Sports Festival in September. We hope to report on 
these with photographs in the next edition of this 
publication.
We thank God for all the good work happening in 
our Catholic schools, where the authentic face of 
Jesus is present to all who work and learn there, and 
we pray that we may continue to live out these words 
of Sister Kathy Gaylor, written in our document 
on Catholic school Ethos, entitled Signs of God’s 
Presence: “Our schools are themselves to be signs 
of God’s presence: lights in our world, salt in our 
experience, bread to the hungry, a hand to the 
marginalized. Just as our faith cannot be taken for 
granted, so neither can our identity as Catholic 
schools.”
Alison Dunn
Ethos Support Officer

LEFT: Religious 
Education 
Co-ordinators 
Forum meeting 
held at St Michael’s, 
Rondebosch 
church hall

BELOW: Principals’ 
Forum meeting 
held at St Michael’s, 
Rondebosch

Diocese of Oudtshoorn Schools’ meeting held at St Blaise in Mossel Bay

Echoing the Word group work

Echoing the Word training session at CBC, Stellenbosch

ABOVE: Entrance procession at the Matric Mass, 
celebrated by Bishop Sylvester David OMI and 

hosted by Springfield; BELOW: Candles presented 
to the Matric classes at the annual Matric Mass

Holy Cross Maitland students visit Robben Island

Ethos Training workshop at St 
Dominic’s House, Wittebome
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CHRISTIAN BROTHERS CENTRE 
STELLENBOSCH 

For conferences, retreats, workshops, 
vacations 

Come and experience the beauty and 
tranquillity of Stellenbosch. 

Conference Spaces for adults and youth – 
meeting rooms, dining and kitchen 
facilities. 
 
Indoor prayer, meditation and reflection 
spaces. 
 
Outdoor activity and reflection areas, as 
well as braai and leisure facilities 
 
Accommodation for up to 50 adults in a 
variety of small units. Youth 
accommodation in dormitories for 50. 
 

Day groups, weekend and midweek 
groups and individuals are all welcome.  

Self - Catering available. 
 
Contact Joan Armstrong 082 940 3137  

for bookings. 
 

   

 

Marriage Encounter Weekend 2022
WHERE: Durbanville Catholic Church - Parish Hall
WHEN: 25 & 26 June 2022 (Sleep out)

WHERE: Christian Brothers' Centre, Stellenbosch
WHEN: 7 & 9 October 2022 (Sleep in)

WHY: Because YOU as a Married Couple Deserve this GIFT that 

keeps on giving to you and all who know you.

HOW: Book Now by contacting Graham or Patuele Maart

Email: pemaart@distell.co.za or graham.maart@gmail.com 

Cell No: 084 5023 805 – 076 9303818
Book Soon as spaces are limited in adhering to 

Social Distancing and Covid 19 Protocols.

We believe LOVE is the Dream that gives meaning to the 

life of every person.

We believe every person is A GIFT to this world beyond 

his or her flaws and failures.

We believe everyone has the ability to CHOOSE a better 

way despite their difficulties.

We believe in LISTENING, in welcoming the other and in 

respect beyond disagreements.

We believe in TRUST as a value that builds authentic 

interpersonal relationships.

WE believe in RECONCILIATION, in the possibility of 

correcting mistakes and healing wounds.

Thriving Together
#Live your best life in LOVE
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For readers who are not familiar with our Movement, we 
are a Catholic parish-based Movement who work with 
orphaned and vulnerable children in the Archdiocese 
of Cape Town. Currently we have parish-based groups 
working in the areas of Fish Hoek, Gugulethu, Khayelitsha, 
Kleinvlei, Lentgeur, Nyanga, Northpine and Rocklands. All 
these groups are run by dedicated volunteers/members 
who willingly give of their time and love. 

Our Fish Hoek group has held two meetings this 
year, with all in attendance indicating that it was a joy to 
be able to meet in person and share stories. This group 
has adopted two children’s homes in the community of 
Masiphumelele in Fish Hoek.  They will be assisting them 
with various needs. They have already given each home a 
huge food hamper and each volunteer is in the process of 
knitting a custom design sized jersey for each child. 

This group will be hosting a Synod meeting on Saturday 
7th May from 4 pm to 5.20 pm. Be sure to diarise the date 
and RSVP to the office on 021 782 2880 or via email at 
info@stkizito.org.za.

They will also be hosting an evening meeting on Thursday 
19th May from 6.30 to 7.30 pm for anyone who would like 
to join but cannot attend morning meetings. They would 
love to have your presence.  Both events will take place in 
the parish centre of St John the Evangelist Catholic Church, 
2 Sixth Avenue, Fish Hoek. 

Chatter –and more chatter – was all that could be heard 
when our Lentegeur group held their second meeting 

of the year at our office in Fish Hoek – surely you expect 
nothing less when a group of ladies get together!  They are 
a wonderful and giving group of ladies.

