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Read the passages prayerfully and ask yourself a
few questions about the meaning. The depth of your
understanding will be visible to the congregation. 

Be aware of the type of passages you are to read. 
Is it a story, a prophesy, a letter, a parable etc.?



Reading with energy and enthusiasm does not mean that
you must read in a hurry. 

Therefore it is important to project your voice and read
in a lively manner that sounds as if you are 
speaking naturally, and to ensure you articulate the 
consonants and the ends of words - particularly the D’s and 
T’s. 

The 2 most common criticisms that listeners have are
that they cannot hear the readings and that thet are
being read too fast!

Be aware that pauses that are too long or too frequent can
make it dicult for the congregation to follow the
meaning of the passage being read. 

Use the punctuation marks to pause at the right time,
but also feel free to add your own pauses to communicate
the meaning well. A pause can allow listeners to absorb
an important point or to provide space between multiple 
thoughts in the same sentence. 

Practice reading clearly without stumbling over words.
Check the pronunciation of unfamiliar words. If you
happen to stumble over a word do not repeat it, move on
as you are there to convey the meaning of the passage as
a whole. 

Depending on the style of writing and the content, use
your voice to interpret  the reading as best you can. At
all times remember that this is not a performance. The
tone of your voice should be clear and firm without 
exaggerated emphasis or monotonous speech.



·, Pr_ayerto Prepare·: .

Heavenly Father, 

I as!< for your grace. 

·as I proclaim your word· ,

-to the people of God.

I as!< that when I speal<,

it will be your voice they

_ - hear and be inspired, 
. .

to live according to that 
· 

word. I as!< this through · � 
. . ' 

Jesus Christ our Lprd, 

·. who lives and reigns with

· you, in the unity of the · ,

, -Holy Spirit One-God 

. ,,

forever and ever. 

, Amen . 

�efore mass 

• Ensure that you are appropriately dressed for church.

• Arrive at church in good time and sit or lmeel to asl<

God to mal<e you a worthy proclaimer of His Word.

Perhaps you may lil<e to say the preparation prayer.

• You may wish to checl< that the Lectionary is open

at the correct readings for the day, and that there

are no changes because of special liturgies. Also that

the microphone is on. (See section on page 8 for more

details about the Lectionary). The time before Mass,

however, is not a time to practice the reading or to

look at it for the first time.
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l\eabing at mass 

• Approach the sanctuary in a reverent manner. Stand in
front of the altar and bow your head (if there are 2 readers, � . ��
wait for each other and bow simultaneously).

• on reaching the lectern (ambo) stand squarely on your
two feet behind it. Place your hands on the lectionary
(Biblical texts) or ambo, or you may clasp them together
in front of you.

�� Reading the Holy -

• Look up at the congregation before you begin reading. It
is a time tested way to attract their attention and focus it
on the readings.

• Start with - "A reading from .... " (Do not say "The 
first/second reading is ... ") 

• Remember to lool< at the congregation whilst you are
reading. You may be doing everything correctly: speal<ing
clearly, proper pace, effective pausing and so on, but if
you do not look at your listeners you will not engage
with them.

• At the end of the reading pause before saying "The word
of the Lord".

• This closing line is the most important line in every
reading because it reminds us that God is speal<ing
directly to us. It may be a human voice speal<ing but the
words and message are God's. Separate it from the body
of the reading by a pause and lool< at the congregation as
you say it.

• Start the Psalm by reading the response to it.. □o not
say "The responsorial psalm is", or "the response to the
psalm is ... ". Recite the responsorial psalm together
with the congregation.

• When saying the Gospel Acclamation do not ask the
congregation to stand or say "The Gospel Acclamation. .. "
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scriptures confers 

two /Jenents. It 

trains the mind to 

understand them; 

it turns man's-. , 

,, , 

attention from the 
� . ·-

fa/fies of the world 

and leads him to , -

the love of God. '' 

' -

St Isidore of Seville 



· �� Your word is a · - , �

lamp to my feet .. 
and a light to . . 

- my path''
,. / 

I r ' 

Psalm 119:105'

t)rapers of tbe jf aitbful 

• If the Deacon is not present, after the creed has been

said, you will go up to the lectern (ambo) in the manner

previously described. If there are 2 readers it is the 2nd

reader who reads these intentions.

• Pause after every intention before saying 'lord hear us"

the congregation will respond with 'lord graciously hear

us."
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