The aim of this meeting was to update their beneficiary 
database and to discuss the needs of each family. The 
meeting ended with a luncheon and really big requests to 
hold a similar meeting very soon. Thank you to the seven 
volunteers who travelled to Fish Hoek to be a part of this 
very exciting meeting.  

Nokuzola at our Nyanga group tries to hold a 
children’s event every holiday. Her driving passion and 
dedication is nearly always rewarded with sufficient funding 
to do this. This holiday was no exception!  

The holiday event ran from 30 March to 1 April 
2022. Originally there were 18 children but by the last day 
these numbers had swelled as news travelled regarding the 
fun the children experienced.

Apart from refreshments, a cooked meal, exciting games 
and free play there was also life skill topics for each day. The 
parents expressed their appreciation that they could rest 
assured that their children were in a safe environment 
experiencing lots of fun and learning amongst their peers. A 
huge shout-out to all the volunteers and donors who 
made this event possible. A note of thanks is extended 
to St Mary’s Catholic Church in Nyanga who made their 
premises available for the event.

If you wish to start a St Kizito group at your parish please 
do contact us via the details below.  

CONTACT DETAILS:
Telephone:
(021) 782 2880 / 082 301 9385
Email:
info@stkizito.org.za 

BANKING DETAILS:
Name:           St Kizito Children’s Programme
Account:            405 982 0320
Bank:                  ABSA, Claremont
Branch Code:    421109
Account Type:  Cheque 

News from St Kizito 
Children’s Programme 

Heavenly Father,
We come before You to praise You

and to thank You for the 
great gift of the family.

We pray to You for all families
consecrated by the Sacrament 

of Matrimony.
May they rediscover each day 
the grace they have received,

and as small domestic Churches,
may they know how to wit-

ness to your Presence
and to the love with which 
Christ loves the Church.

We pray to You for all families faced 
with diff iculty and suffering

caused by illness or circumstances 
of which only You know.

Sustain them and make them aware
of the path to holiness upon 

which You call them,
so that they might experi-
ence your inf inite Mercy

and f ind new ways to grow in love.
We pray to You for children 

and young people:
may they encounter You 

and respond joyfully
to the vocation You have in mind for them;

We pray for parents and grand-
parents: may they be aware

that they are signs of the father-
hood and motherhood of God

in caring for the children who, in body 
and spirit, You entrust to them;

for the experience of fraternity that 
the family can give to the world.

Lord, grant that each family
might live their specif ic voca-
tion to holiness in the Church

as a call to become missionary disciples, 
in the service of life and peace,
in communion with our priests,

religious, and all vocations in the Church.
Bless the World Meeting of Families.

Amen.
(Official prayer for the 10th 
World Meeting of Families)

World Meeting of Families
The pandemic also affects Vatican 
schedules. The 10th World Meeting 
of Families was originally planned 
for 2021 to coincide with the fifth 
anniversary of the promulgation of 
“Amoris Laetitia” but had to be post-
poned to 22-26 June 2022. The event 
took place in Rome and focused on 
“Family Love: a Vocation and a Path 
to Holiness”.

All Christians are called to holiness 
from their baptism, but in marriage 
and family this vocation is highlighted 
and specified. We are called to grow in 
holiness with and through our families; 
our spouses, children, and other fam-
ily members. The love shared among 
married couples, among parents and 
children, and among those of our fam-
ily should be modelled on the perfect 

love God has for each one of us. This 
love shared within the family is what 
each of us is called to cultivate and 
strengthen; through communication, 
prayer, forgiveness, and growth. We as 
a Church are tasked to rediscover the 
meaning and importance of marriage 
and family life through evangelisation, 
education, accompaniment, practical 
help, and our constant prayer. 

https://www.facebook.com/ctvocation
https://www.instagram.com/vocationadct/
mailto:vocationadct%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.cbcentre.co.za
mailto:info@stkizito.org.za
mailto:info@stkizito.org.za
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Response
26 May 2022

International 
Day of Families

BRIEFING PAPERS RESPONSES AND DIGESTS
Below are links to various Briefing Papers, Responses and Digests published 
on the CPLO website since the previous edition of the Archdiocesan News. 
Follow up on what interests you most by clicking on the relevant topic/s (in 
blue) below.

Briefing Papers
• The Presidential Employment Stimulus – Denting Unemployment? by 

Kenny Pasensie.
• The Zimbabwe Exemption Permit by Peter-John Pearson. 
• Getting there: Access to Transport by Lois Law. 
• A Quota System for Migrants. Is this a solution? by Peter-John Pearson. 
• Assessing the Judicial Service Commission by Mike Pothier. 
• The Criminal Law and Perpetrators of Domestic Violence by Lois Law. 
• The KwaZulu-Natal Floods: Lessons to be Learnt by Lois Law

Family Digests
• Older Women and Gender-Based Violence by Lois Law
• Women’s History Month by Lois Law
• International Day of the Girl Child by Lois Law

Refugees Digests
• 65: Migrants, Refugees and Displaced Persons by Peter-John Pearson
• 64: Migrants, Refugees and Displaced Persons by Peter-John Pearson
• 63: Migrants, Refugees and Displaced Persons by Peter-John Pearson
• 62: Migrants, Refugees and Displaced Persons by Peter-John Pearson

Economic Digests
• Will the President Go BIG? by Kenny Pasensie
• Budget 2022: Expectations by Kenny Pasensie
• Living on a minimum wage by Kenny Pasensie

Responses
• State of the Nation Address by Mike Pothier
• Choosing the New Chief Justice, part II by Mike Pothier
• Choosing the New Chief Justice, part III by Mike Pothier
• The 2022 Budget by Mike Pothier

Video and Podcast Series
Please click on the links below to listen to these webinars.

• What to do with the Judicial Service Commission. Panellists: Mr 
Mbekezeli Benjamin, Research & Advocacy Officer, Judges Matter; Mr 
Dan Mafora, Research Officer, Council for the Advancement of the SA 
Constitution (CASAC); and Ms Alison Tilley, Co-ordinator, Judges Matter. 

• Draft Review of the Electricity Pricing Policy 2022 Speaker: Mr Terence 
Creamer of Creamer Media

• How Should the Criminal Law Respond to Perpetrators of Domestic 
Violence Speaker:  Adv Dellene Clark – Specialist State Law Adviser: 
South African Law Reform Commission

CPLO videos can also be viewed on the CPLO YouTube channel.

Street address The Grimley, 14 Tuin Plein (off Hope Street) Cape Town

Visit our ONLINE shop at 
https://www.catholicbookshop.co.za

For all your Catholic reading, gifts, repository items.
Chalices, pyxes, candles, incense and charcoal, and more.

Join our email mailing list for news of new stock.

P O Box 379
Cape Town 8000
Tel 021 465 5904

sales@catholicbookshop.co.za
WhatsApp: 063 222 2724

Read the latest Briefing Papers  

BP 543: Assessing the Judicial Service
Commission

 

BP 542: A Quota System for Migrants: Is
this a solution?

 

CatholicParliamentary
LiaisonOfficeSA

 
 Catholic Parliamentary

 Liaison Office - SACBC

BP 544: The Criminal Law and Perpetrators
of Domestic Violence

 

BP 545: The KwaZulu-Natal Floods: 
Lessons to be Learnt

 

BP 541: Getting there: Access to Transport

 

12 Bouquet Street Cape Town |        0214611417 |         info@cplo.org.za
 

Participating in Public Policy 

The Catholic Parliamentary Liaison Office 

Webinars, Podcasts:
http://www.cplo.org.za/videos/

 Briefing Papers:
http://www.cplo.org.za/publications/briefing-

papers-2021/
 

Webinar: Budget 2022: What's in it for us?

Catch our latest Webinars

Webinar: THE 2021 LOCAL GOVERNMENT
ELECTIONS - Prof Nicola de Jager

Webinar: THE 2021 LOCAL GOVERNMENT
ELECTIONS - Prof Zwelethu Jolobe

@CPLO_SA

Webinar: What To Do with The Judicial Service 
Commission?

 

BP 540: The Zimbabwe Exemption Permit
 

The International Day of Families is marked annually 
all across the globe on 15th May. It was established by 
the United Nations in 1993 as a way to raise awareness 
of issues faced by families throughout the world, as 
well an understanding of the economic, demographic, 
and social factors that impact families as a unit. This 
resonates with the Church’s ‘Decree on the Apostolate 
of the Laity’ which asserts the dignity and lawful 
autonomy of the family, and calls for states to “co-
operate with men of goodwill to ensure the preservation 
of these rights in civil legislation and to make sure that 
governments give due attention to the needs of the 
family regarding housing, the education of children, 
working conditions, social security, and taxes; and that 
in policy decisions affecting migrants their right to live 
together as a family should be safeguarded”. This year’s 
theme of the International Day of Families is “Families 
and Urbanization”. It seeks to raise awareness of the 
importance of sustainable and family-friendly urban 
policies.
While discussing the role of the family in nation 
building, the Catholic Bishops of Nigeria noted that 
“the individual is born into and grows up in the family. 
He never grows out of the family. Nature has intended 
the family to be the first school, the basic unit of all 
groupings, big and small, of societies developed and 
developing. If family life is in disarray, the nation is 
likely to be in disarray”. The Vatican ‘Charter of the 
Rights of the Family’ unequivocally states that “many 
families are forced to live in situations of poverty which 
prevent them from carrying out their role with dignity”. 
Starting as a health crisis, the COVID-19 pandemic, 
as well as the lockdown and restrictions imposed to 
prevent its spread, has had unprecedented effects on 
many spheres of life, including the economy, education 
and nutrition. It negatively impacted child care arrange-
ments, the work-family balance, gender equality and 
other aspects of family life. Previously existing prob-
lems were exacerbated. Gender-based violence became 
endemic, as women and children were confined with 
their abusers. Helplines such as Childline and the South 
African Depression and Anxiety Group (SADAG) had 
ever increasing numbers of calls. Teens had to deal with 
social isolation at the time of their lives when the peer 
group is so important. In September 2021, SADAG 
reported that there were “23 known cases of suicide in 
South Africa every day, and for every person that com-
mits suicide, 10 have attempted it”.Sadly many of these 

suicides were of teens. 
Many families were confronted with food insecurity. 
Those working in the informal sector had no income 
and many households were dependant entirely on social 
grants that were woefully inadequate. Eventually, the 
Social Relief of Distress Grant was introduced in terms 
of the Disaster Management Act, which did bring 
some relief. The disruption of schooling was immensely 
challenging. Parents were expected to ‘home school’ 
their children and it was a task for which many were 
ill prepared. The closure of schools meant that school 
nutrition programmes came to a halt, thus exacerbating 
the issue of food insecurity.
South Africa is an increasingly urban country, but 
its cities are under prepared to meet the demands 
of larger urban populations. This year’s theme for 
the International Day of Families considers urbaniza-
tion and migration trends from a family perspective. 
Pertinent issues identified are “recent urbanization 
trends impacting families; gender and urbanization; 
urbanization and family life, in particular the impor-
tance of affordable safe housing, child and youth 
developments and intergenerational issues; urbanization 
and globalization; urbanization and green spaces; pro-
moting civic life and participation in urban areas; social 
cohesion and social stability”.
Preparations for the thirtieth anniversary of the 
International Year of the Family, in 2024, have begun 
focusing on technological change, an increased focus on 
urbanization and migration, as well as demographic and 
climate changes. The aim is to “facilitate the analysis 
of their impacts on family life and to recommend 
responsive family-oriented policies in order to harness 
the positive aspects of those trends and counteract their 
negative facets”. 
The Children’s Act 38 of 2005 draws attention to the 
importance of the family. The Preamble to the Act 
states that “…. it is necessary to effect changes to exist-
ing laws relating to children in order to afford them 
the necessary protection and assistance so that they can 
fully assume their responsibilities within the commu-
nity as well as that the child, for the full and harmoni-
ous development of his or her personality, should grow 
up in a family environment and in an atmosphere of 
happiness, love and understanding”.
Lois Law
Project Co-ordinator

“The rights of the person have a fundamental social dimension which finds an innate and 
vital expression in the family.”  

Vatican Charter on the Rights of the Family

https://www.cplo.org.za/bp-539-the-presidential-employment-stimulus-denting-unemployment-by-kenny-pasensie/
https://www.cplo.org.za/bp-540-the-zimbabwe-exemption-permit-by-peter-john-pearson/
https://www.cplo.org.za/bp-541-getting-there-access-to-transport-by-lois-law/
https://www.cplo.org.za/briefing-paper-542-a-quota-system-for-migrants-is-this-a-solution-by-peter-john-pearson/
https://www.cplo.org.za/bp-543-assessing-the-judicial-service-commission-by-mike-pothier/
https://www.cplo.org.za/bp-544-the-criminal-law-and-perpetrators-of-domestic-violence-by-lois-law/
https://www.cplo.org.za/bp-545-the-kwazulu-natal-floods-lessons-to-be-learnt-by-lois-law/
https://www.cplo.org.za/family-digest-47-older-women-and-gender-based-violence-by-lois-law/
https://www.cplo.org.za/family-digest-46-womens-history-month-by-lois-law/
http://www.cplo.org.za/family-digest-45-international-day-of-the-girl-child-by-lois-law/
https://www.cplo.org.za/refugee-digest-65-refugees-migrants-and-displaced-persons-by-peter-john-pearson/
https://www.cplo.org.za/refugee-digest-64-refugees-migrants-and-displaced-persons-by-peter-john-pearson/
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https://www.cplo.org.za/refugee-digest-62-refugees-migrants-displaced-persons-by-peter-john-pearson/
https://www.cplo.org.za/refugee-digest-60-refugees-migrants-and-displaced-persons-by-peter-john-pearson/
https://www.cplo.org.za/economic-digest-28-will-the-president-go-big-by-kenny-pasensie/
https://www.cplo.org.za/economic-digest-29-budget-expectations-by-kenny-pasensie/
https://www.cplo.org.za/economic-digest-30-living-on-a-minimum-wage-by-kenny-pasensie/
https://www.cplo.org.za/economic-digest-27-the-economic-road-ahead-its-looking-bleak-for-2022-by-kenny-pasensie/
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https://www.cplo.org.za/choosing-the-new-chief-justice-part-iii/
https://www.cplo.org.za/response-the-2022-budget-by-mike-pothier/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P3YC8N1JscI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xGN4M8JMFh0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZX7RwLilMYQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZX7RwLilMYQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3jmcy2FpnXTjlDfobPisyQ/videos
https://www.catholicbookshop.co.za
mailto:sales@catholicbookshop.co.za
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DxGN4M8JMFh0
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CELEBRATING PARISH FEAST DAYS
Our Lady of Fatima, Bellville

The celebration of Our Lady of Fatima’s Feast Day commenced with the praying of the Rosary outdoors... ... thereafter the choir led the procession around the church...

... after which Fr Nkululeko Qokolo blessed Our Lady’s statue on the litter adorned with lilies. After Mass many parishioners gathered in our Parish Centre for a ‘bring and share’. 
This was a celebration befitting the honour that Our Lady deserves. Photos courtesy of Dominica Arendse, Margot Ladouce and Marlene Hansby-Stevens.

“Sing Praises to the Living God, Glory 
Hallelujah...”
On Sunday, 12 June the parish of Holy Trinity, 
Matroosfontein celebrated their feast day… 
but it all started three days earlier with a 
Triduum to the Holy Trinity, beginning on the 
Thursday.

On the Thursday at 6.30 pm parishioners 
gathered in the parish car park for the unveiling 
and blessing of their new parish f lag / banner. 
After the blessing, the hymn “Majesty” echoed 
loudly through the quiet courtyard as it led the 
procession into the church where the new ban-
ner was hung in the front of the church, next 
to the sanctuary.

Our first evening’s intention was: “Praying 
for and remembering the deceased of our 
parish.” A good number of the faithful were 
present, and each evening before the end of 
Mass a few prayers were recited together as a 
Novena to the Holy Trinity.

On Friday’s Mass at 6.30 pm our Mass 
intention was: “For all the families of our par-
ish”. What made the evening special was the 
presence of former acting priest, Fr Ventino 
Mutume who was the main celebrant and 
preacher for the evening. And as he always says: 
“God is good all the time, and all the time God 
is good, and THAT is God’s nature.”

On the Saturday, our Mass was at 5.00 
pm and our intention was more of a general 
nature… for anything and anyone.

And so Sunday, our Feast Day! There was 

excitement in the air. Yes, this year felt – and 
was – different. We could all sense it. The Mass 
intention was: “For our Parish.” The Church 
was full and we all wanted to be there. Mass 
was filled with lively singing and responding. 
After Mass there was a social in the hall, where 
a “bring and share” led to the sharing of some 
“sticky buns” and coffee. 

The social was also an ideal opportunity for 
the Fundraising Committee to do the draw for 
the parish raff le. The excitement and expecta-
tion levels rose a little more. And the winners 
were...

1st prize – Gabrielle Thomas – A three night 
stay at Pinelake Marina for four people

2nd prize – Esther Steyn –  a two plate Cadac 
gas burner

3rd prize – Melissa Stevens – A Tempo watch
Consolation prize – Fabian van Wyk –  an 

English Leather watch
As the day drew to a close, to what had 

been three very blessed spiritual days, we were 
reminded again of what makes us family at Holy 
Trinity: With God as our loving Father and 
Creator, Jesus as the Son and our Saviour, the 
Holy Spirit as our Sanctifier we were reminded 
again that it is in this Trinitarian Unity that we 
as parish find our unity and strength to love 
each other.

“Glory to the Trinity, the Undivided Unity”
Gregory Smuts
Liturgy Chairperson
Holy Trinity, Matroosfontein

Solemnity of the Blessed Trinity, Matroosfontein

Blessing of the new parish banner by parish priest, Fr Bibin Martin MSFS

Fr Bibin Martin offering prayer for the repose 
of the souls of the dead of the parish

Fr Ventino Mutume and 
Fr Bibin Martin MSFS

The congregation gathers for Mass and Novena to the Holy Trinity
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The Hidden Truth
A short story by Fr Ralph de Hahn

Guest House & 
Conference Facility

KOLPING 

Situated in a tranquil garden setting in the centre of Durbanville, 
with pool and braai facilities, we offer both tastefully deco-
rated Bed and Breakfast rooms and Self-Catering units, as 
well as a full English breakfast and dinner by arrangement. 

Conference facilities, wheelchair facilities, within walking 
distance of shops, restaurants, banks and close proximity to 
Catholic Church, tennis courts, golf course and wine route. 

We would like to be your                            
home away from home

CONTACT
Emile Killian

7 Biccard Street Durbanville 7550

Tel +27 21 970 2900. 

Fax +27 21 976 9839

E-mail: info@kolpingguesthouse.co.za

www.kolpingguesthouse.co.za

ARCHDIOCESAN 2ND COLLECTIONS
PARISH HOLY CHILDHOOD LENTEN APPEAL ECCL EDUCATION

2021 2022 2021 2022 2021 2022

Athlone – 840.00 4 390.00 10 053.00 200.00 1 200.00 

Atlantis – – – – – –

Belgravia – – 4 241.70 6 189.00 – –

Belhar – 890.00 11 330.00 13 239.00 274.00 1 052.00 

Bellville – 2 250.00 9 083.85 17 885.00 1 395.00 1 960.00 

Bonteheuwel – – 2 962.10 7 522.10 384.00 487.50 

Bothasig – 3 632.00 29 820.70 35 547.50 1 920.10 3 885.60 

Brackenfell – 1 590.00 6 680.00 10 940.00 1 000.00 1 100.00 

Bridgetown – 260.00 4 635.00 6 729.00 460.00 468.00 

Camps Bay – 1 330.00 7 949.40 11 170.00 940.00 770.00 

Cathedral – 1 250.00 7 385.00 18 889.60 1 032.00 2 160.00 

Claremont – 120.00 3 669.10 9 250.00 – 950.00 

Constantia – 3 180.00 43 780.00 41 451.30 6 590.00 4 440.00 

Delft 298.00 1 175.00 3 344.20 8 232.00 553.00 1 570.00 

District Six – – 2 908.70 4 338.50 – 400.00 

Durbanville 2 709.16 5 914.24 36 800.24 45 307.80 4 030.00 6 449.00 

Elsie’s River 330.00 950.00 6 015.00 10 160.00 1 020.00 1 180.00 

Factreton – 795.00 4 746.40 10 472.60 743.00 –

Fish Hoek – 1 483.40 11 575.30 16 169.60 1 461.00 2 335.60 

Goodwood – 1 601.50 – 17 080.00 – 2 300.00 

Grassy Park – 1 120.00 13 030.00 21 530.00 1 220.00 1 040.00 

Green Point – 1 120.00 7 890.00 8 980.00 1 100.00 1 340.00 

Gugulethu – 790.00 2 283.00 5 008.00 – –

Hanover Park – 573.00 9 607.70 11 291.75 1 091.50 986.20 

Heathfield – 2 197.60 25 801.20 48 885.60 – 3 108.00 

Hermanus – 923.90 9 065.00 17 755.80 – 1 589.00 

Hout Bay – 1 660.00 9 320.00 11 769.00 1 490.00 1 970.00 

Khayelitsha Qn of Africa – – – 2 979.00 – –

Khayeltisha St Raphael – 686.00 2 365.50 8 227.50 – 661.00 

Kleinvlei – 608.50 4 990.10 10 711.30 676.30 1 245.30 

Koelenhof – 415.00 1 914.65 2 916.00 – –

Kommetjie – 1 621.70 17 341.20 16 829.69 1 351.30 2 330.10 

Kraaifontein – 660.00 9 320.00 14 010.00 2 210.00 2 580.00 

Kuils River – – 6 750.00 14 460.00 1 500.00 1 180.00 

Lambert’s Bay 380.00 320.00 1 500.00 2 200.00 – 240.00

Langa – 300.00 4 550.00 4 970.00 450.00 350.00 

Lansdowne 1 800.00 5 010.00 23 380.00 38 550.00 2 530.00 2 600.00 

Lavistown – 1 300.00 8 045.00 13 547.00 395.00 1 741.00 

Lentegeur – 440.00 5 163.25 7 020.00 540.00 1 020.00 

Maitland – 960.00 4 489.00 14 490.00 1 980.00 1 600.00 

Malmesbury – 345.00 1 951.40 4 072.40 – –

Manenberg – – 3 314.60 11 039.80 – 815.00 

Matroosfontein – 2 585.00 19 045.95 23 397.20 3 170.00 2 590.00 

Milnerton – – 6 261.00 16 923.50 – –

Mowbray 1 858.00 3 710.00 22 114.00 32 310.00 3 800.00 4 440.00 

Newlands – 400.00 6 377.00 6 930.00 400.00 1 030.00 

Nyanga – – 1 834.00 1 487.00 – –

Observatory – – 5 408.00 10 219.80 1 363.00 1 129.00 

Paarl 200.00 2 415.00 9 365.00 14 274.20 – 3 289.00 

Parow – – 4 947.00 23 210.00 – –

Parow Valley 150.00 260.00 3 440.00 4 440.00 – –

Pinelands – 1 520.00 18 340.00 22 822.90 930.00 1 380.90 

Plumstead – 4 040.00 18 427.75 27 953.49 3 670.00 8 070.00 

Portuguese 540.00 1 240.00 6 570.00 12 680.00 – –

Retreat – 2 420.00 18 266.00 22 554.50 2 291.50 1 980.00 

Rocklands – 440.00 3 780.00 10 240.00 500.00 1 370.00 

Rondebosch 600.00 4 281.30 33 902.60 41 564.60 1 290.00 5 837.10 

Sea Point – 4 280.00 14 249.00 21 922.00 3 710.00 3 770.00 

Simon’s Town 705.00 1 984.00 14 452.00 14 851.00 1 272.00 1 740.00 

Somerset West – 4 970.60 31 844.50 34 214.00 11 350.60 8 573.00 

St James 660.00 1 355.40 10 203.05 12 319.40 – 1 390.00 

Steenberg 85.00 1 227.20 7 111.50 8 697.70 300.00 1 601.50 

Stellenbosch – – 5 119.70 8 038.80 – –

Strand – 3 000.00 11 840.00 9 420.00 1 570.00 1 750.00 

Strandfontein – 1 300.00 8 050.00 24 650.00 1 360.00 3 750.00 

Table View – 3 370.00 35 520.00 46 040.00 1 420.00 5 470.00 

Tafelsig 200.00 409.70 3 489.20 4 098.20 810.40 350.00 

Vredenburg 1 547.50 2 786.50 17 876.30 25 504.40 3 183.00 3 369.10 

Welcome Estate – 494.40 7 579.45 13 310.60 – 562.00 

Westridge – 440.00 7 000.00 8 030.00 – 1 100.00 

Woodstock 400.00 630.00 5 545.00 11 621.20 1 607.20 –

Wynberg 250.00 990.00 19 295.30 33 295.10 3 470.00 1 150.00 

Unknown – – 321.55 – – –

TOTALS      R 12 712.66 98 860.94 750 963.14 1 138 888.43 86 003.90 124 794.90
Pre-Covid Totals (2019) R187 366.65 R1 722 866.46 R178 632.20

The sun appeared to hurry behind 
the western hills of the quiet town 
as angry dark clouds gathered in the 
heavens; and behind those clouds 
one could hear the grumbling thun-
der. And in a rather short time the 
night stealthily enveloped the light 
and the little town wore a misty 
evening gown. 

However, in the home of the Stone 
family it was party time, and on this 
particular night the country town 
of Noble was alive. A large number 
of the community gathered at their 
home. The foster father, Andre, 
was the master of ceremonies. He 
was from Belgium, and it was there 
where he met his wife Monica, then 
a widow, for she had lost her beloved 
husband in World war II. 

She was Irish – and that was 
evident! Monica had three sons from 
her first marriage, and on this night 
she and Andre were celebrating the 
Varsity graduation of the twin boys, 
Gabriel and Dan. They had both 
achieved BA honours at the local 
university, and Monica deemed it 
fitting to invite many guests to cel-
ebrate with the family. 

She was a proud mother, all this 
despite the fact that the family 
struggled to maintain a comfortable 
home, with the foster dad working 
only as a carpenter and she assisting 
in the grocery store for a small wage. 

The house was open to the old 
and the young of Noble. The food 
was good, the wine delicious, the 
music uplifting. Among the guests 
was the local mayor, a gentleman 
under the inf luence of aff luence, 
one who knew all the answers, but 
who always asked questions wise 
men answered thousands of years 
ago. Also among the guests were 
the police sergeant, one university 
professor, two councilors, the local 
school principal, some teachers and 
a small number of students from the 
university. The twins were delighted 
with the compliments which came 
their way. The occasion was very 
special as they were the only stu-
dents in the town to achieve univer-
sity status.

“You must be jolly proud of the 
boys” roared old man Bertie, the 
town’s mayor. 

“It’s a miracle” replied Monica, 
with Irish faith and a little tear. “You 
know how expensive it is to educate 
children these days, especially send-
ing them to varsity.” 

The mayor, with glass in hand and 
smelling of alcohol, cried “Here’s to 
their health and future careers.” 

Amidst the chatter and laughter, 
the gossiping and mouth to mouth 
recitation, the front door opened 
silently. A young workman in over-
alls with a tool bag over his shoul-
der stood smiling in the doorway. 
Monica was first to notice his pres-
ence. She hastened to the front door, 
smiling, delighted to address her 
third son, Mike. “Good to see you, 
my boy, are you joining us tonight?” 

“Oh no, mother, not like this. I 
would need to get rid of these filthy 
overalls. But I see it’s a great party 
for Gabriel and Dan, and I am so 
happy… truly happy.” 

His foster dad appeared with an 
angry countenance. “Mike you look 
terrible… surely you are not…”. 

Monica turned sharply to gaze 
at her interfering husband, bravely 
controlling the anger bubbling up 
inside her. Mike responded by kiss-
ing his mom on the forehead, and 
without another word, vanished into 
the night. 

Mayor Bertie, spotting the young 
man at the door, was the next to 
appear on the scene. “Hey, I know 
that boy, he’s a great council worker, 
works day and night keeping our 
drains and waterways clean and ever 
f lowing… an amazing lad.” 

Foster dad Andre made his opin-
ion heard: “I hope he gets his act 
together and joins his brothers at 
varsity.” 

Monica knew better. “No, Andre, 
he will not.” And looking deep into 
the dark night, with a tear and a 
smile whispered, “Who do you think 
is paying the heavy fees for his twin 
brothers.!”

mailto:info@kolpingguesthouse.co.za
www.kolpingguesthouse.co.za
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For information about St Joseph’s Home, call +27 21 934 0352, email resourcedevelopment@stjosephshome.org.za, visit our website 
www.stjosephshome.org.za, our Facebook page www.facebook.com/stjosephshome or Instagram page www.instagram.com/stjosephshomeofficial/

With winter having firmly arrived we are distributing warm clothes and 
shoes that the children will need during the next couple of chilly months. 
Part of St Joseph’s Model of Care is providing whatever the child will need 
during their stay here, which can be up to 12 months, and we are often 
reminded that when a patient is admitted they only arrive with the clothes 
they have on. If you would like to support our winter clothing programme, 
please contact the In-Kind Donations Co-ordinator, Resource Department 
on 021 934 0352 or write to Felicity Mbambani at felicity@stjosephshome.
org.za. 

A big thank you to The Clothing Guild who keeps on supporting us 
every year with clothing supplies.

Please follow us on social media for updated news and events and share our 
page with your friends and family. You can also subscribe to our monthly patient 
story newsletter on the St Joseph’s website.

www.stjosephshome.org
https://www.facebook.com/stjosephshome

St Joseph’s celebrates 
International Nurses Day!
With over 150 chronically ill children in our care across six wards at St Joseph’s 
nursing staff play a crucial role in providing post-acute, rehabilitative, restora-
tive and respite nursing care. There has been an increase in patients referred 
to St Joseph’s with complex feeding needs and caring for these little ones take 
some extra time out of the day in an already busy ward, but St Joseph’s staff 
complement of Registered Nurses, Enrolled Nursing Assistants and Carers 
remain dedicated to their calling to work at St Joseph’s. We celebrated this 
special day with nursing staff on 12 May 2022 where they were thanked for 
their commitment, passion and devotion. 

LEFT: Read our lovely patient story of much loved Uncle Stan who 
was once a patient at St Joseph’s, grew up here, and 40 years later still 
works at St Joseph’s.

Reach for 
the Stars!
Ethan is a teenager just like any other 
– crazy about sport, but with a deep affin-
ity to basketball. Reach For A Dream, in 
partnership with Sasol, made his lifelong 
dream of meeting the National Wheelchair 
Basketball Team come true on 21 May 
2022 and there were plenty of goose bump 
moments shared with his mother, sister and 
St Joseph’s staff who accompanied him. 
He spent time on the court, shot a few 
hoops and watched the Amawheelers game. 
The smile on his face was priceless and St 
Joseph’s are deeply grateful for the stellar 
co-ordination of this day.

Child 
Protection 
Month
St Joseph’s Child Protection 
Champions conducted staff work-
shops, and trained and raised aware-
ness around child safeguarding and 
protection in the month of May, 
leading up to Child Protection Week 
(30 May-6 June) which is celebrated 
globally. The teenage girls in Freesia 
ward participated in the process by 
creating T-shirts as a group activ-
ity with the Child and Youth Care 
Workers, who are there to help build 
a circle of trust for peer-to-peer sup-
port and to discuss difficult transi-
tions which patients face. 

Child-centered transitional care
Much strategic thinking and planning has gone into the past three months, making sure St Joseph’s continues to provide the 
best possible holistic and multi-disciplinary care (free of charge) to children with life-limiting and life-threatening condi-
tions. We remain grateful to the Department of Health for their continued funding support, and to our regular donors and 
individual givers. St Joseph’s closed the financial year strong and our annual report will be released in July 2022.

We are in the midst of winter 
and our wish list is growing

Sister Elizabeth and Matron Gourrah sharing a token of appreciation 
with the nursing team of Basil ward.

Deacons bless St Joseph’s 
in annual ceremony
Deacons Emmanuel and Diego blessed St Joseph’s Home early June in this 
annual custom before Pentecost. Both deacons were volunteers at St Joseph’s 
and will be ordained to the priesthood later in June. This ceremony serves as a 
reminder of the Catholic Social Teachings upon which St Joseph’s foundation 
is built – going back to 1935 when St Joseph’s was started by five Pallottine 
Sisters from Germany.

mailto:resourcedevelopment@stjosephshome.org.za
http://www.stjosephshome.org.za
www.facebook.com/stjosephshome
www.instagram.com/stjosephshomeofficial/
mailto:felicity@stjosephshome.org.za
mailto:felicity@stjosephshome.org.za
www.stjosephshome.org
https://www.facebook.com/stjosephshome
https://bit.ly/3KEneXo

